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RiYer.— Foundation  of  the  Fort  and  City  of  Albany.—Collisions  of  the  Dutch  with 
the  English.— Grant  of  the  Territory  by  Charles  II.  to  the  Duke  of  York.— Surrender 
of  Albany  to  the  British.— Increase  of  Population  by  the  Decennial  Census.- Cause* 
of  the  rapid  Prosperity  of  Albany.— Size  in  Area,  and  Extent  in  Resources,  of  tha 
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Albany  ranks  among  the  very  earliest  settlements  of  the  Euro- 

Eeans  on  the  Continent  of  North  America,  having  been  first  settled 
y  the  Dutch  so  early  as  the  year  1612.  It  was  but  three  yeais 
before  this,  1609,  that  the  celebrated  English  navigator,  Hudson^ 
then  in  the  service  of  the  Dittch  East  India  Company,  set  sail  from 
the  Texel  in  Holland,  in  search  of  a  northwest  passage  to  India. 
He  was  unable  to  accomplish  this  object,  and  on  abcmdoning  it 
as  impracticable,  he  steered  southward,  and  entering  the  bay  of  the 
Chesapeake,  there  saw  the  first  settlement  of  the  E^pglish  at  James* 
town,  in  Virginia.  He  afterward  sailed  for  the  Delaware,  off 
which  he  anchored,  and  proceeded  from  thence  to  Long  Island,  en- 
tered the  bay  of  New-York,  and  sailed  up  the  North  River,  as  it 
was  first  named,  or  Hudson,  as  it  is  now  called  after  its  first  dis- 
coverer. 

While  we  were  on  our  passage  up  from  New-York  to  Albany, 
I  was  repeatedly  led  to  consider  what  must  have  been  the  feelings 
of  the  intrepid  commander  and  his  enterprising  crew  at  the  scenes 
of  beaut)r  and  fertility  which  were  perpetually  opening  upon  their 
sight  during  their  advance  up  the  stream,  which  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  they  were  the  first  among  Europeans  to  see 
and  admire.  Their  delight  must  have  been  excessive ;  and  the 
enthusiasm  and  triumph  of  the  moment  must  have  been  worth  a 
year  of  peril  to  purchase. 

It  is  said  that,  though  at  the  first  entrance  of  Hudson  into  the 
fiay  of  New-York,  some  of  the  tribes  then  occupying  Long  Island 
evinced  their  hostility  to  bis  farther  progress  by  attacks  in  which 
VoL.IL— B 
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some  of  his  men  were  killed  and  others  wounded,  yet  that,  as  he 
advanced  up  the  river,  he  found  the  Indians  less  hostile ;  express- 
ing, by  looks  and  signs,  their  disposition  to  give  him  welcome,  and 
testifymg  their  friendly  spirit  by  presents  of  fruits  and  flowers. 

The  report  which  Hudson  and  his  companions  gave,  when  they 
returned  to  Holland,  of  the  size  and  character  of  the  river,  induced 
the  Dutch  merchants  to  form  an  association  for  opening  a  traffic 
upon  it ;  and  the  Dutch  government  granted  to  this  association  a 
monopoly  of  this  trade  for  a  certain  period.  It  was  by  this  com- 
pany  that  the  first  settlement  was  formed  where  Albany  now 
stands,  on  a  spot  then  called  by  the  Indians  Schaimaugh-ta-da,  or 
Once  the  Pine  Plains.  The  Dutch  here  built  a  fort,  which  was 
commanded  by  Henry  Christaens.  It  was  first  called  Aurania  till 
1620,  then  Beverwick  till  1626,  then  Fort  Orange  till  1647,  and 
then  Williamstadt  till  1664.  It  was  at  once  a  fort  and  a  factory 
of  trade,  and,  like  other  places  of  this  description,  advanced  grad- 
ually in  population  and  commerce. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  English  Puritans  who  first  set- 
fled  in  Massachusettsoriginally  intended  to  have  sailed  from  Leyden, 
where  they  were  in  exile  in  1620,  for  the  Hudson  River,  on  whose 
banks  they  contemplated  making  their  home.  But  the  Dutch,  anx- 
ious to  prevent  any  English  setuers  intruding  upon  their  own  col- 
onists, and  at  the  same  time  unwilling  to  make  any  formal  opposi- 
tion to  their  voyage  for  fear  of  offending  the  British,  are  said  to 
have  bribed  the  Dutch  captain,  in  whose  ship  they  embarked  firom 
Holland,  to  carry  them  so  far  to  the  nSrthwsurd  that  they  could  not 
reach  the  river ;  and  hence  their  first  landing  and  settlement  was 
made  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts. 

It  was  in  1621  that  the  foundation  of  the  city  of  Albany  was 
first  laid  by  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  who  about  the  same 
time  founded  the  City  of  New' Amsterdam  on  the  island  of  Man- 
hattan, where  New- York  now  stands.  The  Dutch  settlers  at  Al- 
bany extended  themselves  gradually  from  hence  eastward  mto 
Connecticut,  and  coming  there  into  collision  with  the  Enelish,  dis- 
putes arose  among  them  on  subjects  sufficiendy  trivial  and  ludicrous. 
A  formal  record  of  the  allegea  grievances  was  kept  by  the  Dutch, 
and  Mr.  Grahame  has  preserved,  in  a  note  to  his  interesting  and 
Taluable  history,  an  extract  firom  this  chronicle,  in  which,  as  he 
truly  says,  **  the  insignificance  of  many  of  these  complaints,  and  the 
homeliness  of  the  subject  matter  of  others,  contrast  somewhat  ludi- 
crously with  the  pompousness  of  the  titles  and  the  bitter  gravity 
of  the  style."    Among  them  are  the  following : 

April  35, 1640. — Those  of  Hartford  have  not  only  usurped  and  taken 
in  the  lands  of  Connecticut,  but  have  also  beaten  the  servants  of  their 
High  Mightinesses  and  the  honoured  Company  with  sticks  and  plough- 
staves — ^m  hostile  manner— laming  them ;  and,  among  the  rest,  struck 
Bver  Deukings  a  hole  in  his  head  with  a  stick,  so  that  the  blood  ran  very 
stroiigly  down  his  body." 
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**  Jane  24, 1641. — Some  of  Hartford  haye  taken  a  ho^  out  of  tbe  com- 
mon, and  shnt  it  up  out  of  mere  hate  or  other  prejudice,  causing  it  td 
stanre  for  hunger  in  the  stye." 

"  May  20, 1642.— The  English  of  Hartford  have  violently  cut  loose  a 
horse  of  the  honoured  Company  that  stood  bound  upon  the  common.'* 

^  May  23, 1642. — The  said  English  did  again  drive  tne  Company's  hogs 
iiom  the  common  into  the  village  and  pounded  them.'* 

''  September  16, 1642. — Asain  they  sold  a  young  pig  which  had  pas- 
tured on  the  Company's  lands."* 

While  these  grievances  were  complained  of  by  the  Dutch,  the 
same  historian  records  a  curious  ground  of  complaint  against  the 
latter,  and  the  Swedes,  who  had  settled  parts  of  tbe  coimtry,  with 
them.  It  was  said  that  several  of  the  Indians  attepded  the  religious 
assemblies  of  the  Europeans,  '*  but  with  so  little  edification  that 
they  expressed  their  amazement  at  the  iU-breeding  of  the  orator 
who  could  exercise  the  patience  of  his  tribe  with  such  lengthened 
harangues  without  repaymg  their  civility  by  a  distribution  of 
brandy." 

In  1664,  Charles  H,  most  unjustly  seeking  to  provoke  the  Dutch 
into  a  war,  asserted  a  claim  to  the  whole  of  their  settlements  oii 
the  Hudson,  under  the  title  of  the  New  Netherlands,  and  made  a 
crant,  by  charter,  of  the  territory  then  actually  occupied  hy  the 
Dutch  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York.  Stuyvesant,  the  Dutch 
governor,  when  he  heard  of  this,  and  of  the  subsequent  intention  to 
enforce  the  claim  by  arms,  put  himself  in  the  best  posture  of  de^ 
fence  he  could ;  and  when  he  received  the  summons  of  the  English 
commander  to  surrender,  communicated  to  him  by  a  deputation, 
after  remonstrating  with  him  in  vain  as  to  their  unjust  pretension^ 
he  ended  by  saying,  ^^  As  touching  the  threats  in  your  conclusioni 
we  have  nothing  to  answer,  only  that  we  fear  nothing  but  what 
God  (who  is  as  just  as  merciful)  diall  lay  upon  us,  all  things  being 
in  his  gracious  disposal ;  and  we  may  be  as  well  preserved  by  him 
with  small  forces  as  by  a  great  army  :  which  makes  us  to  wi^  yoti 
all  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  recommend  you  to  his  protec- 
tion." The  issue  was,  nowever,  the  ultimate  surrender  of  New- 
York  and  Albany  to  the  British  authorities,  which  took  place  is 
October,  1664 ;  and  in  1667  the  territory  was  formally  ceded  by 
the  Dutch  to  the  British,  in  exchange  for  the  colony  of  Surinam, 
which  the  Dutch  had  taken  from  the  English. 

The  increase  of  population  in  Albany,  from  the  earliest  period 
at  which  any  census  appears  to  have  been  taken,  up  to  183M0,  the 
last  year  of  the  decennial  numbering  of  the  people,  may  be  seen 
from  the  following  figures :  In  1790  it  was  3498;  in  1800,  5349; 
m  1810, 9366 ;  in  1820,  12,630 ;  in  1830,  24^38.  At  present  it 
18  thought  to  exceed  30,000 ;  and  by  1840,  the  next  year  of  the 
census,  will  probably  be  40,000,  more  than  ten  tuoaes  its  numbers 
fifiy  years  ago. 

*  Gnbsiii0*slliatary  of  tbe  United  StatM,  vol  iL,  p.  ]6fti 
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The  rapid  prosperity  of  Albany  is  not  so  much  to  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  of  its  being  the  legislative  capital  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  for  which  its  position  is  well  adapted,  as  to  the  ad- 
vantage it  enjoys  as  the  chief  port  of  entrepdt  for  almost  all  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  of  the  great  maritime  emporium  at  the  mouth  of 
its  river,  New-York.  This  was  the  case  to  a '  certain  extent  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  internal  canals ;  but  since  these  great  chan- 
nels have  opened  a  highway  from  the  Hudson  to  the  lakes  of  the 
West,  and  by  them  to  the  noble  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  down 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  by  the  Arkansas  and  Red  River  to  the 
foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  while  Lake  Champlain  extends  its 
water-carriage  tj^wards  the  banks  of  the  St  Lawrence,  and  the 
Hudson  opens  a  way  to  the  Atlantic ;  since  these  united  advantages 
have  been  enjoyed  by  Albany,  her  wealth  and  population  have 

grown  with  greatly  increased  rapidity ;  and  the  names  of  De  \^tt 
linton,  the  first  projector  of  the  internal  communication,  and  of 
Fulton,  the  originator  of  steam  navigation,  are  justly  held  in  the 
highest  veneration  m  the  spot  so  much  benefited  by  their  jomt  la- 
bours. 

The  State  of  New-York,  of  which  Albany  is  the  capital,  is 
called  by  all  Americans  the  Empire  State,  from  its  territorial  ex- 
tent, its  vast  resources,  its  enlarged  commerce,  its  population,  and 
consequent  legislative  influence.  Its  territory  is  316  miles  in 
length  and  304  miles  in  breadth.  It  contains  47,000  square  miles, 
or  31,080,000  acres.  It  is  therefore  larger  in  area  than  England, 
Wales,  and  the  Isle  of  Man  united,  as  these  are  computed  by 
Arrowsmith,  in  his  Geography,  to  contain  only  43,990  square 
miles.  The  vastness  of  the  scale  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica may  be  judged  of  from  this  fact,  that  this  one  single  state  out 
of  twenty-six,  of  which  the  whole  Union  is  now  composed,  is 
larger  than  England  and  Wales ;  while  nearly  half  the  other 
states  are  equal  to  it  in  size,  and  some  of  them,  as  Virginia,  are 
still  larger.  The  leneth  of  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  over  which  the  government  of  Washington  has  lawful 
jurisdiction,  is  3000  miles,  irom  Passamaquoddy,  in  Maine,  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  ;  and  its  extreme  breadth,  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  in  the  north  to  the  southern  point  of  Florida,  1700 
miles  y  so  that  it  has  an  outline  or  border  of  about  10,000  miles  in 
extent,  and  contains  within  its  area  the  immense  surface  of  2,300,000 
square  miles,  or  more  than  fifly  times  the  area  of  England  and 
Wales,  as  given  before.  When  it  is  considered  that  this  vast  ter- 
ritory is  washed  on  nearly  all  its  borders  by  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific 
Oceans;  that  its  lakes  are  the  most  extensive  and  its  rivers  the 
largest  in  the  world  ;  that  it  has  every  variety  of  soil  and  climate 
\fi  the  several  zones  it  fills;  and  that  there  is  no  country  upon 
earth  in  which  facilities  of  communication,  by  railroad  and  steam- 
boat, are  so  great  as  in  this ;  that  education  is  more  general,  in- 
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dusby  more  active,  and  that  the  ^hole  of  the  existing  ^eneratioQ 
are  improving  the  resources  of  the  country  for  those  who  are  to 
follow  them,  there  are  hardly  any  bounds  to  the  expectations  that 
may  be  formed  of  its  future  greatness  if  wisely  and  discreetly  gov- 
erned, and  if  kept  free  from  me  great  scourges  of  society — luxury, 
intemperance,  and  war. 

The  increase  of  population  in  the  State  of  New-York  is  shown 
by  the  following  numbers  at  each  of  the  indicated  periods  of  census : 


In  1701 30,000 

1731 60,395 


In  1749 100,000 

1771 163,000 


This  was  the  slow  rate  at  which  the  population  of  the  state  in- 
creased anterior  to  the  revolution,  and  while  it  was  merely  a  Brit- 
ish colony,  ruled  by  authorities  at  a  distance  from  the  scene.  The 
change,  after  it  became  an  independent  country,  is  remarkable,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following : 


In  1790 340,120 

1800 586,050 

1810 059,049 


In  1890 1,379,813 

1895 1,616,458 

1830 1,918,60% 


Of  the  population  of  1830,  the  following  is  a  more  detailed 
analy^ : 


White  males      .    . 

.    951,516 

White  females   .    . 

.     916,670 

Deaf  and  dumb  .    .    . 

843 

Blind 

643 

Aliens  ....'< 

53,488 

Total  whites 

1,923,158 

Free  coloured  males     .  31,465 

Free  coloured  females  .  33,404 

Male  slaves      ....  13 

Female  slaves      ...  34 


Total  coloured    .    44,915 

There  is  ever}'  reason  to  believe  that  in  two  vears  hence,  at  the 
census  of  1840,  the  population  of  the  state  will  be  nearly,  if  flot 
quite,  three  millions ;  but  even  this,  though  iust  one  hundred  times 
more  than  it  was  in  1701,  is  but  a  handful  compared  to  what  it 
might,  and  no  doubt  will,  sustain  in  less  than  a  century  hence, 
when  its  3,000,000  will  be  increased  to  20,000,000,  for  which 
there  are  ample  resources  in  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  mining, 
and  commerce  of  the  state.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  but  that, 
including  the  inhabitants  of  other  portions  of  this  great  country, 
our  posterity  will^see  the  United  States  of  America  embracing  the 
Canadas  on  the  north,  Mexico  on  the  south,  and  touching  the  Pa- 
cific on  the  west,  with  a  population  greater  than  that  of  aU  Europe, 
and  an  advance  in  the  lurts,  sciences,  and  useful  improvements  of 
life  such  as  no  nation  has  ever  yet  witnessed. 

The  public  canals  of  the  State  of  New-York,  undertaken  at  the 
expense  of  the  State  Grovemment,  includmg  the  Erie  Canal  to  the 
west,  the  Champlain  Canal  to  the  north,  and  their  respective  aux« 
iliaries  and  feeders,  of  all  of  which  Albany  may  be  regarded  as 
the  principal  port  of  inlet  and  outlet,  extend  over  a  length  of  665 

*'    I  Ikey  have  343  locks,  with  3037  feet  of  lockage.    Their  ac- 
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taal  cost  was  11,962,712  dollars,  or  about  2,500,000/.  sterling; 
and  the  tolls  received  on  them  in  1836  were  1,614,336  dollars,  or 
about  323,000/.  sterling,  being  more  than  12  per  cent,  of  profit  on 
the  actual  outlay. 

But  this  is  still  farther  improving,  as  by  an  official  report  on  the 
tolls  and  trade  of  the  State  Canals,  published  during  our  stay  in 
Albany,  in  the  government  paper,  the  Argus,  of  the  date  of  July  7, 
1838,  the  following  gratifying  facts  were  made  known : 

"  Canal  Tolls. — The  tolls  received  on  the  New- York  State  Canals 
for  the  week  ending  7th  July,  1838,  were  36,682  dollars,  being  an  in- 
crease of  26  per  cent,  on  the  previous  year.  The  flour  and  wheat  arri- 
ving at  the  Hudson  River,  via  the  Erie  Canal,  for  the  same  period,  were 
88,950  bushels  of  flour,  and  13,296  bushels  of  wheat;  being  an  increase 
of  15,861  bushels  of  flour,  and  12,296  bushels  of  wheat  over  the  previous 
year." 

Tolls  on  the  State  Canals. — ^The  tolls  collected  on  the  New- 
York  State  Canals  for  the  fourth  week  of  June  amount  to  the  sum 
of  47,123  dollars,  exceedine  the  receipts  for  the  corresponding  week 
in  1837  by  the  sum  of  1^34  dollars.  The  tolls  for  the  whole 
month  of  June  exceed  the  collections  in  the  same  month  in  1837 
by  about  37  per  cent 

From  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close  of  June  there  has 
been  received  for  canal  tolls  the  sum  of  516,081  dollars.  This 
exceeds  the  collections  up  to  the  same  time  in  1837  by  the  sum 
of  119,966  dollars. 

The  quantity  of  merchandise  cleared  from  Albany  and  Troy  from 
the  opening  of  navigation  to  the  close  of  June  for  the  present  year, 
filiows  an  increase,  comparing  this  year  with  last,  of  6223  tons  of 
mAchandise,  equal  to  16  per  cent  Besides  the  merchandise 
cleared  on  the  canals,  there  kis  passed  over  the  raikoad  this  season 
1626  tons. 

The  increase  of  flour  and  wheat  this  year  over  last  is  equal  to 
139,216  barrels  of  flour,  or  about  79  per  cent  There  has  been 
brought  to  tide-water  on  the  railroad,  not  embraced  in  the  forego- 
ing, 12,421  barrels  of  flour.  While  the  merchandise  going  from 
tiae-water  has  increased  16  per  cent.,  the  tolls  paid  on  products 
^neralljr  have  increased  30  per  cent ;  and  on  flour  and  wheat  the 
increase  is  79  per  cent 

The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  shipped  at  Buffalo  from  the 
opening  of  canal  navigation  to  the  30tn  of  June  for  the  present 
year,  shows  an  increase,  of  226  per  cent  over  the  previous  one. 
The  tolls  received  at  the  collector's  office  at  Buffalo  from  the 
opening  of  navigation  to  the  30th  of  June  for  the  year  1838, 
dhovirs  an  increase  of  119  per  cent 

Lockages  on  the  Erie  Canal. — ^A  statement  has  been  fumidied 
of  the  lockag€S  for  the  month  of  June,  183S,  at  Lock  No.  26  on 
Hbe  Erie  Canal,  which  shows  that  70  cribs  and  3349  boats  passed 
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this  lock  during  the  month,  averaging  114  lockages  per  day.  This 
is  an  increase  of  1491  lockages  over  June,  1837. 

Salt  Duties. — The  amount  received  by  the  superintendent  of 
the  Onondago  Salt  Springs  for  the  last  three  years,  in  the  months 
of  May  and  June,  is  as  follows,  viz. :  in  1836,  16,291  dollars ;  in 
1837,  22,365  dollars;  and  in  1838,  38,123  dollars;  being  an  in- 
crease in  1837  over  1836  of  25^  per  cent,  and  of  1838  over  1837 
of  72J  per  cent 

Besides  these  State  Canals,  there  are  a  great  many  others  in  prog- 
ress, the  estimated  cost  of  which  will  exceed  three  millions  ot  dol- 
lars, and  canals  by  incorporated  companies  which  will  cost  up- 
ward of  two  millions  of  dollars  more. 

Of  raiLroads  in  this  state  there  have  been  as  many  as  29  execu- 
ted  by  incorporated  companies,  from  1820  to  183o,  at  a  cost  of 
12,000,000  dollars,  or  nearly  three  millions  sterling,  extending 
over  a  length  of  670  miles ;  and  these,  too,  are  still  increasing, 
and  all  returning  a  remunerating  profit. 

The  records  respecting  the  early  history  of  Albany  are  very 
scanty,  and  the  field  of  the  antiquary  is  consequently  very  limiteo. 
In  a  journal  called  the  Schenectady  Reflector,  some  extracts  are 
given  from  the  earliest  minutes  of  the  Albany  corporation,  of  which 
the  following  are  examples : 

City  of  Albany. — We  present  a  few  extracts  from  the  earliest 
minutes  of  the  Albany  city  corporation. 

In  1746  the  corporation  ordered  6/.  to  be  paid  to  John  Bell,  '^  the 
city  whipper,"  for  six  months'  services. 

In  1747  they  direct  a  receipt  to  be  signed  by  their  clerk  "  for 
half  a  barrel  of  powder  received  from  Sybrant  G.  Van  Schaick,  in 
lieu  of  the  powder  he  borrowed  from  the  corporation  when*  the 
governor  was  here  last." 

In  1748  they  ordered  "  Mr.  Santvoort  to  pay  Robert  LottridgQ 
for  two  gallons  of  wine  that  Mr.  Miller  bought  upon  the  corpora- 
tion account  when  the  governor  came." 

These  and  many  similar  orders  demonstrate  that  our  Dutch 
burghers  were  good  and  faithfiil  subjects  to  their  English  govern- 
ors, besides  paymg  a  pretty  good  salary  to  their  city  whipper. 

Such  are  the  trivial  and  unimportant  incidents  recorded  in  the 
minutes,  and  selected  by  the  Reflector  as  interesting  to  the  antiqua- 
ry. The  modem  details  announce  more  important  facts,  and  show, 
as  strikingly  as  anvthing  can  do,  the  contrast  between  the  old  times 
and  the  new,  in  the  history  of  this  coimtry  at  least  Let  the  re- 
turns here  given  be  received  as  proofs. 

In  the  State  of  New- York,  as  we  learn  from  the  official  records, 
there  were,  in  the  year  1835,  the  latest  period  to  which  the  returns 
have  been  completed  (and  every  one  considers  the  number  of  most 
of  them  to  have  increased  rather  than  otherwise  since  then),  the 
ibUowing : 
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Grist  MiUs       ....  2,051 

Saw  Mills 6,948 

Oil  Mills 71 

Fulling  Mills    ....  965 

Carding  Machines    .    .  1,061 

Cotton  Factories      .    .  Ill 

Woollen  Factories   .    .  334 

Iron  Works     ....  S93 

Trip  Hammers     ...  141 

Distilleries      ....  337 

Asheries 693 

Glass  Factories  ...  13 

Rope  do 63 

Chain  Cable  do.       .    .  3 

Oil  Cloth  do 24 

Dying  and  Printing  do.  15 

Clover  Mills    ....  69 

Paper  Mills     ....  70 

Tanneries 412 

Breweries 94 

Articles  made  in  Families. 
2,183,951  yds.  of  Fulled  Cloth  ) 
2,790,069  do.  Woollens 
3,799,953  do.  Linen  and  Cotton 


Valwofrawi 

$17,687,009 
3,651,153 

214,813 
1,994,491 
2,179,414 
1,630,352 
1,450,825 
2,366,065 

168,896 
2,278,420 

434,394 

163,312 

664,394 

20,871 

63,119 

1,999,000 

95,693 

358,857 
3,563,502 

916,252 


value  1,500,000 


TahMaftflielM 


Total 43,400,922 


$20,140,435 

6,881,055 

275,574 

2,894,096 

2,651,638 

3,030,709 

2,433,192 

4,349,949 

363,581 

3,098,042 

726,418 

448,559 

980,083 

28,625 

95,646 

2,465,600 

110,025 

685,784 

5,598,626 

1,381,446 


2,029,984 


60,669,097 


The  only  branch  in  which  there  has  been  a  decrease,  and  that 
must  be  regarded  as  a  bles^ng  rather  than  a  loss,  is  in  that  of  dis- 
tilleries and  breweries.  Of  the  former  there  were,  not  many  years 
ago,  upward  of  1200.  By  the  operations  of  the  Temperance  So- 
cieties these  have  been  reduced  to  337,  the  number  given  in  the 
above  table ;  and  the  gain  to  the  country,  in  converting  grain  to 
wholesome  and  nutritious  food,  instead  of  distilling  from  it  a  poi- 
sonous and  destroying  drink,  is  unequivocal ;  as  is  also  the  conver- 
sion of  barley  and  fruits  into  food  for  cattle,  instead  of  their  fer- 
mentation into  beer  and  cider.  The  amount  of  animal  nouri^- 
ment  is  thus  greatly  increased,  and  the  amount  of  mtoxication  and 
all  its  deleterious  consequences  are  in  an  equal  degree  diminished. 

Other  branches  of  manufactures  have  sprung  up,  too,  since  1835, 
which  are  not  enumerated  in  the  list  given ;  and,  among  others, 
that  of  silk  and  beaver  hats,  which  in  the  last  year,  1837,  were 
made  to  the  value  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  or  800,(X)0/.  sterling. 

The  agricultural  statistics  of  the  State  of  New- York  are  as  en- 
couraging as  those  of  its  manufactures,  showing  a  progressive  in- 
crease and  improvement  in  eveiy  department,  as  the  following 
table  will  exhibit : 
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Estimated  ralue  of  Improyed  Lands  and  Live-stock  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  by  the  census  of  1835,  compared  with  the  same  in  1636 : 

9,655,426  Acres  of  Improved  Land.  $25  $241,385,650  $179,024,175 

1,885,771  Neat  Cattle 10  18,657,710  15,134,210 

524,605  Horses 50  26,244,750  17,481,400 

4,261,765  Sheep 1}  6,392,647  5,244,808 

1,554,358  Hogs 3  4,663,074  4,403,719 

Total $297,543,831       8Sl,288,31t 

Do.  in  1825  ....      221,288,312 

Increase $76,255,519 

The  banks  existing  in  this  state  have  always  been  regarded  ds 
the  safest  and  best  secured  in  the  Union ;  and  they  have  fully  sua- 
tained  their  reputation  by  their  being  the  first  of  all  the  banks  in 
the  country  to  resume  specie  payments,  which  is  now  sustained  by 
the  whole  of  them.  The  most  recent  official  statement  respecting 
their  number  and  condition  is  that  made  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  the  Legislature  in  May,  1837,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  authentic  copy : 

NBW-TOEK  SAFBTT-FUND  BANKS. 

The  following  statement  is  furnished  by  the  Bank  Commissioners  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  general  condition  of  the  Banks  as  compared 
with  their  condition  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837 : 

Eighteen  New- York  City  Banks, 

1st  Jan.  4th  May. 

Loans  and  discounts     ......    $36,442,000  $35,683,000 

Specie 3,854,000  2,596,000 

Circulation 8,155,000  4,931,000 

Individual  deposites 11,180,000  9,536,000 

United  States  ditto 7,176,000  3,890,000 

Sixty-three  Country  Banks, 

1st  Jan.  10th  May. 

Loans  and  discounts $26,979,000  $26,822,000 

Specie 1,439,000  1,100^000 

Circulation 12,461,000  9,601^0 

From  this  table  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  city  banks  had,  previous 
to  the  suspension,  reduced  their  discounts,  since  1st  of  January,  about 
800,000  dollars,  and  their  circulation  nearly  three  millions  and  a  quarter, 

MBW-TORK  STATB   BANKS  AND   CIRCULATION, 

The  charters  of  the  Loekport  Bank,  capital  100,000  dollars,  and  the 
Sackett's  Harbour  Bank,  capital  200,000  dollars,  having  been  repealed  by 
the  Legislature  at  the  session  of  1837,  the  present  banking  capital  of  the 
state  is  37,301,460  dollars,  of  which  the  capitals  of  nine  banks,  5,100,000 
dollars,  are  not  subject  to  the  safety-fund  act. 

The  amount  of  circulation,  authorized  by  the  suspension  act  of  May, 
1837,  is  as  follows ;  • 

VoL.IL— 0 
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Capital.  Circulation. 
94  New-York  City  Banks ....  $30,861,200  $14,100,000 
75  Country  Banks 16,4404360       15,430,000 

Total $37,301,460    $39,530,000 

The  most  gratifying  part,  however,  of  the  statistics  of  this  flour- 
ishing state  is  that  which  relates  to  its  appropriations  for  education. 
Of  colleges  for  superior  and  professional  learning,  there  are,  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  Columbia  College  and  the  new  University  in 
the  City  of  New-York,  Union  College  in  Schenectady,  Hamilton 
College  in  Clinton,  and  two  medical  colleges,  one  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  and  the  other  in  Fairfield,  Herkimer  county.  But,  be- 
sides the  support  of  these,  which  are  well  sustained,  there  is  a  fund 
of  about  200,000  dollars  devoted  to  the  assistance  of  academies; 
and  no  less  a  sum  than  a  million  of  dollars  is  expended  annually 
in  support  of  the  Common  Schools  for  the  education  of  youth.  Of 
this  sum,  one  tenth  is  paid  by  the  state  from  its  school-fund ;  one 
tenth  is  paid  by  a  tax  for  education  on  the  towns ;  and  two  tenths 
bv  a  similar  tax  on  the  proper^  of  the  several  school  districts,  ma- 
kmg  four  tenths  raised  or  furnished  by  the  state ;  while  the  other 
six  tenths,  or  better  half,  is  cheerfully  paid  by  the  parents  and 
guardians  of  the  scholars.  It  was  in  the  City  of  Albany  that  that 
useful  work,  the  ^'  Common  School  Asastant,"  a  monthly  newspa- 
per devoted  to  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  education, 
was  first  established ;  and  some  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  state 
are  still  amon^  the  most  munificent  patrons  of  the  system  of  Com- 
mon School  education. 

Of  the  topography  of  this  city,  the  legislative  capital  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  it  may  be  said  that  its  site  is  well  chosen,  being  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  River  Hudson,  with  the  lower  portion  of  the  city 
on  a  slightly-ascending  plain,  near  the  stream,  which  makes  it 
commodious  for  the  transaction  of  business ;  while  the  gradually- 
ascending  angle  by  which  it  at  length  attains  a  steep  ascent,  and 
terminates  in  a  lofty  and  commanding  hill,  is  also  favourable  to  the 
imposivg  appearance  of  the  city  on  approaching  it,  to  the  display 
of  its  puolic  buildings  at  different  degrees  of  elevation,  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  more  opulent  inhabitants,  who  desire  spacious  and 
airy  situations  for  their  dwellings,  and  also  to  the  general  cleanli- 
ness and  consequent  salubrity  of  every  part  of  the  town. 

The  plan  of  arrangement  and  subdivision  is  not  so  regular  as  many 
of  the  American  cities,  but,  like  New-York  and  Baltimore,  while 
its  older  parts  are  remarkably  irregular,  all  its  more  modern  laying 
out  is  as  s}7nmetrical  as  could  be  desired.  The  principal  street, 
which  ascends  from  the  banks  of  the  river  and  terminates  at  the 
foot  of  the  Capitol  on  the  hill,  is  a  noble  avenue  of  at  least  120  feet 
in  breadth ;  Market-street  and  Pearl-street,  by  which  this  is  inter- 
sected at  right  fiigles,  as  these  streets  run  nearly  parallel  to  the 
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rirer,  are  also  as  fine  streets  as  can  be  desired,  of  ample  breadth, 
from  80  to  100  feet,  shaded  on  each  side  by  rows  of  trees,  and 
containing  many  spacious  and  excellent  mansions,  interspersed  with 
places  of  worship  and  public  buildings,  which  produce  a  most 
agreeable  effect. 

Here  and  there  are  some  striking  contrasts,  to  impress  on  th6 
spectator  the  difference  which  a  centuiy  has  made  in  the  style  of 
building  and  scale  of  domestic  comfort.  The  house  we  occupied, 
at  the  southeast  comer  of  Pearl  and  Steuben  streets,  was  a  most 
commodious  and  delightful  mansion ;  it  had  formerly  been  the  res- 
idence of  the  late  governor,  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  was  equal  in 
size  and  accommodation  to  some  of  the  best  houses  in  Baker-street, 
Harley-street,  or  other  similar  streets  in  the  northwest  of  London. 
Next  door  to  us  was  the  residence  of  Groyernor  Marcy,  the  present 

{governor  of  the  state ;  and  next  to  him  was  a  new  mansion,  be- 
ondng  to  the  President  of  the  Albany  Bank,  Mr.  W.  Olcott,  as 
well-finished  and  fine  a  building  as  could  be  seen  in  any  part  of  the 
world — ^indeed,  a  sumptuous  abode ;  while  on  the  opposite  or  north 
side  of  the  street  were,  in  addition  to  the  noble  private  dwelliiies, 
the  two  projecting  Ionic  porticoes  of  the  Female  Academy  and  uie 
Baptist  Church,  which,  with  the  graceful  dome  and  turret  of  the 
latter,  made  a  most  beautiful  architectural  picture,  which  even  to 
inhabitant  of  Rome,  or  Venice,  or  Genoa  would  admire. 

In  contrast  with  all  this,  however,  there  stood  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Steuben  streets,  and  right  opposite  the  house 
we  dwelt  in,  a  Dutch  burgher's  residence,  bearing  the  date  of  1732 ; 
its  yellow  and  ill-cemented  bricks,  its  small  wmdows  and  doqrs,. 
its  low  body,  and  immensely  disproportioned  sloping  roof,  covered 
with  tiles  of  all  shapes  and  fashions,  showing  what  description  of 
city  Albany  was  likely  to  have  been  a  century  ago,  and  enabling 
one  to  judge  of  the  amazing  advance  in  opulence,  taste,  and  com- 
fort which  had  been  made  since  that  humble  dwelling  had  been 
first  reared ;  in  this  respect,  the  occasional  presence  or  such  relics 
as  landmarks,  or  indexes  of  the  progress  of  time,  and  corresponding 
progress  of  improvement,  is  usdiil,  and  nowhere  more  g>  than  in 
this  country. 

In  the  laying  out  of  the  new  or  upper  part  of  the  city,  care  has 
been  taken  to  appropriate  some  portion  of  the  space  to  public 
squares  for  the  recreation  and  health  of  the  population,  and  public 
baths  are  spoken  of  as  being  likely  to  be  undertaken  by  the  city 
authorities. 

The  shops,  or  stores,  as  they  are  here  universally  called,  are  not 
equal  to  those  of  any  of  the  larger  cities  we  had  visited  except 
Washington,  which  are  decidedly  inferior  to  those  of  Albany ;  but 
there  are  well-furnished  warehouses  here  of  almost  everything 
needed,  and  an  air  of  great  activity  and  bustle  prevails  in  the  prin* 
cipal  business  streets. 
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The  hotels  are  not  man^^  in  number,  but  they  are  on  a  large 
*  scale,  and  have  the 'reputation  of  being  among  the  most  comforta- 
ble in  the  country.  Of  the  boarding-houses  we  heard  also  a  very 
favourable  account ;  and  if  they  at  all  resembled  the  one  in  which 
we  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  placed,  they  must  be  of  the  best  de- 
scription, as  we  had  found  nothing  so  much  like  a  comfortable 
English  home  as  the  house  of  Mrs.  Lockwood,  at  59  Pearl-street, 
where  we  remained  for  several  weeks,  and  enjoyed  ample  accom«- 
modation  in  rooms,  good  fare,  and,  above  all,  great  kindness  and 
courtesy,  and  genteel  and  agreeable  society.  There  is  a  large  tem- 
perance hotel  in  North  Market-street,  well  furnished,  supplied 
with  baths,  and  conducted,  as  we  had  heard  from  competent  and 
impartial  authorities,  in  a  manner  to  afford  great  satisfaction  to 
*'  all  who  frequented  it   ** 
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QoTannnent  of  the  State,  Legislative  and  Executive*— Extent  and  Costs  of  the  public 
Establishments. — Liberal  Appropriations  for  Education. — Examples  of  American  Ru- 
lers as  to  Education. — Penn,  Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe. 
-^QuMtion  as  tq  the  Connexion  of  Ignorance  and  Crime. — Extracts  from  the  Letter 
of  Dr.  Lieber  on  ibis  Subject.— Opinions  of  the  Keepers  of  Penitentiaries  and  Jails. — 
Testimony  of  Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison.— Testimony  of  Mr.  Wiltse,  of 
the  Singsing  Prison.— Testimony  of  Mr.  smith,  of  the  Auburn  State>prison.— Testi- 
mony 01  Mr.  Ptllsbury,  of  the  Connecticut  State-prison.— Contrast  of  the  Legislatures 
of  England  and  America.— Alban/  Academy  for  the  Education  of  Male  Youths.—  Al- 
bany Female  Academy.— Issue  of  the  Experiment  of  Female  Education.- Great  De- 
fect in  the  Want  of  physical  Training.— Supposed  sradual  Decline  in  the  Health  of 
Females.— Caosea  which  contribute  to  this  m  America. 

The  government  of  the  State  of  New-York,  which  is  seated  at 
Albany,  is  composed  of  a  legislative  and  an  executive  body,  as- 
sisted by  an  extensive  judiciary.  The  legislative  body  comprises 
a  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of  128  members,  chosen  every 
two  Years  by  the  people,  and  a  Senate,  consisting  of  thirty-two 
members,\ight  of  whom,  or  one  fourth  of  the  whole,  are  chosen 
annually ;  so  that  the  longest  period  of  their  service  without  re- 
election is  four  years.  The  pay  of  the  members  of  both  houses  is 
the  same,  namely,  thfee  dollars  per  day. 

The  executive  consists  of  a  governor,  elected  every  year,  at  a 
salary  of  4000  dollars ;  a  lieutenant-governor,  who  is,  ex-officio, 
pre^dent  of  the  Senate,  and  receives  six  dollars  per  day  during  the 
session;  a  comptroller  at  2500  dollars  a  year,  and  two  deputy- 
comptrollers  at  1500  dollars  each  per  annum ;  a  treasurer  at  1500 
dollars,  and  a  deputy-treasurer  at  1300  dollars  yearly ;  an  attor- 
ney-general at  1000  dollars ;  a  surveyor-general  at  800  dollars ; 
and  a  secretary  of  state,  who  is  also  superintendent  of  common 
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schools,  or  a  minister  of  public  instruction  for  the  state,  at  1750 
dollars,  with  a  deputy-secretary,  Vfho  is  also  clerk  of  the  comi&is- 
sioners  of  the  law  office,  at  1500  dollars  a  year.  There  are  also 
four  acting  canal  commissioners  and  three  bank  commissioners,  at 
2000  dollars  a  year  each ;  and  these  together  constitute  what  is 
here  called  "  The  Regency,"  or  eflFective  force  of  the  executive ; . 
the  entire  cost  of  which  is  only  31,350  dollars,  or  about  6270/. 
sterling:  scarcely  equal  to  the  retiring  pension  of  a  single  lord* 
chancellor  or  a  single  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  Eng- 
land. The  whole  expense,  indeed,  of  the  government  of  this  large 
state,  greater  in  area  than  England  and  Wales,  and  with  more 
than  three  millions  of  people,  including  the  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary,  the  army  and  police,  is  not  greater  than  the  cost  to 
England  of  any  one  of  her  numerous  colonies  in  the  Eastern  or 
Western  world. 

One  of  the  certain  consequences  of  making  the  government  in 
harmony  with  the  public  sentiment  is  the  absence  of  any  disposi- 
tion to  rebellion ;  and  as  the  people  here  have  always  a  remedy  in 
their  own  hands  against  any  oppressive  measure  in  the  exercise  of 
the  electoral  franchise,  by  which  they  can  change  their  representa- 
tives, senators,  and  governors  at  fixed  periods,  u  not  satisfied  with 
their  administraiKnj,  there  10  oonseqnpntly  no  fear  of  insurtectionf 
and  neither  fleets  nor  armies  are  necessary  to  overawe  or  check 
them.  The  best  government  is  that  which,  while  it  affords  ample 
protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  all  those  living  under  it, 
exacts  the  smallest  portion  of  the  labour  or  capital  of  the  people  to 
defray  its  expenses. 

The  judiciary  consists  of  a  Court  of  Chancery,  with  a  chancellor 
and  three  assistants,  their  whole  salaries  being  only  3000  dollars,  or 
about  600/.  per  annum ;  a  Supreme  Court,  with  tnree  judges  ana  a 
registrar,  whose  united  salaries  are  8000  dollars,  or  I6OOT.  a  year; 
a  Superior  Court  for  the  City  of  New-York,  with  three  judges  and  a 
registrar,  whose  imited  salaries  are  7500  dollars  a  year ;  and  eight 
Circuit  Courts,  with  a  presiding  judge  in  each ;  the  whole  cost  of 
the  eight  courts,  at  1600  dollars  each,  being  12^00  dollars,  or 
2560/.  sterling  per  annum. 

While  the  expense  of  the  general  government  in  its  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  apartments  is  thus  light,  it  is  pleasing  to 
see  how  wisely  and  judiciously  the  resources  of  the  state  are  applied 
to  the  difiusion  and  support  of  education;  the  conviction  being 
strong  and  general  here,  that  ignorance  and  intemperance  are  the 
chief  causes  of  crime ;  and  that  the  most  efficient,  as  well  as  the 
most  economical  way  of  preventing  crime,  is  to  instruct  the  peo- 
ple, and  teach  them  that  their  true  interest  lies  in  being  industrious, 
sober,  and  virtuous.  The  latest  statistics  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  school-fund  of  the  State  of  New-York  is  the  following: 
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COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Amount  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  Sept.  30, 1836   .  $1,017,494.17 

Number  of  school  districts  in  853  towns  of  the  state    .  10,207 

Number  o(  school  districts  that  made  returns  in  1836    .  9,696 

Number  of  children  taught  in  districts  returned    .    .    .  533,167 
Number  of  children  between  5  and  15  or  16  in  those 

districts 583,396 

Expenses  of  the  Common  School  System  in  1836. 

Public  money  distributed  among  the  towns      ....       $313,376.91 
Amount  paid  for  teachers'  wages,  besides  public  money         425,643.61 

Paid  for  teachers*  wages 739,020.59 

Interest  at  6  per  cent,  on  2,183,200  dollars  invested  in 

schoolhouses 130,992.00 

Annual  expense  for  books  for  532,167  scholars,  at  50 

cents  each 266,083.50 

Fuel  for  9916  schoolhouses,  at  10  dollars  each     .    .    .  99,160.00 

Total 1,235,256.09 

While  Great  Britain  is  behind  both  France  and  Prussia  in  con- 
ceiving the  advantages,  or  panting  funds  for  the  support,  of  a  good 
system  of  national  education,  and  her  successive  administrations 
have  received  with  coldness  and  neglect  crcry  proposition  for  de- 
voting the  funds  of  the  state  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  general 
system  as  should  embrace  the  very  poorest  classes,  under  some 
vague  fear  that  they  would  become  wiser  than  was  desirable  for 
persons  in  their  sphere  of  life,  the  first  settlers  of  America,  and  all 
its  subseauent  rulers  and  persons  in  authority,  have  been  from  the 
veiy  beginning  so  uniformly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  edu- 
cating the  rising  generation,  that  they  have  almost  all  placed  their 
testimony  on  record  on  this  subject  The  following  are  only  a  few 
of  such  instances : 

William  Penn,  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  uses  this  language 
in  one  of  his  addresses  to  his  councU:  ''That  which  maxes  a 
good  constitution  must  keep  it,  namely,  men  of  wisdom  and  virtue ; 
qualities  that,  because  they  descend  not  with  worldly  inheritance, 
must  be  carefully  propagated  by  a  virtuous  education  of  youth. 
Above  all  things,"  be  adds, ''  endeavour  to  bring  up  children  in  the 
love  of  virtue:  sweetness  mixed  with  gravity,  and  cheerfulness 
tempered  with  sobriety.  For  their  learning,  let  it  be  liberal. 
Spare  no  cost ;  for  by  such  parsimony  all  is  lost  that  is  saved ;  but 
let  it  be  useful  knowledge,  such  as  is  consistent  with  truth  and  god- 
liness. It  is  commendable  in  the  nobles  of  Germany  that  they 
have  all  tbdr  children  instructed  in  some  useful  occupation.  We 
are  too  careless  of  posterity,  not  considering  that  as  thev  are,  so  the 
next  generation  wiu  be.  If  we  would  amend  the  world,  we  should 
amend  ourselves ;  and  teach  our  children  to  be,  not  what  we  are, 
but  vvhdi  they  should  be." 


PUBLIC  EDUCATION.  S3 

George  Washington,  the  first  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
his  first  annual  speech  to  Congress,  January  8, 1790,  thus  earnestly 
recommends  education :  *^  There  is  nothing  that  can  better  de- 
serve our  patronage  than  the  promotion  of  science  and  Uterature. 
Knowledge  is  in  every  country  the  surest  basis  of  public  happiness, 
and  in  one  in  which  the  measures  of  government  recave  their  im* 
pression  so  immediately  from  the  sense  of  the  community  as  in 
ours,  it  is  proportionably  essential.  To  the  security  of  a  free  con- 
stitution it  contributes  in  various  ways.  By  convincing  those  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  pubhc  administration  that  every  laudabk 
end  of  government  is  best  answered  by  the  enlightened  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  by  teaching  the  people  themselves  to  know  and 
to  value  their  own  rights,  to  discern  and  provide  against  invasions 
of  them,  to  distinguiim  between  oppression  and  the  exercise  of  law- 
ful authority,  between  burdens  arising  from  a  disregard  to  their  in- 
convenience, and  those  resulting  from  the  mevitable  exigences  of 
society,  to  discriminate  the  spirit  of  liberty  from  that  of  licentious- 
ness, cherishing  the  first,  avoiding  the  Is^,  and  uniting  a  speedy 
but  temperate  vigilance  against  encroachment,  with  an  inviolable 
respect  to  the  laws." 

Washington,  in  his  farewell  address  also,  thus  advises  his  fellow- 
citizens :  ^^  Promote,  as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institu- 
tioDs  for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the 
structure  of  a  government  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essen- 
tial that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened." 

John  Adams,  the  second  president  of  the  United  States,  animated 
by  the  same  spirit,  says  in  his  inaugural  address,  ^^  I  am  a  friend  to 
all  rational  measures  for  propagating  knowledge  among  all  classeli 
of  people.  I  wish  success  to  me  project  of  free  libraries.  A  re- 
publican government  without  knowledge  and  virtue  is  a  body  with- 
out a  soul,  a  mass  of  corruption  and  putrefaction,  food  for  worms." 
Thomas  Jefferson,  the  third  president,  breathes  the  same  senti- 
mient  when  he  says,  *^  By  far  the  most  important  bill  in  our  own 
code  is  that  for  diffusmg  knowledge  among  the  people.  No  other 
sure  foundation  can  be  devised  for  the  preservation  of  fi^edom  and 
happiness.  Make  a  crusade  against  ignorance;  establish  and  im- 
prove the  law  for  educating  the  common  people." 

James  Madison,  the  fourth  president,  in  his  message  to  Congress 
dated  December  5,  1810,  uses  this  language :  **  While  it  is  univer- 
sally admitted  that  a  wdl-instructed  people  alone  can  be  a  perma- 
nently free  people,  and  while  it  is  evident  that  the  means  of  de- 
fusing and  improving  useful  knowledge  form  so  small  a  proportion 
of  the  expenditures  m  national  purposes,  I  cannot  presume  it  to  be 
unreasonable  to  invite  jour  attention  to  the  advantage  of  super- 
adding to  the  means  of  education  provided  by  the  several  states, 
an  institution  supported  by  the  national  Ijegislature,  which,  by  en- 
lightening the  opinions,  expanding  the  patriotism,  and  asramilatiog 
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the  prindpleSy  the  sentiments,  and  manners  of  those  who  resorted 
to  it  would  contribute  not  less  to  strengthen  the  foundation  than  to 
adorn  the  structure  of  our  free  and  happy  form  of  government" 

James  Monroe,  the  fifth  president,  m  his  inaugural  speech  de- 
livered on  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  after  enumerating  the  progress 
made  since  the  revolution,  and  the  prosperous  state  of  public  anairs, 
says,  ^  Such,  then,  being  Uie  highly-favoured  condition  of  our  coun- 
try, it  is  the  interest  of  every  citizen  to  maintain  it    What  are  the 
dangers  which  menace  us  ?    If  any  exist,  they  ought  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  guarded  against    In  explaining  my  sentiments  on  this 
subject,  it  may  be  asked.  What  has  raised  us  to  the  present  happy 
state  1    How  did  we  accomplish  the  revolution  ?    How  remedy 
the  defects  of  the  first  instrument  of  our  Union,  by  infusing  into  the 
^vemment  sufiicient  power  for  national  purposes,  without  impair- 
ing the  just  rights  of  the  states  or  affecting  those  of  individuals  1 
How  sustain  and  pass  with  glory  through  the  last  war  ?    The  gov- 
ernment has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  people.    To  the  people, 
therefore,  and  to  the  faithful  and  able  depositories  of  their  trust,  is 
the  credit  due.    Had  the  people  of  the  United  States  been  educated 
in  different  principles ;  had  they  been  less  intelligent,  less  independ- 
ent, or  less  virtuous,  can  it  be  believed  that  we  should  have  main- 
tained the  same  steady  and  consistent  career,  or  been  blessed  with 
the  same  success  ?    It  is  only  when  the  people  become  ignorant 
and  corrupt — when  they  degenerate  into  a  populace,  that  the/  are 
incapable  of  exercising  the  sovereignty.    Usurpation  is  tben  an 
easy  attainment,  and  usurpers  soon  found.    The  people  themselves 
become  the  willing  instruments  of  their  own  debasement  and  rub. 
Let  us  look,  then,  to  the  great  cause,  and  endeavour  to  preserve  it  in 
full  force.    Let  us,  by  all  wise  and  constitutional  measures,  promote 
intelligence  among  tne  people  as  the  best  means  of  preserving  our 
liberties." 

John  Quincy  Adams,  the  sixth  president,  differs  in  no  respect 
from  his  predecessors  in  office  as  to  the  importance  of  public  insti- 
tations,  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  for  promoting  educa- 
tion ;  and  in  his  message  to  Congress,  dated  December  6, 1835,  he 
says :  '^  The  great  object  of  the  institution  of  civil  government  is 
the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  those  who  are  parties  to  the 
social  compact  And  no  government,  in  whatever  form  instituted, 
can  accomplish  the  lawful  ends  of  its  institution  but  in  proportion 
as  it  improves  the  condition  of  those  over  whom  it  is  established. 
Moral,  political,  intellectual  improvement,  are  duties  assigned  by 
the  AuUior  of  our  existence  to  social,  no  less  than  individual  man. 
For  the  fulfilment  of  these  duties,  governments  are  invested  with 
power ;  and  to  the  attainment  of  the  end,  viz.,  the  progressive  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  the  governed,  the  exercise  of  dele- 
gated power  is  a  duty  as  sacred  and  indispensable  as  the  usurpation 
of  power  not  granted  is  criminal  and  odious.    Among  the  first,  per- 
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haps  the  very  first,  instruments  for  the  imi>rovement  of  the  condition 
of  men  is  knowledge ;  and  to  the  acquidtion  of  much  of  the  knowl- 
edge adapted  to  the  wants,  the  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  human 
life,  public  institutions  and  seminaries  of  learning  are  essential.'' 

Here,  then,  is  a  continued  and  unbroken  chain  of  evidence  as  to 
tiie  sentiments  entertained  and  recommendations  offered  hj  the 
first  ax  pre^dents  of  the  United  States,  in  favour  of  public  support 
for  institutions  of  general  education.  The  same  uniformity  of  opinp 
ion  is  to  be  found  amon^  the  citizens  of  all  the  separate  states  as 
to  its  importance ;  and  there  is  no  tax  or  contribution  paid  by  the 
people  more  readily  or  cheerfully  than  that  for  education,  of  which 
they  are  so  sure  to  reap  the  full  benefit 

The  question  of  how  far  ignorance  is  the  great  producer  of  crimei 
and  to  what  extent  education  operates  in  preventing  it,  is  one  of 
the  most  important,  perhaps,  that  can  enga^  the  attention  of  man ; 
yet,  like  most  other  questions  connected  with  human  improvement 
it  has  been  greatly  perplexed  by  controversy.  One  of  the  most 
satis&ctory  ajod  convincmg  publications  that  I  have  yet  seen  upon 
this  subject  is  fix)m  the  pen  of  Francis  lieber,  LL.D.,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Pre^dent  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  allevia- 
ting the  miseries  of  public  prisons ;  and,  as  the  work  is  not  likdj 
to  oe  familiar  to  many  in  England,  the  importance  of  its  statements 
will  well  warrant  my  transferring  a  few  of  its  passages  to  these 
pages,  of  which  the  following  are  examples : 

**  In  the  British  House  of  Lords  as  well  as  Commons,  it  has  been 
stated  that  education  is  far  from  causing  a  decrease  of  crime,  and  the 
United  States  have  been  adduced  as  instances  of  this  pretended  fact. 
In  one  case  it  has  been  asserted  that  official  information  had  been  ob- 
tained from  the  City  of  New- York  which  would  amply  prove  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  remarks  of  Messrs.  De  Beaumont  and  De  Toc(}ue- 
ville,  contained  in  their  work  on  the  Penitentiary  System  in  the  United 
States,  on  the  apparent  increase  of  crime  in  the  State  of  Connecticnu 
have  been  referred  to  as  equally  confirming  the  statement,  which,  if 
true,  would  disappoint  the  promoters  of  public  instruction  in  one  of  their 
fondest  hopes. 

**  It  appeared  to  me  that,  though  many  individuals  would  be  inclined 
to  dismiss  these  assertions  without  farther  consideration,  since  long  ex- 
«  perience  has  convinced  them  of  a  different  result,  it  woiQd  nevertheless 
be  desirable  that  a  convincing  statement  to  the  contrary  should  be  given 
to  the  public,  both  here  and  in  Europe,  if  we  are  at  all  able  to  do  so. 
The  assertions  are  serious ;  the  consequences  which  their  truth  would 
involve,  of  an  alarming  character;  the  impression  which  they  might 

J  produce,  very  obnoxious  in  an  age  when,  in  many  countries,  greater  ef- 
brts  are  making  to  establish  general  education  than  at  any  previous  pe- 
riod, and  when,  on  the  other  hand,  the  result  at  which  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  and  acute  statistical  writers  have  arrived  apparently  cor- 
roborate the  at)ove  unfavourable  remarks. 

^  Knowl^ge  in  itself  is  neither  good  nor  bad ;  it  has  no  moral  char- 
acter of  its  own ;  and  in  the  translation  of  the  work  of  Messrs.  De  Beau*, 
mont  and  De  TocqueviUe,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  I  have  said : 
*In  this  sense,  knowledge  is,  in  itself,  in  most  cases,  neither  good  nor 
Vol.  IL— D  3 
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btd ;  arithmetic  win  assist  a  defaulter  as  much  as  aa  industrious  maa 
who  woriLs  for  his  family,  as  a  knife  may  serve  the  murderer  as  well 
as  him  who  cuts  a  piece  of  bread  with  it  for  a  crippled  beggar;  Just  as 
the  sun  lends  his  light  to  crime  as  to  virtue.'  But  if  we  come  to  speak 
of  public  instruction,  knowledge  does  not  retain  so  entirely  an  indiffer- 
ent character. 

**  It^as  been  often  remarked  that  instruction,  without  the  careful  cul- 
thratidn  of  the  heart  and  religious  instruction,  leads  to  moral  mischief 
rather  than  to  ^ood  effects.  This  is  undoubtedly  true ;  but  in  practice 
the  remaric  applies  more,  T  believe,  to  sohools  of  a  higher  character  than 
to  what  is  called  a  ^neral  or  popular  school  system.  Times  have  ex- 
isted when  the  religious  cultivation  of  the  heart — ^I  do  not  only  speak  of 
leligious  instruction — was  greatly  neglected  in  schools  where  the  sci- 
ences were  tau|^ht  with  peculiar  success.  But  this  disproportion  does 
not  so  often  exist  in  elementary  schools,  such  as  are  established  by  a 

rmeral  school  system,  for  all  the  classes  in  less  favoured  situations, 
believe  there  is  hardly  a  school,  even  the  meanest,  in  which  the  child 
does  not  receive  some  moral  instruction,  were  it  but  in  a  secondary 
way.  A  teacher  cannot  help  enforcing  some  moral  rules  by  way  of 
keeping  order  in  his  schoolroom,  nor  can  the  lessons  which  the  chil- 
dren have  to  read  and  to  learn  remain  without  instilling  some  moral 
fNrecepts  into  the  mind,  or  disposing  it  better  for  theteception  of  moral 
end  religious  views.  Secondly,  there  is  in  all  knowledge,  even  the  most 
indifferent  as  to  moral  effect,  for  instance  arithmetic,  a  softening  power, 
which  renders  the  mind  more  pliable ;  and,  however  inferior  it  may  be 
In  itself,  it  forms  one  more  link  which  connects  the  individual  with  the 
eociety  in  which  he  lives.  But  the  more  we  can  cultivate  this  feeling 
of  our  being  linked  to  a  society  of  moral  beings,  and  to  a  nation  which 
is  not  of  to-day,  but  in  which  we  have  to  perform  our  duties  as  every 
one  else,  and  the  more  we  can  prevent  the  iiiture  growth  of  a  feeling  of 
separation  from  society,  or,  with  which,  in  fact,  this  feeling  often  ends  in 
its  natural  progress,  of  opposition  to  the  rest  of  society,  the  more  we 
■hall  also  prevent  the  various  acts  of  selfishness,  of  absorbing  egotism, 
of  crime.  It  is  for  this  reason,  among  others,  that  the  instruction  in  our 
political  duties  ought  to  form  a  branch  of  instruction  in  all  schools.  Let 
us  teach  and  convince  eveiy  one  that  he  forms  an  integrant  part  of  the 
community,  upon  the  faithful  performance  of  whose  duties  its  welfare 
partially  depends,  and  we  shall  increase  his  self-esteem,  and  thereby  af- 
ford him  one  of  the  best  preservatives  against  crime. 

"  The  best  preservatives  against  crime  will  always  be  a  well-trained 
mind,  eariy  application,  and  industrious  habits,  together  with  good  ex- 
ample. There  is,  I  believe,  no  person  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
Tanous  and  thorough  observation  of  criminals,  who  will  not  agree  with 
me  on  this  point,  and  it  is  easy  to  judge  how  much  a  sound  school  ed- 
ucation contributes  to  a  regular  training  of  the  youthful  mind. 

*'That  a  universal  school  system  ought  never  to  be  wanting  in  a 
proper  instruction  in  morals  and  the  cultivation  of  religious  feelings,  as 
well  as  instruction  in  political  virtue  and  morality,  is  as  true  as  that  no 
■ystem  of  general  education  will  produce  all  the  good  effects  which  it 
ought  to  produce  without  proper  care  being  taken  for  the  education  of 
teachers.  These  are  truths  acknowledged  in  those  countries  where  pub- 
lic instruction  has  most  prospered.  But  there  are  so  manv  subjects  of 
high  interest  connected  with  public  instruction,  that  I  shoiud  exceed  the 
limits  within  which  I  must  confine  these  observations  were  I  even  but 
briefly  to  touch  upon  them. 

"  All  I  have  stated  so  far  is  as  yet  but  general  assertion,  however  plau- 
■iUe  it  may  appear.    Howare  we,  then,  to  test  its  truth  1    Bycompa- 
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vjnf  the  jnoportion  between  crime  and  population,  rince  public  instnic- 
tioa  has  been  established  in  a  given  country,  to  that  which  before  ex- 
isted! I  have  already  shown  the  fallacy  of  this  test  in  most  cases, 
and  1  must  extend  my  remaiic.  The  increase  of  crime,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  increase  of  indictments  (because  most  generally  some  crime 
has  been  committed  by  some  one  where  there  is  an  indictment),  is  nn* 
fitted  Co  serve  as  a  test  of  the  increased  criminality  of  a  community,  if  we 
are  not  enabled,  by  a  number  of  concurrent  statements,  to  judge  more 
piecisely  of  the  case.  Sometimes  the  police  has  become  more  vigilant ; 
sometimes  the  laws  have  been  made  more  proportionate  to  the  crime, 
and  the  judges  are  more  willing  to  convict ;  sometimes  a  great  influx  of 
destitute  persons  has  taken  place ;  at  others,  public  attention  has  been 
roused,  and  directed  to  certain  crimes  until  then  neglected ;  an  army 
may  have  been  disbanded ;  a  winter  has  been  peculiarly  severe ;  a  fam- 
ine may  have  existed ;  money  transactions  may  have  offered  new  oppor- 
tunities, dec. ;  in  short,  a  number  of  causes,  some  of  which  are  contmn- 
aily  exercising  their  influence  upon  mankind,  may  have  existed  withoat 
the  least  connexion  with  public  instruction ;  nay,  the  latter  may  have 
continued  to  exercise  its  beneficial  influence  during  the  whole  time  that 
crime  was  increasing,  and  may  actually  have  prevented  it  from  still 
greater  increase. 

^  Whether  crime  in  our  Union  has  in  general,  of  late,  increased  or  not, 
I  am  not  able  to  say.  If  impressions  in  matters  of  this  kind  were  worth 
anything,  I  would  say  that  my  impression  is,  that  certain  crimes,  more 
especially  murder,  have  either  increased,  or  it  has  become  more  com- 
mon with  editors  of  newspapers  to  mention  the  details  of  every  murder, 
in  whatever  quarter  of  the  Union  it  may  have  been  committed.  Wher- 
ever the  truth  may  lie,  certain  it  is  that  this  ready  reception  of  accounts 
of  atrocious  deeds  is  pernicious  in  a  great  many  respects.  It  satisfies 
one  of  the  worst  cravmgs  of  the  human  mind,  and  affects  it,  in  turn,  in 
the  same  way  in  which  physical  stimulants  and  exciting  liquors  satisfy, 
and,  in  turn,  ruin  the  body ;  it  has  a  tendency  to  render  the  reader  cal- 
lous ;  and  it  has  a  positive  and  evil  effect  upon  criminally-disposed  per- 
sons. The  power  of  imitation  is  incalculable,  universal,  and  often  op- 
erates by  imperceptible  degrees.  Our  newspapers  ought  certainly  not 
to  be  silent  on  the  various  crimes  which  are  committed,  for  it  is  equally 
important  that  the  true  state  of  things  be  known ;  but  it  strikes  me  that 
it  would  be  both  beneficial  to  the  people  at  lar^e  and  becoming  to  the 
vocation  of  editors  were  thev  to  state  but  the  simple  facts  of  atrocious 
crimes,  and  leave  their  detailed  accounts  to  those  papers  which  avow- 
edly collect  Uie  statements  of  misdeeds,  and  appear  stamped  on  their 
Tery  face  in  a  way  which  makes  every  honourable  reader  flee  them.  It 
would  be  certainly  a  wise  measure  if  the  editors  of  some  of  our  most  re- 
spectable papers  would  set  the  example,  and  agree  to  abstain  in  future 
from  pubhsmng  detailed  accounts  of  barbarous  crimes. 

'*  One  of  the  most  active  causes  in  producing  crime  in  our  country  is 
intemperance.  An  immense  majority  of  all  murders  are  either  commit* 
ted  during  intoxication,  or  in  consequence  of  quarrels  or  misery  brought 
on  by  intemperance.  And  if  crimes  of  an  atrocious  nature  have  m- 
creased  of  late,  it  will  probably  be  found,  by  minute  inquiry,  that  it  is  ia 
a  great  measure  owing  to  the  increase  of  intemperance,  which  some 
years  a^  took  place,  and  which  is  now  showing  its  melancholy  effects 
on  the  mtemperate  themselves,  as  well  as  on  those  who,  in  the  mean 
time,  have  grown  up  with  such  pernicious  examples  before  them. 

**  Though  this  letter  be  not  the  precise  place  for  the  following  remark, 
1  nevertheless  cannot  refrain  firom  making  it,  aince  it  seems  to  me  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  universal  attention  be  directed  to  the  sidiiects 
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namelv,  the  immoderate  uae  of  opium  in  various  shapes,  chiefly  by  way 
of  laudanum,  in  families,  and  especially  with  infants,  without  the  advice 
of  proper  physicians.  My  inquiries  into  the  subject  have  led  me  to  the 
conviction  that  innumerable  parents  create  in  their  children  that  dis- 
eased cravinff  for  stimulants  which,  with  so  many  individuals,  ends  in 
open  and  violent  intemperance,  and  with  many  more  in  a  constant  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  not  much  less  injurious  in  its  consequence.  The  uni- 
ted efforts  of  medical  gentlemen,  as  qf  all  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
instructing  the  people  on  important  points,  might  produce  a  great  change 
towards  the  better. 

"  Intemperance,  however,  which  on  all  hands  is  admitted  as  the  most 
ihiitful  source  of  crime  in  our  country,  will  be  certainly  counteracted  in 
a  degree  by  universally-spread  education,  for  the  reasons  already  men- 
tioned ;  namely,  because  it  trains  and  regulates  the  mind,  connects  the 
individual  with  stronger  links  to  society,  informs  him  in  regard  to  his 
duties  towards  the  Creator,  the  society  he  lives  in,  and  towards  himself 
«nd  his  family,  and  assists  in  producing  self-respect. 

''  The  facts  which  have  lately  appeared  Arom  the  inquiries  instituted  in 
Englsad  as  to  the  extent  and  consequences  of  intemperance  in  tha^ 
country,  the  statements  collected  by  Mr.  Caspar  as  to  intemperance  in 
Prussia,  and  many  details  given  to  the  public  by  Mr.  Quetelet  with  re- 
ftid  to  intemperance  in  France,  show  that  the  remark  1  have  just  made 
IS  also  applicable  to  those  countries. 

"  But  is  there  no  test,  then,  by  which  we  may  ascertain  whether  uni- 
versal education  tends  to  prevent  crime,  or  whether  ignorance  promotes 
it  1  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  means  by  which  we  may  solve  this 
question  to  the  satis&ction  of  every  fair  inquirer,  namely,  by  ascertain- 
ing the  degree  of  education  whidi  every  convict  has  obtained.  If  we 
should  find  that,  in  a  country  in  which  few  individuals  grow  up  without 
some  school  instruction,  an  immense  msyority  of  convicts  are  men  who 
have  not  received  a  fair  school  education ;  if  thus  iterance  almost  al- 
ways accompanies  crime ;  and  if,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  easy  to  account 
for  a  connexion  between  the  two  on  general  and  simple  grounds,  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  our  mind  and  of  human  society  in  general,  I  think  we 
are  authorized  to  conclude  that  there  actually  does  exist  a  necessary 
connexion  between  the  two,  and  that  by  diffusing  knowledge  of  a  mond 
and  scientific  character  we  may  hope  for  a  decrease  of  crime,  and  be 
assured  that  tliough  crime  may  m  reality  or  apparently  have  increased 
for  some  reason,  it  would  have  increased  still  more  without  general  ^- 
Qoation. 

*'  The  ffreatest  circumspection,  indeed,  is  necessary  in  drawing  con- 
clusions from  statistical  statements.  Many  opinions,  apparently  found- 
ed in  reality,  have  currently  been  believed  for  many  years,  and,  in  the 
end,  been  foimd  to  be  erroneous.  But  if,  as  I  have  stated,  repeated  fects 
ajgree  with  the  conclusions  at  which  we  wpuld  arrive  in  the  most  cau- 
tious way  of  reasoning  by  analogy,  and  on  principles  which  are  always 
oonsidered  to  hold ;  and  if,  in  particular,  our  conclusions  are  corrobo- 
rated by  those  individuals  who,  before  all  othere,  have  a  sound  and  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  criminals,  it  would  seem  that  we  may  adopt  the  re- 
sult thus  arrived  at  as  truth. 

^*  There  is  no  warden  or  superintendent  of  any  penitentiary  of  note 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  who  does  not  consider  want  of  education  . 
and  ignorance  as  some  of  the  most  active  agents  in  producing  crime ; 
and  if  there  be  any  subject  connected  wiUi  Question,  or  any  affairs  of 
human  society  respecting  which  the  knowledge  of  practical  men  is 
indispensable,  or  reasoning  on  which,  without  ample  knowledge  of  facts^ 
is  more  gratuitous,  that  subject  is  prison  disciphne  and  the  true  charao- 
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ter  of  conricts.    Bat,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  letters,  there  is 
hot  one  opinion  among  these  gentlemen. 

"  When  I  first  saw  the  statements  to  which  I  have  alluded  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  letter,  T  directed  a  series  of  queries  to  the  wurdens  of  our 
most  prominent  penitentiaries,  and  received  from  nearly  all  of  them  the 
readiest  answers,  not  indeed  always  on  all  of  my  questions.  This 
would  have  taken,  in  some  cases,  too  much  time;  yet  the  statements 
with  which  the  gentlemen  favourc^ne  are  auite  sufficient  to  prove  that 
not  only  education,  but  instruction  even  in  tne  most  elementury  knowl- 
edge, is  verydeficient  in  most  convicts. 

'*  As  Mr.  wood,  the  warden  of  our  Eastern  Penitentiary,  has  ^ven 
the  answer  on  a  number  of  my  queries  in  his  last  report  on  the  peniten* 
tiary  under  his  charge  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  I  shall  give  an  ex- 
tract from  that  quarter. 

"  As  to  the  three  other  letters,  they  are  too  valuable  not  to  be  giv^n 
without  curtailment.  They  prove  once  more  the  facts,  that,  1.  Defi- 
cient education,  early  loss  of  parents,  and  consequent  neg:lect,  are  some ' 
of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  crime.  2.  That  few  convicts  have  ever 
'learned  a  regular  trade,  and,  if  they  were  bound  to  any  apprenticeship, 
they  have  abandoned  it  before  the  time  had  lawfully  expired.  3.  That 
school  education  is,  with  most  convicts,  very  deficient  or  entirely  want- 
ing. 4.  That  intemperance,  very  often  the  consequence  of  loose  edu- 
cation, is  a  most  appalling  source  of  crime.  6.  That  by  preventing  in- 
temperance, and  by  promoting  education,  we  are  authorized  to  befieve 
that  we  shall  prevent  crime  in  a  considerable  degree." 

The  extract  (torn  Mr.  Wood's  report,  to  whidi  Dr.  lieber  re* 
fers,  has  the  foUowing  concluding  paragraph : 

^  There  are  among  mankind  some  who  have  been  liberally  educated 
and  carefully  superintended  during  their  youth,  who  nevertheless  be- 
come abandoned,  and  we  see  others  without  these  advantages  rise  to 
the  first  stations  in  society ;  yet  the  disproportion  is  great.  I  therefore 
believe  that,  had  the  two  hundred  and  nuleteen  convicts  above  mention- 
ed received  a  suitable  education,  both  moral  and  physical,  and  been 
placed  with  |ood  masters  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  learn  some 
practical  business,  where  they  would  be  taugbt  industry,  economy,  and 
morality,  instead  of  spending  their  youth  as  they  have,  few  of  them 
would  ever  have  been  the  inmates  of  a  prison.  All  philanthropists 
agree  that  the  best  mode  of  preventing  crime  is  property  to  educate 
yonth." 

The  a^ent  of  Ae  Smgang  prison,  Mr.  Wiltse,  in  bis  reply  to  Dr. 
lieber's  inquiry,  says,  *'  Whatever  may  be  the  fact  in  other  coun- 
tries, there  can  be  utde  doubt  that  education  and  early  application 
to  some  land  of  business  wdhld  have  ^powerful  tendency  to  de- 
crease crime.  From  my  lon^  intimacy  with  criminals,  I  have  found 
that  a  large  majority  of  convictions  maybe  traced  to  the  formation 
of  bad  habits  m  early  life,  firom  a  total  neglect  on  the  part  of  their 
parents  or  guardians  in  giving  them  education,  and  confining  their 
attention  to  some  systematic  Dusiness." 

The  Rey.  Mr.  Smith,  the  chaplain  of  the  Auburn  State-prison, 
states  that,  out  of  670  prisoners,  there  were  only  three  that  had  re- 
ceived a  collegiate  education,  and  ei^ht  that  had  received  an  aca- 
dendcal  education;  and  all  the  remamder  had  received  only  ayery 
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poor  education,  or  ncme  at  alL  Of  the  same  CTOyOnlyS  were  total 
abstinentSy  159  were  moderate  drinkers,  and  503  were  intemperate 
drinkers ;  while  402  had  committed  their  crimes  wider  the  actual 
influence  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  257  had  had  intemperate  parents. 
Mr.  Pillsbury,  the  warden  of  Connecticut  State-pnson,  answered 
tiie  inquiries  addressed  to  him  bysajring,  ^  The  whole  number  of 
convicts  in  Connecticut  State-prlSh  is  180.  No  convict  here  has 
ever  received  either  a  college  or  clashed  education,  nor  has  any 
one  of  such  education  ever  been  an  inmate  of  this  prison.  The 
ehajdain,  who  from  1827  to  1830  was  acquainted  with  nearly 
1000  convicts  in  the  State-prison  at  Smgsing,  and  with  many  other 
convicts  in  the  prisons  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Auburn, 
had  never  known  a  liberally-educated  convict  in  prison/'  He 
then  states  that,  of  100  convicts  who  came  to  the  prison,  the  usual 

Proportion  is  not  more  than  eight  who  can  read,  write,  and  cipher  ; 
5  m  100  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  habitual  drunkards; 
and  44  in  100  admitted  that  they  had  committed  their  crimes  while 
under  the  excitement  of  liquor ;  while  there  was  not  a  single  con-« 
vict  among  all  the  number  who  before  his  conviction  comd  read 
and  write,  was  of  temperate  habits,  and  followed  a  regular  trade. 

This  last  fact  is  as  important  as  any  that  has  been  stated,  and 
deserves  espedal  notice,  as  well  as  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Pillsbury's  reply,  which  seems  to  remove  altogemer  the  errone* 
ous  impression  created,  of  an  increase  of  crime  corresponding  to  an 
increased  extension  of  education.    He  says, 

''  Since  the  prison  has  been  established  in  this  place,  some  seven  or 
eight  years  ago,  the  number  of  convicts  has  considerably  increased,  and 
hence  the  French  commissioners  and  English  gentlemen  may  have  nat- 
nraUy  inferred  that  there  must  have  been  an  increase  of  crime  in  equal 
proportion.  But  the  truth  of  this  matter  seems  to  he  here.  As  soon  as 
the  new  prison  was  built,  the  criminal  code  was  revised,  and  alterations 
made  so  as  to  punish  a  larger  number  of  offences  with  confinement  in 
the  state-prison.  Besides,  because  the  discipline  of  Uie  prison  was 
thought  to  have  a  strong  tendency  to  zeform  those  who  came  under  its 
influence,  and  as  such  economy  was  used  as  to  make  the  labour  of  the 
convicts  more  than  meet  the  expenses  of  the  whole  establishment,  the 
courts  in  the  different  counties  were  more  than  ever  %efore  incUnai  to 
sentence  individuals  to  the  state-prison  for  the  same  offences.  For 
some  time  past  there  has  been  a  very  manifest  decrease  in  this  state  in 
the  instances  both  of  crime  and  convictions.  Ever  since  last  January 
there  has  been  a  diminution  of  at  least  twenty  in  the  number  of  con- 
victs.*' 

Who  is  there,  after  this  mass  of  evidence  as  to  ignorance  and 
intemperance  being  the  chief  causes  of  crime,  that  wQl  not  admire 
and  commend  the  rulers  and  legislators  of  America  for  doing  their 
utmost  to  promote  education  and  temperance ;  and,  at  tiie  same  time, 
lament  that  Crreat  Britain,  with  all  the  superior  advantage  of  cen- 
turies of  previous  civilization,  should  be  behind  her  own  daughter, 
America,  in  this  respect  1 
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Many  will  remember  the  difficulty  mth  -wluch  the  comparatiTe- 
Iv  small  sum  of  20fi00l.  was  wrung  from  the  ministry  of  England 
V)r  the  buildinj?  of  schoolhouses,  wherever  the  populaticm  of  the 
district  would  furnish  an  equal  amount  to  that  which  they  required 
from  the  public  funds ;  while  in  the  State  of  New*Yofk  alone  the 
amount  of  the  Common  School  fund  is  nearly  two  miUions  of  dd* 
lars,  of  which  nearly  one  million  is  pjaid  yearly  for  teachers'  wages, 
and  the  rest  expended  in  the  erection  of  schoolhouses,  purchases 
of  booksy  and  supplies  of  fuel 

Many  persons  will  also  remember  the  opposition  made  by  the 
government  of  England  even  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  inquiiy  as  to  the  evils  inflicted  on  the  country  by  intemperance ; 
and  the  ridicule  attempted  to  be  thrown  on  every  proposition  for 
restrictmg  the  number  of  spirit-sellers,  or  placing  the  traffic  under 
such  restraints  as  would  lessen  its  evils  to  the  poorer  classes  of  so* 
jciety ;  while  in  America,  the  legislatures  of  Tennessee  and  Massa- 
chusetts have  already  passed  laws  prohibiting  entirely  the  sale  of 
ardent  spirits  in  any  quantities  less  than  fifteen  gallons  to  one  per- 
son at  a  time,  by  which  all  tippling-houses  and  dramshops  are  ex- 
tinguished at  a  angle  blow,  and  the  traffic  restricted  only  to  the 
defers  in  large  quantities,  by  which  more  than  half  the  evils  occa- 
sioned  bv  intemperance  are  removed ;  and  the  example  of  these 
states  will,  it  is  believed,  be  speedily  followed  bv  otiiers. 

In  connexion  with  the  state  of  education  in  Albanv,  it  should  be 
mentioned  that,  in  addition  to  an  ample  number  oi  the  common 
schools  for  the  general  instruction  of  the  humbler  classes,  and 
Sunday-schools  attached  to  every  church  in  the  city,  there  are  two 
first-rate  institutions,  one  called  **  the  Albany  Academy,"  for  the 
education  of  male  youths  only,  and  the  otner  called  ^  the  Al^ 
banv  Female  Academy." 

The  Albany  Academy  was  first  instituted  by  the  murndpal  body 
of  &e  city  about  the  year  1813,  and  the  munificent  grant  of 
100,000  dollars  was  made  from  the  city  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  the  building.  This  is  a  large  and  substantial  edifice  of 
stone,  with  a  centre  and  two  vnngs,  occiq>ymg  a  front  of  90  fee^ 
of  three  storied  in  height ;  the  centre  is  surmounted  by  a  turret  or 
small  steeple,  and  the  whole  is  surrounded  by  an  open  space  of 
green  law^  Its  jposition  is  advantageous  and  comm^bg,  occa- 
pying  a  portion  of  the  hill  on  the  north,  while  the  Capitol  occupies 
a  correspondmg  site  on  the  same  hill  on  the  south,  with  the  great 
avenue  of  Wadiington-street  running  between  them. 

The  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  city  are  trustees  ex-officio,  to 
whom  are  added  others  from  the  gentiy  and  clergy  of  the  city,  to 
the  number  of  axteen  m  all,  and  these  constitute  the  governing 
body  of  the  institution. 

The  faculty  consists  of  the  principal,  a  professor  of  Latin  and 
Qre^  a  professor  of  matb^natics  imd  natural  philosoplgr,  a  pro* 
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feasor  of  English  literature,  and  a  professor  of  modem  languages; 
to  which  are  added,  the  assistants  and  tutors  in  each  department^ 
and  these  are  bound  to  adhere  to  the  printed  statutes,  of  which  a 
copy  is  put  into  the  hands  of  every  student  on  entering. 

Tne  students  are  admitted  from  the  age  of  six  years  and  upward, 
and  are  taught  such  branches  of  learning  as  their  parents  or  ^ar- 
dians  may  prescribe.  For  this  purpose,  the  course  of  tuition  is  di« 
Tided  into  four  branches.  In  the  fourth  class  or  department,  the 
'  one  mto  which  the  pupil  first  enters,  he  is  taught  reaoing,  writing, 
arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  natural  history,  and  general  his- 
tory. In  the  third  class  are  taught  the  higher  branches  of  geog- 
raphy, and  grammatical  construction  of  style,  in  prose  and  verse, 
the  belles  lettres,  and  elements  of  criticism,  and  exercises  in  com« 
position  and  declamation.  In  the  second  class  are  taught  the  high- 
er branches  of  arithmetic,  bookkeeping,  algebra,  mathematics,  nat- 
ural philosophy,  architecture,  mathematics!  geomphy,  and  draw- 
ing. In  the  iurst  class  are  taught  Latin  and  Greek,  Roman  and 
Grecian  antiquities,  mytholoCT,  ancient  history,  and  biography.. 

The  expense  of  each  pupil,  of  which  there  are  now  about  300 
in  the  several  classes,  is  as  follows :  28  dollars  per  annum  for  the 
first  class ;  20  dollars  per  annum  for  the  second  and  third  class; 
and  16  dollars  per  annum  for  the  fourth  class ;  and,  as  the  build- 
ing was  provided  by  the  funds  of  the  State,  it  is  found  that  this  low 
scale  of  expense,  firom  £3  3s.to  £5  12s.  per  annum,  is  quite  suffi- 
cient to  remunerate  handsomely  the  principal,  the  professors,  and 
the  tutors,  beades  admitting  the  gratuitous  education  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  best  scholars  of  the  common  or  district  schools,  who 
are  selected  firom  year  to  year,  according  to  their  merit,  l^  the 
trustees  of  the  institution. 

The  Albany  Female  Academy  was  commenced  about  the  year 
1817.  The  funds  for  its  estabMiment  were  raised  in  shares  of 
proprietors,  amounting  to  30,000  dollars ;  with  this  a  very  fine  and 
commodious  building  was  erected  in  North  Pearl-«treet,  where  its 
noble  projecting  portico  of  the  ionic  order,  the  pillars  of  which  are 
about  6  feet  in  diameter  and  60  feet  in  height,  add  greatly  to  the 
architectural  beauty  of  the  street  This  institution  was  intended  to 
give  to  female  youths  all  the  advantages  of  the  best  classical  and 
mathematical  education  which  is  afforaed  in  other  institutions  to 
male  youths  only ;  and  its  whole  arrangement  is  well  adapted  to 
this  end 

It  is  under  the  government  of  thirteen  trustees,  who  are  elected 
annually  by  the  stockholders,  and  who,  according  to  the  charter, 
for  both  of  these  academies  are  incorporated,  have  the  general 
management  of  its  affairs.  Its  officers  are  a  preadent,  secretary, 
and  treasurer;  and  its  faculty  consists  of  a  professor  of  mental 
philosophy  and  rhetoric,  a  professor  of  natural  philosophy,  chym- 
istry,  and  botany,  a  professor  of  the  French  and  Spanish  languages. 
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and  a  professor  of  elocation  and  compoation;  b  addition  to  whidi 
are  teachers  of  sacred  muac,  of  the  o]^;ao,  harp,  and  piano-forte,  of 
drawing,  and  of  Latin  and  Greek. 

There  is  a  large  and  well-chosen  library  attached  to  the  institu- 
tion, with  maps,  charts,  globes,  models,  and  an  excellent  chymical 
and  philosopmcal  apparatus.  It  contains,  also,  a  cabinet  of  specie 
mens  in  natural  history,  mineralo^,  and  botany ;  and  the  principal. 
Dr.  Campbell,  who  lectures  on  Biblical  and  Jewish  antiquities,  and 
the  professor  who  lectures  on  phyaolo^,  have  each  an  extensive 
set  of  well-executed  transparent  drawmgs  for  the  illustration  of 
their  respective  subjects. 

There  are  two  classes  of  pupils :  those  who  come  from  the  coun* 
try,  and  board  with  the  family  of  the  principal  or  with  the  teachers, 
and  those  whose  families  reside  in  town.  The  former  consist  of 
about  140,  and  the  expense  of  their  board  and  education  is  from 
200  to  225  dollars  per  annum.  The  number  of  the  latter  is  about 
250,  and  the  cost  of  their  education  is  from  12  to  32  dollars  per 
annum,  according  to  the  class  in  which  they  may  be ;  the  lowest 
or  sixth  class  being  three  dollars  per  quarter,  and  the  highest  or 
first  class  being  eight  dollars  per  quarter. 

This  experiment,  which  has  now  been  continued  for  upward  of 
twenty  years,  has  proved  abundantly  what  many  still  affect  to  dis- 
believe or  doubt,  that  the  female  intellect  is  in  no  degree  whatever 
inferior  in  its  capacity  to  receive  and  retain  instruction  m  the 
highest  and  most  difficult  branches  of  learning  to  the  male;  that 
their  powers  of  application  and  their  zeal  for  mformation  are  also 
quite  equal  to  those  of  the  other  sex;  and  that  such  differences  as 
have  hitherto  existed  between  the  intellectual  condition  of  male  and 
female  youths  have  been  wholly  owing  to  their  being  subjected  to 
different  modes  of  education* 

The  same  defect  which  belongs  to  every  plan  of  scholastic  train- 
ing that  I  have  yet  witnessed,  cnaracterizes  this ;  namely,  that  no 
portion  of  time  seems  to  be  allotted  to  physical  training.  There  is 
neither  walking,  riding,  gymnastics,  nor  any  other  fixed  and  regu- 
lar exercises  for  the  body.  The  consequence  is,  that  among  the 
400  pupils  of  the  Academy  there  did  not  seem  a  single  example  of 
vigorous  or  robust  health.  Slender  forms,  pale  cheeks,  and  feeble 
phyacal  powers  were  the  general  characteristics ;  while  the  con- 
stant dram  upon  the  mental  powers,  in  the  study  of  most  of  the 
subjects  taught  in  the  Academy,  and  particularly  in  geometry  and 
the  mathematics,  tended  still  more  to  enfeeble  frames  of  great  del- 
icacy, and  was  calculated,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  to  shorten  life,  as 
well  as  to  make  that  portion  which  remained  less  healthy  for  the 
individuals  themselves,  and  less  favourable  for  their  of&pnng,  than 
if  they  had  two  or  three  hours  less  of  learning  per  day,  and  two  or 
three  hours  of  walking,  riding,  or  gymnastio  exercises,  suited  to 
th^r  years  and  seXj^  in  the  open  air. 
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It  is  a  very  general  belief  among  the  more  elderly  people  of 
America,  that  the  present  race  of  female  yooths  are  greatly  inferior 
in  physical  stamina  to  the  precedine  generation  ;  and,  considering 
the  mode  of  life  they  lead,  with  little  or  no  systematic  plan  of  ex- 
ercise in  the  open  air ;  with  very  early  and  severe  application  to 
studies  while  at  school ;  corresponding  early  introduction  into  life, 
passing  from  15  to  17  amid  the  late  hours  and  dissipation  of  fadi« 
lonable  parties,  thinly  clad,  and  especially  during  the  most  inclem- 
ent parts  of  the  wmter;  early  marriages,  from  16  to  18,  and 
early  bearing  of  children,  with  the  drain  upon  the  strength  of  nur- 
sing ;  insufficient  sleep,  ill-prepared  food,  hasty  and  unroasticated 
meals,  profusion  of  pastry,  sweet-cakes,  and  ice-creams,  which  de- 
stroy the  appetite  for  more  simple  and  more  nourishing  food,  and 
require  frequent  recourse  to  medicine ;  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  all  these  deteriorating  causes  are  considered,  and  their 
accumulated'  force  from  generation  to  ^neration  taken  into  ac- 
count, that  the  effect  should  be  a  declimng  stamina  in  every  suc- 
ceeding race. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

Religious  EatabliihmeDtt  in  AlbaDj.— Number  of  Churches  possessed  br  etch  Sect- 
Proportion  of  the  whole  Populstion  attending  Worship.— Liberal  Support  of  the 
Clergy  or  Ministry.— Beneficisl  Effects  of  the  Volunury  System.— Anecdote  of  « 
noble  Lord  in  America. — Sunday«schools  snd  Teachers  in  Albanr.— Most  ancient 
Churches  of  the  City.— Public  Buildings :  the  Capitol,  the  City  Hall,  the  new  State 
Hall.— Newspapera  of  Albany,  Number  and  Character. — Specimens  of  political  partU 
•an  Warfare.— Pugilistic  Encounter  in  the  Hall  of  Congress.— Causes  of  the  excee- 
stTO  Irritability  of  Southern  Members.— Parallel  Influences  on  the  British  in  India.— 
The  same  in  nairal  Officera  of  all  Natiooa. 

Next  to  the  establishments  for  education,  those  for  religious  wor« 
ship  deserve  attention ;  and  these  are  here,  as  everywhere  that  ire 
had  yet  visited,  numerous,  well  furnished,  and  well  sustained.  The 
Methodists  have  the  greatest  number  of  churches,  there  being  six 
belonging  to  that  body  of  Christians.  The  Presbyterians  come 
next,  havmg  five  churches.  The  Dutch  Reformed  Religion  has 
three,  and  the  Bantist  three.  The  Episcopalians  have  two,  St 
Peter's  and  St  Paul's ;  the  Catholics  have  two,  one  of  them  a  very 
fine  building ;  and  the  Crerman  Lutherans,  the  Universalists,  and 
the  Quakers  one  each.  There  are  thus  24  large  churches,  con- 
taining in  the  whole,  perhaps,  accommodation  in  seats  for  24,000 
persons  out  of  a  population  of  30,000,  of  which,  taking  into  account 
the  infants,  the  very  aged,  the  sick,  and  the  infirm,  there  will  be 
always  at  least  6000,  or  one  fifUi  that  could  not  attend  public  wor^ 
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ikSf ;  80  that  the  means  of  religious  obeerrances  are  amply  sufficient 
for  every  individual  who  could  possibly  pn^t  by  them ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  at  least  20^000  persons  out  of  the  30,000  do  really 
attend  the  places  of  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath  in  Albany. 

The  contrast  which  this  offers  to  England  is  very  remarkable. 
I  have  seen  estimates  by  which  it  appeared  that  not  more  than  one 
in  one  hundred  attended  public  worship  in  London ;  and  I  think 
that  in  Norwich,  where  the  churches  are  very  numerous,  and  much 
seal  exerted  to  procure  attendance,  not  more  than  twelve  in  one 
hundred,  or  about  an  eighth  of  the  whole  population,  frequented 
any  church.  It  is  probable  that  in  no  part  of  England  is  there  ac* 
commodation  in  the  churches  or  chapels  of  the  towns  or  districts 
for  one  half  the  population  of  such  places ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
there  is  any  town  in  England  in  which  one  third  of  the  entire  pop- 
ulation really  attend  regularly  any  place  of  worship ;  while  here 
at  Albany  two  thirds  of  the  whole  community  are  found  in  attend- 
ance  in  one  or  other  of  the  churches  every  Sunday. 

The  whole  of  these  establishments  are  sustaineci  by  the  voluntary 
system  of  support ;  each  congregation  first  choosing,  and  then  main* 
taining,  its  o^  pastor,  which  they  do  with  great  liberality,  no 
^.^  minister  recdving  less  than  1000  dollars  or  ^XM.  per  annum  as 
'    regular  stipend,  besides  presents  at  baptisms,  weddines,  &c,  some- 
times equal,  on  the  whole,  to  the  salary  itself;  and  omens  receiving 
2000  dollars  per  annum,  with  the  same  additional  perquisites ;  the 
Bcale  of  whidi  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  while  we  were 
at  Albany,  a  marriage  was  solemnized  between  two  members  of 
the  same  con^egation,  and  a  present  of  500  dollars  or  100/.  was 
*  sent  to  the  mmister  on  this  occasion.    The  voluntary  system  of  sup* 
porting  religion,  while  it  is  certainly  more  agreeable  to  the  parties 
who  have  to  make  the  paymente,  is,  on  the  whole,  more  uniformly 
beneficial  to  those  who  are  paid,  as  the  average  incomes  of  reh- 

S'ous  teachers  in  America  greatly  exceeds  the  average  incomes  of 
e  established  clergy  in  I^gland.  Besides  this,  it  leads  to  great 
care  and  circumspection  on  the  part  of  the  people,  who  are  to 
dioose  and  pay  their  pastor,  to  see  that  he  is  in  every  respect  an 
honour  to  their  choice  and  worthy  of  their  reward. 

The  consequence  is,  that  an  ill-educated  or  an  immoral  man  can- 
not find  his  way  into  the  American  clergy.  There  is  no  opening 
of  patronage,  or  interest,  or  purchase  by  which  he  can  make  an 
entry  into  that  body ;  and  being  carefully  selected  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  having  every  conceivable  motive  for  retaining  his 
Eound,  and  justiiyine  the  soundness  of  the  choice  in  the  second, 
s  zeal,  industry,  and  correct  conduct  are  all  called  forth  to  their 
utmost,  and  the  greatest  harmony  of  respect  and  affection  almost 
uniformly  reigns  oetween  the  pastor  and  his  flock.  The  estima- 
tion in  which  the  clergy  are  held  here,  and  the  influence  which 
they  consequently  exercise  over  the  taste  and  conduct  of  the  com- 


IS  STATE  or  ilBW-TOUL 

mmiihr,  is  much  greater  than  it  is  in  England,  and  dios  it  is  that 
tiie  churches  are  more  uniformly  filled,  the  aernces  altogether 
more  decorous,  more  impressiye,  and  more  eflkient,  the  seats  more 
commodious^  the  furniture  more  substantial,  the  singing  and  music 
more  refined  as  well  as  devotional,  the  prayers  more  earnest,  the 
sermons  more  searching,  and  the  congregations  more  influenced  by 
reliffious  motives  or  respect  to  religious  principles  and  observances 
in  their  general  conduct  in  sodety. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  here  a  curious  anecdote  of  one  of  our 
distinguished  legislators,  which  is  worth  recording.  In  a  conver* 
sation  which  I  had  with  one  of  the  State  judges,  resident  in  Alba- 
ny, as  to  the  oppodte  opinions  entertained  in  Ei^land  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  supporting  religion  by  a  State  establishment  or  by  the  vol- 
untary system,  I  mentioned  that  I  had  myself  heard  debates  in  the 
English  House  of  Commons,  in  which  it  was  boldly  asserted  on  the 
one  side  that  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  churches  of  every  sect 
in  America  was  sufficient  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  voluntary 
system  of  support  for  religion,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  was  as 
warmly  contended  by  those  who  were  in  favour  of  a  State  estab* 
lishment,  that  the  vomntair  svstem  had  entirely  failed  in  America, 
where  there  was  a  great  deal  less  of  religion  and  religious  obser*  a 
Tances  than  in  England.  I  added  that  these  counter  assertions 
staggered  the  doubtmg,  who  could  not  decide  on  the  relative  value 
of  the  conflicting  evidence,  especially  when  a  nobleman  of  great 
talents,  one  of  the  ablest  supporters  of  the  State  Church,  and  who, 
in  addition  to  his  rank,  station,  and  ability,  added  the  advantage 
of  having  travelled  in  America,  allied  himself  to  the  latter  party. 

Upon  nearin^  this,  the  learned  Judge  said,  *'I  do  not  wonder 
that  this  noble  lord  saw  so  littie  of  the  reli^on  and  religious  ob* 
servances  of  the  Americans  when  he  travelled  among  tnem,  be- 
cause I  happen  to  remember  being  at  Utica,  where  the  court  was 
then  sitting,  at  the  period  of  his  arrival  in  that  city,  accompanied 
by  two  other  gentlemen  now  in  the  British  Legislature ;  and  on  the 
Sunday,  when  our  religious  observances  are  most  apparent,  these 
young  English  statesm^i,  and  friends  and  advocates  of  an  establish- 
ed church,  set  off  in  their  carriage  to  the  West,  with  their  dogs  and 
guns,  on  a  shooting  or  sporting  excursion,  to  the  no  small  surprise 
of  those  who  thought  they  might  have  all  been  much  more  appro- 
priately employed." 

Excessive  zeal  for  the  Established  Church  is,  however,  capable 
of  a  more  easy  solution  than  a  belief  that  the  voluntaiy  system  is 
not  favourable  to  the  interests  of  religion  in  America ;  and  may  be 
sometimes  found,  perhaps,  in  the  fact  that  deep  interest  at  stake 
in  the  amount  of  church  property,  and  church  patronage,  will  obscure 
the  perception  of  men  of  the  most  brilliant  talents,  if  such  induce- 
ments as  these  to  advocate  an  established  church  existed  in  America, 
I  have  no  doubt  that,  with  the  class  who  possessed  these  pecuniary 
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^  advantages,  Uie  TdoDtary  system  would  be  just  as  unpopular  here 
'  as  it  is  vmjf  the  same  class  in  Englatxl.    But  put  the  question  fair- 
ly on  the  issue  of  its  merits,  to  be  decided  by  impartial,  because 
(usinterested  witnesses,  and  ^lO'liAiQiber  are  very  few  in  either  coun* 
tiy  whose  judgments  would  'ii||^4jeiude  in  its  favour. 

To  every  one  of  the  chunarit'in  Albaiay  a  Sunday-school  is  at- 
tached, in  which  are  educated  and  trained  up  in  respect  for  religion 
about  5000  children ;  the  duty  offeachers  m  these  schools  is  per- 
formed by  young  persons  of  the  first  faottlies  of  the  city,  of  both 
sexes,  who  appear  to  take  a  ^reat  ddijglijt  in  this  pure  exercise  of 
benevolence,  by  gratuitously  mstruo^g  those  who  would  other- 
wise remain  ignorant,  and  devoting  themselves  for  years  to  this 
service, 
j^     It  appears  from  the  ancient  r^pords  of  the  Corporation  that  the 
^  first  church  in  Albany  waF  erected  in  the  year  1656,  the  comer- 
stone  of  which  was  laid  ty  Rutger  Jacobson.    It  was,  of  course,  a 
Dutch  church.    The  hdi  and  pulpit  were  sent  firom  Holland  in 
April,  1657.    Previoos  to  this  time  Divine  service  was  performed 
in  "  The  Fort,"  zni  afterward  in  a  small  blockhouse  erected  for 
the  purpose.    TVs  church,  for  which  the  bell  was  sent,  continued 
jUo  be  used  till  Ite  year  1715,  a  period,  of  59  years.    At  that  time 
^^£he  church  vas  finind  too  small,  and  fhe  inhabitants  determmed 
gn  erecli^  a  laigcrone.    But,  with  characteristic  fondness  for 
preachings  &^d  for  Divine  service  generally,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  old  church  should  be  used  during  the  period  that  the  new 
drarck'was  erecting  over  it    It  was  accordindy  so  managed  that, 
^ilHiik  the  new  church  was  in  progress,  enclosing  the  old  one,  not 
"m  fingle  Amday  was  lost  m  preaching  in  the  latter.    In  1806  the 
D£W  church  was  opened  and  the  old  one  demolished ;  and  it  is 
dtated  that  a  Dutchman  of  the  name  of  Onderkirk  was  the  first 
person  christened  in  that  church,  and  the  last  One  buried  at  the 
/^  sound  of  its  bell. 

The  next  oldest  pla^e  of  worship  in  Albkny  was  St  Peter^s 
Church,  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  in  1705,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  who  presented  i^  with  plate  for  the  communion 
service.  The  inscription  on  the  new  one  erected  in  its  stead  is  as 
fi^Uows :  **  Glory  to  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy  en- 
doreth  forever.  St.  Peter's  Church,  formerlynstandi^  in  the  centre 
of  State-street,  at  its  intersection  with  Barrack-street,  built  A.D. 
1705,  incorporated  A.D.  1802.'' 

Of  the  other  public  buUdingB,  the  Capitol,  or  Leg^islative  Hall,  is 
on^wof  the  most  prominent  it  stands  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  or 
highest  part  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  tenninates  the  upward  vista 
di  State-street  from  the  river,  as  the  Albany  Academy  terminates 
ihe  vista  of  Steub^-street,  each  having  their  foundations  at  an  ele- 
vation of  130  feet  above  the  Hudson.    It  is  a  fine  building  of  stone, 
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115  feet  in  front,  90  feet  in  depth,  and  50  fieet  m  height,  inde- , 
pendently  of  tiie  small  tower  arising  from  the  centre,  <|p^.the  sunn '^  '^ 
mit  of  which  stands  the  figure  of  Justice.  It  has  a  basement  of  10 
feet,  and  two  stories  above  th^lt  '^Tlie  east  firoiit,  looldng  down 
State-street  towards  the  riverj  liM«h  Ionic  portico  of  four  pillars, 
about  33  feet  in  height ;  and  in  tW' interior  are  two  halls  of  legis- 
lation for  the  Senate  and  thejj&Aseoibly,  with  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Justice  and  the  Court  of  Cfalpcery  for  the  State,  the  State  li- 
brary, consistmg  of  SOjOjOYohunes,  and  other  rooms  for  committees 
and  public  business.  InrTarious  rooms  are  well  proportioned,  and 
well  adapted  to  their  ren>ecthe  purposes ;  they  are  adorned  with 
full-length  portrsdts  of  Washington!  of  the  severed  governors  of  the 
state  in  succession,  of  the  several  (^anceUors  of  the  state  also,  with 
portraits  and  busts  of  other  publiq  characters  of  America.         *  .^ 

The  City  Hall,  which  is  not  far  from  the  Capitol,  and  which  is  W 
used  for  munidpal  buaness  transacted  bj  the  mayor  and  corpora- 
tion, who  form  the  local  government  of  the  town,  is  also  a  fine  ed- 
ifice, built  of  white  marble,  and  surmounted  by  a  dome,  wkich  is 
gilded,  and  is  a  conspicuous  object  from  afar  on  approaching  the 
city. 

A  new  State  Hall  is  now  in  process  of  biuliKng,  constructed 
also  of  white  marble,  and  in  the  nei^nbourhood  of  the  Capitol,  th^ 
Academy,  and  the  City  Hall.    This  is  to  contain  all  t^  j^blic  of- 
fices for  the  various  state  officers,  such  as  the  secretary  of  state, 
comptroller,    treasurer,   surveyor-general,    attomey-geneial,   ami 
others. 

Of  newspapers  there  are  four  in  Albany,  three  daily  and  om:. 
weekly.  Of  the  dcdly  there  are  two  morning  and  one  evening  pa- ' 
per.  "The  Argus,"  published  in  the  morning,  is  conducted  by  tie 
gentleman  who  nolds  the  office  of  State  printer,  which  is  very  lu* 
crative ;  and  he,  of  course,  supports  the  existing  administration,  or 
is,  in  other  words,  highly  Demo<;|ra1ic,  the  local  government  of  the 
state  according  with'  the  general  government  of  the  Union,  it  being 
in  the  hands  of  the  Democratic  party  at  present  The  other  morn- 
ing paper,  "  The  Daily  Advertiser,"  is  Whig,  or  opposed  to  the 
present  administration ;  so  is  "  itie  Evening  Journal,"  while  "  The 
Family  Weekly  Newspaper"  is  on  the  Democratic  side ;  so  that,  in 
number  of  oi^ans,  the  forces  are  well  balanced ;  and  in  ability  the 
talent  appears  as  equally  divided.  Here,  however,  as  everywhere 
else  in  America,  the  most  violent  language  is  used  by  the  writers 
of  one  party  towards  those  of  another ;  and  so  entird^  partial  are 
both,  that  no  stranger  could  ever  arrive  at  the  truth  wi&out  oom- 

Earing  the  statements  of  one  side  with  those  of  the  other,  which, 
owcver,  are  often  so  directly  opposite,  even  in  matters  of  fa6t, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  know  how  much  to  allow  for  misrepresentation 
in  both. 
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As  an  instance!  the  following  may  be  cited.  The  state  author- 
ities beiiw»ui^^^  of  ^  house  for  some  public  purpose,  and  tiie 
state  primer '(the  editor  of  the  Armis)  having  one  well  adapted  to 
such  purpose,  it  was  purchased  oT  him  by  the  authorities  for  what 
was  considiered  a  fair  and  just  pijce.  If  the  house  had  belonged 
to  any  person  else,  the  matter  would,  perhaps,  never  have  been 
heard  of  more ;  but  belonging  to  the  Democratic  editor,  it  became 
the  subject  of  the  most  unsparing  attacks,  and  imputations  of  cor- 
ruptioq.  bribery,  fraudulent  misapplicatioikpf  the  public  money,  and 
80. on,  for  days  and  weeks  in  successioaTHhe  papers  on  each  side 
making  it  the  subject  of  a  bitter  partisan  warfare  throughout  the 
state. 

The  following,  from  a  lieighbouring  journal,  is  the  shortest  spe- 
cim^  that  can  oe  given  of  Uie  sort  of  language  used  by  the  edi« 
tors  of  and  towards  each  other  in  this  criminating  and  recrimina* 
ting  kind  of  controversy : 

^  The  Cooperstown  Freeman's  Journal  concludes  a  brief  notice  of  the 
mUre|Wesentations  on  tliis  subject  with  the  following  remark  : 

" '  We  ought  not  to  close  our  passing  notice  of  this  without  at  least 
adverting  to  the  character  of  the  source  whence  these  black  and  damn.* 
ing  charges,  upoa  gentlemen  equal  in  integrity  and  respectabiUty  to  any 
in  this  or  any  other  state,  proceed.  They  have  their  orij[in  with  tlie 
Albany  Evening  Journal ;  a  paper  which,  in  its  dealings  with  the  chai<- 
acter  ani  conductof  others,  and  with  matters  of  fact,  repudiates  as  weQ 
the  binding  force  of  the  received  obligations  of  honourable  courtesy,  as 
the  still  higher  obligation  of  a  sacred  regard  for  truth.  With  such  char* 
acteristics,  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  has  earned  the  contempt  of  all  hon- 
eorable  men.* " 

One  of  the  most  ludicrous  exiubitions  of  this  party  spirit  that  I 
remember  to  have  heard  of,  is  contained  in  the  following  para* 
graph,  taken  from  one  of  the  New-York  papers  of  July,  1SS& : 

**  Removal  or  a  Hkar8e-drive». — ^The  Whig  authorities  of  New-Ha« 
ven  have  removed  Mr.  Willoughby,  a  worthy  man,  from  the  place  of 
hearse-driver,  and  appointed  another  person  in  his  place,  on  account  of 
his  Whig  principles.  *  For  the  first  time,*  says  the  Hartford  Times, 
*  since  the  creation  of  the  world  down  to  the  present  3^ar  of  1838,  this 
hamble  station  is  made  political.*  *' 

Another  instance  of  the  eagerness  with  which  every'incident  is 
caught  up,  and  made  to  subserve  some  party  purpose,  either  by  el- 
evating the  one  side  or  depressmg  the  other,  may  be  given  from 
ihe  Albany  Argus  of  July  13,  which  contained  the  following  para- 
graph: 

'*  Whig  Obaracteristics.^As  the  late  session  of  Congress  commen* 
oad  in  violence,  personal  and  otherwise,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  and 
Bank  bullies,  and  was  early  marked  with  blood  (in  the  duel  by  which  Mr, 
*€illey  was  killed  by  Mr.  Graves,  and  in  which  Mr.  Wise  was  the  seo- 
Ottd  of  the  latter),  so  it  has  now  very  appropriately  terminated  with  an 
affair  of  fisticuffs  between  two  Whie  members  from  Tennessee.  The 
circumstances  are  thus  told  by  a  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New* 
York  Amerioani  under  date  of  the  9th  instant : 
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^ '  Yesterday  moniiii|[  (Holy  Sunday),  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Maury, 
of  Tennessee,  had  a  pugilistic  encounter  in  the  House  a  %w  minutes  af- 
ter it  adjourned.  They  were  much  bruised,  and  each  received  a  brace 
of  black  eyes.  The  circumstances  were  as  follow:  It  appears  that 
early  on  Sunday  morning  Mr.  Maury  was  very  active  in  procuring  a  call 
of  the  House,  in  order  to  show  the  country  who  were  the  delinouents. 
Mr.  Campbell  was  among  the  absentees,  and  was  brought  to  the  bar 
with  the  rest  in  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms.  At  eight  o'clock,  when 
the  house  adjourned,  the  latter  went  to  his  colleague  and  reproached  him 
for  his  conduct  in  aiding  the  call,  at  the  same  time  alleging  that  Mr.  M« 
had  done  it  with  a  view  to  injure  him  (Mr.  C.)  at  home  among  his  con- 
stituents. Crimination  and  recrimination  followed,  and  each  gentlenmn 
honoured  his  opponent  with  the  epithet  of  ^  har,'*  "  scoundrel,"  and  so 
forth.  As  might  be  expected,  a  personal  conflict  was  the  result,  and 
blows  were  bestowed  in  abundance.  Not  more  than  five  members  re- 
mained when  the /rociM  commenced,  and  they,  of  course,  did  not  attempt 
to  interfere.  After  the  belligerants  had  belaboured  each  other  to  their  ; 
hearts*  content,  they  suspended  hostilities,  and  retired  to  their  respective 
homes,  and  have  not  been  seen  since.  It  is  said  they  are  so  well  satis- 
fied with  their  mutual  inflictions,  that  no  doubts  are  entertained  as  to 
farther  proceedings.' " 

Now  it  was  certainly  not  because  they  were  both  Whigs  that 
these  members  thus  assaulted  each  other,  but  because  they  were 
both  hot-blooded  young  Southerners,  residents  in,  and  represents-  ^ 
tives  from,  a  slave  state,  brought  up  in  the  almost  uncontrolled  ex-  ^ 
ercise  of  their  irresponsible  will  over  those  sulnect  to  their  author- 
ity, and,  therefore,  impetuous  and  ungovernable  even  among  their 
equals,  when  their  passions  are  excited  by  opposition. 

It  would  have  been  far  more  just,  therefore,  to  liave  headed  such 
a  paragraph  by  the  words  "  Southern  Characteristics,"  or  "  South- 
ern Impetuosity,"  or  some  such  title,  and  have  drawn  from  it  the 
same  lesson  as  should  be  drawn  from  the  murder  of  a  member  of 
the  Arkansas  Legislature  by  the  speaker  descending  from  his  chair, 
and  stabbing  the  offending  member  to  the  heart  on  the  floor,  and 
from  the  constant  duels  and  assassinations  with  whieh  the  Southern 
States  are  so  stained ;  all  of  which  proves  this :  that,  wherever  the 
institution  of  slavery  exists,  and  any  one  class  of  men  may  exercise 
with  impunity  uncontrolled  and  irresponsible  power  over  any  other 
class  of  men,  they  can  hardly  fail  to  have  all  their  angry  and  vin- 
dictive passions  frequently  called  forth  and  continually  strengthen- 
ed by  exercise ;  and  hence  it  forms  a  part  of  the  general  charac- 
ter of  persons  bred  up  under  such  unfavourable  circumstances,  to 
be  more  fier}*,  impetuous,  and  ungovernable,  even  among  their  own 
class,  when  once  excited. 

It  happened  that  during  our  stay  at  Washington  we  lived  in  the 
same  house,  and  breakfasted  and  dined  daily  at  the  same  table, 
with  the  two  young  members  from  Tennessee,  Mr.  Maury  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  as  well  as  with  Mr.  Wise  from  Virginia  ;  and  during  a 
familiar  intercourse  of  many  weeks  we  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing that  they  were  generally  mild,  amiable,  courteous,  and  gener^ 
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ous  when  all  things  went  smoothly ;  but  their  imptuses  were  so 
strong  that  they  were  all  far  more  unitor  the  dominion  of  feeling 
than  of  reason ;  a  state  which,  with  tw  few  exceptions,  is  com- 
mon to  all  the  high-bred  youths  of  the  South)  and,  indeed,  to  the 
white  population  there  generally  j  and  is  to  be  attibuted  whoUy, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  to  the  influencflir^ilaTe  institutions. 

In  the  same  spirit,  and  from  the  oiperation  of  the  same  causes, 
the  British  youths  in  In^a,  whether  in  the  civil  or  the  military  ser- 
Tice,'act  with  more  vblence  towards  the  Hindus  and  Mohamme- 
daqijflubject  to  their  authority  than  they  would  dare  to  do  aihong 
thcw^enor  ranks  of  their  own  cou|tarmen  at  home,  and  thus  pro- 
^(rwwy  aojuire  a  habit  of  arrogIKe  and  hauteur,  of  doidneer- 
mg,  or,  as  it  IS  called  in  India, ''  bahaudering,"  at  lest  ciVer  thcdr 
equals,  so  that  qaarrels  are  more  quickly  excitdi  aaiLniore  difficidt 
to  allay,  ddds  are  more  fi^uent,  and  the  exerciflit||i£ill  the.fDgH| 
passions  more  uncontrolled.  The  same  is  the  case  ^Hi&  y(Mh#  p^ 
cers  trained  up  as  midshipmen  and  lieutenants  in  the  FrenS,  tihe  A 
Americap^  and  the  Briti^  navies ;  the  same  with  commanders  of 
ships  generally,  and,  ia'riibrt,  of  all  classes  and  in  all  nations,  who 
beffm  by  too  early  an  exercise  of  an  uncontrolled  power  over 
and  grow,  as  it  were  unconsciously,  to  be  tyrants^  widic 
ever,  being  able  to  exercise  any  restraining  domimon  ovi 
selves ;  thus  truly  has  the  poet  said, 

"  Mifl^hpd  man, 
DreM'd  in  a  litUa^^HUhority, 


PUjrs  nHlkkDtfli^nb  ^fon  high  hetTsn 
AtmalPtB^jp  ■■>■■  -•> 
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CHAPTER  IV, 

Popalation  of  Albany.— Namben  irtt.Ciiites.~Chaiicter  of  Mr.  Van  ReDnelaer,  the 
Palroon.— Influence  of  Dutch  Otibmt  OB  social  If  amMft.— Early  Hoan,  and  geoeral 
Gravity  of  Demeanoar.—Theatrea,  Concerta,  and  BtHa  not  Popular.— Opinion  of 
American  Writers  on  Democracy.— lu  Influence  inproducmg  Mediocrity  oi  Taste.— 
Objectiona  to  acknowledge  Masters  by  Servants.— Celebration  of  the  National  Inde- 
peodence,  4tb  of  July.— Order  of  the  Proceaaions  and  Ezerciaes.- Venerable  Aspect 
of  the  Heroes  of  the  Revolution.— Procession  of  the  Young  Men's  AssociaiMapn^Qdes 
and  ominal  Poems  on  the  OccaMp.— Public  Amusemenu.— Evening  SsiiMliL— 
OrdtTv  DOfariety,  snd  Decorum  of  Air  Day.— History  of  the  Temperance  MHIi  in 
A Ibsnyd— Character  and  Labours  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Delavan.— Opposition  of  tbi  Klch.^ 
Backed  fay  the  Clergy.— Wide  Field  yet  open  for  Temperance  Efibrts.— Evamplee  of 
Dinster  irom  Bom  and  Gunpowder. — Lines  in  Commemoratioo  of  the  4th  of  July.— 
Climate  of  AAglbr-Extreme  Cold  and  Heat.— Ezcesaive  Heetat  allthe  great  Cities. 

.  — Uidierous  Bpnt  attribnted  to  this.— Badness  of  the  PkveiBents  ia  America.— De- 
iiclppeyiBf  Di)tti>Wum  Institutions  in  Albany.— Visit  to  the  Orpbtn  Asvlum  there.— 
Hisldry  of  its  Origin  and  Funds.— Description  of  the  Establishment— Successful  Ex- 

'  periment  on  Vegetable  Diet— Exercises  of  the  Children  in  Geography.— Patriotic 
Speech  of  one  m  the  Pupils.— Republicsn  Hymn.— Air  of  God  save  the  King.— Ef- 
fect of  such  Exercises  on  the  youtnful  Mind.— AiMil  Cost  and  Weeklgr  £zpense  of 
each  Orphan.— Unsatis&ctory  Visit  to  the  Albsiy»injUBL 

mlation  of  Albany  was,  at  the  last  census  of  1830,  ascer- 
be  28,109 ;  and  at  present  it  is  estimated  to  exceed  30,000. 
AmdAg  these  there  are  fewer  coloured  persons  than  we  had  yet 
seen  in  any  part  of  America,  the  domestic  servants  being  mostly 
Insh,  from  among  the  emigrajij^  who  pass  through  this  city  on  their 
way  to  the  West  ,■*.;'  U^ 

There  is  also  less  of  inejnpi&|y  in  (be  condition  of  the  families 
residing  here  than  in  the  larMTrOities  on  the  seacoast.  There  are 
much  ^^^  who  are  very  rich,  and  scarcely  any  who  are  very  poor. 
The  iniS^tial  of  the  greatest  wealth,  perhaps,  in  the  state,  it  is 
true,  rerides  here,  but  he  is  only  one ;  the  fortunes  q£  most  of  the 
other  wealthy  men  here  being  much  more  moderate. 

Thif  IS  the  celebrated  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  known  by  the 
name  of  "The  Patroon,"  a  word  derived  from  the  Dutch,  and  cor- 
responding in  its  meaning,  it  is  said,  to  our  English  phrase  of  <'  lord 
of  the  manor."  This  gentleman's  ancestor  was  one  of  the  earliest 
of  the  Dutch  settlers  here,  and  had  a  grant  of  land  extending  for 
24  miles  along' fiie  banks  of  thWifer,  and  24  miles  inland,  at  that 
time  an  uncleared  wilderness,  mit  now  a  princely  domain.  This 
has  descended,  by  the  custom  of  primogeniture,  to  the  present  pos- 
sessor ;  i)ut  a  law  of  the  State  of  New- York,  passed  some  time 
since,  ha>'ing  prohibited  such  custom  in  future,  the  property  will,  at 
his  death,  be  divided  amone  his  children. 

In  addition  to  his  territorial  and  patrimonial  wealth,  ^^  The  Pa- 
troon"  some  years  since  was  obliged  to  take,  in  payment  of  a  bad 
debt  of  50,000  dollars  then  owing  to  him,  a  tract  of  land  near  New- 
Yorky  and  another  in  the  west  of  this  state,  wliich  he  Aen  con- 
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flidered  a  great  hardship,  as  it  was  comparatively  valueless.  In- 
creased population,  and  the  progressive  improvemient  of  the  coun« 
try,  have  made  these  tracts,  however,  so  valuable,  that  it  is  said 
his  whole  property,  patrimonial  and  otherwise,  yields  him  a  clear 
income  of  more  win  a  milUon  of  dol&rs,  or  j£200,000  sterling  per 
annum.  I  have  no  m^^  of  asceitakiing  whether:  this  is  strictly 
true,  but  such  is  the  fgftiitafi  cpinion;  and  the  extent  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  thfi^  number  of  fahnt.and  houses  belonging  to  him,  render 
it  extremelyffrobable.   ^  /  •  A- 

This  oU.gentleinan  is  iiidiiira^  of  70  years  of  age^  and  fee- 
ble. Ite|^  1^9  h6wever^i(^|£it  and  virtuous  a  life,  and  been  so 
generoaiand  liberal  with  Jus irttilth, that  he  is  universally  respect- 
ed and  belored.  He  has  been  also  iA90t  happy  in  the  honourable 
conduct  of  i^^j^dron,  whose  largfTcflirpectations  have  not  made 
them  at  all  lip  pbxios  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  esteem  o£ 
their  neighbtfiAs,  wiih  whom  they  mingle  on  terms  of  the  most 
friendly  equality,  and  lead  the  most  rational  and  least  ostentatious  ^ 
life  ima^able.  Altogether  their  presence  and  influence  seems  to 
be  felt  as  a  bles^e  to  the  community.* 

Besicflf^  family  of  theyan  RensKlaers,  there  are  many  others 
of  Dutch  descent,  more,  jieflbips,  than  in  anv  other  oommumty  in 
America.  These,  in  their  number  and  ramifications,  give  a  groit 
gravity  and  decorum  to  the  general  tone  of  society  here.  There  is 
kss  of  show  in  houses,  carriages,  and.jborseB ;  less  of  formal  visiting, 
and  large  and  expensive  parties;  ]j|i||  of  ceremony  and  etiquette  m 
visiting;  very  early  hours  for  metSlV seven  for  breakfast,  two  for 
.diiiner,  and  six  for  tea;  plainer  and  nkipre  simple  fare  at  each  than 
'in  the  larger  towns;  and  instead  of  persons  living,  as  they  too  fre- 
quendy  do  in  the  large  commerdal  cities,  at  a  rate  beyond  their  m- 
come,  and  then  winding  up,  after  a  career  of  extravagance,  in  a 
state  of  insolig^cy,  every  family  here  lives  much  within  its  income, 
axd  lays  by  accumulated  means  for  the  succeeding  generation. 
V-ttHljjwinter  is  the  period  when  Albany  is  fullest  ot  residents  and 

ingera,  for  at  that  season  of  the  year  the  Legislature  and  the 

ifiB  are  in  session ;  and  at  that  time,  besides  the  families  of  the 
lators,  and  the  members  of  the  bench  and  the  bar,  a  great 
number  of  families  come  in  from  the  coimtry  to  stay  for  tluMnnter. 
There  is  then  somewhat  more  of  gf^ety  than  in  the  summer,  though 
even  then  there  is  less  than  in  motlt  other  cities. 

The  theatre  is  rarely  frequented,  except  when  Mr.  Forrest  or 
some  very  attractive  performer  comes,  and  then  only  by  a  small 
class  of  the  population.  Concerts  are  not  often  given :  and  it 
may  serve  to  show  the  feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  influ- 
ential classes  towards  public  singers  generally,  to  mention  that 
Madame  Caradori  Allan,  who  gave  a.  concert  at  Troy,  six  miles  off, 
"with  only  half  the  population  of  Albany,  was  uiiable  to  give. a 

*  Thia  Tenerable  and  vctUent  man  hat  lince  descended  to  the  griTe. 


♦■ 


44  STATE   OF  NEW-TORK. 

concert  here,  because  the  only  eli^ble  room  for  that  purpose,  which 
is  a  spacious  haD,  forming  the  chapel  of  the  Female  Academy,  was 
refused  to  her  by  the  tnirtees,  on  the  ground  of  her  beins  also  an 
actress,  though  it  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Russell,  a  vocalist,  who 
was  only  a  singer !  Balls  are  not  frequent,  nor  verv  largely  at- 
tended; and,  m  short,  the  grave  influence  of  Dutch  descent,  min- 
fled  with  the  religious  infmenoe  of  the  Puritan  settlen  of  New- 
Ingland,  many  of  whose  descendants  reside  here  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, contribute  jointly  to  give  a  more  quiet  and  sober  air  to  every- 
thing done  in  the  city,  than  even  theQuaker  influence  spreads  over 
Philadelphia. 

An  English  writer  would  perhaps  be  blamed  for  saying  that  the 
consecjuence  of  these  influences  was  a  decided  mediocrity  in  public 
taste  m  matters  of  public  attainment  or  public  execution.  But 
Jieom  one  of  their  own  writers  it  may  be  less  mipalatable.  Of 
the  fact  there  can  be  no  doubt;  as  to  the  causes,  tnere  may  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion.  Mr.  Cooper,  the  American  author,  in  his 
late  work  on  the  Democracy  of  America,  thus  accounts  for  it : 

"  The  tendency  of  democracies  is  in  all  things  to  mediocrity,  since 
the  tastes,  knowledge,  and  principles  of  the  majority  form  the  tribund 
of  appeal.  This  circumstance,  while  it  certaimy  serves  to  elevate  the 
average  qualities  of  a  nation,  renders  the  introduction  of  a  higli  standaid 
difficult.  Thus  do  we  find  in  hterature,  the  arts,  architecture,  and  in  all 
Acquired  knowledge,  a  tendency  in  America  to  gravitate  towards  the 
common  centre  in  this  as  in  othsr  things,  lending  a  value  and  estima- 
tion to  mediocrity  that  are  not  elsewhere  given.  It  is  fair  to  expect, 
however,  that  a  foundation  so  broad  may  in  time  sustain  a  superstruc- 
ture of  commensurate  proportions,  and  tnat  the  influence  of  masses  will 
in  this,  as  in  the  other  interests,  have  a  generally  beneficial  effect.  Still 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that,  with  the  exception  of  those  works  of 
which,  as  they  appeal  to  human  sympathies  or  the  practices  of  men,  an 
intelligent  public  is  the  best  judge,  the  mass  of  no  community  is  quali- 
fied to  decide  the  most  correctly  on  anything  which  in  its  nature  is 
above  its  reach.** 

From  the  influence  of  the  same  spirit  of  Democracy,  there  is  a 
great  reluctance  to  admit  the  existence  of  inequality  of  condition, 
and  this  disposition  grows  stronger  and  stronger  in  proporti(Hi.4i|^ 
the  degree  in  which  the  inequality  really  does  exist.  Among 'fte 
rich,  for  instance,  there  is  no  such  reluctance  at  all ;  among  the 
middle  classes  it  is  felt  to  a  moderate  extent ;  but  among  servants 
it  is  at  its  maximimi.  On  thb  subject  Mr.  Cooper  has  the  following 
accurate  remarks : 

"  In  consequence  of  the  domestic  servants  of  America  having  once 
been  negro  slaves,  a  prejudice  has  arisen  among  the  labouring  classes 
of  the  vmites,  who  not  only  dislike  the  term  servant,  but  have  also  rc- 

iected  that  of  master.  So  far  has  this  prejudice  gone,  that  in  lieu  of 
be  latter  they  have  resorted  to  the  use  of  the  word  6o.t«,  which  has 
precisely  the  same  meanine:  in  Dutch !  How  far  a  subterfuge  of  this 
ilaturo  IS  worthy  of  a  mamy  and  common-sense  people,  wUl  admit  of 
question. 
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similar  objection  may  be  made  to  the  oEeMthe  word  'help,' 
_  is  not  only  an  innovation  on  a  just  and  estiblisffll  lahu j%ut  which 
not^operly  conv«|fihe  meaning  intendeiL  They  who  aid.  their 
ma8tei% It^e  toil  may^  deemed ' helps,'  but  therwho  perfon^ H the 
*  iSpur  do  ^pt  assist  or  help  Co  do  the  thtog,  bmf,  they  do  it  theittselTes. 
Xman  does  not  usually  hire  his  cook  to  help  win  to  cook  his  dinner,  but 
fo  cook  it  herself.  Nothing  is  therefore  gamed,  while  something  is  lost 
iq  simplicity  and  clearness,  by  the  substitution  of  new  and  imperfect 
terms  for  the  long-estahliBhed  words  of  the  language.  In  all  cases  in 
which  the  people  of  Ardlrica  have  retained  the  things  of  their  ancestors, 
they  should  not  be  ashamed  to  keep  the  names,^ 

Another  mode  in  which  t^BS  feeling  displays  itself  in  almost  all 
classes  of  the  community,  is  the  tenoency  of  the  public  orators  to 
administer  largely  of  flattery  to  the  popular  asseolfeies  they  ad- 
dress ;  and  the  consequent  craving  after  praise  and  adiilation  among 
those  who  are  addressed,  accompanied  with  a  sensitiveness  of  the 
quickest  kind  to  any  idea  or  bmt  that  anything  American  is  im- 
perfect I  have  nowhere  seeifthis  national  fauin^  more  happily 
expressed  than  in  a  very  beautiral*  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Nich- 
olas Biddle,  the  president  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  to  the  alum- 
i4  of  the  college  at  Princeton,  ii»  New-Jersey,  on  one  of  their 
late  anniversaries ;  and  as  a  travelledicAmerican,  familiar  with  for- 
eign countries  and  thoroughly  conversant  ;with  his  own,  no  man 
could  more  faithfully  depict  this  failing  of  his  fellow-citizens  than 
he  has  done  in  the  following  passage,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the 
-  arts  of  public  candidates  for  political  office,  and  their  flatteries  of 
their  constituents : 

*^  Our  sovereignty,  ouil  virtues,  our  talents,  are  the  dailf  themes  of  eu- 
logy ;  they  assure  us  that  we  are  the  best  and  wisest  otjk  human  race ; 
that  their  highest  glory  is  to  be  the  instruments  of  our  pleasure,  and 
that  they  will  never  act,  nor  think,  nor  speak,  but  as  we  direct  them. 
If  we  name  them  to  executive  stations,  they  promise  to  execute  only 
what  we  desire ;  if  we  send  them  to  deliberative  bodies,  they^  en^fage 
never  to  deliberate,  but  be  guided  solely  by  the  light  of  our  intuitive 
wisdom.  Startled  at  first  by  language  which,  when  addressed  to  other 
sovereigns,  we  are  accustomed  to  ridicule  for  its  abject  sycophancy, 
^^apastant  repetition  makes  it  less  incredible.  By  degrees,  although  we 
^Hp^ot  believe  all  the  praise,  we  cannot  doubt  the  praiser,  till  at  last 
"Wh  become  so  spoiled  by  adulation  that  truth  is  unwelcome.  If  it 
comes  from  a  stranger,  it  must  be  prejudice ;  if  from  a  native,  scarce 
less  than  treason;  and  when  some  unhappy  traveller  ventures  to  smile 
at  follies  which  we  will  not  see  or  dare  not  acknowledge,  instead  of  dis- 
regarding it,  or  being  amused  by  it,  or  profiting  by  it,  we  resent  it  as  an 
indignity  to  our  sovereign  perfections.  This  chHdish  sensitiveness 
would  be  only  ludicrous  if  it  aid  not  expose  us  to  the  seduction  of  those 
who  flatter  us  only  till  they  are  able  to  betrav  us — as  men  praise  what 
they  mean  to  seU — treating  us  like  pagan  idols,  caressed  till  we  have 
granted  away  our  power,  and  then  scouiged  for  our  impotence." 

If  this  be  true  as  respects  the  public  orators  of  political  parties, 
it  is  equally  so  with  those  other  organs  of  political  sentiments^  the 
public  journals,  in  which  the  habit  of  exaggeration  in  all  things 
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of  adulatiga  to^prarfheir  own  party,  and  demmciatioii  of 
other,  is  carried  to  an  extent  unparalleled^  I  think,  in  anjpthi 
or  coantry.    Ota'thia  aubject,  too,  I  do  ootiiunk  it  so 
my  otlnB  opinion  only,  lest  ili  accuracy  or  siDcerity  midR^  doukl^^ 
ed,  as  to  refer  again  te  an  American  authority^  Air.  Cooper,  wiio^ 
in  his  chapter  on  the  American  press,  says : 

*'  The  newspaper  press  of  this  country  is  dulingaished  fh)m  that  of 
Europe  in  several  essential  particulars.  Whin  there  are  more  prints, 
they  are  generally  of  a  lower  character.  It  follows  that,  in  all  in  which 
they  are  useful,  their  utility  is  more  diffused  through  society,  and  in  all 
m  which  they  are  hurtful,  the  injury  thejlnflict  is  more  wide-spread  and 
corrupting.     ^ 

**  The  grea|(umber  of  newspapers  in  America  is  a  cause  of  there 
being  so  little  capital,  and,  consequently,  so  little  intelligence,  employed 
in  their  management.  It  is  also  a  reason  of  the  inexactitude  of  much 
of  the  news  Uiey  circulate.  It  requires  a  larger  investment  of  capital 
than  is  usual  in  this  country  to  obtain  correct  information ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  great  competition- renders  editors  reckless  and  im« 
patient  to  fill  their  columns.  To  theie  circumstances  may  be  added  the 
greater  influence  of  vague  and  unfounded  rumours  in  a  vast  and  thinly- 
settled  country,  than  on  a  compact  population  covering  a  small  surface. 

"  Discreet  and  observing  men  nave  questioned  whether,  after  exclfl-^ 
ding  the  notices  of  deaths  andfnarriages,  one  half  of  the  circumstances 
that  are  related  in  the  newspapers  of  America  as  facts  are  true  in  their 
essential  features ;  and,  in  cases  connected  with  party  politics,  it  may 
be  questioned  if  even  so  large  a  proportion  can  be  set  down  as  accurate. 

**  This  is  a  terrible  picture  to  contemplate ;  for,  when  the  number  of 
prints  is  remembered,  and  the  avidity  with  which  they  are  read  is  brought 
into  the  account,  we  are  made  to  perceive  that  the  entire  nation,  in  a 
moral  sense,  brushes  an  atmosphere  of  falsehoods.  There  is  little  use, 
however,  in  copiealing  the  truth ;  on  the  contrary,  the  dread  in  which 
public  men  andmters  commonly  stand  of  the  power  of  the  press  to  in- 
jure them,  has  permitted  the  evil  to  extend  so  far,  that  it  is  scarcely  ex- 
ceeding the  bounds  of  a  just  alarm  to  say  that  the  country  cannot  much 
longer  exist  in  safety  under  the  malign  mfluence  that  now  orershadows  - 
it  Any  one  who  has  lived  long  enough  to  note  changes  of  the  sort, 
must  have  peiceived  how  fast  men  of  probity  and  virtue  are  losing  their 
influence  in  the  country,  to  be  superseded  by  those  who  scarcely  deem 
an  affectation  of  the  higher  qualities  necessary  to  their  success.  This 
fearful  change  must  in  a  great  measure  be  ascribed  to  the  comiptionu 
of  the  public  press,  which,  as  a  whole,  owes  its  existence  to  the  schemeir 
of  interested  political  adventurera. 

**  If  newspapers  are  useful  in  overthrowing  tyrantSj  it  is  only  to  es- 
tablish a  tyranny  of  their  own.  The  press  tyrannizes  over  public  men, 
letters,  the  arts,  the  stage,  and  even  over  pnvate  life.  Under  the  pre- 
tence of  protecting  jNiblic  morals,  it  is  corrupting  them  to  the  core;  and 
under  the  semblance  of  maintaining  liberty,  it  is  gradually  establishing 
a  despotism  as  ruthless,  as  grasping,  and  one  that  is  quite  as  vulgar  as 
that  of  any  Christian  state  known.  With  loud  professions  of  freedom 
of  opinion,  there  is  no  tolerance ;  with  a  parade  of  patriotism,  no  sacri- 
fice of  interests ;  and  with  fulsome  panegyrics  on  propriety,  too  fre- 
quently no  decency. 

**  In  America,  while  the  contest  was  for  great  principles,  the  press 
aided  in  elevating  the  common  character,  in  improving  the  common 
mind,  and  in  maintaining  the  common  interests ;  but,  since  the  contest 
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lA^ceaaed,  and  the  straggle  has  become  one  poreh^  selfisluiess  and 
^penonal  interests,  it  is  employed,  as  a  whole,  hi  fast  undermininff  its 
•wn  woriMod  in  preparing  the  nation  for  some  terrible  reverses,  if  not 
^Jlin^Hpi^upon  it  the  just  judgment  of  God. 
^  '  .^  As  fl^prees  of  this  eonntry  now  exists,  it  would  seem  to  be  ex* 
]Hressly  devised,  by  the  great  agent  of  mischief,  to  depress  and  destroy 
^  that  is  good,  and  to  elevate  and  advance  all  tkat  is  evil,  in  the  na- 
tfSD.  The  little  truth  that  is  urged  is  usually  urged  coarsely,  weakened 
nod  rendered  vicious  by  personalities ;  while  those  who  live  by  false- 
hoods, iallacieSy  enmities,  partialities,  and  the  schemes  of  the  designing, 
find  the  press  the  very  instrument  that  the  devils  would  invent  to  effect 
their  designs." 

I  am  satisfied,  from  my  intercourse  with  AmericgD  society  thus 
far,  that  Mr.  Cooper  is  not  angiilar  in  bis  opinions ;  but  that  a 
Yery  large  proportion  of  the  more  intelligent  classes  of  the  commu- 
nit]^  ag^rce  with  him,  though  they  may  not  think  it  prudent  to  make 
their  views  on  this  head  so  pubMc  as  Mr.  Cooper  has  done. 

There  is  one  effect,  however,  which  it^has  already  produced,  and 
which  in  some  degree  tends  to  counteract  a  portion  of  the  evil ; 

£mely,  that  the  readers  of  the  public  journals  attach  little  or  no 
portance  to  the  opinions  of  the  editors,  and  are  never  very  confi* 
ding  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  fads.  A  leading  article,  therefore, 
on  either  side  of  any  question  in  a  party  newspaper,  is  in  general 
60  much  labour  lost,  as  it  falls  dead  on  the  minds  of  all  but  those 
who  are  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  already,  and  to  them  it  is,  of 
course,  mere  surplusage. 

But  this,  though  it  prevents  the  undue  influence  of  that  which  is 
false  in  fact  and  insincere  in  opinion,  is  itself  agyil  of  another 
kind,  as  it  destroys  nearly  all  the  utility  of  pubiy||bumals,  which 
must  be  great  in  proportion  to  the  mte^ty  wimwhich  they  are 
conducteLa&d  the  confidence  which  their  readers  can  place  in  the 
9  veracit^nd  sincerity  of  those  who  write  in'  them.  ^ 

During  our  stay  m  Albany  we  witnessed  for  the  fiflft  time  the 
celebration  of  the  great  national  festivity  of  Ainifljpi,  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  Declac||tion  of  Independence  on  the  %h  of  July,  now 
*pbaerved  for  the  62d  time;  and  we  were  much  gratified  by  what 
%e  saw.  The  day  was  extrenuiJi^e ;  all  business  appeared  to 
be  suspended,  and  every  one  was  devoted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
holydqr-  TlHf  daybreduras  announced  by  a  discharge  of  cannon ; 
and  at  sunrise  a  salut^Bt  13  guns  was  fired,  in  honouti^  the  13 
ori^nal  states  that  united  in  the  Declaration  of  Ihd^ndence. 
This  was  followed  by  the  ringing  of  the  bells  of  all  the  churches, 
so  that  as  early  as  five  o^clock  the  whole  city  was  awake  and  in 
motion.  At  tea  o'clock  the  procession  (formed  to  march  through 
the  town,  on  their  way  to  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  where 
the  '^  exercises,"  as  all  proceedings  of  public  meetings  are  here 
called,  were  to  take  place)  was  put  m  motion ;  and,  as  they  passed 
before  our  window  in  Pearl-etreet,  we  saw  the  whole  to  great  ad* 
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vantage. .  The  procession  was  under  the  directxm  of  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  state  and  the  marshal  of  the  day,  assisted  by  several 
militaiy  officers,  and  moved  m  the  following  order :       M^. 

MILITART  ESCORT.  • 

Captain  Strain^s  Albany  Republican  Artillery. 
Captain  Brown's  Albany  Union  Guards. 

MIUTAR7  AND  CITIO  A880CUTI0N8. 

Officers  of  the  United  States  Army  and  Navy. 

Albany  Military  Association. 

Orator  and  Reader. 

Revolutions^  Officers  and  Soldiers,  in  carriages. 

The  Reverend  the  Cleigy. 

Executive  of  the  State. 

PHILADELPHIA  STATE  PBNCIBLIS. 

Albany  Burgesses  Corps. 

The  Common  Council,  preceded  by  its  officers. 

Sheriff  and  his  officers. 

Heads  of  the  departments  of  the  State,  Chancellor,  Judges  Of  the 

United  States,  State  and  County  Courts,  preceded 

by  their  Marshals. 
Fire  Department,  and  the  several  Engine  Companies  with  their 

Engines,  Hook  and  Ladder,  and  Axe  Companiesi  mider  ^ 

the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  ^ 

The  Van  Rensselaer  Guards.  ^ 

St.  Andrew's  Society. 
Union  Benevolent  Society  of  Journeymen  Tailors. 
Albany  Mechanics'  Benefit  Society. 
Hibernian  Provident  Society. 
"*  Saddle  and  Harness  Makers'  Society. 

St.  Patrick's  Benevolent  Society. 
Citizens  and  Strangers. 

The  militarjr  jhad  really  a  fine  appearance,  being  well  dressed, 
well  equipped,  and  well  disciplined  :  the  bands  of  music,  of  which 
there  were  several,  were  all  good,  and  one  very  superiorf  the  va- 
rious companies  and  societies,  all  habited  in  some  pecuKar^costume  ^^, 
or  distingushed  by  some  peculiar  badge,  looked  remarkably  well ; 
and  the  populacf|^who  thronged  the  foot-pavement  on  each  side  of 
the  street,  while  ue  procession  filled  the  centre,  were  as  well  dress- 
ed, as  orderly',  and  as  evidently  interested  in  th^  proceedings  of  the 
day  as  the  best  friend  of  the  reppUic  could  desire.  What  we  miss- 
ed was  the  waving  of  handkerdbiefs  from  the  windows  and  balco- 
nies, and  the  shouts  and  cheers  of  the  mi^ude,  which  usually  ac- 
company such  processions  in  England.  But the  Americans  are'more 
decoroui^an  enthusiastic ;  and  the  staid  and  grave  manners  deri- 
ved fit>m  the  Dutch  at  Albany  make  them  quite  as  grave  and  silent 
on  all  public  occasions  as  the  Quaker  population  of  Philadelphia. 

The  part  of  the  procession  which  touched  us  most,  and  made  un- 
bidden tears,  not  of  joy  or  sorrow,  but  of  mere  exuberance  of  sym- 
pathy and  feeling,  start  involuntarily  into  our  eyes,  was  the  sight  of 
the  veteran  heroes  of  the  revolution,  as  they  passed  us  in  the  open 
carriages  that  contained  them.    As  sixty-two  years  have  passed 
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mvray  ance  the  declaratioii  of  independeDce,  the  number  of  those 
who  actually  fought  in  the  war  of  the  revolution  is  now  veiy  small^ 
and  th4^:^«re,  of  course,  eveiT  year  diminishing^  so  that  in  a  few 
^years  more  they  will  all  have  descended  to  the  tomb.  The  veterans 
we  saw  were  ul  above  80  years  of  age,  and  the  oldest  of  them  was 
96.  The  hoary  locks  which  were  visible  on  each,  with  the  assq* 
oations  which  their  years  and  services  awak^ied,  impressed  us 
more  powerfully  than  anythii^  we  had  yet  witnessed  in  the  coun* 
tiy ;  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  demeanour  and  bearing  of  all 
parties,  yoimg  and  old,  towards  these  veterans  as  they  pas^,  that 
one  universal  sentiment  of  veneration  and  respect  for  their  age  and 
character  pervaded  all  classes. 

In  the  church,  which  was  crowded  in  every  part,  the  exercises 
consisted  of  music  by  the  choir,  prayer  by  the  pastor,  the  reading 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  one  of  the  citizens,  and  an 
oration  in  honour  of  the  day  by  another,  all  of  which  were  well 
performed;  and  on  the  procession  passing  from  the  church,  it 
inarched  to  the  City  HaU,  and,  after  a  discharge  of  volleys,  dis- 
persed. 

-  In  the  afternoon  a  second  public  procession  was  fonned  by  the 
members  of  the  Young  Men's  Association,  a  body  combined  for 
mutual  instruction;  and  this,  while  it  was  less  mihtary,  was  more 
literary — ^in  keepmg  with  the  character  ^  the  institution.  They 
mactthed  from  their  rooms  in  the  Knickerbocker  Hall  to  the  second 
Presbyterian  diurch  in  re^ar  order ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
spcercises  of  die  day,  similar  to  those  performed  in  the  mommg, 
there  were  three  original  odes,  all  written  expressMlAr  the  occa- 


Mn  by  ladies  of  the  city,  one  by  a  pupil  of  the  FMne  Academy^ 
and  each  highly  creditable  to  the  talents  of  their  writers,  with  a 
kmser  poem  by  a  gendeman  of  Albany  and  member  of  the  asso* 
dation.     •  ' 

In  the  evening  the  public  places  of  amusement  were  all  open^ 
and  illuminations  and  fireworks  were  exhibited  at^different  quar- 
ters of  the  city.  Theige  was  also  a  great  public  dinner  held  in  one 
of  the  domed  edifices  about  600  yards  from  our  dwelling,  fix>ni 
whence  the  cheers  and  huzzas  came  so  loud  and  frequent  over  the 
toasts  that  were  drank  as  to  excite  some  apprehennon  for  the  per- 
fect sobriety  of  the  guests.  There  were,  indeed,  some  instances  of 
intemperance  viable  in  the  streets,  but  thc^  did  not  amount  to  half 
a  dozen,  and  were  among  the  humblest  class  of  labourenfi  so  .that 
the  general  sobriety  of  the  day  was  one  of  its  most  remarloiUe  and 
most  pleasing  features. 

The  day  was  closed  by  a  delightful  serenade  of  music  opposite 
the  house  of  the  governor,  W.  L.  Marcy,  which,  as  it  adjoined  our 
own  residence,  we  enjoyed  in  perfection.  The  night  was  delicious 
after  the  warmth  of  the  day,  and  the  moon,  now  just  about  the  ftdl, 
was  really  brilfiant    The  buqr  hum  of  the  street  was  hushed;  for 
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ttmigh  Acre  were  still  hundreds  of  well-dressed  persoosy  of  bodi 
sexesy  taking  ih&i  evenbg  walks  beneath  the  trees  that  here,  as  at 
Philadelphia  and  most  other  American  cities^  Kne  the  pavement  on 
either  nae,  yet  the  somid  ot  ^dr  footsteps  could  scarcely  be  heard. 
The  band  was  of  first-rate  excellence ;  we  understood  that  it  came 
up  from  Philadelphia  with  the  State  Fendbles,  that  it  was  under 
me  training  of  a  coloured  man  named  fVank  Johnson,  who  was 
an  able  musician,  and  who,  havmg  recently  been  in  Europe,  had 
come  back  greatly  improved.  The  only  military  bands  I  ever  re* 
member  to  have  heard  superior  to  it  were  the  royal  band  that  at* 
tends  at  the  Palace  of  St  James's  in  London,  and  the  band  of  the 
National  Guards  at  Paris.  The  music,  too,  was  as  well  chosen  as 
ll  was  well  executed,  and  our  only  regret  was  when  it  ceased,  which 
was  not,  however,  till  nearly  midnight. 

One  of  the  causes,  if  not  the  principal  cause,  of  the  general  tern* 
perance  of  the  people  of  Albany,  is  the  influence  exerted  hy  the  op* 
erations  of  the  New-York  State  Temperance  Societv,  of  which  this 
has,  for  many  years  past,  been  the  headqiarters.  Mainly  throurii 
the  philanthropy,  zeal,  and  Uberality  of  one  individual,  Mr.  eTc. 
Belavaq,  who,  having  acquired  a  handsome  fortune  in  trade,  de* 
TOted  the  leisure  of  his  retirement  and  the  use  of  his  funds  to  va* 
rious  benevolent  objects,  the  attention  of  the  American  public  was 
ftrst  roused  to  the  treme^ous  evils  which  intemperance  mflicted  on 
the  country,  and  the  importance  of  checking  its  faither  promps. 

It  was  here  the  first  Temperance  journal  was  estaUished  by  him, 
and  conducted  with  so  much  ability  and  success,  that  k  attained  to 
the  possessioii  of  300,000  subscribers  throughout  the  Unk)n.  Here 
a)so  Temperance  conventions  were  held,  resolutions  adopted,  circu- 
UBn  and  agents  despatched,  funds  provided,  and  all  the  great  ma- 
dbinery  of  the  temperance  reform  set  in  motion.  It  was  to  have 
been  expected  that  the  large  class  of  persons  who  are  interested  in 
the  importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks— a 
powerful  array  of  numbers,  who  fatten  on  the  miseries  which  their 
traffic  inflicts  t>n  others— should  be  violently  opposed  to  him,  as 
they  were ;  but  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that,  because  he  con* 
adered  vrine  to  be  as  much  an  agent  in  producing  intemperance 
among  certain  classes,  and  beer  and  cider  among  certam  others,  as 
ardent  spirits  among  that  class  who  alone  can  consume  them ;  and 
because  he  boldly  proclaimed  this  truth,  and  based  on  it  his  advo- 
cacy of  total  abstinence  firom  all  that  can  intoxicate  as  the  only 
safe  rule  of  action  for  those  who  desire  to  add  example  to  precept 
in  favour  of  temperance  reform — it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that, 
because  of  this,  he  would  be  set  upon  and  persecuted  by  the  opu- 
lent and  influential  amonff  the  laity,  and  tne  professed  friends  of 
temperance  even  among  me  clergy.  Yet  so  it  was ;  and  this  per* 
secution,  for  it  was  nodiinff  short  of  it,  deserves  to  be  numbered 
amone  tlie  dark  chapters  of  the  faistny  of  Albany. 


TSMFUUkVCX  EXfOEM.  51 

But  their  triuvijk  was  but  for  a  seaacHL  The  tme  principle  of 
hoBtility  to  intenipiiluice,  and  all  that  can  occasion  i^  is  gaining 
ground  among  the 'rational  of  all  classes,  as  much  more  condstent 
with  Christian  virtue  and  with  social  expediency  than  the  absurd 
and  selfish  war  of  the  rich  i^ainst  ardent  spirits,  which  are  drank 
dkiefly  by  the  poor,  while  indulging  the  free  use  of  wine,  beer,  and 
cider,  because  these  are  consum^  by  th^nselves ;  thus  reahzii^ 
the  picture  of  the  class  described  by  nudibras,  who 

4  "  Canpoand  for  sini  they  ara  inclined  Uy 

^  By  daffioinff  those  they  have  no  miod  to.** 

Mr.  Delavan,  nothing  daunted  by  this  opposition,  still  devotes 
nearly  all  his  time  and  a  very  large  portion  of  his  ample  fortune 
to  the  promotion  of  the  temperance  cause ;  and  his  labours  are 
abundantly  rewarded  with  success.  The  field,  however,  is  still 
ample  for  the  exercise  of  all  the  teertions  that  can  be  used  to  res- 
cue the  country  and  the  people  from  the  curse  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors. Here  is  a  para^ph  from  a  newspaper  of  the  very  morn- 
ing on  which  I  am  wnting  this  (July  5),  and  scarcely  a  journal 
can  be  taken  up  on  any  day  of  the  wedc  that  does  not  contain 
some  melancholy  proof  of  the  evils  of  excesave  drinking : 

*'  ErPKCTs  OP  Rum. — ^A  miserable  being  died  in  the  county  jail  in  this 
town  on  Sunday  morning,  from  the  effects  of  former  excess  in  drink- 
mg  mm.  His  name  was  John  H.  Frothingham,  of  Salem,  his  age  29. 
He  was  committed  the  last  of  May  for  drunkenness,  and  has  had  the 
delirium  tremens  since  his  confinement.  His  passion  for  rum  was  in- 
satiable. It  is  said  that  he  once  broke  into  a  distillery  in  Salem,  and, 
finding  nothing  to  drink  with,  threw  himself  upon  his  back  under  a  pipe 
of  rum,  turned  the  cock,  and  let  the  stream  run  into  his  mouth ;  when 
he  became  full  he  was  insensible,  and  could  not  turn  baek  the  cock,  and 
tlM  contents  of  the  pipe  were  discharged  on  the  ground.  He  was  found 
insensible  in  the  morning,  and  with  much  difficulty  resuscitated.*^— 
Northampton  (ktzetto, 

•  It  is  on  great  festive  occasions  like  the  4th  of  July,  however, 
%it  die  greatest  amount  of  this  evil  is  seen  concentrated  into  the 
amallest  space  of  time,  and  the  chief  a^ent  in  producing  them  is 
intoxicating  drink,  the  conviction  of  which  is  now  becoming  gen- 
eral; and  m  proof  of  this,  the  following  paragraph  is  taken  from 
the  journal  of  a  neighbouring  town,  not  twenty  nules  firom  Albany, 
dated  on  tiie  6th  of  July : 

"  Drcadful  disaster  and  loss  or  ur^  ov  Tme  4th  inst. — Ever  since 
we  paid  any  attention  to  the  subject,  we  have  noticed  that  evey  anniver- 
sary of  our  national  independence  for  many  years  past  has  been  marked 
with  the  destruction  of  human  life ;  and  we  now  unreservedly  ykUd  to 
the  opinion,  that  these  anniversaries  should  ever  after  be  celebrated 
writhout  either  fowder  or  nan.  To  these  two  causes  exclusively  are  all  the 
accidents  which  we  are  called  upon  so  often  Xf^  deplore  to  be  attributed. 
It  was  hoped  and  believed  that  the  late  anniversary  in  this  city  would 
have  passed  off  without  such  accidents ;  but,  alas !  how  sadlv  have  we 
been  disappointed."  ^ 
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It  was  a  conyiction  of  ihe  additional  daioMf  which  this  day 
presented  to  the  intemperate,  that  led  the  lligperance  Societies 
throughout  the  Union  to  determine  on  celebrating  this  great  na- 
tional anniversary,  whenev^  they  could,  as  a  temperance  festival ; 
and  to  what  extent  this  has  been  accompHshed  throughout  the 
'^'  Union,  may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  more  than  one  hundred 
such  temperance  festivals  were  held  on  this  4th  of  July  in  the  sin- 

fle  State  of  New-York  alone,  and  all  without  a  single  accident 
[aving  been  unable  to  attend  in  person  at  the  very  many  celeln- 
tions  to  which  I  was  invited,  I  endeavoured  to  contribute  my  sUro 
towards  the  utility  of  such  festivals  by  penning,  while  under  con- 
siderable indisposition,  some  lines  adapted  to  the  occasion,  which 
were  printed  in  many  of  the  journals  favourable  to  the  temperance 
cause,  and  thus  had  an  extensive  circulation  over  the  state  on  the 
day  to  which  they  relate^.* 
.    Among  the  various  modes  of  celebrating  the  national  anniversa- 

gj  of  the  4th  of  July,  there  was  none  more  happy  than  that  of  the 
unday  School  Union  at  New-York,  who  took  an  excursion  of 
pleasure  on  the  beautiful  river  Hudson,  in  steamboats  and  barges^ 
with  upward  of  two  thousand  pupils,  teachers,  and  guests,  and 
passed  a  sober,  rational,  and  delightful  day.  The  journal  of  their 
voyage  is  full  of  moral  interest,  and  it  will  be  an  example  for  oth- 
ers to  follow.  The  temperance  celebrations  were  very  numerous 
throughout  the  Union,  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished  charao- 
ters  of  America  assisted  at  them. 

The  climate  of  Albany  is  characterized  by  the  two  extremes  of 
excessive  cold  in  the  winter  and  intense  heat  in  the  summer.  In 
the  winter,  which  often  lasts  six  months,  the  river  is  for  great  part 
of  the  time  frozen  over  so  hard  that  the  most  heavily-laden  wag- 
ons pass  daily  in  numbers  over  the  ice.  In  some  severe  ^vinters 
the  thermometer  is  said  to  have  stood  at  35^  below  zero ;  but  no 
winter  ever  passes  without  its  falling  some  degrees  below  it  The 
qpring  and  autumn  do  not  exceed  a  month  each ;  and  the  sl:^ 
summer  of  four  months  is  remarkable  for  intense  heat  Dunng 
the  three  weeks  of  our  stay  here  the  thermometer  was  always 
above  80^,  frequently  above  90^,  and  on  three  or  four  successive 
days  nearly  touched  100^  in  the  shade,  while  the  dead  calm  that 
prevailed  made  the  night  almost  as  oppressive  as  the  day.  It  was 
admitted,  however,  that  the  summer  of  this  year  was  unusually 
sultry,  not  merely  at  Albany,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  Union.  At 
Pouehkeepsie,  on  the  Hudson,  it  was  saicl  to  be  above  100°  in  the 
shade,  and  150^  in  the  sun.  On  Long  Island,  near  the  sea,  it  was 
above  100®  in  the  shade ;  and  both  men  and  cattle  were  reported 
*  to  have  died  from  the  extreme  heat    At  Boston  and  Salem  it  was 

100®  and  102®.    At  New-York  it  was  97®  and  98®  in  the  shadiest 
parts ;  and  a  list  was  published  of  more  than  twenty  deaths  the 

•  TheM  lines  wOl  be  found  in  Uie  Ai»pendiz«  No.  I.    ;-. 
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MDMp  and  resideiices  ct  the  sufferen  being  fpif^oocmoo»i  by 
drinking  too  copiously  of  epid  water  while  orerheated,  prinqpally 
though  not  i^rtiolly  among  labouring  men. 

In  the  American  newspapers  it  is  common  to  see  the  grarest 
evils  treated  with  ridicule  by  the  quaint  wit  of  the  a^jjcuii.    Thus 
the  journals  seenied  for  some  days  to  compete  with  eadi  other  for      % 
the  palm  of  superiority  as  to  the  most  ingenious  points  of  lijiw  in      ** 
which  this  excessive  heat  of  the  season  coul^be  exhibited    miere 


were,  acoordinffly,  paragraphs  beginning  with  the.Mras  ^  hissing 
UL"  **  frying  hot,"  *'  boiUng  hot,''  and  so  on ;  bat  the  prize  seein- 
6d  to  be  ciBurried  off  by  a  New-Orleans  editor,  who,  under  the 
^head  of  **  melting  hot,"  stated  that  so  great  was  the  heat  at  New«^ 
Orleans,  that  **  any  person  choosing  to  put  his  head  out  of  the 
window  might  see  whole  suits  of  clothesj  in  large  numbers,  walk- 
ing empty  mrou^h  the  streets,  the  originsd  wearers  of  the  garments 
having  been  entirely  melted  away !"      V 

There  is  one  circumstance  which  greatly  increases  the  effect  of 
the  heat  in  drivbg  through  the  American  streets,  namely,  the  ex« 
cessive Toughness  of  the  pavement,  and  the  consequent  shaking  and 
jolting  experienced  even  in  the  best-made  carriages.  It  had  sev- 
eral times  the  effect  of  producing  in  me  double  the  amount  of  suf- 
fering (uniting^  the  heat  of  violent  motion  with  the  heat  of  the  at* 
mosphere)  which  would  have  been  felt  on  a  smooth  road.  I  had 
firequently  before  thought  that  there  was  nothing  in  which  Ameri-» 
can  cities  were  so  inferior  to  English  towns  of  a  similar  size  as  in 
thar  central  pavements — ^the  side  or  foot  pavements  are  quite  as 
good ;  but  I  was  never  so  forcibly  struck  with  this  as  at  A^bany^ 
where  the  steepness  of  the  streets,  ascending  from  the  river  to  the 
Capitol  Hill,  and  the  excessive  rudeness  and  roughness  of  the  pave* 
ments,  caused  such  an  incessant  and  deafening  din,  in  the  noise  of 
carriages  and  carts,  as  they  rattled  over  the  rounded  and  uneven 
points  of  the  projecting  stones,  and  shook  me  with  such  sudden  and 
violent  oscillations  from  side  to  side,  and  backward  and  forward,  in 
constant  motion,  as  to  produce  more  fatigue  and  discomfort  in  a 
ride  of  one  mile,  than  would  be  felt  at  the  same  temperature  in  a 
ride  of  ten  through  any  of  the  streets  of  London.  The  rattling 
noite,  indeed,  often  reminded  me  of  the  quaint  conceit  of  Monk 
Lewis  in  his  poem  of  the  Fire  King,  in  which,  wheiTdescribing 
that  personage,  he  says,  if  I  remember  the  words  rightly, 

**  Hit  teeth  they  did  clatter,  as  ifjou  ahoold  try 
To  play  the  piano  in  thimblea.'* 

This  evil  nught  be  easily  remedied  by  the  use  of  wooden  pave- 
ments in  perpendicularly  inserted  octagonal  blocks,  such  as  have 
been  partially,  but  successfully,  tried  in  New-York  and  Philadel- 
phia ;  and,  considering  the  cheapness  and  abundance  of  wood  in 
this  country,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that,  before  long,  this  mode  of 
pavement  will  be  very  general^  adopted  in  all  level  streets;  while 


f 


64  STATE  OV  nW-TORK. 

1  much  more  flhoodi  pavement  of  granite,  such  as  is  used  in  the 
best  .streets  of  London,  mi^ht  be  adopted  tor  ascending  or  descend- 
ing streets,  for  this  material  is  also  abundant  in  most  parts  of  the 
country. 

•.  Albany  iajingularly  deficient  in  the  number  of  its  benevolent  in- 
Wtutions,  compared  with  the  othor  cities  of  Ammca,  or  with  the 
exteol  of  its  own  population,  wealth,  and  resources.  The  only  one 
of  interest  or  importance  is  the  Orphan  Asylum,  which  I  went  to 
visit  with  01^  tf  the  directors,  and  vrith  which  I  was  much  pleased. 
The  building  Is  a  large  brick  edifice  on  the  western  edge  of  ^ 
town,  advantageously  atuated  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  its  in* 
ii^inates.  The  edifice  cost  about  20fi00  dollars,  which  was  raised  by 
private  subscription,  a  few  individuals  contributing  half  of  the  sum 
required,  in  payments  of  2500  dollars  or  JC500  sterling  each,  and 
the  rest  bdn^  readily  obtained  from  the  inhabitants  generally. 

The  buildmg  is  encldftd  vrith  a  spacious  and  excellent  garden 
of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  flowers,  which  the  orphans  cultivate  them- 
selves ;  and  about  five  acres  of  ground  afford  them  pasture  for  cows, 
and  spacious  and  airy  play-grounds. 

-  ^  Though  called  an  orphan  asylum,  the  directors  have  found  it  ad- 
▼iltoble  to  take  in  destitute  little  children  who  had  one  parent  liv- 
ing, but  that  parent  unable  to  provide  for  its  of&pring,  as  in  the 
case  of  destitute  widows ;  and  sometimes  where  both  parents  were 
alive,  but  where  the  father  bein^  a  drunkard,  and  the  mother  scarce- 
ly able  to  maintain  herself,  the  little  children  were  really  as  badly  off 
as  if  both  father  and  moti^er  had  been  in  the  grave.  I  was  assured 
by  the  director,  Mr.  Wood*  that  in  an  investigation  which  he  deem- 
ed it  his  duty  to  make  previously  to  preparing  one  of  the  last  an- 
nual reports,  he  had  found  that  in  fully  nineteen  cases  out  of  every 
twenty,  the  little  children,  whether  orphans  or  otherwise,  were  des- 
titute and  helpless  entirely  because  their  fathers  or  mothers,  or 
both,  had  been  persons  of  mtemperate  habits,  and  expended  what 
they  ought  to  have  bestowed  on  their  children  in  intoxicating  drink. 

There  are  at  present  about  100  children  in  the  Asylum,  from  3  to 
10  Years  of  age.  At  their  entry,  if  there  be  any  persons  who  have 
a  claim  to  them  by  relationship  or  otherwise,  the  consent  of  such 
j>erson  is  obtained  to  the  givbg  up  the  child  wholly  to  the  direc- 
tion of  ihi  Asylum  till  it  shall  be  21  years  of  aee.  The  child  is 
then  provided  with  food,  raiment,  and  lodging,  and  receives  a  plain^ 
but  religious  education.  Their  diet  is  wholfy  vegetable ;  and  tibis 
is  found,  by  some  years'  experience,  to  be  not  only  sufficiently  nu- 
tritious to  ensure  iH  the  required  strength,  but  superior  to  animal 
diet  in  its  being  less  Bcely  to  engender  diseases,  the  average  health 
of  the  children,  notwithstanding  the  destitute  condition  m  which 
many  of  them  are  taken  in,  being  greater  than  the  average  condi- 
tion of  any  amilar  number  not  so  fed.  They  work  in  the  gar- 
deu  with  great  cheerfukessy  cultivating  th^  own  food ;  and  this, 
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agiin,  while  it  is  a  pleamiraMe  and  even  instniclbe  recreatioD,  is 
^nd  highly  favourable  to  their  healtii.  • 

"  During  our  visit,  which  was  just  before  sunset,  the  lit^  children 
were  assembled  to  go  through  some  of  their  exercises,  and  a  little 
fellow  of  about  seven  years  old,  being  directed  to  step  out  of  H^ 
ranks  for  the  purpose,  was  requested  to  commence  the  examinatklL 
He  bega^i  to  question  them  on  geography,  and  they  really  evinoed 
considerable  knowledge  for  their  jge.  They  sang  also  pfettiW 
and  in  good  time.  At  the  close  orthese  exercises  another  youth 
^  about  the  same  age  was  invited  to  rq^t  an  address  which  he 
had  delivered  at  the  last  anniversary ;  and  as  it  is  characteristio  of 
the  style  of  thought  and  sentiment  with  which  all  the  early  lessons '^■ 
of  the  American  youth  abound,  I  transcribe  it  iirom  a  copy  fur- 
nished fit  my  request  The  young  orator,  advancing  to  the  fitmt  * 
of  ^e  floor,  said :  # 

1l|lixierica,  my  native  country,  was  unknown  to  the  white  man  a 
littie  more  than  300  years  a^o ;  but  now,  what  is  her  history  1  It 
IS  but  217  years  since  our  pilgrim  fathers  fled  from  their  hc^es  in 
the  storm  of  persecution,  and  found,  in  this  then  wilderness  world, 
an  asylum,  a  peaceful  retreat  It  was  for  Christian  Uber^  th^ 
fled ;  and  it  was  then  that  they  first  sowed  in  this  soU  those  see^ 
of  freedom  which  have  since  so  fertilized  our  happy  land.  Thouj^ 
England  held  her  sovereign  power  to  rule  a  while,  her  dominion 
was  but  short;  and  we  bless  the  glorious  day  when  our  patriot  &- 
theis,  aroused  by  noble  indignation,  broke  the  chains  of  tyranny 
that  were  too  long  imposed  upon  them ;  and  then  liberty,  sweet 
liberty,  smiled  on  all  these  states.  But  what  has  our  freedom  cost  3 
The  toils,  the  sufiering,  and  the  death  of  many  a  valiant  fiiend  of 
human  rights.  Their  sacrifices  dearly  purchased  for  us  the  gift 
which  we  cannot  too  highly  value.  /  ^d  will  you^  our  fathers  now, 
continue  to  guard  her  sacred  rights  till  toe,  vour  sons,  shall  stand  up 
in  your  stead  to  defend  her  cause  ?  Yes !  I  know  you  will ;  and 
though  war  and  tumult  rage  both  north  and  south  of  us  ^uding 
to  the  insurrection  in  Canada  and  the  Indian  warfare  in  Florida), 
yet  on  us  shall  peace  and  plentv  still  continue  to  smile." 

After  this  a  hymn  was  sung  by  all  the  children,  standbg,  to  the 
air  of  <*  God  save  the  King,"  the  fiist  stanza  of  which  was  as  fol* 
lows: 

••Mreonntir!  titof  thM, 
Sweei  Und  of  liberty, 

(K  Uiee  I  mn^. 
Land  of  Uie  pilgnm's  pride. 
Lend  where  my  fathen  died. 
From  every  mountain-nde 

Let  freedom  ring/' 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  love  of  country,  veneration  for  its 
first  founders,  and  respect  for  those  who,  followmg  after,  established 
its  independence,  that  are  everywhere  implants  in  the  infant  mind 
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^  of  America.    The  subseqaent  ezerafeee  of  their  scboolbooks  rater* 

ate  all  this,  in  later  youth,  and  early  initiation  into  pditical  doctrines  f 
follows  soon  after,  by  piipib,  almost  as  soon  as  they  have  oomple-"''^ 
ted  their  studies,  becoming  members  of  Young  Men's  Conventions, 
-kid  from  time*  to  time  to  declare  adherence  to  certain  political 
pkkaples,  and  organize  plans  of  action.  The  impressions  thus  be- 
oome  80  deep  and  perman^t  that  there  is  no  subsequent  danger  of 
their  obliteration ;  for  in  poUticSy  as  V^  morals  and  religion,  more 
depends  on  the  fiist  impresaons  plantea  in  eariy  youth,  and  the  fire- 
quent  repetition  of  them  firom  thence  to  manhood  in  one  unbroken 
oiain,  than  upon  the  reasoning  powers  of  individuals;  and  thus  it 
'^B  tiiat  national  faiths,  habits,  and  forms  of  government  are  so  con- 
tinually preserved  firom  generation  to  generation. 

The  annual  expense  of  this  asylum  for  feedmg,  clothingj^d  ed- 
ucating 100  orphans,  is  about  3000  doUars  or  JC600  annually^  be- 
ing atout  50  cents  or  two  shillings  sterling  per  head  per  wMc; 
wSi  the  famis  for  this  are  readily  obtained  by  subscriptions  in  the 
dty,  as  the  asylum  is  a  favourite  charity.  Every  suitable  opportu-^ 
ni^  is  taken  to  place  the  children  out  at  the  proper  age  in  advan- 
tigeous  situations  in  life ;  and  hitherto  the  mstitution  has  been  a 
fgeeat  blessing  to  the  destitute  objects  of  its  care,  and  an  honour  to 
ita  directors  and  supporters. 

The  last  of  the  public  institutions  we  saw  in  Albany  was  the 
Mnsenm,  which  has  been  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  coun- 
tij.  We  found  it  inferior,  however,  to  any  we  had  yet  seen,  in 
the  limited  extent  and  variety  of  its  collections,  as  well  as  in  the 
defective  arrangement  and  inferior  quality  of  almost  everything 
belonging  to  it 
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Sicnraioii  to  the  Shaker  Village  of  Niakynna.— Deecription  of  their  Place  of  Worahip. 
— Arrangeroent  for  the  Reception  of  Strangera.— Coetome  of  the  Sbakera,  Male  and 
Female. — Silent  Commencement  of  their  l)eTotionf .— Addreaa  of  one  of  the  Male 
Eldera.— Firat  Hymn  a ung  by  all  the  Worahippera.— Addreaa  of  a  second  Elder  to  the 
Visitera.— Attitude  of  Kneeling,  and  Inritation  to  the  Angcls-^Defence  of  the  Char- 
acter of  the  InatitQtion.— Speech  of  one  of  the  Female  Elders.— Commencement  of 
the  devotional  Dancing.— Oraduallr  faicreaaing  Fenroar  of  their  DeTotion.— H? mna  to 
Quick  Song-tanea,  and  a  OallojMiae.— Eztravagant  ETolationa  of  the  Femaie  Dan- 
cera.— Comparison  with  the  whirling  Derrishes  of  Damaacua.— Fanaticism  of  Chris- 
tiana, Mohammedans,  and  Hindua. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  July,  we  left  Albany  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  on  a  visit  to  the  establisliment  of  the  religious  sect  called 
**  The  Shakers,''  at  Niskyuna,  a  distance  of  eight  miles  from  Al- 
bany in  a  norUiwest  direction.    Having  a  comfortable  open  car- 
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mgeaiid  i  good  pair  of  horses,  our  joimey  was  easy  and  agreea-^ 
ble.    A  great  part  of  the  road  was  dmered  with  a  rich  variety" 
of  wood,  and  other  parts  showed  e^nmoed  tracts  of  cultiva'tion ; 
while  the  range  of  the  Catskill  Mountains  to  the  south  formed  an 
interesting  feature  in  the  general  picture.    The  sky  was  bn| 
the  heat  not  oppressive,  the  thermometer  at  80^  in  the  town 
75^  in  the  country,  and  the  perfume  of  the  shrubs  and  flowers 
Bghtful.    .    ^  . 

We  arrived  at  the  vilFage  of  Nidcyuna  about  half  past  ten,  just 
as  the  community  were  assembling  for  worship,  ana  saw  several 
lines  or  files  of  males  and  females  walking  in  pairs  through  tibe 
fields  towards  the  place  of  meeting.    We  entered  with  them  the*^ 

})lace  of  worship,  which  was  a  plain  room  of  about  60  feet  long  by  (ML 
eet  broad,  wiuout  pulpit,  pews,  curtains,  or  any  kind  of  fumitu^^ 
plain  benches  being  provided  for  seating  the  Shakers  themselves, 
as  well  as  the  strangers  who  came  to  see  them.    Every  part  of  the 
building  or  room  was  in  the  utmost  perfection  of  cleanlineaa^*-^ 
not  a  speck  or  particle  of  dust  or  dirt  was  anywhere  visible.  "^  ' 

For  the  strangers  a  number  of  benches  were  placed,  to  a< 
modate  about  5mO,  and  there  were  fully  that  number  of  vi 
firom  the  neighbouring  country  present.    Of  these,  the  males  i 
to  enter  by  one  door  and  the  females  by  another,  and  each' id 
main  separate  during  the  service.    Of  the  Shakers  wly)  join^in 
the  worship  there  were  about  100  males  and  100  females.    Tffbo 
entered  also  by  different  doors,  and  ranged  themsefares  on  benc&v' 
m  oblique  lines  from  each  end  of  the  room  till  they  n^ly  m^ 
each  other,  when  the  space  between  the  front  row  of  each  BeitnA 
triangular,  the  apex  of  the  triangle  beine  the  place  from  whoice 
the  speakers  addressed  the  assembly  on  ue  floor.    The  constaiit^ 
vridening  space  caused  by  the  diagonal  lines  of  the  two  front  rows, 
left  an  opening  by  which  all  the  strangers  who  came  as  spectators 
could  see  the  persons  and  countenances  of  those  who  joined  in  the 
worship  clearly  and  distinctly. 

The  males  included  several  boys  from  7  or  8  years  old  to  14, 
and  so  upward  to  young  men  of  5K),  middle-aged  of  30  and  40,  and 
elders  of  50, 60,  and  70 ;  and  there  was  the  same  diversity  of  agis 
among  the  females.  But,  notwithstanding  the  difference  of  age  in 
each,  they  were  all  dressed  in  onelmiform  fashion. 

The  dress  of  the  men  consisted  of  a  white  shirt,  collar,  and  whiM 
cravat,  loose  trousers,  and  large  waistcoat  of  a  deep  maroon-col- 
oured stuff,  like  camlet  or  bombazin ;  the  trousers  were  so  long  as 
to  touch  the  shoes,  but  there  were  neither  straps  to  keep  them  down, 
nor  braces  to  suspend  them  upward.  The  waistcoast  was  of  the 
oldfashioned  cut  of  the  court-dress  used  ^  century  or  two  ago : 
single-breasted,  with  a  deep  waist  cut  away'  diagonally  in  front, 
and  with  lone,  low  pockets.  The  waistcoat  was  not  buttoned,  but 
hung  loose,  wowing  the  entire  firont  or  botom  of  the  shirt,  and  no 
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jMftit  or  jacket  of  any  kindjmi  worn,  so  diat  all  die  men  were  liter* 
allyk  tbeirshirt-sleeve^ir^ 

The  dress  of  the  womeft  was  entirely  white ;  the  gown  was  long 
and  narrow,  and  die  waist  short,  the  sleeves  tight,  die  bosom  plain, 

«1  M  attempt  at  gracefulness  of  form  or  decorative  ornament 
upulously  avoided.    A  small  clear  muslin  hankerchief  or  cape  was 
^m  over  the  shoulders,  and  a  cap  of  clear  musUn,  fitting  closely 
the  face  with  long  descendmg  lappets,  covered  thft  head ;  while 
the  hair  was  put  up  in  the  plainest  manner,  and  almost  entirely 
concealed  from  view.    On  the  left  arm  each  female  had  a  white 
^napkin,  neady  folded,  and  hanging  over  the  arm ;  and  the  whole 
^^Pfiearance  of  the  congregation,  notwithstanding  its  singularify, 
^iKi  impressive,  fixim  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  their  costume. 
•^^*he  physiognomy  of  the  men  was  more  indicative  of  the  enthu* 
siasdc  temperament  than  that  of  the  women,  and  they  were  also 
cterized  by  better  animal  condition  as  to  health  and  strength, 
less  appearance  of  intellect    Among  the  women  there  were 
'^  especially  among  the  younger  portion,  that  were  handsome; 
e  ereater  part  were  very  plain,  and  the  whole  were  even 
pallid  than  American  women  generally,  with  an  appearance 
nguor,  that  betokened  a  morbid  state  of  feeling  and  very  im* 
bt  hedth. 
^e  first  iialf  hour  of  the  worship  was  passed  in  a  profound  si- 
Ic^;  the  men,  as  they  entered,  stepping  as  lighdy  as  possible 
abrbfls  the  flooffv  to  hang  up  their  broad-bnmmed  straw  hats  on  the 
ally  and  the  women,  as  they  entered,  disposing  of  their  plair 
raw  bonnets,  all  of  the  same  pattern,  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
Aqi  taking  their  seats,  the  eldest  of  each  sex  occupying  the  front 
rows,  opposite  to  each  other,  and  the  younger  filling  up  the  benches 
behind  them,  and  some  sitting  on  the  ground. 

At  the  end  of  this  half  hour  one  of  the  male  elders  rose,  which 
was  the  agnal  for  forming  in  ranks,  when  the  benches  were  re- 
moved by  the  parties  who  sat  on  them,  and  ranged  close  to  the 
wall,  so  as  to  leave  the  central  part  of  die  room  clear.  The  lines 
y^e  then  formed,  the  men  standmg  in  rows  at  one  end  of  the  room, 
and  the  women  at  the  other,  the  front  ranks  of  each  nearly  meeting 
in  the  centre. 
One  of  the  elders  then  addressed  the  worshippers  as  dear  breth- 
and  sisters,  and  spoke  for  about  five  minutes.  The  substance  of 
his  remarks  was,  that  they  ought  all  to  rejoice  at  having  the  privilege 
to  meet  and  worship  God  in  their  own  way  without  interruption, 
and  at  the  still  greater  privile^  of  being  among  the  number  of 
ttiose  who  were  especially  called  by  God  to  come  out  from  the 
werid,  and  to  put  a«|le  ungodliness  and  all  worldly  lusts.  Thcr 
were  engaged  m  the  work  of  God,  and  not  in  diat  of  the  world, 
and  their  happiness  consisted  in  knowing  and  doing  his  will. 
The  first  speaker  was  followed  by  a  second,  ^niio  exprened  near- 
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Ijr^  mine  sentiments  in  other  words;  and,  after  a  pauM  of  a  Ww. 
minutes,  the  whole  body  sang  together  a  short  hymn,  of  which  I 
could  only  catch  the  first  verse,  which  was  thus : 

**0h!  theprocioasworkofOod^ 

It  is  irare !  it  Is  puis !  _^ 

I  will  rejoice,  and  lift  my  Toice,  -^^P 

To  serre  the  Lord  for  evemiore." 

The  singing  was  loud  and  harsh,  without  the  least  attempt  it 
harmony,  and  the  air  was  rude  and  wild.  Mot  more  than  half  thfi 
number  of  the  congregation  joined  in  this  exercise,  though  there 
was  no  particular  body  as  a  choir  to  whom  it  was  restricted ;  but 
every  one  seemed  to  pay  the  most  devout  attention.  , 

Another  elder  then  stepped  into  the  front  and  addressed  the 
strangers  present  He  said  that  it  was  verv  much  the  custom  Hat 
strangers  to  come  and  visit  them  on  the  Sabbath,  though  they  rare- 
ly came  on  any  other  dav ;  and  as  there  were  undoubtedly  some 
pecuUarities  in  their  worship,  it  was  more  than  probable  that  cuiir 
osity  was  the  leading  motive  (hat  brought  us  there.  To  this  thej  ^ 
offered  no  impediment;  for,  as  they  were  not  ashamed  ^ler^.i  * 
thdr  opinions  or  practices,  but  rather  reioiced  in  them,  theyq|\d  lij  _ 
close  tneir  doors  agidnst  any  persons,  but  willingly  admitted  \^nd 
accommodated,  as  far  as  their  space  and  means  would  allow,  all 
who  chose  to  remam,  provided  they  were  alent  and  respectful ; 
and  when  they  found  they  could  not  be  both,  it  was  dearable  tlifgr 
should  vdthdraw.  '    ^ 

He  said  the  world  regarded  them  as  madmen  and  fools,  but  so 
did  the  world  esteem  the  early  Christians.  They  knew,  however, 
that  they  were  sober  and  sincere ;  and  the  only  difference  between 
themselves  and  the  world  was,  that  the  people  of  the  world  con* 
tinned  still  te  see  things  as  through  a  glass,  darkly,  while  God  had 
ealled  them  out  of  the  world  to  see  things  with  all  the  fulness  of 
the  bnghtest  day ;  and  that,  when  our  eyes  were  opened  (for  a  day 
would  come  in  which  each  would  receive  a  call,  and  by  his  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  that  call  his  future  destiny  would  be  settled), 
we  shou\d  look  back  upon  the  things  of  the  world  just  as  they 
now  did,  18  being  nothing  but  a  heap  of  vanities  and  emptiness. 

Another  pause  ensued,  and  then  the  whole  assembly  fell  on  their 
knees,  and  tlevatm^  their  hands  and  arms,  and  maung  signs  of 
beckoning  or  kivitation,  they  sang  in  concert  this  verse : 

**  Gome,  holy  aogels,  quickly  come, 
And  bring  your  porifyinf  fire ; 
ConsQme  oor  lusts  in  CTery  bome, 
And  root  oat  erery  foul  desire.'* 

Some  of  the  spectators  looked  at  the  female  portion  of  the  w(»r* 
shippers  while  they  were  singing  this,  and  then  at  each  other  sig- 
nificantly ;  but  upon  the  countenances  of  the  smgers  themselves, 
whether  male  or  female,  not  a  trace  could  be  seen  of  any  other 
sentiment  or  feeling  than  that  of  the  deepest  gravity  and  devotion. 
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«Ar  erery  dose  of  this  verse,  which  they  repeated  several  timer^ 
they  bowed  their  heads  to  the  ground,  those  of  the  two  fiont  ranks 
of  males  and  females  almost  touching  each  other ;  and  at  the«iter- 
mination  of  the  whole  they  remained  on  their  knees  for  a  few  min- 
jfffij  looking  stead&stly  on  the  ground,  and  buried  in  the  most  pro- 
^nd  silence. 

When  they  rose  another  elder  came  forward  and  a  second  time 
addressed  the  strangers ;  whether  he  was  induced  to  do  so  from 
the  significant  looks  interchanged  among  the  spectators  while  the 
last  verse  was  singing,  I  could  not  positively  sav ;  but  it  seemed  '- 
to  me  probable,  because  he  opened  his  speech  by  observing  that 
many  persons  who  came  to  see  them  went  away  and  calunmiated 
J^em.  Among  other  thingjs,  he  said  it  had  been  alleged  that  they 
did  not  live  the  life  of  purity  which  they  pretended,  out  that  their 
practices  were  contrary  to  their  professions.  This  b^  declared  to 
De  untrue,  and  called  Heaven  to  witness  the  accuracyj^f  his  asser* 
ti6n.  He  said  they  laboured  honestly  with  their  owh  hands  to 
ttiaintain  themselves  independently ;  and  that,  between  labour  for 
jgplBistMce  and  the  worship  of  Grod,  their  time  was  wholly  occu- 
ped,  ymle  they  avoided  and  resisted  all  temptation,  and  kept  them- 
ielves  pure  from  all  carnal  defilement 

-  When.he  had  ceased,  one  of  the  elders  among  the  females,  who 
appeared  to  be  ^bout  sixty  years  of  age,  broke  silence,  and,  ad- 
<ms8ing  the  assembly,  said  she  had  been  forty  years  a  member  of 
the  community,  but  had  never  felt  herself  inspired  to  speak  till  the 
present  moment  Now,  however,  she  felt  it  her  duty  to  unloose 
her  tongue,  and  declare  that  these  aspersions  upon  their  purity  were 
altogether  unwarranted ;  that  their  brethren  gave  them  only  pro- 
tection, for  which  they  felt  duly  grateful ;  but  that  they  neither 
sought  for,  nor  asked,  nor  desired  anything  from  thefh  in  return ; 
that  die  female  part  of  the  body,  on  whose  behalf  she  could  speak, 
r^arded  themselves  as  chosen  vessels,  set  apart  for  the  use  and  ser- 
vice of  God  alone ;  and  they  neither  had,  nor  wished  to  have,  any 
communication  with  men.  This  defence  of  the  purity  of  the  order 
was  received  by  the  females  with  the  loudest  and  most  enthusiastic 
acclamations  and  clapping  of  hands. 

The  assembly  then  formed  itself  into  another  order  for  the  dancing, 
which  is  callea  by  them  **  labour,''  and  from  the  zeal  and  anima- 
tion with  which  all  their  movements  are  performed,  it  may  well  de- 
serve that  name.  The  males  were  first  arranged  in  pairs,  following 
each  other  like  troops  in  a  line  of  march ;  and  when  their  number 
was  completed,  the  females  followed  afler,  two  and  two,  in  the 
same  manner.  In  this  way  they  formed  a  complete  circle  round 
the  open  space  of  the  room.  In  the  centre  of  the  whole  was  a 
small  band  of  about  half  a  dozen  males  and  half  a  dozen  females, 
who  were  there  stationed  to  sing  the  tunes  and  mark  the  time ;  and 
fliese  began  to  sing  with  a  loud  voice  and  m  quick  time,  like  the 
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allegro  of.  a  sonata,  or  the  viyace  of  a  canionet,  the  foUow^^ 

Terse: 

• 

'*  Pevpel«al  hkwmgi  do  drand, 
Pvpetual  praise  oo  efwr  hand; 
Then  leap  for  jor,  with  dance  and  aong, 
To  praiae  the  Loid  foraw.* 

The  iiotion  of  tiie  double  line  of  wonhippers,  as  they  filed  ctf 
befiyre  us,  was  something  between  a  march  and  a  dance.  Their 
bodies  were  inclined  i)rward  like  fhose  of  persons  in  die  act  of 
nmning;  fhey  kept  the  most  perfect  time  with  their  feet,  and  b^t 
^Ihe  air  with  their  nands  to  the  same  measure,  ^me  of  the  mc^e 
robust  and  enthusiastic  literally  **  leaped"  so  Ugh  as  to  shake  the 
room  bjr  the  wo^t  with  which  they  fell  to  their  feet  on  die  floor; 
*"  and  others,  diou^  taking  diejiatter  more  moderately,  bore  evident 
aims  of  the  effects  of  the  exercise  and  heat  united  on  their  persons. 
|ft  first  dance  lasted  about  five  minutes,  and  during  die  pause 
^nnch  succeeded  another  short  speech  was  made  bj  one  of  the 
male  elders^  repeating  the  duty  of  congratulating  themselves  on 
tliejonvileges  tibey  enjoyed. 

Tne  first  dance  was  performed  to  the  air  of  ^  Scots  wha'  ha'e 
,  wi'  Wallace  bkd,''  but  sung  with  great  rapidity,  such  as  is  some* 
times  done  when  it  is  converted  into  a  (jmck  march  by  a  miHtaij 
band.  The  sooond  dance  was  of  still  qucker  measure,  and  to  die 
miidi  less  respectable  :Old  !Enghsh  tune  of  **  Nancj  Dawson/* 
wUch  I  had  not  heard  ftt.  thirty  years  at  least,  though  it  was  a  pop* 
nlar  song  in  my  boyhood,  among  sailors  especially;  and  the  last 
place  on  earth  m  which  I  should  have  expected  to  bear  it  revived 
wodd  have  been  among  the  Shaken  in  America.  Yet  so  it  was: 
and  to  this  lively  and  merry  tune  the  whole  body,  now  fonned  into 
three  abreast  instead  of  two,  literally  scampered  round  the  room 
in  a  quick  ^lopade,  every  individual  of  both  the  choir  and  the 
dancers  ailing  with  all  their  might  these  words : 

'*  Pnaaon,  preaa  on,  re  cboaen  band, 
The  angela  go  beuwe  ye; 
We're  marching  through  Emanuel*!  land, 
Where  aainta  ahall  aing  in  glory." 

This  exercise  was  continued  for  at  least  double  the  time  of  the 
former,  and  by  it  the  worshippers  were  wrought  up  to  such  a 
pitch  of  fervour,  that  they  were  evidendy  on  the  pobt  of  some  vi- 
olent outbreak  or  paroxysm.  Accordingly,  the  whole  assembly 
soon  got  into  the  **  most  admired  disorder,"  each  dancing  to  his 
own  tune  and  his  own  measure,  and  the  females  became  j^rfecdy 
ungovernable.  About  half  a  dozen  of  these  whirled  themselves 
round  in  what  opera-dancers  call  a  piroueUe^  performing  at  least 
fifty  revolutions  each,  their  arms  extended  horizontally,  their  clothes 
being  blown  out  like  an  air-balloon  all  round  their  persons,  their 
hea£  sometimes  £Bdlixij^  on  one  side,  and  sometimes  hanging  for- 
ward on  the  bosom,  tin  they  would  at  length  faint  away  in  hysteiw 
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idui  coDYolsions,  and  be  caugfat  in  the  arms  of  tbe  somnmdmg 
dancers.  ^ 

This,  too,  like  the  smging  and  dancing  which  preceded  it,  was 
accompanied  by  clapping  of  hands  to  mark  the  time,  while  the 
same  verse  was  constantfy  repeated,  and  at  every  repetition  with 
increased  rapidity.  Altogether  the  scene  was  one  of  the  Biost  ex- 
traordinary 1  had  evet  witnessed,  and,  except  amone  the  howlinc^ 
dervishes  of  Bagdad  and  the  whirling  dervishes  of  Damascus,  I 
remember  nothing  in  the  remotest  degree  resembling  it  It  was 
well  that  the  assembly  was  speedily  after  this  dispersed,  because  w 
I  thiiJc  another  half  hour  would  have  carried  the  fervour  so  high 
that  it  might  have  ended  in  scenes  which  would  have  astonished 
and  disgusted  the  spectators,  and  not  have  been  veiy  honourable  to  ^ 

the  performers.  .  .      '  .  a^ 

During  the  whole  period  of  this  worship,  which  lasted  about  IH 
hours,  I  was  endeavouring  to  settle  in  my  mind  the  debatable  (]u» 
tion  of  whether  the  people  whom  I  saw  before  me  were  practising 
1  delusion  on  themselves,  or  endeavouring  to  impose  upon  aflft  de-  -. 
cdve  others.    I  had  had  the  same  difficulty  before  in  witnessing 
the  follies  of  the  Christian  devotees  at  Jerusalem  and  throughout 
the  Holy  Land,  where  the  various  sects  of  Eastern  Christians  en- 
deavour to  outvie  each  other  in  the  extravagances  of  their  penan- 
ces and  ceremonies.    I  had  felt  similar  doubts  when  seeing  the  fan- 
tastic conduct  of  Mohammedan  fakirs  and  dervishes  m  S^fP^  ^^ 
Arabia,  and  Hindu  devotees  in  Bengal  and  Bombay.    The  con- 
dusion  to  which  I  came  in  all  these  cases  was  the  same ;  name- 
ly, that  there  was  much  more  of  sincerity  in  their  belief  and  con- 
dfuct  than  the  world  generally  supposed  i  and  that,  instead  of  at- 
tempting to  dupe  others,  they  were  merely  deluding  themselves. 
The  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  so  rare  as  to  form  an  inconsiderable 
fraction  of  the  whole  number ;  and,  strange  as  such  infatuation  may 
appear,  there  has  never  vet  been  an  age  or  country  free  from  it,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  as  the  history  of  the  world  abundantly  testifies. 
When  the  assembly  had  broken  up,  I  sought  and  obtained  an 
interview  with  one  of  the  male  elders,  who  readily  answered  all 
the  inqmries  I  made  of  him  ;  and  on  my  expressing  a  donre  to  pro- 
cure any  authentic  publications  wluch  mignt  be  in  existence  rda- 
tive  to  the  history  and  peculiar  views  of  their  community,  he  re- 
ferred me  to  the  **  Office''  of  the  village,  where  I  went  for  that  pur- 
pose.   We  were  received  here  by  one  of  the  female  Shakers,  a 
well-grown  and  petty  young  woman  of  about  twenty,  with  scnne 
colour  yet  remaining  m  her  cheek,  dark  and  expressive  ejres,  and 
a  very  cheerful  and  smiling  countenance.    Her  conversation  was 
intelhgent,  free  from  any  appearance  of  restraint,  and  her  manner 
most  eBsj  and  natural.    She  readily  answered  our  inquiries,  and 
furnished  me  with  four  different  works,  published  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  community,  and,  therefore,  to  be  relied  on  for  their  ao- 
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coney t  as  regard  the  history,  doctrines,  and  pactices  of  the  sect 
I  expressed  a  wish,  however,  to  obtain,  in  adcUtion  to  these,  a  copy 
of  the  hymns  sung  by  them  during  their  woidiip,  but  she  said  no 
cd^es  of  these  had  been  published  for  the  world.  I  requested  her 
to  ask  of  the  elders  whether  one  used  by  themselves  could  be  lent 
me  for  a  few  day£f,  when  it  should  be  returned ;  but  her  applica- 
tion was  unsuccessful,  as  the  elders  had  objec^ons  to  their  being  seen 
or  circulated  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  community. 

We  returned  to  Albany  early  in  the  afternoon ;  and  from  the 
^conversation  I  had  enjoyed  with  the  elder  and  the  librarian,  and 
from  the  |>ublications  furnished  me  by  the  latter,  I  was  enabled  to 
compile  and  digest  the  following  authentic  account  of  the  origin^ 
progress,  and  actual  condition  of  this  singular  community,  as  well 
as  uieir  pecuUar  views  of  religion  and  government,  and  the  scrip- 
tural authorities  on  which  they  profess  to  found  their  doctrines  and 
prectiote* 
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brifin  of  tbc  Sset  of  Sbaken  in  Gciitany  and  France.— Tk«nq>Iantmf  of  the  Sect  to 
Siglaod  In  V9§f  Biogsfhj  of  Ann  Lee.  the  Founder  in  America.— Fint  Settle- 
maaft  at  Niakjtint*— Deatn  of  Ann  Lee.— Progresa  and  Freaent  State  of  the  Societj 
ef  Shakera.— Recent  Spread  of  the  Society  in  the  Weatem  Statea. 

Lf  the  year  1689  some  remarkable  ^'revivals  of  religion,"  as 
tbcy  iiexaQedi  tooV  pbce  m  (Germany  and  France,  but  particular- 
ly a£-])aii{dini|  and  ViVrais  in  the  latter  country.  The  persons 
mmm  to^^^these' revivals  are  said  to  have  been  agitated  in  bod^  a^ 
wpli  as  in  mind  by  what  they  were  pleased  to  call  Divine  inspira- 
WIL  They  pred^ctad  th^  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  world, 
4ttl  die  seoQUMlcomii^  of  the  Messiah,  to  commence  his  millennial 
Imi  lipon  th?earih.  The  following  fa  the  account  which  is  given 
oflLe  procresi  jj|f  this  body  of  religionists  in  the  work  entitled  ^  A 
Sunmary  Wew  of  the  Millennial  Qiurch,  or  United  Society  of  Be- 
Kenren,  (^ninonly  called  Shakers ;  comprising  the  rise,  progress 
anSfpradmu  order  of  the  Skxnety,  together  ^th  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  tbdr  Faith  and  Testimony,  published  by  order  of  the  Xilin« 
is^rj^  union  with  the  Church." 

Tai  introduction  to  this  work  is  agnqd  by  Calvin  Green  and 
Seth  IWells,  two  of  the  leading  elders  of  %e  sect  It  is  dated  at 
New-Lebanon,  May  12,  ^23,  and  has  for  its  motto  this  verse  from 
the  prophet  Daniel:  ^ In  fhe  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of 
heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed."  There 
were  four  other  wonc^  some  of  earlier  and  some  of  later  date,  the 
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earliest  1810,  the  latest  1838  5  and  from  these  collectirely  the  ac- 
count is  revised,  retaining  in  most  cases  the  expressions,  and  in 
all  the  substance  of  the  statements  made  by  the  writers  them- 
selves,  who  are,  of  course,  to  be  considered  as  alone  responsible  for 
those  expressions  which  imply  a  belief  in  the  Divine  inspiration 
communicated  to,  or  ipiracles  alleged  to  be  performed  by,  the  sev- 
eral personages  s|;)oke&  of  in  the  narrative.  After  the  short  history 
given  of  the  religious  revivals  in  Germanj  and  France,  before  ad- 
verted to,  the  history  is  contmued  thus : 

*<  About  the  year  1706  a  few  of  them  went  over  to  England,  where 
they  renewed  their  testimony ;  and  through  the  ministration  of  the  same 
Spirit  to  others,  many  were  united  to  them,  so  that  in  a  short  time  they 
became  very  numerous,  and  their  testimony  became  extensive  and  pow- 
erful. 

'*  In  1747,  a  small  number  who  were  endowed  with  the  spirit  of  these 
witnesses,  were  led  by  the  influence  of  the  Divine  Spirit  to  unite  them- 
selves into  a  small  society,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchester,  under 
the  ministry  of  James  and  Jane  Wardley.  These  were  both  sincerely 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  God,  and  were  blessed  with  great  manifestations 
of  Divine  light. 

'*  This  infant  society  practised  no  forms  and  adopted  no  creeds  as 
rules  of  faith  or  worship ;  but  gave  themselves  up  to  be  led  and  guided 
entirely  by  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  Their  meetings  were 
powerful  and  animated,  attended  with  remarkable  signs  and  operations, 
and  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy  and  Divine  revelation. 

**  Sometimes,  after  sitting  a  while  in  silent  meditation,  they  were  seis- 
ed with  a  mighty  trembling,  under  which  the}[  would  often  express  the 
indignation  of  God  against  all  sin.  At  other  times  they  were  exercised 
with  singing,  shouting,  and  leaping  for  joy  at  the  near  prospect  of  salva- 
tion. They  were  often  exercised  with  great  agitations  of  body  and 
limbs,  running  and  walking  the  floor  with  a  variety  of  signs  and  opera- 
tions, and  swiftly  passing  and  repassing  each  other,  like  clouds  agitated 
with  a  mighty  wind.  No  human  power  could  Imitate  the  wondental  op- 
erations with  which  they  were  affected  while  under  the  influence  of 
these  spiritual  signs.  From  these  exercises,  so  stran|[e  in  the  eyes  of 
fknankind,  they  received  the  appellation  of  Shaitrs,  wmch  has  been  the 
most  common  name  of  distinction  ever  since. 

"  They  continued  to  increase  in  light  and  power,  with  occasional  ad- 
ditions to  their  number,  till  about  the  year  1770,  when,  by  a  special  miui- 
ifestation  of  Divine  light,  the  present  testimony  of  salvation  uid  eternal 
life  was  fully  revealed  to  Arm  Lee,  and  by  her  to  the  society.  As  this 
extraordinary  woman,  concerning  whom  so  much  has  been  reported  and 

Siblished  abroad  in  the  worid,  was  the  distingui^ed  personage  to  whom 
hrist  revealed  himself  in  his  true  character  in  this  day  of  his  seeomd 
appearing,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  prooeeding  with  this  wotk,  to  give 
.pome  account  of  her  life,  character,  and  ministiy. 

"  Ann  Lee  was  the  daughter  of  John  Lee,  of  Manchester,  in  England. 
She  was  bom  in  the  year  1730.  Her  father  was  by  occupation  awck- 
smith,  and,  though  poor,  he  was  respectable  in  character,  moral  in  prin- 
ciple, honest  and  punctual  in  his  dealings,  and  industrious  in  business. 
Her  mother  was  esteemed  as  a  religious  and  very  pious  woman. 

"  As  she  considered  that  the  people  called  Shakers  were  favoured  with 
a  greater  degree  of  Divine  light,  and  a  more  clear  and  pointed  testimony 
against  the  nature  of  sin,  than  had  hitherto  been  Dade  manifest,  Ann 
mdily  embraced  their  testimony,  and  united  herself  to  the  society  in 
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the  month  ol  September,  1768,  being  then  in  the  tWenty-thiid  year  of 
her  age." 

She  had  no  sooner  joined  herself  to  the  sodety  than  calumnia* 
tors  began  to  appear,  imputing  to  her  every  bad  motive,  and  char- 
gbs  her  with  the  commission  of  every  crime ;  and  the  enemiflt 
of  &e  sect  have  not  scrupled  to  repeat  these  calumnies  ever  once. 
But  the  writer  of  her  history  repudiates  ihesr  imputations  as  utter* 
ly  groundless,  and  cites  parallel  cases  of  false  accusations  against 
the  saints  in  all  ages,  in  which  he  says :  i 

**  It  is  well  known  that  the  primitive  Christians  were  greatly  slander- 
ed and  stigmatized  by  their  heathen  neighbours,  and  every  fa^e  report 
that  scandal  could  bestow  or  malice  dictate  was  put  in  circulation,  and 
urged  upon  the  public  as  positive  facts,  that  could  easily  be  proved  by 
eye  and  ear  witnesses  in  abundance. 

"  Celsus  the  Epicurean,  upon  what  he  called  good  authority,  charged 
Jesus  Christ  with  being  the  ofisprinff  of  adultery ;  and  asserted  *  that 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  being  great  with  child,  was  put  away  by  the  car- 
penter who  had  espoused  her,  he  having  convicted  her  of  adultery  with 
a  soldier  named  Pantheras.'  Celsus  farther  adds,  that,  *  having  been 
turned  out  of  doors  by  her  husband,  she  wandered  about  in  a  shameful 
manner,  till  she  brought  forth  Jesus  in  an  obscure  place.'*  Such  are  the 
charges  of  this  ancient  heathen  calumniator  agamst  the  Virgin  Mary. 
And,  influenced  by  the  same  malignant  spirit,  some  modem  Celsusea, 
upon  what  they  call  good  authority,  have  charged  Ann  Lee  with  lewd- 
ness and  intoxication.  But  those  who  best  knew  the  Virgin  Mary  knew 
ibai  the  atory  of  that  ancient  calumniator  was  false,  and  those  who  best 
knew  j^AA  14(8  knew  that  the  stories  of  these  modem  calumniators  are 
fjEdse.        ^^  ^. 

"  The  charge  of  dranikenness  alleged  against  Ann  Lee  and  her  com- 
panioiJif  .had  no  more  foundation  in  truth  than  the  same  charges  alleged 
affiiDSt  ihe  apostles  and  primitive  Christivis  at  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
^e  truth  is,  t&ey  were  under  the  opeiatkm  of  the  same  Spirit,  and  it 
was  attended  with  the  same  effects  on  those  who  received  it,  and  exci- 
ted the  same  opposition  in  their  enemies,  and  gave  rise  to  the  same 
i^se  acensations. 

^  While  In  deep  exercise  of  mind  eonceraing  these  things,  she  was 
brought  into  a  state  of  excessive  tribulation  of  soul,  in  which  she  felt 
her  way  hedged  op,  seemingly,  on  every  side,  and  was  constrained  to 
*  cry  miffii^y  to  God  to  open  some  way  of  deliverance.  In  the  midst  of 
her  s^reifiigs  and  earnest  cries  to  God,  her  soul  was  filled  with  Divine 
li^t,  and  the  mysteries  of  the  spiritual  world  were  brouf^ht  clearly  to 
her  understandmg.-.  She  saw  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  his  glory,  who ' 
revealed  to  her  ihB  great  object  of  her  prayers,  and  fuUv  satisfied  all  the 
desires  of  her  soul.  The  most  astonishing  visions  and  Divine  manifes- 
tations were  presented  to  her  view  in  so  clear  and  striking  a  manner, 
that  the  whm  spiritual  woii^  seemed  displayed  before  her.  In  these 
extraordinaf^  manifestations  she  had  a  full  and  clear  view  of  the  mvs- 
tery  of  iniqmty,  of  the  root  and  foundation  of  human  depravity,  and  of 
the  very  act  of  transgression  committed  by  the  first  man  and  woman 
in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Here  she  saw  whence  and  wherein  all  man- 
kind were  lost  from  God,  and  clearly  realized  the  only  possible  way  of 
recovery. 

"  After  Ann  was  received  and  acknowledged  as  the  spiritual  mother 

•  Bee  Lttdnei's  Woikib  vol  riiL,  p.  19L 
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and  leader  of  the  society,  the  manner  of  wofship  and  the  exercises  in 
their  public  assemblies  were  singing  and  dancing,  shaking  and  shouting, 
speaking  with  new  tongues  and  prophesying,  with  all  those  various  gifts 
ol  the  Holy  Ghost  known  ia  the  primitive  Church.  These  gifts  pro- 
flressively  mcreased  until  the  establishment  of  the  Church  in  America, 
Sy  which  those  who  were  in  the  sj^rit  of  the  wori[  were  convinced,  be- 
yond all  doubt  or  controversy,  that  it  was  the  beginning  of  Christ's  reiga 
upon  earth.  * 

"  A  special  rerelation  was  then  announced  to  Mother  Ann,  by  which 
she  was  commanded  to  repair  to  America  with  her  faithful  baud  of  fol- 
lowers, accompanied  with  a  prophecy  that  the  true  Millennial  Church 
would  ultimately  be  established  in  that  country.  This  revelation  was 
communicated  to  the  society,  and  was  soon  confirmed  by  signs,  visions, 
and  extraordinary  manifestations  to  many  individual  members ;  and  per- 
mission was  ffiven  for  all  those  of  the  society  to  accompany  her  who 
were  able,  and  who  felt  any  special  impressions  on  their  own  minds  so 
to  do.  Accordingly,  those  who  became  the  companions  of  Mother  Ann 
in  her  voyage  to  America,  embarked  at  Liverpool  on  board  the  ship 
Mariah,  Captain  Smith,  of  New- York,  and  sailed  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1774. 

"  When  Mother  Ann  landed  at  New- York,  she  counselled  those  who 
came  with  her,  for  a  season,  to  seek  their  livelihood  where  they  could 
find  employ,  as  they  were  mostly  poor,  and  had  nothing  to  subsist  upon 
but  what  they  obtamed  by  honest  industry.  Accordingly,  they  were  all 
scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  oomitry  until  the  sprmg  of  the  year 
1776.  She  then  went  by  water  up  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  to  Nis- 
kyuna  (now  Watervliet),  and  about  the  month  of  September  fixed  her 
residence  where  the  Church  is  now  established,  eight  miles  northwest 
from  the  centre  of  the  City  of  Albany." 

Such  is  the  history,  condensed  from  the  publications  of  the  Sha- 
kers Uiemsdycs,  and  given  in  the  lan^age  of  their  own  writers^ 
of  the  first  founder  of  Uieir  community  in  America*  Large  portioDg 
of  this  history  have  been  passed  over  unnoticed,  as  consisting  of 
diroutes  with  the  public  authorities,  persecutions,  and  miracmouB 
deuverances,  gifts  of  prophecy,  gifts  of  tongues,  and  power  of  per- 
forming miraculous  cures ;  for,  though  these  are  referred  to  triumph- 
antly by  the  societj^  as  proofi  of  their  Divine  origin,  they  may 
be  paralleled  by  similar  proofs  in  the  early  histoiy  of  all  tibe  differ^ 
ent  systems  of  religion  that  exist  in  the  world,  as  well  as  thdr  sub-  ' 
sec^uent  ramifications ;  and  all  supported  by  testimonies  soflBcient  to 
satisfy  those  who  belong  to  the  particular  faith  they  are  intended 
to  confirm,  but,  unfortunately,  having  no  such  effect  on  any  others. 

In  justice,  however,  to  the  believen  in  those  miracles,  it  is  prop- 
er to  give  iheit  own  account  of  the  last  vision  that  was  seen  by 
their  leader,  and  to  add  the  note  upon  the  passage  ai  the  answer 
to  the  objections  urged  against  then:  truth*  The  narrator  of  the 
last  moments  of  Ann  Lee  thus  expresses  himself: 

^Though  her  bodily  sufferings  were  great,  yet  she  appeared 
calm,  peaceable,  and  comfortable  in  spirit,  and  her  usual  patience 
and  fortitude  appeared  conspicuous  to  the  end.  She  continually 
grew  weaker  in  body  until  the  8th  of  September,  between  twelve 
and  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  vrhen  die  breadied  her  last,  with- 
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'  out  a  struggle  or  a  groan.  Before  her  departure  aihe  repeatedly 
told  those  about  her  that  she  vras^oinj^  home.  Just  before  she 
expired,  she  said,  'I  see  Brother  William  conung  m  a  glorious 
chariot  to  take  me  home.'  Elder  John  Jlocknell,  i^ho  i^as  ereat- 
ly  gifted  in  visions,  testified  that  ^hen  the  breath  left  her  body,  he 
'  saw  in  vision  a  golden  chariot,  drawn  hy  four  white  horses,  which 
received  and  wafted  her  soul  out  of  his  sight.* 

**  Thus,"  concludes  this  writer, "  departed  from  this  mortal  stage 
that  extraordinary  female,  who  was  chosen  of  God  to  commence, 
in  this  latter  day,  the  regeneration  of  a  lost  world ;  in  whom  Christ, 
in  very  deed,  appeared  tiie  second  time  without  sin  unto  salvation ; 
whose  life  of  nghteousness  excited  agunst  her  the  enmity  of  the 
wicked,  and  agamst  whose  character  the  envenomed  tongue  of  slan- 
der has  never  ceased  to  pour  forth  its  calumnies  even  to  tins  day. 
In  her  the  sufferings  of  Christ  appeared  conspicuous ;  in  her  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  was  clearly  manifested  to  all  her  faithful  fol- 
lowers. In  her  Christ  was  revealed  the  Lord  from  heaven,  a  quick- 
ening spirit ;  in  her  was  renewed  his  example  of  perfect  obedience 
to  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father ;  in  her  was  revived  the  way  of 
life  and  salvation  by  the  cross,  and  she  plainly  taught  the  iropossi- 
Ulity  of  obtainmg  it  in  any  other  way.  In  her  was  first  wrought 
the  complete  redemption  of  the  female ;  and,  through  her  ministra- 
tion, a  way  was  opened  for  the  restoration  of  the  female  character 
to  its  proper  lot  and  dignity,  from  which  it  had  been  degraded  by 
the  transgression  of  the  first  woman." 

Such  are  the  convictions  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Shakers  re- 
.jpectmg  the  character  and  mission  of  their  founder;  and  Joanna 
i^irthcott  herself,  in  the  days  of  her  greatest  popularity,  was  not 
more  devoutly  reverenced  in  England,  or  dpes  not  continue  to  re- 
ceive greater  homage  from  ha  followers  there  at  present  (who  are 
as  numerous,  perhaps,  as  the  disciples  of  Ann  Lee),  than  is  paid 
everywhere  by  the  community  of  Shakers  in  America  to  Mother 
Ann,  as  she  is  always  called,  and  whom  th^  believe  to  be  the  last 
of  the  prophets,  and  second  revelation  of  a  Saviour  to  a  lost  world ! 

Tlie  progress  and  present  state  of  the  society  m  America  they 

*  The  following  is  the  bic^nmhn'a  nole  on  this  panage :  **Tb6  visians,  prophecies, 
tod  revelations  mentioned  in  this  woik  will  perhaps  be  rejected  by  an  unbelieving 
world  as  the  effects  of  entbnsiaam,  auporstition,  and  fanaticism.  But,  thou|h  there 
may  be  many,  eren  among  the  profaaacna  of  Christianity,  who,  generally  speakmg,  have 
DO  mith  in  such  manifestations  bevond  the  comprehension  of  tneir  natural  senses  and 
daily  experience,  yet  this  cannot  alter  the  truth  nor  disannul  facta.  Therefore,  let  the 
sneering  unbeliever  reflect  that  the  same  charge  will  equally  >pplT  to  the  prophets  and 
Mints  of  all  preceding  dispensations,  who  abounded  in  those  giika.  Elijah  went  up  in 
a  fierv  chariot,  and  a  cloua  received  Jesus  out  of  sight.  The  prophets  saw  manr  won- 
derful  visions,  and  received  many  revelations,  and  by  Divine  inspiration  delivered  many 
lemarlnble  prophecies  of  future  events ;  and  wko  has  ever  asaored  man  that  those  who 

c>  walk  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  enjoy  conummion  with  the  heavenlv  world,  shall  not  be 

'''  able  to  see  heavenly  visions,  and  discern  spiritual  things,  and  be  blessed  with  spiritual 
understanding,  in  this  day,  as  well  as  under  former  dispensations  T  It  is  the  darkness 
of  a  fallen  nature  which  obscures  the  light  of  the  soul,  and  the  veil  of  the  flesh  which 

Sl  ahuts  celestini  scenes  from  the  view  of  man;  but  the  Spirit  of  Ood  is  *  the  same  yester- 

■^  day,  tcHby,  and  forever.*  ** 
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deem  encouraging,  conadering  the  comparatively  short  time  that    ]jf 
has  yet  elapsed  since  its  origin,  and  coinpaiioe  it  with  the  slow 
progress  made  for  many  years  by  the  Gospel  itself  when  first 
preached  to  the  Grentiles.    The  following  is  me  summary  of  their 
statistics  on  this  head : 

In  the  begmning  of  the  year  1780  the  society  consisted  of  but 
about  10  or  12  persons,  all  of  whom  came  from  England.  From 
this  time  there  was  a  gradual  and  extensive  mcrease  in  their  num- 
bers until  the  year  1787,  when  they  began  to  collect  at  New-Leb- 
anon. Here  the  Church  was  established,  as  a  common  centre  of 
union  for  all  who  belonged  to  the  sode^  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  This  still  remains  as  the  mother-church,  bemg  the  first 
that  was  established ;  all  the  societies  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try are  centered  branches  of  this ;  and  there  are  now  20  separate 
commnnities,  numbering  about  4000  members. 

All  these  communities  were  formed  previous  to  the  year  1805. 
In  that  year  a  very  remarkable  excitement  or  agitation  of  the  pub- 
lic mind  on  the  subject  of  relidon  took  place  in  Kentucky,  and  is 
'^  known  by  the  name  of  the  **  Kentucky  Revival.''  The  enthuaasm 
of  the  people  seemed  to  be  at  its  height,  and  the  excitement  was 
occasioned  by  the  preaching  of  some  Presbyterian  missionaries  who  ' 
had  been  sent  into  the  Western  States  from  New-England.  The 
Shakers  hearing  of  this,  and  remembering  a  prophecy  of  Mother 
Ann,  that  t£e  Western  country  would  soon  be  opened  to  them,  they 
sent  forth,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1805,  three  chosen  messengers  to 
that  distant  region.  They  continued  there  for  some  time,  enduring 
great  opposition  from  all  quarters,  until  the  resistance  to  their  far- 
ther progress  seemed  to  have  reached  its  height  in  1810,  when  the 
following  scene  occuged^  according  to  their  own  account : 

"  On  the  97th  of  August,  1810,  a  body  of  500  armed  men,  led  on  by 
officers  in  military  array,  appeared  before  the  principal  dwelling  of  the  -^ 
society  in  Union  village.  'Fnis  formidable  force  was  preceded  and  fol-  ''^ 
lowed  by  a  large  concourse  of  spectators,  of  all  descriptions  of  people, 
estimated  at  nearly  8000  in  number,  whose  object  was  to  witness  the 
mighty  conflict  expected  to  take  place  between  a  body  of  500  armed 
men  and  a  few  harmless  and  de^snceless  Shakers.  Among  this  great 
concourse  were  many  who  were  friendly  to  the  society,  and  whose  only 
wish  was  to  prevent  mischief  and  preserve  peace ;  but  the  far  greater 
majority  were  either  entire  strangers  or  deciaed  enemies,  who  came  to 
support  the  military  in  case  of  necessity.  Many  of  these  were  armed 
in  mob  array,  some  with  guns  and  swords,  some  with  Imyonets  fixed 
.  on  poles  or  sticks  of  various  lengths,  and  others  with  staves,  hatchets, 
knives,  and  clubs.  These  formed  a  motley  multitude  of  every  descrip- 
tion, from  ragged  boys  to  hoary-headed  men,  exhibiting  altogether  a 
hideous  and  grotesque  appearance. 

"  But,  notwithstanding  all  these  threatening  and  warlike  appearances^ 
no  confusion  appeared  among  the  believers  throughout  the  day ;  but 
they  remained  calm,  peaceable,  and  undismayed,  and  attended  to  Iheir 
usual  occupations  with  as  much  regularity  as  the  confused  circunstan- jl 
ces  of  the  day  would  permit.  ^ 
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"  This  motley  multitnde  haTing  collected,  and  the  troops  having  taken 
their  station  n«Br  the  meeting-house,  a  deputation  of  twelve  men  came 
forward,  headed  by  a  Plesbyterian  preacher ;  and,  alter  making  a  num- 
.  ber  of  unreasonable  and  inconsistent  demands  (demands  with  which  the 
^leaders  of  the  soci|ty  bad  neither  power  nor  authority  to  comply),  they 
proceeded  to  state,  as  the  principal  requisition  of  this  extraordina^  con- 
course of  armed  men,  that  the  society  should  relinquish  their  principles 
and  practice,  their  public  testimony,  mode  of  worship,  and  manner  of 
living,  or  quit  the  country.  These  extraordinary  demands  were  accom- 
panied with  threats  of  violence  in  case  of  refusal. 

"  The  answer  of  the  society  was  calm  and  mild,  but  plain  and  posi- 
tive :  That  they  esteemed  their  faith  in  the  Gospel  dearer  than  their 
lives,  and  were  therefore  determined  to  maintain  it,  whatever  they 
might  8u£fer  as  the  consequence ;  and  as  to  quitting  the  country,  they 
were  upon  their  own  possessions,  which  they  had  purchased  with  their 
own  money,  and  for  which  they  were  indebted  to  no  man ;  that  they 
held  no  man*s  property,  and  therefore  had  a  just  right  to  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  tneir  own  possessions  in  a  free  country,  and  were  entitled 
to  those  liberties  granted  by  the  laws  of  their  country,  including  the 
liberty  of  conscience." 

The  result  of  this  nuldness  and  firmness  combbed  was  exactly 
yrhdi  it  has  always  been  in  ef^  bstance  in  "which  it  has  been 
tried,  among  the  Quakers  especially,  whose  history  is  so  full  of  in- 
stances in  which  the  most  violent  hostile  enemies  have  been  dis- 
lli         armed  and  defeated  by  a  pacific  course :  so  true  is  the  saying  of 
>  Solomon, "  A  soft  answer  tumeth  away  wrath."    The  consequences, 

too,  of  this  religious  persecution  were  like  those  of  almost  eveiT 
other,  with  proofi  of  which  the  early  annals  of  this  country  abound, 
namely,  to  strengthen  the  very  cause  it  was  intended  to  crush,  and 
increase  the  number  of  those  whom  it  was  demgned  to  annihilate, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  followmg  additions  made  to  the  communities 
of  the  Shakers  in  the  Westernptates  subsequent  to  1810. 
In  Ohio  there  are  two  societies,  one  at  Union  Village,  in  the 
^  J&oounty  of  Warren,  30  miles  northeast  from  Cincinnati,  which  con- 
ff  4r^tns  nearly  600  members ;  and  one  at  Beaver  Creek,  in  the  county 
of  Montgomery,  six  miles  southeast  from  Dajton,  which  contains 
r  100  members.    In  Kentucky  there  are  also  two  societies,  one  at 

%        Pleasant  HiU,  m  Mercer  county,  21  miles  southwest  of  Lexington, 
^  ^  G^ntainine  nearly  600  members;  the  otiier  at  South  Union,  Jasper 
^         (wrings,  in  Logan  county,  15  nules  ncvtbeast  from  RusseUvflle, 
I  wnich  contains  nearly  4(X)  members.    In  Indiana  there  is  one  so- 

^  ciety,  at  West  Union,  Knox'  countv,  16  miles  above  Yincennes, 
which  contains  more  than  200  members. 

The  following  is  the  summing  up  or  conclusion  of  the  writer,  in 
the  chapter  flom  which  the  preceding  abridged  account  of  the 
progress  and  present  state  of  the  society  is  denved,  with  his  notes 
upon  the  text : 


» 


^  u. 
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'*  The  number  of  belierers  contained  in  all  the  societies,  both  in  the 
astern  and  Western  ^tes,  ezoeeds  4000.    Two  thirds,  at  least,  of  this 
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number  have  been  added  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  cen- 
tury ;  and  the  number  is  gradually  increasing.*    . 

**  Most  of  the  societies  contain  a  number  of  toge  families,  and  each 
ftimily  is  accommodated  with  one  or  more  large  and  convenient  dwell-^ 
ing-houses,  and  with  shops  and  outhouses,  for  the  qpnvenience  of  car- ^ 
ry ing  on  the  various  branches  of  business  pursued  by  the  family.   There 
is  also  in  each  society  a  house  for  public  worshipi  and  an  office  or  offi* 
ces  for  the  transaction  of  public  business. 

'*  The  principal  emplo3rments  of  the  people  are  agriculture,  horticul- 
ture, and  the  various  branches  of  domestic  manufacture ;  of  course,  the 
principal  articles  of  consumption  among  them  are  mostly  of  their  own 
produce  and  manufacture  ;  and  their  various  mechanical  branches  fur- 
nish a  variety  of  articles  for  market. 

'*  Temperance  and  chastity,  plainness  and  simplicitjTt  neatness,  indus- 
try, and  good  economy,  are  among  those  virtuous  principles  which  ac- 
tuate the  people  of  the  United  Society  in  all  their  temporal  concerns, 
and  which  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  so- 
ciety, and  ensure  the  blessmgs  of  Divine  Providence  upon  all  their  la- 
bours. And  it  is  found  by  many  years*  experience  that  this  manner  of 
life  is  more  conducive  to  the  general  health  of  the  body  than  any  other 
with  which  we  are  acquaint^ ;  and  this  experience  has  also  proved|^ 
that  fewer  deaths  have  occurred  in  the  society  since  its  establisnmeii^ 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  peop^,  than  is  usual  among  those  who 
lire  after  the  common  course  of  the  world,  "t 

*  "  We  are  fy  from  feeling  a  diapoaition  to  proclaim  oar  nnmbera  to  the  world ;  bat  .  ^ 
the  inquiriea  wmch  are  coatinually  made  by  atrangera  to  aacertain  oar  numbera,  and  the  ^  V 
local- aituation  of  the  different  aocietiea  in  our  communion,  have  induced  ua  to  give  a  7 

statement  of  theae  particulara.  We  are  aa  yet  but  a  amall  people,  and  few  in  number 
compared  with  the  raat  multitudea  enrolled  in  the  catalogoea  oi  other  denominationa ; 
but  when  w«  conaider  the  teatimony  of  Jeaua  Christ,  that '  atrait  ia  the  gate  and  narrow 
ia  the  way  that  leadeth  onto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it,'  we  cannot  but  feel  a 
aante  of  thank fuloeaa  for  that  mercy  of  God  which  haa  called  ua  to  be  numbered  with 
the  choaen  few ;  and  to  ua  k  ia  a  matter  of  more  importance  toincreaae  in  the  principles 
of  peace  and  righteooaneai  than  to  increaae  in  numbera.  Yet  we  feel  a  firm  reliance 
upoa  the  promiaea  of  Ood,  hv  the  mouth  of  hia  propheta :  '  I  will  multiplT  them,  ud 
they  shall  not  be  few ;  1  will  also  glorify  them,  and  they  ahsll  not  be  amall.  A  litUa.» 
one  ahsll  becoms  t  thoussod,  snd  a  email  one  ^troos  nation :  I  the  Lord  will  haaten  it 
in  hia  time.'— See  laa.,  be..  92,  and  Jer.,  xxx.,  19  "-•-Note  oCtbs  original  rolume. 

t  Tbe  ancients  reckoned  a  generation  to  laat  30  reara,  and  the  modema  have  gener- 
alljr  sgfeed  that  the  hfe  of  man  haa  not  incrsaaea.  From  the  commencement  of  thmi 
United  Society  in  ths  year  1780  up  to  1800,  the  average  agea  of  thoae  who  deceaaed  i4f 
New  Lebanon  and  Watervliet  exceeded  50  yeara.  Since  that  period  to  the  present 
time,  the  averags  ages  of  all  that  have  deceaied  in  theae  two  aocietiea  amount  to  about 
60  veara.    Though  tbers  waa,  in  the  beginning,  at  Issat  an  ordinary  proportion  of  yoanf  ^ 

children,  and  thoogh  many  children  have  aince  been  gathered  into  tne  societji  yet  onlj^         J 
6  have  deceased  under  10  jeirs,  sod  but  97  uodar  81  ^ears  of  age.  i^ 
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*  CHAPTER  Vn. 

Leading  PecQliaritiet  of  the  Sect  of  Shaken.— Commanitjr  of  Property  in  iD  the  Fam- 
ilies.—Celibacyof  the  entire  Body,  in  both  Sezee.— Non-existence  of  any  Priesthood. 
—Use  of  the  Dance  in  Religious  Worship.— Rales  for  the  Admission  w  new  Mem- 
1ierB.-~Order  and  Arranfement  of  the  Society's  AlEurt.— Scriptnral  Authoritiea  for 
Commuiity  of  Property. 

Thb  four  leading  peculiarities  of  the  Shakers  are :  first,  commu- 
nity of  property ;  secondly,  the  celibacy  of  the  entire  body,  in  both 
sexes;  thirdly,  the  non-existence  of  any  priesthood ;  and,  fourthly, 
the  use  of  the  dance  in  their  religious  worship.  All  these  they 
defend  on  Scriptural  authority,  and  quote  very  largely  from  the 
writings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  in  confirmaton  of  their 
Tiews.  Before  entering  on  these,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  give 
m  brief  view  of  the  rules  and  principles  bv  which  they  regulate  the 

f.  adnossion  of  members  to  their  body,  and  those  by  which  they  are 
'  tabsequently  governed.    The  following  are  their  rules  for  the  ad- 
mission of  members : 

-'     *■      "  1.  AU  persons  who  unite  with  the  sobiety  must  do  it  voluntarily  and 
of  their  own  free  will. 

"  3.  No  one  is  permitted  to  do  so  without  a  full  and  clear  understand- 
,  ing  of  all  its  obligations. 

**  3.  No  considerations  of  property  are  ever  made  use  of  to  induce 

penons  to  join  or  to  leave  the  society ;  because  it  is  a  principle  of  the 

,%        sect,  that  no  act  of  devotion  or  service  that  does  not  flow  At)m  the  free 

'  ^    *     and  voluntary  emotions  of  the  heart  can  be  acceptable  to  God  as  an  act 

^-        ^f  true  religum. 

**  4.  No  believing  husband  or  wife  is  allowed,  by  fbe  principles  of  this 

society,  to  separate  llrom  an  unbelieving  partner,  except  by  mutual 

.  ^  i^NPrecment,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  unbehever  be  such  as  to  warrant 

".   '^,^  separation  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man.    Nor  can  any  huslMUid  or 

^    'wife,  who  has  otherwise  abandoned  his  or  her  partner,  be  received  into 

communion  with  the  society. 

4        .     "  5.  Any  person  becominff  a  member  must  rectify  all  his  wrongs,  and, 

ML        as  fast  and  as  far  as  it  is  in  his  power,  diachaige  all  Just  and  legal  claims, 

1^   »     whether  of  creditors  or  filial  heirs.    Nor  can  any  person,  not  conform- 

T  ing  to  this  rule,  long  remain  in  union  with  the  society.    But  the  society 

is  not  responsible  for  the  debts  of  any  individual,  except  by  agreement ; 

because  such  responsibility  would  involve  a  principle  ruinous  to  the  in- 

^  atitution. 

**  6.  No  differeiice  is  to  be  made  in  the  distribution  of  parental  estate 
amon^  the  heirs,  whether  they  belong  to  the  societv  or  not ;  but  an  equal 
partition  must  be  made,  as  far  as  maybe  practicable  and  consistent  with 
reason  and  justice. 

^7,  If  an  unbelieving  wife  separate  from  a  believing  husband  by  agree- 
ment, the  husband  must  give  her  a  just  and  reasonable  share  of  the 
property ;  and  if  they  l^ve  children  who  have  arritsd  at  years  of  under- 
standing sufficient  to  judge  for  themselves,  and  who  choose  to  go  with 
their  mother,  they  are  not  to  be  disinherited  on  that  account.    Though 
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the  character  of  this  iostitution  has  been  mnch  censured  on  this  ffround, 
yet  we  boldly  assert  that  the  rule  above  stated  has  never,  to  our  knowl- 
edge, been  violated  by  this  society. 

'*  8.  Indnaliy,  temperance,  and  frugality  are  prominent  features  of  tfaifl 
institution.  No  member  who  is  able  to  labour  can  be  permitted  to  Uve 
idly  upon  Hm  labours  of  others.  All  are  required  to  be  employed  in 
some  manual  occupation,  according  to  their  several  abilities,  when  not 
engaged  in  other  necessary  duties.^ 

Of  the  system  of  government  exercised  by  the  society  over  those 
"who  are  admitted,  the  following  is  a  brief  oescription : 

'*  As  all  persons  enter  voluntarily,  so  they  may  voluntarily  withdraw ; 
but,  while  they  remain  members,  they  are  required  to  obey  the  regula- 
tions of  the  society. 

**  The  leading  authority  of  the  society  is  vested  in  a  ministry,  gener- 
ally consisting  of  four  persons,  including  both  sexes.  These,  together 
with  the  elders  and  trustees,  constitute  Uie  general  government  of  the 
society  in  all  its  branches. 

*'  No  creed  can  be  framed  to  limit  the  progress  of  improvement.  It 
is  the  faith  of  the  society  that  the  operations  of  Divine  light  are  uilim- 
ited.  All  are  at  liberty  to  improve  trieir  talents  and  exercise  their  gifts, 
the  younger  being  subject  to  the  elder. 

"  In  the  order  and  government  of  the  society,  no  corporeal  punish- 
ment is  apprpved,  nor  any  external  force  or  violence  exercised  on  any 
rational  person  who  has  come  to  years  of  understanding.  Faith,  con- 
science, and  reason  are  deemed  sufficient  to  influence  a  rational  being ; 
but  where  these  are  wanting,  the  necessary  and  proper  means  of  restraint 
are  not  prohibited. 

**  The  management  of  temporal  affiiirs  in  families  holding  a  united 
interest,  as  far  as  respects  the  consecrated  property  of  the  society,  is 
committed  to  trustees.  These  are  appointed  hy  the  ministry  and  eldere, 
and  are  legally  invested  with  the  fee  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the 
society.  But  all  the  transactions  of  the  trustees  must  be  for  the  united 
benefit  of  the  society,  and  not  for  any  personal  or  private  use  or  pur- 
pose whatever.  And  in  all  these  things  they  are  strictly  responsible  to 
the  leading  authority  of  the  society  for  the  uithiU  performance  of  their 
duty." 

The  follo^^e  is'given  as  the  order  and  arrangement  of  the  scv 
ciety,  when  fully  organized,  according  to  the  same  authority : 

The  commumty  is  divided  into  several  different  branches,  com-        ^ 
monly  called  families.    This  division  is  generally  made  for  the  sake 
of  convenience,  and  is  often  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  local         ^ 
situation  and  other  circumstances ;  but  the  proper  division  and  ar*        «, 
rangement  of  the  community,  without  respect  to  local  situation,  is 
into  three  classes,  or  proCTessive  degrees  of  order,  as  follows : 

The  first,  or  novitiate,  class  are  those  who  receive  faith,  and  come 
into  a  degree  of  relation  with  the  society,  but  choose  to  Uve  in  their 
own  famuies,  and  mana^  their  own  temporal  concenis.  Any  one 
who  prefer  it  may  live  in  this  manner,  and  be  owned  as  brethren 
and  sisters  in  the  Gospel,  so  lone  as  they  live  up  to  its  requirements. 
Parents  are  required  to  be  kind  and  dutiiiil  to  each  other,  to  shun 
every  appearance  of  evil,  provide  for  their  family,  bring  up  their 
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children  in  a  godly  manner,  use,  improye,  and  dispose  of  their 
property  wisely,  and  manage  their  affairs  according  to  their  own 
discretion. 

The  second,  or  junior,  class  is  composed  of  persons  who,  not  hav- 
ing the  charge  of  families,  and  being  under  no  embarrassments  to 
binder  them  from  uniting  together  in  community,  choose  to  enjoy 
%.  the  benefits  of  that  situation.  These  (for  mutual  safety)  enter  into 
ft  contract  to  devote  their  services,  freely,  to  support  the  interest 
of  the  family  of  which  they  are  members,  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinue in  that  order ;  stipulating,  at  the  same  time,  to  claim  no  pe- 
cuniary compensation  for  their  services.  The  property  itself 
may  be  resumed  at  any  time  according  to  the  contract,  but  no  in- 
terest can  be  claimed  for  the  use  of  it  Members  of  this  class  may 
retain  the  ownership  of  all  their  property  as  lon^  as  they  think 
proper ;  but  at  any  time,  after  having  gained  sufficient  experience 
tb  be  able  to  act  deliberately,  they  may  devote  a  part  or  the  whole 
to  the  support  of  the  institution.  This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  free 
choice ;  no  one  is  urged  to  do  so ;  they  are  rather  advised  in  such 
cases  to  consider  the  matter  well,  so  as  not  to  do  it  until  they  have 
a  full  understanding  of  its  consequences,  lesC  they  should  do  it  pre- 
maturely, and  afterward  repent 

The  third,  or  senior,  class  is  composed  of  such  persons  as  have 
had  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  practically  to  approve  the  faith 
and  manner  of  life  practised  in  the  society,  and  are  thus  prepared 
to  enter  voluntarily  into  a  united  interest  These  agree  to  dedicate 
themselves,  body  and  mind,  with  all  that  they  possess,  to  the  service 
of  Grod  and  the  support  of  the  Gospel  forever.  No  person  can  be 
received  into  this  order  until  he  shall  have  settled  all  just  and  legal 
claims,  both  of  creditors  and  filial  heirs ;  so  that  whatever  property 
he  may  posset  may  be  justly  and  truly  his  own.  Minors  cannot 
be  admitted  as  members  of  this  order,  yet  they  may  be  received 
mider  its  immediate  care  and  protection.  And  when  they  have  ar- 
rived at  lawful  age,  if  they  choose  to  continue  in  the  society,  and 
sign  the  covenant  of  the  order,  they  are  then  admitted  to  all  the 
pnvileees  of  members.  The  members  of  this  order  are  all  equally 
entitled  to  its  benefits  and  privileges,  without  any  difference  on  ac- 
ooont  of  what  any  one  may  have  contributed  to  the  interest  of  the 
society.  All  are  equally  entitled  to  their  support  and  maintenance, 
whether  in  health,  sickness,  or  old  age,  so  long  as  they  continue  to 
maintain  the  principles,  and  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  institution.  They  give  their  property  and  services  for  the 
most  valuable  of  all  temporal  considerations :  an  ample  security 
daring  life  for  every  needful  support,  if  they  continue  faithful  to 
their  contract  and  covenant,  the  nature  of  which  they  clearly  un- 
derstand before  they  enter  into  it 

On  these  principles  the  society  has  now  been  governed  for  more 
flian  half  a  century,  with  a  constant  increase  of  members,  increase 

Vol.  n.— K  7 


«.        r 


*l 


74  BTAi;^  OF  NEW-YORK. 

of  property,  and  no  diminution  in  zeal  or  decline  of  purity  in  morals. 
The  experimeat,  therefore,  has  lasted  long  enough,  as  they  believe, 
to  be  considered  free  from  all  chances  of  failure ;  and  although  it 
has  been  repeatedly  alleged  that  disputes  have  sprung  up  between 
them  and  seceding  members  as  to  claims  of  property,  their  answer 
to  these  imputations  is  given  in  the  following  paragraph :  . ; 

"  During  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years  since  the  permanent  estal>-  .rf 
lishment  of  this  society  at  New- Lebanon  and  Watervliet^ there  never/ 
has  been  a  legal  claim  entered  by  any  person  for  the  recovery  of  prop- 
*  erty  brought  into  the  society ;  but  all  claims  of  that  nature,  if  any  have 
existed,  have  been  amicably  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. Complaints  and  legal  prosecutions  have  not  hitherto  come 
from  persons  who  brought  property  into  the  institution,  but  fh)m  those 
who  came  destitute  of  property,  and  who,  generally  speaking,  have  heeti 
no  benefit  to  the  society  in  any  way ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  after  having 
enjoyed  its  hospitality,  and  brought  no  small  share  of  trouble  upon  the 
people,  have  had  the  assurance  to  lay  claim  to  wages  which  they-  net eL' 
earned,  or  property  to  which  they  never  had  any  just  or  legal  claim.** 

The  institution  is,  therefore,  nearly  as  old  as  the  American  Union, 
having  been  planted  only  four  years  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde« 
pendence ;  and,  as  fat  as  length  of  past  duration  can  be  received  as 
a  pledge  of  future  stability,  they  think  that  they  stand  on  as  high 
ground  as  the  republic,  with  the  advantage  of  adding  a  Divine  ori- 
gin to  self-preserving  or  conservative  principles,  which  run  through 
every  part  of  their  doctrine,  discipline,  and  government 

For  the  practice  of  throwing  all  their  property,  whether  much  or 
little,  into  one  common  stock,  and  improving  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  conmiunity,  they  cite  the  authority  of  Christ  and  his  dis- 
ciples, as  well  as  the  early  Christians  mentioned  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  iv.,  32.    They  say : 

**  It  is  doubtless  generally  understood  that  Jesus  Chriat  and  his  little 
family  of  disciples  all  fared  alike,  being  chiefly  dependant  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  same  scrip  fbr  their  temporal  support.  The  primitive 
Church  at  Jerusalem  was  also  founded  on  a  united  interest.  '  A.nd  the 
multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart  and  one  soul ;  neither 
said  any  of  them  that  aught  of  the  things  which  he  possessed  was  his 
own :  but  they  had  all  things  common.* 

'*  Thus  they  divested  themselves  of  all  selfishness,  and,  like  a  band  of 
disinterested  brethren  and  sisters,  lived  in  love  and  harmony,  and  all 
fared  alike.  These  amiable  examples  were  designed  as  a  pattern  for 
Christians  ;  and  had  all  who  have  since  professed  that  name  been  led 
by  the  true  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  carefully  conformed  to  this  pattern, 
what  an  amiable  and  harmonious  band  of  Christian  nations  mignt,  long 
ere  this  day,  have  existed  upon  earth ! 

'*  The  advice  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  rich  man,  who  desired  to  know 
what  he  should  do  to  inherit  eternal  life,  is  an  instructive  lesson  to  the 
rich.^  Origen,  who  lived  in  the  latter  part  of  the  second  century,  has 
related  this  circumstance,  as  recorded  in  a  book  (now  lost)  entitled 
*  The  Gospel  according  to  the  Hebrews.'  It  is  given  by  Origen  in  the 
Greek  language,  and  quoted  by  Lardner,  who  gives  the  following  trans- 
lation: 

•  8m  Matt,  xiz.,  Sl.    Hark,!.,  SI,  and  Luke,  zriii,  22. 
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** '  A  certain  rich  man  said  to  him,  Master,  what  good  thing  shall  I  do, 

that  I  may  live  1     He  said  unto  him,  Man,  keep  the  law  ^nd  the  prophets. 

He  answered  him,  That  1  have  done.     He  said  unto  him,  Go  sell  all  that 

thou  hast,  and  distribute  among  tlie  poor,  and  come  follow  me.    But  the 

*      rich  man  began  to  scratch  his  head,  and  it  did  not  please  him.    And  the 

Lord  said  unto  him,  How  sayest  thou,  I  have  kept  the  law  and  the  proph- 

%jf:«ts  ?  seeing  it  is  written  in  the  law,  thou  shalt  love  ihy  neighbour  as 

^  thjself ;  and,  t)ehold,  many  of  thy  brethren,  sons  of  Abraham,  are  clothed 

^.  vith  rags,  ready  to  perish  for  hunger,  while  thy  house  is  filled  with  all 

'"sorts  of  goM  things,  and  nothing  goes  out  of  it  to  them.    And  turning 

'    about,  he  said  to  his  disciple  Simon,  who  was  sitting  by  him,  Simon, 

son  of  Joanna,  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  pass  through  the  eye  of  a  nee- 

'  die  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  info  the  kingdom  of  heaven.** 

"  Let  erery  professor  of  Christianity,  and  especially  those  who  pos- 
.flihi  property,  apply  the  case  to  himself,  and  then  ask  his  own  soul  what 
VSHud  ne  hia  a  right  to  expect  hereafter  for  his  profession,  without 
A.md  and  actual  devotion  of  substantial  service,  with  all  he  possesses, 
.  to  God.  Can  he  expect  a  substantial  reward  for  professed  services, 
einty  prayers,  and  formal  eere monies,  which  cost  bun  little  or  nothing, 
ancf  which  afford  his  poior  neighbours,  and  even  his  fellow-Christians,  no 
real  benefit,  temporal  or  spiritual,  to  soul  or  body  V* 

As  far  as  the  history  of  the  Shakers  can  estahlish  the  fact,  it  has 
certainly  riiown  that,  vrhete  property  is  held  in  community,  and 
not  individually,  the  dispoution  to  bestow  it  in  works  of  charity 
and  benevolence  to  others  is  greatly  increased.  And  that  the  prop« 
erty  itself  is  better  managed  for  accumulation  and  preser\'ation,  no 
one  can  doubt  who  has  watched  the  progressive  advancement 
"which  this  society  has  made  in  the  augmentation,  as  well  as  im-> 
proveraent,  of  its  possessions,  and  in  the  neatness,  order,  and  per* 
lection  by  which  everything  they  do  or  make  is  characterized: 
tlus  is  so  much  the  case,  that  over  all  the  United  States,  the  seeds, 
pfcnts,  fruits,  grain,  cattle,  and  manufactures  furnished  by  any  set* 
tlement  of  Shakers  bears  a  premium  in  the  market  above  the  or-* 
dinary  price  of  similar  articles  from  other  establishments.  There 
bdsg  no  idleness  among  them,  all  are  productive.  There  being 
no  intemperance  among  them,  none  are  destructive.  There  being 
no  misers  among  them,  nothing  is  hoarded,  or  made  to  perish  for 
want  of  use ;  so  that  while  production  and  improvement  are  at  their 
maximum,  and  waste  and  destruction  at  their  minimum,  the  society 
must  go  on  increasing  the  extent  and  value  of  ib$  temporal  posses** 
sions,  and  thus  increase  its  means  of  doing  good,  first  within,  and 
then  beyond  its  own  circle. 

In  support  of  the  soundness  of  the  principle  that  co-operation  is 
more  productive  of  advaqltge  to  a  community  than  competition,  the 
history  of  the  Shakers  ftrnLshes  an  irresistible  proof*;  and  if  this 
doctrine  had  been  unmixed  with  any  peculiarities  of  moral  or  reli- 
gious views,  it  would  have  spread  more  widely ;  for  the  principle 
IS  no  doubt  sound  in  itself,  though  otlen  clouded  and  retarded  in  its 
progress,  sometimes  by  having  too  little,  and  sometimes  too  much 
of  religious  belief  mixed  up  with  it  by  its  respective  advocates. 

*  •  See  Larduer'*  Woriif,  vol.  ii.,  p.  505. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

0 

Peculiar  Opinioni  as  to  tho  original  Sin  of  Adam  and  Eve-^ScriptuTal  Anthorities  ki 
aupport  of  theae  Viewa.— Milton'a  Paradiae  Loat— Carae  denoonced  on  Woman  it 
the  Fall.^Kulfilment  of  thia  in  the  Puniahmeot  of  Child-lMaring.^PieuUar  Crim» 
of  the  antediluvian  World.— Child-beariiif  of  Sarah  in  her  old  Age.^lSrat  Inatance 
of  a  Child  being  conceived  through  Faith  alone.— Ezamplea  and  Ilinttrationa  from 
the  Mosaic  Law.— Authority^  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  quoted  Vf  the  Shaken.— Profligacy 
of  the  Sexea  during  the  Reign  of  Antichriat— Eaiiv  Conduct  of  Church -reformera,  ^ 
Luther  and  Calvin.— Authority  of  John  Weitej  in  Sopport  of  Cdibacv.— Birth  and  ^ 
Example  of  the  Saviour.— Opinions  of  the  ApotUet  on  tne  Subject  of  Mtni8ge.—Rvi 
ply  of  Jeaua  to  the  Sadduceea  touching  AVivea  and  Hgabands.— The  choaen  mkiU  hL 
Heaven  "  not  defiled  with  Womeii.'*oAn8wefa  of  tiie  Shakera  to  the  CWjactioar 
urged  against  them.— Admission  of  ihn  utility  of  Narrtafa  to  the  "  World*a  Peopla."—  -. 
Practice  of  clappiof  Che  Handa  and  Dancings  naed  in  thair  WonUiK— Ezamplat  df  ' 
Miriam,  Jephthab,  and  David.— Scriptural  Commanda to eiap  the liaoda,  to  mo§,meA\* 
dance.— Anawer  to  the  Otijectiona  made  to  thaae  Pncdcea.— General  Rcflectiona  na    . 
the  Sect  and  their  Peculiaiitiea. 

OxN  the  subject  of  abetaining  from  marriage,  tie  aiifhorities  and 
reasonings  of  the  Shakers  are  reiy  iiill.  They  seem  to  have 
^  thought  that  this  was  the  most  difficult  part  of  their  system  to  ren- 
der intelligible  and  acceptable  to  the  world,  and  they  have  zA 
cordingly  laboured  with  corresponding  diligencie  to  justify  their' 
opinions  and  practices  in  this  respect,  by  an  abundant  quotation  of  < 
Scriptural  authorities. 

They  begin  by  endeavouring  to  show  that  the  fall  of  our  first 
parents,  Adam  and  Eve,  consisted,  not  in  the  eating  of  the  fruit 
which  grew  on  the  "  tree  of  knowledge,"  but  in  that  which  the 
eating  of  this  fruit  excited  them  subsequently  to  acquire,  namely, 
that  criminal  knowledge  of  each  other,  which  they  contend  was  the 
first  act  of  sin  and  first  cause  of  shame,  as  expressed  in  the  book 
of  Genesis,  iii.,  7.  And,  as  an  illustration  of  the  process  of  the  birth 
of  sin  from  this  communion,  they  quote  the  expressions  of  the  apos- 
tle James,  i.,  14,  15. 

On  this  subject,  of  the  nature  of  the  original  sin  committed  by 
our  first  parents  Adam  and  Eve,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  all  • 
their  posterity,  the  following  passages  are  selected  from  a  large 
mass  of  others,  as  being  those  which  are  the  most  intelligible,  and 
without  which  no  just  estimate  could  be  conveyed,  either  of  their 
own  views  on  this  subject,  or  of  the  reasonings  and  authorities  on 
which  they  are  founded :  *. 

"  While  the  man  and  the  woman  stood  in  uprightness  and  innocence, 
'they  wore  both  naked,  and  were  not  ashamed,'  Gen.,  ii.,S5, which  cer- 
tainly implies  not  only  that  their  nakedness  was  no  just  cause  of 
shame,  but  that  they  never  could  have  known  it  had  their  innocence 
continued. 

"  Before  the  fall  they  doubtless  knew  that  they  had  no  clothing ;  but 
now  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  had  acquired  a  criminal  knowl- 
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edge,  and  became  sensible  of  a  passion  to  which  they  had  ever  before 
been  strangers,  namely,  sb/ime. 

"  The  origin  of  this  will  be  easier  to  account  foj>if%e  suppose,  with 

some,  that  the  juice  of  this  tree  was  inebriating,  since  we  know  from 

»       common  <ibservation  that  juices  of  such  a  quality  will  excite  strange 

commotions  in  the  animal  frame,  and  give  a  strong  predominance  to  the 

r  animal  appetites.  ^ 

"  Under  these  circumstances  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  subterfuges 
io  which  they  ran,  since  it  is  never  expected  that  the  conduct  of  persons 
1^ under  the  JDOwer  of  intoxication  or  the  oppression  of  guilt  should  be 
perfectly  wisistent  with  the  rules  of  cool  reflection. 

**  According  to  the  above,  shame  was  the  effect  of  a  criminal  knowl- 
edge,  which  is  most  strictly  true.  By  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  they 
knew  that  they  were  naked :  and  hence  that  shameful  act  is  so  com- 
monly expressed  by  the  term  knowing.'^* — Gen.,  iv.,  1-35. 

It  is  not  assumed  that  the  production  of  ofl^pring  was  not  in- 
tended by  Ood  to  take  place  between  Adam  and  Eve ;  but  it  is 
believed  by  the  Shakers  that  this  was  to  be  under  subjection  to 
c^ain  laws  of  times  and  seasons;  to  be  considered  as  a  solemn 
and  religious  duty,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  multiplying  their  race, 
and  with  fedings  the  most  remote  from  those  of  mere  concupiscence. 
They  insist  that  this  would  have  been  the  case  in  the  fulness  of 
time,  if  Adam  and  Eve  had  pj^Bserved  their  original  innocence  by  * 
dbedience ;  but  by  transgressing  the  command  of  God,  in  eating 
of  the  fmit  which  he  had  forbidden,  they  yielded,  in  the  language 
•  of  JVIilton,  to  the  '^  carnal  desire"  with  which  this  fruit  inflamed 
them,  and  thus  sinned  by  a  premature  and  guilty  commission  of 
an  act  which,  if  performed  at  a  later  period  and  with  other  mo- 
tives, would  have  been  innocent  and  honourable ;  just  as,  with  the 
world  at  present,  the  giving  birth  to  offspring  before  marriage  is 
deemed  guilty  and  degrading,  though  the  same  event  ailer  mar- 
riage is  by  the  same  persons  regarded  as  perfectly  innocent  and 
honourable.  Therefore  it  is  they  express  themselves,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowbg  paragraph : 

"  It  must  be  granted  by  all  that  God  formed  the  woman  for  the  man, 

and  gave  her  to  him,  and  commanded  them  to  be  fruitful :  at  least,  it 

was  a  natural  law  established  in  them  by  the  order  of  creation.    But 

■    how  were  they'fruitfuH    Did  God  ov^  that  for  real  fruit  which  they 

brought  forth ! 

"  The  effect  must  be  like  its  cause.  '  A  good  tree  cannot  bring  forth 
evil  fruit.'  Their  first  fruit  was  a  murderer,  which  proved  that  the 
cause  from  which  he  sprang  was  something  wholly  different  from  the 
original  and  pure  law  of  n^re.  As  it  is  written,  'Cain  was, of  that 
wicked  onii  ^d  slew  his  bjflher ;'  hence  it  is  certain  that  he  was  not 

*  Milton  rives  a  striking  description  of  the  efitcts  of  the  forbidden  fruit  on  Adam  and 
Eve  in  the  following  Iums; 

"  Bat  that  false  fruit 
Caraal  desire  mflaming ;  be  on  Eve 
Began  to  cast  lancivioas  eyes,  she  him 
As  wantonly  repaid  j  in  lust  they  burn." 
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begotten  of  God,  nor  according  t»  his  wiU,  but  through  the  lasts  of '  the 
wicked  one.' 

**  Therefore  we  say,  if  there  be  a  man  and  woman  now  existing  on 
the  earth,  honestly  united  in  a  covenant  of  prom'iae  to  each  other,  who 
have  so  much  of  the  fear  of  God  as  never  to  gratify  their  de8ir<>8  in  any 
other  manner  than  with  the  sole  motive  to  obey  the  will  of  Go4,  they 
are  verily  an  hoi^ur  to  the  original  law  of  nature,  a  blessing  to  t^m-  ,  . 
selves  and  posterity,  and  an  example  to  the  human  race."  '  "^ 

The  difficulty  of  living  in  a  state  of  wedlock,  and  confonning  to  ^ 
this  standard  of  purity  which  is  here  set  up,  is  so  great,  however, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  Shakers,  that  the^  deem  the  only  safe  mode 
of  life  to  be  that  of  complete  separation  in  the  sexes :  accordingly, 
not  only  do  they  themselves  live  separately  in  their  communities, 
but  if  "  people  of  the  world,"  as  strangers  are  called  by  them,  visit 
their  establishments  and  are  obliged  to  remain  all  night,  they  sep- 
arate husband  and  wife  without  scruple,  and  put  them  to  sleep  in 
different  apartments. 

In  following  out  the  exposition  of  their  views  on  this  subject  of 
the  first  origin  of  sin  and  its  inevitable  consequences,  they  offer/the 
following  array  of  authorities  and  opinions : 

"  It  is  granted  that  sin  is  the  first  cause  of  shame ;  for  when  Adam 
and  Eve  stood  in  a  state  of  innocence,  they  were  both  naked,  and  were 
not  ashamed.  But  no  sooner  had  they  transgressed  than  they  felt  shan|e, 
and  made  themselves  aprons  of  fig-leaves  to  cover  themselves  with. 

"  If  their  transgression  is  to  be  considered  in  a  literal  sense,  and  not 
as  represented  in  a  figure,  why  did  not  the  shame  fall  upon  the  hand 
that  took  the  fruit,  and  the  mouth  that  ate  it  ? 

**  But  it  does  not  appear  that  God  took  any  notice  of  the  hand  or  the 
mouth  in  pronouncing  the  curse  which  they  had  merited ;  for  these  are 
the  words  of  the  Scriptures  : 

"  *  And  God  said  unto  the  woman,  I  will  greatly  multiply  thy  sorrow 
and  thy  conception :  in  sorrow  shalt  thou  bring  forth  children;  and  thy 
desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband,  and  he  shall  rule  over  thee.'* 

"  Why  multiply  her  sorrow  and  her  conception  1  Why  not  punish 
her  in  some  other  way !  Because  God  distributes  punishments  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  crime. 

'*  Hence,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  curse  denounced  upon  the  wom- 
an, it  is  easy  to  see  wherein  the  offence  lay." 

As  regards  the  man,  they  contend  that  the  superior  power,  or 
predominating  influence  of  carnal  desire  over  every  other  feeling 
of  his  nature,  is  itself  a  proof  of  its  being  the  poison  left  as  a  taint 
of  the  original  sin ;  and  this  view  they  support  by  the  following 
arguments : 

"  Man,  under  its  influence,  bears  cverytlung  before  him  with  impetu- 
osity. No  other  object  that  can  be  presented  attracts  his  notice  while 
that  is  in  view  ;  his  ears  are  stopped  to  every  other  sound  but  the  voice 
of  the  charmer ;  he  is  insensible  to  every  other  pleasure. 

'*  Surely,  then,  that  must  be  the  fountain-head,  the  governing  power 
that  shuts  the  eyes,  stops  the  ears,  and  stupifies  the  sense  to  all  other 

*  Oeneiia,  iil  16. 
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objects  of  time  and  eternity,  and  swaUf ws  up  the  whole  man  in  its  own 
peculiar  enjoyment. 

**  And  such  is  that  feeling  and  affection^  which  is  formed  by  the  near 
relation  and  tie  between  the  male  and  female,  and  which,  being  cor-  ^ 

nipted  by  the  subversion  of  the  original  law  of  God,  converted  that  which 
in  the  beginning  was  pure  and  lovely  into  the  poison  of  the  serpent, 
and  the  noblest  affection  of  man  into  the  seat  of  human  corruption.'* 

Another  proof,  as  the  Shakers  conceive,  of  the  truth  of  their  po-  ■£ 

sition  as  to  the  nature  of  original  sin,  and  the  effects  produced  by  ^ 

it  on  the  first  generations  of  men,  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the 
antediluvian  world,  and  the  character  of  the  crimes  by  which  it 
was  polluted ;  crimes  so  offensive  to  the  Deity  that  he  resolved  to 
sweep  the  perpetrators  of  them  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth  by*a 
deluge.  This  is  stated  by  them  at  great  length,  and  supported  by 
reference  to  the  book  of  Genesis,  vi ,  1-13. 

A  farther  argument,  as  the  Shakers  conceive,  in  favour  of  the 
Divine  disapprobation  of  the  sin  adverted  to,  is  to  be  found  in  the        ^ 
history  of  Abraham  and  Sarah,  and  the  son  bom  to  them  through      * 
faith  in  their  old  age,  for  which  they  refer  to  the  following  pas- 
sages  of  Scripture :  Genesis,  chap.  xvii.  and  xviii.,  and  Hebrews, 
chap.  xi.  * 

The  injunctions  and  prohibitions  of  the  Levitical  law  under  Moses 
are  next  cited,  to  prove  that,  by  that  Divine  lawgiver,  the  same 
^ntiments  were  entertained  as  those  professed  by  the  Shakers  them-  *  * 
selves ;  and  these  are  the  passages  of  Scripture  cited  by  them  on 
this  head :  Numbers,  c.  xix.,  v.  20,  22 ;  Deuteronomy,  c.  xxiii.,  v. 
10, 11 ;  Numbers,  c.  xii.,  v.  14 ;  Hebrews,  c.  xiii.,  v,  13 ;  Leviticus, 
cxv.,  v.  16,  17,  18,  32 ;  c  xxii.,  v.  4,  5,  6;  Jude,  23;  Leviticus, 
c  5di.,  V.  2,  7. 

**  I'lus,"  say  the  Shakers,  "  a  mother  among  the  Hebrews  could 
touch  lo  hallowed  thing,  nor  come  into  the  sanctuary,  until  the  days  of 
her  purifying  were  fulfilled,  which  were  forty  days  for  a  male  child,  and 
eighty  da^s  if  she  brought  forth  a  female  child.  And,  in  order  to  be 
restored,  s\e  was  required  to  bring  a  bumt-oflfering  and  a  sin-offering  to 
make  an  atoaemcnt ;  a  sin-offering  iinto  the  Lord,  made  by  fire.*  Mo- 
ses also,  in  communicating  the  commands  of  God  to  the  people,  and 
bidding  them  prepare  and  sanctify  themselves  for  coming  to  his  pres- 
ence, when  the  Law  was  to  be  delivered  on  Mount  Sinai,  expressly  en-  ^ 
joins  on  them  the  abstinence  which  the  Shakers  themselves  practise  and 
recommend."! 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  late  Mr.  Wilberforce,  our  English 
statesman  and  philanthropist,  should  be  quoted  by  the  Shakers  in 
support  Qf  their  views  on  this  subject,  though  the  passages  they  cite 
certainly  bear  the  import  assigned  to  them,  namely,  that  there  is  a 
secret  cause  of  sin,  which  is  carefully  concealed  in  all  our  general 
confessions ;  and  this  hidden  and  original  taint,  they  contend,  is 
the  uncontrollable  dominion  of  this  powerful  passion.  The  blow- 
ing are  the  passages  from  Mr.  Wilberforce's  volume  on  Religion : 

'  Leriticus,  c.  il,  y.  13.  »  t  Exodus,  c.  xiz.,  t.  15. 
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"  *  But,  though  these  effects  of  human  depravity,'  says  the  writer,  *  are 
everywhere  acknowledged  and  lamented,  wc  must  not  expect  to  find  ' 
them  traced  to  their  true  origin.    Causa  lately  vis  est  notissima ;'  i.  e.,  the 
cause  lies  concealed,  the  effect  is  notorious.* 

" '  How,  on  any  principles  of  common  reasoning,  can  we  account  for 
it  (this  corruption),  but  by  conceiving  that  man,  since  became  out  of  the 
ffands  of  the  Creator,  has  contracted  a  taint,  and  that  the  venom  of  this 
subtle  poison  has  been  communicated  throughout  the  race  of  Adam,  ev- 
erywhere exhibiting  incontestable  marks  of  its  fatal  malignity. 

*'  *  Sensual  gratifications  and  illicit  affections  have  debased  our  nobler 
powers,  and  indisposed  our  hearts  to  the  discovery  of  God.  By  a  rep- 
etition of  vicious  acts,  evil  habits  have  been  formed  within  us,  and  have 
riveted  the  fetters  of  sin.  All,  without  exception,  in  a  greater  or  less 
d|gree,  bear  about  them,  more  visible  or  more  concealed,  the  ignomini- 
ous marks  of  their  captivity. 

'*  *  Such,  on  a  full  and  fair  investigation,  must  be  confessed  to  be  the 
state  of  facts ;  and  how  can  this  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  suppo- 
sition, than  that  of  some  original  taint,  some  radical  principal  of  corrup- 
tiool  All  other  solutions  are  unsatisfactory,  while  the  potent  cause 
which  has  been  assigned  docs  abundantly,  and  can  alone  suiBciently,  ac- 
count for  the  effect.'  So  says  Wilberforce,  and  that  with  the  greatest 
reason  and  truth.    Then  let  it  be  so." 

It  is  next  contended  that  one  of  the  most  striking  characteristics 
of  the  reign  of  Antichrist  ^'as  the  prevalence  of  ilhcit  indulgences ' 
even  among  that  particular  order  of  priesthood,  the  Catholic,  which 
professedly  declared  their  abhorrence  of  them  by  taking  an  oath 
to  abstain  from  such  gratifications. 

"  Hence,"  say  the  Shakers,  "  their  mock  institutions  were  eventually 
productive  of  millions  of  lazy,  useless  beings,  who  for  ages  were  a  com- 
mon pest  to  civil  society.  True,  these  monastics  and  conventuals  pro- 
fessed continence  and  chastity,  and  under  this  professiion  claimed  & 
sumptuous  living  from  more  virtuous  (ritizens.  But  how  abundai:<ly 
was  their  hypocrisy  detected,  and  their  horrid  licentiousness  exprsed ! 
So  much  so,  indeed,  that  a  convent  or  numiery  is  a  very  proverb  ri  con- 
tempt to  this  day." 

Nor  were  the  church  reformers,  Luther  and  Calvin,  ntuch  bet- 
ter, according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Shakers,  who,  in  ^'heir  testi- 
mony on  this  subject,  have  many  striking  passages  fran  ecclesias- 
tical history,  of  which  the  following  are  only  a  few : 

"  When  Dr.  Carlostadt  broke  his  solemn  oath  of  perpetual  continence 
which  he  had  made  to  God,  what  kind  of  a  refornung  spirit  did  Luther 
manifest  1  In  his  letter  to  Amsdorff  he  very  plainly  shows  what  he  was 
most  intent  on  promoting,  as  appears  from  the  following  words  :  '  The 
nuptials  of  Carlostadt  please  me  wonderfully ;  the  Lord  strengthen  him 
in  the  good  example  I't 

"  But  as  Carlostadt  put  off  his  veil  of  hypocrisy,  and  made  a  regular 
and  hold  provision  for  the  works  of  the  flesh,  it  was  counted  a  good  ex- 
ample, and  Luther  himself  soon  after  followed  it.  He  married  a  nun 
whose  name  was  Catharine  a  Bora,  whereby  both  of  them  broke  their 
soleinii  vows  of  contincncy  which  they  had  made  before  God. 

♦  Wilberforce  on  Religion,  DoBton  ed  ,  1803,  p.  17,  18. 

t  The  onginftl  cxtmct  of  this  letter,  in  l.nlher't  own  wordii,  nmithus  :  "  Carlostadii 
nuptiae  mire  placent ;  novi  pueliam  ;  comfortet  euin  Dominus  in  bonum  ezcoipium  inhi- 
beoda  et  iniouende  papulica  libidioitt" 
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^         ^  Bishop  Chaloner,  after  stating  Lutbtr^s  general  character,  very  prop-       f 
9      erly  adds,  *  But  what  was  the  most  scandalous  in  a  pretend^  restorer  m 

of  the  purity  of  religion,  was  his  marrying  a  nuntmfter  the  most  solemn  ^ 

■  TOWS,  by  which  both  he  and  she  had  consecrated  themselves  to  God  iu 
the  state  of  perpetual  continency/*  ^        ^ 

**  Johh  Caiup  was  originally  designed  for  the  Churclr,  and  h^  acljV 
ally  obtainedTm'benelice  ;t  of  course  he  must  have  come  under  tft  coin* 
mon  oath  of  eontinenoy ;  yet  it  seems  that  he  was  not  subject  to  the  4^ 

law,  which  salth  concerning  the  high-priest  among  his  brethren,  that  *  a  0k 

widjJBjtw  shall  he  not  takef ^ut  he  shall  take  a  virgin  of  his  ogrii|>eople  ti  * 

wil>.l  * 

''  Nor  was  he  subject  to  the  example  of  Jesus  C^ristuBit  to  his  owu^ 
solemn  oath  ;  for  '  he  married  the  widow  of  an  Anabapdst  ^t^  Stras- . 
burg.'^    And  thus,  according  to  the  law,  he  profaned  his^  office  in  tba 
^  ^    highest  degree,  by  mixing  with  a  people  who  were  condemned,  both  by^       « 
Papists  and  Protestants,  as  heretics,  and  counted  by  Luther  himself,  nor 
better  than  mad  dogs."  * 

A  contrast  is  then  ofTercd  by  the  Shakers,  ih  the  laDgQag^or^  t^ 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  his  book  on  Religion,  where  he  offers  a  com-  ^  •  W 

mentary  on  the  Christian  pilecept,^'  Alortify  the  flesh  with  its  affeo-  ',  *• 

'Itions  and  lusts  ;'^  "^nd  the  foHo^dng  passage  is  also  given  from  the  \    • 

,    celebrated  John  Wesley  :  :  ir  *  . 

9  9       «  Again,' sava  John  Wesley,  ''There  are  eunuchs  who  have  made  them-  ' 

selvaft  eunuclli  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's  sakor-happy  they !  who 
have  abstained  from  marriage  (though  without  condemning  or  despisini^     *  *         > 
it)  that  they  might  walk  more  closely  with  God !    He  that  lb  aMa  to  re-  '^, 

ceive  it,  let  him  receive  it.'  "J 


1^ 


The  last  authorities  for  leading  a  life  of  continency  and  chastity*   * 
used  by  the  Shakers  are  taken  from  the  New  Testament,  and  drawn 
npt  only  from  the  life-  and  conduct  of  the  Saviour  and  his  apostles^ 
tut  from  their  precepts  and  iniunctions  to  those  who  followed  afte^*    ' 
them.    Among  the  arguments  used  by  them  are  the  following^ 

"  Jesus  Christ  was  bom  of  a  virgin.  Thus  a  pure  virgin  character 
was  chosen  to  receive  the  first  seed  of  the  New  Creation  ;  an  incontest-  ,  ■ 
able  evidence  of  the  pure  nature  of  that  work  which  he  was  sent  to  in-  j^ 
troduce  into  the  world,  for  the  salvation  and  redemption  of  mankind 
fron»that  impure  nature  in  which  they  were  begotten.  And  as  his  con- 
ception was  without  impurij^,  it  teaches  us  that,  at  the  first  entrance  of 
souls  into  the  life  of  Christ,  they  must  reject  that  very  impurity  which 
was  first  rejected  in  his  conception.  ^ 

"  The  miraculous  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  by  a  virgin  also  shows  that 
in  him  the  wurk  of  natural  generation  ceased,  and  a  new  and  spiritual 
creation  commenced.  Hence,  in  the  regeneration,  all  who  are  begotten 
of  Christ  must  ifbcessarily  cease  from  that  work,  or  lose  that  spiritual 
life  which  they  receive  from  him. 

"  The  devout  Jews  esteemed  the  virgin  life  the  most  pure  ;  and  vir- 
gins were  often  honoured  with  prophetic  oracles  and  giftlfof  the  Spirit, 
when  such  manifestations  of  Divine  favQpr  were  almost' entirelvwith- 
drawn  from  all  other  classes  of  people  among  them.    Josephus  mntms 

•  Grounds  of  Ciitholic  I>octrine,  p.  54.  f  Eccl.  Hilt,  ▼o1.  iv.,  p.  87,  note  [a]. 

t  LeT.,  xzi.,  13,  14.  4Jto^^-  Bstearches,  p.  541. 

H  Wesley 't  Notes  on  Matt.,  xix.,  2a  W^ 
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U8  that  the  Essenes,  who  maintained  the  virtue  of  continence,  were      ^ 
^  many  of  them  favoured  with  Divine  revelations.*  ' 

;f  '*  In  the  days  of  thtf  apostles  virgins  were  particularly  honoured  with 

the  Spirit  of  God.    The  daughters  of  Philip  the  evangelist  were  virgins,  * 
and  wei%  blessed  with  prophetic  gifts.t    It  is  stated  by  Dr.  Horneck  that, 
fe  #P  the^ys  of  the  primitive  Christians,  '  Thou8«pd8  of  their  Tirgins 

,  ireely dedicated  themselves  to  God,  and  would  be  married  to  none  but 

^  hiiti ;  apd  though  many  times  they  were  tempted  by  rich  fortunes,  yet 

4  nothing  could  alter  their  resolutions.*^ 

'     ".  •    **  But  thejDost  plain  and  pointed  testimon^iOf  the  apostle  in  favour 

%  of  a  virgin  nfe  is  given  in  Hob  seventh  chapter  of  his  first  epistle  to^the  ^ 

Corinthian8|fbf  which  he  clearly  ebows  the  wide  difference  between  vir-  ^ 

gia  puiity  and  ita  opposite ;  and  in  which  he  prophetically  points  to  a 
iay  of  more  perfect  purity,  whefi  all  such  indulgences  must  come  to  an  « 

I       .  end.    And  all  the  attempts  of  modem  Christians  to  draw  from  the  apo8«     «  , 
tle*s  doctrine  any  licenae  to  indulge  their  propensities,  are  but  so  man^ 
'  evidences  of  the  depraved  state  of  their  own  minds,  and  their  ignorance 
-'■  of  the  true  nature  of  that  gospel  purity  which  the  apostle  is  so  careful 

#  '        toimpresa  upon  the  minds  of  the  Connthian  Christians. 
\'  ^^He  that  is  married  careth  for  the  things  that  are  of  the  world,  hew 

he  may  please  his  wife.'    Also,  'ahe  that  is  married  careth  for  the  * 

things  of  the  world,  how  she  may  please  herbusbanA.'^  But  the  unmar^; 
..  ried,  or  those  who  live  a  virgin  life,^  *  care  for  the  thmgs  of  the  Lord, 

•  how  they  may  be  holy,  both  in  body  and  in  spirit.' .  '  I  would  that  all 
men  were  even  as  I  myself,'  says  the  apostle,  who  himself  was  not  mar-    •  ji 
ried.    *  1  say,  therefore,  to  the  unmarried  and  widows,  it  ia  good  fOFihem 

Jf  they  tbide  even  as  I.*  "I 

As  to  the  authority  of  the  Saviour  himself  on  the  sulgect  of  roar- 
^     riage,  the  Shakers  contend  that  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  he 
.y     held  it  to  be  unsuited  to  those  who  were  to  live  a  life  of  holiness  ;' 
first,  in  the  fact  of  his  not  being  the  fruit  of  marriage ;  and,  sec- 
*Dndly,  by  his  abstaining  himself  from  such  an  institution  or  alii-       # 
^     ,  ance ;  and  this  they  consider  to  be  greatly  strengthened  by  his  re^    V 
pljp  to  the  Sadduc^es  on  a  question  respecting  marriage,  of  which 
the  following  is  their  version :  , 

"  When  the  Sadducees,  who  denied  the  resurrection  of  the  soul  an4 
^  the  very  existence  of  a  spiritual  word,  questioned  with  Jesus  concern- 
ing the  woman  who  had  been  the  wife  of  seven  husbands,  whose  wife 
she  should  be  in  the  resurrection,  his  answer  was,  *The  children  of 
this  world  marry  and  are  given  in  marritee ;  but  they  whicli  shall  be 
■>>  ilccounted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world  aira  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage.  Neither  can  they  die 
any  more,  for  they  are  equal  unto  the  angels ;  and  are  the  children  of 
God,  being  the  children  of  the  resurrection. "T 

And,  lastly,  to  carry  out  their  authorities  to  the  very  end  of  the 
Scriptural  records,  thiy  quote  the  following  remarkable  passage 
from  the  book  of  Revelations  of  St.  John  : 

*  It  it  worthy  of  remnrk,  that  the  Essenei  were  the  only  sect  of  the  Jewi  whom  Je- 
•us  lUd.'iiot  expressly  reprove.  '■ 

t  m«  Acts,  xf  i.,  9.  t  See  Wesley's  Christian  Library,  vol.  xxix.,  p.  136. 

^  It  is  evident  that  the  apostle  here  alluded  to  thone  who  really  lived  a  virgin  life  for 
Ohrtfft's  sake  and  the  gotptl's,  and  not  to  those  who  were  merely  unmarried,  and  yet 
lived  in  carnal  mdulgencea. 

H  1  Corinth.,  vit,  S.  w^  f  Luke,  u.,  36. 
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^*jLnd  I  lool^ed,  and  lo !  a  liHb  BUM  on  the  Mount  Zion,  and  with 
him  a  Hundred  forty  and  four  thousand,  having  his  Father's  Aame  writ-  ^ 

ten  in  their  foreheads.'*  But  who  are  these  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  ?  *  These  are  they  wliich  were  not  defiled  with  womeii :  for 
they  are  virgins.'  '  "^        ^^ 

^Some  suppose  tibis  to  include  that  particular  number  only  vho  tMl  H 

^  attain  to  that  honour.    Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  a  striking  evidence  (hat 
none  but  those  who  live  a  virgin  life  can  obtain  so  great  a  privilege ;  ^  t 

and  therefore  such  a  life  must  not  only  be  the  most  acc^table  in  the  ^ 

sight  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  but  is  that  alone  which  can  stteid,  with  thtf  , " 

Lamb  on  Mount  Zion.  v    -  y* 

'* '  '^ese  are  they  which  follow  the  Lamb  whitbersd|yi6r  he  goeth.' 

That  is,  they  walk  in  perfect  obedience  to  the  law  of  Christ,  and  follow 

his  example  in  all  purity  and  holiness;  not  defiling  themselves  with 

women,  nor  living  u  any  imcleanness,  or  in  any  selfish  justification 

*  whatever." 

.    The  Shakers,  however,  are  not  content  with  this  array  ofiscrif)- 
tural  authorities,  from  Genesb  to  Revelation,  in  favour  of  their     ^  '^ 
views  as  to  the  nature  .of  the  original  sin,  and  the  expediency  and  >^ 

propriety  of  a  life  of  celibacy,  Irat  they  boldly  and  frankly  under-  • 

Hake  to  answer  th8  objections  urged  by  the  world  in  general  to  the 
doctrines  in  question.    In  this  they  are  as  elaborate  as  in  the  exhi-  ^ 

bition  of  th^  original  authorities;  but  without  following  them  J 

throiigh  all  they  have  said  on  this  subject,  one  example  of  the  man-  ^ 

ner  in  which  they  answer  these  objections  is  worm  givitig,  as  a 
specimen  of  the  reasoning  used,  and*  the  spirit  and  %eling  with 
which  their  arguments  are  urged. 

*  **  Objection :  Jesus  Christ  himself  did  not  condemn  marriage  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  he  not  only  honoured  a  marriage  with  his  presence,  but  gave 
it  an  extraordinary  and  most  miraculous  sanction,  by  turning  water  into 
)     wine  for  the  guests  to  drink.  '  What  greater  evidence  could  any  one  ask  .     ""a 
to  prove  his  Divine  approbation  ? 

"  Answer :  His  enemies  adopted  the  same  mode  of  reasoning  to  prove 
him  a '  gluttonous  man  and  a  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  sin- 
ners ;^  aund  doubtless  they  felt  as  much  confidence  in  the  strength  of  their 
iA^ments  as  our  objectors  do  in  theirs.  And  why  should  they  not?  , 
Did  he  not  honour  with  his  presence  the  assemblies  of  publicans  and 
harlots  1  Did  he  not  eat  ana  drink  with  them,  and  work  miracles  for 
them !  And  where  was  the  Pharisee  that  would  not  have  condemned 
.  a  man  for  a  wine-Ubber  and'a  promoter  of  drunkenness,  who  would  go  4 

and  turn  so  much  water  into  wine  *  after  men  had  well  drunk  V  And 
could  any  man  that  would  frequent  the  assemblies  of  such  base  charac- 
ters escape  the  scandal  of  being  a  partaker  with  them,  or  the  charge  of 
encouraging  them  in  their  wickedness  ? 

^  So  reasoned  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  so  wfA  all  carnal  men 
reason  when  they  want  to  subvert  the  testimony  of  truth  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  their  own  carnal  views.  But  with  all  their  reasoning  and  all 
their  evidence,  they  could  never  prove  that  the  Lord  Jesus  ever  sanction- 
ed the  evil  practices  of  these  sinners,  or  authorized  them  to  continue  in 
sin.  It  is  true  he  did  not  condemn  this  darling  oractice  of  the  wonid, 
nor  did  he  condemn  the  adulteress,  though  she  was  taken  in  the  very  • 
act ;  but,  after  convicting  her  accusers,  he  bid  her  *go  and  sin  no  more.' 
He  was  not  sent  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world ;  that  was  not 
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the  object  of  his  mission ;  '  bat  that%e  world  through  him  i^ight  be 
saved/  "•  i 

The  Shakers  conclude  the  defence  of  their  own  celibacy  by  admit- 

"'  ting  the  utility  of  marriage  as  a  civil  institution  for  such  of  the  in- 

I  .  te^tqjits  of  the  world  as  are  still  livbg  in  a  natural  state ;  but 

they  hold  that  the  utility  of  the  institution  altogether  ceases  when 

^^  men  and  wpmen  become  true  Christians  and  join  in  CThristian  com- 

ttiunities.    Their  views  on  this  subject  should  be  given  in  their  own 

languagie.    They  say, 

"  We  consider  matrimony  to  be  a  civil  institution,  and,  as  such,  it  is 
both  useful  and  necessai^  for  mankind  in  their  natural  state ;  but  it  does 
not  belong  to  the  true  followers  of  Christ,  and  for  that  reason  they  have 
nothing  t^  ^o  with  it.  As  members  of  a  Christian  institution,  established^^ 
by  the  law  of  Christ,  and  wholly  unconnected  with  the  civil,  political, 
and  reiiffions  institutions  of  the  world,  it  is  inconsistent  with  our  Chris* 
tian  ffidm  to  interfere  with  any  of  their  concerns.  At  the  same  time, 
we  are  perfectly  willing  that  every  such  institution,  which  produces  any 
,  beneficial  influence  on  its  members,  should  be  freely  supported  by  those 

to  whom  it  belongs,  and  whose  concern  it  is  to  support  it ;  and  it  is  right 
'    and  just  that  all  people  should  act  according  to  their  own  faith  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  matters. 
^  "  But  though  we  acknowledge  the  marriage  institution  to  be  both  use- 

}  ful  and  necessary  for  the  world  in  its  present  state,  yet  for  the  follow- 

ers of  Christ,  who  are  called  to  forsake  the  course  of  the  world,  and  to 
*  cnicify  the  flesh  with  sdl  its  affections,'  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  use- 
fty,  but  the  contrary ;  it  therelbre  forms  no  part  of  their  duty,  and  can 
have  no  place  among  them." 

Such  are  the  views  of  the  Shakers  on  this  question,  and  such  the 
authorities  on  which  they  defend  them.  Tbe  only  other  peculiarity 
in  their  practice  which  remains  to  be  mentioned  is  that  of  their 
•  using  dancing  and  clapping  of  hands,  as  well  as  singing,  in  their 
worship.  On  this  subject,  too,  they  fortify  themselves  with  abun- 
dant scriptural  authorities ;  and  the  following  may  be  taken  as  a 
brief  and  condensed  statement  of  these  in  their  own  words :  , 

**^  The  exercise  of  dancing  in  the  worship  of  God  was  brought  to  li^ht, 
not  as  an  exercise  of  human  invention,  instituted  by  human  authority, 
but  as  a  manifestation  of  the  will  of  God,  through  the  special  operations 
of  his  Divine  power. 

"  When  the  children  of  Israel  were  delivered  from  their  Egyptian 
§  bondage  (which  was  a  striking  figure  of  the  redemption  of  God's  people 

from  the  dominion  of  sin),  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  sung  unto 
the  Lord  a  song  of  thanksgiving  for  their  deliverance.    And  Miriam  the 
prophetess,  the  sister  of  Aaron,  took  a  timbrel  in  her  hand ;  and  all  the 
women  went  out  after  her,  with  timbrels  and  with  dances.    Also,  when 
Jephthah  returned  from  his  victory  over  the  children  of  Ammon, '  his 
daughter  came  out  to  meet  him  with  timbrels  and  with  dances.'    So 
also,  after  the  victory  of  David  and  the  Israelites  over  Goliath  and  the  : 
Philistine  armies, '  the  women  came  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Israel,  sing.  J 
^    ing  and  dancing.'    An4  again :  at  the  yearly  feast  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh,  ' 
the  daughters  of  Shiloh  came  out '  to  dance  in  dances.'    And  when  the 
ark  of  God  was  removed  and  established  in  the  city  of  David,  the  occa- 
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siott  vas  celebrated  by  the  sam^^ercite :  *  David  and  all  Israel  danced 
before  Hie  Lord.' 

•  .  **  We  are  aware  that  a  strong  prejudice  prevails  against  the  exeiciae 
.  oTdaocing  as  an  act  of  Divine  worship,  in  consequence  of  its  having  been 
iRnrmany  ages  perverted  to  the  service  of  the  wicked.  But  we  would 
seriously  ask  whether  the  same  objections  will  not  operate  still  mol6 
forcibly  against  singing  as  an  act  of  Divine  worship  \  Music'  uncon- 
nected with  dancing  is  doubtless  much  more  generally  used  as  an 
amusement  of  the  wicked.  The  talents  of  poetry  and  music,  exclusive 
of  their  connexion  with  dancing,  are  still  far  more  abused, by  being  de- 
voted to  base  purposes.  ^ 

"  Is  there  a  single  base  passion  or  evil  propensity  in  human  nature 
which  has  not  b^n  more  or  less  excited,  indulged,  and  gratified  by 
means  of  poetical  and  musical  compositions  ?  How  often  have  the  an- 
gry passions  been  roused  by  war-songs,  that  urged  mankind  to  mutual 
butchery,  blood,  and  slaughter?  How  often  have  the  lascivious  pas- 
sions been  excited  and  indulged  by  obscene  songs  \  How  often  is  mo- 
rality set  at  naught,  and  piety  and  religion  abused,  yea,  and  the  name  of 
God  and  all  sacred  things  blasphemed  by  the  wjajgd,  in  their  profane 
songs  \  How  often  has  vice  been  exalted,  virtucflHhessed,  and  villany 
imboldened  in  crimes,  by  songs  calculated  and  uHRbr  those  very  pur- 
poses \  Do  not  the  revels  of  drunkards  and  profa^swearers  often  owe 
their  excesses  to  their  bacchanalian  songs  as  well  as  to  their  bottles  ? 

'*  In  short,  have  not  thefts,  robberies,  and  murders,  and,  indeed,  eveiy 
species  of  villany,  been  much  more  excited  and  encouraged  by  music 
than  by  dancing  1  And  yet  music  has  been  encouraged  and  practised 
as  a  part  of  Divine  worship  by  nearly  all  denominations,  while  dancing 
has  been  condemned  and  excluded.  But  upon  what  principle  ?  Why, 
truly  upon  this  :  '  That  dancing  cannot  be  an  acceptaole  mode  of  wor- 
ship, because  it  is  practised  in  the  carnal  recreations  of  the  wicked  !* 
Yet  no  reader  of  the  Scriptures  can  doubt  but  that  dancing  was  accept- 
able to  God  as  an  exercise  of  religious  worship  in  times  past,  and  will 
be  in  time  to  come,  according  to  the  prediction  of  the  propnet : 

" '  Again  I  will  build  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  built,  0  virgin  of  Israel ! 
thou  eM[t  again  be  adorned  with  thy  tabrets,  and  shalt  go  forth  in  the 
danccdBr  them  that  make  merry.  Then  shall  the  virgin  rejoice  in  the 
danceTooth  young  men  and  old  together.  Turn  again,  O  virgin  of  Isra- 
el !  turn  again  to  these  thy  cities.'* 

'*  God  requires  the  faithful  improvement  of  every  created  talent.  '  0 
clap  your  hands,  all  ye  people ;  shout  unto  God  with  the  voice  of  tri- 
umph. Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;  sing  his  praise  in  the  congre- 
gation of  the  saints.  Let  the  children  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  Kuig; 
let  them  praise  his  name  in  the  dance.'f 

"  These  expressions  of  the  inspired  Psalmist  are  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  Do  they  not  evidently  imply  that  the  Divine  Spirit  which 
dictated  them  requires  the  devotion  of  all  our  faculties  in  the  service  of 
^lO^'S  How,  then,  can  any  people  professing  religion  expect  to  find 
ilcceptance  with  God  by  the  service  of  the  tongue  only  I 

'*  since  we  are  blessed  with  hands  and  feet,  those  active  and  useful 
members  of  the  body  on  which  we  mostly  depend  in  our  own  service, 
shall  we  not  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  God  who  gave  them  by  ex- 
ercising them  in  our  devotions  to  him  t  There  is  too  powerful  a  con- 
nexion between  the  body  and  mind,  and  too  strong  an  mfluence  of  the 
mind  upon  the  body,  to  admit  of  much  activity  of  mind  in  the  service  of 
God  without  the  co-operating  exercises  of  the  body.  But  where  the 
heart  is  sincerely  and  fervently  engaged  in  the  service  of  God,  it  has  a 
tendency  to  produce  an  active  influence  oft  the  body." 

•  Jeramiah,  c.  31,  v.  4, 13, 21.  f  Pm.  xlvii.*  1*  SQd  czli&lL  S.  3 
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To  those  who  have  witnessed  the%fiects  of  music  in  quickening 
fhe  devotional  feelings  of  both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  and  the 
effect  of  clapping  of  hands  and  other  expressions  of  sympathy  in'l 
crowded  assemblies,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  understanding 
that  the  same  class  of  feelings  may  be  much  heightened  by  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  dance,  so  that,  supposing  the  object  of  using  it  as  a 
part  of  their  worship  to  be  the  quickening  of  this  feeling  among  the 
devotees,  there  is  a  perfect  adaptation  of  means  to  ends,  and  a  con- 
sistency in  the  application  of  them. 

Strange  as  these  doctrines  and  practices  of  the  Shakers  may  ap- 
pear to  all  but  members  of  their  own  body,  we  should  not  forget 
that  all  new  modes  of  faith  and  worship  appear  strange  to  those 
who  hear  of  or  witness  them  for  the  first  time,  and  that  habit  alone 
renders  them  perfectly  reasonable  and  acceptable  to  those  who^ 
practise  them  irom  their  infancy,  whether  Pagan,  Jewish,  Moham- 
medan, or  ChrisUMV^  From  every  inquiry  I  could  make,  however, 
of  those  longest^Vplent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Shakers,  I 
could  learn  no  auBpnticated  case  of  evil  practices  among  them. 
On  the  contrary,  every  one  appeared  ready  to  bear  testimony  to 
their  honesty,  punctuality,  industry,  sobriety,  and  chasti^. 

The  instances  are  very  few  indeed  in  which  there  have  been 
any  secessions  from  their  society,  while  additions  are  made  to  their 
numbers  every  year ;  and  as  they  have  within  themselves  the  means 
of  increasing  prosperity  and  abundance— of  contentment  with  their 
temporal  wealth,  and  satisfaction  with  their  spiritual  exercises — 
there  seems  no  reason  to  apprehend  their  speedy  decline,  especial- 
ly as  they  are  relieved  from  some  of  the  most  prolific  sources  of 
quarrel  and  strife  among  mankind  in  general.  They  have  no  in- 
dividual property,  but  hold  all  their  worldly  goods  in  copmon. 
By  this  alone,  all  contentions  about  property,  which  forms  Ik  sub- 

{'ect  of  half  the  contentions  of  the  world,  are  abolished.    They 
lave  no  political  or  priestly  rulers ;  and,  therefore,  all  the  evils  of 
party  contention  in  politics,  and  secular  and  clerical  disputes  for 

¥Dwer  and  pre-eminence,  are  banished  from  their  community, 
hey  have  no  idleness  and  no  intemperance,  the  two  fruitful 
mothers  of  crime,  vice,  and  remorse  of  conscience ;  and  this  agcun 
assures  them  great  tranquillity,  in  their  freedom  from  all  the  evils 
which  these  two  sources  are  sure  to  enp^ender. 

Supposing  them  to  be  sincerely  convinced  of  the  truth  of  thei{ 
doctrines  and  the  propriety  of  their  practices,  and  to  be  voluijtarjr 
members  of  the  community — on  both  of  which  there  is  the  strong- 
est evidence  of  the  affirmative,  while  of  the  negative  there  is  no 
evidence  at  all — I  can  conceive  them  to  be  a  very  happy  commu- 
nity within  themselves,  and  productive  of  no  political  or  moral 
evils  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they  are  planted,  or  to  the 
country  over  which  they  may  be  spread.  I  say  this  frankly,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  without  any  participation  in  the  peculiarity  of 


4 


i^ 


DEPAKTITRE  FROM   ALBANY. — SCHENECTADY.  8T 


iheir  religious  views  or  sociaMiabits,  which  must  rest  on  their  own 
defence,  of  both  of  which  I  have  given  the  leading  arguments; 
and  I  have  preferred  giving  these  in  their  own  language  to  oflTer- 
ing  an  abstract  of  them,  as  more  satisfactory  to  those  who  desire 
to  consult  the  original  authorities,  and  to  form  their  own  opiniona 
on  the  subject 
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Journey  from  Albany  to  Schenectady.— Description  of  the  City  and  Colleae. — Joamej 
from  Schenectady  to  Ballston  Centre.— Stay  at  the  Country  Seat  of  Mr.  Delavan* 
— Efforta  for  the  Promotion  of  Temperance.— General  Cocke,  the  Philanthropist  of 
Virginia.— Mr.  Delavan's  Mission  to  England.— Proposed  Pto  for  the  Benefit  of  Em* 
igrants.- First  Intercourse  with  American  Fanners. — brfpior  Appearance  of  the 
Countrr  to  England. — Superior  Condition  of  the  Farmers  and  Labourers. — indepeod* 
ence  of  the  Occupiers  of  Land —Absence  of  Tithes,  Poor-laws,  and  other  Buraena. 
— Superior  Intellisence  of  American  Farmers. — More  comfortable  Condition  of  Farm- 
labourers.— Fine  Field  for  European  Emigrants.- Causes  which  retard  their  Prog- 
ress here.— Statistical  Proofs  of  the  Evils  of  Intemperance.— Contrast  produced  by 
Temperate  Habits  among  Farmers.- High  State  of  general  Health  in  the  Districts. 
-Longevity  of  the  Temperate  Livers.- Small  Proportions  of  Paupers  r)eedin||;  Re- 
lief.-First  Sabbath  spent  in  a  Rural  District.— Happy  and  Prosperous  Condition  of 
Domestics. — Regularity  of  Attendance  on  Public  Worship.— Equahiv  of  Privilege 
among  all  Classes.- America  a  Land  of  Contrasts  in  Good  and  Evil.- Practice  of 
"  Lobbying^  in  the  State  Legislatures.— Corresponding  corrupt  Practices  in  £ng« 
land.— Journey  through  Ballston  to  Saratoga. 

On  Monday,  the  16th  of  July,  we^eft  Albany  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Mr.  £.  C.  Delavan  at  his  country  residence,  near  Ballston  Springs, 
in  Saiatoga  county,  with  whom  we  had  promised  to  spend  a  week 
befor^omg  to  the  springs  at  Saratoga.  We  left  Albany  at  nine 
o'clock  by  the  railroad  cars  for  Schenectady,  and  after  a  ride  of 
about  16  miles,  through  a  pleasant  and  fertile  country,  which  oc- 
cupied nearly  an  hour,  we  arrived  at  this  city  about  10  o'clock. 
On  entering  it  we  descended  over  a  steep  hill,  by  an  inclined  plane, 
which  commences  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  the  view  from 
this  elevation  is  commanding  and  agreeable. 

Schenectady,  which  retains  the  Indian  name  of  the  settlement  on 
which  it  was  first  built,  is  one  of  the  oldest  cities  in  the  United 
States.  Some  authorities,  giving  it  precedence  by  a  year  or  two 
over  Albany,  make  it  therefore  equal  in  antiquity  with  Jamestown 
in  Virginia,  which  was  settled  in  1608 ;  others  consider  it  a  year 
or  two  posterior  to  Albany,  which  was  settled  in  1612 :  either  ac- 
count, therefore,  making  it  more  than  two  centuries  old,  which,  for 
America,  is  a  high  degree  of  antiquity. 

Schenectady  is  seated  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Mohawk,  which 
winds  in  great  beauty  along  the  level  plain  v^hereon  the  city  stands. 
Its  incorporated  extent  is  very  considecarble,  comprehending,  as  wq 
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were  told,  a  square  of  15  miles  on  each  nde ;  but,  like  Washington, 
oeitber  occupied,  nor  ever  likely  to  be  built  on,  to  one  third  of  lU 
chartered  dimenaons. 

The  present  population  of  Schenectady,  after  its  two  centuries  of 
existence,  does  not  embrace  more  than  6000  persons,  and  there  is 
perhaps  no  city  of  the  same  amount  of  inhabitants  in  all  the  state 
that  has  been  so  stationary  of  late  years  as  this.  It  was  burned 
down  by  the  Indians  in  1690,  and  suffered  considerabie  injury  by 
a  large  fire  in  1819,  since  which  the  buildings  have  assumed  a 
more  modem  appearance  than  those  of  the  old  Dutch  settlers,  of 
which  the  town  was  before  chiefiy  composed. 

There  is  a  Lyceum  in  the  city,  of  a  curiously-mixed  Gothic  ar- 


chitecture, but  the  principal  establishment  here  is  Union  College, 
the  pre^dent  of  which,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott,  was  the  companion  of 
our  journey  from  Albany  to  Schenectady.  This  establishment  is 
built  on  an  eminence  to  the  eastward  of  the  city,  of  which  and  of 
the  Mohawk  River  it  commands  a  line  >'iew.  The  expense  of  ita 
erection  and  furniture,  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus  of  educa- 
tion, has  cost  upward  of  300,000  doUare  or  60,000/.,  the  funds  for 
which  were  partly  advanced  by  the  state,  and  partly  raised  by  lot- 
teries for  that  purpose,  authonzed  by  the  slate.  The  number  of 
students  in  the  College  exceeds  200;  and  the  expense  of  each  stu- 
dent, including  all  charges,  is  about  150  dollars  or  30^.  per  annum. 
Its  religious  and  literary  character  ranks  high  among  the  public 
institutions  of  the  Union,  and  it  is  consequently  very  popular  with 
the  community. 

As  the  railroad  for  Ulica  and  the  West  branches  off  from  this 
place,  while  that  for  Ballston  and  Saratoga  goes  on  to  the  North, 
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^^  had  to  change  our  cars,  and  found  the  facilities  for  this  quite  as 
great  as  in  any  similar  establishment  in  England.  By  this  train, 
\¥hich  travelled  at  about  the  same  rate  as  the  former,  twenty  miles 
in  the  hour,  we  reached  our  destination  about  eleven  o'clock ;  and 
finding  Mr.  Delavan  waiting  for  us  with  a  carriage,  we  were  taken 
by  him  to  his  farm  at  Ballston  Centre,  and  were  cordially  welcomed 
by  his  amiable  wife  and  himself  as  to  our  own  home. 

We  remained  at  this  agreeable  and  happy  abode  for  about  ten 
days,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  most  deUghtful  weather,  pleasant 
rides  and  walks,  books,  occasional  visiters,  and  frank-hearted  and 
intelligent  entertainers,  full  of  elevated  thoughts  and  benevolent 
feelings,  and  never  more  happy  than  while  projecting  plans  and  in- 
dulging hopes  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  society. 

Mr.  Delavan  had  been  one  of  the  first  to  commence  the  great 
work  of  temperance  reform  in  America,  and  had  devoted  about 
seven  years  of  active  service  to  the  editorship  of  the  Temperance 
Intelligencer  and  Recorder,  published  at  Albany.  In  addition  to 
this,  he  had  expended,  from  his  own  private  purse,  upward  of 
50,000  dollars  or  10,000/.  sterling  in  support  of  the  cause ;  and,  on 
resigning  his  situation  as  chairman  of  Uie  executive  committee  of 
the  Temperance  Society  in  1836,  he  presented  the  funds  with  a  do- 
nation of  10,000  dollars  more,  to  be  expended  in  establishing  agen- 
cies for  promoting  temperance  within  the  State  of  New*York  alone. 
During  our  stay  here  he  had  been  called  off  to  Philadelphia,  to 
meet  his  colleagues  or  brother  members  of  the  American  Temper- 
ance Union,  some  of  whom  came  from  Virginia,  others  from  Mary- 
land, and  others  from  equally  distant  points  of  the  country,  to  con- 
fer together  on  a  plan  for  extending  the  benefit  of  their  labours  to 
Europe,  for  placing  some  temperance  documents  in  the  hands  of 
all  the  emigrants  leaving  England  and  elsewhere  for  the  United 
States,  and  for  bringing  some  plan  to  bear  on  the  numerous  class 
engaged  in  steam-navigation  on  the  Western  rivers' of  America. 

General  Cocke,  of  Virginia,  an  eminent  philanthropist  and  dis- 
tinguished public  man,  charg^  himself  with  the  execution  of  the 
latter  duty ;  as  his  position,  as  president  of  the  board  of  internal 
improvements  in  Virginia,  where  they  were  opening  a  canal  naviga- 
tion of  200  miles,  with  railroads  to  continue  the  line  on  to  the 
Mississippi,  would  afford  him  great  advantages  in  the  exercise  of 
bis  influence  on  this  great  work,  and,  through  it,  to  reach  the  steam- 
navigation  of  the  West;  while  Mr.  Delavan,  whose  previous  resi- 
dence in  England,  and  whose  active  habits  of  business  and  exten- 
sive connexions  in  Europe,  seemed  to  fit  him  for  that  branch  of 
operaAns,  had  charged  himself  with  the  execution  of  the  former. 

Mr*.  Delavan  proposed,  therefore,  leaving  this  for  England  with 
his  family  in  September  next,  to  carry  forward  the  plan  proposed. 
W^ith  this  view  he  had  drawn  up  a  circular,  addressed  to  the  emi- 
grants leaving  Europe,  and  intended  to  form  depots  at  d3l  the  sea- 
Vol.  n.— M 
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ports  from  which  emigrants  embarked,  where,  under  the  direction 
of  appointed  agents,  this  circular  should  be  printed  in  all  the  re« 
quisite  languages,  English,  Irish,  German,  and  French,  and  a  copy 

E laced  in  the  hands  of  every  emigrant  at  the  moment  of  his  em- 
arking,  pointing  out  the  safest  and  the  best  course  for  his  future 
conduct  to  ensure  success  to  his  labours  in  this  country.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  he  purposed  organizing  a  committee  of  influential  gen- 
tlemen in  England,  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before 
the  British  public,  through  the  press,  the  history  of  the  great  im- 
provements accomplished  in  America  by  means  of  the  Temperance 
jReformation ;  and  to  devote  a  year  in  time,  and  10,000  dollars  in 
money,  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object  of  pure  and  dis- 
interested benevolence  towards  his  fellow-beings. 

During  our  stay  at  Mr.  Delavan's  we  had  an  opportunity  of  vis- 
iting many  of  the  neighbouring  farmers,  and  receiving  visits  from 
Qthers,  with  their  families,  as  well  as  of  inspecting  the  condition  of 
their  farms,  and  becoming  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
farm-labourers ;  for  we  were  now  entirely  in  the  country,  several 
miles  from  any  town,  and  among  people  wholly  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural life. 

In  the  general  appearance  of  the  surface  of  the  country,  Eng- 
land is  far  superior  to  America.  The  great  perfection  to  whidi 
every  kind  of  cultivation  has  there  attained,  the  noble  mansions  of 
the  wealthy  gentry,  the  fine  parks  and  lawns,  the  beautiful  hedge- 
row fences,  the  substantial  stone  farmhouses  and  outbuildings, 
and  the  excellent  roads  and  conveyances  which  are  seen  in  almost 
every  part  of  England,  are  not  to  be  found  here.  But  though,  in 
these  outward  appearances,  American  farming  districts  are  inferior 
to  English,  yet  m  all  substantial  realities  the  superiority  is  on  the 
side  of  America. 

The  occupier  of  a  farm,  whether  large  or  small,  is  almost  invari- 
ably the  owner  of  the  land  he  cultivates ;  and,  therefore,  all  the 
disagreeable  differences  between  landlords  and  tenants,  with  the 
vexations  of  the  game-laws,  the  authori^  of  country  squires  and 
clerical  magistrates,  so  fertile  a  source  of  annoyance  in  England, 
are  here  unknown.  There  being  no  tithes,  great  or  small,  for  the 
support  of  a  State  clergy,  all  that  large  class  of  evils  growing  out 
of  tithe  disputes  and  tithe  compositions  are  here  also  unheard  of. 
The  labourers  being  fewer  than  are  required,  and  wages  being 
high,  there  are  neither  paupers  nor  poor-rates,  and  neither  work- 
houses nor  jails  are  required  for  the  country  population,  since  abun- 
dance of  work  and  good  pay  prevent  poverty,  and  take  a^eay  all 
temptation  to  dishonesty.  There  being  no  ranks  or  orders  ^iuch  as 
the  esquire  and  the  baronet,  the  baron  and  the  earl,  the  marquis 
and  the  duke,  each  to  compete  with  and  outvie  the  other  in  out- 
ward splendour,  which  too  often  leads  to  inward  embarrassment,  as 
in  £ngland,  the  country  residents  are  free  from  that  foolish  ambi- 
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tion  which  devours  the  substance  of  too  many  at  home ;  and  all 
those  idle  disputes  and  distinctions  about  old  families  and  new  ones, 
people  of  high  birth  and  people  of  low,  country  families  and  stran* 
gers,  which  so  perplex  the  good  people  of  England  when  a  county 
meeting  or  a  county  ball  takes  place,  so  as  to  set  persons  in  Omc 
right  places,  to  admit  some,  exclude  others,  and  so  on,  are  here 
happily  unthought  of.  The  consequence  is,  that,  with  more  sources 
of  pleasure  and  few  sources  of  dissatisfaction,  the  American  coun- 
try gentry  and  farmers  are  much  better  off  and  much  happier  than 
the  same  class  of  people  in  England.  No  corn-laws  exist  to  vex 
the  landowner  with  a  fear  of  their  abolition ;  no  non-payment  of 
rents  and  abatements  to  tenants  are  ever  heard  of,  for  landlord 
and  tenant  are  here  merged  in  one.  No  distraint 'for  tithes  or 
writs  of  ejectment  ever  occur;  and,  in  short,  scarcely  anything 
ever  happens  to  ruffle  the  serenity  of  a  country  life  in  the  well-set« 
tied  parts  of  America. 

The  greatest  difference  of  all,  however,  between  the  agricultu- 
ral population  of  England  and  those  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be 
seen  in  their  relative  degrees  of  intelligence.  In  England,  no  one, 
I  presume,  will  deny  the  fact  of  the  farmers  and  farm-labourers  be- 
ing among  the  least  intelligent  and  most  uneducated  portion  of  the 
population.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  best  informed.  A  great  number  of  the  occupiers  of  farms 
are  persons  who,  having  been  successful  in  business  in  cities,  have 
retired  at  an  early  period  of  life,  bought  an  estate,  take  a  delight 
in  cultivating  it  on  their  own  account  lor  income,  and  as  from  sev- 
en to  ten  per  cent,  is  realized  on  farminl^.capital  where  carefully 
attended  to,  it  is  at  once  a  safe  and  profitable  investment. 

These  gentlemen,  having  a  good  deal  of  leisure,  little  parish  busi- 
ness to  occupy  them,  and  a  taste  for  books  and  love  of  information, 
read  a  great  deal  more  than  the  busy  inhabitants  of  commercial 
cities,  and  have  the  power  of  exercising  their  judgment  and  reflec- 
tion more  free  from  the  bias  of  party  views  and  sectarian  feelinga 
than  those  who  live  in  large  communities.  Their  previous  educa- 
tion and  ample  means  dispose  others  also  to  works  of  benevolence ; 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  while  their  conversation  is  more  intel- 
ligent and  their  manners  greatly  superior  to  that  of  English  farm- 
ers generally,  they  devote  a  large  portion  of  their  time  and  means 
to  the  establishment  and  support  of  Sunday  schools,  district  schools, 
societies  for  mutual  improvement,  country  libraries,  temperance  so- 
cieties, savings'  banks,  and,  in  short,  everything  that  can  elevate 
those  below  mem,  and  make  them  better  and  happier  in  their  sta- 
tions. 

There  are  no  taverns,  as  in  the  market-towns  of  England,  to  ab- 
sorb half  the  profits  made  at  market  by  the  drinking  and  carousing 
of  the  buyers  and  sellers,  as  is  the  case  with  English  farmers;  and 
as  their  mode  of  visiting  and  entertaining  is  social  and  econcviiicaly 
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families  are  continually  interchanging  evening  visits  with  each 
other,  to  take  a  cup  of  tea,  fruit,  ice-cream,  and  sweetmeats  or 
other  delicacies,  but  without  spirits,  wine,  beer,  or  cider ;  retiring 
early,  and  all  coming  or  going  in  vehicles  adapted  to  their  means, 
from  gigs  and  phaetons  to  carriages  and  family  wagons,  for  there 
is  neither  tax  nor  duty  on  carriages,  horses,  or  servants, 'all  being 
free  to  ride  or  walk,  as  suits  their  pleasure. 

If  the  contrast  is  striking  between  the  English  and  American 
farmer,  it  is  still  more  so  between  the  farm-labourers  of  the  two 
countries.  In  England  it  is  well  known  what  miserable  wages  ag- 
ricultural labourers  receive — 10  to  12  shillings  perhaps  the  aver- 
age ;  what  scanty  fare  they  are  obliged  to  subsist  upon — flesh  meat 
once  or  twice  a  week,  at  the  utmost ;  and  how  perpetually  they 
stand  in  danger  of  the  workhouse,  with  all  their  desire  to  avoid  it, 
with  no  education  themselves,  and  no  desire  to  procure  any  for  their 
children.  Here  there  is  not  a  labourer  on  the  farm  who  receives 
less  than  a  dollar  a  day  or  24  shillings  per  week,  while  many  re- 
ceive more ;  and  those  who  are  permanently  attached  to  the  farm 
have  wages  equal  to  that  throughout  the  year.  Besides  this,  they 
have  as  good  living  at  the  farmhouse  as  prosperous  tradesmen  in 
the  middle  ranks  of  life  enjoy  in  England ;  three  substantial  meals 
a  day,  and  in  hay  and  harvest  time  four,  with  abundance  and  vari- 
ety at.each.  At  the  same  time  they  enjoy  the  advantages  of  ex- 
cellent schools  for  the  almost  gratuitous  education  of  their  children, 
neat  little  cottages  for  themselves  and  wives  to  live  in,  a  little  plot 
of  ground  for  gardening,  and  privileges  in  great  number. 

The  consequence  is,Aeit  the  farm-labourers  and  their  families 
are  well  fed,  well  dressed,  well  educated  in  all  the  ordinary  ele- 
ments of  knowledge,  intelligent  in  conversation,  agreeable  in  man- 
ners, and  as  superior  to  the  corresponding  class  of  farm-labourers  in 
England  as  all  these  advantages  can  indicate.  There  are  no  beer- 
shops,  at  which  they  spend  their  substance ;  no  haunts  of  vice  and 
^ebauchery,  at  which  they  concoct  the  plans  of  the  poacher,  the 
smuggler,  or  the  robber,  to  make  up  by  illicit  gains  the  deficiencies 
of  honest  industry ;  and,  consequently,  no  need  of  prosecutions  at 
the  sessions,  with  all  the  array  of  constables,  police,  magistracy, 
and  treadmills,  to  punish  them  and  keep  them  in  order.  I^obody 
talks  or  even  appears  to  think  of  housebreakers,  and  dwellings  at 
distances  of  miles  apart  from  neighbours  are  often  left  without  the 
doors  being  locked  or  bolted,  in  summer  and  in  winter,  all  night 
long. 

If  the  surplus  population  of  Britain,  who  cannot  obtain  adequate 
remuneration  for  their  labour  at  home,  could  but  be  prevailed  upon 
to  transport  themselves  at  once  to  this  country,  and  seek  for  em- 
ployment where  it  is  best  found  on  their  arrival,  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate,  to  their  full  extent,  the  benefits  that  would  result  to  both 
count|[ieS|  but,  above  all,  to  the  parties  emigrating.    Here  millions 
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of  acres,  now  lying  untouched,  would  be  brought  into  cultivation, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  country  increased,  while  the  spread  of  dwell- 
ings and  population,  the  increase  of  towns  and  cftes,  the  opening 
of  railroads  and  canals,  would  send  America  a  century  forward  in 
all  thatJs  desirable. 

In  England  the  effect  would  be  felt,  first  by  a  rise  in  the  wages 
and  an  improvement  of  the  condition  of  those  who  remained  at 
home;  next,  in  the  increased  demand  for  British  manufactures, 
which  the  increased  population  of  America  would  create;  and, 
lastly,  by  the  strengthenmg  of  those  ties  of  kindred  and  connexion 
between  the  people  of  the  two  countries,  which  would  make  all 
their  friendly  relations  stronger  and  stronger,  and  make  future  wars 
between  them  more  and  more  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

The  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  emigrants  themselves 
would  be  as  great  and  as  certain  as  that  of  the  two  countries,  if 
they  pursued  a  right  course ;  and  that,  with  good  advice  and 
proper  regulations,  could  almost  be  ensured.  At  present,  as  soon 
as  they  land  in  the  seaport  town,  they  are  beset  with  as  many  har- 
pies as  surround  the  unhappy  sailor  when  he  first  touches  the  shore, 
especially  by  the  keepers  of  low  taverns  and  dramshops.  By  them 
they  are  decoyed  to  their  houses,  made  drunk  under  a  pretext  of  a 
welcome  and  hospitality,  their  money  taken  from  them  if  they  have 
any,  and,  if  they  have  not,  a  debt  for  board  and  drink  contracted 
against  them. '  They  then  roam  about  the  city  in  search  of  em« 
ployment,  where  little  or  none  is  to  be  had ;  they  become  inspired 
with  a  distaste  for  the  country,  where  alone  a  sure  and  certain  har« 
vest  of  reward  awaits  them ;  and,  like  tl»e  moth,  which  lingers 
around  the  flame  until  consumed  by  what  dazzles  it,  they  hang 
about  the  skirts  of  the  cities  and  the  grogshops  till  their  povertjr 
tempts  them  to  crime,  when  they  become  the  inmates  of  the  poor- 
house  or  the  prison,  and  there  end  their  days  in  neglect  and  misery. 

It  is  ascertained  as  a  fact  that  more  than  one  third  of  the  emi- 
grants from  Europe  die  within  the  first  three  years  of  their  residence 
in  this  country,  though  they  generally  come  out  in  the  full  vigour 
of  life ;  and  of  the  whole  number  there  is  not  one  out  of  50  whose 
death  is  not  actually  caused  or  greatly  hastened  by  intemperance. 
A  very  instructive  document  on  this  subject  came  into  my  possession 
while  at  Mr.  Delavan's,  taken  from  the  Temperance  Recorder  for 
November,  1832,  the  accuracy  of  which  is  testified  by  the  signa- 
tures of  nine  of  the  principal  medical  officers  of  the  state.  It  show9 
that,  out  of  336  deaths  from  cholera  which  took  place  in  Albany 
in  the  summer  of  1832,  omitting  all  under  16  years  of  age,  138 
were  foreigners  and  mostly  emigrants,  of  which  no  less  than  108 
were  Irish,  15  English,  four  Scotch,  two  Welsh,  eight  German,  and 
one  French ;  and  of  these  the  greatest  number  were  the  victims  of 
intemperance,  there  being  no  less  than  140  who  were  hard  drink- 
erS|  55  who  drank  freely,  131  who  drank  moderately  but  habitu- 
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ally,  while  of  the  strictly  temperate  there  were  only  five,  and  of 
members  of  tenmerance  societies  only  two.  Of  the  ages  from  20 
to  40  there  wer^89,  and  above  40  there  were  147.  The  whole 
population  of  Albany  was  at  this  time  about  26,000,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  temperance  societies  about  5000,  out  of  which  only  tux>  in- 
dividuals died,  while  138  emigrants,  mostly  intemperate,  perished. 
As  a  contrast  to  this  melancholy  picture,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that,  in  the  farming  district  in  and  around  this  spot,  Ballston  Cen- 
tre, where,  from  the  influence  exerted  by  Mr.  Delavan  and  the 
spread  of  the  temperance  publications,  the  practice  of  total  absti- 
nence^ from  all  that  can  intoxicate  is  nearly  universal,  the  health 
and  longevity  of  the  population  are  greater  than  in  any  part  of  the 
country ;  the  deaths  do  not  reach  two  per  cent,  per  annum,  varying 
between  one  and  six  tenths  and  one  and  ei^ht  tenths;  the  ages 
extend  to  80  and  90  ordinarily ;  and,  by  the  latest  examination  of 
the  labouring  people,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  only  one 

Eirson  in  1152  receiving  pecuniary  reUef  as  being  unable  to  subsist 
msclf. 

On  Mr.  Delavan's  own  farm  there  was  scarcely  a  labourer  who 
had  not  money  placed  out  at  interest ;  his  coachman,  cook,  and 
house-servants  had  several  hundred  dollars  each  accumulating  in 
the  savings'  bank,  and  additions  made  to  this  from  the  surplus  of 
their  wages  every  year.  The  gardener  and  farm-servants  were  in 
the  same  prosperous  condition,  and  had,  moreover,  small  plots  of 
land  of  which  they  were  the  owners.  Throughout  the  whole  of 
tiiis  district,  the  farmers,  to  a  man,  refuse  to  sell  their  grain  for  dis- 
tillation or  for  malting ;  while  all  the  produce  of  their  orchards, 
which  is  considerable,  is  devoted  to  the  fattening  of  cattle  instead 
of  the  making  of  cider :  and,  besides  the  great  moral  good  thus  ef- 
fected in  withholding  the  supplies  of  these  materials  for  conversion 
into  intoxicating  drinks,  they  happily  find  themselves  benefited 
rather  than  injured,  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  by  their  present  appro- 
priation. 

The  Sabbath  we  passed  at  Ballston  Centre  offered  a  beautiful 
illustration  of  the  effects  of  liberal  institutions  and  temperate  habits 
on  the  condition  of  domestics,  and  the  relative  position  of  masters 
and  servants.  Though  there  are  no  parish  churches,  in  the  sense 
in  which  we  understand  that  term  in  England,  there  are  sufficient 

Elaoes  of  worship  for  all  who  desire  to  attend  them,  including  Pres- 
yterian,  Episcopalian,  Methodist,  atid  Baptist,  which  are  the  four 
most  numerous  denominations  of  Christians  here.  These  churches 
(for  all  places  of  worship  are  so  called,  and  the  term  chapel  is  never 
used)  are  placed  at  convenient  distances,  and  generally  with  refer- 
ence to  centrality  among  the  worshippers  frequenting  them ;  but, 
while  they  are  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  some  of  the  farm- 
houses, they  are  six  and  seven  miles  from  others. 
No  distance  and  no  weather,  however,  prevent  a  general  good 
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attendance,  as  every  family  has  one  or  more  vehicles,  open  or  cov- 
ered, and  abundance  of  horses,  by  which  the  whole  family,  servants 
and  all,  are  easily  conveyed  to  the  church.  Those  who  live  near 
return  from  the  morning  service  to  dinner  at  half  past  twelve,  and 
go  to  church  again  at  one ;  but  those  who  live  at  a  distance  gen- 
erally bring  a  cold  dinner  with  them ;  and  in  the  interval  betwj^en 
tl^  morning  and  afternoon  service,  partake  of  it  on  the  grass  in 
the  neighbouring  grounds  if  the  weather  be  fine,  or  at  the  nearest 
inn  or  house  of  accommodation  if  the  weather  is  bad.  Some  oi 
t£e  wagons  bring  20  and  30  persons  of  the  same  farm  to  church, 
for  none  remain  at  home,  and  all  are  on  a  perfect  footing  of  equal- 
ity in  the  enjoyment  of  their  privileges  for  that  day. 

From  Mr.Delavan's  residence,  which  in  England  would  be  call- 
ed a  '*  country  seat"  rather  than  a  farmhouse,  as  it  has  all  the  ele- 
gances of  a  gentleman's  abode,  and  its  occupier  is  a  man  of  fortune, 
the  vehicle  which  conveyed  the  family  to  church  was  called  "  the 
Steamboat,"  from  its  great  length,  though  drawn  on  four  wheels 
and  by  a  pair  of  horses.  In  it  were  seats  for  sixteen  persons ;  and 
in  the  same  vehicle  the  family  and  guests,  or  visiters,  and  all  the 
servants,  without  distinction,  drove  to  church  V  the  forenoon,  re- 
turned to  a  cold  dinner  at  half  past  twelve,  repaired  again  to 
church  in  the  afternoon,  and  all  the  house-servants  and  farm-la- 
bourers, after  tea,  which  was  taken  at  four,  set  out  on  foot  to  walk 
to  the  Sunday-school,  and  attend  evening  worship  again  after  this. 
Amid  this  devotion  of  their  whole  attention  to  religious  duties,  and 
complete  freedom  from  labour  of  all  kinds,  there  was  no  gloom,  no 
discomfort,  and  no  appearance  of  weariness,  but  as  much  of  cheer- 
ful enjoyment  visible  in  the  countenances  and  conduct  of  all,  as 
could  result  only  from  the  occupation  being  such  as  both  the  will 
and  the  heart  approved.  Without  the  slightest  wish  to  prevent  the 
freest  exercise  of  individual  opinion  as  to  the  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath, I  could  not  but  wish  that  the  mingling  of  the  devout,  the 
healthy,  and  the  cheerful,  which  I  witnessed  on  the  first  Sunday 
that  I  had  passed  among  the  rural  population  of  America,  could  be 
substituted  for  the  idle,ajssipated,  and  intemperate  manner  in  which 
it  is  too  often  passed  by  the  rural  as  well  as  by  the  civic  popula- 
tion of  my  native  land. 

America  is,  however,  a  country  of  contrasts,  where  most  things 
appear  to  be  in  extremes ;  where  die  good  are  better,  and  where  the 
bad  are  worse,  than  the  same  classes  are  in  England.  During  our 
stay  at  Ballston  Centre,  we  heard  the  details  of  a  case  of  depravity 
and  corruption  such  as  we  could  hardly  believe  possible  in  con- 
nexion with  the  legislative  proceedings  of  the  State,  and  which  I 
should  certainly  have  thought  to  be  a  misrepresentation,  if  it  had 
not  received  all  the  authenticity  which  the  process  of  a  court  of 
justice  could  afford  it  '  | 

A  practice  exists  in  the  State  capitals  of  the  country,  ca^ed  ^'  IoIh 
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bying,"  which  consists  in  this :  A  certain  number  of  agents,  selected 
for  their  skill  and  experience  in  the  arts  of  deluding,  persuading, 
and  bribing  the  members,  are  employed  by  public  companies  and 
private  individuals  who  have  bills  before  the  Legislature  which 
they  are  anxious  to  get  passed.  These  persons  attend  the  lobby 
of  the  House  daily,  talk  with  members,  form  parties,  invite  them  to 
dinners  and  suppers,  and  having,  besides  their  daily  pay,  a  gogd 
sum  of  money  given  them  to  cover  these  expenses,  they  usually 
succeed  in  corrupting  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to  effect 
their  purpose,  though  occasionally,  of  course,  they  fail.  In  one  bf 
these  instances,  the  parties  employing  a  Mr.  Hillyer,  of  New- York, 

^  as  a  "  lobbier,"  to  promote  the  passing  of  a  bill  through  the  Tren- 
ton Legislature,  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  to  incorporate  the  Ber- 
gen Port  Company,  refused  to  pay  him  the  sum  he  demanded 
lor  his  services,  which  was  2220  dollars,  upon  which  he  brought 
his  action  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  to  recover  the  same. 
-^  On  this  trial  a  full  development  of  this  practice  of  "  lobbying" 
was  made,  by  which  it  appeared  that  it  was  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent,  and  that  t^apin  and  oyster  suppers  and  Champagne  were 
among  the  most  Active  means  of  persuasion  used  with  members 
to  make  them  look  favourably  on  measures  submitted  to  their  in- 
Testigation  and  decision.  The  trial  is  altogether  so  curious  a  chap- 
ter in  the  domestic  history  of  America,  that  I  have  given  it  a  place 
at  full  length  in  the  Appendix,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  such  public 
and  authentic  documents  as  these  throw  more  li^ht  on  the  actual 
condition  of  a  country — and  I  am,  too,  happy  to  mclude  the  docu- 
ments of  a  favourable  nature  also,  of  which  there  are  many — than 
any  mere  descriptions  of  the  state  of  manners  by  a  stranger ;  be- 
cause these  are  portraits  of  their  own  characters,  drawn  by  their 
own  hands,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  complained  of  as  the  calum- 
nies of  a  foreigner.* 

At  the  same  time  that  this  disclosure  places  the  character  of  such 

of  the  State  legislators  of  America  as  are  thus  operated  upon  in 

a  very  unfavourable  point  of  view,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in 

the  history  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  South  Sea  Company, 

.and  other  public  corporations  in  England,  the  wholesale  bribery 

I  practised  by  them  to  secure  the  votes  of  members  in  the  British 
Parliament,  peers  as  well  as  commoners,  and  sometimes  even  roy- 
alty itself,  was  as  flagrantly  corrupt  as  anything  that  the  annals  of 
any  country  could  produce.  The  whole  business  of  the  old  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  borough-influence  times,  was  conducted  mainly  by 
bribery  on  the  part  of  ministers  to  their  adherents  in  places,  con- 
tracts, and  benefits  of  one  kind  or  another.  And  in  the  bubble- 
year  of  1825,  when  speculating  companies  started  up  in  every  cor- 
ner, and  Parliament  was  applied  to  for  legislative  sanction  to  their 
undertakings,  it  is  well  known  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 

*  *  See  Appendix,  No.  IL 
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I 

of  ways  and  means  in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  and  several 
other  members,  were  detected  in  acts  of  the  grossest  corruption,  by 
receiving  shares  in  companies  without  pavment,  on  condition  of 
their  givmg  their  parliamentary  support  to  bills  for  their  incorpora- 
tion. 

Similar  practices,  better  concealed,  no  doubt,  exist  in  the  British 
Parliament  to  the  present  day,  where,  in  the  various  railroads,  hstr- 
bours,  canals,  and  other  public  undertaldngs  requiring  parliament- 
ary sanction  by  bills  or  acts  of  mcorporation,  the  prices  paid  for 
property  to  members  or  friends  of  members,  tlurough  whose  estates 
such  works  are  to  pass,  as  well  as  the  sale  of  shares  to  members 
acting  on  committees  and  advocating  the  measures,  ^u«  so  shaped 
as  to  be  in  reality  bribes  or  premiums  given  for  services  thus  ren- 
dered. Add  to  this  that  the  whole  system  of  our  political  and 
municipal  election,  in  the  older  cities  and  boroughs,  is  one  of  the 
grossest  bribenr  and  corruption  throughout,  and  we  shall  not  be 
^titled  to  hola  up  the  American  State  Legislatures  to  odium  for 
this  practice  of  ^^  lobbying,"  without  coupling  England  in  the  same 
sentence  of  condemnation  for  her  bribery  and  corruption  on  a  much 
lareer  scale.  To  this  joint  sentence  of  reprobation  for  both  I  most 
wiUin^ly  consent,  as  .what  is  wrong  in  the  one  cannot  posably  be 
right  m  the  othen 

After  passing  a  most  agreeable  fortnight  at  Mr.  Delavan's,  his 
family  accompanied  us  in  our  visit  to  Saratoga  Springs,  for  which 
we  set  out  on  Saturday,  the  28th  of  July.  On  our  way  we  passed 
through  Ballston  Spa,  a  pretty  village  seated  in  a  valley,  with  pic- 
turesque irregularity  of  hill  and  dale,  and  watered  by[  a  river  with 
the  fine  sonorous  Indian  naAe  of  Kyaderosseras.  Like  Saratoga, 
Ballston  is  celebrated  for  its  mineral  springs,  and  was  once  much 
frequented  by  invalids  and  people  of  fashion  in  the  season.  But  it 
has  of  late  neen  deserted  for  Saratoga ;  for,  as  not  more  than  a 
tenth  of  the  visiters  to  either  need  any  mineral  waters,  but  come 
chiefly  for  recreation  and  amusement,  they  follow  the  stream  of 
fashion,  and  where  the  greatest  number  at  any  time  conCTegate, 
there  the  majority  of  visiters  flock  after  them,  till  the  one  place  ab- 
sorbs the  whole,  and  leaves  the  other  deserted. 

Ballston  is  an  incorporated  village,  under  a  board  of  trustees, 
elected  annually  by  the  inhabitants,  who  are  about  1200  in  num- 
ber. The  courthouse  for  the  coimty  of  Saratoga  is  also  here ;  and 
there  are  three  churches,  several  large  hotels,  and  a  weekly  news- 
paper published  in  the  village.  There  ar6  several  spring,  the 
principal  of  which  are  the  original  Ballston  Spa,  the  Washmgton 
Spring,  the  Sans  Souci  Spring,  Louis  Spring,  and  the  Park  Spring. 
Tne  waters  of  all  these  do  not  differ  much  from  each  other,  their 

C*  icipal  ingredients  being  muriate  of  soda,  carbonate  of  soda,  car- 
ate  of  lime,  carbonate  of  magneaa,  and  carbonate  of  iron.   The 
principal  hotels  vdll  accommodate  about  400  persons,  and  there 
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m  many  private  boarding-bouBes  for  iaralids.  The  enTiroDi  of 
Ballstan  furnish  man^  agreeable  rides,  and  tbe  Biver  Kjadofmam 
aSbida  excellent  fi^ng  for  tnnt 

From  Ballston  to  Saratoga  Springs  is  a  distance  of  about  senn 
iniles,  through  a  gmerally  lerd  country,  with  the  second  groirtfa 
of  wood  thistly  bordering  tbe  sandy  roads,  but  with  occasioiut]  fias 
viewB  of  the  huh  and  mountains  in  the  distance. 


inn.— HiilorT  of  tba  firat  B«U]«nnit  of  (ha  SpoL^ 

_. CfaTDiial  Aininu  of  tlw  Wa _ 

ilsn  It  BwMO|«.— OtaM  VuiMj  of  CluraGUr  fot  ObMmtloa.— Ela«uice  of  lb* 


.— ProfiMiTC  IncraM  of  tho  SattlimBOI.— 

— BoildiHOftbe 

_  Appeannca  of  Smton. — ClwncMhilici  oT^Um  pr 
8pou  in  (he  EDTinna.— C^micil  Ainlnu  of  tlw  Watvn.— Cluaf  Altnetion  U  Vl^ 


Orism  of  the  PepiluiiT  of  tbe  Spiin^— Boildiiw  of  the  pnncipd  Hi 
tnoAppeamice  of  Smton.— ^CWiclehilici  of^tb*  priocipif  Hooi 


M  tbe  priocipif  HooMi.— Intenetioa 
Ibe  Witen.-ClMf  Altnetion  U  Vto> 

r  fK  ObMmtloa.— Elafuice  of  lb* 

HeQind  BemtTortbe  WoouD.— DMkiaiier of  Pemilei in  E^reuioo end  Piuian. 


nUi  ind  Age  hi  the  Hen  — Ameticui  Anthanty  for  Deftntnajot 

m  of  IniercoDiee  with  the  Youof  of  both  Seie(.~RauttDa  of  rbar 

■t  Sanlon.— Order  and  Suecevion  of  Heal*  and  InterraJa.— Ameiicao  Sketch  M 
Ibe  Amarkali  Chanctet.— Eieamf  Amnnmenta.— Hope,  Bella,  and  Cn]cena.—8n> 
cioMnoftwo  Amehean^Pnalar  Ducoone*."— Imitatioaaof  the"DiarT  of  aP^ 


ean-Popol 
oo  thoHD 


Oiicoune  oo  the  tlantrj  Tale  oif  "  Cock  Sobia"— Oeoeial  dpiniooa  ei- 


We  arriTed  at  Saratoga  about  one  o'clodc,  and,  having  preriouly 
engaged  apartments  at  the  Unkm  Hall,  we  soon  found  ourselves 
amid  the  bustle  of  a  large  party  of  more  than  300  persons,  prooH 
enading  tbe  drawing-^ooms  and  piazzas  of  tbe  hotel,  waiting  for 
tbe  approaching  hour  of  dinner,  which  was  two  o'clock ;  and,  ta- 
king ourieats  at  the  table,  we  ware  soon  recogniKd  by  mai^  whom 
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yre  had  met  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  found  ouraelTcs 
more  at  home  than  we  had  anticipated. 

We  remained  at  Saratoga  about  ten  days,  and  during  that  pe- 
riod, the  weath^  being  fine,  though  very  warm,  we  made  visits  to 
each  of  the  large  hotds  b^des  our  own,  having  fnends  and  ac- 
quaintances at  each ;  we  saw  all  the  variety  of  entertainments  whidi 
here,  as  at  most  watering-places,  form  the  chief  busmess  of  life  with 
those  who  firequent  them,  and  we  made  some  pleasant  excursion^ 
in  the  neighbouribood,  so  that  we  were  enabled  to  form  a  tolerably 
fmr  estimate  of  the  place  and  its  visiters ;  and  as  it  is  in  many  re- 

Sheets  sudgular,  and  unlike  any  other  rendezvous  of  fashion  in  the 
nited  States,  some  account  of  it  may  be  acceptable. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  whites  in  the  spot  where  Saratoga  now 
stands,  arose  out  of  a  grant  of  lands  made  here  by  two  Indian 
chiefs  of  the  Mohawk  tribe,  to  David  Schuyler  and  Robert  Living- 
ston, both  of  Albany,  the  grant  bearing  date  the  12th  of  August, 
1702,  bein^  the  first  year  of  the  reien  of  Queen  Anne.  The  Indian 
name  for  the  spot  was  then  Sah-ra£-ka,  or  the  *'  side  of  the  hiU,'* 
which  correctly  enough  indicates  its  position.  This  was  converted 
by  the  settlers  into  &ur-ogh-to-ge,  and  afterward  to  Sor-oc-to-ga, 
from  whence  the  transition  was  very  sliffht  to  Saratoga,  the  name 
it  now  bears.  The  conveyance  was  legally  made  ^  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  divers  goods,"  and  a  few  years  afterward  the  whole 
tract  was  reconveyed  to  other  purchasers  for  **  the  sum  of  90/.  in 
full  satisfaction  for  all  that  tract  of  land  situated,  lying,  and  being 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  called  Kyaderosseras,  alias  Queensbor- 
ougb.'' 

The  first  settlement  was  not  effected  till  1715,  and  firom  that  pe- 
riod till  1747  little  is  known  of  its  history ;  but  it  wius  then  the 
subject  of  a  hostile  attack  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  when  the 
small  town  was  burned  and  about  thirty  families  massacred. 

In  1766  a  fort  was  commenced  called  Fort  Edward,  from  whence 
a  road  was  cut  to  Lake  George,  north  of  it  about  30  miles,  where 
Fort  William  Henry  was  erected ;  and  in  1759,  General  Amherst 
having  passed  up  the  Hudson,  and  by  this  lake  to  Canada,  put  the 
count^  mto  such  a  state  of  securi^  as  to  induce  a  great  increase  of 
settlers,  especially  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  and  the  Mo- 
hawk riveis ;  while  the  nunters  among  the  Indian  tribes  resorted  to 
tins  spot  as  a  favourite  watering-place,  the  abundance  of  the  springs 
all  along  the  valley  occasioning  it  to  be  much  firequented  by  deer 
and  other  game. 

The  following  is  related  as  the  circumstance  which  first  gave 
celebrity  to  the  waters  of  Saratoga.  Sir  William  Johnson,  a  gen- 
eral of  the  British  army,  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  defence  of 
Fort  Vk^iam  Henry,  had  been  permitted  to  retire  from  the  army 
and  to  reside  at  Johnstown,  a  place  westward  of  Saratoga  about 
30  miles,  as  agent  for  the  Indians.    Being  much  indisposed,  and 
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being  a  great  favourite  with  the  Indians,  they  persuaded  him  to 
make  a  journey  to  the  Sprines,  to  whidi  he  assented,  and  he  was 
borne  on  a  litter  carried  by  me  Indians  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way.  He  remained  here  several  days,  being  supplied  with  game 
by  the  hunters  of  the  friendly  tribe,  all  of  them  dnnldng  largely  of 
the  only  mineral  sprinj;  then  open,  called  High  Rock  Spring,  till 
they  became  so  fond  ofthe  water  as  to  use  it  to  excess  for  mere  en- 
joyment In  the  end.  Sir  William  was  so  entirely  recovered  from 
his  illness  diat  he  was  strong  enough  to  walk  all  the  way  home 
(a  distance  of  30  miles)  on  foot ;  and  the  fame  of  this  cure  spread 
so  rapidly  through  the  country,  that  from  this  period  the  springs 
grew  into  greater  celebrity  every  year. 

It  was  in  1792  that  the  second  spring  was  discovered  by  Mr. 

John  Taylor  Gilman,  of  New-Hampshire,  subsequently  a  governor 

of  that  state,  and  at  that  time  a  member  of  Congress.    It  was  this 

^  which  causMi  it  to  be  called  the  "  Congress  Spring ;"  and  of  this 

there  is  fifty  times  the  quantity  drank  that  there  is  of  any  other. 

In  1800  the  first  large  hotel  was  built,  under  the  name  of  Union 
Hall.  In  1812  this  was  followed  by  a  still  larger  house,  called 
the  Congress  Hall.  In  1819  the  Pavilion,  another  large  hotels 
was  erected,  and,  lastly,  in  1824,  the  United  States  Hotel,  largor 
and  more*  commodious  than  any  of  its  predecessors,  was  opened* 
In  1827  the  village  was  incorporated  by  an  act  ofthe  Legislature, 
and  it  then  contamed  about  300  dwelling-houses  and  two  thousand 
inhabitants,  with  five  places  of  public  worship,  since  which  it  has 
been  constantly  on  the  increase. 

The  situation  of  the  village  is  pretty,  lying  generally  in  a  valley, 
but  with  sufficient  undulation  of  surface  in  and  near  it  to  make  it 
very  picturesque,  and  the  views  it  presents  from  the  neighbouring 
hills  are  varied  and  agreeable.  Like  most  of  the  American  vit 
lages  we  had  yet  seen,  the  main  street  is  of  ^reat  breadth — 140 
feet  at  least,  and  the  length  of  it  is  about  a  mde.  The  shops  and 
private  dwellings  are  small,  while  the  large  hotels  look  the  larger 
by  the  contrast 

Of  these  hotels  the  Congress  Hall  is  firequented  by  the  roost 
fashionable  classes,  those  who  pride  themselves  on  their  birth,  con- 
nexion, and  breeding  rather  than  their  wealth ;  and  this  is  conse- 
quently  the  aristocratic  or  Whig  house,  in  which  Conservative  doc- 
trines m  politics  and  religion  are  most  current  and  most  acceptable. 
The  United  States  Hotel  is  more  frequented  by  the  rich  mercantile 
classes,  whose  wealth  makes  their  importance  equal  in  degree, 
though  differing  in  its  source,  to  that  of  the  more  '^  ancient  fami- 
lies ;"  and  this  is  the  Democratic  house.  The  Union  Hall  is  fre- 
S[uented  chiefly  by  the  clergy  and  religious  families,  by  judges,  pro- 
essors,  and  erave  and  elderly  people  generally ;  and  this  is  called 
the  religious  house.  The  Pavilion  is  more  miscellaneous  in  its  com- 
pany, and  is  occupied  more  by  persons  who  make  a  short  stay  than 


by  those  who  retniun  for  any  length  of  time ;  and  this  is  cdled  the 
travellers'  house.  The  largest  of  these  will  accommodate  300  pez^ 
sons,  and  the  smallest  will  accommodate  200 ;  besides  these,  there 
are  smaller  hotels  and  private  boarding-houses ;  end  m  the  whole 
of  them  there  was  estimated  to  be  at  least  3000  strangers,  the  vil- 
lage hanng  at  presmt  more  company  than  on  any  former  occaaon 
fliat  can  be  remembered. 

The  environs  fiimish  many  agreeable  excursions,  at  distances 
varying  from  four  nules  to  forty.  The  nearest  is  Saratoea  Lake,  a 
beantitul  piece  of  water,  about  nine  miles  long  and  two  u  average 
Inreadth, resembling  in  its  character'the  softer  scenery  of  the  lalm 
of  Caroberiatid  ana  Westmoreland,  espedally  the  Lake  of  Winder* 
mere.  The  battle-ground  of  General  Bui^oyne's  defeat  and  sur* 
render  is  within  a  nde  of  two  hours,  and  forms  a  point  of  great  in- 
terest with  all  American  patriots.  The  Falls  ot  the  Hudson,  of 
which  there  are  three — ^Baker's  FaDs,  Glen's  Falls,  and  Hadley's 
FaDa — are  all  within  twenty  miles  of  Saratoga.  Lake  Geome  is 
about  thirty  miles,  and  the  richness  of  the  landscape-views  which 
it  presents,  the  transparent  clearness  of  its  water,  and  the  excellent 
sport  of  fii^g  ^th  which  it  abounds,  tend  to  make  this  the  ia- 
Tourite  excurnon. 

The  waters  of  Saratoga,  of  which  there  are  now  half  a  dozen 
separate  ^rings  open,  possess  nearly  the  same  properties  or  qaal- 
ities,  bmg  of  Uie  class  called  **  acidulous  saline  chalybeate,"  from 
having  carbonic  aod  gas,  salt,  and  iron  in  than  all,  varying  only 
in  the  prM^wrtions  of  the  different  substances  which  each  spring  con* 
tains.  The  Congress  water,  being  the  most  acidulous  and  saline,  6 
IB  drank  most  copiously,  and  exported  most  laively  from  hence  to 
cToy  part  of  the  Union  m  bottki.    It  leaembla  in  iti  taste  the 
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Seidlitz  and  Seltzer  waters  of  Germany ;  and,  if  drank  at  tbe 
spring  itself,  has  all  the  bridmess  of  sodawater. 

From  daylight,  therefore,  until  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
well  or  fountain,  which  is  enclosed  beneath  a  roof  supported  by  a 
colonnade  of  fluted  wooden  pillars,  is  crowded  with  drinkers,  and 
some  are  said  to  take  the  number  of  twenty  tumblers  of  the  water 
before  breakfast  A  circular  railway,  by  which  two  persons  can 
propel  themselves  round  a  circle  of  about  100  yards'  diameter  in 
an  ea^  chair,  is  judiciously  provided  within  the  distance  of  a  short 
Valk  uom  the  spring,  and  the  more  active  among  the  drinkers  re- 
pair to  it  for  exercise,  to  aid  the  effect  of  the  waters.  During  the 
day  the  more  chalybeate  qualities  of  Hamilton  and  Flat  Kock 
springs  are  taken ;  but  the  general  impression  here  is,  that  every- 
lx>dy  drinks  the  waters  to  excess,  and  that  quite  as  many  persons 
are  injured  as  benefited,  from  this  misuse  and  misapplication  of 
them. 
-^  The  Congress  water  is  used  in  making  bread  here,  serving  the 
purpose  of  yeast ;  and  the  bread  made  from  it  is  peculiarly  light 
and  agreeable.  The  respiration  of  all  breathing  creatures  is  re- 
markably affected  by  their  being  placed  in  contact  with  the  gas 
which  issues  from  the  surface  of  the  water  at  the  well.  This  eas 
is  indeed  fatal  to  animals  when  immersed  in  it ;  and  even  fisues 
and  froes,  though  aquatic  in  their  nature,  live  but  a  short  i)eriod 
after  bemg  placed  in  the  water.  The  temperature  of  the  spring  is 
so  little  affected  by  that  of  the  external  atmosphere,  that  water 
drawn  up  from  the  well  when  the  thermometer  stood  at  14°  below 
zero  in  the  open  air,  was  found  to  be  50°  of  temperature  above 
zero ;  and  when  the  same  experiment  was  tried  with  the  thermom- 
eter at  90°,  the  water  still  stood  at  50°,  as  before.  The  specific 
gravity  of  the  water  at  the  temperature  of  60°,  the  barometer  ran- 
ging at  29.5,  is  1009.7,  the  i>ure  water  being  1000 ;  and  for  the 
space  of  20  years,  during  which  repeated  experiments  have  been 
made,  the  specific  gravity  has  not  varied  more  than  one  fifUi  of  a 
grain. 

Dr.  Steel,  by  whom  these  experiments  were  tried,  and  whose 
analysis  of  the  waters,  made  during  a  twenty  years'  residence  at 
Saratoga,  is  regarded  as  the  best  authority,  mfers,  from  repeated 
examinations,  mat  the  spring  has  its  source  fit>ra  a  great  depth  in 
the  earth,  because  it  is  so  httle  affected  by  atmospheric  tempera- 
ture, either  of  heat  or  cold,  moisture  or  dryness ;  and  also  that  it 
retains  all  its  original  medicinal  properties,  from  its  undergomg  no 
change  in  its  specific  gravity,  it  is  found  to  contain  carbonic  acid, 
soda,  iron,  lime,  magnesia,  muriatic  acid,  p6tassa,  bromine,  and 
iodine. 

These  are  all  retained  in  the  water  for  exportation,  by  the  pro- 
cess of  letting  down  an  empty  glass  bottle  tnrou^h  a  square  tube 
which  forms  the  aperture  to  the  fountain,  and,  the  moment  it  is 
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drawn  up/dik^harging  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  water  to  coric  it 
well,  which  is  done  instantly  on  the  spot.  In  this  state  it  is  sent  to 
all  the  large  cities  of  the  Union ;  and  few  shifMt  leave  the  American 
ports  without  having  a  supply  of  Congress  water  among  their  cabin  i^ 
stores,  it  being  everywhere  acceptable  as  a  refreshing  and  agreea- 
ble beverage,  even  where  its  medicinal  properties  are  not  valued  or 
required,  and  never  being  injurious  unless  taken  to  great  excess. 

After  all,  however,  the  chief  attraction  of  Saratoga  to  visiters  is 
neither  the  mineral  waters  nor  the  salubrious  climate,  as  these  are 
mere  excuses  for  the  journey  to  nine  tenths  of  the  comers ;  but  tUft 
great  charm  to  the  vast  majority  is  the  gay  and  ever-changing  com« 
pany  that  is  found  here  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  especially 
of  the  opulent  classes,  into  which  it  is  the  constant  aim  and  desire 
of  those  who  are  not  opulent  to  get  admitted.  Hundreds  who,  in 
their  own  towns,  could  not  find  admittance  into  the  circles  of  fash-' 
ionable  society  there — for  the  rich  and  leading  families  of  Ammca 
are  quite  as  exclusive  in  their  coteries  as  the  aristocracy  of  £ng* 
land— come  to  Saratoga,  where,  at  Congress  Hall  or  Uie  United 
States,  by  the  moderate  payment  of  two  dollars  a  day,  they  maybe 
seated  at  the  same  table,  and  often  side  by  side  with  the  first  fami- 
lies of  the  country ;  promenade  in  die  same  piazza,  lounge  on  the 
sofas  in  the  same  drawme-room,  and  dance  in  the  same  quadrille 
with  the  most  fashionable  beaux  and  belles  of  the  land ;  and  thus, 
for  the  week  or  month  they  may  stay  at  Saratoga,  they  enjoy  all 
the  advantages  which  th^  position  would  midce  inaccessible  to 
them  at  home. 

On  the  whole,  perhaps,  Saratoga  affords  the  best  opportunity 
that  a  stranger  can  enjoy  for  seeing  American  society  on  &e  largest 
scale,  and  embracing  me  greatest  variety  of  classes  at  the  same 
time ;  for,  except  the  small  shopkeeper  and  mere  labourer,  every 
o&er  class  has  its  representative  here.  The  rich  merchant  tma 
New-Orleans,  and  the  wealthy  planter  from  Arkansas,  Alabama, 
and  Tennessee,  with  the  more  haughty  and  more  polished  land- 
owner from  Georgia,  the  Carolines,  and  Virginiar;  the  successful 
speculator  in  real  estate  from  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Michi- 
gan ;  the  rich  capitalist  from  Boston  and  New-York ;  the  grave 
Quaker  firom  Providence  and  Philadelphia ;  the  official  functionary 
from  Washington,  and  the  learned  professor  from  New-Haven, 
Cambridge,  and  Hartford,  all  mingle  together  in  strange  variety, 
and  present  such  strikinj^ly  different  yet  truly  characteristic  fea- 
tures, that  the  whole  Union  is  thus  broueht  llefore  the  eye  of  the 
stranger  at  one  view,  and  he  has  ample  fidd  for  observation  of  their 
several  representatives. 

Speaking  in  general  terms,  my  own  impression  was,  that  in  the 
company  at  Congress  Hall  especially  there  were  quite  as  many  ele- 
gant men,  and  a  great  many  more  beautiful  women,  than  are  usu- 
aUyseen  among  a  similar  number  of  persons  assembled  in  any  pub* 
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He  room  at  Brighton,  Cheltenham,  or  Bath.  Those  from  the  South 
bore  away  the  pabn  of  superiority  in  beauty  and  manners,  there  be- 
ing an  ease,  a  eraoe^and  an  elegance  or  polish  about  the  South- 
erners, whether  ladies  or  gentlemen,  which  those  of  the  North,  as  far 
as  my  observation  has  yet  extended,  do  not  attam.  The  women 
are  incomparably  more  beautiful;  and  we  saw  here  some  from 
Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  especially  from  Charleston,  Nor- 
folk, and  Baltimore,  that  would  grace  any  court  in  Europe ;  while 
from  Philadelphia  and  New- York  there  were  also  some  lovely  coun- 
Itoances,  e^edally  among  the  young. 

My  opinion,  indeed,  was  here  strongly  confirmed,  that  there  is  no 
country  in  Europe  in  which  there  are  so  many  beautiful  faces 
among  the  women  as  in  this ;  the  symmetry  of  their  features,  the 
contrast  between  the  marbly  whiteness  of  their  complexion,  and 
their  dark  eyes  and  hair,  small  mouths,  and  beautifully  white  and 
regular  teeth,  are  the  chief  traits  of  their  beauty.  But,  on  the  other 
himd,  they  want  the  fiill  development  of  figure  and  bust,  as  well  as 
the  rosy  complexion  and  coral  lips,  of  the  healthy  English  beauty ; 
and  are  still  more  deficient  in  that  gayety  and  animation  whidi  a 
brilliant  female  countenance  so  often  expresses  in  the  look  of  in« 
tdligenoe,  and  gbw  of  feeling  and  sentiment,  which  accompany 
Ihe  utterance  of  a  well-educated  and  well-bred  woman  at  home. 

The  American  ladies  did  not  appear  to  me  to  evince  the  same 
passionate  admiration  which  is  constantly  witnessed  among  Eng« 
ush  females  for  the  pursuit  or  object  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
Neither  painting,  sculpture,  poetry,  nor  music ;  neither  the  h^her 
topics  of  intellectual  conversation,  nor  the  lighter  beauties  of  the 
belles  lettres,  seem  to  move  them  from  the  general  apathy  and  m- 
diffiar^ce,  or  coldness  of  temperament,  which  is  their  most  remark* 
able  defect  In  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  in  Germany, 
France,  and  Italy,  and  even  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  well-educated 
women  evince  an  enthusiasm,  and  express,  because  they  feel,  a  pas- 
sionate delight  in  speaking  of  works  of  art  which  they  have  seen, 
of  literary  productions  which  they  have  read,  or  of  poetry  or  music 
which  they  may  have  heard ;  and  the  sympathy  which  they  thus 
kmdle  in  the  minds  of  others  only  seems  to  increase  the  fervour 
and  intensity  of  their  own.  Among  the  American  ladies  of  the 
best  education,  I  have  never  yet  witnessed  anything  approaching 
to  this ;  and  as  it  is  not  deficiency  of  information — ^for  most  of  them 
possess  a  wider  drcle  of  knowledge,  in  whatever  is  taught  at  school, 
than  ladies  do  with  us — it  must  be  a  deficiency  of  taste  and  feelmg. 

Whedier  this  is  the  result  of  climate  or  physical  temperament,  as 
some  suppose,  or  the  mere  influence  of  cold  manners,  as  others 
imagine,  1  cannot  determine ;  though  I  am  inclined  to  adopt  the 
former  suppoation,  because  the  same  phlegmatic  temperament  is 
evmced  in  the  progress  of  that  which,  u  women  have  any  passion 
«t  all,  however  deepnseated  it  may  b^  will  asnu:edly  bring  it  oat : 
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I  mem  the  progress  of  their  attachments  or  loyes;  for  I  have  neither 
heard  nor  seen  any  evidence  of  that  all-absorbing  and  romantie 
feeling,  by  which  mis  passion  is  accompanied  in  its  devdopment, 
in  all  the  countries  I  have  named ;  and,  although  probaUy  the 
American  women  make  the  most  fiEuthiul  wives  and  most  correct 
members  of  society  that  any  nation  or  community  can  furnish,  I  do 
not  think  they  love  with  the  same  intenaty  as  the  women  of  Eu- 
rope, or  would  be  ready  to  make  such  sacrifices  of  personal  consdd* 
eration,  in  rank,  fortune,  or  conveniences  of  life,  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  the  object  of  tfieir  affections,  as  women  readily  and  per-* 
petually  do  with  us. 

Whether  this  is  an  advantage  or  a  disadvantage,  I  will  not  un- 
dertake to  say,  but  of  the  fact  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  to  the  same 
cause,  the  coldness  of  temperament,  I  attribute  the  absence  of  all 
endiusiasm  among  them  in  regard  to  literature  and  the  arts,  which 
they  cultivate  as  a  matter  of  duty,  and  not  from  ardent  admiration 
or  love  of  the  pursuit ;  and  in  which,  for  this  very  reason,  they 
rarely  ojr  never  arise  above  mediocrity  in  their  knowledge  or  prac- 
tice of  d&em. 

Of  the  men  in  the  fashionable  drcles  of  society  here,  the  differ- 
ence between  the  old  and  the  young  is  veiy  striking.  The  old 
men  from  the  South,  and  from  Carouna  and  Virginia  espedally, 
are  what  would  be  called  perfect  gentlemen  of  the  old  school  with 
us:  precise,  yet  elegant  in  their  dress;  courteous  and  affable  in 
their  manners ;  hi^h-toned  in  their  politics  and  taste ;  lax  in  their 
morality  while  fEmion  sanctions  their  conduct ;  warm  in  their  at- 
tachments; fierce  in  their  resentments ;  and  punctilious  in  all  points 
of  honour  and  etiquette.  The  remains  of  the  feudal  system  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  the  laws  of  entail  ensted,  and  where  large  estates  de* 
floended  hereditarily  from  father  to  elder  son,  sustained  this  state 
of  manners  and  feelmg ;  and  Virginia  is  still  called  ^  The  Old  Do-  ^ 
minion,"  as  if  to  preserve  the  recollection  of  its  ancient  condition 
as  a  colony  of  the  British  crown. 

The  younger  men  among  the  fashionables  are  almost  all  copyists 
of  the  dress,  style,  and  manners  of  the  ^  young  men  about  town,'' 
as  they  are  called  in  London,  and  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  fop- 
pery of  dress,  and  the  assumption  of  beards,  mustaches,  and  other 
exotic  fashions,  as  if  they  were  either  foreigners  themselves,  or  had 
travelled  so  lona;  on  the  Ck>ntinent  of  Europe  as  to  bear  about  them 
the  marks  of  meir  sojourn  at  Rome,  Naples,  and  Paris.  Tbeir 
manners,  too,  like  those  of  our  ^  young  men  about  town,''  are  rather 
familiar  than  elegant,  and  more  remarkable  for  bnuquerie  and  non- 
chalance  than  for  coiurtesy  or  refinement 

The  inferiority  of  the  young  to  the  old  among  the  men  in  high 
life  is  as  great  in  their  conversation  as  in  their  manners,  and  greater 
even  than  the  difference  of  th^r  ages  would  justify.  Even  Mr. 
Cooper,  a  writer  of  their  own  nation,  has  remarked  upon  this  de» 
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tteneracj  or  decline^  and  all  I  haye  seen  fully  justifies  his  remarks. 
Ifesaysi 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  general,  America  has  retrograded  in  man- 
ners within  the  last  thirty  years.  Boys,  and  even  men,  wear  their  hats 
in  the  houses  of  all  classes,  and  before  persons  of  all  ages  and  condi- 
tions. This  is  not  independence,  but  vulffarity ;  for  nothing  sooner  dis- 
tinguishes a  gentleman  from  a  blackguard  than  the  habitual  attention  of 
the  former  to  the  minor  civilities  established  by  custom.  It  has  been 
truly  said,  that  the  man  who  is  well  dressed  respects  himself  more  and 
behaves  himself  better  than  the  man  that  is  ill  dressed ;  but  it  ia  still 
4nore  true,  that  the  man  who  commences  with  a  strict  observance  of  the 
commoner  civilities,  will  be  the  most  apt  to  admit  of  the  influence  of  re- 
fineibent  on  his  whole  character. 

"  The  defects  in  American  deportment  are,  notwithstanding,  numer- 
ous and  palpable.  Among  the  first  may  be  ranked  insubordination  in 
ehildren,  and  a  general  want  of  respect  for  age.  The  former  viee 
may  be  ascribed  to  the  business  habits  of  the  country,  which  leave  so 
little  time  for  parental  instruction,  and  perhaps,  in  some  decree,  to  the 
arts  of  political  agents,  who,  with  their  own  advantage  in  view,  amonff 
the  other  expedients  of  their  cunninff,  have  resorted  to  the  artifice  of 
separating  children  fh>m  their  natural  advisers,  by  calling  meetings  of 
the  young  to  decide  on  the  fortunes  and  policy  of  the  country.  £very 
advertisement  calling  assemblies  of  the  young  to  deliberate  on  national 
eoncems  ought  to  be  deemed  an  insult  to  the  good  sense,  the  modesty, 
and  tlM  filial  piety  of  the  class  to  which  it  is  addressed.'' 

The  youngy  indeed,  of  both  sexes  carry  on  matters  just  as  they 
please,  the  young  women  reigning  supreme  in  parties  of  pleasure 
as  the  youn^  men  do  in  deciding  on  political  affairs ;  so  that  the 
old  seem  eiUier  to  be  left  on  the  shc^  altogether,  or  only  brought 
qpon  the  stage  to  look  on,  bestow  their  approbation,  and  pay  the 
expense.  Here  at  Saratoga,  in  all  the  parties  we  visited,  whether 
balls,  concerts,  or  promenades,  the  married  ladies  were  seemingly 
only  valued  as  persons  necessary  to  ^ve  countenance  to  the  assem* 
^  Uing  of  the  young ;  while  these  usurped  all  authority  and  influence^ 
and  monopolized  the  exclusive  attention  of  the  men. 

It  has  been  thought  by  many  that  the  excessive  confidence  re* 
posed  in  the  young,  and  the  liberty  they  are  permitted  to  enjoy  in 
oeing  so  frequently  alone  together,  are  more  favourable  to  the  virtne 
of  both  than  if  they  were  under  more  restraint  This  may  be  true 
to  a  certain  extent;  but  I  should  myself  be  disposed  to  attribute  the 
absence  of  daneer  much  more  to  the  coldness  of  temperament,  of 
wbkh  I  have  before  spoken,  than  to  any  other  cause ;  but,  after 
maldnff  every  allowance  for  the  operation  of  both,  I  cannot  but 
fliink  Uiat  the  gay  season  at  Saratoga  is  a  very  unfavourable  prep« 
aration  for  the  discharge  of  those  social  and  domestic  duties  which 
all  are  sooner  or  later  called  upon  to  discharge. 

Take  the  general  routine  of  a  day  at  the  Springs  as  an  exan^le. 
All  rise  betNveen  6  and  7  o'clock,  and  at  half  past  7  Ae  drawings 
room  of  each  of  the  larger  hotels  is  filled  with  from  200  to  300  per- 
iODS|  promenading  till  ue  folding  doors  arethrawn  open  for  admi^ 
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aoo  to  the  dining-hall,  when  this  large  number  seat  themselvea  at 
breakfast  The  meal  is  generally  a  substantial  one,  a  variety  of 
dishes  being  placed  on  the  table,  and  few  persons  breakfasting  with* 
out  partaking  of  some  description  of  animal  food ;  but  the  rapidi^ 
with  which  it  is  despatched  is  its  most  remarirable  feature,  the  long*' 
est  time  taken  by  uie  slowest  being  never  more  than  15  minuteSi 
some  of  the  quickest  getting  through  the  meal  in  5  mmutes,  and 
the  average  number  occupying  about  10. 
In  the  busy  cities,  the  reason  asn^ned  fcnr  this  haste  is  the  keea 

Eursuit  of  business,  and  the  eaeer  desire  to  set  to  the  countings 
ouse  or  store ;  but  here,  with  &e  entire  day  before  them,  and  no* 
thing  whatever  to  do,  they  eat  with  just  the  same  haste  as  at  other 
places.  The  contest  for  tne  dishes  is  a  perfect  scramble ;  the  noise 
and  clatter  of  the  waiters  and  their  wares  are  absolutely  deafening ; 
no  one  gets  precisely  what  he  wants,  though  every  one  b  searching 
after  something.  Tne  quiet  elegance  of  an  Engli^  breakfast  is  as 
great  a  contrast  to  the  noisy  rudeness  of  an  American  meal  as  can 
well  be  conceived,  even  when  both  are  taken  in  public  hotels  like 
fliese.  Elegance  of  manners  in  such  a  scene  as  tnis  is  quite  out  of 
the  question.  People  eat  as  if  they  were  afraid  that  tneir  plate8 
were  about  to  be  snatched  from  them  before  they  had  done ;  mas* 
tication  may  be  said  to  be  almost  entirely  omitted ;  and  in  nine 
cases  out.of'^ten,  persons  do  not  remain  in  their  chairs  to  finish  the 
meal,  short  as  it  is,  but  rise  with  the  last  mouthful  still  unswallow^ 
ed,  and  dispose  of  it  gradually  as  they  walk  along. 

The  period  between  breakfast  at  8  o'clock  and  dinner  at  2  « 
occupied  by  the  more  active  in  excursions  to  the  surrounding  points 
of  attraction,  on  horseback  or  in  carriages ;  but  the  greater  num- 
ber remain  at  home ;  and  the  drawing-room  is  then  ^the  general 
lounge,  where  groups  of  the  young  are  formed,  who  nt  for  hours 
engi^ed  in  the  merest  gossip  of  t^ing  talk,  for  it  hardly  deserves 
the  name  of  conversation ;  and  neither  books,  muac,  nor  drawii^ 
occupy  any  portion  of  the  time. 

Dressing  for  dinner  fills  up  a  vacant  hour;  at  one  and  at  half 
past  one  the  draiprine-room  is  again  crowded  with  the  promenading 
parties  waiting  for  uie  opening  of  the  folding  doors  to  admit  them 
to  dinner  The  hurry  and  biKtie  of  the  breakfast  scene  are  agam 
repeated,  with  little  of  table  enjoyment  to  reconcile  the  parties  to 
the  heat  and  noise  of  the  room.  The  fare  is  what  m  England 
would  be  called  coarse  and  bad,  the  dishes  few  in  number,  and 
wretchedly  cooked,  besides  being  all  lukewarm ;  and  the  misera« 
ble  sprinlding  of  bad  vegetables  bemg  almost  as  cold  as  if  they 
had  been  dr^ed  on  the  preceding  day ;  no  covers  forthe  dishes  or 
warm  plates  for  drti  ^ests;  no  appointed  carvers;  an  insufficient 
cy  of  attendants ;  and,  altorother,  an  ill-managed  and  an  ill-enjoyed 
dlinner.'  The  escape  from  mis  is  almost  as  rapid  as  firom  the  break- 
ftit,  and  16  minutes  mtj  be  regarded  as  the  average  time  occupied 
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ia  it;  ihou^h  a  few  may  sit,  perhaps,  from  20  to  35  minutes,  bul 
none  for  hsdf  an  hour. 

The  afternoon  is  literally  whiled  away  between  the  drawing- 
loom  and  the  deeping-room,  or  in  the  spacious  and  shady  piazzas 
or  verandas,  in  one  of  which,  fronting  the  garden  at  the  back  kA 
the  house,  the  gentlemen  retire  to  smoke  their  cigars,  and  in  the 
other,  in  front  of  the  house,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  not  otherwise 
occupied,  mingle  in  the  promenade.  In  all  the  great  houses  ev- 
erytmng  is  sacrificed  to  appearance.  The  jnazzas  are  of  splendid 
dimendons,  200  feet  by  20,  and  50  feet  high,  supported  by  lofb^ 
pillars,  entwined  with  spiral  wreaths  of  foliage ;  the  dinine-halls 
capable  of  seatmg  400  persons ;  the  drawing-rooms,  especially  that 
of  the  United  States,  of  magnificent  dimensions  and  handsomely 
furnished ;  but  the  bedrooms  are  generally  exceedingly  small,  those 
of  Congress  Hall  especially,  scantily  provided,  and  altogether  infe* 
rior  to  what  the  scale  and  style  of  the  house,  in  other  respects, 
would  warrant  the  visiter  to  expect 

The  third  meal,  of  tea,  is  taken  at  seven  o'clock,  and  is,  m  short, 
a  supper,  as  meats  of  various  kinds  are  placed  on  the  table,  which 
is  covered  with  a  tablecloth  as  at  dinner,  and  at  which  the  200  or 
300  visiters  seat  themselves  in  the  same  way.  This  is  got  through 
\nth  the  same  rapidity  as  the  two  preceding  ones,  no  fatigue  du- 
ring the  day,  or  anv  other  consideration,  inducing  persons  to  relax 
in  the  least  firom  the  hurry  with  which  everything  is  done  in  this 
country ;  a  feature  that  is  thus  expressed  by  an  American  writer  in 
one  of  thdr  public  journals : 

**  Tn  American  Chabactbr. — We  are  bom  in  a  hurry,**  says  an  Amer- 
ican writer ;  **  we  are  educated  at  speed.  We  make  a  fortune  with  the 
wave  of  a  wand,  and  lose  it  in  like  manner,  to  remake  and  relose  it 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  Our  body  is  a  locomotive,  travelling  at  the 
rate  of  ten  leagues  an  hour ;  our  spirit  is  a  high-pressure  engine ;  our 
life  resembles  a  shooting  star;  and  death  surprises  us  like  an  electric 
shock.'* 

The  evenings  are  more  varied  than  the  day,  as  there  is  some- 
times a  ball,  and  sometimes  a  ^'  hop,"  as  it  b  termed  here,  the  dif- 
ference beinff,  that  at  the  former  a  full-dress  is  expected,  at  the 
latter  the  on&nary  dinner-dress  will  suffice ;  occasionally  there  is  a 
concert,  somethnes  a  display  of  ventriloquism,  now  and  then  a  farce 
by  a  company  of  strolling  players,  and  this  a^ain  varied  by  a  con- 
juror  with  tricks  of  legerdemain.  It  is  in  this  vein  of  the  triflmg 
and  the  ridiculous  that  the  taste  is  said  to  run  at  all  times  here,  and 
certainly  during  our  short  stay  it  was  made  pretty  manifest  by  the 
crowded  audience  of  the  most  fashionable  of  the  visiters  at  the 
United  States  and  the  Congress  Hall,  to  hear  a  Dr.  Irving,  from 
South  Carolina,  deliver  what  were  called  two  ^  popular  mscour- 

The  first  of  them  was  one  of  the  most  empty  rhodomontades  that 
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it  was  ever  my  fate  to  listen  to,  being  an  attempted  imitation  of 
*^  Passages  from  the  Diary  of  a  Physician/'  originally  published  in 
Blackwood's  Magazine,  narrating  real  occurrences  m  the  families 
of  patients  in  South  Carolina,  and  giving  expression  to  the  most  li- 
centious principles  and  feelings,  in  afiected  descriptions  of  We* 
scenes  between  the  young  assistant  surgeon,  who  had  to  attend  the 
parents  in  his  medical  capacity,  and  the  daughter  of  his  patients, 
80  ofiensiTe  that,  though  it  was  patiently  listened  to  by  some,  many 
rose  and  left  the  room  before  it  was  ended,  and  nearly  all  whom  1 
heard  express  an  opinion  on  the  sulgect  condemned  it  in  no  meas- 
ured terms.  This  he  called  his  *^  Penseroso,"  and  at  the  close  of 
it  he  announced  that  this  appeared  to  give  such  general  satisfac- 
tion, he  should  try  his  hand  at  an  ^  Allegro,"  the  subject  of  which 
wodd  shortly  be  made  public 

Accordingly,  on  the  next  morning  a  handbill  appeared,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  A  Card. — Dr.  Irving,  encouraged  by  the  flattering  attention  bestowed 
upon  his  first  lecture,  respectfully  announces  his  intention  to  deliver,  on 
Thursday  evening,  August  3,  in  the  saloon  of  Congress  Hall,  commen- 
cing at  half  past  eight,  a  satirical  review  of  the  nursery  ballad  of  *  Little 
pock  Robin ;'  considered  as  a  great  modem  Epic,  alter  the  moat  ap* 
proved  mode  of  reviewing  works  in  general,  and  poems  in  particular. 

'▲U  the  birds  fell 

To  sighing  and  8ol>bing, 
When  they  beard  teU 
Of  the  death  of  Cock  Robin.' 

*^  Admittance  50  cents.  Tickets  may  be  procured  at  the  principal  ho* 
tels  and  at  the  reading-rooms." 

I  attended  this  to  see  what  would  be  the  character  of  the  au- 
dience, what  the  reception  of  the  speaker,  and  what  the  impression 
made  by  his  discourse,  hardly  expecting  there  would  be  many  pres* 
ent,  as  I  thought  the  native  Americans  would  rather  be  disposed  - 
to  resent  such  an  affront  to  their  taste  and  understanding  than  to 
patronise  it  by  a  very  large  attendance.  In  this,  however,  I  was 
mistaken,  for  there  were  certainly  not  less  than  600  persons  pres- 
ent, and  those  of  the  first  style  of  fashion,  from  the  two  principal 
hotels,  including  old  and  young,  and  about  an  equal  number  of 
both  sexes,  including  grave  and  venerable  gentlemen  of  70,  and 
matronly  ladies  of  60,  with  all  the  beaux  and  belles  between  15 
and  20. 

The  speaker  was  received  in  silence,  as  it  is  not  usual  for  an  au- 
dience to  applaud,  except  at  the  theatres  and  political  meetings. 
As  he  proceeded  to  develop  his  subject,  which  was  a  tissue  of  tne 
most  absurd  and  puerile  conceits,  and  abortive  attempts  at  wit  and 
humour,  that  I  evgr  remember  to  have  witnessed,  there  was  a  great 
variety  in  the  expressions  of  the  auditors'  countenances.  Some 
endeavoured  to  force  a  smile,  as  if  to  show  that  they  had  sagacity 
enoi]^h  to  perceive  the  wit  intended ;  some  looked  more  ashamed 
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for  themselves  at  being  present  than  for  the  speaker  as  an  orator  of 
their  own  country ;  but  the  ^eat  majority  were  evidently  uncom- 
fortable at  their  present  position,  sorry  that  they  had  got  into  it,  but 
wanting  courage  enough  to  rise  and  go  out,  though  some  did  thb 
before  Sie  discourse  was  half  over. 

As  the  former  narrative,  of  the  loves  of  a  youn^  physician  and 
his  patient's  daughter,  was  thickly  interspersed  with  pictures  bor- 
dering  on  the  lascivious,  at  which  I  do  not  think  a  female  au- 
dience would  have  sat  still  for  many  minutes  in  England,  so  this 
second  discourse  was  interlarded  with  the  most  fulsome  appeals  to 
tiie  beauty  and  tenderness  of  the  young  ladies,  as  the  "  loves  of  so- 
ciety,'' and  the  gallantry  and  devotedness  of  die  young  men,  as  the 
^  cock-robins  and  sparrows  of  the  community,"  in  a  strain  that  waa 
at  once  insulting  to  the  imderstanding,  as  it  was  offensive  to  all 
mind^  of  deUcacy  or  good  taste.  Nevertheless,  by  a  large  number 
of  the  audience,  the  speaker  was  applauded  to  the  echo,  at  which 
the  old  looked  abashed,  and  the  middle-aged  embarrassed':  yet  for 
a  long  hour  and  a  halif  was  this  most  insufferable  tediousness  be- 
stowed upon  the  audience,  and  their  indulgent  forbearance  coolly 
taken  by  the  speaker  as  a  proof  of  their  very  flattering  approbation 
of  his  critical  and  oratorical  labours.  ^ 

On  retiring  to  the  drawing-room  I  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
directly,  and  overhearing  indirectly,  in  the  crowded  promenade,  in 
which  all  joined,  a  number  of  opinions  deUvered  on  this  Uterary 
performance.  Some  expressed  their  unqualified  disgust,  and  thought 
tills  feeling  ought  to  have  been  evinced  in  some  public  manner ; 
but  these  were  very  few ;  the  greater  number  admitted  that  it  was 
the  most  arrant  nonsense  they  had  ever  heard,  but  thought  that  it 
was  not  patriotic  to  run  it  down,  since,  after  all,  it  was  the  per- 
formance of  a  native  American ;  and  some,  who  had  noticed  my 
being  present,  and  who  supposed  it  probable  that  I  should  give 
to  the  world  some  account  of  my  travels  in  America,  expressed  a 
hope  that  I  should  not  mention  anything  so  discreditable  to  the  taste 
of  an  American  audience  in  my  Journu. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Senntivenen  of  Americans  to  foreini  Censure. — Opinioo  of  Mr.  Latrobe  on  Americtn 
Character.— Eirfi  Eflects  produced  by  Hotel  and  Boarding-hoose  Life. — Too  early  io 
troduction  of  the  Young  to  public  Society.— Effects  on  the  Taste  and  Manners  of  thd  * 
more  advanced.— Disadvsntages  to  married  and  eldeHy  Persons.— No  Return  for  this 
in  improved  Health  or  Vigour.— Equal  AppHcability  of  this  to  English  Watemut 
ptaCM.— Suggestion  of  a  better  Miv<«  o*"  —■';;-■  »--f««^'  isxcursrons.— Benencial 
^f-~"i~  wmni  woaia  now  from  Its  adoption  —Deaths  of  two  inmates  of  the  House  at 
Santoga.— loipressive  Solemnity  of  a  Quaker  Funeral.— Address  of  an  Eider  or  Pa* 
triarch  of  the  Society.— Affecting  Prayer  of  the  Mother  of  the  Deceased.— Effect  pro- 
duced on  the  whole  Assembly.— Contrast  with  more  gorgeous  Funersls.— Quakers 
universally  friendly  to  Abolition.— Many  of  the  American  Clergy  Apologists  for 
Slavery. — Prejudices  on  Republicanism  and  on  Monarchy.— Opinion  of  Mr.  Cooper, 
the  American,  on  Slavery. — Fallacies  of  the  Arguments  used  on  this  Subject.— Poblie 
Meeting  at  Saratoga  on  Education.— Public  Meeting  at  Ballston  on  Temperance.— 
Comparison  between  English  and  American  Farmers.— Difference  in  the  Appearance 
of  the  Females. 

One  of  the  most  strildng  features  of  the  American  character  is  i 
ihe  extreme  sensitiveness  of  all  classes  to  the  opinions  of  foreigners ; 
itnd  it  is  only  to  the  fact  of  their  being  the  opinions  of  foreigners 
that  they  object;  for  the  same  censures,  coming  from  one  of  their 
own  nation,  are  scarcely  heeded.  The  North,  for  instance,  will 
abuse  the  South  in  unmeasured  terms,  both  in  their  public  journals 
and  at  public  meetings,  as  a  set  of  impnncipled,  licentious,  reckkte 
slaveholders,  sharpers,  and  gamblers  combined.  The  South  ^1 
return  the  compliment,  by  calling  the  men  of  the  North  a  set  of 
cold,  selfish,  calculating,  canting  hypocrites,  desiring  to  pursue  tiidr 
schemes  of  pretended  philanthropy  at  the  expense  of  their  fellow* 
citizens,  committing  acts  of  fraud  and  overreaching  during  the  week, 
and  wipmg  it  off  with  sanctimonious  faces  and  long  prayers  on 
Sundays.  The  democratic  party  will  accuse  its  political  opponents 
of  being  grants,  oppressors,  and  bloodsuckers,  preying  on  the  vitals 
of  the  nation,  holding  the  power  of  the  banks,  to  make  themselves 
a  moneyed  aristocracy,  and  traitors  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
The  aristocratic  party,  here  called  the  Whigs,  will  denounce  the 
Democrats  as  agrarians,  levellers,  incendiaries,  and  plunderers,  who 
desire  to  seize  the  property  of  the  rich  and  divide  it  among  tiiem- 
selves,  and  whose  designs  are  fraught  with  the  utmost  danger  to 
property,  morality,  and  religion. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  either  of  these  parties  themselves  be- 
lieve what  they  say  of  their  opponents.  It  is  hardly  possible  that 
they  should  not  know  that  it  is  not  true.  But  it  serves,  or  is  sup- 
posed to  serve,  the  interests  of  the  respective  parties  so  to  denounce 
and  vilify  each  other,  that  if  a  collection  could  be  made  of  all  that 
the  American  speakers  and  writers  say  of  all  part9  and  sections  of 
their  own  country  in  turn,  it  might  be  pronounced,  upon  their  own 
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respective  authorities^  to  be  worse  than  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in 
the  very  height  of  their  wickedness.  Whi}e  this  warfare  against 
each  other  still  goes  on,  however,  let  but  an  English  traveller  ven- 
ture to  express  an  opinion  of  the  inferiority  of  the  American  people 
to  his  own  countrymen,  in  any  the  most  trifling  particular,  whether 
in  beauty  or  healthiness  of  appearance,  dress,  manners,  accomplish- 
ments, taste,  or  any  other  quality,  and  every  one  will  be  up  in  arms 
against  him.  This  is  not  because  the  observations  are  unjust  (for 
they  could  not  be  so  deemed  by  those  who  say  much  worse  thin^ 
o£>««ok  ^^auurL  but  because  th^  are  uttered  by  a  foreigner,  who  is 
guilty,  according  to  their  notions,  or  ^n  xnUU  «oaim  far  the  hflicb 
talities  he  may  have  received,  in  speaking  even  the  truth  of  mim^ 
if  it  does  not  place  them  in  the  most  favourable  point  of  view  pos- 
sible. 

Among  the  more  sensible  and  more  liberal  of  the  Americans, 
there  are  many  who  think  that  it  is  highly  advantageous  to  the  na- 
tion at  large  to  have  its  defects  pointed  out  by  those  who  can  dis- 
cern them;  for  many  things  are  perceptible  to  the  foreign  eye, 
which,  from  habitual  famuiarity,  escape  the  native  vision;  and 
bence  the  wise  wish  of  Bums, 

«0h!  that  the  godt  the  fift  woald  gi' Qt  '**       tt 

To  aqe  ounelvee  m  othen  eee  us." 

I  have  already  quoted  the  observations  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  his  address  to  the  Alumni  of  Princeton  College  on 
this  subject ;  and  I  subjoin  some  very  iust  remarks  to  the  same 
purpose  from  a  judicious  and  impartial  observer,  Mr.  Latrobe,  who 
sajr% 

**  Well  may  the  foreigner  be  surprised  at  the  utter  perversity  and  sen- 
sitivenest  of  mind  of  by  far  the  greater  majorit)[  of  Americans,  of  what- 
ever class,  in  taking  to  heart  and  bitterly  resenting  any  chance  remarks 
upon  the  men  and  manners  of  a  given  district,  wheil  perhaps  not  ex- 
actly of  a  laudatory  description,  thus  making  the  quarrel  of  one  division 
of  the  community  the  quarrel  of  all.  In  this  respect  there  is  doubtless 
a  charaeteristic  nationality  of  feeling.  To  see  a  gentleman  of  Boston 
or  Baltimore  resenting,  by  word  or  deed,  the  sketch  published  to  the 
worid  of  the  socieur  of  a  district  of  the  West,  borders  on  the  ludicrous ; 
the  more  so  as,  if  untravelled,  they  are  frequently  as  ignorant  of  the 
state  of  things  there  as  a  stay-at-home  Englishman  might  be  supposed 
to  be.  It  impresses  one  with  the  idea  that  the  iuhabitants  of  the  United 
States— little  mercy  as  they  show  each  other  in  their  stormy  political 
contests,  little  measure  as  they  hold  in  their  terms  of  satire  and  obloquy, 
defamation,  and  abuse  of  parties  and  individuals  in  their  public  prints- 
are  sensitive,  as  a  people,  beyond  example,  to  criticism  from  without, 
and  more  particularly  so  when  the  observation  comes  from  an  inhabitant 
of  Britain.    This  weakness  amounts  to  a  national  disease.^' 

If  these  pages  shall  be  read  by  any  friends  of  mine  in  America, 
from  whom  I  have  received  the  kind  and  friendly  attentions  for 
which  I  freely  acknowledge  myself  their  debtor^  I  shall  be  blamed 
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perhaps  by  tbem  for  saying,  what  I  nevertheless  think  to  be  true, 
that  the  habit  of  living  at  public  hotels  or  boarding-houses^  and 
being  crowded  together  in  large  and  ill-assorted  assemblages,  is 
highly  detrimental  to  the  formation  of  character  in  the  young,  and 
far  more  calculated  to  vulgarize  and  corrupt  the  ta^  than  to  re* 
fine  it. 

This  mode  of  life  introduces  the  young  of  both  sexes  much  too 
early  into  public  life,  and  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest  dis* 
advantage.  Young  children  of  six  and  seven  years  of  age  are 
hei0  seen  at  concerts,  balls,  and  '*  hops"  at  hours  when  they  should  ^ 
1ld('%bed;  and  passing  the  day  in  the  most  frivolous  amusements, 
pfa^g  at  checkers  or  backgammon,  coquetting  and  flirting  in  the 
gardens,  eating  and  drinking  of  everything  at  table,  however  great 
the  variety,  without  a  single  restraint  on  the  full  indulgence  of  their 
wills,  and  with  no  usefiu  or  instructive  occupation  or  pursuit  for 
weeks  in  succession. 

On  those  of  riper  age,  the  young  men  and  girls  of  fifteen  to  eigh- 
teen, the  effect  of  such  a  desultory  life  must  be  equally  injurious. 
Accustomed  thus  early  to  a  round  of  flatteries  and  pleasures,  they  • 
imbibe  a  distaste  for  steady  and  persevering  application  to  any-, 
|w    -  fting,  and  acquire  a  fondness  for  excitement,  and  a  taste  for  frivol- 
^^^    ity  and  gayety,  which  makes  home  dull  and  gloomy  after  the  dissi- 

i)ation  of  the  hotel ;  while  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  they 
ong  for  the  return  of  the  period  when  they  may  be  released  from 
the  monotonous  round  of  inere  social  enjoyments,  to  plunge 
bto  the  more  exciting  lUl^r^  of  Ballston,  Saratoga,  or  th 
ginia  Springs.  ^V^ 

Even  on  the  married  and  more  elderly  people  who  make 
annual  visits,  and  often  prolong  them  by  alternations  of  journeying 
and  halting,  the  effect  is  far  from  beneficial.  It  relaxes  the  whole- 
some authority  of  parents  over  children,  and  makes  the  bond  of  fil- 
ial respect  and  obedience  grow  continually  weaker  and  weaker', 
because,  on  such  excursions,  a  hundred  things  must  be  permitted 
or  overlooked,  and  suffered  to  be  passed  over  with  impunity,  which 
would  not  be  sanctioned  at  home.  The  means  of  discipline  are  ab- 
sent, and  the  end  is,  therefdJhi,  for  a  while  lost  sight  of  or  suspend- 
ed. Indulgences  of  all  kinds,  in  food,  dress,  and  entertainment,  are 
f  ranted,  because  they  cannot,  without  much  greater  trouble,  be  with- 
eld.  Consecutive  reading  of  any  description  is  thought  to  be  im- 
practicable, and  nothing  but  scraps  or  fragments  of  the  lightest  and 
most  worthless  kind  are  ever  suffered  to  occupy  their  min£ ;  indus- 
trious application  to  anything  ii  thought  to  be  out  of  place ;  habits 
of  listlessness  and  idleness  are  contracted ;  and  the  mental  bow 
becomes  so  frequently  and  long  relaxed,  that  it  is  very  diflEicult  to 
string  it  again  in  anything  like  its  original  tension. 

If,  in  return  for  these  evils,  or  as  a  counterbalance  to  them,  any 
great  good  was  derived,  it  would  be  leas  to  be  deplored ;  but  I 
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could  not  discover  that  there  was  any.  It  is  almost  admitted  by 
common  consent,  that  quite  as  large  a  number  of  the  visiters  are  in- 
jured by  taking  the  waters  to  excess,  as  are  benefited  by  taking 
them  in  a  moderate  degree ;  while  the  largest  portion  of  visiters 
are  those  who  either  do  not  drink  the  waters  at  all,  of  which  there 
are  many,  or  on  whom  they  produce  neither  good  nor  evil  effects. 
No  exercise  is  taken  by  the  greatest  number  of  a  nature  to  benefit 
the  physical  firame,  as  three  fourths  of  the  whole  body  of  visiters 
literally  lounge  away  their  time  in  the  drawing-room  and  piazzas, 
•the  elderly  gentlemen  smoking  cigars  and  reading  the  newspapers, 
and  the  elderly  ladies  sitting  on  sofas  and  fanning  thenuMp'ii; 
while  the  younger  of  both  sexes  alternately  gather  round  in  ^cMp- 
ing  groups  for  the  idlest  chit-chat,  and  promenade  to  exhibit  their 
graces,  or  to  indulge  in  remarks  on  the  appearance  and  manners  of 
those  around  them. 

It  accordingly  happens  that  very  many  leave  the  Springs  in 
worse  health  man  they  come  here ;  and  I  was  assured  by  a  physi- 
cian in  extensive  practice  in  Philadelphia,  that  the  medical  men  of 
•  the  large  cities  were  never  in  greater  requisition  than  on  the  return 
^ome  of  the  various  families  who  had  been  out  indulging  in  all  the        ,^. 
I  irregularities  and  excesses  of  the  watering-places.    Ii  health  is  ncft*  JjHr 

benefited  in  the  greater  number,  while  good  habits  are  broken  in  "  ■ 
upon,  and  bad  ones  contracted ;  if  mental  improvement  is  suspend- 
ed, love  of  study  weakened,  family  discipline  relaxed,  and  self^on- 
tk9l  abated ;  if  the  social  enjoyments  of  a  ouiet  home  are  made  to 
settan  dull  and  spiritless,  and  stimulatigfejMeasures  made  more  at- 
tnd&re ;  and  if,  as  is  undoubted,  these  oHcts  grow  more  and  more 
raR)le  in  every  succeeding  year,  the  balance  of  evil  would  seem 
greatly  to  preponderate  over  good,  in  the  indulgence  of  this  grega- 
rious habit  of  Uving  a  sort  of  elegant  barrack-life  for  two  or  three 
months  in  every  year,  and  wandering  without  an  object  over  the 
same  dull  routine  of  travel,  through  beaten  and  oft-trodden  paths, 
for  two  or  three  more. 

I  should  add,  in  justice,  that  I  conceive  these  objections  to  be  as 
applicable  to  the  annual  visits  made  by  my  own  countrymen  and 
women  to  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Brighton,  Cheltenham,  and  Leam- 
ington in  England,  as  to  those  made  to  Ballston,  Saratoga,  and 
Virginia  in  America.  If  I  am  asked  what  should  be  the  su&titute, 
supposing  that  there  will  always  be  a  large  class  among  the  opu- 
lent to  whom  a  summer  excursion  will  be  almost  deemed  a  neces- 
sary part  of  their  existence,  I  should  say  that  such  an  arrangement 
as  the  following  would  be  far  better.  Let  those  for  whom  the  use 
of  sea-bathing,  or  the  drinking  of  mineral  waters,  are  prescribed 
as  necessary  by  their  medical  advisers,  repair  to  such  spots  as  fur- 
nish them ;  but  all  other  classes  might  benefit  far  more  if  they 
would  devote  the  few  weeks  or  few  months  that  thev  intended  to 
be  absent  from  home  in  every  year  to  actual  traveUing,  making 
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tbeir  journey  long  orihort,  as  their  time  would  admit,  bat  varying 
their  excursion  every  year,  so  as  to  be  constantly  increasing  their 
actual  acquaintance,  first  with  thier  own  country  in  all  its  parts  and 
sections,  and  then  with  those  most  easily  accessible  beyond  it  In 
this  countrVy  for  instance,  what  could  be  more  advantageous  to  the 
children  of  a  family,  or  more  pleasurable  to  the  heads  of  it,  than  to 
devote  the  summer  excursion  of  every  year  to  the  examination  of 
all  that  is  interesting  in  one  or  more  of  the  several  Northern  States 
till  all  were  exhausted,  and  then  to  va^  this  with  an  ocbasional 
winter  excursion  to  the  States  of  the  South,  and  an  occasional 
spring  or  autumn  excursion  to  the  States  of  the  West 

In  England  the  examination  of  a  group  of  counties  might  be  un* 
dertaken  every  year:  Cornwall,  Devon,  and  Somerset  for  one; 
Dorset,  Hampshire,  and  Wiltshire  for  another ;  and  so  on ;  and, 
when  England  was  exhausted,  Scotland  and  Ireland  might  follow; 
France  might  come  in  after  for  one  summer ;  Italy  and  Switzerland 
might  succeed;  Germany  and  the  North;  Spain  and  Portugal; 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  Greece,  Egypt,  and  the  more  ac* 
cessible  countries  of  Asia,  might  all  in  turn  oe  Visited  by  the  mott. 
wealthy  classes,  those  to  whom  time  and  expense  are  no  object: 
?i||  but  there  are  none  who  can  afford  to  go  from  home  at  all,  who 
^^#  could  not  make  their  excursions,  however  short  or  however  long 
they  might  be,  far  more  favourable  to  bodily  health,  by  the  exer* 
cise  of  constant  travelling,  and  far  more  favourable  to  mental  im-' 
provement  and  mental  enjoyment,  by  the  constantly  succeeding!^ 
riety  of  objects  presented  m  investigation.  ^ 

Such  journeys  as  thMe  liiould  be  undertaken  with  the  impiatt' 
books  and  maps  for  information ;  and,  if  possible,  with  some  tafpr  Or 
^vemess  capable  of  directing  the  studies  of  the  young,  and  form^ 
ing  an  agreeable  companion  to  the  old,  by  the  way.  The  knowl- 
edge of  the  geography,  geology,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  natural 
history  of  the  sections  visited  would  be  of  the  highest  interest  for 
some.  The  history,  antiquities,  and  monuments  would  most  inters 
est  others.  The  statistics  of  population,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce would  engage  the  attention  of  one  class ;  and  the  state  of 
the  arts,  or  the  condition  ofiociety  and  manners,  would  have  great- 
er charms  for  another.  Drawings  might  be  made  of  interesting 
scenery  or  objects ;  specimens  of  minerals,  insects,  plants  might  be 
collected,  and  gradually  formed  into  a  family  museum.  Ditries 
mi^ht  be  kept,  recording  the  most  remarkable  incidents  and  obser- 
vations. Riding,  swimming,  and  athletic  diversions,  archery,  and 
other  manly  sports,  might  beTpractised  wherever  opportunities  oc- 
curred on  die  way.  From  sucn  excursions  as  these,  all  parties,  old 
and  young,  might  return  invigorated  in  health,  improved  in  knowl- 
edge, softened  in  prejudices,  refined  in  manners,  and  with  such  new 
stor^  of  mformation,  and  new  sources  of  sympathy,  by  tlie  increas- 
ed acquaintance  with  places,  men,  and  things,  as  ygfiuld  make  them 
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far  more  happy  when  aloney  and  far  more  agreeable  when  in  com- 
pany. 

During  our  stay  at  Saratoga  we  had  our  house  of  feasting  turned 
to  a  house  of  mourning  by  the  death  of  two  of  its  inmates  within 
a  few  days  of  each  other.  The  one  was  an  elderly  gentleman, 
whose  death,  it  was  believed,  if  not  actually  caused,  was  greatly 
accelerated  by  imprudent  diet  and  an  excessive  use  of  the  waters; 
his  body  was  removed  immediately  after  death  to  New- York  for 
interment  The  other  was  a  young  Quaker  from  Providence,  here 
with  his  parents,  and  brothers,  and  sisters,  intended  to  be  married^ 
and  his  proposed  bride  daily  expected  to  meet  him.  He  came  here 
with  a  slight  affection  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  was  con- 
sidered to  have  quite  recovered  from  this  affection,  when  suddenly 
in  the  night  he  was  seized  with  spasms  of  the  heart  and  faintness, 
and,  before  his  father  could  come  to  his  assistance,  though  sleejnne 
in  die  next  room,  he  expired.  This  event,  as  might  be  expectec!^ 
threw  a  sadness  and  gloom  over  the  inmates  of  the  house  in  which 
it  occurred ;  and  when  the  funeral  of  the  deceased  took  place  on 
-the  day  following  his  death,  it  was  attended  by  all  who  were  within 
the  dwelling.  It  was  the  fiirst  Quaker  funeral  at  which  I  had  ever 
f)een  piesent ;  and  it  affected  all  very  deeply,  from  the  simple  and  d^ 
unostentatious  solemnity  by  which  it  was  characterized.  f  V 

The  coffin,  of  plain  mahogany,  without  the  appearance  of  breast- 
plate, handles,  or  escutcheon,  was  brought  from  the  bedroom  by 
ttb^^young  men  who  were  his  friends  and  companions  in  life— and 
by  «faom,  also,  it  was  alternately  carried  to  the  grave — and  placed 
*  on  a  large  table,  prepared  with  a  clean  white  linen  cloth  spread, 
on  iRPhich  to  receive  it.  It  was  followed  by  the  parents,  relatives, 
and  personal  friends,  who  walked  after  it  in  pairs,  but  in  their  or- 
dinary dresses,  as  neither  black  clothes  nor  any  other  outward  em- 
Uems  are  ever  worn  by  Quakers.  They  then  took  their  seats  on 
the  sofas  and  chairs  around  the  drawing-rooms;  and,  soon  after 
this,  the  remaining  space  was  occupied  by  nearly  200  persons  liv- 
ing in  the  house,  and  some  few  from  the  neighbourhood,  belonging 
to  the  Society  of  Friends,  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  member. 

A  dead  silence  prevailed,  which  continued  for  more  than  half  an 
hour;  and  so  unbroken  and  profound  was  the  stillness, that  the  fall 
of  a  pin  might  .be  heard  if  dropped  upon  the  floor.  There  was 
■omething  indescnbably  impressive  in  this  spectacle,  of  a  gayly- 
dressed  assemblage  of  persons  congregated  for  pleasure  at  this  focus 
of  ^ayety  and  thoughtlessness,  sitting  in  an  ordinary  drawing-room, 
witk  the  dead  body  of  one  of  their  own  companions,  alive  and  well 
but  two  days  before,  lying  in  the  cold  shroud  of  death  in  the  very 
midst  of  them.  I  do  not  think  that  any  spoken  discourse,  however 
eloquen\^  could  have  more  powerfully  arrested  the  feelings,  or 
awakened  the  attention  to  the  certainty  and  frequent  suddenn^  of 
deathi  and  the  luHirly  necessity  for  preparation  for  it,  than  was  ef- 
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fiected  by  the  silent  scene  before  us ;  and,  accordingly,  many  eyes, 
besides  those  of  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  deceased,  were 
filled  with  tears. 

At  length  a  venerable  old  Quaker,  upward  of  80  years  of  age, 
who  had  come  in  from  the  country  to  attend  the  funeral,  arose  and 
addressed  the  assembly.  It  was  unusual,  he  said,  but  not  unpleaa- 
ing,  to  see  so  many  strangers  congrqrated  together,  to  witness  the 
departure  from  nmoaa  them  of  one  of  the  members  of  their  society  ; 
and  he  felt  impelled,  by  an  irrcBiEtible  impulse,  to  profit  by  the  oc- 
casion, and  address  a  few  words  to  tliose  by  whom  he  was  suiw 
rounded.  His  observations  were  full  of  piety,  beauty,  and  appro- 
priateness ;  and  there  could  hardly  have  been  one  present  who  did 
nut  rtapond  to  the  aspiration  with  which  he  concluded,  that  all 
might  be  able  to  say,  iu  thp.  lan^age  of  the  apostle,  ^<  It  was  good 
for  me  to  have  been  here."  Another  pause  of  profound  silence  est* 
'  sued,  which  was  quite  as  impressive  as  before ;  and  another  short 
address  fi-om  the  same  venerable  patriarch,  the  last,  he  thought  it 
probable,  he  might  ever  be  permitted  to  utter  in  the  presence  of 
others,  made  almost  every  one  present  weep  copiously. 

To  the  pause  which  succeeded  the  close  of  this  followed  a  moat 
±t  touchmg  scene,  when  the  stepmother  of  the  deceased,  who  kad  sat 
beside  her  deeply-afSicted  husband,  and  surrounded  by  her  numer^ 
ous  sorrowing  cnildren,  fell  gently  on  her  knees  firom  the  place 
where  she  sat ;  and,  while  nearly  all  the  straneers  present  instinct*. 
ively  folk>wed  her  in  assuming  the  same  supplicating  attitude,  dm 
poured  forth  a  prayer,  so  fafl  of  eloquence,  devotion,  sweetliesB^ 
tenderness,  and  simple  beauty,  as  to  penetrate  every  heart  The 
evident  struggles  between  her  own  feelines  and  her  sense  of  duty^ 
which  caused  her  voice  every  now  and  then  to  falter,  and  her  ut^* 
terance  to  become  choked,  and  which  shook  her  moummg  husband 
with  deep  and  convulsive  sobs,  was  so  powerful  and  so  truthful 
an  exhibition  of  the  genuine  pathos  of  unaffected  nature  under  a 
bereavement  with  which  all  could  sympathize  deeply,  that  neveri 
perhaps,  was  there  an  assembly  of  the  same  number  of  persons  so 
completely  absorbed  in  devotion,  awe,  and  grief  combined,  as  the 
kneeling  mourners  (for  all  had  so  become  by  sympathy)  which 
surrounded  the  corpse  of  this  young  and  suddenly-snatched  flowery 
fading  before  their  eyes,  while  the  sweetest  accents  of  maternal 
love,  piety,  and  resignation  filled  their  ears,  and  penetrated  to  the 
utmost  recesses  of  their  hearts. 

I  have  seen  many  funerals  in  many  difierent  lands,  and  conduct- 
ed in  very  different  modes ;  from  the  *^  pomps  and  vanities"  which 
swell  the  death-pageantry  of  heroes  and  of  kings,  to  the  simple  in- 
terment  of  the  friendless  mariner,  who  is  consigned  to  a  wateij 
grave,  without  prayer  or  chaplain,  by  the  hands  of  his  brother  ship* 
mates ;  but  I  never  remember  to  have  witnessed  aoything  half  so 
heart-eearcbiog  and  mmd-impresang  as  this ;  and  I  cannot  but  be*' 
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lieve  that  if  so  simple,  yet  purely  devotional  a  mode  of  interring 
the  dead  were  universally  adopted  by  Christian  nations,  instead  of 
the  '*  plumed  hearse',"  the  hired  mourners,  the  long  unmeaning 
cavalcade,  with  scarfs,  and  bands,  and  sable  cloaks,  where  all  with- 
in is  coldness  and  indifference,  the  change  would  be  highly  bene- 
ficial if  the  object  of  accompanying  the  interment  of  the  dead  with 
any  ceremonial  at  all  be  to  impress  the  living  with  the  necessity  of 
preparing  to  follow  them. 

The  Quakers  whom  we  met  at  Saratoga  were,  like  the  rest  of 
their  society  throughout  America,  all  friendly  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery ;  and  so,  indeed,  were  many  of  the  more  religious  individ- 
uals whom  we  met  with  from  the  Northern  or  New-England  States. 
I  was  surprised,  however,  to  find  that,  besides  the  Soufhprn  plaui- 
ers,  who  might  be  expected  to  speak  ill  of  the  abolitionists,  and 
the  rich  merchants  of  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  who  fancy  they 
have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  speaking  well  of  the  South,  and  excu-  « 
sing,  if  not  justi^n^  slavery,  because  their  connexions  in  that  quar- 
ter are  too  profitable  to  be  endangered  by  appearing  to  side  with 
the  abolitionists,  there  were  many  clergymen  here  from  different 
parts  of  the  Union  who  were  as  free  m  expressing  their  disapprobation 
of  theHBourse  of  the  abolitionists  as  any  Southern  person  could  be.  ^t, 

Happily,  there  were  others  who  entertained  very  different  views 
on  the  subject ;  but  that  there  should  be  any  ministers  of  the  Gros- 
jpel  to  take  a  part  against  the  abolitionists,  must  seem,  to  an  £ng- 
Sshman  at  least,  extremely  strange.  Yet  so  it  is ;  and  the  solution 
of  the  mystery  is  this :  that,  bemg  bom,  bred,  and  educated  in 
America  from  their  infancy,  and  cast  into  die  society  of  those  who  ^ 
ar6|  or  suppose  themselves  to  be,  interested  in  excusing  slavery,  if 
not  upholcUng  it,  they  contract  early  prejudices  on  the  subject, 
which  nosub^uent  experience  or  reflection  can  effectually  remove. 
It  is  like  the  prejudice  in  England  against  ^*  Republicanism,''  which ' 
is  just  as  absurd.  In  this  country,  the  most  conservative,  the  wisest, 
and  the  best  rejoice  in  the  name  of  '^  Republican,"  but  repudiate 
tluit  of  ^*  Radical,"  and  think  the  latter  little  better  than  an  anarchist 
or  incendiary.  In  England,  a  **  Radical"  is  in  bad  odour  enough, 
it  is  true,  though  thousands  are  proud  to  adopt  the  title,  and  the 
"Radicals"  form  an  avowed  party  in  Parliament ;  but  a  "  Republi- 
&n"  is,  in  Englisl^  estimation,  many  degrees  worse  than  a  Radical ; 
and  I  never  yet  remember  any  man  in  the  House  of  Commons  bold 
enough  openly  to  avow  himself  a  '^  Republican." 

In  America,  again,  no  man  will  publicly  avow  himself  to  be  a 
^  Monarchist,"  however  he  may  secretly  yearn  after  the  control  of 
the  democracy  by  some  superior  power,  under  some  other  name ; 
and  even  when  one  of  the  Whig  prints  published  a  communication 
of  a  correspondent,  who  asserted  his  belief  ^  that  the  hereditary 
miccession  of  supreme  rulers  furnished  as  good  a  chance  of  getting 
good  men  a^  the  head  of  a  nation  as  the  choice  by  popular  elec- 
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tion,"  he  was  soon  compelled,  by  the  force  of  popular  indignation, 
to  disavow  all  participation  in  his  correspondent's  sentiments.  This 
is  just  as  absurd  a  prejudice  against  **  Monarchists"  as  the  English 
entertain  against "  Republicans,"  because  experience  has  proved  that 
both  forms  of  government,  as  well  as  an  admixture  of  the  two  in 
one,  may  be  made  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  nations;  and  that 
that  is  best  for  each  which  is  most  in  accordance  with  the  public  • 
feeling  and  public  will. 

The  prejudice  which  regards  slavery  as  no  evil,  and  looks  on 
freedom  to  the  negro  race  as  fraught  with  injury,  is,  I  believe,  quite 
as  unfounded  as  the  other  two,  and  just  as  absurd  and  indefensible. 
Nevertheless,  like  the  others  adverted  to,  it  is  so  deeply  rooted, 
that  it  is  as  hopeless  a  task  to  talk  with  some  people  on  the  sub* 
ject  here,  as  it  would  be  to  try  to  make  the  English  Kepublicans,  or 
the  Americans  Monarchists ;  or  to  persuade  the  Irish  Protestants 
that  Catholics  are  worthy  of  civil  and  political  equality  with  them- 
selves ;  or  Scotch  Churchmen  that  the  upholders  of  the  voluntary 
system  can  be  sincere  Christians. 

Many  of  the  clergy  of  America  have  pronounced  their  belief,  by 
resolutions,  in  solemn  conference,  that  slavery  is  no^  a  moral  evil ; 
and  in  one  of  my  conversations  upon  this  subject  here,  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Cooper^  the  American  writer,  in  his  recent  work  entitled  the 
'*  American  Democrat,"  was  cited  in  proof  of  the  fact,  that  men 
the  most  favourable  to  liberty  in  general  neither  thought  slavery  a 
an  nor  regarded  it  as  an  eviL    Here  is  the  passage : 

"  Domestic  slavery  is  an  institution  as  old  as  human  annals,  and  prob-  fu 
ably  will  continue,  in  its  spirit,  through  different  modifications,  as  long ^  « 
as  man  shall  remain  under  the  different  degrees  of  civilization  that  maiK 
his  actual  existence.  Slavery  is  no  more  sinful  by  the  Christlao  code 
than  it  is  sinful  to  wear  a  whole  coat  while  another  is  in  tatters,  to  eat 
a  better  meal  than  a  neighbour,  or  olherwise  to  enjoy  ease  and  plenty, 
while  our  fellow-creatures  are  suffering  and  in  want.  According  to  the 
doctrines  of  Christ,  we  are  *  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by  ;^  but  this 
law  is  not  to  be  applied  to  slavery  more  than  to  any  other  interest  of 
life.  It  is  quite  possible  to  be  an  excellent  Christian  and  a  slaveholder ; 
and  the  relations  of  master  and  slave  may  be  the  means  of  exhibiting 
some  of  the  mildest  graces  of  the  character,  as  may  those  of  king  and 
subject,  or  principal  and  dependant,  in  any  of  the  other  modifications  of 
human  institutions.  In  one  sense,  slavery  may  actually  benefit  a  man, 
there  being  little  doubt  that  the  African  is,  in  nearly ^  respects,  better*^ 
off  in  servitude  in  this  country  than  when  living  in  a  State  of  barbarism 
at  home." 

It  never  seems  to  occur  to  these  apologists  for  slavery  that  it 
might  be  worth  while  to  leave  the  question,  of  how  far  the  condi- 
tion of  bondage  is  better  than  freedom,  to  the  decision  of  the  indi« 
viduals  themselves;  for,  when  they  are  reminded  of  this  as  an  act 
of  justice  and  fair  dealing,  their  usual  reply  is,  that  the  slaves  are 
too  ignorant  to  form  right  opinions  on  the  subject.  Thus  the  Dem- 
ocratic American  as^gns  exactly  the  same  reason  for  enslavmg  and 
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oppressing  the  n^ro,  that  the  Sultan  of  Constantinople,  the  Czar 
of  Russia,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  or  the  Pope  of  Rome,  do  for 
withholding  from  their  subjects  that  enjoyment  of  civil  and  politi- 
cal privileges  which  in  this  country  are  extended  to  all,  the  colour- 
ed race  alone  excepted. 

It  is  upon  this  very  plea  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  intelligent 
masses  of  the  people  of  England  are  unjustly  shut  out  from  their 
proper  participation  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  electoral  suffrage.  It 
was  a  constant  argument  in  defence  of  the  odious  system  of  im- 
pressing seamen,  that  they  were  happier  in  a  ship-of-war  than  they 
could  ^  in  a  merchant  vessel ;  but,  both  in  the  case  of  the  Amer- 
ican slaves  and  the  English  seamen,  the  very  parties  who  assert 
this  prove  by  their  own  conduct  that  they  do  not  themselves  be- 
lieve it ;  as  the  highest  reward  they  can  bestow  upon  both,  and 
which,  whenever  they  do  bestow  it,  they  vaunt  as  an  act  of  the 
CTeatest  generosity,  is  to  give  to  the  very  "  happy"  persons  tiieir 
discharge  or  their  freedom,  which  would  be  a  strange  reward  in- 
deed if  by  that  they  were  rendered  more  miserable !  Mr.  Cooper, 
however,  in  another  passage  of  the  same  work,  admits  the  inevita- 
ble cessation  of  this  very  ^  happy"  condition  of  the  Africans  in 
these  terms: 

^  American  slavery  is  distinguished  from  that  of  most  other  parts  of 
the  world  by  the  circumstance  that  the  slave  is  a  variety  of  the  human 
species,  and  is  marked  by  physical  peculiarities  so  different  from  his 
master  as  to  render  future  amalgamation  improbable.  In  ancient  Rome, 
in  modem  Europe  generally,  aiul  in  most  other  countries,  the  slave  not 
being  thus  distinguished,  on  obtaining  his  freedom  was  soon  lost  in  the 
mass  around  him ;  but  Nature  has  made  a  stamp  on  the  American  slave 
that  is  likely  to  prevent  this  consummation,  and  which  menaces  much 
future  ill  to  the  country.  The  time  must  come  when  American  slavery 
shall  ceate  ;  and  when  that  day  shall  arrive  (unless  early  and  effectual 
means  are  devised  to  obviate  it),  two  races  will  exist  in  the  same  region, 
whose  feelings  will  be  imbittered  by  inextinguishable  hatred,  and  who 
carry  on  their  faces  the  respective  stamps  of  their  factions.  The  strug- 
gle that  will  follow  will  necessarily  be  a  war  of  extermination.  The 
evil  day  may  be  delayed,  but  can  scarcely  be  averted." 

This  is  the  sort  of  language  we  have  heard  with  respect  to  the 
West  Indies  for  many  years  past,  but  the  two  races  live  peaceably 
'  enough  together^yet  This  is  the  terror  that  has  been  hung  up  to 
warn  persons  against  granting  any  sort  of  freedom  to  the  dark  races 
of  Hindustan ;  but  every  improvement  in  the  condition  of  both 
has  onl^  shown  that,  the  more  they  are  placed  on  an  equality  with 
tiie  whites  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  tne  more  harmoniously  they  move 
in  the  same  sphere.  And  as  to  the  pretended  belief  in  the  impos- 
ability  of  future  amalgamation,  nothing  but  wilful  blindness  can 
shut  the  eyes  of  any  man  to  the  fact  that  amalgamation  of  the 
white  and  coloured  races  may  exist  in  the  future  as  it  has  done  in 
the  past|  and  as  it  does  in  the  present;  for  the  country  is  abun* 
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dantlv  supplied  with  perhaps  nearly  a  million  of  mulattoes,  who 
could  only  have  been  produced  by  this  very  process  of  amalgama- 
tion^  which  is  thought  to  be  in  future  so  impracticable ! 

For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  think  this  mixture  desirable  for  the 
happiness  of  either  class.  I  believe  each  would  be  more  happy  if 
it  confined  itself  to  intercourse  with  those  of  its  own  blood  and  race ; 
and  this  would  be  perfectly  compatible  with  the  absence  of  all  op- 
pression of  the  one  by  the  other.  But  it  is  the  sheerest  blindness 
or  hypocrisy  to  pef end  that,  if  the  coloured  race  were  made  free> 
they  could  not  live  with  the  whites  in  peace,  with  every  motive  to 
dwell  together  in  harmony,  while  bemg  slaves  they  are  really 
**  happy,"  with  every  motive  to  desire  freedom,  and  to  wish  the 
barriers  that  keep  it  from  th^  speedily  and  peaceably  removed. 

Having  attended,  by  invitation,  a  public  meeting  held  w,  the 
large  room  of  the  United  States  Hotel  in  Saratoga,  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  visiters  to  the  advantage  of  promoting, 
by  every  possible  means,  the  advancement  of  general  education  m 
their  respective  states.  Chancellor  Walworth  occupying  the  chair, 
I  was  called  upon  soon  after  to  attend  another  public  meeting  at 
Ballston  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  atfwhich 
all  the  farmers  of  the  district,  for  many  miles  round,  were  invited, 
and  the  church  was  appropriated  to  the  purpose. 

We  accordingly  left  Saratoga  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the 
6th  of  August,  and,  aft«r  a  short  stay  at  Ballston  Springs,  to  see 
some  friends  who  were  staying  there  for  the  use  of  the  waters,  we 
reached  Mr.  Delavan's  farm  m  time  for  an  early  dinner ;  after 
which,  the  whole  family,  including  every  domestic  and  labourinor 
man  on  the  estate,  accompanied  us  to  the  meeting,  which  was  fixea 
for  five  o'clock,  to  enable  the  farmers  and  their  families  who  lived 
at  a  distance  to  get  to  their  homes  before  it  was  too  late. 

The  church  was  surrounded  on  oifit:  arrival  with  vehicles  of  every 
Icind,  from  fine  open  carriages  and  smart  phaetons  and  gigs  down 
to  carts  and  wagons,  for  in  America  every  one  can  afford  some 
conveyance  to  take  them  to  church.  There  are  no  taxes  on  car- 
riages and  horses,  and  as  the  cost  of  keeping  a  family  conveyance 
is  not  a  fourth  of  what  it  would  be  in  England,  they  are  wnthin 
every  one's  reach.  The  interior  of  the  church  was  crowded,  gal- 
leries and  all,  with  an  entirely  agricultural  population,  and  it  was 
the  finest  opportunity  that  could  be  enjoyed  fdr  seemg  this  class  in 
their  natural  state  and  condition. 

The  men  among  the  farmers  looked  as  much  as  possible  like  our 
yeomen  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  and  Somerset  in  England.  They 
were  all  decently  dre^ed,  in  plain  and  coarse  cloth  garments,  with- 
out the  least  attempt  at  fasnion  or  finery.  They  had  the  large 
hands  of  labouring  men,  and  the  bronzed  complexions  of  those  who 
work  much  in  the  open  air ;  for  here  the  maxim  of  Poor  Richard 
IS  universally  observed : 

voL.lL— a  11 
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"  He  that  by  the  plough  ^oold  thrive, 
Himself  must  either  hold  or  drive." 

jr 

The  young  men  were  good-looking  and  athletic ;  the  old  men 
healthy  and  cheerful,  and,  with  their  low-crowned  and  broad- 
brimmed  hats,  and  gray  locks  often  flowing  over  their  shoulders, 
looked  grave  and  venerable  among  their  dkildren  and  children's 
children,  by  whom  they  were  surrounded. 

The  women,  both  old  and  young,  were  of  more  delicate  appear- 
ance, and  did  not  at  all  resemble  the  farmers'  wives  and  farmers' 
daughters  of  England.  There  were  no  ruddy  cheeks  nor  fully-de- 
veloped forms  among  them ;  but  all  were  pale,  slender,  and  deli- 
cate, and  in  their  dress,  air,  and  manner,  looked  more  like  persons 
who  had  nothing  to  do,  than  as  being  actively  engaged  either  in 
domestic  or  other  occupations.  ' 

This  arises,  no  doubt,  from  the  difference  of  their  position  and 
different  mode  of  life.  Instead  of  going  to  market,  managing  the 
dairy,  makmg  butter  and  cheese,  taking  care  of  the  poultry,  milk- 
ing the  cows,  and  doing  a  great  deal  of  active  out-door  as  well  as 
in-door  work,  which  the  wives  and  daughters  of  farmers  in  the 
humbly  ranks  of  life  in  England  do,  the  American  women  are  oc« 
cupied  almost  wholly  with  their  children,  and  in  strictly  domestic 
affairs.  We  saw  no  females  employed  in  any  manner  in  the  fields, 
either  weeding,  hoeing,  clearing  the  ground  of  stones,  hay-makin?, 
or  in  any  other  way,  through  all  the  tract  of  country  over  whioi 
we  had  yet  passed ;  and  hence,  no  doubt,  the  delicacy  of  appear*" 
ance  and  manner  possessed  by  the  female  population  of  an  Ameri- 
can agricultural  district,  as  compared  with  the  same  class  in  Eng- 
land. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  attention  paid  by  all  the  meeting  to 
the  facts  and  arguments  m  Sblvout  of  the  Temperance  Reformation 
which  I  was  enabled  to  lay  beftre  them  in  the  course  of  a  two  hours' 
address ;  and  at  its  close,  a  large  number  of  the  audience  came  for* 
ward  voluntarily  to  join  themselves  to  the  Temperance  Society,  and 
to  sign  the  pledge  of  abstinence  from  all  that  could  intoxicate,  as 
well  as  to  discourage,  by  every  suitable  means,  the  use  of  intoxica- 
ting diinks  among  their  friends  and  neighbours.  The  meeting  was 
altogether  a  very  happy  one,  and  calculated,  it  was  believed,  to 
produce  much  good,  by  scattering  the  information  there  laid  before 
the  hearers  through  all  their  respective  districts,  as  it  would  be  the 
subject  of  conversation  among  them  for  weeks  to  come ;  and  in  the 
discussions  to  which  it  might  give  rise,  truth  would  be  sure  to  tri- 
I  lunph. 
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On  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  August,  we  quitted  the  hospitable  man* 
aon  of  Mr.  Delavan  on  our  projected  tour  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
this  being  considered  the  best  season  of  the  year  for  making  the 
journey,  and  seeing  the  Falls  to  advantage. 

Mr.  Delavan  accompanied  us  as  far  as  Schenectady,  where  we 
took  the  railroad  for  Utica  at  ten  o'clock ;  and,  starting  from  thence, 
proceeded  along  the  Valley  of  the  Mohawk  River,  which  winds  its 
way  from  the  westward  till  it  empties  itself  into  the  Hudson,  and 
by  it  into  the  Atlantic.  On  leaving  Schenectady,  we  crossed  over 
the  stream  of  the  Mohawk  by  a  bridge  of  800  feet  in  length,  going 
in  a  northerly  direction,  but  after  a  space  of  about  a  mile  the  road 
curved  to  the  west,  and  ran  along  in  nearly  the  direction  of  the 
stream,  chiefly  on  its  northern  bank,  bringing  us,  after  a  distance  of 
about  eight  miles  more,  into  the  beautiful  valley  named. 

The  first  place  of  any  size  passed  on  our  way  was  the  village  of 
Amsterdam,  first  settled,  no  doul^  by  some  patriotic  Dutchman, 
and  so  called  after  the  capital  of  bis  native  country.  It  has  about 
200  houses,  which  are  yearly  increasing  in  number,  an  excellent 
bridge  across  the  Mohawk,  and  a  small  stream  which  descends 
from  higher  ground  through  the  village  to  the  river,  and  affords 
good  water-power  for  milb  and  manmactures.  The  Erie  Canal, 
which  is  about  40  feet  in  breadth,  is  to  be  widened  to  nearly 
double  its  present  dimensions,  to  admit  of  the  requisite  space  for 
the  increaseid  navigation,  no  less  than  400  additional  boats  having 
been  launched  upon  the  canal  during  this  present  season ;  and  the 
works  for  this  widening  of  the  canal  were  just  beginning  to  be  put 
in  operation  here. 

About  four  miles  beyond  this,  in  passing  round  the  foot  of  a 
promontory  called  Tripe's  Hill,  the  view  becomes  more  expanded, 
more  varied,  and  more  beautiful,  and  justifies  all  that  has  been  said 
in  praise  of  this  lovely  Valley  of  the  Mohawk,  which  is  exquisitely 
rich  in  its  scenery,  and  combines  the  soft  and  the  wild,  the  culti* 
▼ated  and  the  picturesque^  in  an  emment  degree. 
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A  veiy  pretty  settlement,  called  Fonda,  appeared  four  or  five 
miles  farther  on ;  and  as  this  has  been  fixed  on  for  the  county  town 
of  the  district  in  which  it  is  situated,  several  public  buildings  have 
already  begun  to  make  their  appearance.  The  courthouse  is  of 
chaste  Greaan  architecture,  surmounted  by  a  graceful  dome,  which 
is  coated  with  tin-plate,  like  the  public  edifices  at  Albany,  and  this, 
on  a  bright  day,  reflects  the  sun  so  powerfiilly  as  to  give  it  the  daz- 
zling brightness  of  plated  ^Iver.  A  large  and  imposing  hotel,  with 
a  lof^  Ionic  portico,  faces  the  road  also;  and  these,  with  other 
buildiaga  rising  around  them,  give  to  Fonda  an  air  of  great  promise 
and  prosperity. 

Beyond  this,  at  distances  of  only  four  or  five  miles  apart,  we 
passed  several  rising  villages ;  among  ptheis,  Palatine  Bridge  and 
Fort  Plain,  until  we  reached  the  spot  called  "  The  Little  Falls," 


vhich  is  about  sixty  miles  from  Schenect«dy,-the  point  of  our  de- 
parture. The  chain  of  the  Catsberg  Hills  crosses  the  Mohawk  here 
Irom  north  to  south ;  and  the  bui^ng  of  this  rocky  barrier,  with 
the  corresponding  declinty  in  the  stream,  occasions  those  descents 
and  rapids  which  here  constitute  the  "  Little  Falls."  The  spot  is 
romantic  in  scenery,  and  would  furnish  many  striking  pictures, 
though  in  some  parts  the  valley  is  so  narrow  that  the  nver,  the 
stage  route,  and  the  railroad  all  run  side  by  side,  separated  only  a 
few  feet  from  each  other;  while  a  perpendicular  wall  of  clitf  on 
the  north,  and  broken  masses  of  rock  on  the  south,  hem  in  the 
whole  on  either  side,  the  breadth  from  rock  to  rock  being  appa- 
rently less  than  a  hundred  yards. 

It  is  on  the  hip;hest  part  of  this  broken  and  rocky  descent  that 
the  village  called  "  The  Little  Falls"  is  seated ;  and  the  atuation 


THE   LITTLE.  FALL!.  I2S 

is  chiefly  chosen  for  the  facility  it  aiTords  to  establish  com-mills, 
saw-milts,  and  other  establishments  requiring  the  aid  of  water-pow- 
er, which  is  here  very  considerable,  and  completely  under  controL 
Already  there  are  upward  of  3000  inhabitants  at  this  place,  and 
hundreds  come  to  add  to  their  numbers  every  year,  attracted  by 
the  excellence  of  its  position  for  trade  and  manufactures;  with  a 
rich  and  fertile  country  all  around  it,  and  a  canal  on  either  hand, 
to  send  ila  productions  east  or  west,  as  they  may  be  required.  As 
the  descent  is  here  about  forty  feet  in  a  mile,  Uiere  are  five  locks 
on  the  Erie  Canal,  and  eight  locks  on  the  one  that  preceded  it  in 
this  place;' both,  however,  being  now  connected  by  an  aqueduct 
crossing  over  the  river,  of  the  length  of  184  feet 

The  great  charm  of  the  spot  to  the  traveller  is,  however,  the  ro- 
mantically beautiful  combinations  of  scenerv  with  which  it  abounds: 
massive  rock,  running  water,  fertile  fields,  nch  orchards,  wild  wood^ 
beetling  cliSs,  and  soft  and  verdant  plains,  alt  unite  in  composing 
a  succession  of  the  most  delightful  pictures  that  the  lover  of  nature 
could  wish  to  dwell  upon. 


Beyond  this  gorge  of  the  hills  the  Valley  of  f^e  Mohawk  b^;ins  to 
expand,  and  grows  wider  and  wider  as  you  approach  to  the  west ; 
the  district  being  here  called  the  German  Flats,  no  doubt  from  the 
Germans  being  the  earliest  settlers  o"  these  rich  alluvial  plains. 
The  village  of  Herkimer  is  the  onl/  one  of  note  in  this  district 
being  about  seven  miles  beyond  "  ^he  little  Falls,"  and  fourteen 
before  you  reach  Utica.  Ttie  wUage  contains  about  2000  inhabi- 
tants, having  a  handsome  covftbouse  and  some  other  public  build- 
ings, besides  about  200  drellin^  A  little  to  the  east  of  it  is  the 
stream  on  which  the  celebrated  Trenton  Falls  are  situated,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  twenty  miles.  This  stream  falls  into  the  Mohawk, 
and  is  crossed  near  ihe  point  of  thur  junction  by  a  well-built  bridge 
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From^  hence  to  Ufica,  through  the  village  of  Frankfort,  the  coun- 
try continues  level ;  but,  though  highly  fertile,  and  well  adapted  to 
agriculture  or  pasture,  it  is  tame  after  the  beauties  of  the  Mohawk 
\  alley,  which  is  equal  to  the  loveliest  spots  in  Devonshire  or  Som- 
erset, res^mblin^  in  some  places  the  Valley  of  the  Tamar  in  the 
one,  and  the  Vale  of  Glastonbury  in  the  other,  but  more  beautiful 
and  more  romantic  than  either,  as  well  as  more  extensive  than  both 
united.  Altogether  it  is  one  of  the  most  enchanting  tracts  of  coun- 
try through  which  I  have  passed  for  many  years,  reminding  roe 
forcibly  of  some  of  the  delicious  valleys  of  Persia,  but  having  more 
grandeur,  though  not  more  softness,  than  any  of  these,  from  the 
frequent  mingling  of  the  wildest  with  the  most  luxuriant  features 
of  nature.  1  was,  indeed,  so  much  enraptured  with  its  beauty, 
that,  if  I  had  not  been  restricted  to  time,  I  would  have  willingly  re- 
turned immediately  to  re-enjoy  its  scenery. 

We  reached  Utica  about  3  o'clock,  having  been  thus  five  hours 
in  performing  the  whole  distance  of  seventy-eight  miles,  or  at  the 
average  rate  of  about  fifteen  miles  and  a  half  per  hour.  We  re- 
mained here  to  sleep,  and  passed  the  evening  with  some  friends  to 
whom  I^ad  letters  of  introduction;  but,  intending  to  remain  at 
Utica  a  week  on  our  return  journey,  all  exammation  of  the  town 
was  reserved  till  that  period. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  August  8,  we  left  Utica  in  an 
extra,  as  the  regular  stage  had  set  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
and  proceeded  on  by  the  high  turnpike  road  towards  Syracuse, 
where  we  intended  making  our  next  halt.  It  is  not  usual  to  travel 
IB  postchaises  in  this  country,  but,  in  lieu  of  this,  ei|ra  coaches,  with 
nii>i  seats,  will  be  furnished  on  any  part  of  the  road,  if  the  persons 
enga^g  them  will  pay  the  regular  stage-fare  for  eight  passengers. 
We  wfcre  fortunate  in  finding  an  agreeable  party  of  three  persons, 
which,  added  to  our  own  of  the  same  number,  enabled  us  to  take 
an  extra  between  us  and  divide  the  expense ;  and  in  this  way  the 
carriage  is  emirely  under  the  direction  of  the  party  occupying  it 
as  to  stoppages,  hours  of  setting  out,  &c. 

These  coaches,  whether  staee  or  extra,  are  ver}'  heavily  built, 
though  airy  and  com^iodious  when  the  passengers  are  once  seated. 
The  oagga^e  is  all  carded  in  a  large  leather  case  projecting  from 
behind,  and  the  coaches  are  painted  with  very  gaudy  colours. 
The  horses  are  large,  strong,  and  good ;  but  the  harness  is  coarse, 
ill  fitted,  and  dirty.  There  is  lo  guard  and  no  outside  passengers ; 
and  the  coachman,  or  driver,  as  h%  is  here  universally  called,  is  gen- 
erally very  ill-dressed,  though  civil,  and  well  qualified  for  his  duty, 
notwithstanding  that  he  receives  no  feos  whatever  from  any  of  the 
passengers  by  the  way ;  and  it  is  certamly  an  agreeable  thing  for 
an  English  traveller  to  find  himself  on  the  road,  with  his  fare  paid 
once  for  all,  without  the  frequent  opening  of  the  coach  door  for  the 
shilling  and  half  crown  due,  by  usage,  to  the  coachman  and  guard, 
with  a  certainty  of  insolent  language  if  it  be  not  readily  paid 
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The  rate  of  stage-travelling  varies  between  six  and  eight  miles 
the  hour,  but  is  more  frequently  the  former  than  the  latter.  The 
roads  are  in  general  wretched,  full  of  deep  ruts  and  elevations,  that 
jolt  and  shake  the  traveller  to  a  painful  degree ;  while,  in  appear* 
ance,  the  American  stagecoach,  with  its  horses,  harness,  and  fit-  ^ 

tings,  is  as  inferior  to  the  light,  smart,  and  trim  coaches  of  Bath, 
Brighton,  and  Dover,  that  start  from  Charing  Cross  and  Piccadilly, 
as  a  heavily-laden  merchant-ship  is  to  a  beautiful  corvette  or  light 
frigate,  or — to  do  the  Americans  justice  in  another  department,  in 
which  they  excel  us — as  the  deeply-laden  collier  going  up  the 
Thames  is  to  one  of  their  beautiful  pilot  schooners  or  packets. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  may  mention  that  a  great  many  even  of 
the  coach-phrases  in  America  are  derived  from  a  seafaring  life ;  as, 
for  instance,  instead  of  the  coachman  coming  to  the  door,  as  in 
England,  and  asking,  "  Are  ye  all  in,  gentlemen  ?"  the  American  ^ 

driver^s  question  is,  "  Are  ye  all  aboard  1"  and  instead  of  the  siff-  ^'      *    > 
nal  of  the  English  guard, "  All  right,*'  which  precedes  the  cradc 
of  the  whip,  the  American  bookkeeper,  when  he  hands  up  the  way- 
bill, exclaims,  "  Go  ahead !"  ^ 

Proceeding  by  the  stage  route  from  Utica,  we  first  passed  through 
sT  small  village  called  New-Hartford,  seated  on  a  stream  named 
Sadaquada,  here  called  a  creek ;  another  instance  of  the  nautical  ^ 
origin  of  many  of  the  American  names  and  phrases.  A  creek  is  a 
familiar  term  to  seamen,  because  every  inlet  from  the  sea  up  a  nar- 
row strait  of  land  is  so  called ;  but  here  the  term  is  applied  to  small 
inland  rivers  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  sea.  Ascending  from 
hence  over  a  rkmg  hill,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  Hamilton  College, 
one  of  the  pubRc  seminaries  of  education  pomted  out  to  us.  Tne 
landscape,  of  which  it  formed  a  part,  was  pleasmg ;  and  the  coun- 
try around  it  well  wooded  and  in  good  order. 

A  few  miles  farther  on  we  came  to  Manchester,  very  unlike  its 
great  dingy  and  smoky  namesake  in  England.  This  was  entirely 
an  agricultural  village,  with  about  1000  inhabitants,  enjoyine  a 
pure  air,  a  rural  pro^)ect,  with  well-cultivated  farms  all  around  it, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  there  was  not  a  single  manufactory, 
nor  even  the  eerme  of  one,  yet  planted  at  this  spot. 

Vernon  is  me  name  of  another  pretty  village,  seven  or  eight  miles 
beyond  Manchester,  at  which  we  changed  horses  and  driviers,  the 
usual  distance  performed  by  each  team  being  from  eight  to  twelve 
miles.  This  contains  a  glass  factory,  and  some  few  mills  worked 
by  water-power. 

Five  miles  beyond  this  we  passed  through  a  spot  called  Oneida 
Castle,  the  lands  around  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Oneida 
Indians,  under  the  title  of  the  Oneida  Reservation.  In  general, 
when  treaties  were  made  between  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  any  of  the  Indian  tribes,  certain  portions  of  land  were 
set  apart  for  their  use,  either  as  hun^ting-grounds  or  for  cultivation. 
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\  These  were  called  "  Indian  Reservations,"  and  this  was  one  of 
them.  It  appears  that  the  Oneida  Indians  had  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  practical  agriculture ;  but  their  cultivation  was  so 
unskilful  and  so  unprofitable  compared  with  that  of  the  whites  by 
whom  they  were  surrounded,  and  the  feeling  between  the  two  races 
was  so  far  firom  being  friendly,  that  the  government  adopted,  as  a 
settled  rule  of  policy,  the  determination  to  remove  as  many  of  the 
Indians  as  they  could  persuade  to  consent  to  that  measure,  to  the 
territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  or  in  Western  Michigan.  The 
Oneidas  chose  the  latter,  and  have  some  time  since  emigrated  to 
that  quarter ;  and  their  lands  in  this  reservation  having  been  pur- 
chased of  them  by  whites,  are  now  in  the  same  state  of  improved 
cultivation  as  the  surrounding  estates  of  their  neighbours. 

From  hence  we  passed,  at  distances  of  from  three  to  five  miles 

^  apart,  the  small  villages  of  Lenox,  Quality  Hill,  and  Chittenango, 

4  ^?-         where  we  halted,  and  walked  a  short  distance  to  see  some  remark- 

^.  able  petrifications  of  trees  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  from  whence  issue 

^  various  springs  of  water,  that  leave  incrustations  in  their  track,  and 

Erobably  occasioned  the  petrifactions  seen.  So  many  travellers 
ave  taken  portions  of  this  for  their  cabinets,  that  but  little  at  pres- 
ent remains  without  farther  -excavations ;  we  succeeded,  however, 
in  getting  a  fine  specimen,  with  a  part  of  the  unchanged  wood  of 
the  interior  attached  to  the  petrifaction  of  the  bark. 

Nothing  of  peculiar  interest  occurred  between  this  and  Syracuse, 
which  we  reached  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  having  left  at  eight 
in  the  morning,  and  were  thus  eight  hours  performing  fifty  miles, 
or  at  the  average  rate  of  six  and  a  quarter  miles  per  hour. 

We  remained  at  Syracuse  to  sleep ;  but  here  also,  having  made 
arrangements  for  my  remaining  a  week  on  my  return  journey,  no 
examination  was  made  of  the  town. 

On  the  following  morning,  Thursday,  August  9th,  we  left  Syra- 
cuse in  a  coach  that  conveyed  us  to  a  railway,  beginning  at  a  dis- 
tance of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  town,  to  take  us  to  Auburn ; 
but  great  was  our  disappointment  at  finding  that,  instead  of  a  lo- 
comotive engine,  the  cars  were  drawn  by  horses,  of  which  there 
were  only  two  to  draw  about  twenty  passengers,  the  horses  being 
placed  one  before  the  other,  as  tandems  are  driven,  and  not  abreast 
The  rails,  too,  were  of  wood  instead  of  iron,  and  the  rate  of  trav- 
elling was  estimated  to  be  about  six  miles  an  hour.  We  had  to 
wait  half  an  hour  before  starting,  and  our  progress  was  then  so  te- 
dious that  we  all  thought  of  getting  out  to  walk  the  distance,  as 
the  most  expeditious  mode  of  the  two,  when,  to  add  to  our  mortifi- 
cation, we  met  a  train  of  cars  drawn  by  a  single  horse  coming  right 
against  us,  and,  the  rails  being  single  and  Uie  places  for  turning 
on  being  wide  apart,  we  had  to  shift  our  tandem  pair  from  the  front 
to  the  hind  part  of  the  train,  and  be  drawn  back  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  get  off  the  track,  and  let  our  advancing  rival  go  past  us. 
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After  a  very  tedious  ride  of  four  hours  in  performiug  twenty-two 
miles,  we  reached  Auburn,  the  entrance  to  which  was  by  the  great 
State-prison  and  the  other  public  buildings,  which  gave  it  a  very 
striking  appearance.     We  halted  here  for  refreshments,  and  then  4 

with  another  party  took  an  extra  coach  to  proceed  onward  by  way 
of  Cayuga  and  Geneva  to  Canandai^ua,  where  we  proposed  to 
sleep,  making  arrangements  before  we  left  for  our  return  to  Auburn, 
and  inspection  of  its  great  State-penitentiary  on  our  return  journey 
from  Niagara. 

On  leaving  Auburn  we  were  struck  with  the  high  state  of  culti- 
vation to  which  the  lands  on  each  side  of  the  high  road  had  been 
brought,  and  the  pretty  villas  and  neat  farmhouses  every  now  and 
then  peering  through  the  trees.  The  cattle,  too,  were  in  excellent 
condition,  and  everything  bore  the  marks  of  fertility,  industry,  and 
prosperity. 

After  a  ride  of  about  six  or  seven  miles  through  a  beautiful  farm-  '^■' 

ing  country,  we  approached  the  village  of  Cayuga,  seated  upon  the  j^     . 

lake  of  that  name,  of  which  we  had  a  commanding  view.    This  *^ 

fine  sheet  of  water  is  nearly  forty  miles  long,  and  about  two  miles 
in  average  breadth.  Its  waters  are  remarkably  clear,  and  are  said 
to  abound  with  fish.  The  lake  is  generally  shallow,  but  a  steam- 
boat plies  on  it  between  Cayuga  and  Ithaca,  a  distance  of  thirty-six 
miles.  It  is  crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  which  is  upward  of  a 
mile  in  length ;  it  resembles  the  long  bridge  across  the  Potomac, 
from  the  City  of  Washington  to  the  Virginia  side  of  the  river ;  and 
the  prospect  of  the  waters  and  its  surrounding  shores,  from  the  cen- 
tre of  this  bridge,  is  worth  a  short  halt  to  enjoy. 

Beyond  Cayuga,  at  a  distance  of  four  miles,  is  the  River  Seneca, 
which  has  a  rapid  descent,  like  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Mohawk, 
the  dechvity  here  being  forty-six  feet.  A  village  has  accordingly 
been  built  at  this  spot,  which  is  called  "  The  Village  of  Seneca 
Falls."  It  is  not  more  than  seven  years  since  it  was  begun,  and  it 
has  already  about  600  dwelling-houses,  seven  churches,  and  6000 
inhabitants.  The  establishments  here  are  chiefly  mills  and  manu- 
factories, all  requiring  the  aid  of  water-power,  of  which  there  seems 
such  abundance  throughout  this  fine  state,  that  coal  and  steam  are 
hardly  required  for  this  purpose  at  present. 

The  next  village  at  which  we  halted  to  change  horses  was  called 
Waterloo,  but  for  what  reason  I  could  not  learn,  except  that  it  was 
first  founded  in  1815,  and  was  so  called  probably  from  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  which  was  fought  in  that  year.  It  is  seated  on  one  of  the 
outlets  of  the  Seneca  River,  and  has  accordingly  several  mills 
turned  by  the  stream.  A  courthouse  and  jail  give  it  an  air  of  some 
importance,  but  there  are  not  more  than  1000  inhabitants  at  pres- 
ent residing  here,  many,  it  is  said,  having  gone  to  the  more  prom- 
ising village  of  Seneca  Falls. 

It  was  about  four  o'clock  when  we  approached  Geneva,  which 
Vol.  n.— R 
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opened  upon  us  in  all  its  beauty,  and  appeared  to  be  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  all  the  inland  towns  or  villages  we  had  yet  seen.  The 
lake,  at  the  head  of  which  it  is  seated,  is  thirty-five  miles  in  length, 
and  from  three  to  four  in  breadth.  It  is  called  "  The  Seneca 
Lake,"  as  the  Indians  of  the  Seneca  tribe  originally  occupied  the 
borders  of  both  the  lake  and  the  river  that  still  retain  their  name. 
Its  surrounding  shores  are  eminently  beautiful,  having  all  the  va- 
riety of  sloping  lawns  and  woods  in  some  parts,  and  high  cliffs  and 
projecting  promontories  in  others.  The  town  itself,  which  is  seated 
at  Its  northern  extremity,  or  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  looks  like  a 
series  of  clustered  villas,  scattered  in  groups,  and  deeply  imbosomed 
in  the  richest  groves ;  while  the  glittering  domes  and  slender  spires 
of  the  public  buildings  and  places  of  worship,  rising  from  among 
the  dwellings,  add  a  richness,  if  not  a  splendour,  to  the  whole. 

We  halteid  at  Geneva  to  dine,  and  passed  an  agreeable  hour 
there  in  rambling  through  the  town,  and  enjoying  the  many  beau- 
tiful prospects  of  the  lake,  which  are  presented  from  various  points 
of  view.  I  was  surprised  not  to  see  any  yachts  or  sailing-boats  on 
so  beautiful  a  sheet  of  water  as  this,  especially  as  it  has  three  pe- 
culiarities which  are  so  favourable  to  boating,  namely,  that  it 
abounds  with  salmon,  trout,  and  other  fish ;  that  there  is  almost 
always  a  breeze  on  the  water;  and  that  it  is  never  closed  with  ice. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  fine  pieces  of  water,  both  salt  and  fresh, 
with  which  America  abounds,  the  taste  for  aquatic  excursions,  ex- 
cept in  steam-vessels,  does  not  exist ;  and  I  do  not  temember  to 
have  either  seen  or  heard  of  a  yacht  or  pleasure-boat,  sailing  or 
rowing,  kept  by  any  person  in  the  country. 
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Beautiful  Position  and  Appearance  of  Geneva.— Peculiarities  of  the  Lake  on  Dvhich  it 
•tands.— Pretended  Female  Saviour  of  the  World.— Arrival  at  the  Village  of  Canan- 
daigua.— Description  of  the  Town  and  Lake  of  that  Name.— Excellent  Provision  for 

Sromiilgating  the  Laws.— History  of  the  Tract  of  the  Genesee  Country.- Sale  of  six 
liliions  of  Acres  of  Land.— Purchase  Money,  cightpence  Sterling  per  Acre— Same 
Land  now  worth  fifty  Dollars  per  Acre.— Arrival  at  Rochester,  on  the  iienesee  River. 
— Emhsrk  on  the  Erie  Canal  for  Buffalo —Statistics  of  the  Erie  Canal.— Names  of 
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--Locks  of  the  Canal  at  Lockport.— Arrival  at  Buffalo,  on  Lake  Erie.— Journey  to  the 
Cataract-house  at  Niagara. 

The  village  of  Geneva  contains  at  present  about  650  buildings, 
with  a  population  of  4000  persons,  a  public  college  and  an  acade- 
my, with  eight  churches ;  but  the  chaste  style  of  architecture  obser\'- 
cd  in  the  buildings,  the  many  agreeable  shrubberies  and  gardens, 
and  the  charm  thrown  over  the  whole  by  the  beautiful  lake,  make  it 
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one  of  the  most  inviting  places  of  summer  residence  I  have  ever 
seen ;  and  Avhen  America  comes  to  possess  a  class  of  men  of  for- 
tune retired  from  business,  who  will  seek  a  beautiful  country  resi- 
dence in  which  to  spend*  the  remnant  of  their  days,  Geneva  canndt 
fail  to  be  preferred  for  such  purposes,  and  to  be  abundantly  peopled 
with  such  a  class  of  inhabitants. 

The  villages  around  and  near  the  lake  are  many  of  them  re- 
markable. One  of  these,  on  the  eastern  borders,  is  called  Ovid ; 
and  nearly  opposite  to  it,  on  the  western  shore,  is  another  called 
Dresden.  It  was  near  to  this  that  once  resided  one  of  the  long 
line  of  religious  pretenders,  of  which  the  world  has  been  so  prolific, 
and  of  which  America  has  produced  her  full  share.  This  personage 
was  a  woman  named  Jemima  Wilkinson,  and  she  pretended  that 
she  was  the  saviour  of  the  world. 

Like  other  reUgious  impostors,  from  Mohammed  to  Joanna 
Southcott,  she  found  it  easy  to  obtain  believers ;  for  mankind  seem 
in  every  country  to  present  a  large  number  of  persons  ready  to  en- 
tertain any  absurd  beUef  that  is  offered  to  their  acceptance.  The 
trial  which  this  pretended  saviour  of  the  world  made  of  the  faith  of 
her  followers  is  sufficiently  ingenious  to  be  recorded.  She  caused 
it  to  be  announced  to  them  that,  on  a  certain  day  and  hour,  she 
would  start  from  a  given  point  of  the  lake,  and  exhibit  her  Divine 
power  by  walking  across  its  surface  to  the  opposite  shore.  Crowds 
"Were  of  course  attracted  to  the  spot  by  mere  curiosity,  and  many 
also  came  believing.  These  strewed  her  pathway  with  white  hand- 
kerchiefs for  her  to  walk  on,  from  the  carriage  in  which  she  came 
t)  the  edge  of  the  water,  in  imitation,  probably,  of  the  multitude 
spreading  palms  in  the  way  when  Jesus  entered  into  Jerusalem. 

Surrounded  by  these  faithful  followers,  she  advanced  as  far  as 
the  water's  edge,  and  ventured  about  ankle-deep  into  the  liquid 
dement  Seeing,  however,  that  this  yielded  to  the  pressure  of  her 
foot,  as  i^  would  do  to  that  of  any  ordinary  mortal,  and  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  go  farther,  she  adroitly  turned  round  to  her  ad- 
herents, and  asked  them,  with  a  loud  voice,  whether  they  really 
hac  faith  in  her  power  to  walk  on  the  lake ;  for,  if  they  had  no^ 
it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  do  so.  They  exclaimed,  with  one 
voice^  that  their  faith  was  complete,  and  without  a  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  Upon  which  she  cunningly  replied,  that  if  they  really  be- 
lieved in  her  power,  it  was  for  tnat  very  reason  fully  unnecessary 
to  exhibit  it ;  and,  returning  to  the  carriage  in  which  she  came,  she 
left  the  dduded  multitude  to  reflect  on  their  own  folly.  The  won- 
der is,  that  in  this  country  of  Lynch  law,  where  tarring  and  feath- 
ering for  mere  difference  of  opinion  is  so  often  practis^,*  the  said 

*  In  a  late  American  newspaper,  which  I  regret  to  hare  mislaid,  an  extract  is  giren 
from  one  of  the  joamals  of  the  Crusaders  in  the  HoW  Land,  showmg  that  the  practico 
of  pouring  boiling  pitch  on  the  shaTen  head  of  an  ofiender,  and  afterward  covering  him 
with  feathers,  was  used  bj  order  of  Richard  Ccear  de  Lion,  the  king  of  England,  du* 
nig  hit  wtn  in  Pdestine,  u  a  pvniahine&t  ligr  conncted  thieves. 
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Jemima  was  not  ducked,  which  in  her  case  might  have  been  ben** 
eficialy  as  putting  her  floating  powers  to  the  test,  and  helping  to 
cool  her  fervour. 

*  We  left  Geneva  after  dinner,  admiring  'the  prospect  of  the  town 
and  lake  from  the  height  above,  as  we  quitted  it,  quite  as  much  as 
when  we  entered ;  and,  proceeding  on  our  way  to  Canandaigua,  a 
distance  of  about  fifteen  miles,  we  arrived  alter  a  drive  of  three 
hours,  so  that  it  was  dark  when  we  alighted  at  the  hotel. 

In  the  morning  we  had  a  fine  prospect  of  the  town  and  lake, 
which  was  almost  as  beautiful  as  that  of  Geneva.  Immediately 
in  front  of  our  hotel  was  an  open  square,  in  which  the  public  build- 
ings were  placed,  including  a  courthouse,  prison,  and  office  of  the 
county-clerk  and  town-clerk.  It  desen^es  mention  that,  in  the 
smallest  township  of  America,  the  town-clerk  is  an  officer  who  is 
sure  to  be  found  at  his  office,  where  are  alwa}'s  deposited  a  com- 
plete set  of  the  laws  of  the  state,  to  which  the  humblest  citizen 
may  at  all  times,  within  reasonable  hours,  have  access ;  in  every 
county  town,  also,  the  county-clerk  has  at  his  office  a  complete  set 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  that  all  the  acts,  whether  of  the 
local  legislatures  or  the  general  government  of  Congress,  which 
have  become  law,  may  be  inspect^  at  all  times,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward, by  every  citizen  bound  to  obey  them ;  besides  which,  thej 
are  uniformly  published,  at  the  time  of  their  promulgation,  at  full 
length,  and  for  several  times  in  succession,  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment  newspaper  at  Washington  if  acts  of  Congress,  or  in  the  State 
newspaper  if  the  acts  of  any  separate  state  only. 

This  is  certainly  a  much  more  sensible  practice  than  that  whick 
prevails  in  England,  where  no  pains  are  taken  by  any  government 
officer  or  parliamentary  agent  to  promulgate  the  laws  m  detail  as 
they  pass,  or  to  multiply  depositaries  in  which  they  may  be  found 
by  any  one  desirous  of  consulting  them  without  fee  or  reward,  so 
that  we  are  guilty  of  the  injustice  as  well  as  absurdity  of  making 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  men's  conduct,  taking  no  pains  to  ensure 
their  knowledge  of  these  laws,  and  yet  shutting  out,  in  every  case, 
the  plea  which  so  many  thousands  of  British  subjects  might  tnily 
urge,  namely,  their  entire  ignorance  of  the  very  laws,  for  the  unin- 
tentional infraction  of  which  they  are  liable  to  punishment 

The  square  of  Canandaigua  forms  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
firom  it  branches  o£f,  in  opposite  directions,  the  principal  street, 
which  is  laid  out  and  lined  with  trees  for  a  length  of  two  miles, 
and  is  of  ample  and  uniform  breadth  in  every  part,  bemg  eight 
rods,  or  132  feet,  wide.  It  is  lined  on  each  side  with  separate 
villas,  surrounded  by  gardens,  rather  than  by  continuous  buildings; 
and  in  this  respect  it  resembles  some  of  the  fine  avenues  at  Chow- 
ringee,  in  Calcutta,  where  the  English  principally  reside;  the 
houses  bein^  aUnost  uniformly  white,  with  frequent  porticoes,  green 
Venetian  bhnds,  and  balustrades  or  verandas  in  firont  and  by  the 
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ndes.  There  are,  besides  the  private  buildings,  a  male  and  female 
acadcBiy,  a  bank,  and  four  churches,  the  largest  of  ivhich  is  the 
Episcopal,  and  is  a  great  ornament  to  the  town. 

The  Lake  of  Canandaigua  is  smaller  than  that  of  Cayuga  or  Ge- 
neva, being  only  14  mues  long,  and  from  one  to  two  miles  in 
breadth.  But  it  has  many  beautiful  seats  upon  its  banks ;  and  its 
woods,  gardens,  and  orchards  give  a  great  richness  to  its  beauty. 
A  steamboat  formerly  ran  on  the  lake  daily,  but  has  lately  been 
discontmued ;  but  considerable  trade  is  earned  on  here  labour  and 
agricultural  produce,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  principal  outlets  of 
the  surrounding  district.  The  number  of  houses  is  estimated  at 
600,  and  the  population  at  from  5  to  6000  persons. 

The  histoiy  of  the  tract  of  land  on  which  Canandaigua  is  seated 
furnishes  a  striking  example  of  the  rapid  increase!^  the  value  of 
landed  property,  when  changed  from  a  wifdemess  to  an  inhabited 
country. 

This  tract  was  originally  called  the  Genesee  country,  and  be- 
longed to  die  State  of  Massachusetts.  It  contained  6,000,000  of 
acres,  and  was  sold  by  the  state  to  two  private  purchasers,  named 
Phelps  and  Qorham,  for  the  sum  of  1,000,000  dollars,  or  six  acres 
for  a  dollar.  This  was  in  1787 ;  and  in  the  foUowm^  year,  Phelps, 
who  resided  m  Massachusetts,  set  out  to  take  possession  of  this  new  • 
domain.  The  occasion  was  deemed  so  solemn,  and  the  underta- 
king held  to  be  so  perilous,  that  when  he  took  leave  of  his  family,^ 
his  neighbours,  and  the  minister  of  the  parish,  it  was  regarded  by 
them  all  as  a  final  adieu,  as  they  hardly  ventured  to  hope  for  his 
safe  return,  and  shed  tears  copiously  at  their  separation.  Pursuing 
his  western  course  of  travel,  he  arrived  at  the  spot  where  Canan- 
daigua now  stands,  which  was  then  wholly  covered  with  thick 
forest,  and,  assembUng  together  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  to 
whom  this  territory  then  belonged — ^for  all  that  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts could  grant  was  the  right  of  settlement  if  the  Indians 
consented — and  with  the  assistance  of  a  State  commissioner,  who 
was  also,  a  missionary,  by  whom  he  was  accompanied,  he  concluded 

^  a  treaty  with  them  for  the  purchase  of  2,500,000  acres. 

The  Indians,  among  whom  were  the  well-known  chiefs  '^  the 

*  Farmer's  Brother*'  and  "  Red  Jacket"  (who  died  at  Buffalo  about  ' 

seven  years  ago),  wi^ed  to  make  the  Genesee  River  the  western 
boundary  of  the  white  man's  range ;  but  this  was  got  over  by  what 
must  be  called  a  stratagem  or  fraud ;  for  Phelps  represented  his  ^ 
intention  to  establish  saw-miUs  at  ^e  falls  of  Genesee,  where  ' 
Rochester  now  stands,  and,  under  pretence  of  wanting  a  large 
timber-yard  for  the  operation  of  his  mills,  obtabed  from  them  a 
tract  of  24  miles  by  12,  extending  from  the  falls  to  the  Liake  Ontario 
northward,  and  from  the  river  towards  the  back  country  12  miles 
westward.  In  1790,  another  portion  of  1,250,000  acres  was  sold 
to  another  purchaser,  Robert  Morris,  for  dghtpence  sterling  per 

12 
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•ere,  just  the  price  of  the  former  tract,  beiog  about  one  nxth  of  ft 
dollar ;  and  this  purchaser  sold  his  tract  soon  after  to  Sir  William 
Pulteney  in  England. 

The  first  two  purchasers,  Phelps  and  Gorham,  were  unable  to 
complete  their  contract  with  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  so  that 
about  4,000,000  of  acres  out  of  their  orieinal  purchase  reverted 
back  again  to  the  state ;  and  in  1796,  the  same  Robert  Morris 
purchased  this,  when,  after  selling  out  portions  to  individuals  to  raise 
the  fundfL  necessary  for  completing  his  own  purchase,  he  mortga* 
ged  the  remainder  to  a  large  moneyed  company  at  Amsterdam,  call* 
ed  ^*  The  Holland  Company,"  who  foreclosed  the  mortgage  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  for  which  their  advances  were  made.  These 
are  now  the  possessors  of  this  lar^e  tract,  from  which  they  make 
occasional  sales  lo  individuals,  of  lands  which  originally  cost  them 
about  sixpence  per  acre,  at  the  price  of  finom  20  to  50  dollars  per 
acre,  according  as  it  is  wanted  for  farming  purposes  or  residences; 
the  average  value  of  the  cleared  agricultural  land  here  being  from 
26  to  30  dollars  per  acre  throughout ;  and  every  year  augments  its 
price. 

We  left  Canandaigua  about  eight  o'clock,  in  ah  extra  coach  for 
Rochester,  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  August  10,  which  we  reached, 
•after  a  ride  of  27  miles,  m  five  hours.    Here  also  I  made  arrange- 
ments for  staying  a  week  on  our  return  journey,  and  therefore  we 
pushed  on  without  seeing  anything  but  the  first  aspect  of  the  town. 

As  we  had  now  become  fatigued,  from  the  long  journey  and  the 
rough  roads  over  which  we  had  cOme,  it  was  thought  best  to  take 
a  canal  packet-boat  from  hence  to  Buffalo,  especially  as  it  would 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  seeing  one  of  the  most  striking  portions 
'  'of  this  great  work,  in  the  succession  of  locks  at  Lockport  We 
accordingly  embarked  in  one  of  these  packets,  and  left  Rochester 
for  Buffalo  about  three  o'clock. 

Of  this  magnificent  canal  I  have  already  spoken,  in  the  general 
description  of  the  extent  and  resources  of  this  state,  written  at  Al- 
bany. It  was  commenced  on  the  auspicious  day  of  the  4th  of  July, 
1817,  at  Albany,  and  completed  in  1825  at  Buffalo,  the  whole  w^ 

length  of  the  canal  being  363  miles,  and  the  difference  of  levels 
between  its  two  termini  688  feet,  beginning  at  the  Hudson  River 
and  ending  at  Lake  Erie.  There  are  83  locks,  of  90  feet  in  length 
and  15  feet  in  breadth  each,  constructed  in  the  most  substantial 
^  manner  of  stone-masonry ;  and  there  are  18  aqueducts  for  convey- 
ing the  water  over  rivers  and  roads  in  the  way,  which  aqueducts 
are  also  built  of  stone,  and  generally  on  arches.  Three  of  these 
cross  the  Mohawk  River,  the  two  longest  of  which  are  748  and 
1188  feet  in  length ;  and  another,  crossmg  the  Genesee  River  at 
Rochester,  is  804  feet  in  length.  There  is  also  a  great  embank- 
ment of  72  feet  inr  height,  which  extends  for  nearly  2  miles ;  and 
at  Lockport,  where  5  locks  rise  in  succession,  one  after  another^ 
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lifting  the  boats  up  €0  feet  peipendiculary  there  is  a  cut  of  nearly 
three  miles  through  a  solid  bed  of  rock,  for  a  depth  of  about  20 
feet  all  the  way.  The  average  breadth  of  the  canal  is  40  feet  at 
the  top  and  28  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  the  average  depth  is  4  feet 
The  whole  expense  of  its  construction  was  about  eleven  millions 
of  dollars,  or  upward  of  two  millions  sterlmg ;  and  by  a  recent  act 
of  the  Lc^lature,  the  company  are  authorized  to  widen  the  canal 
from  40  to  70  feet,  to  increase  its  depth  to  six  feet,  and  to  dOul^le 
the  number  of  its  locks,  which  will  cost^  it  is  thought,  about  ten 
millions  of  dollars  more. 

No  money,  however,  could  be  better  laid  out,  as  this  communi- 
cation opens  a  way  from  the  Atlantic  at  New- York  almost  to  the 
Pacific  at  Astoria,  by  passing  through  the  Upper  Lakes  of  Ene, 
Huron,  and  Michigan,  and  by  the  Ohio  into  the  Mississippi,  ACs- 
8ouri,  Arkansas,  and  Red  River  up  to  the  footof  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains, from  whence,  before  many  years  are  over,  a  way  will  no 
doubt  be  opened  to  the  Columbia  River,  which  discharges  itself 
into  the  Pacific.  The  trade  on  this  canal  is  every  year  increasing^ 
and  new  boats  are  building  and  launching  upon  it  every  monu, 
no  less  than  400  having  been  added  in  the  present  year,  making 
the  whole  number  at  this  time  about  3700,  giving  employment  to 
22,200  persons  in  navigating  them.  Canals  firom  neighbouring, 
towns  leading  towards  this  ^eat  central  hi^hwav  are  also  very  nu- 
merous, and  constantly  on  the  increase,  so  uiat  the  tolls,  which  are 
very  light,  already  pay  a  large  revenue  to  the  state,  and  this  must 
improve  with  every  augmentation  of  its  commerce. 

One  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  large  number  of  names  of 
ancient  and  modern  cities  which  are  given  to  the  villages  along 
this  canal  route,  of  which  the  following  are  only  a  few :  West^  . 
Troy,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  Frankfort,  Utica,  Rome,  New-Lon- 
don, Syracuse,  Canton,  Berlin,  Lyons,  Palmyra,  Macedonville,  and 
Scio ;  besides  Peru  and  Albion,  as  counties ;  Jordan,  from  the  sa* 
cred  river  of  Palestine ;  and  Medina,  the  burial-place  of  Moham* 
med. 

The  boats  on  the  canal  are  constructed,  some  exclusively  for 
careo,  some  exclusively  for  passengers,  and  some  for  a  union  of 
both.  The  one  in  which  we  embarked  was  one  adapted  for  pas- 
sengers only,  and,  as  such,  was  called  a  packet-boat  It  was  up-^ 
ward  of  eighty  feet  in  length,  nine  feet  in  extreme  breadth ;  about 
fifty  feet  of  the  length  was  appropriated  to  the  cabin,  leaving  ten 
feet  for  spare  room  at  the  prow,  and  twenty  feet  fbr  steeraee-decK 
at  the  stem.  The  long  but  narrow  cabin  was  sufficiently  lofty  to 
admit  of  walking  with  ease,  and  the  roof  of  it  formed  the  upper 
deck  of  the  boat  On  each  side  of  the  cabin  were  seats,  neatly 
cushioned,  with  a  succession  of  windows,  and  Venetian  bhnds,  to 
open  or  shut  at  pleasure ;  and  through  the  centre  of  the  whole  ran 
the  long  table  at  which  the  paasengers  took  their  meal&    Thi 
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boat  was  drawn  by  three  horses,  who  were  kept  on  a  ful]  trot,  and 
changed  eretr  eight  or  ten  miles,  so  that  our  rate  of  i^>eed  was 
•bout  five  miles  an  hour.  As  a  day-conveyance  it  was  easy  and 
agreeable,  notwithstanding  the  occasional  inconvenience  of  stoop- 
ing under  low  bridges  from  time  to  time  crossing  the  canal,  as  this 
is  felt  only  by  those  who  choose  to  stand  on  the  upper  deck.  But 
ibc  B  nigbt-conveyance  we  found  k  extremely  unpleasant  At 
nine  o'clock  the  cabin  is  cleared  to  put  up  the  han^ng  bed-places, 
which  are  broad  shelves  suspended  by  cords,  hanging  over  each 
other  iu  a  triple  tier  on  each  side,  so  that,  besides  the  aiscomfort  of 
such  clooe  stowage,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  either  to  get  ia 
or  out 

We  were  glad,  therefore,  when  the  morning  came  to  release  us 
fiom  oar  impiisonment ;  and  our  pleasure  was  greatly  increased  by 
aniving  just  at  sunrise  at  the  Locbport  station,  where  the  boat  was 


lifted  up,  by  five  successive  locks,  a  height  of  60  feet  above  the 
kwer  level  in  less  than  15  minutes,  while  in  the  same  period  of 
time  another  boat  descended  from  the  higher  to  the  lower  level, 
through  a  corresponding  series  of  locks,  ranged  side  by  ade  with 
the  ascending  ones,  there  being  thus  a  double  range  of  locks,  the 
ascending  and  the  descending,  both  in  operation  at  the  same  time. 
The  masonry  is  of  the  most  solid  and  excellent  workmanship,  and 
CT^thing  about  it  is  well  calculated  for  durability. 

The  Tillage  of  Lockport,  which  is  partly  on  the  lower  and  part- 
Ij  on  the  higher  level,  contains  at  present  about  8000  inhabitant^ 
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though  in  1821  there  were  only  two  houses  in  the  place.  There 
are  now  also  seven  churches^  a  courthouse,  many  spacious  stores, 
about  600  houses,  and  several  large  hotels:  such  is  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  settlement  along  thb  track  of  the  canal. 

Beyond  Lockport,  at  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles,  the  canal 
enters,  at  a  place  called  Pindleton,  the  River  Tonnewanda,  called 
here,  as  usual,  the  Tonnewanda  '^  Creek.  This  broad  and  beauti* 
fid  stream,  flowing  through  a  densely-wooded  tract,  was  an  agree- 
able relief  after  the  narrow  limits  of  the  canal;  and  we  contmued 
to  pass  through  it  for  a  distance  of  12  miles,  till  we  again  entered 
the  canal  on  the  borders  of  the  great  Niagara  River  above  the  Falls, 
and  ran  side  by  side  with  it,  separated  only  by  the  narrowest  neck 
of  embankment,  till  we  reached  the  village  of  jBlack  Rock,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles ;  when,  going  through  another  portion  of  the 
canal,  cut  off  from  the  river  by  a  ridge  of  rock  and  stone,  as  a 
breakwater,  for  about  three  miles,  we  entered  the  port  of  Buffalo, 
on  the  Lake  Erie,  about  twelve  o'clock,  having  been  twenty-one 
hours  on  the  canal. 

We  remained  here  but  a  few  hours,  to  make  arrangements  for 
my  delivering  a  course  of  lectures,  to  commence  in  the  ensuing 
week ;  and,  having  seen  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  had  letters  of  in- 
troduction, and  completed  these  arrangements,  we  left  Buffalo  at 
half  past  five  by  the  railroad  car  for  Niagara,  int^ding  to  pass 
four  or  five  days  at  the  Falls,  and,  after  a  tedious  ride  of  22  mdes, 
we  reached  the  Cataract  Hotel  about  nine  o'clock. 
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First  Sight  of  the  Rapids  thave  the  Falls.— Visit  to  the  great  Cataract  aboTe  and  below. 
— Impressions  created  by  different  Views.— Lines  addressed  to  Niagara.~Repeatecl 
Excursions  to  every  Part  of  the  Falla.^ General  Description  of  the  Locality.— Indian 
Etymology.—"  The  Thander  of  the  Waters." — Difference  between  the  American  and 
Canadian  Falls. — Circuit  of  Goat  Island.— Bridge  and  FerrT.— Breadth  of  the  Strait, 
and  of  the  two  Cataracts.— Quantity  of  Water  dischargea  every  Minute.— Gradual 
Retrocession  of  the  Falls. — Facts  ot  Recent  date  in  support  of  this.— Daring  Leap 
over  the  Cataract.— Appearance  of  the  Scene  in  Winter.— Vast  Mound  of  Ice.— As- 
cent to  its  Summit.— Historical  Notices  of  the  Falls.- Register  of  Travellers.— Vil- 
lage of  Manchester.— City  of  the  Falls.— Hotels. 

The  hotel  in  which  we  slept  was  so  near  the  rapids,  just  above 
the  brink  of  the  great  Fall  on  the  American  side,  that  the  tremu- 
lation  occasioned  by  the  roUing  waters  kept  our  windows  in  a  con- 
stant rattle,  while  the  unceasing  roar  of  the  rushing  torrent,  flowing 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  balcony  of  our  bedroom,  kept  us  awake 
till  a  late  hour;  and  when  we  awoke  at  daylight,  after  a  broken 
and  feverish  sleep,  our  first  act  was  to  hasten  into  the  veranda,  to 
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■arrey  the  scene  around  os.  B^ng  on  the  higher  level  of  the  rir- 
er,  we  could  see  from  hence,  looking  downward  to  the  northwert^ 
the  immense  mass  of  rising  mist,  which  told  us  where  the  foaming 
cataract  descended,  and  between  our  own  portion  and  this  riang 
cloud  was  a  beautifully  varied  surface  of  islands  and  isleto,  bridges 
thrown  across  the  turbulent  rapids  from  rock  to  rock,  thickly  foH- 
eged  woods,  and  turbulent  and  rushing  torrents,  here  and  there 
broken  by  drifts  of  wreck,  or  impeded  by  forest  trees  that  had  got 
entangled  in  the  rocks,  and  the  whole  mass  boiling  like  a  caldrw. 
The  combination  was  full  of  beauty  and  of  grandeur ;  but  this  WM 
no  more  than  a  faint  glimpse  of  the  glories  of  the  scene. 


We  therefore  devoted  the  whole  of  the  day  to  a  visit  to  the  Fall^ 
and,  after  seeing  them  from  all  the  most  interesting  points  of  view 
on  both  sides  the  river,  as  well  as  from  the  lower  level  of  the  stream 
below — from  the  northern  and  western  extremities  of  Goat  Island, 
overhanmg  the  cataracts,  on  the  American  side;  from  the  table- 
rock  and  pavilion  heights  on  the  Canada  dde,  and  from  the  ferry 
across  the  river  just  at  the  foot  of  the  Falls,  and  between  the  two — 
we  returned  at  night  more  gratified  with  the  beauties  and  won- 
ders of  the  spot  than  we  haa  ever  been  before  with  any  work  of 
nature  or  of  arL  Our  feelings,  as  we  stood  on  different  points 
of  the  scene,  lost  in  awe  and  admiration,  were  too  deep  for  verbal 
utterance,  and  our  walk  was  therefore  more  than  usually  silent,  my 
wife,  my  son,  and  myself  scarcely  interchanging  any  other  words 
than  ejaculations  of  delight  or  expressions  of  awe  at  the  splendour 
and  sublimity  of  the  whole. 

During  one  of  thtse  akat  pauses,  as  yfe  sat  upon  a  rock,  sur- 
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lOOtuted  by  an  almost  untioddcn  grassy  sward,  and  thickly  orer- 
Imiig  fay  the  wild  foliage  of  the  woods,  but  within  full  nght  of  one 
of  the  grandest  views  of  the  waterv  mass,  I  traced  with  a  pencil 
anne  IJnea  to  Niagara,  which,  as  they  may  give  the  reader  some 
idea  of  the  feelings  by  which  I  was  impre^ed,  I  have  placed  with 
tbe  othra  documenls  assigned  to  the  Appendix,  where  uiey  will  be 
found.* 

We  remained,  on  the  whole,  five  days  at  Niagara,  two  of  wluch 
we  passed  on  the  American  side,  and  three  on  the  British ;  and 
during  all  that  period  we  were  almost  constantly  engaged,  from 
sunrise  to  sunset,  in  esaminmg  every  part  of  the  Falls  and  their 
surrounding  scenery,  crossing  the  river  from  side  to  side  in  boats 
at  least  a  dozen  times,  and  being  often  enveloped  in  the  Hade 
spray  occaaoned  by  the  descent  (^  the  waters,  from  the  neamen 
of  our  approach  to  their  falling  columns,  so  that  we  bod  an  oppoP' 
tunity  of  seeing  all  its  beauties  in  every  varie^  of  postion,  light* 
and  shade,  and  watching  its  ever-changing  hues  at  each  succesaiTS 
hour  of  the  day. 


Many  persons  had  expressed  to  us  thor  disappointmcDt  at  tbe 
first  ngbt  of  the  Falls,  though  thev  admitted  that  a  longer  stay  near 
them  had  gradually  developed  all  their  grandeur  ana  beauty.  I 
know  not  to  what  cause  or  to  what  land  of  temperament  to  attribute 
this ;  but  certunly  we  needed  no  progressive  developmmt  to  give 
us  the  fullest  impres»on  of  their  magnificence  and  sublimi^.  It 
appeared  to  us  firom  the  first  as  one  of  the  grandest  scenes  of  na- 
ture that  we  had  ever  visted,  and  it  continued  to  leave  the  same 
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impression  on  our  mmds  to  the  last ;  nor  was  there  anj  tingle  mo* 
ment  between  these  two  periods  in  which  our  admiration  or  our 
wcmder  abated  in  the  slightest  decree. 

During  our  stay  on  both  ndes  of  the  Falls^  we  had  personal  com- 
munication with  many  who  had  resided  near  them  all  their  lives ; 
with  others  who  had  visited  them  almost  every  year ;  and  with 
many  who  might  be  called  the  depositaries  of  all  the  traditional 
information  that  exists  respecting  them ;  and  with  the  assistance  of 
these  authorities,  and  such  published  details  as  were  accessible 
through  other  sources,  the  following  history  and  description  of  them 
was  prepared : 

Niagara  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  river,  though  it  is  constantly 
80  called,  but  rather  a  strait,  being  merely  a  channel  of  about 
fhirty-fiv^  miles  in  length,  and  from  one  to  five  miles  in  breadth, 
by  which  the  waters  of  the  upper  Lake  Erie  are  discharged  into 
the  lower  Lake  Ontario,  and,  proceeding  onward  from  thence,  forms 
the  River  St  Lawrence,  whidi  empties  itself  into  the  sea.  Nearly 
nudway  between  these  two  lakes,  Erie  and  Ontario,  or  at  the  exact 
ffistance  of  about  twenty  miles  below  the  former  and  fifteen  miles 
above  the  latter,  occurs  a  sudden  break  in  the  continuity  of  the  up- 
per level,  over  which  the  ^waters  flow ;  and  this  break,  exhibiting 
Itself  in  ^e  fwm  of  a  series  oC  perpendicular  clifl6,  stretching  right 
across  the  stream,  with  curvatures  and  irregular  hollows  or  recesses, 
to  the  height  of  164  feet,  the  sudden  descent  of  the  whole  body  of 
water  over  these  perpendicular  difi,  ia  its  passage  from  Lake  Erie 
to  Lake  Ontario,  constitutes  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  The  name  is 
Indian,  and  is  pronounced  thus,  JVee-e^g-ami,  and  not  Nia-ga-rah, 
as  is  sometimes  erroneously  done.  It  is  an  Irocyuois  word,  and  sig- 
nifies "  the  thunder  of  the  waters ;"  and  certauAy  no  name  could 
be  more  significantly  ai>propriate  than  this. 

The  Fal&  are  broken  into  two  separate  masses  by  the  intervention 
of  an  island  called  Groat  Island,  lying  nearly  midway  in  the  stream, 
and  proiectmg  its  northwestern  extremity  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
perpenclicular  clifil  The  body  of  water  between  this  island  and  the 
American  shore  is  called  the  American  Fall,  and  the  body  of  wa- 
ter between  the  same  island  and  the  Canada  shore  is  called  the 
Canada  Fall. 

The  American  Fall  is  about  900  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  water 
descends  nearly  perpendicularly  over  a  cliff  of  164  feet  in  height 
The  Canada  Fall  is  about  1800  feet  in  breadth,  including  a  deep 
indentation  or  hollow,  called  the  Horse-shoe  Fall,  and  it  descends 
with  a  greater  projectile  curve  beyond  the  perpendicular  line  over 
Glif&  of  158  feet  in  depth. 

The  greatest  mass  of  water  rushes  over  the  Canada  Fall,  and  on 
this  is  seen  to  the  greatest  advantage  the  rich  emerald  green  of  the 
liquid  and  moving  element  The  bright  sunlight  upon  the  waters 
of  this  Fall  produces  tints  of  indescribable  beauty,  and  the  mingling 
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oftlte  fbaining  jets  of  Snowy  white  with  the  clear  and  traoBpareot 
aquamarine  trifliance  diat  dwells  upon  the  crest  of  the  Fall,  pro- 
duces a  constant  variety  in  the  aspect  of  the  whole.  At  the  foot 
of  both  the  Falls,  the  clouds  of  mist  or  spray  occasioned  by  the 
boiling  turbulence  of  the  ag;itated  mass  rise  up  like  the  smoke  of 
incense  before  one  of  the  grandest  natural  altars  in  the  worid,  and 
ascend  into  the  air  in  curhng  wreaths  till  it  seems  to  mingle  with 
the  clouds  of  heaven. 

The  walk  around  Goat  Island,  and  over  the  slender  and  almost 
rocking  bridges  that  are  thrown  across  the  rapids  from  it  to  the 
shore,  and  from  it  to  the  smaller  islands  near,  is  full  of  beau^ ; 
while  the  dark  diadows  of  its  forest  trees,  the  dizzy  haglits  of  its 
beetling  clifls,  the  beautiiul  green  sward  of  its  least  frequented 
walks,  the  narrow  bridge  ana  isolated  tower  at  the  edge  of  the 
cataract,  with  the  rushing  fuiy  of  the  torrents  that  pass  between 
some  of  the  narrow  straits  and  the  almost  adjoining  islets  near  its 
edge,  Aunitdi  scenes  of  beauty  and  of  interest  which  could  never  tire* 


_  The  descent  to  the  stream  below  the  Falls,  on  the  American  side, 
IS  by  a  series  of  wooden  stairs,  sufficiently  safe,  though  rude  in  their 
construction,  and  tedious  from  their  number  and  steepness,  the  whole 
height  exceeding  200  feet  The  ascent  from  the  stream  on  the 
Craada  side  is  l^  a  good  broad  road,  sufficiently  steep,  but  practi- 
eable  in  its  zigzag  angles  for  horses,  or  even  for  a  carriaee,  and 
cut  chiefly  out  of  the  rocky  cliff 

At  either  side  is  a  set  of  slips,  from  which  the  feny-boats  are 
launched,  when  needed  to  convey  passengers  across.  The  boats 
•te  veil  built  and  well  adapted  to  the  servKe,  each  capable  of  ooi^ 
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tainin^  six  or  eight  persons  conveniently ;  they  are  rowed  acrosB 
by  a  single  man  with  a  pair  of  oars ;  ana  although  the  agitation  of 
>  the  water  produces  what  is  called  a  great  ripple  on  the  surface,  yet 
there  is  no  real  danger  in  the  passage ;  nor,  as  far  as  we  could 
learn,  had  any  boat  ever  been  upset  or  lost  in  going  across. 

On  the  Canada  side,  a  guard  of  British  troops  are  stationed,  to 
take  the  names  of  all  persons  going  and  coming,  and  the  object  of 
their  visit,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  each  day  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  station.  On  the  American  side,  all  is  perfectly  free. 
The  British  regiment  stationed  here  at  the  period  of  our  visit  was 
the  43d  foot,  or  ^*  The  Queen's  Own ;"  and  such  had  been  the  de- 
sertions from  it  to  the  United  States,  that  the  officers  themselves 
admitted  their  loss  of  men  to  be  extensive.  They  usually  secrete 
themselves  till  night  in  some  adjoining  wood,  then  scramble  down 
the  cliff  at  some  point  previously  explored,  and  either  go  across  on 
a  rude  raft,  or  supported  by  single  1ojb[S  of  wood,  or  sometimes  at- 
-4empt  to  swim  without  either,  in  which  case  they  very  frequently 
j^i  drowned. 

The  depth  of  water  is  much  greater  below  the  FaUs  than  above. 
In  the  distance  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  cataracts,  which  is  20 
miles,  the  breadth  of  the  Niagara  strait  is  from  one  mile  to  eight  or 
nine  miles  across  from  the  American  to  the  Canada  shore,  and  the 
depth  varies,  in  different  parts,  fix>m  16  feet  to  5250 ;  while  the  rate 
of  its  current  varies  between  two  and  eight  miles  an  hour,  according 
to  the  nature  and  angles  of  the  declivities  over  which  it  flows,  the 
entire  difference  of  level  between  the  pomt  where  it  leaves  Lake 
!&ie  and  the  point  where  it  falls  into  Lake  Ontario  being  334  feet 
In  the  distance  between  the  cataracts  and  the  outlet  of  Niagara 
into  the  Lake  Ontario,  the  strait  wmds  more  in  its  course,  and  the 
clifis  on  either  ade  are  much  higher,  exceeding  in  some  places  400 
feet.  The  depth  of  water  immediately  below  the  Falls  is  consid- 
ered to  be  greater  than  lower  down,  from  the  action  of  the  falling 
mass  on  the  bottom  of  the  bed  being  calculated  to  wear  it  contin- 
ually away ;  but  at  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  Falls,  the  nearest 
point  at  which  soundings  have  been  taken,  the  depth  is  ascertained 
to  be  260  feet  The  scenery  of  the  banks  below  the  Falls,  from 
the  cataract  to  Lake  Ontario,  is  more  romantic  than  above ;  and 
the  violent  rapids  called  the  Whirlpool,  which  occur  within  this 
space,  add  much  to  the  interest  of  the  scene. 

The  quantity  of  water  precipitated  over  the  Falls  has  been  thus 
calculated  by  different  autnorities.  President  Dwight,  of  New-Ha- 
Ten,  estimates  it  at  11,209,375  tons  per  hour ;  and  Darby  calculates 
the  mass  to  make  1,672,704,000  cubic  feet  per  hour ;  while  another 
authority,  Picken,  makes  the  quantity  to  be  113,510,000  gallons,  or 
18,524,000  cubic  feet  per  minute ! 

Nor  is  the  vastness  of  this  quantity  to  be  wondered  at,  consider- 
ing that  this  is  the  great  drain  of  four  Ivge  inland  seas,  Lake  Supe- 
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notj  Lake  llichigan,  Lake  Huron,  and  Lake  Erie,  xrith  all  the 
rivers  flowbg  into  them ;  but  it  certainly  excites  surprise  to  see,  a 
mile  or  two  below  the  Falls,  into  what  a  narrow  compass  the  whole 
of  this  surplus  water  is  compressed,  inducing  a  belief  that  there 
may  be  large  cavernous  opemngs  at  the  foot  of  the  Falls,  through 
which  a  ^reat  portion  of  the  water  finds  its  way  by  subterraneous 
channels  mto  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  beneath  the  natural  bed  of  the 
Niagara  Strait;  a  supposition  which  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the 
existence  of  many  cavernous  hollows  breath  the  Fsuls  in  the  cliffi 
over  which  they  are  precipitated. 

An  opinion  is  generally  entertained  that  the  cataracts  were  once 
much  lower  down,  near  Lake  Ojitario ;  and  that  they  have  receded 
gradually,  are  still  receding,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  to  the  end 
of  time.  The  appearances  of  the  opposite  cliSs  on  either  bank 
warrant  this  beUef;  besides  which,  if  the  rock  be  operated  upon  at 
fdl  by  the  friction  of  water,  it  must,  in  the  course  of  centuries^  grad* 
ually  diminish.  Now  the  rock  of  Nia^ra  clif&  is  not  granitic  or 
basaltic,  but  a  slaty  shale,  lyin?  in  horizontal  layers,  and  thus  pre*^ 
senting  those  level  ^rfaces  called  table-rocks.  The  process  of  it»  ' 
decay  is  visable  on  all  sides,  the  usual  order  of  that  decay  being 
first  the  decomposition  and  gradual  crumbling  away  of  the  looser 
and  more  ea^^y  parts  beneath  the  actual  edge  of  the  cliff,  thus 
leaving  a  ^helvmg  or  overhan^ng  rock  projecting  at  the  upper 
edge,  anc^  this,  gradually  losing  its  support,  ultimatefy  bresJos  away, 
borne  (town  by  the  pressure  of  the  rushing  flood. 

Urdemeath,  or  rather  behind,  the  Canada  Falls,  this  hoUowness 
of  the  cliff  is  so  ^at  that  some  parts  of  it  are  60  Yeet  within  the 
oitter  line  of  the  falling  water ;  and  it  is  in  this  concave  recess  that 
visiters  walk  along  when  they  descend  and  go  behind  the  falls ; 
that  is,  between  the  great  mass  of  falling  waters  and  the  cliff  ovier 
which  it  is  hurled — so  that  they  have  cavernous  hollows  on  the  ona 
side  of  their  slippery  path,  and  the  rushing  torrent  of  millions  oA 
tons  of  water  descending  on  the  other,  the  fluid  element  being  the 
only  medium  through  which  the  light  is  admitted,  and  the  dashing 
spray,  the  eddy,  winds,  and  the  whirlpools  of  dust,  sand,  and  wa* 
tar  batting  every  step  of  their  way. 

The  mass  called  Table  Rock  at  present  projects  fhfm  40  to  50 
feet  at  its  upper  edge,  with  a  deeply-curved  tioflow  underneath  it; 
and  from  the  appearance  of  large  nactures  in  different  parts  of  it, 
many  years  will  probably  not  elapse  before  the  projecting  portion 
will  fall  off  into  the  stream.  A  gentleman  of  nuffalo,  whom  we 
met  at  the  Falls,  remembered  distinctly  the  separation  of  a  large 
projecting  mass  from  the  American  side,  covenng,  as  h^  thought, 
at  least  half  an  acre  in  area ;  and,  indeed,  all  along  the  foot  of  the 
American  Fall  are  huge  masses  of  rock,  which  have  from  time  to 
time  been  separated  from  the  cliff  above  by  the  wearing  power  of 
the  water,  and  thus  hurled  into  the  stream. 
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It  18  wortfay  of  mention,  as  an  instance  of  the  sin^ar  taste  of 
individuals,  tnat  a  person  named  Sam  Patch,  who  had  acquired 
i  some  celebrity  for  his  power  of  leaping  from  great  heights  into  the 

water,  as  from  the  mastheads  and  yaridarms  of  ships  mto  the  sea, 
grew  more  ambitious  as  his  fame  increased,  and  made  a  round  of 
visits  to  the  greatest  falls  of  the  interior  to  repeat  his  feats  of  da- 
ring. At  a  point  called  Biddle's  Staircase,  where  a  descending 
jQi^t  of  steps  was  constructed  to  facilitate  the  going  beneath  the 

^ .  American  Falls,  at  the  exf&aae  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle,  the  presi* 

dent  of  the  United  States  Bank,  Patch  made  a  leap  of  118  feet  into 
the  stream  of  the  Niagara  below,  and  came  up  uninjured.  Subse- 
Quentiy  to  this,  however,  he  fell  a  victim  to  his  own  ambition  and 
K>lly  combined ;  for  in  attempting,  in  the  year  1829,  to  accomplish 
a  still  greater  feat,  by  leaping  from  a  point  of  rock  above  the  cen* 
tre  of  the  Genesee  FaUs,  at  a  height  of  126  feet  above  the  river, 
he  met  his  deatL    His  body  never  rose  again  to  the  surface  after 

^ '  it  first  sunk  below  it;  nor  was  it,  indeed,  found  until  some  months 

^g^fierwgrd,  when  it  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River, 
about  six  miles  below  the  spot  from  which  he  took  this  fatal  leap. 
The  appearance  of  Niagara  FaUs  in  winter  is  siid  to  be  extreme- 
ly beautiiul,  but  few  travellers  find  it  agreeable 'o^  convenient  to 
visit  them  at  that  inclement  season.  The  mhabitan\s  of  the  sur* 
rounding  country,  however,  often  come  here  during  the  winter,  and 
they  all  bear  testimony  to  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  scena. 
The  waters,  of  course,  continue  to  descend  then  with  th<»  same 
force,  and  in  the  same  quantity  or  mass,  as  in  the  summer.  But 
about  a  mile  of  two  above  the  cataract,  and  a  mile  or  two  beV)w 
tiie  water  is  completely  firozen  over,  so  that  passengers  can  waik 
across  in  perfect  safety.  The  waters  then  ru^  out  from  under  the 
ice  of  the  upper  level  to  supply  the  cataract,  and  pass  under  the 
ice  of  the  lower  level  in  their  way  to  the  St  Lawrence,  for  the  en* 
ffse  surface  of  the  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  are  then  frozen  over. 

The  surrounding  trees,  instead  of  being  cloUied  with  foliage,  are 
covered  with  the  most  brilliant  and  sparkling  coruscations  of  snow 
^  ^  and  ice ;   and  in  a  bright  sunshine,  the  splendour  of  the  scene  is 

enchanting.  At  this  period,  masses  of  floating  ice,  dissevered  from 
the  frozen  lake  and  stream  above,  are  precipitated  over  the  FaUs 
in  blocks  of  several  tons  each.  These  often  remain  at  the  foot  of 
the  cataract  without  going  farther,  from  the  stream  bemg  closed 
below ;  and  as  they  accumulate,  they  get  progressively  piled  up, 
like  a  Cyclopean  wall,  built  of  huge  blocks  of  ice  instead  of  stone. 
This  singular  masonry  of  nature  gets  cemented  by  the  spray,  which, 
rising  in  clouds  of  mist  as  usual  from  the  foot  of  the  FaUs,  attaches 
itself  in  its  upward  progreai  to  the  i^  wall,  and  soon  gets  frozen 
with  the  rest  of  the  mass,  helping  to  fill  up  the  interstices  between 
the  larger  blocks  of  which  this  architecture  is  composed.  This  pro- 
•  4  cess,  when  the  winter  is  severe,  goes  on  for  several  montliis,  trom 
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December  to  April ;  and  a  gentleman  of  Buffalo  mentioned  to  is  *| 

that,  four  winters  ago,  a  gigantic  mound  of  this  description  was  pro-  4 

gressively  built  up  right  in  front  of  the  American  Falls,  to  a  height  H 

of  about  20  feet  above  the  level  of  the  upper  stream.  The  outer 
front  of  this  icy  wall  or  mound  was  nearly  perpendicular,  but  the 
inner  front,  or  that  immediately  facing  the  cataract,  was  an  inclined 
plane,  at  an  angle  of  from  60  to  70  decrees,  the  thickness  being  ' 

greatest  at  the  base,  and  constantly  dimmishing,  and  the  distance 
of  the  mound  from  the  water,  as  it  fell  over  the  cliff,  scarcely  ex- 
ceeding 100  feet  Being  anxious  to  ascend  to  its  summit,  he  pro- 
cured two  labourers  of  the  neighbourhood,  with  a  pickaxe  and 
shovel,  by  which  steps  were  easily  cut  on  the  sloping  ascent,  when, 
providing  themselves  with  worsted  mittens  for  the  hands,  they  all 
succeeded  in  scaling  this  icy  mound,  and  stood  upon  the  summit  of 
it,  20  feet  above  the  upper  ed^e  of  the  Falls,  and  nearly  200  feet 
in  perpendicular  height  from  tne  ordinary  level  of  the  stream  be- 
low. The  mound  did  not  begin  to  diminish  much  till  May,  and  did  ^ 
not  entirely  disappear  till  June.                                                          ft 

This  wonder  of  nature  does  not  appear  to  have  attracted  such 
early  attention  from  voyagers  and  travellers  as  might  have  been  , 

expected.    The  French  travellers  Champlam  and  Le  Roux  visit- 
ed Lake  Ontario,  the  former  in  1604,  the  latter  in  1628,  but  neither 
of  them  make  the  least  mention  of  these  Falls  at  Niagara.    In  a 
work  on  the  Geography  of  Upper  Canada,  by  Michael  Smith,  the 
third  edition  of  v^ich  was  published  at  Philadelphia  in  1813,  the 
writer  says  he  discovered  two  dates  cut  on  the  rocks  near  Niagara 
as  early  as  1606.    Mr.  Ingraham,  however,  the  author  of  the 
Guide  to  Niagara,  could  find  none  earlier  than  1711  or  1712, 
though  those  of  1606  may  have  escaped  his  search  or  become  ob- 
literated, or  the  very  rock  itself  on  which  they  were  inscribed  may 
have  crumbled  or  broken  awav«    Dr.  Banton,  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal  of  1798,  says  that  the  Falls  were^ 
delineated  by  the  French  artists  in  1638,  and  that  thdr  present  ap-     « 
pearance  is  just  that  which  they  bore  then.    Their  position  is  in- 
serted on  Sanson's  Map  of  Canada,  published  m  1657,  and  on  •  * 
Creuxio's  map  of  the  same  country  in  1660,  though  it  is  lemarkable 
that  in  his  work  **  Historias  Canadenss,''  to  which  this  map  is  ap- 
pended, no  description  of  these  Falls  is  given.    Father  Hennepin,  ^ 
a  French  ecclesiastic,  describes  them  in  1678,  and  ^ves  an  engra- 
ved view  of  them  as  they  appeared  at  the  same  penod. 

The  number  of  travellers  that  have  since  visited  this  interesting 
spot  has  caused  villages,  towns,  and  hotels  to  spring  up  for  their  ^ 

accommodation,  and  led  to  their  keeping  a  manuscript  register  of 
the  names  of  the  visiters,  which  already  ffitls  many  volumes.  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  inspectmg  a  few  of  these  volumes  of  the  most 
recent  date,  and  was  really  surprised  to  find  so  large  a  proportion 
of  the  remarks  entered  opposite  the  names  Yrivolous  and  contempt*  A*. 

13  ^^^ 
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ible  in  the  extreme,  so  much  so  as  to  justify  the  appropriate  remark 
made  by  one  writer,  who  says, "  One  has  but  to  look  first  on  the 
cataract,  and  then  on  this  register  of  its  visiters,  to  be  satisfied  of 
the  truth  of  the  saying,  that  there  is  but  one  step  between  the  sub- 
lime and  the  ridiculous." 

The  Tillage  that  has  sprang  up  on  the  American  side  of  Niagara 
is  called  Manchester,  because  it  was  hoped  by  its  founders  that  the 
great  extent  of  water-power  which  could  here  be  brought  into  op- 
eration for  mills  and  manufactories  would  make  it  the  Manchester 
of  the  West.  This  expectation  has  not  yet  been  realized,  however, 
nor  does  it  appear  probable  that  it  ever  will     At  present  there  is 

i  a  large  paper-mill  on  Goat  Island,  which  makes  about  10,000 

reams  of  paper  annually;  and  there  are  some  saw-mills,  flour-mills, 
and  a  hat  manufactory  on  the  bank ;  but  the  village  is  very  insig- 
nificant, and  derives  all  its  importance  from  the  visiters  to  theFalb. 

^  On  the  Canada  side  there  is  at  present  no  town,  though  a  place 

has  been  mapped  out  on  paper  in  the  American  fashion,  called 
%  "  The  City  of  the  Falls ;"  but  not  a  single  house  of  the  projected 
city  has  yet  been  erected.  There  are  three  hotels  on  this  side,  the 
9  Clifton,  the  Pavilion,  and  the  Ontario.  The  last  is  at  present  occu- 
pied as  barracks  or  quarters  for  the  officers  of  the  43d  regiment  of 
the  British,  the  troops  being  encamped  on  the  heights ;  and  the 
second  is  occupied  chiefly  also  by  the  officers  for  their  mess,  so 
that  the  Clifton  is  the  only  one  now  much  frequented  by  visiters. 

The  hotels  on  both  sides,  like  all  those  we  had  stopped  at  in  our 
journey  across  from  Saratoga  to  Niagara,  are  all  built  on  too  large 
a  scale  for  comfort.  There  are  spacious  drawing-rooms,  vast  £- 
ning-rooms,  ample  piazzas,  and  large  bar-rooms  and  halls ;  but  the 
bedrooms  are  all  miserably  small  and  ill-furnished ;  and  ibe  prov- 
ender, though  abundant  enough  in  quantity,  is  worse  in  quality, 
badly  cooked,  carelessly  served  up,  hacked  and  torn  to  pieces  rath- 
*«r  than  carved,  and  handed  about  by  disgustingly  dirty  waiters. 
From  the  great  length  of  the  tables  and  ^e  number  of  dishes  to 
set  on,  and  from  the  absence  of  covers  and  warm  plates,  the  fiist 

**  dish  is  always  cold  before  the  last  is  brought  on ;  and  the  misera- 

ble quality^  and  fewness  of  the  vegetables,  and  the  greasy  mixtures 
and  messes  scattered  over  the  table,  are  calculated  to  take  away 
the  appetite  by  their  very  aspect  Yet  the  great  majority  of  the 
guests  are  evidently  satisfied,  and  appear  wholly  insensible  to  the 
defects  mentioned,  so  eflectually  does  habit  reconcile  men  to  all 
things. 


% 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

SzcDTsioD  to  the  Tuscarora  S«ttlement.—Hi8toi7  of  this  Tribe  of  Indians. — Coancil  of 
the  Sacheint,  Chiefs,  and  Warriora.— Object  of  the  Meeting.— Women  and  Children 

Jreeent  at  theCoancii. — Description  of  the  mixed  Assembly. — Terms  proposed  to  the 
ndians. — Translation  of  the  Lnglish  Speech  into  the  Tuscarora  Tongue.— Opposi- 
tion made  to  the  Treaty.— Final  Assent  of  the  Chiefs.— Signatures  and  Ratification 
by  Witnesses. — Statistics  of  the  Tribe  in  Numbers  and  Lands. — Mode  of  Government 
and  Sute'of  Property.— Missionary  Labours,  Religion,  and  Education.- Difficulty  in 
teaching  the  Women  and  Children — Return  to  Niagara  along  the  Banks.— Extensive 
Forests  towsrds  Lake  Ontario.— Brock's  Monument— Outlet  of  Niagara.— Descrip- 
tion of  the  Devil's  Hole  and  Whirlpool. — Finest  distant  View  of  the  Cataract.— Pas- 
sage of  the  Ferry  after  Sunset.— Grandeur  of  this  Night-view  of  the  Cataract.— Last 
Look  at  the  Falls  firom  Table  Rock.— Increased  Beauty  and  Sublimity  of  the  Scene. 

During  one  of  the  days  of  our  stay  at  Niagara,  we  were  invited 
by  General  Gillett  and  Mr.  Allen,  two  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States'  Government  for  Indian  affairs,  to  visit,  with  them, 
the  settlement  of  the  Tuscarora  Indians,  at  a  distance  of  about  sev* 
en  miles  only  from  the  village  on  the  American  side  of  the  Fallsi 
as  they  were  going  there  to  hold  a  council  of  the  sachems,  chiefs, 
and  warriors  of  that  nation,  to  present  to  them  an  amended  treaty, 
as  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  awaiting  only  their  ratification. 
We  readily  availed  ourselves  of  so  favourable  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  Indian  life  and  manners;  and,  accordingly,  left  Niagara  at 
noon  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  August,  in  company  with  these  gen- 
tlemen and  Mrs.  General  Gillett,  for  the  spot,  in  an  extra-coach 
and  four,  and  reached  the  settlement  in  little  more  than  an  hour. 

The  Tuscarora  Indians  were  originally  a  northern  tribe,  and  very 
powerful ;  about  three  centuries  ago,  and,  consequently,  long  before 
the  visit  of  any  settlers  of  the  white  race,  they  were  led  by  their 
wars  and  successes  as  far  south  as  the  Carolinas,  but,  after  remain^ 
ing  there  some  years,  they  were  driven  out  by  a  more  powerful  en** 
emy  from  that  quarter,  and  returned  to  the  North  again  as  their 
original  home.  Since  then  they  have  always  lived  within  the  State 
of  New- York,  having  formed  the  sixth  tribe  of  that  powerful  con* 
federacy  of  Indians  called  "  The  Six  Nations."  In  process  of  tune, 
the  State  Government  and  the  General  Government,  acting  in  con- 
cert, prevailed  upon  them  to  part  with  the  greatest  portion  of  their 
lands,  but  kept  for  them  a  certain  tract,  which  is  called  the  "  Tus- 
carora Reservation,"  induced  them  to  put  aside  many  of  their  In- 
dian habits,  and  become  agriculturists.  They  have  now  follow- 
ed this  mode  of  life  for  nearly  fifty  years ;  but  so  slow  is  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Indians  in  acquiring  the  hatnts  of  more  civilized  people, 
that  they  arc  a  full  century  behind  all  their  surrounding  neighbours, 
both  in  the  condition  of  their  lands,  their,  cattle,  their  dwelling3| 
and  themselves. 
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Impressed  with  a  belief  that  the  removal  of  all  the  Indian  tribes 
^  to  the  new  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  will  be  beneficial 

to  the  tribes  themselves,  and  place  the  lands  now  occupied  by  them 
here  in  the  hands  of  white  settlers,  who  will  bring  them  to  a  much 
more  productive  state  of  cultivation,  the  General  Government  have 
prevailed  on  those  who  remain  of  the  Six  Nations  settled  in  the 
State  of  New-York  to  enter  into  treaties  with  them  for  their  re- 
moval, and  they  have  now  almost  all  acceded  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed. 

The  object  of  the  council  to  be  held  to-day  was  to  ratify  this 
treaty  by  the  signatures  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Tuscarora  nation.  The 
meeting  was  held  in  the  church,  built  on  the  reservation  lands  for 
the  use  of  the  Indians,  over  which  a  Christian  missionary  presides 
as  minister.  The  number  present  did  not  exceed  100,  of  whom  about 
60  were  men,  and  the  rest  women  and  children.  The  men  were 
seated  on  one  side  of  the  church,  the  women  on  the  other.  The 
costume  was  a  strange  mixture  of  the  Indian  and  European,  their 

farments  mostly  of  the  latter,  their  ornaments  mostly  of  the  former, 
he  costume  of  the  women  was  entirely  Indian ;   and  it  has  been 
remarked,  that  while  the  men  willingly  adopt  the  European  mode 
of  dress  so  long  as  they  can  retain  their  Indian  belts,  feathers,  and 
trinkets,  the  women  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  the  least 
\  approach  to  it,  but  continue  to  wear  the  garments  and  exhibit  the 

ornaments  of  their  ancestors,  without  alteration.  1^ 

The  women  take  no  part  in  the  public  councils  of  their  Indian 
husbands  generally,  but  on  this  occasion  General  Gillett  had  re- 
quested their  attendance  in  the  church,  that  we  might  have  a  good 
opportunity  of  seeing  them.  They  brought  with  them  various 
kmds  of  work,  such  as  small  baskets,  reticules,  and  moccasins  or 
slippers,  all  of  which  they  ornament  with  coloured  beads,  porcu- 
pme's  quills,  and  other  braiding,  and  execute  this  with  the  needle 
with  great  skill  and  taste.  They  continued  their  work  without  in- 
terruption while  the  business  of  the  council  was  proceeding ;  and 
some,  who  had  their  children  with  them,  in  little  cradle  baskets  not 
unlike  a  violin  case,  sometimes  hung  them  up  at  a  peg  on  the  wall, 
9r  over  the  backs  of  the  seat  next  before  them,  and  thus  amused 
them  by  talking  and  play  when  they  showed  signs  of  impatience. 
The  women  were  nearly  all  stouter  or  fatter  than  the  men ;  the  com- 
plexions of  both  were  very  dark ;  but  we  did  not  see  a  single  hand- 
some face  among  them  all,  while  many  were  extremely  unprepos- 
sessing ;  and  the  general  expression  was  that  of  sullenness  and  im- 
becility. 

The  council  was  opened  by  General  Gillett,  announcing  to  the 
sachems,  chiefs,  warriors,  and  head  men  of  the  Tuscaroras  that  he 
had  been  commissioned  iDy  their  Great  Father,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  hold  a  friendly  talk  with  them  on  the  subject  of 
the  trea^  lately  assented  to,  which  treaty  had  been  ratified  by  the 
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Senate,  with  certain  amendments.  In  its  present  state,  the  treaty 
undertook,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
States,  the  following  duties :  to  appropriate  from  the  national  funds 
the  sum  of  400,000  dollars,  which  was  to  be  thus  expended :  1st, 
in  the  remoyal  to  the  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi  of  all  the 
remaining  Indians  now  in  the  State  of  New->York;  2a,  in  subsist 
ing  these  Indians  for  a  period  of  one  year  after  their  arrival  ia 
their  new  territory ;  3d,  in  fiirnidiing  them  with  agricultural  inn 
plements  and  fieummg  stock ;  4th,  in  building  for  them  dwellings, 
achoolhouses,  and  churches.  It  was  to  be  understood  that  the 
whole  sum  of  400,000  dollars  was  to  be  thus  expended,  and  no 
more ;  and  the  proportions  to  be  given  to  each  particular  object 
would  depend  on  the  determination  of  the  several  councils  of  the 
respe<^ve  tribes,  and  on  the  state  of  the  funds,  as  they  were  grad- 
ually expended. 

The  objects,  however,  were  to  be  accomplished  in  the  order  ia 
which  they  were  enumerated,  so  that  if  much  were  expended  on 
the  first  two,  little  would  remain  for  the  others ;  and  if  th^  first  two 
were  accomplished  for  a  comparatively  small  sum,  the  more  would 
remain  for  carry'mg  the  others  into  execution.  But  ia  the  calcula** 
tion  of  General  Gulett  himself,  as  submitted  to  the  council,  it  ap« 
peared  that  the  whole  sum  of  400,000  dollars,  large  as  it  seems, 
would,  when  it  came  to  be  appropriated  among  all  the  Indians  of 
^8ie  State  of  New-York,  whose  removal,  subsistence,  and  outfit  it  was 
to  accomplish,  amount  to  only  80  dollars  for  each  individual,  as 
the  whole  number  to  be  removed  were  about  5000  pers(ms :  a  small 
sum  to  cover  the  long  journey,  the  year's  subsistence,  the  outfit  in 
ferming  stock,  and  the  building  of  dwelling,  schools,  and  churches. 

It  was  added  that  each  man  would  receive,  on  reaching  his  des* 
tination,  a  grant  of  300  acres  of  the  govermn^t  land,  firee  of  cost, 
the  clearing  of  which  would,  however,  be  a  work  of  some  time, 
and  devolve  on  himself;  and  with  respect  to  the  ^  Tuscarora  Reser* 
vation,"  which  they  were  to  leave  behind  them  here,  the  govern* 
ment  undertook  to  sell  these  lands  to  the  best  advantage,  invest  the 
proceeds  in  government  stock,  and  pay  over  to  the  tribe  the  amount 
of  interest  thus  yielded,  in  perpetual  annui^. 

If  such  a  proposition  as  tiiis  were  made  to  a  body  of  European 
emigrants  or  to  a  company  of  American  settlers,  it  would  be  the 
foundation  of  their  future  prosperity,  and  they  would  soon  grow 
rich  upon  it ;  old  lands  to  be  sold  and  converted  into  an  annuity, 
fiew  lands  to  be  had  for  nothing,  and  80  dollars  per  head  to  be 
given  as  capital  for  the  journey,  subsistence,  and  stock,  would  be 
advantages  which  few  white  s^ers  enjoy.  But  to  the  Indians, 
whose  indolence  and  incapacity  are  so  deeply  rooted  and  appa^ 
tently  incurable,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  wdf  do  more  than  just 
Berve  to  protract  a  joyless  and  unimproving  existence. 

The  advantage  to  the  state,  however,  o[  removing  all  the  Ii^ 
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dians  west  of  the  Mississippi^  and  placing  the  lands  at  present  held 
by  them  in  the  possession  of  a  more  energetic  and  improving  race, 
18  undoubted ;  besides  removing  a  constant  cause  of  dissatisfaction 
to  the  surroundmg  whites,  which  the  drunken  habits,  loose  morals, 
%nd  ferocious  and  vmdictive  propensities  of  these  Indians  so  con- 
stantly occasion,  and  of  which  two  striking  instances  were  record- 
ed in  the  papers  of  the  very  day  on  which  we  visited  the  Tusca- 
rora  settlement  One  of  these  was  the  murder  of  several  white 
families  by  the  Indians  settled  in  New-Jersey ;  and  the  other  was 
a  fatal  conflict  in  one  of  the  frontier  states  between  some  few  Sioux 
and  Chippewa  Indians,  in  which  the  conquering  party  signalized 
their  triumph  by  roasting  and  eating  one  of  their  captives! 

The  reading  of  the  propositions  contained  in  the  amended  treaty 
having  been  finished  by  General  Gillett,  he  invited  any  one  who . 
had  objections  to  make  to  stand  up  in  the  council  and  state  them. 
There  was  evidently  a  strong  disposition  on  the  part  of  several  to 
do  this,  and  some  had  even  been  furnished  with  calculations  in 
figures,  ifaowing  that  the  400,000  dollars  would  be  insufficient  to 
accomplish  the  objects  proposed.  But  a  want  of  self-possession,  or 
courage  to  riae  and  address  the  assembly  publicly,  deterred  the  in- 
dividuals from  80  doing ;  and,  therefore,  the  objectors  formed  them- 
selves into  groups,  and  discussed  the  objections  among  themselves. 

Only  a  few  among  the  whole  number  present  understood  Eng^ 
lish,  and  these  were  entirely  confined  to  the  men ;  the  women  anHt  ■ 
children  spoke  only  the  Tuscarora  tongue.  Into  this  tongue  the 
address  of  General  Gillett  was  translated  by  an  Indian  who  stood 
beside  him,  and  who  gave  the  English  address  in  the  Tuscarora 
language,  sentence  by  sentence,  as  it  was  pronounced ;  the  inter- 

!>reter  spitting  his  tobacco  fluid  on  the  floor  at  every  pause,  so  as  to 
eave  quite  a  little  pool  on  the  church  floor  at  his  feet  when  the  ora- 
tion was  ended.  All  \he  Indians,  old  and  young,  appeared  to  chew 
this  offensive  weed  immoderately ;  and  the  smell  of  the  breath  of 
women  and  men  was  sufficient  to  prove  that  they  drank  spirits  habit- 
ually. The  sounds  of  the  language  were  remarkably  few,  and  these 
harsh,  jerked,  and  guttural.  I  dteerved  particularly  that  there 
were  no  visible  labials,  as  the  translator  never  closed  his  lips  to 
touch,  not  even  once,  during  his  whole  task ;  the  dentals  were  few, 
and  the  vocals  thick,  and  suppressed  in  utterance ;  and  the  language 
was  apparently  so  difluse  that  many  of  th(*  shorter  sentences  took 
often  more  than  twice  the  time  to  convey  in  Tuscarora  that  it  did 
to  express  them  in  English,  while  there  was  neither  grace,  dignity, 
nor  beauty  in  the  whole  or  in  its  parts. 

During  the  course  of  the  discussion  among  the  objecting  groups 
before  referred  to,  one  of  the  Indians  was  irritated  by  something 
Uiat  had  been  said  by  another,  and  in  an  instant  his  hot  blood 
seemed  to  be  set  in  violent  motion.  He  accordingly  denounced 
the  whole  scheme  as  a  flat  robbery,  abused  the  United  States'  Gov- 
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enmient  as  the  o|f>res8ors  of  the  Indians ;  said  his  father  »id  his 
father's  fathers  had  been  engaged  in  treaties  before  him,  and  were 
invariably  cheated,  as  all  the  Juidians  had  been,  out  of  that  which 
rightly  belonged  to  them ;  that  the  Toscarocas  had  already  once 
gone  by  treaty  to  Green  Bay  in  Michigan,  and  were  forcibly  re- 
moved from  thence ;  that  now  they  were  going  west  of  the  Mis^ 
sippi,  and  by  the  time  they  had  got  their  lands  in  order  there,  they 
would  be  pushed  off  by  another  treaty  farther  west,  till  they  drove 
them  beyond  the  Roc%  Mountains,  and  there  would  be  no  rest  for 
them  but  in  the  grave. 

With  all  this,  however,  few  seemed  to  sympathize,  the  greater 
number  listening  to  him  with  a  vacant  laugh;  which  at  once  show- 
ed their  want  of  feeling  as  well  as  of  intellect  It  ended,  how- 
ever, in  all  objections  being  either  answered  or  overruled,  so  that 
at  length  the  chiefs  consented  to  sign  the  amended  treaty,  though 
it  was  said  that  on  the  previous  day  a  deputation  had  arrived  from 
a  portion  of  the  Seneca  Indians  south  of  Buffalo,  declaring  that  a 
laree  portion  of  that  body  were  averse  to  the  proposed  removal, 
and  that  they  had  resolved  to  murder  every  man  who  agned  the 
treaty,  as  far  as  they  could  (hscover  them ! 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  general,  Mrs.  Buckmgham,  my  son,  and 
myself  were  invited  to  witness  the  signatures  of  the  chiefs,  who 
called  up  in  the  order  of  their  seniority  and  precedence  to 
their  names  to  the  treaty.  The  oldest  man  of  the  tribe  hap- 
pened to  be  the  principal  chief,  and  was  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 
he  was  the  son  of  an  American  father  and  Indian  mother,  and  had 
more  of  the  American  than  of  the  Indian  in  his  countenance.  Such 
o^pring  are  very  common,  and  as  many  as  one  fourth,  perhapjs,  of 
the  assembly  present  were  of  this  descnption.  But  all  this  mixed 
race  become  Indians  in  their  education,  associations,  and  habits,  as 
it  is  the  invariable  practice  in  such  cases  to  leave  tiie  children  en- 
tirely to  the  mothers ;  and  their  unchangeable  attachment  to  In- 
dian manners  is  such,  that  they  bring  up  their  children  as  far  re- 
moved as  possible  from  the  influence  of  the  whites. 

The  venerable  old  chief  signed  his  name,  Nicholas  Cusick,  and 
he  was  followed  by  about  ten  or  twelve  of  the  others,  some  of 
whom  could  write,  and  who  signed  with  English  or  American 
names,  as  William  Mountpleasant,  James  Chew,  William  Jack, 
and  so  on ;  while  others,  who  could  not  write,  made  their  crosses, 
as  some  of  the  unlettered  barons  of  England  were  accustomed  to 
do  in  feudal  days.  My  son  and  myself  attested  these  signatures  as 
witnesses,  and  a  small  sum  was  then  given  by  the  general  as  a  gift 
from  the  Great  Father,  to  be  expended  in  tobacco  and  presents, 
the  greater  part  of  which,  we  were  told,  was  hkely  to  be  spent  in 
rum  or  whidtey. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  with  sdch  of  the  Indians  as  could 
speak  English,  we  learned  that  the  whole  number  of  the  Tuscarom 
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tribe  now  settled  on  the  resenratkm  was  less  Aan  300  persons^ 
though  fi%  years  ago,  or  about  the  period  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, they  could  brin^  10,000  warriors  into  the  field ;  so  greatly 
had  their  numbers  difninished.  There  is  no  doubt  that  their  con- 
tiguity to,  and  intercourse  with,  the  whites,  have  materially  con- 
tnbuted  to  this  decline  in  their  numbers ;  fii^,  from  the  free  use  of 
ardent  j^Mrits,  which  the  whites  first  taught  them,  and  have  since 
turned  to  purposes  of  unholy  gain ;  secondly,  from  the  appearance 
among  them  of  many  fearfully  destructive  diseases,  previously  un* 
known  among  their  tribe,  and  to  which  intemperate  drinking  and 
libidinous  excesses  have  no  doubt  materially  contributed.  The 
number  of  children  bom  in  the  tribe  is  less  than  tradition  asmgns 
to  £itmilies  formerly,  and  the  number  reared  to  maturity  is  very 
much  fewer ;  instances  have  been  pointed  out  to  us  of  mothers  who 
had  had  four,  six,  and  eight  children,  but  had  not  succeeded  in 
rearing  more  than  one  or  two. 

The  whole  amount  of  land  held  by  the  Indians  on  the  Tuscarora 
Reservation  is  about  5000  acres.  This,  when  first  granted  to 
them,  belonged  to  the  whole  tribe  as  a  community ;  Imt  the  rule 
settled  by  the  grand  council  of  the  nation  was,  that  whoever  should 
enclose  and  cultivate  any  given  portion,  should,  after  a  certain 
number  of  years'  cultivation,  have  that  as  his  individual  proporty^ 
as  matter  of  private  right  The  greater  part  has  been  so  encloeed 
and  cultivate  ;  but  such  is  the  different  degrees  of  skill,  indusbjy^ 
and  prudence,  even  amon^  Indians,  that,  while  some  of  them 
have  tolerably  extensive  farms,  though  very  poorly  cultivated, 
others  have  hardly  an  acre  they  can  call  their  own,  and  live  very 
miserably,  from  their  own  indolence  or  imprudence. 

The  nation,  for  so  all  the  Indian  tribes  cell  themselves,  small  as 
it  is,  has  a  sort  of  aristocratic  rather  than  republican  government. 
This  aristocracy  consists  of  what  are  called  sachems,  chie^  war^ 
riors,  and  head  men  of  the  tribe.  These,  at  least,  are  the  nominal 
ranks  of  the  leaders ;  and  in  the  larger  tribes  of  the  West,  who  re* 
tain  all  their  original  manners,  these  ranks  really  exist ;  but  among 
the  Tuscaroras  and  other  tribes  settled  in  the  State  of  New-York, 
there  are  no  warriors,  and  chiefs  are  the  only  persons  usually  spo- 
ken of.  These  are  neither  hereditary  nor  elected  by  the  people, 
but  a  standing  body,  in  which  the  vacancies  that  occur  by  death 
are  filled  up  by  the  decision  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  class. 
In  general,  a  certain  age,  and  the  possession  of  some  quaUties  to 
recommend  the  individual  to  the  dignity,  are  demanded,  but  not  al- 
ways ;  for  an  instance  was  related  tp  us  in  which,  at  the  request 
of  a  dying  chief,  a  youth  of  12  years  old,  of  which  he  was  remark- 
ably fond,  was  made  a  chief  to  supply  his  place,  and  regularly 
took  his  seat,  and  gave  his  voice  in  all  the  national  councils.  The 
appointment,  whenever  made,  is  for  life,  and  against  the  deciaon 
of  tte  ooimcil  of  chiefs  there  is  no  appeal 
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Attached  to  the  tribe  of  the  Tuscaroras  vras  the  church  in  which 
the  council  was  held^  neat  little  building,  capable  of  containing 
about  200  persons,  and  a  small  schoolhouse  for  the  education  of 
the  children.  These  were  superintended  by  an  American  mission- 
ary from  New-England,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society.  As  we  had  taken  nothing  since  our 
breakfast  at  eight  o'clock,  and  the  council  had  lasted  till  sunset,  we  , 
repaired,  by  invitation,  to  the  missionary's  humble  dwelling,  to  take 
a  cup  of  tea,  and  were  very  cheerfully  and  hospitably  supplied.  In 
our  way  to  bis  house  we  passed  a  large  party  of  the  Indians,  who, 
not  being  chie6,  had  taken  no  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  council,  but 
were  engaged  in  their  favourite  game  of  ball,  in  which  they  evin- 
ced great  energy  and  dexterity. 

We  learned  from  the  missionary  that  there  was  no  great  objec- 
tion among  the  Indians  to  consent  to  the  nominal  profession  of 
Christianity,  but  that  there  was  great  difficulty  in  getting  them  to 
understand  its  doctrines,  and  stul  more  to  practise  its  precepts, 
though  some  few  among  their  number,  among  whom  was  the  ven- 
erable chief,  Nicholas  Cusik,  were  decidedly  ^ood  Christians  and 
pious  men.  The  women,  retaining  more  of  Indian  manners  and  In- 
dian fluperstitions,  were  more  inaccessible  to  religion  than  the  men ; 
and  the  great  difficulty,  both  with  them  and  the  children,  arose 
from  their  not  knowing  the  English  language,  and  from  its  being 
.dmost  impossible  to  teach  it  to  them ;  for,  though  they  received 
their  regular  lessons  in  the  school,  yet,  as  they  invariably  talked 
only  the  Tuscarora  language  when  they  went  home  to  their  mothers, 
they  made  no  progress  whatever  in  acquiring  or  speaking  English. 

It  was  near  sunset  when  we  left  the  settlement  to  return  home; 
but,  as  we  had  four  good  horses  and  a  careful  driver,  we  made  good 
progress.  On  our  return-route  we  enjoyed  some  of  the  finest  views, 
for  extent  and  beauty,  that  could  well  be  conceived.  Beyond  us, 
to  the  north,  in  the  direction  of  Lake  Ontario,  was  a  perfect  sea  of 
wood,  in  an  immense  level  forest,  which  extended  40  or  50  miles 
in  length  and  20  or  30  in  breadth,  the  tops  of  the  trees  forming 
80  complete  a  level,  yet  so  dense  a  mass,  that  it  was  like  an  im- 
penetrable jungle ;  the  blue  line  of  the  surface  of  Lake  Ontario 
forming  the  distant  horizon.  As  we  approached  the  banks  of  the 
Niagara  Strait,  and  came  along  its  western  edge  towards  the  Falls, 
we  had  commanding  and  beautiful  views  of  this  romantic  stream. 
Looking  downward  towards  Lake  Ontario,  the  positions  of  Queens- 
ton  on  the  British,  and  Lewiston  on  the  American  side,  were  ap- 
parent, with  the  romantic  windings  of  the  Niagara,  and  the  capes 
and  curves  by  which  it  passes  till  its  final  issue  into  the  lake. 

Immediately  opposite  to  us,  on  the  Canada  Heights,  was  the 
lofty  pillar  erected  as  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  General  Sir 
Isaac  Brock,  the  brother  of  my  venerable  and  esteemed  friend, 
Daniel  de  Lisle  Brock,  the  present  bailiff  or  chief  magistrate  of  the 
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Island  of  Guernsey,  and  of  Mr.  Irving  Brock, 'tiie  accomplished 
translator  of  Bernier's  Travels  in  India,  whored  recently  at  Bath. 
The  monument  which  is  erected  over  the  remains  of  the  general, 
near  the  spot  where  he  received  his  mortal  wound,  when  defending 
the  post  against  an  attack  of  the  Americans  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1812,  is  a  white  column  of  126  feet  in  height,  erected  on  a  hill 
270  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Niagara  stream  below  it,  so  that  it 
is  seen  conspicuously  from  all  parts  of  the  surrounding  country. 

A  little  beyond  this,  to  the  south,  and  close  to  the  high  road,  the 
coach-wheels  running  within  a  few  feet  of  its  very  edge,  is  a  deep 
rent  or  chasm  in  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Niagara,  caused  by  some 
convulsion  of  nature,  and  called  "  The  Devil's  Hole."  A  fearful 
narrative,  too,  is  connected  with  this  spot,  which,  while  you  hear  it 
told,  as  we  did,  on  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice  itself,  makes  the 
place  and  all  its  associations  only  the  more  terrible.  It  appears 
that,  during  the  French  war,  a  detachment  of  the  British  army  were 
retreating  from  Schlosser,  on  the  American  side,  farther  down  to- 
wards the  Lake  Ontario,  where  they  were  pursued  by  the  French 
and  their  Indian  allies ;  and  these  attacking  them  at  this  spot,  and 
having  a  gr^at  superiority  of  force,  drove  all  the  Bristish — meti, 
women,  and  children,  officers,  horses,  wagons,  baggage,  and  all— - 
over  this  precipitous  chff,  leaving  no  hope  of  escape  for  a  single  be- 
ing of  all  the  number,  as  those  who  were  not  dashed  to  pieces  in 
their  fall  were  carried  off  by  the  impetuous  torrent  and  drownedk 
Such  are  the  relentless  cruelties  of  barbarous  and  savage  war,  even 
when  practised  by  nations  priding  themselves  on  their  Christianity, 
civilization,  and  humanity.  Oh,  when  will  the  world  outgrow  this 
madness  or  repent  this  folly,  and  determine  to  sheath  the  sword 
forever,  and  decide  all  national  questions  of  dispute  by  regularly 
organized  tribunals  and  a  code  of  international  law !  No  nation, 
indeed,  ought  to  be  considered  as  truly  Christian  or  humane  that 
has  not  done  its  utmost  to  bring  about  a  consummation  so  devoutly 
to  be  wished. 

Still  farther  on,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  to  the  south  of 
thi«,  is  a  singularly  turbulent  rapid  of  the  Niagara,  called  "  The 
Whirlpool."  The  appearance  of  this  spot  is  very  striking.  The 
strait  is  so  narrow  here,  and  the  banks  so  precipitous  and  lot^y,  that 
the  stream  appears  to  be  compressed  into  a  narrow  current  of  not 
more  than  one  hundred  yards  in  breadth ;  and  one  is  astonished  to 
find  that  all  the  drainage  of  the  great  upper  lakes,  in  the  millions 
of  tons  of  water  precipitated  every  hour  over  the  Falls  of  Niag- 
ara, should  be  thus  pent  up  within  such  narrow  bounds ;  a  consid- 
eration which  impressed  me  more  and  more  with  the  belief  that 
there  exist  deep  cavernous  hollows  at  the  foot  of  the  Falls,  through 
which  a  large  portion  of  the  waters  find  their  way,  by  subterra- 
nean channels,  to  the  lower  lake,  and  thus  lessen  the  subsequent 
bulk  and  sub^uent  agitation  of  the  stream  below.    This  very 
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'*  whirlpool/'  indeed,  appears  to  be  formed  by  one  of  such  cavern- 
ous hollows  in  the  bed  of  the  stream ;  for,  on  the  waters  reaching 
it,  they  are  whirled  round  in  circular  eddies,  and  boil  up  with  foam 
like  a  caldron,  the  waters  of  the  centre  being  elevated  several 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  edge ;  and  trees  and  other  large  sub- 
stances that  are  drawn  into  it  in  their  passage  down  the  stream, 
are  whirled  around  with  the  circular  motion  of  the  water  till  they 
often  stand  on  end,  or  upright,  the  upper  portion  half  out  of  the 
water,  and  the  lower  perpendicularly  beneath  it,  till,  on  a  sudden, 
the  whole  mass  will  disappear  and  never  more  be  seen,  being  ei- 
ther ingulfed  in  the  cavernous  hollow  supposed,  and  carried  thence 
by  subterranean  channels  to  the  lake  or  sea,  or  else  kept  below 
by  the  pressure  of  the  current  till  it  rises  at  some  distance  lower 
down. 

It  is  but  a  short  distance  from  this  that  one  of  the  finest  views 
of  the  great  cataract  occurs,  at  a  point  about  four  miles  from  the 
Falls.  For  a  first  view,  indeed,  of  this  sublime  picture,  I  should 
say  this  was  the  most  desirable  spot  to  see  it  from.  The  rising 
clouds  of  spray,  >yhich  in  a  clear  day  can  be  seen  at  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles  from  the  place  of  their  ascent,  in  opposite  directions, 
so  that  persons  one  hundred  miles  from  each  other  might  yet  each 
see  the  spray  of  Niagara  at  the  same  time,  are  here  beheld  as- 
cending, like  clouds  of  white  smoke  or  incense  from  some  great 
Micnfice  on  the  altar  of  Nature  below ;  the  sounds  are  also  dis- 
tinctly heard,  neither  like  thunder,  nor  like  the  ocean,  nor  like 
the  winds,  but  a  deep  diapason,  that  falls  softly  at  this  distance  on 
the  ear,  though  still,  in  the  contemplation  of  that  distance,  giving 
the  idea  of  a  majestic  sound. 

Except  that  this  is  more  steady  and  more  continuous,  it  resem- 
bles most  the  approach  of  a  vast  multitude,  whom  you  can  hear 
but  not  see.  It  reminded  me  strongly  of  two  beautiful  expressions : 
the  one  of  Homer,  ^'  the  many-sounding  sea,"  and  the  other  of  the 
book  of  Revelations, "  the  sound  of  many  waters ;"  the  even  and 
musical  smoothness  of  the  murmurs  produced  by  placing  a  large 
conch-shell  to  the  ear,  and  pressing  it  closely,  is  tlie  nearest  ap- 
poach  to  it  in  its  nature,  though  far  inferior  to  it  in  degree.  It  is, 
m  short,  unique ;  and  the  clouds  of  mysterious  incense,  and  the 
noise  of  the  yet  unseen  torrent,  falling  upon  the  eye  and  ear  at 
once,  well  prepare  the  spectator  for  the  sight  that  suddenly  bursts 
upon  his  enchanted  view,  when,  after  a  few  steps  of  elevation,  he 
sees  the  whole  sweep  of  the  mighty  cataract  spread  before  him  at 
once.  For  myself,  I  enjoyed  this  view  intensely,  even  after  having 
seen  the.Falls  in  all  their  details  before.  But  I  can  imagine  nothing 
finer  than  taking  this  as  a  first  view,  and  then  examining  the  object 
more  closely  afterward. 

As  it  was  growing  late,  we  could  not  afford  to  halt  so  long  as  I 
wished  to  enjoy  this  scene  to  the  fuU ;  and  though  we  hastened  on 
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with  all  practicable  speed,  having  to  cross  the  ferry  to  the  Canada 
side  to  sleep,  we  learned  to  our  deep  regret,  on  reaching  the  ferry* 
bank,  that  the  hour  was  past  at  which  boats  were  allowed  to  pass 
over,  and  that  no  boat  could  put  off  from  this  side  to  take  us  across, 
without  being  seized  for  breach  of  orders.  It  was  in  vain  to  urge 
anything  in  reply  to  this,  and  we  were  on  the  point  of  giving  up 
the  matter  in  despair,  when  suddenly  my  eye  caught  the  sight  of  a 
boat  just  approaching  this  side  from  the  other,  though,  in  the  dark* 
ness  which  now  reigned,  but  just  barely  visible. 

We  hastened  down  the  long  flight  of  steps,  therefore,  with  the 
utmost  rapidity  that  the  faint  light  would  allow,  and  got  to  the  foot 
of  the  rocks  just  at  the  instant  that  the  boat  was  about  to  push  off 
for  the  other  side.  The  ferryman  was  as  much  surprised  at  his  un- 
expected fare  as  we  were  delighted  at  our  unexpected  good  for- 
tune, and  we  enjoyed  the  passage  across  exceedingly,  notwithstand- 
ing the  turbulent  agitation  of  the  waters  and  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  as  it  gave  us  new  Adews  of  the  mighty  cataract,  which,  amid 
the  dimness  of  all  surrounding  objects,  seemed  to  come  out  with  a 
greater  prominence  of  grandeur  than  ever,  and  to  look  more  im- 
posing and  more  sublime  from  the  loneliness  in  which  it  was  be- 
neld.  We  reached  the  opposite  shore  in  safety,  after  a  day  of 
great  interest  and  pleasure. 

On  the  following  morning,  August  16,  we  went  to  take  a  last 
look  of  the  Falls  before  qmtting  them  perhaps  forever,  and  we 
^  all  agreed  that  our  sensations  at  the  last  view  were  as  powerful  as 
at  the  first  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible 
for  any  number  of  repetitions  in  the  view  to  take  away,  or  even 
abate,  the  first  impression  produced  by  the  richness,  splendour, 
magnificence,  and  sublimity  of  this  great  and  glorious  object  of  na- 
ture. To  the  many  who  visit  this  spot  without  a  taste  for  the 
grand  or  beautiful — and  to  the  extent  of  their  numbers  the  regis- 
ter at  the  Table  Rock  produces  painful  evidence — I  can  understand 
its  becoming  tiresome ;  but  to  those  whose  feelings  harmonize  with 
the  sublime  objects  that  are  here  combined  and  presented  to  the 
wondering  view,  I  cannqt  comprehend  how  they  should  be  other- 
wise than  enchanted  from  first  to  last,  and  impressed  with  all  the 
sensations  of  pleasure,  admiration,  triumph,  and  devotion  in  suc- 
cession. 

The  sunlights  were  more  varied  to-day  than  we  had  observed 
them  to  be  on  any  preceding  visit,  and  this  is  a  powerful  cause  of 
Tariety  in  the  appearance  of  the  Falls.  There  were  passing  clouds 
that  occasionally  obscured  the  sun,  when  deep  shadows  overhung 
the  waters.  Suddenly  the  bright  orb  would  burst  forth  from  his 
hiding-place,  and  in  an  instant  the  whole  mass  was  lighted  up  with 
luminous  and  transparent  brilliancy.  Occasional  showers  of  rain 
also  fell,  and  the  rainbows  of  the  spray  seemed  to  look  more  than 
usually  vivid  and  glowing.    The  smooth  deep  current  between  the 
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tarlnilent  rapids  of  the  upper  strait  and  the  immediate  edge  of 
tfie  cataract  flowed  on  like  a  stream  of  molten  glass,  so  clear,  so 
lucid,  and  yet  so  unwrinkled  in  its  surface,  that  when  it  cunred 
oter  the  bnnk  of  the  precipice,  the  mass  poured  downward  was 
like  a  liquid  emerald  of  the  brightest  and  most  transparent  green* 
As  this  was  varied  with  the  sparkling  lights  of  the  broken  waters, 
it  resembled  those  beautiful  gumpses  which  the  mariner  sometimes 
catches  of  the  mountain-wave  at  sea,  when  the  lustre  of  the  setting 
sun  is  seen  tiirough  its  upper  edge  of  the  brightest  green,  and  a 
curling  wave  of  the  whitest  foam  crowns  its  towering  and  majestic 
crest  The  whole  seemed  to  realize  the  splendid  imagery  of  Mil- 
ton, in  his  exquisite  description  of  the 

**  Throne  of  royal  f  tate,  which  far 
Oatobooe  the  wealth iilQnnaa  or  of  Ind, 
Or  where  the  gonmg||natJprith  richeat  hand, 
Showera  on  her  AmfmbKOC  pearla  and  gold.** 

As  we  retired  from  the  scene,  we  could  not  repress  the  expres« 
sion  of  our  surprise  that  any  persons  of  the  least  susceptibility  to 
the  impressions  created  by  the  grand  and  the  beautiful  should  ex« 
perience  disappcnntment  at  seeing  the  Falls  of  Niagara.    Certain 
It  is,  that  if  these  did  not  excite  their  admiration,  no  other  object  in 
Nature  would  be  likely  to  do  so ;  for  none  that  I  have  seen,  in  all 
my  various  wanderings,  equal  this  in  magnificence  and  sublimity. 
The  impression  of  its  beauty  and  grandeur  is  so  deeply  imprintn  j^ 
on  my  heart  and  mind,  that  I  am  sure  I  shall  carry  it  with  meHo  m^ 
the  grave,  if  reason  and  memory  are  spared  to  me  till  then ;  and      , 
my  own  delight,  mtense  and  glowing  as  it  was  during  every  mo- 
ment that  I  gazed  upon  its  endless  variety  of  attractions,  was  ren- 
dered still  more  exquisite  from  the  kindred  sympathy  of  the  beloved 
companions  of  my  journevy  who  felt  all  that  I  felt,  enjoyed  all  that 
I  enjoyed,  and  thus  doubled  by  reciprocation  the  pleasures  of  eacL 
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LeiTe  Niagara  for  the  Villa|;e  of  Chippewa.— Embark  in  the  Steamboat  for  Boffiilo.^ 
Passage  by  Schloeser.— wreck  of  the  Caroline.— Difficulty  of  Ships  going  orer  the 
Falls.— Descent  of  sn  Indian  over  the  Cataract.— Passage  by  Navy  Island.— Canadian 
Rebellion.— Escaped  Prisoner  one  of  oar  Passengers.- Landing  at  Whitehaven  on 
Grand  Island.— Splendid  Forests  of  Oak  and  other  Timber.— Saw-mills  and  Frames 
of  Ships  here.— Proposed  City  of  Rafoge  to  be  boilt  here  for  the  Jewai— Monnment 
of  Majct  Noah  recording  this  Project— Passage  along  the  Canada  Shore.— Waterloo 
and  Fort  Erie.- Second  Arrival  in  the  Harbour  of  Bomdo. 

It  was  an  hour  past  noon  when  we  left  Clinton  House  for  the 
village  of  Chippewa,  where  we  were  to  embark  in  the  steamer  for 
Buffalo.  On  our  way  we  passed  through  the  British  encampment 
on  the  heights^  and  reached  Chippewa,  on  the  Canada  side,  about 
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two  o'clock.  The  village  is  small  and  inagnificanty  though  pleas- 
antly situated  on  a  litle  inlet  of  the  Niagara  strait,  about  two  miles 
above  the  edge  of  the  Falls.  Close  by  it  is  the  celebrated  battle- 
ground which,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1814,  was  the  scene  of  a  most 
sanguinary  contest  between  the  British  and  the  Americans,  with 
Indian  auxiliaries  on  either  side,  in  which  the  British,  though  oc- 
:  cupying  their  own  territory,  and  attacked  by  the  Americans  cross- 
ing from  the  other  side,  were  beaten  and  obliged  to  retreat,  hav- 
ing lost  514  men,  while  the  loss  of  the  Americans  was  328. 

We  started  from  this  village  about  half  past  two  o'clock,  in  a 
small  steamboat  called  "  the  Ked  Jacket,"  the  name  of^the  cele- 
brated Indian  chief  who  died  at  Buffalo  only  a  few  years  once. 
This  boat,  though  upward  of  100  tons,  had  an  engme  of  only 
twenty-five  horse  power ;  and  when  she  first  stood  out  of  the  Chip- 
pewa inlet  on  the  Niagara  t^enrnjier  powers  were  so  feeble  that 
die  began  sensibly  to  drop  dowi^^  the  current  towards  the  Falls, 
distant  about  two  miles  astern  of  lis,  with  the  curling  clouds  of  mist 
ascending  from  their  deep  abyss.  A  stranger  might  well  be  for- 
given for  feeling  a  little  anxious  at  such  a  moment,  till  the  boat 
recovered  way  enough  to  make  some  visible  progress  upward  by 
the  land.  This  was  soon  effected  by  her  creeping  close  in  to  tlie 
shore,  though  even  then  her  rate  of  progress,  owing  to  the  strength 
.of  the  current  and  her  deficiency  of  power,  was  very  slow  inde^ 
After  a  short  distance  we  crossed  over  to  Schlosser,  a  small 
hndine-place  on  the  American  side  where  passengers  embark. 
Thb  place  has  obtained  some  celebrity  from  the  cutting  out  of  the 
Caroline  steamer,  which  was  moored  at  this  place.  She  was  an 
American  vessel,  and  was  in  an  American  port ;  but,  being  alleged 
to  be  in  the  service  of  the  Canadian  insurgents  at  Navy  iSand  du- 
ring the  late  rebellion,  she  was  cut  out  W  a  British  officer,  Cap- 
tain Drew,  and  his  followers,  then  set  on  fire,  and  left  to  drift  over 
the  Falls.  This  act  excited  great  indignation  throughout  America 
at  the  time  of  its  happening ;  and  it  was  certainly  unnecessary,  as 
she  could  as  well  have  been  taken  on  the  Britisn  side.  But  the 
excitement  on  this  subject  had  greatly  subsided,  when  a  most  un- 
generous attempt  to  revive  the  feeUng;  which  this  act  engendered 
was  made  by  a  person  signing  himseu  ^^  A  British  Officer,"  in  the 
register-book  kept  at  the  Table  Rock  at  Niagara,  where  the  entiy 
in  its  pases  is  in  substance  this :  '*  The  Americans  proudly  boast 
of  their  having  been  the  first  to  apply  steam-power  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers,  but  the  British  were  the  first  to  teach  the  Americans 
how  to  navi^te  the  Falls:"  alluding  to  this  setting  fire  to  the 
Carolme,  and  sending  her  over  the  cataract  The  vmdictiveness 
of  spirit  which  could  make  this  questionable  act  a  subject  of  na- 
tional triumph,  was  far  from  being  honourable  to  the  individual 
whose  pen  could  place  such  a  sentiment  on  record,  especially 
where  it  was  sure  to  excite  feelings  of  the  most  hostile  nature. 
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Seq>ecting  the  descent  of  this  vessel  over  fhe  Falls,  as  well  as  of 
another  that  was  once  purchased  for  the  purpose  when  unfit  for 
•nything  else,  and  sent  to  float  down  the  cataracts  with  some 
low  brute  animals  and  large  birds  on  board,  we  heard  from  those 
Knding  on  the  spot  that  neither  of  them  went  over  the  Falls  whole. 
This,  indeed,  might  have  been  eaaly  predicted  by  any  one  conver- 
sant with  the  locality,  because,  long  befcnre  a  ship  or  a  boat  of  any 
lice  codd  reach  the  edge  of  the  cataract,  she  would  run  agrouid 
upon  the  rocks,  which  present  a  complete  barrier  across  the  stream, 
Mid  would  be  knocked  to  pieces  among  the  rapids ;  so  that  only 
her  fragments  would  be  sent  piecemeal  over  the  FsJls,  and  many 
of  these  even  would  be  entangled  in  the  rocks  and  among  the  isl- 
ands for  months  before  they  would  be  floated  over. 

The  story  seems  to  be  well  authenticated  of  an  Indian  in  a  state 
of  intoxication  having  quarrayiA  with  his  squaw,  when  in  her 
anger  she  got  out  of  the  canoeHnRrhich  they  both  were,  and,  push* 
ing  him  into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  'mm  his  face  towards  the 
rapids,  got  herself  safe  to  shore.    The  Indian,  finding  himself  ap* 
nroaching  the  cataract  without  the  posability  of  escape,  seized  the 
ix»ttle  of  rum  or  ^vhiskey,  in  which  some  of  die  intoxicating  liquor 
Still  remamed,  and,  lifting  it  with  both  hands  to  his  mouth,  was  seen 
to  be  precipitated  over  the  ^at  Fall  in  this  attitude  and  condition. 
The  crim^  and  misenr  which  the  whites  have  introduced  among; 
ihe  Indians  with  this  fatal  poison,  sold  to  them  for  gain,  is  greatv  jiL. 
ami  a  century  of  future  kindness,  instruction,  and  protection  wouUW 
floflSce  to  recompense  or  atone  for,  and  it  is  impossible  now  to  wipe  ^^ 
it  away. 

From  Schlosser  we  passed  by  Navy  Island,  the  only  one  of  the 
idands  in  the  Niagara  strait  that  belongs  to  the  British.  It  derives 
its  name  from  having  been  the  place  where  the  ships  of  war,  m- 
tended  for  the  service  of  the  upper  lakes,  were  built  by  the  British 
during  their  last  contest  with  America.  It  is  an  insignificant  spot 
in  size,  having  only  300  acres  of  surface,  and  no  remarkable  fea* 
tures,  but  has  been  brought  of  late  into  great  notoriety  by  having 
been  the  retreat  of  the  Canadian  insurgents,  who  there  concentra- 
ted themselves  to  the  number  of  about  500,  under  Mr.  W.  L. 
Mackenzie  and  Mr.  Van  Renselaer,  as  their  leaders. 

How  any  persons  in  possession  of  their  right  senses  could  ima- 
^e  that  such  a  spot  as  this  could  be  held  for  any  length  of  time 
in  opposition  to  the  forces  of  Canada,  or  make  a  place  of  safe  r^- 
uffe  even  for  those  who  wished  to  escape  from  its  power,  is  aston- 
ishing. , 

From  the  testimony  (tf  all  parties  here,  as  far  as  I  could  gather 
it,  and  I  spoke  with  as  many  who  were  favourable  to  the  rebellion 
and  wished  it  success,  as  with  those  who  were  not,  there  were 
never  collected  together  in  anv  one  spot  such  a  set  of  abandoned 
and  contemptible  peiaons  as  those  constituting  what  were  called 
the  patriot  rorces. 
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We  had  on  board  (he  steunboat,  as  a  passenger  from  Schlosser, 
one  of  the  Canadian  rebels,  who  had  been  sentenced  to  be  hung, 
and  had  recently  escaped  from  prison  at  Toronto,  with  fourteen 
others,  two  of  whom  only  had  been  recaptured,  Parker  and  Wat- 
son, and  reloaded  with  additional  chains.  He  himself  admitted 
that  the  leaders  were  wholly  incompetent,  and  the  followers  most- 
ly idle,  dissolute,  and  abandoned  men ;  the  greater  number  being 
persons  out  of  employ  from  Buffalo,  Rochester,  and  the  American 
side,  who  flocked  to  Navy  Island  in  hopes  of  subsistence  and  plun- 
der, many  of  them  emigrants,  and  some  native  Americans.  At  the 
same  time,  the  general  belief  seemed  to  be,  that  if  the  insurrection 
had  been  commenced  by  leaders  in  whom  the  people  had  confi- 
dence, and,  above  all,  if  success  had  attended  their  first  efforts  and 
given  victovy  to  their  arms,  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  Canadian 
population  would  have  jomed  Apr  standard,  to  enforce  a  change 
in  their  institutions  if  they  couI<i^^  . 

After  passing  Navy  Island  we  approached  the  larger  island, 
called  by  Hie  Indians  Owanungah,  or  Grand  Island.  Tms  is  about 
ten  miles  in  length  and  about  seven  miles  in  breadth,  bdng  an  ir- 
regular oval  in  its  shape,  dividing  the  Niagara  stream  into  two 
branches,  of  which  the  easternmost  is  the  broadest  and  deepest, 
and,  consequently,  the  one  generally  navigated,  there  being  firom 
three  to  five  fathoms  of  water  in  it  throughout  This  island  con- 
ttins  nearly  eighteen  thousand  acres  of  land,  of  the  first  quality  as 
"    fertility,  though  now  covered  with  forests  of  wood. 

It  was  originally  purchased  of  the  Indians  who  inhabited  it  for 
a  trifling  sum,  but  it  is  now  the  property  chiefly  of  a  company  of 
wealthy  men  at  Boston,  who  bought  it  for  its  timber ;  and  some 
few  individuals  residing  in  Buffalo  and  elsewhere  have  portions  of 
it  alsa  The  price  asked  for  land  upon  it  now  is  from  twenty  to 
thirty  dollars  per  acre,  though  no  part  of  it,  I  believe,  is  yet  cuMi- 
vated.  The  finest  trees  growing  upon  it  are  chiefly  white  oak, 
hickory,  basswood,  black  walnut,  whitewood,  ash,  elm,  sugar-ma- 
ple, and  beech. 

The  Boston  company  have  recently  erected  saw-mills  at  a  point 
on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  nearly  opposite  the  Erie  Canal, 
which  they  have  called  Whitehaven,  and  where  we  landed  while 
the  steamboat  was  taking  in  wood  for  her  fires.  We  saw  several 
large  oak-trees  under  the  process  of  being  sawed  into  planks  of 
firom  two  to  five  inches  in  thickness.  The  machinery  was  worked 
by  steam,  and  one  set  of  saws,  all  actine  together  so  as  to  divide 
the  tree  into  as  many  planks  as  mi^ht  be  thought  proper,  would 
effect  as  much  in  the  same  space  of  time  as  thirty  men  using  saws 
in  pairs.  Some  of  these  trees  were  five  feet  in  diameter ;  and  in- 
stances had  occurred  of  some  exceeding  six.  feet,  or  eighteen  feet 
in  jrirtL 

These  are  the  trees  of  the  primeval  forest  where  no  wood  has 
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erer  been  cut  down  before,  and  which  trees  are  no  doubt  the 
ffrowth  of  centuries.  In  the  recesses  of  these  thick  forests  are 
mind,  even  now,  deer  in  abundance,  as  well  as  other  game ;  and 
the  larger  birds,  such  as  pheasants,  quails,  partridges,  and  pigeons, 
aboond,  as  well  as  fish  in  great  variety.  When  the  first-jgrowth 
wood  is  all  cleared  away,  the  island  will  no  doubt  be  cultivated ; 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  before  the  commencement  of  the 
next  centuiy  several  large  cities  may  occupy  its  banks,  its  position 
being  extremely  favourable  for  that  purpose,  and  its  fertility  suffi* 
dent  to  sustain  a  large  population. 

From  the  Whitehaven  tmiber-yard  there  have  been  already  sent 
to  Boston,  besides  the  oak  plank  going  off  almost  every  day,  three 
complete  ships,  which  were  cut  out  in  frame  here,  including  all  the 
necessary  timbers  and  planking ;  and  these,  being  conveyed  by  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Albany,  thence  to  New-York  by  the  Hudson,  and 
thence  to  Boston  by  sea,  were  jpat  together  at  the  ship-yards  of 
Boston  in  perfect  vessels,  one  of  which  was  sent  to  South  America^ 
one  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  one  .to  India. 

It  was  on  this  island  that  Major  Noah,  the  present  editor  of  the 
New-York  Evemng  Star,  and  ^uthor  of  a  work  endeavouring  to 
establish  the  descent  of  the  Indian  race  .from  the  lost  tribes  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  proposed  to  build  a  city,  to  be  called  ^  Ararat,''  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  together  all  the  Jews,  now  scattered  over 
the  world,  into  one  spot,  and  fixing  on  this  as  their  permanent  home 
and  abode  till  the  coming  of  their  expected  Messiah.  The  plan, 
however,  was  not  sufiKciently  popular  among  the  Jews  themselvei 
to  receive  their  approbation,  and  it  accordingly  fell  to  the  ground; 
but  the  major,  himself  a  Jew,  has  thought  the  project  jof  sufficient 
importance  to  deserve  a  permanent  record ;  and  accordingly,  at  thk 
station  of  Whitehaven,  where  the  ci^  was  intended  to  be  built,  a 
monument  has  been  erected,  with  an  inscription  in  Hebrew,  for  tiie 
information  of  all  succeeding  generations. 

After  completing  our  supplv  of  wood,  we  passed  beyond  Grand 
Island,  keepmg  close  to  the  Uanada  shore,  passmg  the  small  villa- 
ges of  Waterloo  and  Fort  Erie,  with  British  sentinels  at  each,  till, 
coming  opposite  to  the  lighthouse  of  Buffalo  harbour,  we  stood 
across  for  the  American  snore,  and,  arriving  at  the  wharf  about 
seven  o'clock,  having  been  about  five  hours  m  performing  22  miles 
against  a  current  runnmg  nearly  ax  miles  an  hour,  we  went  to  our 
former  quarters  at  the  American  Hotel,  and  were  delighted  with 
the  change  which  its  ample  and  well-furnished  apartments,  good 
beds,  and  other  agreeable  auxiliaries  afforded  us,  in  contrast  to 
those  with  which  we  had  so  recently  been  familiar. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  ^  captain  of  the  Red  Jacket  steam- 
boat, m  which  we  came  from  rTiagara  to  Buffalo,  mtroduced  him- 
'sdf  to  me  as  an  old  acquaintance  in  Calcutta  in  the  year  1822, 
now  16  years  ago.    He  said  he  was  struck  with  my  name,  as  en- 
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, tared  on  (he  waybill  of  the  paneDgen  by  the  coach  to  his  vessel; 
and  he  examined  my  person  with  some  attention,  by  which  he  was 
confirmed  in  his  beuef  of  my  being  the  same  individual  he  had 
known  in  Bengal.  Bat  it  was  not  until  I  had  spoken  that  his  rec- 
ognition of  my  identity  was  complete,  as  he  remembered  the  tones 
of  my  voice  more  distinctly  than  anything  else,  and,  without  seeing 
my  race,  he  said  he  diould  have  recognised  me  by  those  sounds  in 
another  room  or  in  a  crowd.  The  memories  of  men  are  no  doubt 
differently  qmckened  by  different  things,  as  some  remember  names, 
some  countenances,  and  some  figures  best ;  but  it  was  the  first  time 
that  I  ever  remember  to  liave  been  recognised  solely  by  the  tones 
of  my  voice. 

This  worthy  captain  and  myself  had  met  in  Calcutta  at  the  table 
of  Mr.  John  ralmer,  the  prince  of  merchants,  as  he  was  so  justly 
called.  Captain  Chase,  K>r  that  was  his  name,  then  commanded  a 
large  ship  in  the  trade  from  Boston  to  India,  and,  having  been  sue* 
oesful,  he  repeated  his  voyages  afterward.  He  was  fe^uliar  wiUi 
all  the  history  of  my  banishment  from  India  for  upholding  and 

^  maintaining  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  that  country.  He  related  to 
me  many  pleasing  anecdotes  of  the  expression  of  sympathy  in  my 
case  by  all  classes  in  India  after  I  had  left  it ;  and  he  had  followed 
the  history  of  my  progress  in  England  in  opposing  the  renewal  of 
tfie  East  India  monopoly  once,  and  rejoiced  in  its  ultimate  over* 

.  throw. 

We  talked  a  great  deal,  also,  about  our  mutual  fiiend,  Ram 

'  Mohun  Roy,  the  celebrated  Brahmm,  who  died  in  England,  but 
who  was  then  m  Calcutta,  and  at  whose  house  we  had  both  shared 
the  Brahmin's  hospitality,  and  enjoyed  his  ever-interesting  and  in- 
structive conversation.  In  short,  we  talked  till  we  seemed  to  be 
living  our  Calcutta  lives  over  again ;  and  I  believe  that  this  occu* 
pation  was  mutually  agreeable :  to  me,  indeed,  it  was  deli^tful, 
as  I  can  remember  no  period  of  my  life  abounding  in  more  pleas* 
mg  recollections  than  that  passed  in  India,  notwithstanding  idl  the 
persecutions  of  the  government  there ;  and,  as  the  reminiscences  of 
that  period  are  always  welcome  to  me,  I  rejoice  at  every  opportu- 
ni^of  reviving  and  mdulgmg  them. 

The  captain  accounted  to  me  for  being  in  his  present  position 
by  saying  that,  having  now,  firom  age,  done  with  the  salt  water, 
and  not  bemg  able  to  live  without  some  occupation,  he  had  taken 
to  these  gent^  trips  upon  the  Niagara,  by  whidi  he  found  his  health 
preserved,  his  mind  occupied,  and  his  means  replenished 
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Stay  in  the  City  of  Boffiao.— Sketch  of  its  History.— Destruction  by  the  British.— Sob- 
sequent  grant  of  Congress  to  repair  its  Losses.— Revivsl  and  rebuilding.— Rapid 
Pro^^ress  from  thence.— Statistics  of  its  Commerce.— Financial  Report  to  the  State 
LegisUtore.— Prospects  of  future  Greatness.— AdTsntageous  and  agreeable  Sitoatioo 
of  Bnfialo.— The  Welland  Canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario.— Description  of 
Buflblo,  its  Buildings  and  Population.— Projected  Public  Buildings,  University  and 
Eachange.- Enviions,  Rides,  Villas,  Prospects,  CUlBate.— Steamboats,  Schoonera» 
Brigs,  and  Ships.— Source  of  the  great  River  St.  Lawrence.— Size,  Depth,  and  £le- 
▼ation  of  the  Lakes.— Lakes  Superior,  Huron,  Michigan,  Erie,  Ontario.— Public  Meet- 
ing of  the  Bethel  Society  of  Buffido.— American  Picture  of  the  maritime  Population. 

We  remained  ten  days  at  Buffiiloi  during  which  I  had  an  oppor* 
tunit]^  of  being  introduced  to  most  of  the  leading  merchants  and 
principal  inhaoitants  of  the  place,  and  of  attending  one  public 
meeting  for  a  benevolent  object,  and  taking  part  in  the  {proceed- 
ings of  it ;  of  enjoying  the  private  hospitalities  of  the  citizens  in 
some  agreeable  evening  parties,  and  of  viatin^  all  the  remarkable 
places  within  and  around  the  city,  so  as  to  msSce  my  acquaintance 
with  it  tolerably  complete.  From  what  I  saw  myself,  therefore, 
and  what  I  learned  of  others,  the  following  history  and  description 
of  the  place  has  been  compiled. 

Previous  to  the  year  1814  Buffalo  was  a  small  village,  surround* 
ed  by  thick  forests;  and  from  about  1800,  the  period  of  its  first 
settlement  by  any  white  inhabitant,  its  progress  had  been  so  slow 
that  there  were  not  more  than  200  dwellings  in  it,  and  these  all 
small,  and  tenanted  by  veiy  humble  dwelleis.  In  this  year  it  was 
set  fire  to  bjf  the  British,  then  at  war  with  the  United  States,  in  re- 
taliation, it  IS  said,  for  a  similar  act  of  destruction  first  committed  on 
some  Canadian  village  on  the  Niagara  strait  by  the  Americans. 

The  conflagration  was  so  effective,  however,  that  only  one  house 
escaped  destruction,  and  this,  it  is  asserted,  was  spared  at  the  ear- 
nest entreaty  of  a  widow  to  whom  it  belonged,  and  who  was  bold 
enough  to  make  her  way  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  detach- 
ment, and  personally  to  secure  his  order  to  exempt  her  house  firom 
the  general  devastation.  The  population  fled  into  the  wood  for 
safe^,  and  some  time  elapsed  before  they  were  reassembled  again. 
At  the  termination  of  the  war  the  sum  of  80,000  dollars  was  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  to  repair  the  injury  sustamed ;  and  this  giv- 
ing a  new  motive  to  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  few  inhabitants 
then  remaining,  they  put  forth  their  efforts  to  rebuild  their  town. 

Up  to  the  year  lo25,  however,  there  were  not  more  than  2000 
inhabitants  in  Bufialo.  But  from  this  period  it  began  rapidly  to 
increase.  The  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal  opening  the  naviga- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  the  lakes,  the  transfer  of  the  ship- 
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ping  from  the  adjoining  villa^  of  Black  Rock,  and  the  liberal  ap* 
propriation  of  the  General  &)yemment  for  the  erection  of  a  ligrht- 
house  and  pier  in  1827,  materially  assisted  its  prosperity.  In  1829 
a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  was  established  here,  to  which 
other  banks  soon  followed.  In  1831  an  act  of  the  State  Legisla* 
ture  conferred  on  the  town  the  dignity  of  an  incorporated  city ; 
and  the  idllaee  of  2000  inhabitants  in  1825  has  become,  in  1838, 
a  city  of  20,000  inhabitants  at  least 

The  estimated  amomit  of  business  transacted  here,  as  compared 
with  what  was  done  ten  years  ago,  makes  the  increase  in  that  pe- 
riod 5000  per  cent  The  tonnage  in  sailing  vessels  and  steam- 
boats in  1830  was  1950  tons.  Last  year  it  was  10,361  tons,  bang 
an  increase  of  430  per  cent  in  seven  years.  In  1832  the  wheat  pass- 
ing through  the  port  was  100,000  bushels.  In  1837  it  was  450,000 
bushels,  being  an  increase  of  360  per  cent  In  1832  the  flour 
passing  through  Buffalo  was  22,000  barrels.  In  1837  it  was 
127,000  barreb,  being  an  increase  of  600  per  cent  But  the  in- 
crease since  the  last  year  has  been  even  still  more  remarkable. 
The  canal  tolls  on  the  Erie  Canal  have,  for  the  first  half  of  1838 
up  to  the  1st  of  August,  already  exceeded  the  whole  receipts  of 
the  previous  year  by  50,000  dollars ;  the  wheat  trade  has  increased 
from  265,000  to  463,000  bushels,  and  the  flour  trade  from  41,000 
to  154,000  barrels  in  the  same  or  corresponding  periods  of  time, 
being  an  increase  of  163  per  cent  in  the  exports  of  a  single  half 
year  only.  The  following  passages  from  the  last  Financial  Report 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  are  full  of  deeply-interesting  and 
important  matter  illustrative  of  this  subject : 

*'  The  steady  progress  of  population  and  wealth  of  that  portion  of  oar 
state  which  is  tributary  to  the  canal  needs  little  remark.  Whether* 
owing  to  the  growth  of  the  country  on  its  immediate  borders,  or  to  the 
influence  of  the  lateral  canals  in  swelling  its  commerce,  the  tables  of 
tonnage  exhibit  a  rate  of  increase  which  will  probably  be  maintained 
for  many  years.  Although  the  contribution  thus  furnished  by  this  state 
to  the  revenues  of  the  canal  at  the  present  time  is  large  (for  two  thirds 
of  the  whole  of  its  tolls  are  now  drawn  from  the  trade  of  our  own  peo- 
ple), yet  the  amount  becomes  relatively  unimportant  when  compared 
with  the  enormous  results  we  are  hereafter  to  derive  from  our  com- 
merce with' the  West.  Let  us  advert  briefly  to  the  present  extent  and 
future  progress  of  that  commerce,  and  the  probable  effect  which  it  is 
hereafter  to  produce  upon  our  fiscal  affairs. 

**  The  western  termmation  of  the  Erie  Canal  looks  out  upon  Lake 
£rie,  the  most  southerly  and  central  of  that  great  chain  of  navigable 
lakes,  which  stretches  far  into  the  interior  from  our  western  boundary. 
Around  these  inland  seas  a  cluster  of  five  great  states  is  rapidly  rising. 
The  territory  which  they  comprise,  and  which  is  to  become  tributary  to 
the  canal,  embraces  that  great  area,  extendmg  from  the  l^es  on  the 
north  to  the  Ohio  on  the  south,  and  from  the  western  confines  of  this 
state  to  the  Upper  Mississippi,  containing  280,000  square  miles.  To 
measure  its  extent  by  well-known  objects,  it  is  fifteen  times  as  large  as 
that  portion  of  the  state  of  New- York,  west  of  the  county  of  Oneida, 
nearly  twice  as  large  as  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  about  six  times  as 
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extensire  as  the  whole  of  England.    It  contains  180,000,000  acres  of 
arable  land,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  of  surpassing  fertility. 

**  In  the  brief  period  of  twenty-one  years,  such  has  been  the  influx  of 
population  into  this  great  district,  that  Ohio,  the  eldest  member  in  this 
brotherhood  of  nations,  now  numbers  1,400,000  ii^abitants,  Indiana  up- 
ward of  600,000,  Illinois  and  Michigan  (both  of  whom  have  organized 
their  goyemments  and  come  into  the  Union),  700,000 ;  while  west  of  Lake 
Bfiohi^an,  not  only  is  Wisconsin  rapidly  rising;  but  even  beyond  the  Up- 
per Blississippi,  30,000  citizens  have  already  laid  the  foundations  of  yet 
another  state.  Such  is  the  onward  march  of  this  population,  that  the 
amount  of  its  annual  increase  alone  e^eeds  in  number  the  white  inhab- 
itants of  ten  of  the  states  in  the  Unibn.  The  population  already  em- 
braced within  the  district  in  question  faUs  short  of  three  millions,  and 
if  the  same  rate  of  progress  shall  be  maintained  for  the  twelve  years 
next  to  come,  by  1850  it  will  exceed  six  millions. 

*'  This  group  of  inland  states  has  two  outlets  for  its  trade  to  the  ocean; 
one  by  tte  Mississippi  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  other  through  Lake 
Erie  and  the  navi^le  communications  of  this  state  to  the  Atlantic. 
Whether  it  be  attnbutable  to  similarity  of  origin,  or  laws,  or  habits,  or 
to  ties  of  consanffuinity,  or  superior  salubrity  of  climate,  their  pec^ple 
evidently  prefer  Uie  market  in  the  Atlantic,  and  they  are  making  pro- 
digious efforts  to  reach  it.  Three  great  canals  (one  of  them  longer 
than  the  Erie  Canal),  embracing  in  their  aggregate  length  about  one 
thousand  miles,  are  to  connect  the  Ohio  with  Lake  Erie,  while  another 
deep  and  capacious  channel,  excavated  for  nearly  thirty  miles  throuflh 
solid  rock,  unites  Lake  Michigan  with  the  navigable  waters  of  the  lUi* 
Bois.  In  addition  to  these  broad  avenues  of  trade,  they  are  also  coo* 
stnicting  lines  of  railroads,  not  less  than  1500  miles  in  extent,  in  order 
to  reach,  with  more  ease  and  speed,  the  lakes  throuffh  which  they  seek 
a  conveyance  to  a  seaboard.  The  undaunted  resolution  of  this  ener- 
getic race  of  men  is  strikingly  evinced  by  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  ^ 
works  which  they  have  thus  undertaken  (and  most  of  which  are  nt  act- 
ual progress)  will  exceed  forty-eight  millions  of  dollars ;  a  sum  fair  ex- 
ceemng  aU  that  New-York,  with  two  millions  of  inhabitants  and  two 
hundred  years  of  accumulated  wealth,  has  ever  attempted.  The  cir- 
cumstance, moreover,  is  particularly  important,  that  the  public  works 
of  each  of  these  ^reat  communities  are  arranged  on  a  harmonious  plan, 
each  having  a  main  line  supported  and  enriched  by  lateral  and  tributar]F 
branches,  Uiereby  bringing  the  industry  of  their  whole  people  into 
prompt  and  profitable  action,  while  the  systems  themselves  are  again 
united  on  a  grander  scale,  in  a  series  of  systems  comprising  an  aggre- 
gate length  of  more  than«S500  miles,  with  Lake  Erie  as  its  common 
centre. 

'*  It  is  estimated  that  the  agricultural  products  which  annually  de- 
scend the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  have  already  reached  70,000,000 
dollars.  The  value  of  the  property  transported  on  the  canals  of  the  State 
of  New- York  during  the  year  1836,  is  shown  by  official  tables  to  be 
67,000,000  dollars.  Of  that  amount  it  may  be  estimated  that  50,000,000 
dollars  consisted  of  property  belonging  exclusively  to  a  portion  of  the 
population  of  this  state  not  exceeding  a  miUion  and  a  half  in  number, 
Demg  at  the  rate  of  33  dollars  33  cents  for  each  inhabitant ;  and  the 
amount  which  they  paid  for  its  transportation  exceeded  two  millions  of 
dollars.  If  the  same  scale  of  production  and  consumption  shall  be  as- 
sumed for  the  population  in  tne  district  in  question  (and  no  reason  is 
perceived  why  it  should  not  be),  the  six  millions  of  inhabitants  in  the 
West  who  will  resort  to  the  Ene  Canal  for  the  means  of  conveyance, 
win  furnish  tonnage,  in  expnts  j|d  kiKpdhSt  of  at  least  900,000,000  of 
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dollars  in  value.  The  experience  of  other  nations  will  show  that  this 
amount  is  not  over  estimated.  The  food  produced  in  England  alone  in 
the  year  1835,  by  an  agricultural  population  of  about  eight  millions,  was 
▼allied  by  Uieir  political  economists  at  604,000,000  dollars ;  and  that  of 
France  was  ascertained  by  its  minister  of  finance  to  be  5,237,000,000 
francs,  or  980,000,000  dollars. 

'*  But  there  are  peculiar  reasons  why  the  proportion  of  agricultural 
exports  of  this  great  inland  population  should  far  exceed  that  of  other 
nations.  The  exuberance  of  tneir  soil,  the  salubrity  of  their  climate, ' 
and  the  cheapness  of  their  lands  (arising  from  the  vast  supply  within 
their  limits)  will  enable  them  alwiiys  to  furnish  food  to  every  other  por- 
tion of  the  Continent  on  more  advantageous  terms  than  it  can  be  else- 
where produced.  Labour  there  reaps  its  best  reward,  and  harvests  of 
a  hundred  fold  repay  its  exertions  r  and  such  will  always  be  the  supe- 
rior productiveness  of  this  region,  that  when  the  great  series  of  public 
works  shall  be  completed,  and  a  bushel  of  wheat  on  the  plains  or  Indi- 
ana shall  be  brought  within  a  few  cents  in  price  of  a  bushel  in  New- 
EngUnd,  its  production  in  New-Ensland  must  cease.  The  same  cause 
will  probably  operate  to  change  the  culture  of  portions  even  of  our. 
own  state ;  for  the  unequalled  fertility  of  the  West  will  always  enable 
it  to  supply  those  products  requiring  richness  of  soil  with  a  le&s  amount 
of  labour,  and  consequently  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  they  can  be  pro- 
duced within  our  own  borders. 

'*  We  know  that  the  western  part  of  our  own  state  is  increasing  ia 
numbers  with  considerable  rapidi^,  and  yet  that  it  furnishes  an  export 
of  at  least  20,000,000  dollars  in  value.  The  states  of  the  West  around, 
the  lakes  by  the  year  1845  will  probably  hold  the  same  relative  position' 
in  respect  to  the  whole  of  the  Erie  Canal,  which  the  counties  of  New- 
York  west  of  the  Seneca  Lake  now  bear  to  that  part  of  the  line  east  of; 
Utica.  Our  trade  will  then  be  measured,  not  by  counties,  but  by  sov*' 
ereign  states,  themselves  containing  their  fifty  counties ;  and  our  rev- 
enues, then  no  longer  dependant  on  the  villages  and  townships  scattered 
along  the  borders  of  the  canal,  will  be  drawn  from  the  wide-spread  and 
populous  communities  inhabiting  the  broad  expanse  between  the  Ohio 
and  the  lakes.'* 

It  is  imj^ible  to  read  these  accounts  of  the  immense  resources 
for  the  production  of  food  which  the  United  States  of  America  con* 
tainsy  and  which  a  journey  across  the  State  of  New- York  alone  is 
sufficient  lo  verify,  without  lamenting  the  first  imposition  of  any 
prohibitoiy  laws  a^inst  the  freest  intercourse  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain  m  the  interchange  of  thfir  respective  productions. 
The  first  effect  of  our  refusing  to  receive  American  grain  fi'ee  of 
all  duty  has  been  to  induce  the  Americans  to  prohibit  our  manu- 
factures by  a  high  tariff,  and  to  set  up  manufactories  for  themselves; 
and  the  next  enect  has  been  to  keep  up  the  price  of  food  at  so 
high  a  rate  in  England  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  millions  of 
our  population  to  obtain  sufficient  for  their  full  and  proper  nutri- 
ment We  thus  do  each  other  mutual  injury  without  the  slightest 
countervailing  eood.  If  we  would  permit  a  free  trade  in  grain,  the 
Americans  would  take  from  us  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
manufactures  that  they  now  consume,  paying  us  in  wheat  and  flour, 
and  would  never  think  of  becommg  our  rivals  as  manufacturers. 
But  because  vre  vrill  not  take  tbekproducts  in  payment,  therefort 
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they  not  only  ^^nll  not  buy  of  us,  but  they  set  up  as  our  rivals  or 
opponents^  and,  from  their  abundant  food,  they  will  in  a  short 
time  produce  goods  at  rates  sufficiently  cheap  to  meet  us  in  foreign 
markets,  while  every  year  will  increase  our  difficulties  and  lessen 
theirs,  till  they  pass  us  in  the  race,  and  leave  us  unable  to  overtake 
diem. 

The  most  melancholy  feature  of  this  question,  however,^ is  this: 
that  by  our  free  admission  of  cotton  and  other  Southern  products 
of  America,  we  really  uphold  the  system  of  slavery  under  which 
these  articles  are  produced ;  while^  by  refusing  the  same  free  ad- 
mission to  the  grain  of  the  North,  we  force  them  to  become  manu- 
facturers, and  thus,  in  a  double  sense,  take  the  bread  out  of  the 
mouths  of  our  own  citizens. 

It  is,  indeed,  high  time  that  this  evil  were  corrected.  There  is 
perhaps  yet  time  to  amend  it  now,  but  if  left  for  a  few  years  longer 
It  will  be  too  late ;  and  those  influential  and  powerful  classes  in 
England,  who  now  vainly  imagine  that  thejr  are  protecting  their 
own  incomes  from  land  by  this  fatal  policy,  will  be  amon^  the  first 
to  lament  that  they  did  not  take  warmng  before  the  labouring 
classes  of  the  country  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  want,  of  whi(£ 
the  wealthiest  among  the  landholders  will  then  feel  the  burden. 

Of  all  the  daily-extending  commerce  already  described,  Buffalo 
may  be  said  to  be  the  chief  point  and  centre  in  the  West,  as  she  is 
to  tne  navigation  of  the  Lakes  what  New-York  is  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  New-Orleans  to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  namely,  the  port  of  entry  and  departure,  the  place  of 
deposite  for  sale,  forwardmg,  and  commission;  she  cannot  fail,  there- 
fore, to  increase  in  size,  population,  and  wealth  with  every  suc- 
ceeding year.  The  water-power  for  flour-mills  is  here  capable  of 
being  made  a  source  of  employment  to  10,000  persons  at  least. 
The  manufacture  of  steam-engines  for  the  Western  lakes  could  not 
have  a  better  locality,  as  the  pig-iron  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  is 
brought  speedily  and  cheaply  by  water-carriage  to  the  spot ;  and 
new  discoveries  of  beds  of  the  finest  coal,  wimin  thirty  miles  of 
the  port,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  will  fimiish  the  fuel  required. 

The  buildine  of  boats  and  ships  for  the  canal  and  the  lakes,  with 
the  noble  timbers  of  Grand  Island  suppfied  firom  Whitehaven, 
could  be  effected  here  cheaper  and  better  than  anywhere  else,  and 
all  the  various  trades  connected  with  shipping  ana  commerce,  such 
as  smiths,  coopers,  &c.,  would  furnish  employment  for  60,000  men 
more.  With  the  constantly-increasmg  facilities  of  intercourse, 
which  bring  Buffalo  within  thirty-six  hours'  distance  of  New-York 
on  the  one  nand,  about  the  same  distance  of  Detroit  on  the  other, 
with  all  the  vast  range  of  country^  fringing  the  ^reat  upper  lake^ 
and  bordenng  the  Ohio,  Sfississippi,  ana  Aussoun,  all  accessible  in 
a  £ew  days,  mere  would  seem  to  be  no  bounds  to  the  extent  of  the 
^reat  commercial  operations  of  irhidi  iBns  internal  maritime  empcw 
num  may  become  me  chief  cenfre. 


166 


lATrnJii  1 


The  aituatioa  of  Buffalo  is  pleaait^  as  well  as  advantageous,  ft 
is  at  th«  northeastern  extrenuty  of  Lake  Erie,  and  just  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  strait  which  cames  the  waters  down  over  the  Niag- 
ara Falls  into  Lake  Ontario.  Of  course,  tbb  cooununication  be- 
tween the  two  lakes  is  wholly  unnavigable;  hut  the  Welland 
Canal,  which  runs  from  Port  Maitland,  at  the  mouth  of  Grand 
River  on  Lake  Erie,  to  Newark  on  Lake  Ontario,  a  diatance  of 
for^-fbur  miles,  fiimiahes  a  navieable  channel  for  vessels  of  126 
tons  burden  behveen  these  two  inland  seas.  This  canal  has  334 
feet  of  lockage,  and  180,000  fSet  of  excavation  through  the  solid 
rock ;  and  it  is  considered,  for  its  length,  one  of  the  most  remark- 
ftble  canals  in  the  West    The  ground  on  which  Buffalo  stands 


tises  \ij  a  very  gradual  ascent  from  the  edge  of  the  lake  up  to  a 
fine  and  extensve  level;  and  while  the  harbour,  pier,  wharft, 
docks,  canal,  and  warehouses  occupy  the  lower  part  of  the  town, 
■11  the  prindpal  streets  and  public  eoiSces  occupy  the  more  eleva- 
tedpoition. 

The  city  is  well  laid  out,  the  streets  being  of  ample  length  aod 
breadth,  and  arranged  with  great  symmetry.  Main-street,  which 
exceeds  two  miles  m  length,  and  is  about  120  feet  in  breadth,  is  of 
finer  proportions  than  the  Broadway  at  New-York,  and  has  on 
each  side  of  it  massive  piles  of  buildings,  in  shops,  stores,  dwell- 
ing and  hotels,  which  may  vie  with  those  of  any  other  citv  in  the 
Union  ather  for  elegance  of  de^gn,  solidity  of  constmctios,  mtemal 
comfort,  or  extemcQ  appearance.  Several  squares  are  agreeably 
intersperaed  in  different  quarters  of  the  town,  enclosed  by  railings 
and  planted  with  trees,  on  an  area  of  heautifiil  lawn,  while  the 
views  of  the  expanded  surface  of  the  lake  and  the  more  restricted 
area  of  the  strait,  which  are  seen  from  almost  evei;  part  of  the 
towoi  add  great  interest  aod  beau^  to  the  scene. 
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I  there  are  the  Ci^  Hall,  a  theatre,  aixl  fif- 
ch  the  Presb;t«iaD,  the  Baptist,  the  Episco- 


pal, and  the  Methodist  are  the  principal.  These  are  all  lai^  and 
substantial  structures,  and,  like  all  those  I  have  yet  seen  in  Amer- 
ica, they  are  remarkable  for  great  neatness  in  their  interior,  and 
ample  Bccommodation  and  comfort  for  their  congregations,  though 
of  very  irregular  styles  of  architecture. 

Of  the  hotels,  the  American  is  not  only  supeiior  to  all  the  otbera 


in  Buffalo,  but  better  than  any  that  we  had  yet  been  at  since  our 
landing  in  America.    In  all  its  [oonis  space,  elegance,  and  com- 
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fort  were  united ;  the  drawing-rooms  were  furnished  in  the  first 
style  of  a  private  dwelling,  the  bedrooms  were  lofty  and  airy,  and 
the  beds  excellent  The  table  was  the  best  furnished  and  best  at- 
tended of  any  at  which  we  had  vet  sat,  though  this  was  the  fea- 
ture in  which  it  was  least  excellent ;  and  all  its  subordinate  ap- 
pointments were  well  maintained.  If  good  cooks  could  be  added,  it 
might  rank  with  any  hotel  in  London,  Liverpool,  or  Bath ;  but  the 
Americans,  as  a  nation,  certamly  do  not  appear  to  understand  the 
difference  between  well-fed  and  tender,  and  ill-fed  and  tough  pro- 
visions, whether  in  fish,  poultr}',  or  flesh-meats;  and  their  modes  of* 
preparing  and  serving  up  that  which  they  have  are  so  inferior  to 
the  processes  used  in  England,  that  it  will  require  many  years  to 
bring  them  to  a  standard  of  equality  in  this  particular. 

The  population  of  Buffalo,  now  consisting  of  about  20,000,  is  al- 
most wholly  white.  We  did  not  remember  to  have  seen  20  col- 
oured people  in  the  place,  so  thinly  are  they  scattered ;  but  these 
were  well-dressed,  and  in  an  apparently  prosperous  condition.  The 
bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  trade  and  commerce,  though, 
of  course,  there  are  some  professional  men,  as  physicians  and  law- 

Jers,  among  them.  Dutch  and  German  emigrants  abound,  and 
ri^  are  not  less  numerous.  It  is  from  the  former  that  the  domes- 
tic servants  are  chiefly  taken,  and  the  latter  supply  the  daily  la- 
bourers of  the  place.  The  general  appearance  of  all  classes  mdi- 
cates  competency  and  comfort ;  but  there  is  none  of  the  style  and 
fiishion  so  apparent  in  the  equipages  and  dresses  of  New-York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  The  private  parties  of  the  more 
wealthy  inhabitants  exhibit,  however,  a  happy  union  of  ease  and 
elegance,  with  more  of  social  frankness,  and  less  of  pretension  and 
etiquette,  than  those  of  the  larger  cities,  and  therefore,  to  us  at 
least,  they  were  far  more  agreeable. 

Among  the  buildings  projected  here,  but  not  yet  completed,  is  a* 
chartered  University,  to  be  called  "  The  University  of  Western 
New-York,"  and  an  Exchange  of  more  colossal  proportions  than 
those  of  London,  Paris,  Lisbon,  or  Amsterdam.  The  elevation  of  this 
edifice  gives  among  its  dimensions  the  following :  Frontage,  246 
feet ;  depth,  200  feet ;  diameter  of  the  pillars  of  the  portico,  10  feet  2 
inches ;  height  of  the  pillars  and  entablature,  86  feet ;  platform 
above  the  roof  of  the  building  for  support  of  a  dome,  93  feet  square 
and  40  feet  high ;  circular  section  above  the  square,  60  feet  diam- 
eter and  58  feet  high,  surrounded  by  a  colonnade  of  16  pillars, 
4  feet  2  in  diameter  and  32  feet  high ;  dome  above  this,  60  feet 
diameter  and  34  igpet  high;  entire  height  from  the  side  pavement 
to  the  centre  of  the  dome,  222  feet.  Those  who  are  conversant 
with  architectural  measurements  will  at  least  admire  the  scale  of 
this  edifice  as  to  size :  it  was  estimated  to  cost  5,000,000  of  dol- 
lars,  or  upward  of  a  million  sterling ;  and  but  for  the  recent  de- 
rangement of  all  monetary  operations,  the  sum  would  have  been 
raised  and  the  buHding  erected  before  this  time. 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  Buffalo  are  some  agreeable  rides,  and 
'many  pretty  villas  of  the  more  wealthy  citizens,  some  furnished  and 
occupied,  and  others  in  a  state  of  progress.  The  presence  of  the 
lake  not  only  furnishes  pleasing  views  m  all  directions,  but  supplies 
a  never-fsuling  breeze  from  the  waters  in  the  morning  and  in  the 
evening,  and  makes  the  nights  always  cool,  so  that  we  suffered 
less  inconvenience  from  the  heat  here,  with  the  thermometer  at  90^ 
in  the  day,  than  we  did  at  Philadelphia  and  Albany  with  the  ther- 
mometer at  85''. 

Besides  the  numerous  steamvessels  which  are  seen  in  the  harbour 
of  Buffalo,  soi^e  of  which  navigate  the  lakes  to  a  distance  of  3000 
miles,  there  were  many  schooners  and  brigs,  and  one  handsome 
three-masted  ship,  of  about  300  tons,  employed  in  the  navigation       ^ 
of  these  inland  seas. 

.  It  has  been  well  observed,  that,  notwithstanding  the  separate 
names  given  to  all  these  large  sheets  of  water,  they  are,  after  all, 
but  expansions  of  the  great  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  its  course  from 
its  original  fountains  to  the  sea.  The  source  of  this  great  river  may 
thus  be  found  on  the  stream  called  the  St  Louis,  which  rises  about 
155  miles  N.  W.  of  Lake  Superior,  and  at  an  elevation  of  1200  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  In  its  course  to  Lake  Superior  it  de- 
scends 551  feet,  that  lake  being  641  feet  above  tide-water.  It  is  '^ 
300  miles  in  length,  80  in  breadth,  and  900  feet  in  mean  deptl^  « 
though  there  are  some  parts  in  which  the  depth  is  1200  feet.  The 
river  next  descends  for  60  miles  through  the  Strait  of  St.  Mary, 
from  Lake  Superior  to  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  effecting  a  fall 
of  600  feet  within  that  course.  Lake  Huron  is  about  200  miles  in 
mean  length  by  95  in  mean  breadth,  and  Lake  Michigan  is  about  300 
miles  in  mean  length  and  50  in  mean  breadth ;  each  of  these  are 
about  1000  feet  in  mean  depth,  the  level  of  both  being  about  600 
feet  above  that  of  the  sea.  From  hence  the  river  again  passes 
through  the  Straits  of  St.  Clair  and  Detroit  for  a  distance  of  about 
90  miles,  by  which  it  enters  Lake  Erie  after  a  fall  of  about  30  feet. 

This  lake  has  considerably  less  water  in  it  than  either  of  the  pre- 
cedbff,  though  it  is  still  a  large  sea.  It  is  about  230  miles  in 
mean  length  by  35  in  mean  breadth ;  and  though  in  some  places  its 
depth  exceeds  300  feet,  yet  its  average  or  mean  depth  is  not  more 
than  120  feet ;  and  its  elevation  is  565  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  From  hence  the  river  passes  onward  by  the  Niagara  strait  of 
37  miles,  after  a  fall  of  334  feet,  into  Lake  Ontario,  which  is  180 
miles  by  30  in  mean  length  and  breadth,  and  its  mean  depth  500 
feet,  though  in  some  places  it  has  been  sounded  with  a  line  of  300 
fathoms  without  reaching  the  bottom.  It  is  therefore  the  deepest 
of  all  the  lakes  compared  with  the  extent  of  its  surface,  and  Lake 
Erie  is  the  shallowest.  The  river  thus  gaining  its  last  expansion, 
is  contracted  into  the  strait  of  the  Thousand  Islands,  and  passes  on- 
ward by  Montreal  and  Quebec  to  the  sea,  forming  in  its  course  the 
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*     several  lakes  and  straits  described,  and  being,  in  this  pobt  of  view, 
one  of  the  grandest  and  most  remarkable  rivers  in  the  world. 

During  our  stay  in  Buffalo,  and  while  delivering  my  course  of 
lectures  on  Egypt  there,  which  were  well  attended,  I  was  invited 
jf  to  take  part  in  a  public  meeting  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 

*""  to  advocate  the  claims  of  the  jfeethel  Society  of  the  City,  for  the 

amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  seamen,  boatmen,  and  others 
engaged  on  the  adjoining  waters.  The  church  was  crowded  to  ex- 
cess, not  less  than  2000  persons  being  present  in  it,  while  hundreds 
were  said  to  have  gone  away  for  want  of  room,  so  that  a  deep  in- 
terest was  evident  m  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Hiram  Pratt,  the  principal  banker  of  the  city,  and  president 
^T.  of  the  Bethel  Society,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  opened  the  busi- 
'  "  ness  of  the  meeting.*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Charles,  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  Mr.  Hastings,  of  the  New-York  bar,  proposed  and  seconded  a 
resolution,  after  which  I  was  invited  to  address  the  audience  on  the 
subject ;  and  as  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  seamen  had 
always  been  an  object  near  my  heart,  I  could  speak  with  great 
earnestness  and  some  knowledge  of  the  subject  on  their  behalf. 
The  effect  appeared  to  be  beneficial,  and  the  impressions  left  such 
as  produced  a  timely  and  valuable  addition  to  the  funds  of  the  in* 
stituUon. 

I  was  much  struck  with  the  melancholy  picture  of  this  large  and 
unfortunate  class  of  men,  as  presented  in  an  appeal  on  their  be- 
half, prepared  and  issued  under  the  sanction  of  the  American  Bethel 
Society,  from  which,  as  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to  believe  its 
details  authentic,  the  following  extracts  may  be  made ;  and,  con- 
sidering them  to  be  an  American  portraiture  of  an  existing  class 
of  the  American  community,  published  on  the  very  spot  where 
that  class  is  best  known  and  challenging  contradiction,  it  is  more 
valuable  than  anything  from  an  English  pen : 

"  The  theatre  of  commercial  enterprise  in  the  United  States  is  im- 
mense. With  a  country  rich  in  resources  beyond  a  parallel,  fertilized 
ly  a  thousand  lakes  and  rivers,  and  furnished  with  every  facility  for  sec- 
tional intercourse,  we  have  become,  and  must  remain,  essentially  a  com- 
mercial people.  Our  internal  arrangements  for  the  transmission  of 
property  and  for  the  convenience  of  travel  are  destined  to  an  almost 
mfinite  enlargement.  Our  inland  waters  are  already  covered  with  boats 
and  vessels  charged  with  the  freights  of  every  cUme,  and  crowded  with 
a  mass  of  human  life  that  astonishes  the  beholder.  But  when  our  mag- 
Bificent  forests  shall  have  been  removed,  and  our  soil  fully  appropriated 
to  the  productions  of  agriculture ;  when  our  mineral  resources,  nearly 
miexplored  as  yet,  shall  have  been  laid  open  and  brought  into  healthful 
action ;  and  especially  when  our  population  shall  have  become  so  ex- 
tended as  densely  to  cover  our  territories,  the  cs^rrying  trade  will  have 
assumed  an  importance  and  commanded  an  agency  altogether  outrank- 
ing every  other  employment.  It  is  destined  to  gather  and  disburse  the 
products  of  an  empire. 

^  It  is  perhaps  impossible  to  ascertain  with  anything  like  precision 

*  This  geDtlemao  has  since  deceased. 
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the  amount  of  capital  now  ftroted  to  this  object.    But  if  wr^Mab  ilko 

view  the  great  extent  of  our  natural  water-courses,  the  mmUtude  of    # 

steamboats  and  other  vessels  which  float  upon  their  surfaces ;  if  we 

then  cast  our  eye  upon  the  canals  which  intersect  these  water-courses, 

uod  survey  their  vanous  appendages  of  boats  and  horses ;  and  if  we  then 

add  the  warehouses  and  men  necessary  to  the  system,  we  cannot  but 

conclude  that  the  amount  is  incalculably  great.    If  we  could  take  in  at 

a  single  glance,  from  some  lofty  eminence,  the  windinffs  of  the  great  ar-  ^ 

teries  of  our  republic,  the  Mississippi,  the  Ohio,  the  Hudson,  with  their  ^ 

tributary  branches,  as  well  as  our  vast  inland  seas ;  and  if  we  could  then 

cast  our  vision  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  upon  the  inlets  of  wealUt 

fh>m  that  region— a  region  yet  to  be  filled  with  a  redundancy  of  life^-oor 

minds  would  be  oppressed  with  the  result.    We  should  then  be  prepa* 

red  rightly  to  estimate  the  magnitude  and  influence  of  this  employment. 

*'  Of  the  agents  now  employed  in  this  business,  by  far  the  greatest 
proportion  are  watermen,  whose  numbers  have  been  variously  estima- 
ted. But  it  is  believed  that  they  will  number  at  least  one  hundred  thou-  ^^^ 
sand,  the  majority  of  whom,  as  to  morals,  are  abandoned.  The  vices  '  ^  , 
of  sailors  have  become  so  proverbial,  that  virtue  shrinks  from  all  asso- 
ciation with  them.  As  they  enter  our  ports  they  are  welcomed  only  « 
by  that  class  of  moral  outlaws  who  infest  our  cities,  and  who  live  aboiit 
the  docks, '  seeking  whom  they  may  devour.'  We  need  not  wonder, 
then,  that  they  travel  swiftly  the  downward  course,  that  their  race  is 
quickly  run.  Their  average  life,  after  entering  upon  the  water,  is  only 
about  twelve  years.  Accustomed  to  constant  privations  and  lutrdshipo, 
they  soon  become  reckless  of  danger,  and,  to  a  mat  extent,  regardless 
of  life.  Their  moral  sense  is  soon  extinguished  ;  but  their  animal  and 
social  propensities  still  survive,  and  hence  they  ordinarily  approach  our 
shores  with  their  vicious  appetites  sharpened  and  inflamed  by  a  coerced  ,  * 
and  protracted  abstinence.  Thus  prompted,  they  immediately  congre- 
gate in  those  dens  of  pollution  which  have  been  aptly  described  as  the 
very  '  nostrils  of  hell.'  Driven  to  desperation  by  the  frauds  and  abuses 
of  their  associates,  they  are  ready  to  avenge  themselves  upon  the  com- 
munity by  outrage  and  violence.  The  harbours  of  our  lakes  and  the 
large  villages  upon  our  canals  have  consequently  become  a  general  ren- 
dezvous for  vagabonds  and  sharpers.  ^  t 

**  Let  the  same  causes  be  continued  for  a  few  years  without  abate- 
ment, and  we  shall  have  at  least  two  hundred  thousand  desperadoes, 
carrying  devastation  and  death  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  oar 
land.  That  these  are  no  idle  fears  is  sufiiciently  evinced  by  facts.  The 
calendars  of  our  prisons,  and  the  records  of  our  criminal  courts,  could 
they  be  consulted,  would  read  us  a  lesson  on  this  subject  of  the  most 
fearful  import.  We  should  there  learn  that  seven  tenths  of  all  the 
crimes  committed  in  the  United  States  within  the  last  five  years  have 
been  committed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  navigable  waters.    The  i 

State-prison  at  Auburn  during  the  last  year  has  received  into  its  cells 
three  nundred  convicted  witnesses  of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  from  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Erie  Canal.  Robberies,  thefts,  and  murders 
have  been  so  frequent  on  the  line  of  this  canal  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  that  our  business-men  have  become  most  seriously  alarmed,  and 
are  beginning  to  feel  that  something  must  be  done  to  stay  the  progress 
of  this  eviL 

**  To  what  combin^on  of  causes  are  we  to  attribute  the  degradation 
of  sailors  t  They  m  familiar  with  som%of  the  sublimest  objects  in 
nature ;  and  were  the  contemplation  of  such  objects  sufficient  to  secure 
elevation  of  character,  we  should  expect  a  different  result.  They  are 
familiar,  too,  with  sudden  dangers  and  providential  escapes.    But  nei- 
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tWbr  ftifciiof  the  one  nor  gratitude  for  tliiK>ther  is  found  to  be  efficft- 
eious.  Men  need  restraint,  and  without  it  they  rapidly  degenerate.  In 
all  our  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  moral  or  physical  degeneracy  of 
men,  philosophy  teaches  us  to  look  as  well  to  their  social  condition  as 
to  their  physical  circumstances.  Look  at  the  watermen  on  these  great 
thoroughfares  in  each  of  these  aspects,  and  the  causes  of  their  degrada- 
tion will  be  easily  developed. 

*'  Their  social  condition  is  in  many  respects  deplorable.  Professional 
associations,  in  civilized  communities,  generally  tend  to  the  elevation  of 
individual  character.  But  watermen  are  not  within  the  pale  of  this  in- 
fluence. Their  professional  associations,  owing  to  the  general  degrada* 
tion,  have  an  opposite  tendency.  Their  very  first  lessons  of  seaman- 
ship are  connected  with  profane  and  licentious  allusions.  Take  almost 
any  youn^  man  of' promise,  and  throw  him  into  a  business  of  this  kind, 
where  he  is  compelled  to  submit  to  the  professional  teachings  of  vicious 
associates,  and  you  give  him  over  to  hopeless  ruin.  In  this  feature  of 
their  condition,  watermen  are  peculiarly  exposed ;  and  this  exposure  is 
fearfully  increased  by  their  libidinous  associations  on  shore. 

"  The  domestic  relations  constitute,  in  the  social  economy,  the  great 
balance-wheel  by  which  the  whole  system  is  regulated.  Let  these  be 
perverted  or  their  influence  disturbed,  and  a  train  of  causes  is  put  in  op- 
eration which  will  banish  from  the  community  all  sense  of  moral  obli- 
gation. Without  the  initiatory  discipline  of  the  domestic  circle,  there 
could  be  no  point  of  social  attraction.  The  Jacobins  of  France  could 
never  have  deluged  that  unhappy  kingdom  with  the  blood  of  its  slaugh- 
tered citizens,  had  they  not  first  laid  their  ruthless  hands  upon  its  do- 
mestic  altars.  The  relations  of  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child, 
brother  and  sister,  carry  with  them  a  weight  of  obligation,  a  force  of  ex- 
ample, and  a  power  of  attraction  more  efiScacious  in  the  promotion  of 
morals  than  the  combined  influences  of  law  and  government.  But  these 
aacred  influences  are  rarely  felt  by  the  poor  sailor.  He  is  an  insulated 
being,  *  whose  home  is  upon  the  waters,*  and  whose  best  affections,  by 
sensual  indulgences,  are  frittered  away  and  destroyed. 

**  Another  prominent  feature  in  the  condition  of  watermen  consists  in 
their  entire  seclusion  from  the  influences  of  a  well-directed  public  sen- 
timent. It  is  generally  considered  that  public  opinion,  as  a  standard  of 
morals,  is  defective.  Vet  in  restraining  vice  it  is  often  an  instrument 
of  great  eflUciency.  A  large  portion  of  the  world  adopt  it  as  their  only 
standard  of  action,  and  a  still  larger  portion  avoid  its  inflictions  with  in- 
stinctive dread.  In  all  well-regulated  communities,  public  opinion  ex- 
erts a  most  powerful  influence  as  well  in  the  prevention  as  in  the  detec- 
tion of  crime.  But,  wherever  the  social  system  is  deranged  by  the  sub- 
traction of  any  of  its  essential  elements,  this  influence  is  perverted,  and 
rendered  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  evil.  Thus,  among  sailors  and 
watermen,  the  subtraction  of  tne  domestic  relations,  and  the  Sabbath, 
has  been  followed  by  a  public  sentiment  utterly  powerless  in  favour  of 
▼irtue,  but  in  its  tendency  to  vice  most  deeply  exciting. 

"  They  are  destitute  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Whatever 
differences  of  opinion  may  exist  upon  questions  purely  religious,  no  one 
can  deny  that  some  kind  of  religious  and  moral  training  is  essential  to 
the  formation  of  a  virtuous  character.  To  expect  the  fulfilment  of  an 
obligation  from  one  who  knows  not  the  relations  on  ^hich  it  is  based, 
k  preposterous.    *  Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorQS,  or  figs  of  thistles  V 

*'Tbe  Sabbath  is  another  instrument  in  the  foriliation  of  character  en- 
titled to  the  highest  respect.  It  is  a  specific  allotment  o/timc  to  those 
studies  and  duties  whicn  constitute  its  chief  basis.  An  unrelieved  ac- 
tivity in  the  pursuit  of  any  secular  business  has  a  tendency  to  lessen 
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the  irei^t  of  moral  obliga#n.  A  mind  thus  employed  is  MJiid  on- 
ward in  its  narrow  pathway  without  the  least  reg^ird  to  surrotdliling  ob-  # 
i^  jects.  It  takes  no  note  of  other  interests ;  it  forms  no  plans  for  the  re- 
lief of  human  misery.  But  when  this  pursuit  is  relieved  by  a  day  set 
apart  for  other  duties,  involving  other  interests,  other  motives,  and  other 
feelings,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  a  different  result.  Hence  we  shall 
idwavs  find,  among  that  class  of  men  who  respect  the  Sabbath,  an  ele- 
vated state  of  morals.  The  claims  of  the  Sabbath,  therefore,  as  a  mere 
civil  institution,  are  of  high  import.  But  when  we  come  to  add  its  reli- 
gious bearings,  it  will  be  seen  to  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  that  is 
valuable  in  human  society.  Sailors  and  watermen,  however,  are  exclu- 
ded from  its  healthful  influences.  To  them  it  brings  neither  instruction 
nor  rest,  and  we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  their  consequent  degradation. 

"  The  physical  circumstances  of  watermen  are  unfavourable  to  virtue. 
Their  exposure  to  the  weather  at  all  times,  and  under  every  variety  of 
hardship,  occasions  a  great  waste  of  physical  energy,  for  which  there  is  «;.. 
no  adequate  supply.  We  are  taught  by  the  conditions  of  our  being  that,  i^ 
while  labour  exhausts  our  frame,  rest  invigorates  it.  But  our  watermen  ^^ 
are  required  to  *  make  their  full  tale  of  brick,  notwithstanding  they  have 
no  straw.'  It  has  long  since  been  demonstrated  that  the  rest  of  the 
Sabbath  is  as  essential  to  bodily  vigour  as  to  moral  health.  Now  the 
great  mass  of  our  watermen  are  required  to  work  night  and  day,  with 
only  an  occasional  hour  for  sleep,  and  are  also  deprived  of  the  physical 
rest  of  the  Sabbath.  It  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  therefore, 
that,  in  the  absence  of  moral  restraint,  they  are  led  to  seek  artificial 
stimulants  to  recall  their  wasted  energies.  To  this  source  the  intem- 
perance of  thousands  may  without  fear  be  attributed.  Having  taken  one 
step  in  the  downward  road,  they  are  easily  led  to  other  irregularities; 
to  vice,  to  crime,  and  eventually  to  a  premature  grave.  The  physical 
circumstances  of  watermen,  then,  are  not  only  unfavourable  to  virtue, 
but  they  become  strong  incentives  to  vice. 

**  The  way  is  now  prepared  to  inquire  for  a  remedy.  We  have  seen 
that  the  evils  to  be  encountered  are  both  secular  and  moral ;  secular,  be- 
cause they  tend  to  the  derangement  of  commerce  by  increasing  its  haz- 
ards ;  and  moral,  because  thev  threaten  to  sap  the  foundations  of  the  * 
social  system,  by  scattering  *  firebrands,  arrows,  and  death.'  The  inqui- 
ry, then,  is  not  only  important,  but  it  must  be  met  and  answered. 

**  To  avoid  an  effect  we  must  remove  the  cause.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that  the  causes  now  in  question  are  various ;  and  yet  it  will  be 
seen  that  they  are  so  intricately  involved  as  to  render  it  impossible 
wholly  to  eradicate  them.  Some  may  be  obviated,  but  others  must  be 
counteracted.  We  may  protect  our  watermen  from  excessive  labour 
and  from  unnecessary  exposure,  and  we  can  give  them  rest.  By  a 
proper  division  of  labour  we  may  prevent  excessive  draughts  upon  their 
physical  energies,  and  secure  to  them  the  requisite  time  for  sleep.  But, 
above  all,  we  can  restore  them  the  Sabbath,  and  thus,  at  a  single  blow, 
remove  the  most  prominent  cause  of  their  degradation  and  vice. 

"  The  physicsd  causes  being  removed,  we  then  can  give  them  books 
in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  read.  By  placing  well-selected  libraries 
on  board  their  vessels  and  withih  their  reach,  we  can  afford  them  intel- 
lectual, moral,  and  religious  instruction,  suited  to  their  condition  and 
employment. 

*'  The  Sabbaths  being  restored,  we  can  give  them  chapels  and  living 
teachers.  We  can  then  give  them  the  best  of  all  possible  substitutes 
for  the  influences  of  the  domestic  relations,  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Christianity,  whether  tru»x>r  false,  is  the  only  system  of  morals. 
Infidelity  herself  being  judge,  which  can  effectuaUy  restrain  the  passions 
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and  ^Ml  of  men ;  and  by  ffiving  this,  if  *ie,  we  giro  them  the  hopes 
•     of  sneNIVer  and  a  better  world." 

Of  the  plain  good  sense  and  true  philanthropy  of  aU  this,  whciP 
can  doubt ;  and  of  the  zeal  and  earnestness  with  which  the  object 
of  moral  reform  is  carried  out  by  those  who  have  here  undertaken 
it,  I  had  abundant  proofi.  The  same  evils,  I  know — and  produ- 
ced, to  a  great  extent,  by  the  same  causes— exist  among  our  boat- 
men, watermen,  and  canal-men  in  England ;  and  if  those  members 
of  the  British  Parliament  who  oppose  all  legislation  for  the  cessa- 
tion of  labour  on  the  Sabbath,  could  but  be  brought  to  see  how 
much  it  would  be  for  the  temporal  and  secular  interests  of  the  la- 
bourers themselves,  they  would  never  raise  the  senseless  cry  against 
if  the  measure,  of  its  being  **  a  war  of  the  rich  against  the  privileges 
te\'  and  enjoyments  of  the  poor ;"  the  poor  being  the  very  class  who 
■  '"  would  benefit  most  largely,  if  all  travelling  in  public  conveyances, 
all  transportation  of  goods,  and  all  labour  of  traffic  or  profit,  were 
atrictly  prohibited  on  the  Sabbath  day,  the  observance  of  which 
as  a  day  of  rest  is  as  beneficial  in  a  physical  as  it  is  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  and  would  tend  to  national  happiness  as  well  as  to 
national  gain. 


CHAPTER  XVm. 

Vifit  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Seneca  Indians. — Statistics  of  this  Tribe  in  Nomberi 
and  Lands.— Council  of  the  Chiefs  in  the  open  Forest.— Description  of  the  Tribe  and 
their  Condition.— Visit  to  the  Grave  of  the  great  Chief  Red  Jacket — Anecdote  of 
Red  Jacket  and  Lsfavette.- History  of  the  '*  White  Woman/'  Wife  of  sn  Indian 
Chief. — Atrocities  of  the  English  leading  the  Indians. — Tesiimonv  of  Corn-planter,  a 
retired  Seneca  Chief.— Corroborating  Narrstive  of  the  **  White  Woman."— Evils  pro- 
daeed  by  the  ase  of  intoxicating  Drinks.  —  Winters  at  Buffalo.  —  Freezing  of  the 
Lakes.— Church-ffoing,  Sleighing  Parties,  and  Religious  ReviTsla- Progress  of  the 
Catholics  in  the  Western  Citiea.— Alarm  of  the  Protestant  Sects  at  this.- Episcopa- 
lian Measures  of  counteraction.- Division  of  New-York  into  two  Bishoprics.- Newt- 
Cpers  of  Buffalo,  Number  and  Character.— Discussion  on  the  rise  ot  Water  in  the 
ikes.— Curious  Theory  broached  on  this  Subiect.— Journey  from  Buffalo  to  Roches- 
ter.—Williamsviile,  Ransom's  Grove,  Pembroke.— Batavia  to  Rochester  by  Railroad. 

DuRiNO  our  stay  at  Buffalo  we  paid  a  visit  to  the  nation  of  Sen- 
eca Indians,  whose  settlement  is  about  six  or  seven  miles  south  of 
this  city.  These  form  one  of  the  six  Indian  nations,  whose  few  re- 
maining members  still  linger  in  different  parts  of  the  State  of  New- 
York.  They  are,  therefore,  one  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  dis- 
cussed in  our  presence  the  other  day,  among  the  Tuscarora  In- 
dians, whom  we  visited  at  Niagara,  and  their  assent  wouM  accord- 
ingly be  necessary  before  the  amended  treaty  could  be  carried  into 
execution. 

A  grand  council  was  to  be  held  here  as  at  Tuscarora  i  and  as 
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Jthe  Indians  were  more  numerous,  and  would  be  joined  »»^  ^j 
MBome  of  the  Onondagas  and  Cayugas,  greater  preparations  were 
madt  to  give  dignity  to  its  proceedings.  The  council  was  intend* 
ed  to  be  opened  on  Monday  last  in  the  usual  council-house ;  but 
there  being  a  great  number  of  dissentient  chiefs,  they  would  not 
allow  it  to  be  held  there,  as  they  were  averse  to  the  whole  pro* 
ceeding.  A  new  house  had  been  temporarily  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  but  that  was  speedily  burned  down  by  some  of  the  discon* 
tented  Indians,  so  that  the  council  was  ordered  to  be  opened  to-day 
in  the  deep  shade  of  the  grove  adjoining  their  settlement 

We  went  there  with  an  agreeable  party  about  twelve  o'clock, 
in  a  carriage,  and  found  there  Generals  Gillett,  Porter,  and  Dear* 
bom,  of  the  American'  army,  Judge  Striker,  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
who  opened  the  council,  and  a  large  number  of  American  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  The  Indians  assembled  were  not  more  than  one 
hundred,  but  they  were  all  chiefe,  and  there  were  neither  women 
nor  children  as  at  the  former.  The  men  were  more  Indian  in  their 
costume  and  physiognomy  than  the  Tuscaroras,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  came  with  their  tomahawks  in  their  hands.  Th^ 
stretched  themselves  along  in  the  most  careless  attitudes  beneam 
the  trees,  and  enjoyed  the  shade  and  repose,  while  they  listened  to 
the  opening  address  of  the  judge  and  the  speech  of  the  commis<> 
doner,  both  of  which  were  translated,  sentence  by  sentence,  by 
one  of  their  own  body  acting  as  interpreter,  to  which  they  paid 
great  attention,  without,  however,  moving  a  muscle  to  betray  any 
emotions,  and  smoking  their  pipes  with  the  utmost  gravity.  The 
whole  scene  was  far  more  picturesque  and  aborigmal  than  the 
council  held  in  the  church  oi  the  Tuscaroras. 

I  learned  on  the  spot,  from  conversation  with  some  of  the  chiefis, 
that  their  nation  at  present  numbered  about  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred ;  the  extent  of  their  reserved  land  bein^  sixty  thousand  acres, 
in  four  different  portions,  the  largest  of  which  came  up  almost  to 
the  very  borders  of  the  town  of  buffalo.  Of  their  whole  number, 
not  more  than  one  fourth  were  even  nominal  Christians ;  and  of 
these,  it  was  doubted  whether  more  than  a  ver^  small  number 
really  understood  and  felt  the  influence  of  religion.  The  other 
three  fourths  were  pagans,  as  they  are  here  caJled,  clin^ng  to 
their  ancient  superstitions,  and  celebrating  every  year  a  festival,  in 
which  two  white  dogs  are  slain,  with  peculiar  ceremonies. 

Respecting  the  proposed  treaty,  we  were  assured  that  nine  tenths 
of  the  whole  body  of  the  Seneca  Indians  were  opposed  to  it,  and, 
indeed,  ayerse  to  any  removal  at  all.  Of  the  chiefs,  who  were 
ninety-six*  in  number,  more  than  half  were  openly  hostile  to  ttie 
measure,  and  it  was  said  by  the  Indians  themselves  that  those 
who  supported  it  had  been  bribed  by  the  government  to  express 
favourable  opinions.  In  this  way  they  feared  that  a  great  many 
of  the  more  dissolute  and  drunken  of  their  nuinl)er  would  M 
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bfTOght  over,  with  dollars  and  whiskey,  to  give  their  assent,  and^ 
thus  the  tribe  would  be  sold ;  but  they  seemed  to  have  great  reli^P 
ance  on  a  chief  who  was  present,  named  Bi^  Kettle,  to  oppooe  the 
fallacy  of  the  treaty,  and  rouse  the  whole  tribe  to  oppose  it.  The 
business  of  the  day  ended,  however,  with  the  commissioner's  state- 
ment, and  at  three  o'clock  the  council  adjourned  till  the  following 
,  day. 

On  our  return  homeward  we  halted  at  the  spot  near  the  Mission- 
house  and  church,  built  on  the  grounds  of  the  Indian  Reservation, 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  tomb  of  Red  Jacket,  the  famous 
Seneca  chidT,  who  was  buried  here  about  seven  years  ago ;  and  the 
grave  of  Mary  Jameson, "  the  white  woman,"  as  she  was  always 
called,  who  was  born  of  Irish  parents  on  their  voyage  out  from 
England  to  America  as  emigrants,  was  afterward  captured  by  the 
*  Indians,  and  subsequently  married  and  survived  two  Indian  chie& 

^  as  husbands,  leaving  by  them  a  large  family  of  half-breed  Indian 

^  children,  who  are  now  members  of  the  Seneca  nation.     The  part 

taken  by  Red  Jacket  in  resisting  the  encroachment  of  the  whites, 
and  defending  the  right  of  the  red  man  to  the  soil  of  his  ancestors, 
gave  him  unoounded  popularity  among  his  tribe,  and  spread  his 
reputation  among  the  Indian  nations  generally.  In  the  first  treaty 
between  the  Umted  States  and  the  Six  Nations  after  the  Revolu- 
tion in  1784,  Red  Jacket  first  rose  into  notice,  and  the  narrative  of 
this  is  thus  given  in  Mr.  O'Reilly's  History  of  the  Lands  of  the  Six 
Nations : 

"  The  cession  of  their  hunting-grounds  northwest  of  the  Ohio  was 
vigorously,  though  unavailingly,  opposed  by  several  of  the  red  men. 
Saguaha,  or  Red  Jacket,  then  young  and  nmeless  among  the  head  men, 
^ose  rapidly  in  favour  with  the  Senecas  far  his  hostility  to  the  measure ; 
while  the  popularity  of  their  great  chief,  Corn-planter,  suffered  severely 
among  his  race  for  his  partiality  to  the  whites  in  the  arrangement.  The 
reservation  on  the  Alleghany  river,  whereon  his  descendants  still  abide, 
formed  part  of  the  gratuity  bestowed  on  the  half-breed  chief  (for  Corn- 
planter  was  the  son  of  John  Abeel  or  O'Bail)  whose  exertions  con- 
tributed so  largely  to  the  furtherance  of  the  views  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment. The  patriotism  of  Red  Jacket  was  then  thoroughly  aroused, 
rihd  his  wisdom  and  eloquence  were  both  zealously  employed  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  the  red  man  against  the  encroaching  influence  of  the 
•  pale  faces.'  He  was  elected  a  chief  among  the  Senecas  soon  after  this 
treaty,  and  his  influence  was  great  among  the  Indian  confederacy  for 
upward  of  forty  years,  till  death  prevented  him  from  witnessing  the 
complete  success  of  the  policy  (which  he  had  resolutely  opposed)  for 
the  total  expatriation  of  his  race  by  the  removal  westward  of  the  frag- 
mants  of  the  Six  Nations  yet  lingering  in  Western  New-York. 
.^  ^^^^^  hostility  of  Red  Jacket  to  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  was  so 
'VS^ious  and  enthusiastic,  that  it  was  vividly  remembered  by  Lafayette 
(though  the  name  of  the  orator  was  forgotten)  on  his  last  visit  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  name  should  have  been  for- 
gotten, as,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  Red  Jacket  was  young  and  nameless 
amons  his  tribe,  his  character  having  then  only  begun  to  develop  itself, 
though  he  had  not  been  backward  among  the  warriors,  whose  hostilities 
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*  fei  the  Revolutionary  war  provoked  the  summary  vengeance  infliction 
^|tbeir  confederacy  by  the  expedition  of  General  Sullivan.  When  at 
BuAlo  on  his  tour  through  the  Union,  Lafayette  was  reminded  by  Red 
Jaclet  of  the  treaty  of  (ort  Stanwix.  'The  occurrences  are  fresh  in 
my  memory,^  said  the  veteran  general ;  '  and  what  became  of  the  young 
warrior  who  then  so  eiocjuently  opposed  the  burying  of  the  tomahawk, 
and  who  so  zealously  resisted  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  whites  V  '  Hb 
IS  NOW  BsroRE  Tou  !*  Said  Red  Jacket. 

"  An  anecdote  characteristic  of  Red  Jacket  has  been  mentioned  to  us 
by  ah  old  settler.  At  the  conference  for  the  formation  of  the  treaty, 
C5olonel  Pickering  commenced  making  memoranda  as  Red  Jacket  was 
speaking.  The  Indian  orator,  while  depicting  the  wrongs  which  the  red 
men  had  suffered  from  the  encroachments  of  the  whiteiii^  paused  sud- 
denly, addressed  himself  with  energetic  dignity  to  Colonel  Pickering, 
and  exclaimed, '  Look  up  from  the  table,  brother,  and  fix  your  eyes  upon 
my  eyes,  that  you  may  see  that  what  Saguaha  suys  is  the  truthy  and  no  lie  P  " 

Of  the  "  White  Woman,"  whose  tomb  lies  side  by  side  with  that 
of  Red  Jacket,  a  biographical  memoir  was  drawn  up  in  1823  by 
Mr.  J.  E.  Seaver,  of  Genesee,  assisted  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Barrister  and 
others,  who  were  enabled  to  obtain  from  her  lips  the  record  of 
many  facts,  which  would  otherwise  have  passed  into  obscurity  or 
oblivion  by  her  death.  The  work  was  entitled,  "  A  Narrative  of 
the  Life  of  Mary  Jameson,  who  was  taken  by  the  Indians  in  the 

iear  1755,  when  only  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  has  contin- 
ed  to  reside  among  them  to  the  present  time ;  containing  an  ac- 
co;int  of  the  murder  of  bp  father  and  his  family ;  her  troubles  with 
her  sons,  who  were  kilKJn  in  feuds  among  themselves  or  with  oth-^ 
ers;  barbarities  of  the  Indians  in  the  French  and  Revolutionary 
war;  the  life  of  Hiokatoo,  her  last  husband  (a  Seneca  chief,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  103),  Us  exploits  against  the  Cherokees,  Cata- 
teas,  and  other  Southern  iSflians ;  and  many  historical  facts  never 
before  published,  carefully  taken  down  from  her  own  words,  No* 
member  29, 1823." 

Among  the  atrocities  perpetrated  by  the  Indians  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  the  conduct  of  an  Englishman  named  Ebenezer 
Allen,  often  called  the  Indian  Allen,  surpassed  that  of  any  of  his 
red  allies.  The  White  Woman,  in  her  narrative,  says  of  him, 
**  While  prowling  with  his  Indian  allies  in  the  Susquehanna  VjJ- 
ley,  he  surprised  the  inmates  of  a  dwelling  by  bursting  suddenly 
if][>on  them  in  their  beds.  The  father,  springing  up  to  defend  his 
family,  was  killed  by  one  blow  of  Allen's  tomahawk.  The  head 
of  the  murdered  man  was  thrown  at  his  feeble  wif(^.from  whose 
arms  the  infant  was  torn,  and  dashed  to  death  before  her  eyes !  It 
has  been  said,"  continues  the  White  Woman,  "  though  I  will  not 
relate  it  for  a  certainty,  that,  after  perpetrating  these  murders,  he 
opened  the  fire,  and  buried  the  quivermg  corpse  of  the  infant  be- 
neath the  embers  :"  and  she  adds,  '^  I  have  often  heard  him  speak 
of  the  transactions  of  that  family  as  the  foulest  crimes  he  had  ever 
%oinmifted."  4 
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Allen  was  one  of.  the  English  Tories  who  opposed  the 
American  Revolution,  and  fought  with  the  Indians  against  the# 
colonists.  He  seems,  as  his  biographer  justly  remarks,  to  have 
united  "the  lasciviousness  of  the  Turk  with  the  bloodthirstiness 
of  a  savage,  and  his  whole  career  appears  to  have  been  made  up 
of  lust,  rapine,  and  cruelty ;  adulteries  and  murders  were  his  daily 
food  :  he  married  wives,  and  then  put  them  to  death ;  stole  virgins, 
and  then  cast  them  off  ^  took  captives  for  concubines,  and  then 
drowned  them,  as  well  as  their  former  husbands,  with  a  degree  of 
barbarity  that  was  perfectly  demoniacal.  He  died  on  the  River 
De  French,./!!  the  town  of  Delaware,  in  1814,  leaving  two  white 
widows,  an  Indian  squaw,  and  several  children  to  survive  him." 

The  accuracy  of  this  narrative  of  the  White  Woman  is  corrob- 
orated by  the  history  of  General  Sullivan's  expedition  against  the 
Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  published  in  1824  by  Mr.  Salmon,  who 
died  during  the  last  year,  1837.  This  expedition  of  General  Sulli- 
van was  undertaken  in  1779,  when  the  American  Congress  recom- 
mended, and  General  Washington  adopted,  the  most  rigorous 
measures  to  avenge  the  atrocities  perpetrated  by  the  Indians, 
"  whose  deeds  were  inscribed  with  the  scalping-knife  and  the  tom- 
ahawk, in  characters  of  blood,  on  the  fields  of  Wyoming  and  Cheriy 
Valley,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk. 

"  Of  these  cruelties,  stimulated,  and  often  perpetrated,  by  thte 
English  Tories  leading  the  Indians  and  acting  with  them,  the  fol- 
lowmg  is  only  one  of  many  specimens.  H  occurred  in  the  attack 
o^the  British  Rangers,  under  Colonel  Butler,  and  is  given  in  Sal- 
mon's narrative,  and  corroborated  by  several  other  authorities : 

"  A  party  of  Indians,  then  in  the  British  employ,  had  entered  a 
house,  and  killed  and  scalped  a  motherland  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren. This  was  at  a  spot  on  the  west  side  of  the  Genesee  River, 
where  a  small  town  called  Leicester  now  stands.  The  Indians  had 
just  completed  their  work  of  death,  when  some  Royalists  belonging 
to  their  party  came  up,  and  discovered  an  infant  still  alive  in  the 
cradle.    An  Indian  warrior,  noted  for  his  barbarity,  approached 

fe cradle  with  his  uplifted  hatchet  The  babe  looked  up  in  his 
and  smiled ;  the  feelings  of  nature  triumphed  over  the  ferocity 
of  the  savage ;  the  hatchet  fell  from  his  hand,  and  he  was  in  the 
act  of  stoopmg  down  to  take  the  infant  in  his  arms,  when  one  of 
the  Royalists,  cursing  the  Indian  for  his  humanity,  took  it  up  on  the 
point  of  his  .bayonet,  and,^  holding  it  up,  struggling  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  exclaimed,  *  This,  too,  is  a.  rebel !'  " 
^  Such  are  the  atrocities  of  war,  and  such  the  extinction  of  all 
klUDanity,  even  in  the  breasts  of  the  loyal,  the  chivalrous,  and  the 
devout,  the  upholders  of  the  divine  right  of  kings,  and  the  defend- 
ers of  Church  and  State  as  the  great  bulwarks  of  Christianity. 

Some  remarkable  exposures  of  the  agency  of  Great  Britain  in 
producing  these  atrocities  have  been  broqght  to  light  from  time  to 
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time,  and  two  of  them  are  sofficiently  remaikable  to  be  quoted  here. 
The  first  was  a  communication  maae  by  the  great  Indian  riral  of 
Bed  Jacket,  a  chief  also  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  named  Com-planter, 
who  was  always  as  friendly  to  the  whites  as  Red  Jacket  was  hos- 
tile to  them,  and  whose  testimony  is  unexcepticmable  on  this  pomt. 
So  recently  as  1822,  when  residing  on  the  banks  of  the  Alleghany 
River,  where  he  had  a  tract  of  land  on  which  he  dwelt,  he  makes 
the  following  disclosure  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  then  in 
session  at  Hanisburg.    He  says : 

**  I  will  tell  you  now,  brothers,  who  are  in  session  in  the  L^is- 
lature  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  Great  Spirit  has  made,  known  to 
me  that  I  have  been  very  wicked,  and  the  cause  thereof  was  fhe 
Revolutionary  war  in  America.  The  cause  of  the  Indians  having 
been  led  into  sin  at  that  time  was,  that  many  of  them  were  m  the 
practice  of  drinking  and  getting  intoxicated.  Grreat  Britain  re* 
quested  us  to  join  in  the  conflict  against  the  Americans,  and  prom* 
ued  the  Indians  monejf  and  liquor.  I  myself  was  opposed  to  join- 
ing in  the  conflict,  as  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  difficulty  that 
existed  between  the  two  parties." 

The  other  authority  is  mat  of  the  White  Woman,  whose  narrative 
was  taken  down  from  her  own  lips  in  1823,  without  concert  with 
Corn-planter,  who  was  then  at  a  distance,  and  had  for  years  lived 
estranged  from  the  tribe,  in  consequence  of  his  being  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  Red  Jacket,  and  thought  to  be  too  favourable  to  the 
whites.  Their  statement  therefore,  mdependent  as  it  is  of  the  oth- 
er, and  going  much  more  into  detail,  must  be  regarded  as  strikinglr 
corroborative  of  the  truth  of  Com-plantei's  averment ;  and,  though 
it  places  the  conduct  of  the  British  m  a  most  detestable  light,  it  is 
right  that  the  nation  itsdfj  and  the  world,  should  know  to  what 
atrodties  colonial  mise^ovemment  may  lead.    The  White  Woman 

"  After  the  conclusion  of  the  French  war  [or,  rather,  after  the  terminap 
tion  of  the  difficulties  consequent  on  the  connexion  of  the  Senecas  with 
the  conspiracy  of  Pontiac],  our  tribe  had  nothing  to  trouble  them  till  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution.  For  twelve  or  thirteen  years  the 
implements  of  war  were  not  known,  nor  the  war-whoop  heard,  save  oa 
days  of  festivity,  when  the  achievements  of  former  times  were  com- 
memorated in  a  kind  of  mimic  warfare,  in  which  the  chiefs  and  waiw 
riors  displayed  their  prowess,  and  illustrated  their  former  adroitness,  by 
laying  the  ambuscade,  surprising  their  enemies,  and  performing  many 
accurate  manoeuvres  with  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife,  thereby 
preserving  and  handing  down  to  their  children  the  theory  of  Indian  war- 
fare.  During  that  period  they  alap  pertinaciously  observed  the  religious 
rites  of  their  progenitors,  by  attending,  with  the  most  scmpidotts  exact- 
ness and  a  great  degree  of  enthusiasm,  to  the  sacrifices  at  different 
times,  to  appease  the  anger  of  the  evil  deity,  or  to  excite  the  commis- 
eration and  friendship  of  the  great  good  Spirit,  whom  they  adored  with 
reverence  as  the  author,  governor,  supporter,  and  diq;K)eer  oipvery  good 
thingof  which  they  participated. 

^  They  also  practised  in  various  athletie  games,  sndi  as  nmninf , 
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wrestling,  leaping,  and  playing  ball,  with  a  view  that  their  bodies  might 
be  more  supple,  or,  rather,  that  they  might  not  become  enervated,  and 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  make  a  proper  selection  of  chiefs  for  the 
councils  of  the  nation  and  leaders  for  war.  No  people  can  Uve  more 
happy  than  the  Indians  did  in  times  of  peace,  before  the  introduction  of 
spirituous  liquors  among  them.  Their  lives  were  a  continual  round  of 
pleasures.  Their  wants  were  few  and  easily  satisfied,  and  their  cares 
were  only  for  to-day,  the  bounds  of  their  csdculations  for  future  com- 

ibrts  scarcely  extending  to  the  incalculable  uncertainties  of  to-morrow, 
f  eiE^r  peace  dwelt  with  men,  it  was  in  former  times,  in  the  recesses 
from  war,  among  those  who  are  now  termed  barbarians.  The  moral 
character  of  the  Indians  was  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  un- 
contaminat^.  Their  fidelity  was  perfect,  and  became  proverbial;  they 
were  strictly  honest ;  they  despised  deception  and  falsehood;  and  chas- 
tity was  held  in  high  veneration ;  a  violation  of  it  was  considered  sacri- 
lege. They  were  temperate  in  their  desires,  moderate  in  their  pas- 
sions, and  candid  and  honourable  in  the  expression  of  their  sentiments 
on  every  subject  of  importance. 

.  ''  Thus,  at  peace  among  themselves  and  with  the  neighbouring  whites, 
though  there  were  none  at  that  time  very  near,  our  Indians  lived  quietly 
and  peaceably  at  home  till  a  little  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  when  they  were  sent  for,  together  with  the  chiefs  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Six  Nations  generally,  by  the  people  of  the  States,  to  go  to 
German  Flats  and  there  hold  a  general  council,  in  order  that  the  people 
of  the  States  might  ascertain  in  good  season  whom  they  should  esteem 
and  treat  as  enemies  and  whom  as  friends,  in  the  great  war  which  was 
then  upon  the  point  of  breaking  out  between  them  and  the  King  of  Eng- 
land. 

**  Oar  Indians  obeyed  the  call,  and  the  council  was  holden,  at  which 
the  pipe  of  peace  was  smoked  and  a  treatgf  made,  in  which  the  Six 
Nations  solemnly  agreed  that,  if  a  war  'should  eventually  break  out, 
they  would  not  take  up  arms  on  either  side,  but  that  they  would  ob- 
serve a  strict  neutrality.  With  that  the  people  of  the  States  were  sat- 
isfied, as  they  did  not  ask  their  assistance,  and  did  not  wish  it.  The 
»>,Indiajvi  returned  to  their  homes,  well  (drnsed  that  they  could  live  on 
'  neutral  ground,  surrounded  witu  the  din  of  war  without  being  engaged 
in  it. 

"  The  treaty  here  referred  to  was  made  by  General  Schuyler  with  the 
Indian  council  assembled  at  German  Flats  on  the  14th  of  June,  1776, 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  May,  providing  *  that  treaties 
should  be  held  with  the  Indians  in  the  diflerent  oepartments  as  soon  as 
practicable,'  &c. 

ti    "About  a  year  passed  off,*'  says  the  White  Woman,  "and  we,  as 
usual  for  some  years  before,  were  enjoying  ourselves  in  the  employ- 
ments of  peaceable  times,  when  a  messenger  arrived  from  the  British 
commissioners,  requesting  all  the  Indians  of  our  tribe  to  attend  a  gen- 
eral council  which  was  soon  to  be  held  at  Oswego.    The  council  con- 
Tened ;  and  being  opened,  the  British  commissioners  informed  the  chiefs 
that  the  object  of  calling  a  council  of  the  Six  Nations  was  to  engage 
their  assistance  in  subduing  the  rebels,  the  people  of  the  States,  who 
p-  had  risen  up  against  the  good  king  their  master,  and  were  about  to  rob 
^Um  of  a  great  part  of  his  possessions  and  wealth.    The  commissioners 
added,  that  they  would  amply  reward  the  Indians  for  all  their  services. 
"  The  chiefs  then  rose,  and  informed  the  commissioners  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  treaty  which  they  had  entered  into  with  the  people  of 
the  States  the  year  before,  and  that  they  should  not  violate  it  by  taking 
tip  the  hatchet  against  them«    The  commissioners  continued  taeir  en- 
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trealies  without  success  till  they  addressed  their  tTarice  and  appetites. 
They  told  our  people  that  the  people  of  the  States  were  few  in  number 
and  easily  subdued ;  and  that,  on  account  of  their  disobedience  to  the  king, 
they  Justly  merited  all  the  punishment  that  it  was  possible  for  white 
men  and  Indians  to  inflict  upon  them.  They  added  that  the  king  was  rich 
and  powerful,  both  in  money  and  subjects ;  that  his  rum  was  asplerUy  at 
the  water  tn  Lake  Ontario ;  that  his  men  were  as  numerous  as  the  sands 
upon  the  lake  shore ;  and  that  the  Indians,  if  they  would  assist  in  the 
war,  and  perseyere  in  their  friendship  to  the  king  till  it  was  closed, 
should  never  want  for  money  or  goods.  Upon  this  the  chiefs  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  British  commissioners,  in  which  they  agreed  toi^  take 
up  arms  against  the  rebels,  and  continue  in  the  service  of  his  majesty 
tUi  they  were  subdued,  in  consideration  of  certain  conditions,  which 
were  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  to  be  performed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment  ana  its  agents. 

^  As  soon  as  the  treaty  was  finished,  the  commissioners  made  a  pres- 
ent to  each  Indian  of  a  suit  of  clothes,  a  brass  kettle,  a  gun,  a  tomahawk, 
a  scalping-knife,  a  quantity  of  powder  and  lead,  and  a  piece  of  cold ; 
promising  likewise  a  bounty  on  every  scalp  that  should  be  brought  in. 
Thus  richly  clad  and  equipped,  they  returned  home,  after  an  absence  of 
about  two  weeks,  full  of  the  fire  of  war,  and  anxious  to  encounter  their 
enemies.'* 

This  introductioii  of  rum  and  whiskey  among  the  Indians,  a 
curse  which  they  owe  entirely  to  the  whites,  has  been  a  more  pow* 
erful  agent  in  their  demoralization  and  destruction  than  any  other 
that  has  ever  been  brought  to  act  on  them.  In  their  semi-civilized 
state,  the  propensity  to  drink,  which  pervades  all  classes  amons 
the  Indians,  makes  them  indolent,  stupid,  and  treacherous,  ana 
renders  them  an  easy  prey  to  any  designer  who  will  only  apply 
this  mode  of  destruction.  Among  the  W  estem  tribes,  remote  nrom 
civilization,  it  produces  the  same  effects,  and  so  aggravates  all  the 
symptoms  of  the  most  fea^fiul  diseases,  that  every  year  sees  thou- 
sands of  their  numbers  swept  away  to  a  premature  grave  by  thel 
cholera,  the  black  sickness,  or  the  smallpox,  in  all  attacks  of  which 
spirituous  liquors  are  freely  drank  as  the  preventive;  and  this  serv* 
ing  only  to  aggravate  all  the  symptoms,  hundreds  breathe  their 
last  witn  the  rum-bottle  in  their  hands !  At  all  councils  it  is  still 
freely  distributed,  either  before  or  pending  the  negotiations.  When 
treaties  are  signed,  presents  for  rum  are  passed  from  one  party 
to  the  other,  and  for  weeks  afterward  drunkenness  and  aisso- 
luteness  are  seen  in  the  most  aggravated  forms  among  the  In- 
dians. The  two  following  paragraphs,  taken  from  the  Rochester 
Democrat  of  August  27,  are  strucingly  illustrative  of  the  ravages 
committed  among  all  classes  by  this  destructive  poison. 

Railroad  Accidcnt. — ^While  the  train  of  cars  on  the  Lockport  and 
Niagara  Falls'  Railroad  was  going  west  on  Saturday  last,  the  train  rafi^ 
over  an  Indian  squaw  who  was  lying  drunk  across  the  track,  in  tbt 
Tuscarora  Reservation.    Both  legs  were  severed  from  her  body,  and 
she  died  soon  after. 

"  DisTRBssufo  Railroad  Aocmmr. — ^As  this  morning's  tkain  of  cars 
from  Stonington  was  approaching  the  village  of  Greenwich,  Rhods 
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Island,  a  deaf  and  dumb  man  chanced  to  be  classing  the  raflroad  at  the 
very  moment  the  cars  rushed  by.  Of  course,  neither  the  bell  attached 
to  the  engine,  nor  the  shrill  sound  of  the  steam-whistle,  both  of  which 
had  given  their  timely  warning  when  the  train  was  nearins  the  cross- 
roads, could  notify  him  of  his  danger.  Walking  deliberately  up  to  the 
locomotive,  a  blow  from  the  projecting  part  of  the  framework  felled 
him  to  tl^  ground,  and  so  severely  injured  the  poor  creature,  by  break- 
ing his  arm  and  dreadfully  fracturing  his  scull,  that  when  the  cars  left 
him  with  his  friends,  it  was  evident  he  could  survive  but  a  few  mo- 
ments. We  learn  that  not  the  slightest  blame  can  be  attached  to  the 
•ngiaeer  on  the  road.  A  whiskey  bottle^  which  was  found  shivered  to 
atoms  in  the  pocket  of  the  dying  mute,  accounts  for  the  stupefaction 
under  which  ms  other  senses — generally  so  accute  and  vigilant  in  per- 
sons deprived  of  their  hearing— must  have  been  labouring,  to  have  al- 
k>wed  him  thus  to  walk  into  destruction  itself." 

There  are  two  classes  of  human  bongs — ^^  the  poor,  untutor- 
ed Indian/'  and  ''  the  helpless  deaf  and  dumb" — for  whom  our 
qrmpathies  are  so  often  appealed  to,  and  who  are  so  largely  entitled 
to  our  protection,  literally  murdered,  and  sent  to  a  premature  grave 
by  this  Ucensed  and  authorized  traffic  m  a  poison,  the  only  excuse 
for  the  sale  of  which  is,  that  it  enables  the  maker  and  vender  to 
grow  rich  on  the  sufferings,  diseases,  and  deaths  of  their  fellow* 
creatures.  When  will  the  legislatures  of  civilized  countries  see 
that  humanity,  religion,  and  sound  policy  til  concur  to  recommend 
the  extmction  of  such  a  baleful  and  blighting  traffic  as  this  ?* 

After  our  return  from  the  settlement  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  we 
remained  some  days  longer  in  Buffalo ;  and  as  the  weather,  though 
warm,  was  deliciouidy  fresh  and  agreeable  to  the  feelings,  owins 
to  the  daily  breeze  from  the  lake,  we  enjoyed  our  excursions  and 
perambulations  in  and  around  the  town  and  its  vicinity.  In  the 
winter,  we  were  told,  the  weather  is  extremely  cold  ;  the  entire  sur- 
fiace  of  the  lake  being  frozen  over,  the  £rie  Canal  sliut  up,  and  the 
thermometer  frequently  below  zera  This  necessarily  leads  to  a 
general  suspension  of  business,  as  the  transport  of  goods  is  impracA 
ticable ;  and  this  is  the  season  in  which  the  time  of  the  inhabitants 
is  divided  between  church-^oing,  which  is  more  frequent  than  in 
the  summer,  evening  visits,  lueigmng  parties,  and  religious  revivahk 
These  things  stand  in  singular  juxtapoation ;  but  we  heard  from 
the  lips  of  a  clergyman  of  the  city,  some  time  resident  here,  and 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  state  of  society,  the  statement  that, 
to  use  his  own  language,  ^^  there  was  a  great  deal  of' mechanism 
employed  in  the  getting  up  of  religious  revivals,  for  which  the 
winter  was  found  to  be  most  favourable  in  the  cities,  because  of 
the  leisure,  and  consequent  disposition  to  excitement''  The  per- 
.^  f^inanent  good  produced  by  these  revivals  thus  ^'  ^ot  up,"  is  a  quesK 
tion  that  would  admit  of  great  difference  of  opinion. 

The  Catholics,  who  are  continually  increasing  thar  numbers 

•  8«6  Mme  beMrtiiiil  lines  on  this  subject,  by  Mrs.  Sigouroey,  the  Anencaa  poetess 
la  tlw  App«idii,  Na  IV. 
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from  the  large  body  of  Gennan,  Swiss,  and  Iribh  emigraiits  that 
eveiT  year  flock  to  this  quarter  in  search  of  employment,  make 
equal  exertions  with  the  Protestants  to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  reli- 
gious zeal,  though  they  take  difierent  means  to  accomplish  Uieir 
object  Great  suarm  seems  to  prevail  among  the  Protestant  sects 
in  general  as  to  the  progress  making  by  the  Catholics  in  the  West, 
and  it  is  undoubted  that  lame  and  c(^y  churches  are  c^rin^ng 
up  in  every  city,  the  funds  of  which  are  believed  to  be  transmitted 
fiiom  Europe,  as  there  are  no  visible  sources  of  income  for  such  un- 
dertakings here.  < 

At  Bufialo  a  new  Catholic  Church  is  building  outside  and  over 
the  old  one,  which  is  left  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  new  edifice, 
so  that  the  congregation  may  continue  their  worship  there  until  the 
exterior  church  is  finished  all  but  the  pavement,  when  it  virill  be 
taken  down,  and  all  its  materials  removed.  It  is  thought,  from  the 
plans  and  drawings,  that  this  new  Catholic  Church  will  far  outstrip^ 
m  size  and  splendour  all  the  Protestant  edifices  of  Buffalo;  and* 
this  external  display,  no  doubt,  has  veiy  powerful  attractions  for 
the  uneducated  multitude. 

The  Episcopalian  Protestants,  who  follow  the  doctrines  and  rit- 
ual of  the  Church  of  England,  are,  on  the  whole,  the  most  strongly 
opposed  to  the  progress  of  the  Catholics,  and  are  making  corre- 
spondmg  effi>rts  to  counteract  their  influence.  One  of  their  meas- 
ures is  to  divide  the  State  of  New-York  into  an  eastern  and  west- 
^n  diocese,  and  thus  to  have  two  bishops  instead  of  one.  For 
thb  purpose  a  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  is  now  holding 
at  Uaca,  at  which  the  present  bishop  of  the  diocese,  Dr.  Onder- 
donk,  presides ;  and  of  the  clerical  members  sent  to  the  Convention 
by  the  respective  churches^  all  seem  disposed  to  favour  this  divis- 
ion of  the  diocese  into  two— the  creation  of  a  second  bidiop;  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  clerical  body.  When  it  is  considered  that 
the  area  of  the  state  is  nearly  as  ^eat  as  that  of  England  and 
Wales  united,  and  that  the  bishop  is  expected  to  visit  every  part 
of  it  personally  in  the  course  of  the  year,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
iLis  mofe  than  one  man  could  adequately  superintend. 

The  public  press  of  Buffalo  numbers  four  dmlj  newspapers: 
the  Journal,  the  Patriot,  the  Star,  and  the  Buffalonian.  The  first 
two  are  Whig  or  Conservative  in  their  politics,  the  third  is  Demo- 
cratic, and  the  fourth,  which  is  a  penny  paper,  is  neutral.  They  , 
are  conducted  vrith  average  talent,  but  with  all  the  one-sidedness 
of  partisanship  which  is  so  characteristic  of  American  newspapers 
generally.  The  smaller  p^per,  like  most  of  its  class,  deals  much 
more  in  personalities  and  private  gossip  than  the  larger  ones,  and 
is  much  less  political  It  is  curious  that  this  should  be  the  case 
with  nearly  all  the  cheap  papers  I  have  seen  in  America ;  and  this 
fact  has  made  me  less  anxious  than  I  once  was  to  see  cheap  news- 
papers multiplied  in  England.    There  are  bad  productions  enough. 

Vol.  IL— a  a 
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it  18  true,  among  the  expensire  joumils;  Irat  the  smaller  pemqr 
Mpers  h^e  are  certainly  worse,  more  personali  more  disposed  to 
mvade  the  sanctity  of  private  life,  and  less  scrupuloas  than  the 
dearer  ones  at  brining  matters  wholly  of  a  private  nature  before 
thegaze  of  die  pnbUc  eye. 

i  Tnis  must  arise,  to  a  certam  extent,  from  the  depraved  taste  of 
the  community^  for,  unless  such  topics  were  acceptable  to  a  very 
large  class,  such  papers  could  not  command  the  extensive  circula- 
tion they  enjoy,  and,  without  an  extensive  circulation,  no  papers  at 
80  cheap  a  price  could  sustain  their  existence.  The  remedy  for 
this  evil  is  undoubtedly  a  better  education  for  the  humbler  classes, 
not  merely  to  embrace  solid  and  useful  knowledge,  but  to  include 
a  refinement  of  taste  and  purity  of  manners ;  m  that  case,  the 
newspapers  printed  for  their  use  would  of  necessity  come  up  to 
their  standara  of  intelligence  and  taste,  for  without  this  they  could 
not  be  made  acceptable  to  thdr  readers. 

.    Among  the  discussions  that  have  recently  relieved  the  political 
p,  Strife  of  the  newspapers  in  this  quarter,  one  has  been  on  the  rise  of 

the  water  in  the  upper  lakes — Michigan,  Huron,  and  Erie — and  on 
tiie  causes  of  this  phenomenon.  Of  the  fact  there  seems  no  doubt ; 
at  least  all  parties  to  the  controversy  admit  that  of  late  years  there 
has  been  a  sensible  increase  in  the  waters  of  these  lakes,  and  a 
ccmsequent  devation  of  their  surface,  though  the  statements  are 
not  sufficienfly  accurate  to  speak  with  confidence  as  to  the  exact 
extent  Among  the  various  theories  advanced  by  different  writers 
to  account  for  mis  increase,  the  following  has  the  greatest  novelty 
in  it,  and  receives  general  credit  here. 

^  <*  Rise  of  Water  in  the  Lakes. — A  new  idea  on  this  sulnect  has  been 

broached  by  a  writer  in  the  Rochester  Democrat,  founded  on  the  dis- 
coveries of  Dr.  Sherwood  in  magnetism.  According  to  the  theory  of 
Dr.  8.  (says  the  writer),  the  water  in  the  lakes  wiU  continue  to  rise  so 
long  as  the  magnetic  pole  is  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  which  traverses 
around  the  north  pole,  in  the  arctic  circle,  from  east  to  west,  maJdng  one 
revolution  in  6S6  years ;  consequently,  it  moves  at  the  rate  of  39  minutes 
96  seconds  annualljr,  which  in  this  latitude  is  about  34  geographic  miles. 
The  magnetic  pole  is  now  just  north  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  the  magnetic 
meridian  passes  through  the  county  of  Erie,  and  crosses  Lake  Eile 
somewhat  obliquely  from  south  to  north,  about  70  miles  west  of  this 
city.  It  will  require  about  Sye  years  to  reach  Detroit,  twelve  to  reach 
Lake  Michigan,  and  fifteen  to  reach  the  western  limit  of  Lake  Superior, 
'  during  the  whole  of  which  period  the  water  in  the  lakes  will  probahly 
continue  to  rise.  At  this  time  the  magnetic  pole  and  meridian  will  have 
oompleted  about  half  their  journey  over  the  western  hemisphere,  or  one 
quarter  of  their  revolution ;  after  this  they  approximate  to  the  Missis* 
mppi,  and  then  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  when  it  is  probable  that 
the  accumulating  waters,  snow,  and  rain,  that  obey  their  influence  and 
IbUow  their  tract,  will  find  a  different  outlet  and  vent  to  the  ocean,  viz., 
Inr  the  Mississippi,  Oregon,  Ac,  instead  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  after  wMch 
Ihe  waters  of  the  lake  will  begin  to  decrease." 

After  a  stay  of  about  ten  days  in  Buffalo,  we  prepared  to  leave 
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it  for  RodiMter;  but  on  the  morning  of  our  departore  we  were 
Tiflited  by  two  old  acquaintances  of  mine,  now  reading  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Buffido,  one  a  gentleman  whom  I  had  koown 
in  England  as  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  most  popular  academies  ^i 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  the  other,  Captain  Truscott,  of 
the  navy,  who  for  many  years  commancled  the  India  ship  (General 
Palmer,  from  London  to  Madras.  These  were  pleasant  rencounters 
at  so  distant  a  spot  from  home,  and  seemed  equally  agreeable  to  us 
alL 

We  found  it  most  convenient,  as  our  party  consisted  of  four,  to 
take  an  ^'  exclusive  extra,"  as  a  private  iiired  carriage  is  called,  to 
convey  ourselves  and  all  our  baggage,  which  gave  us  the  entire 
command  of  our  own  time  in  setting  out  and  arrivmg ;  and  as 
these  "  extras''  are  always  of  the  full  size  of  stage-coaches,  with 
seats  for  nine  inside,  we  rode  at  great  ease.  Yet,  though  we  had 
this  roomy  vehicle  and  four  good  horses,  which,  with  the  driver^ 
was  changed  every  eight  or  t^  miles,  the  expense  was  less  than  a 
postchaise  would  have  cost  in  England.  Our  distance  from  Buflbp 
10  to  Batavia  was  forty  miles,  for  which  we  paid  eighteen  dollars^ 
or  3/.  I2s.  sterling,  with  no  fees  to  coachman,  ostler,  or  turnpikes^ 
all  being  covered  by  the  sum  named ;  and  the  persons  and  bag* 
^ge  together  bdng  more  than  two  chiedses  would  have  heesi  wiU- 
mz  to  take  in  En^and,  each  one  of  which,  at  eighteen  pence  a 
mue  posting,  and  sixpence  for  postbovs,  ostlers,  and  turi^ilua, 
would  have  made  4/.  sterling.  We  haa,  moreover,  the  additional 
comfort  of  never  changing  the  coach  throughout  the  whole  dis* 
tance,  and  driving  four  horses  all  the  way.  The  roads  were,  for 
the  greater  part,  tolerably  good ;  but  one  piece  of  genuine  ccndu* 
roy  road,  aoout  a  mile  in  length,  composed  whoUy  of  logs,  or  trees 
with  the  bark  on,  laid  horizontally  across  the  road,  and  me  intersti* 
ces  loosely  filled  up  with  earth,  shook  us  terribly,  and  gave  us  some 
idea  of  the  misery  of  travellmg  for  any  length  of  time  on  such  a 
rou^h  and  jolting  way.  We  performed  the  distance  of  forty  miles 
in  SIX  hours ;  but  the  regular  stage-coach,  which  set  out  about  the 
same  time,  being  heavily  laden  with  nine  inside  passengers  and 
fheir  full  complement  of  baggage,  was  nme  hours  in  p^ormii^ 
the  same  journey* 

We  passed,  between  Bufialo  and  Batavia,  three  pleasant  and 
flourLdung  little  villages,  at  distances  of  eisht  or  ten  miles  apait, 
namely,  Williamsville,  Ransom's  G;ove,  and  Pembroke,  in  each  of 
which  was  a  good  inn,  and  a  population  of  from  500  to  1000  in- 
habitants each.  The  coimtry  was  in  many  places  only  just  cleared 
of  its  wood,  the  stumps  of  the  felled  trees  still  remainine  in  die 
ground,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  cleared  patches  rude  Tog-huts 
were  raised  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fint  settlers.  The  carts 
and  other  vehicles  that  we  met  on  the  way  were  all  much  lon^ 
and  narrower  than  those  used  in  England,  and  the  fore  and  hmd 
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wheels  much  more  distant  finom  each  other.  In  abnost  all  two 
horses  were  driven  abreast,  and  many  had  four  horses  in  two  pairs, 
but  few  being  driven  in  a  single  line  or  team.  The  use  of  the 
bufialo  skm,  with  its  thick,  shaggy  brown  fur,  as  the  covering  for 
the  seat  occupied  by  the  riders,  was  universal,  and  contributed  very 
much  to  give  the  whole  scene  a  wild  Indian  air,  when  seen  in  as- 
sociation vdth  dense  masses  of  thick  and  impenetrable  forests,  small 
patches  of  recently  cleared  land,  Ioe*huts,  and  stumps  of  trees  on 
fire,  with  their  trunks  lymg  along  and  still  encumbering  the  ground. 

At  Batavia  we  found  an  extremely  pretty  town,  with  an  arsenal 
and  powder  magazine  at  its  entrance,  and  a  number  of  beautiful 
villas  surrounded  by  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood.  Here,  as  every- 
where  else  throughout  the  inland  towns  of  America,  the  streets  are 
of  ample  width,  never  less  than  100  feet  and  often  150,  with  ex- 
cellent sidewalks  shaded  by  rows  of  full-foliaged  trees.  Several 
m>od  hotels  are  found  at  Batavia ;  the  one  at  which  we  dined  be- 
mg  as  clean,  airy,  and  well-furnished  as  any  we  had  seen  on  the 
road,  and  the  spacious  piazza  or  balcony  running  in  boat  of  the 
house  adding  comfort  to  beauty.  The  signs  of  the  hotels  and  inns 
are  not  so  varied  as  in  England  or  France ;  the  greater  number  are 
designated  chiefly  by  the  names  of  the  persons  keeping  them.  The 
dgns  are  rarely  affixed  to  the  houses,  or  embellished  with  any  pic- 
torial representation.  They  are  mostly  circular  or  oval  pieces  of 
wood,  placed  on  a  high  and  strong  wooden  pillar  at  some  distance 
in  front  of  the  house,  uke  a  large  target,  visible  from  a  considerable 
distance  on  the  road,  uniting  great  simpUcity,  strength,  and  distinct- 
ness. 

At  Batavia — ^which,  firom  its  appearance,  may  be  regarded  as  a 
very  prosperous  town,  and  contains  at  present  about  six  thousand 
inhabitants — we  took  the  railroad  to  Rochester,  the  distance  bemg 
thirty-two  miles,  the  time  occupied  two  hours,  and  the  fare  one 
dollar  and  a  quarter,  or  five  shilling  sterling  each. 

We  reached  Rochester  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  on 
Saturday,  the  26th  of  August ;  and,  at  the  place  of  the  railroad 
cars  stoppmg,  the  crowd  of  persons  attending  on  behalf  of  the  ho- 
tels, canal-packets,  stages,  and  railroads,  was  immense ;  at  least 
fifty  voices  were  beard  at  the  same  time  vociferating,  "  Eagle 
Tavern,"  "  Rochester  House,"  "  splendid  rooms,"  "  excellent  ta- 
ble," ^^  persons  and  baggage  conveyed  free  of  charge,"  and  similar 
temptations.  The  competition  is  intense,  and  each  hotel  sends  its 
own  coach  for  passengers,  and  cart  and  porters  for  baggage,  though 
sometimes,  in  the  confusion,  the  passenger  is  taken  to  one  house 
and  his  trunks  to  another,  when  he  is  sure  to  di^lease  one  party 
at  least  We  were  speedily  transferred  to  the  Eagle,  where  we 
found  comfortable  quarters  and  obliging  attendants;  and  here^ 
tiierefore,  we  took  up  our  abode. 
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CHAPTER  XOC 

Jink  Settlement  of  Rochester.— Conteet  with  wild  Bean.— Pnrchaee  of  Indian  Land. 
—Death  and  Character  of  the  original  Founder. — Last  Pasan  Sacrifice  of  the  In- 
diana.—  Striking  Repemblance  to  the.  Scapegoat  of  the  Jews.  — Firat  Chriatian 
Church. — Inconoratioa  aa  a  City.— Education,  Sunday-schoola.— Temperance  Soci 
eties.— Plan  of  Rochester.— Streets  and  Boildinn.— Staple  Trade,  Wheat  and  Floor. 
—Extent  of  Water-power.— Genesee,  or  the  Pleasant  Valley.— Poetical  BeauU  of 
Indian  Names.— Falls  of  the  Oenesee.- West  and  Catlin.— Fatal  Leap  from  the  Falls 
by  an  American.— Oreat  Flood. — Carpet  Manufactory,  Paper-mills,  Pianos.— Edge- 
tools,  Iron-works,  and  Machinery.— Cabinet-making,  Cooperage.— Impohcy  and  Ef- 
fect of  the  British  Corn-laws.— Recent  Introdoctioo  of  Silk.— Soil  and  t^fodoctione 
of  the  Genesee  Valley.— Institutions  of  Religion,  Benevolence,  and  Literature.— Com- 
parison with  Towns  of  the  same  Site  in  Bntain.— Erie  CanaL— Difficulties  attending 
this  Work.— ProspectiTO  Views  of  General  Washington. — Opiniooa  of  Ctoavenieor 
Morris. — Ceremony  of  opening  the  Canal  at  Rochester.— Love  of  Display  in  Public 
Celebrations  in  America.— Extent  of  Inland  Navigation. 

Wb  remained  in  Rochester  for  ten  days,  comfortably  accommo- 
dated at  the  Eagle  Hotel ;  and  my  course  of  Lectures  on  Egypt 
having  been  veiy  numerously  attended  in  the  Bethd  iVee  Church, 
in- which  they  were  deliveral,  I  was  soon  brought  in  communica- 
tion with  the  principal  residents  of  the  dty,  and  our  stay  was  ren- 
dered agreeable  by  their  personal  kmdness  and  attention.'  Among 
ttiese  individuals  were  several  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  dty,  its 
first  mayor,  Mr.  Child,  and  its  best  historian,  Mr.  Henir  O'ReiQy, 
the  present  postinaster  of  Rochester,  who  has  produced,  firom  the 
most  authentic  sources,  chiefly  living  witnesses,  an  excellent  vol- 
ume, published  in  the  present  year,  1838,  entitled  ^  Settlement  in 
the  West,  or  Sketches  of  Rochester,  with  Incidental  Notices  of  the 
State  of  New-York." 

In  the  various  excursions  which  we  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
city,  as  well  as  in  the  examination  of  all  that  was  curious  or  inter- 
esting within  the  city  itself,  I  was  greatly  assisted  by  the  courtesy 
and  experience  of  the  individuals  named ;  and  from  the  oral  in- 
formation thus  obtained,  the  documentary  evidence  in  the  produc- 
tion named  above,  and  my  own  personal  observation,  I  was  ena- 
bled to  prepare  the  followine  account  of  the  history  and  statistics 
of  Rochester,  as  well  as  a  description  of  its  present  appearance 
and  condition,  under  circumstances  the  most  favourable  tiiat  coold 
be  desired  for  ensuring  fulness  and  fidelity  combined. 

The  spot  where  Rochester  now  stands  was  in  1806  a  com- 
pletely uncleared  and  untrodden  forest,  and  in  its  neighbourhood 
were  two  small  settlements,  called  Pittsford  and  Pemnton,  each 
containing  only  a  few  pioneer  families,  who  had  penetrated  thus 
far,  and  literally  cut  their  way  through  the  wilderness.  The  River 
Genesee,  at  the  point  on  which  the  present  bridge  of  Rochester  is 
built,  appearing  to  these  settiers  to  offer  a  favourable  qiot  for  the 
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erection  of  a  bridge — the  nearest  brid^  then  across  the  stream  be- 
ing at  Avon,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  to  the  south — the  settlen 
in  these  two  hamlets  joined  in  petitioning  the  State  Legislatm^  of 
New- York,  then  sitting  at  Albany,  for  an  act  to  authorize  its  con- 
Btruction.  Thb  measure  was,  however,  strongly  opposed  by  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Legislature,  one  of  whom  used  the  following 
language  as  descriptive  of  the  spot  i  "  It  is,"  said  he,  "  a  God- 
forsaken place,  inhabited  by  muskrats,  visited  only  by  straggling 
trappers,  through  which  neither  man  nor  beast  could  gallop  with- 
out fear  of  starvation  or  fever  and  ague ;"  and,  although  the  act 
WBB  ultimately  passed,  it  continued  to  be  reprobated  l^  many  as 
an  extravagant  waste  of  the  public  money  to  erect  a  bridge  in 
■uch  an  **  outlandish  and  unfrequented  spot." 


In  1812  there  were  two  wooden  frame  buildings  only  on  the 
spot,  each  consisting  of  a  single  room,  the  one  occupied  by  Mr. 
Isaac  Stone,  and  the  other  by  his  relative,  Mr.  £ncs  Stone,  one  of 
vhicfa  is  still  existing,  in  its  original  state,  in  Che  heart  of  the  pres- 
ent town.  At  this  period  but  a  small  patch  of  land  vas  cleared 
around  each  of  these  humble  dwellings ;  and  a  few  acres  of  In- 
dian com,  planted  among  the  stumps  of  the  recently-felled  trees, 
was  all  the  crop  they  could  yet  command.  This  was,  however,  so 
exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  wild  bears,  that  the  utmost  vig- 
ilance on  the  part  of  the  planters  was  necessary  to  save  their  com ; 
and  a  furious  contest  took  place  between  Eoos  Stone  and  one  of 
the  largest  she-bears  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  which,  after  innumerable  difficulties  of  burning  out  and 
moking  from  tree  to  tree,  he  at  length  succeeded  in  shooting ;  and 
her  Aaggy  sldn  was  for  a  long  wbue  preserved  as  the  trophy  of 
his  victory. 

The  fint  allotment  of  land  for  btnlding  a  village  waa  made  in 
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1812,  on  the  tract  which  was  purchased  by  Phelps  and  Qorham 
for  a  "  timber  yard"  to  supply  the  saw-mill  they  proposed  to  erect 
on  the  river  here ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  persuaded  the  Indians 
to  assign  them  a  territory  24  miles  long  by  12  broad  along  the 
banks  of  the  Genesee,  from  this  spot  to  the  Lake  Ontario !  This 
^  millyard,"  as  it  was  also  called,  had  passed  from  the  original  ' 

Chasers  into  the  possession  of  Sir  Wilham  Pultenev,  an  English 
net,  from  whom  it  was  purchased  in  1802  at  17  dls.  50  cts.,or 
about  3/.  10i.,per  acre  for  the  fee  simple,  by  three  individuals,  Na-  • 
thaniel  Rochester,  Charles  H.  Carroll,  and  William  Fitzhugh. 
These  were  the  founders  of  the  hamlet  of  Rochester;  and  the  nrst 
of  these  purchasers,  after  whom  the  place  was  named,  lived  to  see 
it  grow  to  a  large  and  flourishing  city,  as  his  death  occurred  only 
jiteven  years  ago,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1831,  when,  such  was  the 
veneration  mi  respect  entertained  for  his  character,  and  such  the 
xe^et  felt  for  his  loss,  that  aU  the  public  bodies  of  Rochester  uni- 
ted in  demonstrations  of  esteem  and  sorrow.  The  courts  of  law 
suspended  their  sittings  to  attend  his  frmeral ;  the  city  corporation 
followed  their  example ;  and  the  clergy,  the  army,  and  ihe  citizens 
at  large,  all  attended  his  remsuns  to  the  erave ;  and  his  bic^apher 
closes  the  affecting  narrative  of  his  deaUi,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty,  by  saying,  '^  The  good  old  man  has  gone  fit)m  among  us ! 
Long  will  his  survivers  cherish  the  remembrance  of  the  venerable 
form,  the  silvered  locks,  and  easy  di^ty,  of  the  patriarcL  Long 
may  we  cherish  the  example  of  his  simplicity,  integrity,  di^terest- 
edness,  and  faith !  Filial  affection  may  build  for  him  the  marble 
tomb,  public  gratitude  may  grave  the  recorded  eulogy — ^but  they  are 
not  needed.  He  has  erected  his  own  monument,  splendid 'and  en- 
during ;  it  is  sculptured  by  his  ovm  hand,  and  we  have  only  to  re- 
ply to  him  who  asks  us  in  what  shrine  it  is  set  up,  in  the  ^mple 
and  majestic  epitaph  of  England's  proudest  temple  (the  inscription 
over  the  tomb  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren  in  his  own  noble  ecufice, 
the  Cathedral  of  St  Paul's  in  London),  *  Si  qujeris  Monuii£NTUm 

— CIRCUMSnCE.'  *' 

In  1813,  the  native  Indians  of  the  Seneca  tribe  were  still  en- 
camped here,  and  in  that  year  some  of  their  pagan  ceremonies  were 
performed  for  the  last  time,  though  similar  ceremonies  continue  to 
oe  observed  by  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buffalo  to  the  present 
day.  The  Indians  of  this  tribe  have  five  feasts  annually,  at  which 
they  return  thanks  to  Nauw^new,  ot  the  Great  Spirit,  for  his 
blessings,  and  pray  him  to  spare  his  wrath.  At  these  festivals 
also  the  chie&  hold  their  councils,  and  urge  on  the  people  the 
duty  of  so  conducting  themselves  as  to  ensure  the  favour  of  the 
Great  Spirit  in  peace  and  in  war.  Their  first  festival  is  after 
planting,  and  the  others  at  succes^ve  periods  of  ripening,  gather- 
ing, and  the  close  of  the  year.  The  following  is  the  narrative  of 
one  of  these  pagan  festivals,  giv»  in  detail  in  Sir.  O'Reilly's  inter* 


10t  STATB  OF  VBW-TOBE. 

estinff  work  already  referred  to.    Speaking  of  the  Indian  festiyal 
which  occurs  at  die  close  of  the  year,he  says: 

**  The  latter  ceremonial  was  performed  for  the  last  time  in  Rochester 
in  January,  1813.  The  concluding  rites  were  seen  by  some  of  the  few 
persons  then  settled  in '  these  parts.'  From  Mr.  Edwin  Scranton,  now 
a  merchant  of  the  city,  wiio  was  among  the  spectators,  we  have  had  an 
account  of  theiperemonial,  as  far  as  he  beheld  it,  which  corresponds  with 
the  accounts  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  long  a  missionary  among 
the  Six  Nations,  and  by  the  '  White  Woman,'  that  remarkable  associate 
of  the  Senecas. 

**  The  latter  personage  related,  that  when  the  Indians  returned  from 
hunting,  ten  or  twenty  of  their  number  were  appointed  to  superintend 
the  great '  sacrifice  and  thanksgiving.'  Preparations  were  made  at  the 
council-house,  or  other  place  of  meeting,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
tiibe  during  the  ceremonial.  Nine  days  was  the  period,  and  two  white 
dogs  the  number  and  kind  of  animals  formerly  required  for  the  festival ; 
though  in  these  latter  days  of  reform  and  retrenchment  (for  the  prevail* 
ing  spirit  had  reached  even  the  wigwams  and  the  altars  of  the  Senecas), 
the  time  has  been  curtailed  to  seven  or  five  dasrs,  and  a  single  dog  was 
made  the  scapegoat  to  bear  away  the  sins  of  the  tribe !  Two  dogs,  as 
nearly  white  as  could  be  procured,  were  usually  selected  from  thoM  be* 
longing  to  the  tribe,  and  were  carefully  killed  at  the  door  of  the  counciif> 
hoiuie  by  means  of  strangulation ;  for  a  wound  on  the  animal,  or  an 
effusion  of  blood,  would  spoil  the  victim  for  the  saorificial  purpose.  The 
dogs  were  Uien  fantastically  painted  with  various  colours,  decorated 
with  feathers,  and  suspended  about  twenty  feet  high  at  the  councU-hoittey 
or  near  the  centre  of  the  camp. 

''  The  ceremonial  is  then  commenced,  and  the  five,  seven,  or  nine  days 
of  its  continuance  are  marked  by  feasting  and  dancing,  as  well  as  by 
sacrifice  and  consultation.  Two  select  bands,  one  of  men  and  another 
of  women,  ornamented  with  trinkets  and  feathers,  and  each  person  tat" 
nished  wiUi  an  ear  of  com  in  the  right  hand,  dance  in  a  circle  around  the 
council  fire  which  is  kindled  for  the  occasion,  and  regulate  their  steps 
by  rude  music.  Hence  they  proceed  to  every  wigwam  in  the  camp^ 
and  in  like  maimer  dance  in  a  circle  around  each  fire. 

^  Afterward,  on  another  day,  several  men  clothe  themselves  in  the 
skins  of  wild  beasts,  cover  their  faces  with  hideous  masks,  and  their 
hands  with  the  shell  of  the  tortoise,  and  in  this  garb  they  go  among  the 
wigwams,  making  horrid  noises,  taking  the  fuel  from  the  fire,  and  scat> 
tenng  the  embers  and  ashes  about  Uie  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  driving 
away  evil  spirits.  The  persons  performing  these  operations  are  sup- 
posed not  only  to  drive  off  the  evil  spirit,  but  to  concentrate  within  them- 
selves aU  the  sins  of  their  tribe.  These  sins  are  afterward  all  transfbsed 
into  one  of  their  own  number,  who,  by  some  magical  dexterity  or  sleight> 
of-hand,  works  off  from  himself  into  the  dogs  the  concentrated  widied- 
ness  of  the  tribe ! 

^  The  scapegoat  dogs  are  then  placed  on  a  pile  of  wood,  to  which  fire 
is  applied,  whue  the  surrounding  crowd  throw  tobacco  or  other  incense 
upon  the  flame,  the  scent  of  \;^hich  is  deemed  to  co-operate  with  the 
sacrifice  of  the  animals  in  conciliating  the  favour  of  Nauwanew,  or  the 
Great  Spirit    When  the  dogs  are  partly  consumed,  one  is  taken  off,  and 

Sut  into  a  large  kettle  with  vegetables  of  various  kinds,  and  ail  around 
evour  the  contents  of  the  '  reeking  caldron.'  Alter  this  the  Indians 
perform  the  dances  of  vrar  and  peace,  and  smoke  die  calumet :  then, 
me  from  wickedness,  they  repair  to  their  respective  places  of  abode, 
pcepared  fiur  the  events  of  ue  new  year." 
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'Whether  this  will  remind  the  reader  of  the  Jewish  ceremony  of 
placing  the  sins  of  the  people  on  the  head  of  the  scapegoat,  and 
leading  him  away  into  the  wilderness,  as  described  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment (Leviticus,  chap,  xvi.,  20  to  22),  I  know  not ;  but  after  the 
many  striking  resemblances  shown  in  a  previous  chapter  between 
the  Indians  and  the  early  Jews,  this  impression  struck  me  very  for- 
cibly. On  the  same  spot,  however,  on  which  these  pagan  rites 
were  performed  in  1813,  there  are  not  less  than  28  Christian  church- 
es and  20,000  Christian  worshippers  in  1838.  Such  is  the  con- 
trast produced  in  the  short  space  of  25  years ! 

It  was  in  1815  that  the  first  Christian  church  was  formed  iii 
Rochester,  and  its  whole  body  consisted  of  16  members,  who  had 
to  be  drawn  together  from  places  many  miles  apart,  while  there 
was  no  other  Christian  congregation  for  worship  at  that  time  with- 
in 400  square  miles  of  this  spot. 

From  this  period  a  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  settlers 
took  place  at  Rochester;  and  these  bein^  principally  men  from 
New-England,  brought  with  them  not  only  the  hardy  enterprise 
and  industrious  habits  for  which  they  have  always  been  famed,  but^ 
what  was  still  more  valuable,  those  principles  of  morality  and  re- 
ligion which  constitute  the  most  striking  features  of  the  New-Eng- 
land character.  Under  their  auspices  Rochester  gradually  rose 
from  a  hamlet  to  a  village,  and  soon  expanded  from  a  village  into 
a  city.  In  1818  its  population  was  331.  In  1820  it  was  1500. 
In  1825  it  reached  to  4274.  In  1830  the  state  census  gave  10,836. 
In  1835  it  was  nearly  15,000 ;  and  at  present,  in  the  middle  of 
1838,  it  numbers  more  than  20,000. 

It  was  not  until  1834  that  Rochester  became  a  chartered  city ; 
and  its  first  mayor  was  Mr.  Jonathan  Child,  a  gentleman  still  resi- 
ding here,  and  universally  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens.  The 
following  short  extract  from  his  inaugural  address  is  perhaps  with- 
out a  parallel  as  to  the  fact  it  records,  of  the  first  hewers  of  the 
forest  atting  at  the  council-board  of  a  city  reared  on  the  same  spot. 

"  The  rapid  progress  which  our  place  has  made,  from  a  wilderness  to 
an  incorporated  city,"  said  the  mavor, ''  authorizes  each  of  our  citizens 
proudly  to  reflect  upon  the  agency  he  has  had  in  bringing  about  this  great 
and  interesting  change.  Rochester,  we  all  know,  has  had  litttle  aid  in 
its  permanent  improvement  from  foreign  parts.  It  has  been  settled  and 
built,  for  the  most  part,  by  mechanics  and  merchants,  whose  capital  was 
economy,  industry,  and  perseverance.  It  is  their  labour  and  skill  whidi 
has  converted  a  wilderness  into  a  city ;  and  to  them  surely  this  must  be 
a  day  of  pride  and  joy.  They  have  founded  and  reared  a  city  before 
they  have  passed  the  meridian  of  life.  In  other  countries  and  times, 
the  city  of  Rochester  would  have  been  the  result  of  the  labour  and  ac- 
cumulation of  successive  generations ;  but  the  men  who  felled  the  forest 
that  grew  on  the  spot  where  we  are  assembled,  are  sitting  at  the  council- 
board  of  our  city.  Well  then  may  we  indulge  an  honest  pride  as  we 
look  back  upon  our  history,  and  let  the  review  elevate  our  hopes  and 
animate  our  exertions.  Together  we  have  struggled  through  the  hard- 
flh^  of  an  infant  settlemeDt  and  the  embarrassments  of  straitened  cir- 
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eumstances,  and  together  let  us  rejoice  and  be  happy  in  the  glorioiis 
reward  that  has  crowned  our  labours.'* 

In  the  following  year,  1835,  General  (3ouId  was  chosen  as  the 
successor  of  Mr.  ChiM ;  and  at  the  close  of  his  mayoralty  a  state- 
ment was  made,  which  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the  character 
of  the  city  and  its  mhabitants.  After  referring  to  the  great  im- 
provement hnd  general  prosperity  of  Rochester,  the  mayor  said : 

.  *'  Our  city  has  also  been  remarkably  distinguished  for  peace  and  good 
order,  and  happily  delivered  from  the  fire  that  devours  the  property,  and 
from  the  pestilence  that  destroys  the  lives,  of  our  citizens.  During  the 
period  of  my  office,  nearly  two  years,  I  wish  it  to  be  remembered  as  a 
most  extraordinary,  and  to  me  most  gratifying  fact,  that,  with  a  popula- 
tion averaging  16,000, 1  have  never  been  called  upon  to  interfere,  nor 
has  there  ever  been  occasion  to  do  so,  for  the  suppression  of  riot,  mob, 
tumult,  or  even  an  ordiuary  case  of  assault.  This  fact  speaks  a  most 
gratifying  eulogy  for  our  civil  and  religious  institutions,  and  for  the  in- 
telligence and  morality  of  the  community  in  which  we  live.** 

This  fact  is  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  answer  that  can  be 
given  to  those  who  demand  to  know  whether  it  is  not  the  democracy 
of  the  American  institutions  which  leads  to  all  the  mobs  and  riots 
that  occur  in  the  United  States.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  chiefly  in 
the  aristocratic  states  of  the  South  and  West,  where  the  white  race 
bold  the  black  in  slavery,  that  mobs  and  riots  most  frequently  oc- 
cur. Even  when  th^  happen  in  the  North  and  East,  they  are 
chiefly  stimulated  bv  the  discussion  of  the  jgreat  question  of  slavery 
or  freedom,  when  those  opposed  to  abolition,  and  not  those  in  fia- 
vour  of  it,  take  the  lead  in  such  riots,  with  a  view  to  put  down  all 
freedom  of  discussion,  and  chain  the  tongues  of  the  whites  as  well 
manacle  the  limbs  of  the  blacks.  It  is  therefore  the  Aristocratic, 
and  not  the  Democratic,  party  that  originate  most  of  these  outrages, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  abolition  riots  of  New-York  and  Boston,  and 
the  still  more  recent  burning  down  of  the  Penn^lvania  Hall  at 
Philadelphia.  Here,  at  Rochester,  where  no  riot  ot  this  description 
has  ever  yet  been  known,  the  general  equality  of  condition  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  prevaifing  state  of  opinion,  is  as  democratic 
as  can  well  be  imagined,  and  far  more  so  than  in  either  of  the 
places  named ;  yet  this  democracy  leads  to  no  disturbance  of  the 
public  order,  because  no  one  class  arrogates  to  itself  the  right  to 
suppress  by  force  the  freest  expression  of  opinion  by  any  other 
diss,  the  attempt  to  do  which,  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  is 
the  cause  of  nearly  all  the  riots,  burnings,  and  assassinations  that 
occur :  so  that  the  perfect  compatibility  of  good  order  and  demo- 
cratic principles  is  here  triumphantly  establi^ied. 

Other  striking  benefits,  which  are  the  result  of  the  democratic 
principles  and  practices  that  prevail  here,  where  all  men  have  a< 
voice  in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  and  where  the  will  of 
the  majority,  legitimately  expressed,  forms  the  acts  of  legislation, 
and  superiiUeDds  the  due  execution  of  the  law,  deserve  to  be  enu- 
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menited.  Among  tbem  are  these :  First,  the  universal  encourage* 
nient  of  education,  there  being,  in  addition  to  several  excellent 
seminaries  for  the  children  of  the  more  wealthy,  no  less  than  2554 
who  regularly  attend  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  different  congrega« 
tions,  superintended  by  508  Sunday-school  teachers.  Secondly, 
the  absence  of  all  theatres,  circuses,  and  similar  places  of  dissipated 
entertainment,  which  have  never  yet,  though  often  attempted,  been 
able  to  take  root  here.  And,  thirdly,  the  great  progress  of  the 
temperance  reformation,  some  details  of  which  deserve  to  be  given, 
as  interesting  to  the  friends  of  humanity  in  general 

''  The  first  public  resolutions  ever  adopted  on  the  principle  of  total  ah- 
stinence  were  passed  by  the  Ontario  Presbytery  in  August,  1827,  but  not 
without  opposition,  or  without  some  claiming  the  liberty  to  '  treat  their 
friends  politely.*  In  October  of  that  year,  5000  copies  of  Kittredge's 
First  Temperance  Address  were  printed  at  Canandaigua,  about  1000 
copies  of  which  were  distributed  in  and  around  Rochester.  This  was 
followed  by  a  reprint  of  two  editions,  of  10,000  copies  each,  in  the  spring 
of  1828,  in  Rochester,  the  expense  of  which  was  ciefrayed  by  a  few  indi* 
viduals,  and  these  were  sent  in  every  direction,  by  mail,  to  ^vernors, 
legislators,  magistrates,  and  public  institutions,  and  to  distinguished  per«> 
sons  in  all  parts  of  the  land.  These  efforts  are  supposed  to  have  been 
among  the  very  earliest  and  most  powerful  causes  in  waking  up  the  atten* 
tion  of  this  nation  to  the  horrid  evils  of  intemperance. 

'*  The  first  public  temperance  meeting  in  Rochester  was  held,  and  a 
society  formed,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1828.  From  this  time  the  cause 
rapidly  progressed,  till  public  sentiment  became  strongly  turned  against 
that  practice  which  makes  beasts  of  men,  and  taxes  their  fellow-citizens 
for  their  support,  seeing  that  our  prisons  and  poorhouses  are  chiefly 
tenanted  through  the  agency  of  grog-shops. 

*'  It  might  aUo  be  noticed  as  an  incident  worthy  of  record,  that  Dr. 
Joseph  Penney,  for  eleven  years  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Rochester,  when  called  by  ill  health  and  family  affairs  to  Europe,  was 
the  first  to  proclaim  the  true  temperance  principle  in  Ireland;  ani/l 
through  his  instrumentality  the  first  efforts  of  a  public  nature  were  then 
commenced  in  that  kingdom.*' 

The  inhabitants  of  Rochester,  in  consequence  of  the  light  thus 
obtained,  are  now  almost  unanimously  of  opinion  that  legislative 
measures  stiould  be  taken  to  restrain  the  trafEc  in  ardent  spirits; 
and  petitions  have  been  numerously  signed,  praying  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New- York  to  follow  the  noble  example  set  by  the 
State  Legislatures  of  Tennessee  and  Massachusetts,  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  spirits  in  small  quantities,  and  thus  to  put  an  end  to  grog- 
shops and  places  for  the  retail  of  the  destructive  and  demorauzinff 
poison  entirely.  May  their  benevolent  efforts  be  crowned  with 
success ! 

The  plan  of  Rochester  is  not  so  regular  as  its  recent  origin  and 
admirable  situation  would  have  led  one  to  expect  It  is  seated 
along  the  banks  of  the  Genesee  River,  which  runs  nearly  from 
south  to  north  in  a  slightly  winding  line  through  the  town,  being 
crossed  by  several  bridges,  and  by  a  fine  stone  aqueduct  on  arches, 
conveying,  above  and  across  the  river,  the  great  trunk  of  the  Eri^ 
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Canal.  The  greatest  length  of  tbe  dty  from  north  to  south  u 
about  three  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  east  to  west  about 
two  miles.  The  streets  are  spacious  in  breadth,  vaiying  from 
sixty  to  eighty  feet,  well  paved  in  tbe  centre  and  at  the  sides,  and 
several  good  public  squares  are  enclosed.  The  hotels,  stores,  dwell- 
ings, offices,  and  other  buildings  have  a  more  solid  and  Eutetantial 
air  Uian  in  most  of  tbe  new  towns,  being  built  of  stone  and  briclc 
more  frequently  than  of  wood.    Tbe  churches  are  in  general  band- 


'some  structures,  and  the  whole  aspect  of  the  place  is  that  of  one  in 
which  all  that  has  been  done  is  well  done.     It  will  thus  form  an 
excellent  nucleus  for  the  accumulation  around  it  of  the  materials  of 
/*  «eat  future  city. 

The  staple  business  of  Rochester  is  the  com  and  flour  trade,  all 
tbe  surrounding  country  being  productive  of  the  best  wheat  grown 
in  the  United  States,  and  tbe  water-power  furnished  by  the  lalls  of 
the  Genesee  River  being  capable  of  turning  as  many  mills  as  can 
be  erected  on  ils  banks.  This  water-power  al  the  city  of  Roches- 
ter alone  was  estimated  in  1825  to  be  about  20,000  cubic  feet  per 
minute,  or  equal  to  2000  steam-engines  of  twenty  horse-power 
each,  and  of  the  annual  value  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  But,  when 
these  calculations  were  made,  the  village  of  Rochester  did  not  con- 
tain within  its  limits  more  than  half  the  amount  of  water-fall  which 
is  now  comprised  within  the  more  extended  boundary  of  tbe  city. 
Accordingly,  on  this  accotmt  alone,  the  force  and  value  of  the 
water-power  have  been  doubled.  Add  to  this  fact  that,  by  a  more 
ikilful  direction  of  this  power,  it  is  made  in  some  of  the  higher  falls 
to  be  used  over  and  over  again,  to  the  extent,  in  some  cases,  of 
four  times  in  one  descent,  and  it  may  be  fairly  assumed  that  tbe 
annual  value  of  the  water-power  capable  of  being  brought  into 
operation  for  the  Worlfing  of  mills  in  the  City  of  Rochester  alone 
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b  equal  to  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  there  being  a  series  of 
descents,  making  in  the  whole  200  feet  of  fall  within  the  city  lim- 
its, while  beyond  those  limits^  along  the  whole  valley  of  the  Gen- 
esee, it  is  incalculable* 

"  This  name,  as  expressive  as  is  the  generality  of  Indian  designations, 
is  indicative  of  the  characteristics  of  the  country  through  which  the 
river  flows.  The  word  Genesee  signifies  Pleasant  Valley.  Few  rivers 
of  equal  extent  have  scenery  more  picturesque ;  there  are  none  with 
banks  more  fertile.  From  its  rise  in  Pennsylvania  till  it  mingles  its 
waters  with  Lake  Ontario,  near  the  city  of  Rochester,  the  shores  of  the 
Genesee  present  a  succession  of  beauties,  such  as  in  other  lands  would 
attract  crowds  of  admiring  travellers.* 

"  The  source  is  not  less  remarkable  than  the  course  of  the  Genesee. 
The  table-land  in  which  it  originates  is  about  1700  feet  above  the  Atlan- 
tic level,  and  furnishes,  within  a  space  of  six  miles  square,  streams  whici^ 
flow  towards  the  ocean  in  opposite  directions — through  the  St.  Lawrencj^ 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  bold  and  romantic 
features  of  its  shores  are  strikingly  exemplified  in  a  brief  portion  of  its 
course  through  Alleghany  county  m  the  State  of  New-Yorx.  Within  a 
couple  of  miles  the  river  is  precipitated  upward  of  three  hundred  feet. 
This  great  descent  embraces  three  perpendicular  pitches — ^the  Falls  of 
Nunda,  presenting  much  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful — the  ravine  worn 
through  the  rock  by  the  river  (leaving  perpendicular  banks  of  from  two 
to  four  hundred  feet  high)  bemg  scarcely  less  wonderful  than  the  cata- 
racts of  the  stream. 

"  Descending  fVom  the  high  lands  of  Alleghany,  and  emerging  from 
between  rocky  banks  of  great  height,  the  Genesee  courses  through  a 
region  of  opposite  character ;  a  region  unsurpassed  in  fertility,  and  re- 
plete with  charms  rivalling  those  with  which  poetry  has  invested  the 
flowery  meadows  of  Old  England.  Rarely  does  the  eye  rest  upon  a 
lovelier  scene  than  the  valley  of  this  stream  presents  from  the  villages 
of  Genesee  or  Mount  Morris,  which  are  built  on  declivities  on  either  side 
of  the  flats.  Here  are  the  beauties  of  nature  most  harmoniously  blended 
with  the  elements  of  agricultural  wealth.  At  this  portion  of  the  Valley 
of  the  Genesee  the  prospect  is  bounde4  by  the  swelling  uplands  on 
either  side,  and  the  Alleghany  hills  in  til  southern  distance.  Had  the 
Indians,  who  first  gave  this  name  to  the  valley,  beheld  the  flocks  and 
herds  that  now  enliven  its  landscape,  and  the  busy  towns,  with  spires 
overlooking  it  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  the  boats  transporting  its 
superabundant  wealth  down  its  winding  stream,  and  the  scenes  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  felicity  to  which  it  contributes  in  the  homes  of  its 
present  enlightened  occupants ;  and  had  they  been  able  to  appreciate  all 
this,  they  would  have  contrived  the  longest  superlative  which  their  lan- 
guage could  furnish  to  give  it  a  name.** 

The  beautiful  sceneij  of  this  valley  and  its  Falls  has  tempted 
many  artists  to  transmit  to  the  canvass  some  of  its  more  striking 
features. 

A  son  of  the  celebrated  Benjamin  West,  named  Raphael,  came 

*  Perhaps  no  more  striking  instance  can  be  fiven  of  the  beauty  of  Indian  names  than 
that  of  a  small  bay  on  Lake  Ontario,  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  a  few  miles  only  from  Kochester.  It  is  called  Teo-rontOt  which  literally 
means,  "  The  place  where  the  waves  breathe  and  expire,**  as  they  are  first  born  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  beach,  and  then,  after  breathing  in  two  or  three  curlmg  elevations,  they 
bna^  apOQ  Um  beach  and  die ! 
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out  from  London  to  visit  the  hod  of  his  father,  and,  though  he  did 
not  remain  long  in  the  country,  bis  London  wife  being  homesick, 
and  longing  for  the  dingy  atmosphere  of  Newman-street,  which 
she  preferred  to  the  splendid  forests  and  bright  skies  of  Ameiica, 
yet  he  carrinl  home  with  him  some  beautiful  views  of  the  scenery 
of  this  valley.  Mr.  Catlin,  too,  a  brolher  of  the  celebrated  artist 
vho  spent  go  many  years  amon?  the  Indians  of  the  West,  and  who 
has  formed  so  interesting  a  collection  of  their  portraits,  dresses, 
arms,  &c.,  visited  the  Falls  of  the  Genesee  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king drawings  of  it ;  but,  venturing  into  a  precipitous  and  difficult 
part  of  the  rocks  to  get  a  more  picturesque  view,  he  was  unfortu- 
nately drowned  in  the  stream. 

The  Falls  are  undoubtedly  very  beautiful,  both  the  middle  and 
the  lower.  The  first  of  these  is  nearly  in  the  town,  and  the  other 
about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  it,  while  the  upper  Falls  are  about 
forty  miles  south  of  Rochester;  but  these  we  did  not  see.  The 
height  of  the  middle  Falls  is  96  feet  perpendicular,  and  of  the 
lower  Falls  25  to  the  first  leap,  and  88  below  it,  the  river  being 
at  both  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  across.  It  was  from  the  Sist  of  ' 
ibese  that  the  well-known  Sam  Patch  made  his  fatal  leap,  and 
perished,  the  victim  of  his  own  folly.  It  is  remarkable,  however, 
that  a  fall  from  this  great  height  is  not  always  fatal,  as  the  follow- 
ing  incident,  cut  out  of  a  Rochester  paper  during  our  stay  there, 
■will  testify: 

"Sam  Patch  outdohk. — On  Tuesday  last,  about  two  miles  below  the 
•teamboal  landiug  on  the  Genesee  Kiver,  a  horee,  attached  to  a  cart 
loaded  with  wood,  was  precipitated  [rom  the  bank,  cart  and  all,  lo  the 
water's  edge  below,  a  distance  of  75  feet,  nearly  perpendicular;  when, 
after  adjusting  himself,  he  commenced  browsing  upon  the  shrubbery, 
without  having  received  the  least  apparent  injury." 

The  great  defect  under  which  both  these  Falls  Ubcnv  at  present 


V 


RIVER  TLOODS. — ^MANUFACTURES.  199 

is  the  want  of  that  fulness  of  volume  which  gives  so  much  gran- 
deur to  Niagara.  Here,  at  Rochester,  the  vast  quantity  of  water 
drawn  off  in  different  directions,  for  the  use  of  various  mills,  has  so 
diminished  the  depth  of  the  stream  that  it  falls  over  the  perpendic- 
ular precipice  of  rock  like  a  thin  gauze  veil ;  and  a  contrarv  wind, 
if  blowing  strongly,  is  sufficient  to  force  it  inward  against  the  rock 
in  a  counter-curve  to  that  of  the  bold  projecting  flow  of  Niagara's 
outward  bend.  To  see  these  Falls  under  a  full  supply  of  water 
would  be  second  only  to  Niagara,  I  think,  for  grandeur  and  beau- 
ty ;  and  that  such  occasions  now  and  then  happen,  may  be  assu- 
med from  the  following  statement  as  to  the  floods  to  which  this 
river  is  occasionally  subject : 

"  The  greatest  flood  ever  known  in  the  Genesee  River  occurred  ^ 
the  fall  of  1835.  Nothing  equal  to  it  has  happened  within  the  kno^t^ 
edge  of  the  earliest  settlers  m  Rochester  and  its  vicinity.  Although  it 
was  unprecedented,  it  may  find  frequent  parallels ;  for  as  the  country 
becomes  better  cleared,  the  water  ^from  the  rain  or  thawing  snow)  wiU 
more  suddenly  find  its  way  to  the  r^er  than  could  be  the  case  from  wild 
land.  The  influence  exercised  oAhe  character  of  many  streams  by 
the  improvement  of  the  country  is  a  subject  worthy  of  attention.  The 
greatness  of  the  flood  of  1835  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the 
quantity  of  water  which  then  passed  was  estimated  at  two  millions  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  cubic  feet  per  minute !  Imagination 
may  picture  better  than  pen  can  describe  the  foaming  and  roaring  of 
such  a  mighty  flood,  rushing  over  rapids  and  falls,  forming  at  Rochester 
a  descent  about  100  feet  higher  than  the  perpendicular  pitch  of  Niagara.^ 

In  addition  to  the  extensive  trade  carried  on  in  wheat  and  flour^ 
there  are  many  other  branches  of  industry  in  a  highly  flourishing 
condition  at  Hochester.  Among  these  the  carpet  manufacture 
ranks  high.  Scotch  weavers  and  dyers  have  been  carefully  sought 
out,  and  brought  here  to  conduct  this  manufacture ;  and  already 
carpets,  quite  equal  in  quality  and  palkrn  to  those  of  Kiddermin- 
ster, are  made  here,  and  supplied  to  the  surrounding  cities.  Wool- 
len manufactories  produce  good  cloths,  in  general  use  here  for 
clothing.  Fire-engines  and  rifles  are  made  in  great  perfection. 
There  are  several  tanneries  and  morocco-leather-dressmg  estab- 
lishments. Paper-making  is  carried  on  extensively.  There  is  an 
excellent  piano-forte  manufactory ;  and  the  demand  for  this  instru- 
ment may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  there  was  one  in  every 
parlour  of  the  American  Hotel  at  Buffalo,  and  some  in  the  best  bed- 
rooms, to  the  extent  of  from  20  to  30  instruments  in  one  house ; 
while  there  is  scarcely  a  family  in  the  towns  of  America  where  a 
piano  is  not  to  be  seen  among  their  furniture. 

The  manufacture  of  edge-tools  is  going  on  so  rapidly,  and  at- 
taining such  excellence  here,  that  they  will  soon  need  no  supply 
from  Birmingham  or  Sheflield.  Iron  furnaces,  and  other  works  of 
iron  machinery,  are  nearly  as  well  executed  as  in  England.  Cab- 
inel-makiDg^  boat-buildings  and  cooperage  are  all  better  done  here 
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than  at  home ;  and,  in  the  few  arts  in  which  they  are  still  behind 
us,  ten  or  twenty  years  will  make  them  our  equals,  and  even  a  still 
shorter  time,  unless  the  legislators  of  England  repeal  the  corn-laws, 
by  which,  if  not  soon  taken  off,  England  will  be  left  behind  in  the 
race  of  manufactures  by  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  America ;  and 
what  is  then  to  be  the  fate  of  her  national  debt  and  unemployed 
population  it  is  fearful  to  anticipate ! 

Another  branch  of  production  and  of  industry  will  soon  be  intro« 
duced  into  this  part  of  America,  as  it  has  been  recently  discovered 
that  the  valley  of  the  Genesee  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  silk ;  and,  while  the  wild  mulberry  is  found  on  the  upper  river 
and  many  of  its  branches,  the  various  kinds  of  foreign  mulberry 
trees,  such  as  the  Chinese,  the  Broussa,  and  the  Italian,  three  of  the 
9ost  favourable  for  the  silkworm,  stand  the  comparatively  mild 
climate  of  this  valley  without  injury.  Already  active  measures  are 
in  operation  for  the  culture  of  silk  in  New-Jersey,  and  the  State 
of  New-York  will  soon  follow  it  in  this  branch  of  production. 

The  soil  of  this  valley,  and  of  tl|t  surrounding  coimtry  generally, 
is  in  the  highest  degree  fertile.  The  base  of  it  is  calcareous,  and 
in  this  the  oak-trees  take  root ;  aluminous  earth  is  found  in  portions, 
and  there  the  elm,  the  beach,  and  the  maple  abound ;  and  in  other 

Earts,  where  the  soil  is  rich  loam,  silicious,  or  sandy,  the  pine,  the 
emlock,  and  the  birch  prevail.  Of  the  adaptation  of  those  parts 
of  the  soil  already  cleared  to  the  growth  of  wheat,  and  of  its  con- 
sequent fertility  and  productiveness,  the  following  facts  are  sufficient 
evidence : 

•*  In  1836,  Messrs.  P.  and  G.  Mills  reaped  from  27  acres  on  the  Gen- 
esee Flats,  near  Mount  Morns,  1270  bushels  of  wheat,  or  47  bushels 
to  the  acre.  In  1834  the  same  gentlemen  reaped  from  80  acres,  3200 
bushels  of  wheat,  being  40  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  most  beautiful 
field  of  com  we  ever  saw  wasjp  the  summer  of  1833,  on  the  farm  of  W. 
C.  Dwight,  Esq.,  on  the  flats,  ft  few  miles  above  Genesee.  There  were 
170  acres  lying  in  one  body,  and  from  it  he  harvested  12,800  bushels  of 
shelled  corn.  In  1834  the  same  gentleman  had  20  acres  of  wheat,  which 
averaged  48  bushels  per  acre,  and  two  acres  of  the  best  of  which  pro- 
duced 52  bushels  per  acre.  The  elevated  country  on  the  east  and  west 
of  the  river  is  scarcely  ipferior  in  the  growth  of  wheat ;  the  greatest 
amount  we  believe  on  record,  as  the  well-authenticated  product  of  a  sin- 

gle  acre,  having  been  raised  by  Mr.  Jirah  Blackmore,  of  Wheatland, 
eing  64  bushels  per  acre." 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  number  of  Christian  churched  in 
Rochester  as  28.  They  are  thus  occupied :  of  the  Presbyterians 
there  are  8 ;  of  the  Episcopalians,  3 ;  of  Baptists,  2 ;  of  Methodists, 
2 ;  Orthodox  Friends,  1 ;  Hicksites,  1 ;  Reformed  Presbyterians,  1 ; 
Evangelical,  1 ;  Lutheran,  1 ;  Roman  Catholic,  2 ;  Free-will  Bap- 
tist, 1 ;  Universalist,  1 ;  Free  Bethel  Church,  1 ;  Free  Congrega- 
tional Church,  1 ;  African  Church,  2.  In  addition  to  these  estab- 
lishments for  the  promotion  of  religious  worship,  there  are  several 
kindred  associations!  of  which  the  jfoUowbg  deserve  mKition : 
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The  Monroe  County  Bible  Society,  Sabbath-school  Union,  Tract 
Society,  Missionary  Society,  Home  and  Foreign  Education  Socie- 
ty, Charity  Infant-school,  Female  Charitable  Society,  Orphan  Asy- 
lum, Mechanics'  Literary  Association,  Apprentice's  Library,  Young 
Men's  Literary  Association,  the  Rochester  Athenaeum,  rhi-Beta- 
Cramma  Society  for  the  promotion  of  oratory  and  debating.  Acade- 
my of  Sacred  Music,  Mechanics'  Musical  Aissociation,  Temperance 
Societies,  and  Anti-Slavery  Society.  There  is  also  a  society  for 
effecting  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  another  for  se- 
curing a  general  law  for  banking  in  opposition  to  the  special  le- 
gislation, which  gave  monopolies  to  particular  corporations.  These 
two  important  objects  have  been  recently  accomplished  by  law,  and 
mainly  in  consequence  of  the  labours  of  the  two  societies  named. 

Considering,  therefore,  that,  thirty  years  ago,  the  spot  on  whicb 
Rochester  stood  was  a  forest,  and  that  it  now  numbers  among  its 
institutions  so  many  for  the  promotion  of  religion,  charity,  educa- 
tion, oratory,  music,  benevolence,  and  equitable  legislation,  it  may 
challenge  comparison  with  any  city  in  the  world  for  moral  excel- 
lence, mental  improvement,  and  social  order. 

If  English  towns  of  the  same  amount  of  population  are  examined 
for  comparison  with  the  Rochester  of  America,  the  following  may 
be  named.  In  England,  Carlisle,  Ipswich,  Chester,  Wigan,  Yar- 
mouth, and  Southampton ;  in  Scotland,  Greenock  and  Perth ;  and 
in  Ireland,  Londonderry,  Drogheda,  and  Clonmel,  approach  nearest 
in  size  to  it.  •  But  in  none  of  these  will  there  be  ibund  more  of 
commercial  industry,  more  of  general  competency,  nor  so  many  in- 
stitutions for  the  promotion  of  knowledge,  morals,  and  religion ; 
while  in  the  sobriety  of  its  population,  and  in  the  absence  of  thea- 
tres, taverns,  and  dramshops,  it  far  surpasses  them  all;  and  in 
twenty  years  hence  it  bids  fair  to  pos9<BSs  double  its  present  wealth 
and  population.  - 

One  of  the  most  powerful  agents  in  producing  this  prosperity  in 
Rochester,  next  to  the  fertile  lands  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  and 
the  water-power  which  its  river  affords,  has  been  the  Erie  Canal, 
"which,  passing  immediately  through  the  town  and  over  the  river 
by  a  noble  aqueduct,  makes  Rochester  the  emporium  of  the  inland 
trade  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  lakes.  It  is  distant  only  ten 
miles  from  Lake  Ontario,  into  which  its  own  river  empties,  and  by 
which  it  commands  an  easy  intercourse  with  both  the  Canadas; 
while  its  canal  leads  on  to  Lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  ninety-five 
miles,  by  which  it  connects  itself  with  the  navigation  of  all  the  Up- 
per Lakes,  and  the  vast  extent  of  country  to  which  these  command 
access.     Some  notices,  therefore,  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  this 

Seat  work,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  it  had  to  overcome,  will 
appropriate  here. 

It  is  more  than  a  century  ago  since  the  importance  and  facility 
dT  extending  the  water  communications  of  this  state  were  perceived 
Vol.  IL— C^ 
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and  appreciated  by  the  surveyor-eeneral  of  the  country,  then  a  Brit- 
ish colony.  Dr.  Uolden,  who  hdd  that  office,  m  a  map  publish- 
ed by  him  about  a  hundred  years  since,  accompanying  his  History 
of  the  Five  Indian  Nations,  then  having  their  territory  and  hunting- 
grounds  within  what  now  constitutes  the  State  of  New- York,  show- 
ed that  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  and  the  St.  Lawrence  very  near- 
ly approached  each  other  by  Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain. 
He  showed  also  that  from  the  Atlantic  to  La^e  Erie  there  was  al- 
most a  continued  chain  of  smaller  lakes,  such  as  the  Oneida,  Sene- 
ca, Cayuga,  Otsego,  Skaneateles,  Canandaigua,  Onondaga,  Otisco, 
Oasko,  Conesus,  Hemlock,  Honeoye,  Chatauque,  Canaideraga,  and 
the  Canasoraga,  which,  with  the  rivers  Mohawk,  Susquehanna, 
Genesee,  and  other  smaller  streams,  intersected  the  surface  of  the 
country  in  every  direction,  while  the  absence  of  any  lofty  chain  of 
hills  throughout  the  whole  of  the  tract  made  the  union  of  such 
streams  and  lakes  by  canal  more  easy  than  in  less  level  regions. 

In  1726,  Governor  Burnett  erected  a  fort  and  trading-house 
where  Oswego  now  stands,  as  a  connecting  link  between  the  Hud- 
son and  Ontario ;  and  in  1768,  Governor  Moore  pressed  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  Colonial  Legislature  the  importance  of  improving  the 
communication  between  the  Mohawk  and  Ontario  by  means  of  a 
canal,  referring  as  an  example  to  the  great  canal  of  Languedoc 
in  France,  which  connected  the  Atlantic  and  the  Mediterranean ; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  Revolution  that  the  subject  was  fully  un- 
derstood, when  Washington  was  himself  the  first  to  press  it  on  pub- 
lic attention,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement  of  his  ac- 
complished biographer.  Judge  Marshall. 

*•  To  a  person  looking  beyond  the  present  moment  and  taking  the  fu- 
ture into  view,  it  is  only  necessary  to  glance  over  the  map  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  impressed  with  the  incalculable  importance  of  connect- 
ing the  Western  with  the  Eastern  territory,  by  facilitating  the  means  of 
intercourse  between  them.  To  this  subject  the  attention  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington had  been  in  some  measure  directed  in  the  early  part  of  his  life. 
While  the  American  States  were  yet  British  Colonies,  he  had  obtained 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  empowering  those  individuals  who  would  engage 
in  the  work  to  open  the  Potomac  so  as  to  render  it  navigable  from  the 
tide  to  Wills's  Creek.  The  James  River  had  also  been  comprehended 
in  his  plan ;  and  he  had  triumphed  so  far  over  the  opposition  produced 
by  local  interests  and  prejudices,  that  the  business  was  in  a  train  which 
promised  success,  when  the  Revolutionary  war  diverted  tlie  attention  of 
Its  patrons,  and  of  all  America,  from  internal  improvements  to  the  great 
objects  of  liberty  and  independence.  As  that  war  approached  its  ter- 
mination, subjects  which  for  a  time  had  yielded  their  pretensions  to  con- 
sideration, reclaimed  that  place  to  which  their  real  magnitude  entitled 
them ;  and  the  internal  navigation  again  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
wise  and  thinking  part  of  society. 

"  Accustomed  to  contemplate  America  as  his  country,  and  to  consid- 
er with  solicitude  the  interests  of  the  whole,  Washington  now  took  a 
more  enlarged  view  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  opening  both 
the  Eastern  and  Western  waters;  and  for  this,  as  well  as  for  other  pur- 
poses, after  peace  had  been  proclaimed,  he  traversed  the  western  parts 
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of  New-England  and  New. York.  '  I  have  lately,'  said  he,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Marquis  of  Chastelleyx,  a  foreigner  who  was  in  pursuit  of  literary 
as  well  as  of  military  fame,  *  1  have  lately  made  a  tour  through  the  Lakes 
George  and  Champlain  as  far  as  Crown  Point ;  then  returning  to  Sche- 
nectady, I  proceeded  up  the  Mohawk  River  to  Fort  Schuyler  [or  Staa- 
wix],  crossed  over  to  Wood  Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Oneida  Lake, 
and  affords  the  water-communication  with  Ontario.  1  then  traversed 
the  country  to  the  head  of  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  and 
viewed  the  I^ke  Otsego,  and  the  portage  between  tha(  lake  and  the  Mo- 
^wk  River  at  Canajoharie.  Prompted  by  these  actual  observations,  I 
could  not  help  taking  a  more  contemplative  and  extensive  view  of  the 
vast  inland  navigation  of  these  United  States,  and  could  not  but  be  struck 
with  the  immense  diffusion  and  importance  of  it,  and  with  the  goodness 
of  that  Providence  who  has  dealt  his  favours  with  so  profuse  a  hand. 
Would  to  Grod  that  we  may  have  wisdom  to  improve  them !  1  shall  not 
rest  contented  until  I  have  explored  the  Western  country,  and  traversed 
those  lines  (or  great  part  of  them)  which  have  given  bounds  to  a  new 
empire.' 

**  After  returning  from  a  journey  westward  as  far  as  Pittsburgh  in  the 
same  year,  Washington  immediately  appealed  to  the  Virginians  to  em- 
bark in  an  enterprise  for  improving  the  water-courses,  so  as  to  connect 
the  East  and  West  as  intimately  as  possible ;  a  matter  which  he  deem- 
ed not  more  important  in  a  commercial  view  than  in  a  poUtical  aspect,  see- 
ing that  the  l^aniards  then  swayed  the  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi; 
and  controlled  the  outlet  of  that  river.  The  navigable  waters  west  of 
the  Ohio  towards  the  great  lakes  were  also  to  be  traced  to  their  sources, 
and  those  which  empty  into  the  lakes  to  be  followed  to  their  mouths. 
'  Nature  had  made  such  an  ample  display  of  her  bounties  in  those  re- 
gions,' he  said, '  that  the  more  the  country  was  explored,  the  more  it 
would  rise  in  estimation.' 

**  The  influence  of  Washington  was  strenuously  exerted  to  arouse 
Maryland  to  co-operate  with  Virginia  in  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Potomac.  He  predicted  the  exertions  ivhich  would  doubtless  be  made 
by  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  for  securing  the  monopoly  of  the  West- 
em  trade,  and  the  difficulty  which  would  be  found  by  Virginia  in  divert- 
ing it  from  the  channel  it  had  once  taken.  *  I  am  not  for  discouraging  Xh% 
exertions  of  any  state  to  draw  the  commerce  of  the  Western  country 
to  its  seaports,'  said  the  illustrious  patriot.  '  The  more  communications 
we  open  to  it,  the  closer  we  bind  that  rising  world  (for  indeed  it  may 
be  so  called)  to  our  interests,  and  the  greater  strength  shall  we  acquire 
by  it.  Those  to  whom  nature  affords  the  best  communications  will,  if 
they  are  wise,  enjoy  the  greatest  share  of  the  trade.  All  1  would  be  un- 
derstood to  mean,  therefore,  is,  that  the  gifts  of  Providence  may  not  be 
neglected.'  After  enforcing  the  political  necessity  for  improving  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  West  and  East,  so  as  to  prevent  the  flow  of  trade 
from  the  Weilem  States  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  then  held  by 
the  SfMuiiards,  or  thrdugh  the  St.  Lawrence,  controlled  at  its  outlet  by 
the  British,  he  said,  *  If  tnen  the  trade  of  that  country  should  flow  through 
the  Mississippi  or  the  St.  Lawrence ;  if  the  inhabitants  thereof  should 
form  commercial  connexions,  which  we  know  lead  to  intercourses  of 
other  kinds,  they  would  in  a  few  years  be  as  unconnected  with  us  as  are 
those  of  South  America.  It  may  be  asked,  how  are  we  to  prevent  this  I 
Happily  for  us,  the  way  is  plain.  Our  immediate  interests,  as  well  as 
remote  political  advantages,  point  to  it ;  while  a  combination  of  circum- 
stances render  the  present  time  more  favourable  than  Any  other  to  ac- 
complish it.  Extend  the  inland  navigation  of  the  Eastjffn  waters ,  con- 
nect them  as  near  as  possible  with  those  which  run  westward;  open 
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these  to  the  Ohio;  open  also  such  as  extend  from  the  Ohio  towards 
Lake  Erie,  and  we  shall  not  only  draw  the  produce  of  the  Western  set- 
tlers, but  the  peltry  and  fur-trade  of  the  lakes  also,  to  our  ports ;  thus 
adding  an  immense  increase  to  our  exports,  and  binding  those  people  to 
us  by  a  chain  which  can  never  be  broken/  " 

Just  before  the  Revolution,  in  1772,  a  Mr.  Christopher  Colles,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  had  given  public  lectures  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
subject  of  canal  navigation,  and  the  carrying  water  to  higher  or 
lower  levels  by  means  of  locks ;  and  about  the  same  period  he 
proposed  supplying  the  City  of  New-York  with  good  water  by 
means  of  an  aqueduct,  and  connecting  the  Hudson  and  the  Ontario 
by  means  of  canals.  But,  though  he  was  a  man  of  excellent  char- 
acter, a  skilful  mechanic,  and  a  good  mathematician,  bis  plans,  like 
those  of  Fulton  for  steam-navigation,  were  treated  with  ridicule 
and  contempt,  and  he  was  called  a  "  wild  and  visionary  projector," 
the  usual  epithet  applied  by  the  ignorant  and  vulgar  of  England 
and  France  at  the  present  day  to  all  whose  genius  or  enterprise  is 
merely  in  advance  of  the  common  standard  of  minds  to  which  these 
objectors  belong. 

«  Colles  persevered,  however,  in  his  endeavours  to  enlist  the  Legis- 
lature  in  his  views,  and  ultimately  obtained  their  sanction  to  his 
plans ;  but  he  appears  to  have  died,  worn  out  probably  by  the 
vexatious  opposition  which  he  had  so  long^encountered,  before  his 
views  could  be  carried  into  execution.  From  this  time  onward, 
however,  the  subject  grew  in  public  estimation,  and  the  minds  of 
the  most  intelligent  and  influential  men  in  the  republic  were  occu- 
pied in  advocating  the  improvement  of  internal  communication, 
and  devising  means  for  effecting  it ;  and  among  the  various  notices 
of  their  opinions  and  their  labours,  the  following  are  worthy  of 
record. 

^  Gouvemeur  Morns  was  among  the  earliest  of  those  whose  minds 
grasped  with  zealous  energy  the  magnificent  subject  of  internal  im- 

erovements.  The  extraordinary  adaptation  of  the  country  for  canals 
etween  the  Hudson  and  the  Western  lakes,  with  the  political  and  com- 
mercial advantages  to  be  derived  from  extensive  inland  water-commu- 
nication, were  early  and  enthusiastically  proclaimed  by  that  gifted  man. 
While  on  a  tour  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1800,  his  language  to  a  European 
correspondent  indicated  that  he  comprehended  well  the  vast  navigable 
capacities  of  the  country,  even  though  he  had  then  no  conception  of  a 
communication  like  the  Erie  Canal.  *  Hundreds^f  large  ships  will,  in 
no  distant  period,  bound  on  the  billows  of  these  inland  seas,*  waa  the 
language  of  Mr.  Morris  to  his  correspondent.  ^  Shall  I  lead  your  aiiton- 
ishment  up  to  the  verge  of  incredulity!  I  will.  Know,  then,  that  one 
tenth  part  of  the  expense  borne  by  Britain  in  the  last  campai^,  would 
enable  ships  to  sail  from  London  through  the  Hudson  River  mto  Lake 
Erie.  As  yet,  we  only  crawl  alon^  the  outer  shell  of  our  country.  The 
interior  excels  the  part  we  inhabit,  in  soil,  in  climate,  in  everything. 
The  proudest  empire  of  Europe  is  but  a  bawblc  compared  to  what  Amer- 
ica may  be— nM|Bt  be.* " 

The  first  intention  appeared  to  have  been  to  go  by  Lake  George 
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and  Lak^  Gfaamprain  into  the  St  Lawrence,  or  by  Oswego  into 
Lake  Ontario,  then  to  have  a  canal  from  Ontario  round  the  Falls  of 
Niagara,  where  the  Welland  Oanal  now  is;  but  this  idea  was  sub- 
sequently abandoned  for  the  more  advantageous  line  of  a  canal 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Mohawk,  from  whence  it  was  thought  the 
river  navigation  could  be  continued  to  the  Hudson.  The  length 
of  thb'proposed  canal  was  to  be  200  miles,  its  breadth  100  feet,  its 
depth  10  feet,  and  its  estimated  cost  five  millions  of  doUars,  or 
about  a  million  sterlmg.  Tliis  was  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hawley,  of 
whom  the  following  notice  is  given. 

*'  *  It  appears  as  if  the  Author  of  Nature^  in  forming  Lake  Erie,  with 
its  large  head  of  water,  into  s  reservoir,  and  the  limestone  ridge  into  an 
iudined  plane^'  said  Mr.  Haitrtey,  'had  iti' prospect  a  lai^e  canal  to  con- 
nect the  Atlantic  and  Continental  seas,  to  be  completed  at  some  period 
by  the  ingenuity  and  iodusti^  of  man.^  With  reference  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  President  Jefferson  (in  a  message  in  1807)  concerning 
roads'  and  canals,  Mr.  Hawley  continued,  *  Next  to  the  utility  of  a  Na- 
tional Institute  is  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  our  fresh  waters, 
and  connecting  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  those  of  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson  by  means  of  a  canal.  As  this  project  is  prbbably  not  more 
than  twelve  months  old  in  human  conception,  none  but  imperfect  data 
can  be  furnished  at  present.  The  navigation  of  the  fdur  largest  lakes  in ' 
the  world,  with  all  their  tributary  streams,  and  the  products  of  all  the 
surrounding  country,  would  pass  through  this  canal ;  and  even  the  fifth 
(Ontario)  would  become  its  tributary ;  and  in  twenty  years  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  expenditure  would  be  redeemed.'  Then,  glaneins  at 
the  inevitable  results  of  such  a  system  successfully  prosecuted,  Mr7H. 
remarked  that  *  The  City  of  New- York  would  be  left  ^Aithdut  a  compet- 
itor in  trade  except  by  that  of  New-Orleans ;  and  within  a  century  ita. 
island  would  be  covered  with  buildings ;  Albany  would  be  necessitated 
to  cut  down  her  hills  and  fill  her  valleys,  to  give  spread  to  her  popula- 
tion ;  the  harbour  of  Buffalo  would  exchange  her  forest  for  a  thicket  of 
marine  spars ;  and  Utica,  if  made  the  point  Df  junction  [of  the  proposed 
canal  and  the  Mohawk  River],  would  beeome  a  distinguished  mland 
town.'    Rochester  was  not  then  in  existence." 

Ultimately  the  canal  was  completed  from  Albany  to  BuffaIo>^ 
distance  of  363  miles,  of  much  greater  length  than  originally  con* 
template^,  but  of  less  dimensions  m  breadm  and  depth,  being  40 
feet  instead  of  1(X),  and  four  feet  instead  of  ten ;  but  that  the  first 
intended  size  was  the  best,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  is  now 
found  necessary  to  increase  the  oreadth  of  the  canal  to  70  feet  and 
its  depth  to  seven,  to  give  the  necessary  accommodation  to  theeoh- 
stantly-increas'mg  traffic  of  which  it  is  the  channel. 

Wheh  the  canal  was  completed  its  opening  was  naarked  by  a 
public  celebration  of  great  magnificence,  of  which  a  Tery  interest- 
ing account  was  publi^ed  in  a  quarto  volume,  embellished  widi 
many^ngravings,  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation  of  New-Yoric* 
in  which  city  I  read  it  soon  after  my  landing.  The  scene  that  oc* 
curred  at  Rochester  on  the  boats  passing  through  there  is  so  char- 
acteristic of  the  fondness  of  the  Americans  for  dra|pitic  effect  and 
display  on  such  public  occasions  as  these^  that  it  is  worth  transcTN 
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biiig.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Colonel  Stone,  who  was  charged  by 
the  Corporation  with  the  duty  of  drawing  up  the  narrative  of  the 
celebrationi  which  is  given  as  follows : 

"At  Rochester,  a  rich  and  beautiful  town,  which,  disdaining,  as  it 
were,  the  intermediate  grade  of  a  village,  has  sprung  from  a  hamlet  to 
the  full-grown  size,  wealth,  and  importance  of  a  city,  the  interesting 
period  was  celebrated  in  a  manner  equally  creditable  to  the  country 
and  the  occasion.  There  was  considerable  rain  at  Rochester  on  the 
day  of  the  celebration ;  yet  such  was  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people, 
that  at  two  o^clock  eight  handsome  uniform  companies  were  in  arms, 
and  an  immense  concourse  of  people  had  assembled.  The  companies 
were  formed  in  line  upon  the  canal,  and  on  the  approach  of  the  proces- 
sion of  boats  from  the  West  commenced  firing  a/eu  dejoie,  which  was 
continued  until  thev  arrived  at  the  aqueduct,  where  the  boat  called  the 
*  Young  Lion  of  the  West*  was  stationed  to  *  protect  the  entrance.* 
The  Pioneer  boat  was  hailed  from  the  Young  Lion,  and  the  following 
dialogue  ensued  : 

**  Question.  Who  comes  here  ? 

'*  Answer.  Your  brothers  from  the  West,  on  the  waters  of  Hie  great 
Lakes. 

**  Q.  By  what  means  have  they  been  diverted  so  far  from  their  natu- 
ral course! 

'*  A.  By  the  channel  of  the  Grand  Erie  CanaL 

"  Q.  By  whose  authority,  and  by  whom  was  a  work  of  such  magni- 
tude accomplished  1 

'*  A.  By  the  authority  and  by  the  enterprise  of  the  patriotic  people  of 
the  State  of  New- York. 

"  Here  the  '  Young  Lion*  ffave  way,  and  '  the  brethren  from  the  West* 
were  permitted  to  enter  ChiTd*s  Basin,  at  the  end  of  the  aqueduct.  The 
Rochester  and  Canandaigua  committees  of  congratulation  then  took 
their  places  under  an  arch  surmounted  by  an  eagle,  and  the  *  Seneca 
Chief,*  having  the  committees  on  board,  being  moored.  General  Vincent 
Matthews  and  the  Hon.  John  C.  Spencer  ascended  the  deck,  and  of- 
fered to  the  governor  the  congratulations  of  the  citizens  of  their  re- 
spective villages,  to  which  an  animated  and  cordial  reply  was  given. 
The  gentlemen  from  the  West  then  disembarked,  and  a  procession  was 
formed,  which  proceeded  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where  an  appro- 
priate prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Penney,  and  an  address  pro- 
nounced by  Timothy  Childs,  Esq.  The  address  of  Mr.  Childs  was  an 
Me  and  eloquent  performance,  clothed  with  '  words  that  breathe  and 
thoughts  that  bum.^  It  was  listened  to  with  almost  breathless  silence, 
and  greeted  at  its  close  with,  three  rounds  of  animated  applause.  The 
celebration  was  concluded  with  a  grand  ball,  and  a  general  illumination, 
and  nothing  occurred  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  day." 

After  all,  however,  the  love  of  dramatic  effect  and  display  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  Americans ;  for  in  the  public  fetes  given  in  Paris, 
m  the  lord-mayor's  processions  and  dinners  in  London,  in  the  ma- 
sonic ceremonies  of  laying  the  foundation  of  new  bridges,  and 
opening  railways  and  other  public  works  in  England,  just  as  much 
pomp  and  parade  are  to  be  seen ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  pomp  and 
pageantry  of  a  coronation,  which  some  even  of  our  most  mtelligent 
peers  are  beginning  to  perceive,  is  better  adapted  to  a  feudal  age 
tiian  that  in  winch  we  live. 
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In  the  present  instance,  at  least,  there  is  enough  of  substantial 
good  to  counterbalance  all  the  shadowy  parade  of  the  celefaration^ 
as  by  the  opening  of  this  canal  a  line  of  direct  navigation  has  beoi 
completed  for  upward  of  2600  miles^  of  which  the  following  an 
the  stages : 


New- York  to  Albany  by  the  Hudson  River 160 

Albany  to  Buffalo  by  the  Erie  Canal 363 

Buffalo  to  Cleveland  by  Lake  Erie 800 

Cleveland  to  Portsmouth  by  canal 309 

Portsmouth  to  Cincinnati  by  the  Ohio  River    ....  113 

Cincinnati  to  New-Orleans  by  the  Mississippi    ....  1500 

2635 

and  when  to  these  constantly-frequented  routes  are  added  the  new 
channels  to  more  distant  towns  upon  the  upper  lakes,  to  Mackinaw^ 
and  alon^  the  higgler  Mississippi  to  St  Anthony's  Falls,  as  well  as 
on  the  Missouri,  the  Arkansas,  the  Tennessee,  and  even  the  Salnne 
River,  which  last  has  lately  been  navigated  by  steam  up  to  the  very 
heart  of  Texas,  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  not  less  than 
10,000  miles  of  navigable  length  has  been  opened  and  made  ao« 
cessible  from  the  Atlantic  by  means  of  the  Erie  Canal,  the  opening 
of  which,  therefore,  deserved  a  public  celebration,  as  forming  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Geological  Peculiarities  of  Rochester.— Ridge-road,  formerly  the  Margin  of  Lake  On* 
tano.— Boolders  of  Primitive  Rock.— Successive  Order  of  Strata  and  Fossil  Re* 
mains.— Singular  Cavity  of  Pebbles  in  Bituminous  Shale.— Polished  Rocks  of  tbt 
Falls.— Psrailel  Case  at  the  Cataracu  of  the  Nile.— Climate  of  the  Western  Portioa 
of  this  State.- Brightness  of  American  Skies.— Splendour  of  Autumnsl  Sonsets.— 
Causes  assiffned  for  this,  the  Mirrors  of  the  Lakes.— Public  Baths.— Mineral  Springa* 
— Pobtie  Walks.— Cemetery.— Hackney-coaches.— Msils. — Increase  of  Postomoe 
Revenue.— Negro  Population.— Militar]r  Parades  of  Militia  Troops.-*  Gompariaoa 

>  wUh  the  Army  of  Eogiand.— Sanada  Thistle  and  Locust-borer.— Fettigonia  SepMflilp 
cem.— Newspapers.- Agricultural  Journal.  >V   ' 

The  geolo^cal  peculiarities  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rochester 
will  gratify  all  those  who  have  any  knowledge  of,  or  taste  for  tluil 
deepfy-interesting  study.  Among  the  principal  of  these  maj  be 
named  an  elevation  called  the  Ridge-road,  formed  of  sand  and 
shingle,  thrown  up  from  a  lake  or  sea,  resembling  exactly  the  for* 
mation  of  a  sea-beach,  and  being  believed  to  be  the  ancient  mar- 

S'n  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  though  now  160  feet  above  the  level  of 
at  lake,  and  distant  inland  from  its  southern  e^oa  several  milea. 
It  has  been  observed,  too,  that  from  this  Ridge-ft>ad  southward 
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towards  Rochester^  and  all  the  way  to  the  middle  falls  of  the  Gen- 
esee, immense  masses  of  fossil  shells  and  marks  of  the  attrition  of 
i^ter  are  found  at  the  same  level  as  the  road  itself,  proving  the 
deposite  and  action  of  this  element  in  ages  gone  bv.  On  the  sub* 
ject  of  boulders,  or  large  masses  of  primitive  rock,  found  remote 
mm  their  original  position,  as  in  the  Alps  and  Jura  mountains,  the 
following  statement  is  made: 

"  Boulders  of  the  primitive  rocks  lie  scattered  over  this  state  and  far 
to  the  West.  No  layers  of  rocks  like  them  are  found  for  a  great  dis- 
tance. The  supposition  of  their  formation  in  the  places  where  they  lie 
cannot  find  any  support.  They  roust  have  been  transported  from  dis- 
tant regions.  Their  rounded  and  worn  form  shows  the  attrition  of  the 
tumbling  waters  and  rolling  sands.  How  could  they  have  been  re- 
moved? Though  the  diffictSties  of  the  subject  may  not  be  all  removed, 
and  the  action  of  a  cause  operating  with  more  power  than  we  are  fa- 
miliar with  may  be  judged  necessary,  yef  the  following  considerations 
may  lessen  these  difficulties  in  some  decree.  Currents  of  water  act 
with  g[reat  power.  The  flood  of  a  river  has  moved  alonjg  large  rocks 
of  aome  tons  weight  many  rods  in  a  day.  Deeper  currents  would  have 
a  greater  effect.  Ice  occasionally  transports  masses  of  stone  down  the 
streams.  Acain,  the  specific  gravity  of  these  rocks  is  little  more  than 
twice  that  of  water.  Nearly  half  the  weight  of  rocks  would  be  sup- 
ported by  the  upward  pressure  of  fresh  water,  and  more  still  by  that  of 
salt  water,  ^ving  great  advantage  to  the  action  of  powerful  currents. 
Here  is  a  mighty  power,  adequate  to  the  production  at  least  of  great  ef- 
fects. The  power  of  water  and  ice,  operating  on  a  great  scale,  would 
seem  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the  transference  of  these  boulders.  A 
larse  boulder  of  granite  has  been  mentioned.  Some  as  large,  and  one  a 
little  larger,  are  m  the  east  part  of  Ogden,  seven  miles  west  of  Roches- 
^  ter.  Near  the  same  place  is  a  large  boulder  of  saccharine  limestone, 
the  only  considerable  mass  of  this  rock  which  has  occurred  to  me. 
More  than  one  hundred  feet  up  the  pinnacle,  a  little  southeast  of  Ro- 
chester, lies  a  boulder  of  graywacke  of  great  size,  ten  and  a  half  feet 
long,  ten  feet  wide,  and  three  to  four  feet  deep."* 

The  classification  of  rocks  and  strata,  beginning  from  the  level 
of  Lake  Ontario,  and  passing  upward  through  the  valley  of  the 
Genesee  River,  is  arranged  in  the  following  order ; 

1.  Red  sandstone,  which  extends  below  the  water  to  an  un- 
known depth,  and  above  the  water  about  120  feet.    Fucoides  and 
other  vegetable  remains  are  found  in  this  sandstone  in  great 
^  .ajtandance,  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  feet  below  the  upper  surface.* 
T2.  Mountain  limestone,  often   semi-crystalline,   and   affording 
jyi  iMutiful  marble.    It  contains  abundance  of  encrinites,  madrepores, 
T  **  EfPductus,  and  trilobites. 

^  8*  Arffillaceous  slate,  twenty-three  feet  thick,  of  a  greenish  hue ; 
It  lies  below  a  stratum  of  iron  ore,  and  near  this  are  the  impres- 
abns  of  shells  seen  in  the  stone.  Above  the  iron  ore  is  another 
layer  of  the  same  kind  of  slate,  but  of  a  lighter  green ;  and  at  a 
height  of  thirty-one  feet  above  the  ore  are  seen  two  layers  of  fossil 
phells,  each  three  or  four  inches  thick,  composed  almost  wholly  of 
t       pm^U  pearls  and  beautiful  terrebratulites. 

♦  0*lteUly's  Wwtem  New-York. 


GVOLOGICAL  PECULIARITUES. 


4  Argillaceous  iron  ore,  about  a  foot  in  thickness.  This  hjet 
is  so  extensive  that  it  comes  to  the  surface  a  few  miles  west  of 
Uticai  150  miles  east  of  this  spot,  where  it  is  smelted,  and  yiekte 
about  thirty-three  per  cent  of  iron.  Fossil  shells,  encrinites^  and 
pentacrinites  abound  also  in  this  deposite. 

5.  Ferriferous  sand-rock,  rising  about  ten  feet  above  the  ircm 
ore.  This  is  a  composition  of  limestone  and  fine  grains  of  ferrifeioiis 
(]uartz,  making  it  a  flinty  rather  than  a  sandy  limestone,  and  form* 
ing  a  close-grained  and  hard*  stone  for  building.  In  some  layen 
of  this  stone  chalcedony  and  camelian  have  be^  found  in  masses; 
and  pyritous  copper,  carbonate  of  copper,  and  native  copper  have 
been  found  in  the  rock  by  blasting  it 

6.  Calciferous  slate,  or  second  graywacke.  This  layer  abounds 
with  shells,  especially  pentamerus ;  and  in  a  blue  slaty  limestone, 
just  above  this,  the  stratum  of  which  is  forty  feet  thick,  are  found 
trilolntes,  as  the  asaphus  caudatus,  with  and  without  tails,  like  the 
figures  of  this  species  described  in  Buckland's  Geology.  Nearer 
up  towards  the  Falls  bituminous  shale  presents  itself,  in  a  layer  of 
fifty  feet  thick,  with  masses  of  gypsum,  subcrystalline,  as  at  the 
Falls  of  Niagara,  the  level  of  bom  being  nearly  the  same :  that  of 
Niagara  bemg  266  feet,  and  this  of  the  Crenesee  bemg  332  &et 
above  Liake  Ontario. 

In  July  of  the  last  year,  1837,  while  the  workmen  were  splittbg 
this  rock  for  the  purposes  of  building,  a  large  cavity  was  found  nearly 
filled  widi  pebbles,  to  the  quantity  of  afout  six  quarts,  formed  cf 

auartz,  hornblende,  limestone,  sandstone,  graywacke,  and  mica 
late,  with  fragments  of  recent  shells.  The  cavity  was  entirely  4  . 
covered  by  the  solid  rock,  so  that  the  pebbles,  which,  like  the  ^ 
cavity  itself,  bore  all  the  marks  of  attrition  by  water,  were  here 
collected  tc^ther  before  the  limestone  rock  that  closed  them  in 
was  deposited  by  the  water  upon  them.  The  pebbles  vary  in  size 
from  an  eighth  o(  an  inch  to  two  inches  in  length,  and  are  all 
smoothly  rounded  by  the  long  action  of  water.  * 

Another  geological  curiosity  is  found  in  what  are  called  the  pol* 
ished  rocks,  the  nat  surfaces  of  which  give  evidence  of  the  action 
of  water,  and  in  some  instances  of  the  friction  of  other  substances 
over  them.  The  following  description  of  these^  firom  the  pen  ef 
Professor  Davey,  will  be  read  with  interest :  ^ 

^  The  surface  of  the  rocks  of  Rochester  is  in  many  places  polished^  ^ 
as  if  they  had  been  worn  and  rubbed  down  by  the  friction  of  sand  «iid  9 
stones  borne  over  them.  The  surface  of  the  geodiferous  rock,  throe^h 
which  the  Erie  Canal  was  cut'  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  Gen- 
esee, was  found  polished ;  thence  north  it  has  been  found  polished  in 
several  places  to  a  point  twenty  rods  below  the  Middle  Falls.  On  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  near  the  Bethel  Church,  the  Erie  Canal  is  on  pol- 
ished rock.  At  the  dep6t  of  the  Tonawanda  (or  Rochester  and  Batavia) 
Railroad,  and  at  three  miles  west  of  the  city,  the  railroad  was  cut  through 
polished  stone  for  eighty  to  one  hundred  rods.    The  same  has  been 

Vol.  U.— D  d 


« 


>■ 


810  STATE  or  NBW-TORK.  iP 

• 

frand  in  several  intervening  places.  At  the  Ra|»ds  a  large  surface  pol- 
khed  has  been  laid  bare  this  year  (1037)  in  excavating  the  Genesee  Val- 
ley Canal.  In  some  plapes  U^e  polish  has  only  begun ;  the  hollows  are 
passed  over :  in  most  it  is  very  perifect.  Lines  or  fbrrows  are  marked 
on  the  polished  surface  from  northeast  to  southwest,  as  if  great  stones 
had  been  moved  on  it.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river,  at  Rochester,  these 
lines  are  more  nearly  east  aqd  west.  The  polish  has  so  manifestly  been 
carried  from  one  elevation  to  another,  or  over  the  hollows,  that  it  re- 
moves all  doubt  of  the  artificial  nature  of  the  work.  When  it  was  done, 
and  how  it  could  have  been  done,  are  interesting  inquiries.    That  the 

S resent  earth  and  soil  upon  it  was  removed  to  its  present  position,  and 
eposited  on  the  polishea  surface,  is  certain.  To  make  an  adeauate  im- 
ptression  of  the  fineness  of  the  polish  on  this  limestone,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  remark  that  it  is  fine  and  glossy,  like  thp  artificial  polish  of  mar- 
He.  Professor  Hall,  one  of  the  state  geologists,  found  the  polished  lime- 
Stone  at  the  West  in  Ogden  and  on  Niagara  River." 

In  examining  these  polished  rocks,  of  which  we  saw  a  great 
number,  both  at  the  Falls,  and  above  and  below  them,  I  was  re- 
minded of  the  extraordinary  degree  of  polish  given  to  the  surface 
of  the  granite  rocks  at  the  Cataracts  of  the  Nile,  and  undoubtedly 
by  the  same  cause,  the  action  of  the  water,  of  which  the  following 
description  is  given  in  my  unpublished  MS.  journal,  kept  on  the 
{file  in  December,  1814. 

**  In  some  of  the  hollows^  worn  by  the  annual  friction  of  whirl- 
pool when  the  Nile  is  at  its  height,  a  bed  of  soil  has  been  deposit- 
ed, from  which  has  sprung  up  young  trees,  plants,  and  bushes,  the 
isolated  verdure  of  which  derives  a  higher  charm  from  the  sur- 
rounding contrast,  and  makes  them  seem  like  little  Edens  encom- 
passed by  a  wilderness.  The  very  rocks  themselves,  too,  exhibit 
all  the  varieties  of  form  and  colour  possible  to  be  conceived,  while 
their  adamantine  surfaces,  unshattered  by  the  stream,  have  a 
smoothness  of  polish  which  art  could  never  give  to  them ;  and  by  the 
infinite  variety  of  their  positions,  they  reflect  back  the  rays  of  an 
unclouded  sun  from  every  point  like  a  thousand  mirrors.  If  one  of 
these  stones  only  had  been  met  with  in  any  other  situation,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  persuade  one's  self  that  they  were  not  covered 
with  some  transparent  varnish." 

This  resemblance  between  the  polished  rocks  of  the  Cataracts  of 
tbe  Nile  and  the  Falls  of  the  Genesee  is  very  striking,  though  the 
pmoothness  and  brilliance  of  the  former  is  much  greater  than  that 
(tf  the  latter. 

We  were  accompanied  in  our  excursion  along  the  banks  of  the 
lifer  jind  to  the  Falls  by  Mr.  O'Reilly,  whose  practical  acquaint- 
.  imce  with  all  the  localities  made  him  a  most  valuable  guide,  and 
whose  conversation  was  a  running  commentary  on  bis  excellent 
book,  to  both  of  which  we  were  largely  indebted  for  the  informa- 
tion they  conveyed,  as  well  as  for  the  mineralogical  and  fossil  spe- 
cimens we  were  enabled  to  collect. 

The  climate  of  this  portion  of  the  State  of  New-York  is  remark- 
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able  for  being  m(xre  temperate  than  the  eastern  portion  bordering 
on  the  sea.  There  are,  no  doubt,  everywhere  throughout  the  Con- 
tinent of  America  very  hot  summers  and  extremely  cold  winters ; 
but  the  degree  of  intensity  in  both  is  less  here  than  elsewhere  in 
the  same  parallel  of  latitude.  President  Dwight,  of  New-England, 
who  had  bestowed  niuch  attention  on  this  subject,  entertamed  an 
opinion  that  in  this  country,  and  he  thought  in  most  others,  there  \r 
was  a  circuit  of  seasons,  which  came  in  periods  of  ten  or  fifteen 
years :  that  is,  there  were  ten  or  fifteen  warm  summers,  and  ihea 
the  same  number  of  cool  ones,  and  ten  or  fifteen  severe  winters, 
and  then  the  same  number  of  mild  ones ;  and  the  son  of  the  pres- 
ident, whom  I  had  seen  at  New-York,  told  me  that  his  own  expe* 
rience  confirmed  the  accuracy  of  his  father's  supposition.  Presi* 
dent  Dwight  considers  the  cause  of  the  peculiar  mildness  di  tem- 
perature by  which  the  western  part  of  New-York  is  characterized 
to  be  the  vicinity  of  the  great  lakes,  and  on  this  subject  be  thus  ex- 
pre^es  himself: 

'*  It  has  been  extensively  agreed  by  modem  philosophers,  that*\he  twq 
l^reat  causes  of  a  mild  temperature  are  nearness  to  the  shore  and  prox- 
miity  to  the  level  of  the  ocean.  Those  countries  which  border  on  the 
ocean  are,  almost  without  an  exception,  warmer  than  centra!  countries 
in  the  same  latitude ;  and  those  which  are  little  raised  above  its  surface 
are  regularly  warmer  than  such  as  have  a  considerable  elevation.  Mr. 
Volney,  however,  with  that  promptness  of  decision  for  which  he  haa 
long  been  remarkable,  found,  as  he  believed,  satisfactory  evidence  that 
this  opinion  is  groundless  in  the  climate  of  the  regions  bordering  on  the 
Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario.  This  chmate  he  asserts  to  be  milder  than  that 
of  the  shore  in  the  same  latitude,  where  it  is  scarcely  raised  above  Uie 
ocean.  Yet  the  tract  which  enjoys  this  mild  temperature  is  elevated, 
and  distant  from  the  sea.  The  premises  here  assumed  are  undoubtedly 
true,  but  the  consequence  does  not  follow.  The  lakes  have  the  same  in- 
fluence here  which  the  ocean  has  elsewhere.  The  elevation  above  them 
is  so  small,  and  the  distance  from  them  so  short,  that  the  full  influence 
of  both  advantages  is  completely  felt.  Among  the  proofs  that  this  is  a 
true  explanation  of  the  subject,  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  that  the 
southeastern  parts  of  the  county  of  Genesee,  the  counties  of  Steuben, 
Tioga,  Delaware,  and  Greene,  are  sensibly  colder  than  those  immedi* 
ately  south  of  Lake  Ontario.  It  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  observed  here, 
that  countries  on  the  eastern  side  of  a  continent  are  regularly  colder  in 
winter  and  hotter  in  summer  than  those  on  the  western.  The  reason  is 
obvious.  In  the  temperate  zones,  at  least  in  the  northern,  the  prevail- 
ing winds  are  trom  the  west.  Eastern  shores,  therefore,  have  their 
winds  chiefly  from  the  land,  and  western  shores  enjoy  the  softer  breeaes 
of  the  ocean.  As  the  winters  are  mild  in  the  part  under  consideration,  4 
80  are  the  summers.  It  is  not  often  the  fact  that  people  here  are  willing 
to  sleep  without  a  blanket.'' 

Our  own  experience,  and  the  opinions  of  all  whom  we  consult- 
ed  here  on  this  subject,  corroborated  the  accuracy  of  this  view ; 
for  both  at  Buffalo  and  at  Rochester  the  heat  of  the  month  of  Au-r 

fust  was  five  or  six  degrees  less  by  the  thermometer  than  at  New- 
'ork  and  Albany  at  the  same  period  of  time,  while  the  freshness 
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€i  the  air  from  the  Lakes  Erie  and  Qofario  made  the  difference  in 
the  feeling  of  heat  at  least  ten  degrees  less ;  that  is,  with  the 
thermometer  at  80^  in  ather  of  these  places,  persons  would  feel 
no  more  inconvenience  from  heat  than  they  would  at  Philadelphia 
with  the  thermometer  at  70° ;  and  in  each  of  the  towns  of  Buffalo 
and  Rochester,  throughout  the  month  of  August,  we  slept  under  a 
blanket,  and  found  it  comfortable ;  while  in  all  the  seaboard  cities, 
and  from  New-York  to  Saratoga,  during  the  whole  of  June  and 
July,  we  found  a  single  sheet  as  much  as  we  could  bear,  with  all 
the  windows  open,  and  here  a  sheet,  blanket,  and  counterpane 
were  not  found  too  much.  A  very  characteristic  extract  of  a  letter 
is  preserved  from  Gouverneur  Morris  to  a  friend  of  his  in  England, 
who  had  often  urged  him  to  come  over  and  reside  in  some  part  of 
Britain,  which  the  former  had  always  resisted ;  but  at  length  find- 
ing it  necessary  to  support  his  refusal  by  adequate  reasons,  he  says 
to  his  friend : 

"  Compare  the  uninterrupted  warmth  and  splendour  of  America,  from 
the  first^f  May  to  the  last  of  September,  and  her  autumn,  truly  celestial, 
with  your  shivering  June,  July,  and  August ;  sometimes  warm,  but  olten 
wet ;  your  uncertain  September,  your  gloomy  October,  and  detestable 
November.  Compare  these  things,  and  then  say  how  a  man  who  prizes 
the  charms  of  nature  can  think  of  making  the  exchange.  If  you  were 
to  pass  one  autumn  with  us,  you  would  not  give  it  for  the  best  six  months 
to  be  found  in  any  other  country,  unless,  indeed,  you  should  get  tired  of 
fine  weather.** 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  climate  of  America,  as  far  as  we 
have  yet  experienced  it,  and  we  have  now  passed  very  nearly 
through  an  entire  year,  is  much  more  pleasurable  to  the  sight  and 
feelings  than  the  climate  of  England.  Whether  it  be  as  favour- 
able to  health  and  longevity  may  be  doubted ;  although  there  are 
other  circumstances,  and  particularly  that  of  the  diet  and  mode  of 
life  among  Americans,  which  may  sufficiently  account  for  their  in- 
ferior health,  without  regarding  the  agency  of  the  climate  as  in 
any  degree  contributing  towards  it  Sut  the  brightness  of  the 
American  winters,  with  a  brilliant  and  glowing  sun  beaming  from 
a  cloudless  sky,  while  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  covered  with 
snow,  and  the  gay  and  livelv  equipage  of  sleighs,  with  the  warm 
buffalo  skin  and  furs  of  the.  closely-wrapped  party,  and  the  jingling 
bells  of  the  delighted  horses,  glide  along  the  streets  and  roads, 
makes  the  season  far  more  cheerful  than  a  winter  ever  is  in 
England. 

The  spring  is  shorter,  for  summer  seems  to  burst  at  once  upon 
the  eye ;  and  when  it  comes,  the  full  and  gorgeous  foliage  of  the 
woods,  and  the  exuberant  luxuriance  of  the  fields,  give  an  idea  of 
abundance  and  fertility  which  is  delightful.  The  autumn,  how- 
ever, is  the  most  delightful  season ;  and  the  very  finest  days  of  an 
English  September  or  October  are  inferior,  in  the  richness  and 
glow  of  their  mellow  atmosphere^  to  the  weather  of  these  two 
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months  in  America ;  while  the  sunsets  of  th^  autumn  here  surpass 
those  ^ven  of  Italy  and  Greece.  On  this  subject,  the  following 
beautiful  and  accurate  description  of  Mr.  Gaylord,  a  resident  of 
OtiscOy  in  Onondaga  county,  in  this  state,  is  worth  transcribing : 

**  Foreign  tourists  speak  with  rapture  of  the  beautiful  dyes  imprinted 
by  autumn  on  the  foliage  of  our  American  forests :  our  leaves  do  nol 
fade  and  fall  all  of  the  same  decaying  russet  hue,  but  the  rich  golden 
yellow  of  the  linden,  the  bright  red  of  the  soft  maple,  the  deep  crimson 
of  the  sugar  maple,  the  pale  yellow  of  the  elm,  the  brown  of  the  beech, 
and  the  dark  green  of  the  towering  evergreens,  are  all  blended  into  one 
splendid  picture  of  a  thousand  light  shades  and  shadows.  To  the  ob- 
server, our  autumnal  woodlands  are  gigantic  parterres,  the  flowers  and 
colours  arranged  in  the  happiest  manner  for  softened  beauty  and  de» 
lightful  effect.  And  when  these  myriads  of  tinted  leaves  have  fallen  to 
the  earth ;  when  the  squirrel  barks  from  the  leafless  branches,  or  rustles 
among  them  for  the  ripened  but  still  clinging  brown  nuts,  the  rural  wan- 
derer is  tempted  to  throw  himself  on  the  beds  of  leaves  accumulated  by 
the  wind,  and,  while  he  looks  through  the  smoke-tinted  atmosphere,  half 
imagines  that  he  is  gazing  on  an  ocean  of  flowers. 

'*  fiut  the  claims  of  our  American  autumn  upon  our  admiration  are 
very,  far  from  depending  entirely  on  the  rainbow-coloured  fohage  of  our 
woodlands,  unrivalled  in  beauty  though  they  certainly  are ;  to  these  musi 
be  added  the  splendours  of  an  autumn  sunset,  the  richness  of  which,  as 
we  are  assured,  has  no  parallel  in  the  much-lauded  sunsets  of  the  rose- 
coloured  Italian  skies.  In  no  part  of  the  United  States  is  this  rich  gar- 
niture of  the  heavens  displayed  in  so  striking  a  manner  as  in  the  valley  * 
of  the  great  lakes,  and  the  country  immediately  east  or  southeast  of 
them,  and  this  for  reasons  which  will  shortly  be  assigned.  The  most 
beautiful  of  these  celestial  phenomena  begin  to  appear  about  the  first  of 
September,  sometimes  rather  earlier,  and,  with  some  exceptions,  last 
through  the  months  of  September  and  October,  unless  interrupted  by 
the  atmospheric  changes  consequent  on  our  equinoctial  storms,  and 
gradually  fade  away  in  November  with  the  Indian  summer  and  the 
southern  declination  of  the  sun.  Not  every  cloudless  sunset  during  this 
time,  even  in  the  most  favoured  sections,  is  graced  with  these  splen- 
dours ;  there  seems  to  be  a  very  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere  ne- 
cessary to  exhibit  these  beautiful  reflections,  which,  however  often  wit- 
nessed, must  excite  the  admiration  of  all  who  view  them,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  appreciate  their  surprising  richness. 

"On  the  most  favoured  evenings  the  sky  will  be  without  a  cloud; 
the  temperature  of  the  air  pleasant ;  not  a  breeze  to  rufile  a  feather ; 
and  a  dim  transparent  haze,  tinged  of  a  slight  carmine  by  the  sun*8 
light,  diffused  through  the  whole  atmosphere.  At  such  a  time,  for 
some  minutes  both  before  and  after  the  sun  goes  below  the  horizon,  the 
rich  hues  of  gold,  and  crimson,  and  scarlet  that  seem  to  float  upward 
from  the  horizon  to  the  zenith,  are  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  de-  ^ 

scribe.  As  the  sun  continues  to  sink,  the  streams  of  brilliance  mdu- 
ally  blend  and  deepen  into  one  mass  of  golden  light,  and  the  splendid  re- 
flections remain  long  after  the  light  of  an  ordinary  sunset  would  have 
disappeared.  We  have  said  that  not  every  cloudless  sunset  exhibits 
this  peculiar  brilUance :  when  the  air.  is  very  clear,  the  sun  goes  down 
in  a  yellow  light,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  comparatively  pale  and  limited;  d 

and  when,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  in  our  Indian  summers,  the  atmo- 
Jiphere  is  filled  with  the  smoky  vapour  arising  from  a  thousand  burning 
prairies  in  -the  Far  West,  he  sinks  like  an  immense  red  ball,  without  a 
single  8{deiidid  emanating  ray.    It  is  our  opinion  that  the  peculiar  state 
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of  the  atmosphere  necessary  to  produce  these  gorgeous  sunsets  in  per* 
fection  is  in  some  way  depending  on  electncai  causes ;  since  it  very 

..   '  commonly  happens  that,  after  the  brilliant  reflections  of  the  setting  sun 

"^    ''  -dl     have  disappeared,  the  auroral  lights  make  their  appearance  in  the  north ; 
^         and  usually,  the  more  vivid  the  reflection,  the  more  beautiful  and  distinct 
J  the  aurora.    This  fatit,  the  numerous  and  splendid  northern  lights  of  last 

0^  September  succeeding  to  sunsets  of  unrivalled  beauty,  must  have  ren- 

dered apparent  to  every  observer  of  these  atmospheric  changes.  Con* 
nected,  however,  with  this  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  co-operating 
with  it,  is  another  cause  we  think  not  less  pecuhar  and  efficient,  and 
which  we  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  noticed  in  this  connexion, 
and  that  is  the  influence  of  the  great  lakes  acting  as  reflecting  surfaces. 
"  Every  one  is  acquainted  with  the  fact  that,  when  rays  of  light  im« 
pinge  or  fall  on  a  reflecting  surface,  as  a  common  mirror,  they  slide  off^ 
so  to  speakf  in  a  corresponding  angle  of  elevation  or  depression,  which* 
ever  it  may  be.  The  great  American  lakes  may  in  this  respect  be  con* 
sidered  as  vast  mirrors,  spread  horizontally  upon  the  earth,  and  reflect- 
ing the  rays  of  the  sun  that  fall  upon  them,  according  to  the  optical 
laws  that  govern  this  phenomenon.  The  higher  the  sun  is  above  the 
horizon,  the  less  distance  the  reflected  rays  would  have  to  pass  through 
the  atmosphere,  and,  of  course,  the  less  would  be  the  effect  produced 
by  them ;  while  at  and  near  the  time  of  setting,  the  rays  striking  hori- 
zontally on  the  water,  the  direction  of  the  reflected  rays  must  of  course 
be  so  also,  and  therefore  pass  over  or  through  the  greatest  possible 
amount  of  atmosphere  previous  to  their  final  dispersion.  It  follows 
that  objects  on  the  earth's  surface,  if  near  the  reflecting  body,  require 

4  but  little  elevation  to  impress  their  irregularities  on  the  reflecting  light ; 

and  hence  any  considerable  eminences  on  the  eastern  shores  of  the 
great  lakes  would  produce  the  efliect  of  lessening  or  totally  intercepting 
these  rays  at  the  moment  the  sun  was  in  a  position  nearly  or  quite  hor* 
izontal.  The  reflecting  power  of  a  surface  of  earth,  though  far  from  in- 
considerable, is  much  less  than  that  of  water,  and  may  in  part  account 
not  only  for  the  breaks  in  the  line  of  radiance  which  exist  m  the  West, 
^  but  for  the  fact  that  the  autumnal  sunsets  of  the  South  are  inferior  in 

brilliance  to  those  of  the  North.  The  atmosphere  of  the  North  is  open 
to  the  influence  of  reflected  light  from  the  lakes,  and  we  are  convinced 
that  most  of  the  resplendent  richness  of  our  autumnal  sunsets  may  be 
traced  to  this  source.  The  successive  flashes  of  golden  and  scarlet 
light,  that  seem  to  rise,  and  blend,  and  deepen  in  the  west  as  the  son 
approaches  the  horizon  and  sinks  below  it,  can  in  no  other  way  be  so 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  as  by  the  supposition  that  each  lake,  one 
after  the  other,  lends  its  reflected  light  to  the  visible  portion  of  the  at- 
mosphere, and  thus,  as  one  fades,  another  flings  its  mass  of  radiance 
across  the  heavens,  and,  acting  on  a  medium  prepared  for  its  reception* 
prolongs  the  splendid  phenomena." 

, "  I  can  bear  my  testimony  to  the  fidelity  of  this  description,  and 

may  add  that,  though  the  autumnal  sunsets  of  America  are  every- 
where beautiful,  I  had  never  yet  seen  any  to  compare  with  those 
which  we  bad  witnessed  in  Buffalo  and  Kochester,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  lakes.  Neither  in  the  East  Indian  nor  Mediterranean  Seas, 
I  neither  in  the  Arabian  nor  the  Persian  Gulf,  where  the  sunsets  are 

often  glowing  and  beautiful,  do  I  ever  remember  to  have  seen  such 
exquisitely  golden  skies,  or  such  beautifully  pencilled^ rays  stream- 
ing from  the  sun  after  it  had  sunk  beneath  Uie  horizon,  in  alter- 
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nate  radii  of  pink  and  palest  blue,  as  here ;  and  I  should  think  a 
month  passed  in  this  western  region  abundantly  repaid  by  the^'en- 
joyment  of  the  autumnal  sunsets  alone. 

Among  the  useful  public  accommodations  which  we  observ^  in 
Rochester  were  public  baths,  both  of  mineral  springs  and  pure 
water,  which  it  is  agreeable  to  see  multiplying  in  the  cities  of  the 
United  States,  as  conducive  to  health,  cleanliness,  and  pleasurable 
necreation.  A  large  piece  of  ground  immediately  overlooking  the 
principal  Falls  of  the  Genesee,  and  called  the  Falls  Promenade,  is 
about  to  be  laid  out  as  a  public  walk  and  garden,  and  will  be  a 
fine  ornament  to  the  town.  A  large  piece  of  ground  on  the  east 
of  the  river  and  south  of  the  city,  seated  on  a  pleasing  eminence, 
has  also  been  recently  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  a  public  ceme- 
tery, to  supersede  all  the  smaller  ones ;  and  the  intention  is  to  plant 
it  with  ornamental  shrubs  and  lay  it  out  in  walks,  so  as  to  make  it 
as  agreeable  as  Laurel  Hill  at  Phikdelphia,  or  Mount  Auburn  at 
Boston.  The  public  convenience  of  hackney-coaches  exists  at 
Rochester,  though  there  are  none  at  Buffalo ;  and  so  rapidly  are 
communications  increasing  from  this  place  to  the  surrounding  cities, 
that  though  in  1812,  when  the  first  mail  was  established,  it  only 
left  the  postoffice  twice  in  the  week,  there  are  now  no  less  than 
ten  different  mails  despatched  in  various  directions  every  day ;  and 
the  postoffice  receipts,  which  for  the  first  quarter  were  only  three 
dollars  forty-two  cents,  are  now  four  thousand  dollars  for  the  same 
period  of  time. 

Among  the  minor  peculiarities  of  Rochester,  we  remarked  that 
there  were  fewer  people  of  colour  seen  in  the  streets  than  in  any 
town  we  had  visited.  At  Buffalo  there  are  very  few  negroes  or 
mulattoes ;  but  the  great  numbers  of  dark-complexioned  Indians 
of  the  Seneca  tribe  constantly  seen  in  the  streets  supply  thf  gjace 
of  the  Africans,  in  giving  a  mixed  appearance  to  the  population. 
But  in  Rochester  we  did  not  see  a  smgle  Indian,  and  certainly  not 
half  a  dozen  Africans,  during  all  our  stay  there ;  and  the  Ea^le 
was  the  first  hotel  at  which  we  had  ever  stopped  since  our  landing 
IB  America  in  which  there  were  no  coloured  servants,  male  or  fe* 
male.  There  are  thought  to  be  some  three  hundred  persons  of 
eolour  in  the  whole  town ;  but  in  a  population  of  twenty  thousand 
persons  these  become  so  scattered  as  hardly  to  be  perceptible  in 
the  crowd. 

During  our  stay  at  Buffalo  and  at  Rochester,  it  was  the  period 
of  the  year  in  which  the  state  law  requiw  the  callmg  out  and  ex- 
ercise of  the  militia,  so  that  there  were  every  day  parades,  march- 
es, and  evolutions  of  that  body.  To  an  English  eye,  accustomed 
to  the  perfect  discipline  of  the  regular  troops  of  the  line,  whose 
daily  exercise  gives  to  all  their  movements  such  admirable  preci- 
sion, these  reviews  of  the  American  militia  furnished  a  very  infe- 
rior military  spectacle,  and  would,  most  probably,  have  been  view* 
pi  with  contempt  by  some  of  opr  martinets  at  home. 
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$ut  their  imperfections  at  drill  were  all  counterbalanced  in  my 
mind  by  the  consideration  that  in  this  country,  where  every  coun- 
ty and  town  furnishes  its  quota  to  the  national  militia,  there  is  no 
large  standing  army  used  for  the  purpose  of  overawing  the  peo- 
ple, and  maintained  by  the  labours  of  those  they  are  called  on  to 
guard.  In  the  day  of  need,  however,  these  voluntarily  organized 
troops  have  generally  done  their  duty  in  the  face  of  more  veteran 
soldiers,  and  have  been  found  able  to  repel  invaders  from  their 
shores.  But  even  in  point  of  discipline  and  appearance^  inferior 
as  undoubtedly  they  are  to  the  royal  troops  which  are  occasionaHv 
reviewed  at  Hyde  Park  or  Wimbledon,  they  were  quite  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  the  numerous  volunteer  regiments  of  England, 
which  were  imbodied  throughout  the  kingdom  at  the  period  of 
Bonaparte's  threatened  invasion  of  Britain ;  and  in  «ny  encounter 
with  the  enemy  I  have  no  douljt  they  would  have  done  their  duty 
^  equally  well,  as  animal  courage  is  as  much  an  American  as  it  is  a 
British  quality.  In  this  they  are  as  nearly  equal  as  children  of  the 
same  fathers  might  be  expected  to  be. 

Among  the  destroying  causes  which  are  already  in  operation  at 
Rochester,  and  throughout  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New- 
>  York,  are  two  that  deserve  mention.  One  is  the  Canada  thistle, 
which  passed  over  from  Canada  to  the  United  States  about  twenbr 
years  ago,  and  is  now  gradually  extending  itself  southward  with 
the  regularity  of  an  appointed  march.  Its  seeds  are  blown  from 
the  plants  to  the  soil  around  and  in  advance  of  them,  and  they 
now  spread  over  all  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  producing  great- 
er injury  to  the  soil  and  cultivation  than  any  cause  that  has  been 
remembered  for  some  time ;  and  the  farmers  allege  that  all  their 
eflkrts  to  root  them  up  and  prevent  their  spread  have  hitherto 
proved^ineffectual. 
^  The  other  agent  of  destruction  is  an  insect,  called  here  the  borer, 
a  small  worm,  of  which  a  large  colony  first  made  themselves  known 
in  the  eastern  part  of  this  state  about  ten  years  ago,  by  boring 
holes  into  the  bark  and  through  the  wood  of  the  locust-tree,  leav- 
ing on  the  outside  small  heaps  of  the  dust,  to  which  they  reduce 
the  bark  and  wood  by  their  perforations.  Their  progress  westward 
has  been  so  ^adual  and  steady  that  there  has  been  no  one  year  in 
which  they  nave  not  gone  farther  West  than  in  the  precedme. 
They  attacked  the  locust-trees  only ;  but  these  they  so  effectual^ 
destroyed,  that  it  is  believed  by  many  here  that  in  fifty  years  hence 
there  will  not  be  a  single  Jocust-tree  left.  So  gradual  are  the  dep- 
redations of  these  creatures,  that  the  trees*  in  the  east  part  of  Ro- 
chester wefe  attacked  two  years  before  tho^  in  the  west  j  and  in 
every  instance,  where  streets  running  north  and  south  are  lined 
with  locust-trees,  those  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  have  been  first 
perforated,  before  the  slightest  injury  was  visible  in  those  on  the 
west 
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Among  the  novelties  of  animated  nature  "which  we  saw  ki^re 
were  two  remarkable  zoophytes,  one  of  which  was  like  a  leaf  roll- 
ed up  and  filled  with  fluid,  all  the  anatomy  of  the  leaf  being^beau- 
tifiilly  developed,  and  the  creature  thus  formed  appearing  to  be  a 
worm  of  about  two  inches  in  len^h  and  one  inch  m  circumference^ 
with  nothing  but  the  outer  coating,  formed  apparently  of  a  vege- 
table leaf,  and  an  inner  mass  of  moving  and  animated  matter,  but 
without  organs  of  respiration  or  sight,  and,  indeed,  without  even  a 
visible  aperture  at  either  extremity.  It  had  a  power  of  slow  Ioqeh 
motion,  but  seemed  more  nearly  allied  to  the  vegetable  kingdom  in 
appearance,  though  evidently  belonging  to  the  animal  kingdom  by 
its  functions.  The  other  was  a  large  insect,  which  was  composed 
of  a  long  body  and  ax  long  le^,  each  about  two  inches  long,  and 
not  thicker  than  a  stalk  of  ordmary  grass.  Being  all  of  a  bright 
green,  it  looked  like  the  stems  of  some  plant  or  leaf;  but,  on  ex* 
amining  it,  a  perfect  and  uniform  disposition  of  the  parts  could  be* 
aeen ;  and  it  had  powers  of  locomotion  which  it  used,  though  there 
was  no  appearance  of  intestinal  organization,  or  of  respiratory  or  * 
visual  organs,  as  far  as  we  could  discover.  They  were  both  as 
new  to  persons  here  as  to  myself,  and  were  the  only  ones  seen. 

Among  die  curiosities  of  animated  nature,  howler,  the  most  re* 
iD%|kable  thing  that  I  remember,  connected  with  the  natural  history 
of  America,  is  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Lat^be  of  the  insect  of 
tiie  Cicada  tribe,  called  the  Tettigonia  sependicemy  from  the  fact 
of  its  appearing  in  Pennsylvania  and  M^yland  every  seventeenth 
jrear,  and  being  wholly  unknown  in  the^untry  except  at  tibat  pe-  * 
nod.  It  was  first  observed  to  appe?^  in  May,  1749 ;  seventeen 
years  afterward  it  reappeared,  in  Mar  >  1*766 ;  agam  in  May,  1783 ; 
again  in  May,  1800;  again  in  M»y,  1817;  and,  lastly,  in  Ma^, 
1834.  It  lives  but  a  few  days ;  «>ut,  during  that  short  peribd^  its 
numbers  are  so  great  as  to  cov<»'  &11  ^^  trees,  and  fill  the  air  with 
a  low  distinct  hum,  which  is  «x)mpared  to  **'the  nmmerin^  of  an 
enormous  caldron."  A  re-^^'^siWe  part  of  their  history  is,  that 
"  during  the  whole  perio**  of  ^^i^  existence,  the  closest  attention 
does  not  detect  their  e^S  anythmg,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  slight  mjury  rece^^  ^y  5^^  ^^^  consequent  on  the  females 
laying  their  eggs  u»<»  the  twigs  and  leaves,  they  are  perfectly  4n- 
Boxious." 

This  laying  ^  thar  eggs  begins  to  take  place  widiin  a  few  days 
after  their  fi>^  appearance ;  and,  when  that  is  done,  the  oUect  of 
their  exist^^nce  seems  to  be  terminated ;  H^  male  and  fbmale  both 
become  weak,  lose  their  power  of  utterance,  become  blind,  fall  to 
the  g/ound  by  myriads,  and  in  ten  or  fifteen  days  they  all  perish. 
The  eggs  soon  aner  produce  ^bs ;  these  find  their  way  down  to 
the  mould,  and  there,  perforatinjg  a  path  to  the  depths  of  the  eartl^ 
they  entirely  disappear  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years.  In  digging 
wells  and  foundations  many  of  them  have  been  found  ten  or  twelve 
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feet  under  the  ground ;  but  when  the  month  of  May,  in  the  seren- 
teenth  year  after  their  last  appearance,  returns,  though  in  the  inter- 
val streets  should  have  been  laid  out,  houses  built,  and  pavements 
laid  ^^n  the  soil  which  covers  them,  up  they  come,  as  if  by  one 
common  impulse,  at  their  appointed  time,  V  piercing  their  way 
through  the  matted  sod,  through  the  hard-trampled  clay  of  the 
pathways,  through  the  gravel  between  the  joints  of  the  stones  and 
pavements,  and  mto  the  very  cellars  of  the  houses,  like  their  pred- 
ecessors, to  be  a  marvel  in  the  land,  to  sing  their  blithe  song  of 
love  and  enjoyment  under  the  bright  sun  and  amid  the  verdant 
landscape ;  like  them,  to  fulfil  the  brief  duties  of  their  species,  and 
dose  their  mysterious  existence  by  death." 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  collection  of  facts 
connected  with  the  natural  history,  botany,  mineralogy,  and  geolo- 
gy of  the  State  of  New-York,  is  to  be  found  in  the  weekly  periodi- 
«cal  published  here,  under  the  title  of  '^  The  Genesee  Farmer,"  which 
may  be  called  the  Agricultural  Journal  of  North  America,  and  is 
*  one  of  th^  best-arranged  and  best-conducted  publications  of  the 
land  that  1  have  ever  seen.    This  is  in  addition  to  the  two  daily 
newspapers,  Ate  Rochester  Democrat,  which  is  the  Whig  organ, 
and  the  Daily  A.dvertiser,  which  is  the  Democratic  organ,  each 
haymg  its  weekly  i^nd  semi-weekl)^  abridgment  for  country  ci«i- 
lation,  and  each  bein|^  conducted  with  all  3ie  characteristic  features 
of  blind  partisanship ;  seeing  everything  good  in  the  measures  of 
\)ne  set  of  meii,  and  everjthing  bad  in  the  measures  of  another  set ; 
•  lind  not  allowing  the  exisbjice  of  any  error  on  their  own  side,  nor 
anytruth  on  that  of  their  objonents. 

The  "  Genesee  Farmer,"  hovever,  avoiding  all  politics,  and  con- 
fining itself  to  agriculture  and  y\^e  varied  branches  of  knowledge 
1^   .  wh^ik  can  illustrate  or  advance  the  improvement  of  the  natural 
•ff   'productions  of  the  earth,  is  a  work  which  will  be  read  a  century 
*       '  hence  with  as  much  interest  as  now,  vod  would  be  as  acceptable  to 
the  student  of  nature  m  Paris  or  London  as  in  Washington  or  New- 
York.    This  exceUent  publication,  with  the  illustrative  report  on 
the  geology  of  the  state  recently  issued,  ^d  the  sketches  of  Ro- 
chester by  Mr.  O'Reilly,  leave  nothing  to  be  a^red  on  the  peculiar 
branches  of  information  on  which  they  treat,  at^  are  alike  honour^ 
able  to  the  parties  by  whom  they  were  written  ^^nd  compiled,  as 
useful  to  the  community,  and  creditable  to  the  ii^elligence  and 
well-directed  inquiries  of  the  state. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Jonmej  from  Rochester  to  Cuiandaigua.— Stay  at^Canandaigua  an  Indian  Name.-^ 
Munificent  Grant  for  the  Support  of  Eddcation  — Canandaigua  Academy.— Ontario 
Female  Seminary.—Military  Landa  awarded  to  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution.— Claa8i<i 
cal  Names  witbm  this  Tract.— Singular  Names  of  Indian  Chiefs.— Northern  and 
Southern  Tribes.— Reserve  Lands  and  Annuities.— Remains  of  ancient  Indian  Forts, 
—Narrative  of  the  "  White  Woman/*  Wife  of  an  Indian  Chief.— Diseases  among  tha 
Aborigines.— Conduct  of  the  Whites  to  Indians.— Climate  of  Canandaipiia.— Water- 
spout on  the  Lake.— Democratic  Convention.— Newspapers.— Stage-coachea.—£nf- 
lish  and  East  Indian  Acquaintances.— Sensitiveness  of  Americans.— House  and 
Grounds  of  Mr.  Greig.— Tablet  to  Patrick  Colquhoun.— Removing  Houses  on  RoU« 
ers.— Transfer  of  the  Courthouse.- Removal  of  a  Methodist  Church  and  Steeple. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  fifth  of  September,  we  left 
Rochester  for  Canandaigua  by  an  extra-coach,  and,  passing  ovy 
the  same  road  as  we  had  traversed  in  coming  from  thence,  we  per- 
formed the  journey  in  about  five  hours,  the  distance  being  twenty^ 
nine  miles.  The  heat  was  scorching  and  the  dust  excessive,  d- 
though  onl^  a  week  before  there  had  been  torrents  of  rain,  and,  on 
the  precedmg  Monday  night,  a  frost  so  sharp  as  to  blight  and  de« 
sifoy  the  young  com  and  buckwheat  of  the  neighbourhood ;  so 
great  are  the  changes  even  in  this  the  mildest  and  most  equable  re- 
gion of  the  state. 

We  remained  three  days  at  Canandaigua ;  some  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  which,  hearing  that  I  was  ^oing  through  their  town 
on  my  way  from  Niagara  to  Utica^  havmg  urged  me  to  remain 
there  this  period,  if  I  a|ild  spare  no  more,  to  deliver  three  of  my 
lectures  on  the  countries  of  the  East ;  and  this  brouj^ht  me  into  the 
a^eeable  acquaintance  of  most  of  the  leading  ijidividuals  of  the* 
place.  Through  their  courtesy  and  attention,  we  had  an  oppo^• 
tunity  of  visiting  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Indian  forts,  which  still 
exist  here  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  and  several  points  of  extensive  and  beautiful  landscape  views. 
We  visited  also  the  academy  for  the  education  of  young  gentlemen, 
and  the  seminary  for  the  education  of  young  ladies ;  and  enjoyed 
ourselves,  during  our  short  stay,  amid  the  cordial  and  pressing  hos- 
pitalities of  the  resident  families,  whose  chief  regret  appearea  to  be 
that  we  could  not  remain  longer  among  them. 

The  Indian  name,  Oanandaigua,  signifies,  in  the  language  of  the 
Senecas,  by  whom  it  was  bestowed,  'f^e  chosen  place;"  and  the 
first  settlers  have  very  wisely  retained  it,  instead  of  giving  it  a  new 
appellation,  for  none  more  appropriate  than  the  one  it  bears  could 
possibly  be  adopted.  Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  its  situ- 
ation ;  and  the  view  of , the  town,  the  lake,  the  forests,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country,  from  every  elevated  point  of  view  in  the  vicinity, 
is  really  exquisite,  so  that  Canandaigua  well  deserves  the  reputation 
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it  enjoys  of  being  one  of  the  most  beautiiiil  Tillages  in  the  United 
States,  and,  I  think  I  might  safely  add,  in  the  world. 

In  our  former  visit  to  this  place,  on  our  way  from  Saratoga  to 
Niagara,  a  general  description  of  the  town  was  given,  as  well  as  a 
history  of  the  first  purchase  of  its  territory  from  the  Seneca  Indians, 
by  Phelps  and  Gorham,  from  Massachusetts. 

The  grandchildren  of  Mr.  Phelps,  as  well  as  of  Mc*  Gorham,  are 
still  setUed  here,  and  are  possessed  of  handsome  landed  estates  in 
the  town  and  neighbourhood.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  making 
fiieir  acquaintance,  and  felt  from  that  circumstance  an  additional 
interest  m  all  the  details  of  the  early  history  of  the  place.  The 
portraits  of  both  these  founders  are  preserved  in  the  Courthouse, 
where  they  are  suspended  on  each  side  of  the  portrait  of  Judge 
Howell,  which  occupies  the  centre;  and  their  names  are  in  univer- 
sal veneration  and  respect 

i  One  of  many  acts  that  will  endear  their  names  to  posterity  is 
that  of  their  having  made  the  munificent  grant  of  6000  acres  of 
4and  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  endowing  a  public  institution 
for  the  education  of  youth.  It  is  from  this  grant  that  the  "Acade- 
my of  Canandaigua"  has  arisen  to  its  present  condition  and  im- 
portance. This  building  stands  in  an  enclosed  space  of  ground 
near  the  main  street,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  from  Roch^ 
ter.  It  is  a  substantial  brick  building,  with  a  frontage  of  abom 
150  feet,  and  three  stories  in  elevation.  It  contains  three  laVge 
schoolrooms,  two  recitation-rooms,  and  forty-two  rooms  for  stu- 
dlKnts,  besides  a  suite  of  private  apartments  for  the  principal  and 
his  family.  There  are  six  professors,  in  addition  to  the  principal, 
employed  in  the  tuition  of  the  pupils,  thre^  of  whom  have  obtained 
the  degree  of  A.M.,  and  one  of  A.B. 

-^  The  pupils  range  from  seven  years  to  twenty-one  in  «ge,  none 
being  admitted  before  they  can  read  well,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
ehter  at  once  on  their  course  of  English  studies.  The  other  depart- 
ments embrace  geography,  history,  arithmetic,  mathematics,  chym- 
istry,  mineralogy,  moral  and  intellectual  philosophy,  and  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States.  A  special  department  is 
devoted  to  the  principles  of  teaching,  this  academy  having  been 
appointed  by  the  state  to  be  one  of  the  Normal  Schools  for  furnish- 
ing teachers  to  the  common  schools  of  the  country.  The  whole 
cost  to  a  pupil,  including  board  and  education,  in  all  the  depart- 
ments taught,  does  not  exceed  130  dollars,' or  30/.  sterling,  per 
annum ;  while  to  those  who  live  with  their  parents,  and  have  daily 
tuition  only,  the  cost  does  not  exceed  20  dollars,  or  5/.  a  year.  The 
number  of  pupils  at  present  is  about  150,  and  everything  about  the 
estabUshment,  which  I  was  permitted  to  inspect  with  the  greatest 
freedom,  appeared  to  be  in  the  most  perfect  order. 

There  is  also  in  Canandaigua  an  excellent  institution  for  educa- 
tion^ called  "  The  Ontario  Female  Seminary."    Thb  establishment 
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was  commenced  by  private  means,  witKout  the  aid  of  any  grant 
such  as  that  made  for  the  male  academy;  but  it  receives  every 
year  a  certain  sum  from  the  state,  the  amount  of  which  det>ends  on 
the  number  of  its  pupils  studying  the  higher  branches  of  knowI« 
edge,  such  as  mathematics,  the  classics,  and  mental  philosophy^ 
and  on  the  number  of  the  establishments  of  education  in  the  state 
possessing  similar  claims.  The  building  is  handsome,  spacious, 
pleasantly  ^tuated,  and  combines  all  the  advantages  of  a  public 
institution  and  a  private  residence.  The  management  is  ably  sus- 
tained by  the  two  principals,  who  are  highly  esteemed  for  their 
competency  and  amiable  characters,  and  they  are  assisted  by  nine 
teachers  in  the  several  departments  over  which  they  respectively 
preside,  the  whole  bemg  under  the  superintendence  of  a  body  of 
nine  trustees. 

The  course  of  study  pursued  at  this  seminary  resembles  that  of 
the  female  academy  at  Albany,  and  embraces  all  the  branches  of 
learning  usually  taught  at  our  best  public  schools.  The  present . 
number  of  the  pupils  is  180 ;  and  it  speaks  highly  for  the  reputa** 
tion  of  the  establishment  that  these  are  from  all  parts  of  the  Uni*^ 
ted  States,  from  Maine  and  New-Hampshire  to  Ohio  and  Michi** 
gan,  and  from  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey  to  Upper  Canada ; 
Siough,  o^  course,  the  great  majority  are  from  the  State  of  New* 
York. 

While  looking  over  the  names  of  the  pupil» — which,  being  print* 
ed  in  the  catalogue  and  prospectus  that  is  presented  to  visiters  and 
inspectors,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  public  property,  and  may,  there* 
fore,  without  a  breach  of  confidence)  be  commented  on— I  could 
not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  nu/iiber  of  what  are  usually  called 
''  fine  names"  borne  by  iSie  young  ladies,  and  chiefly  by  those  from 
the  State  of  New-York ;  as  if  the  taste  that  suggested  the  Greek 
and  Roman  names  for  the  towns  had  infected  parents  with  the  de* 
sire  to  give  equally  fine  names  to  their  children.  The  following 
are  examples,  tak^n  exactly  as  they  occur  in  the  list:  Cornelia,  i^ 
Magdalena,  Glonana,  Adelaide,  Ascenath,  Lavinia,  Delia,  Amanda, 
Miranda,  Juliette,  Lucinda,  Lucretia,  Elvira,  Lydia,  Evelina,  Ade- 
line, Isabella,  Isaphene,  Pauline,  Adelia,  AngeUne,  Emeline,  Geor- 
giana,  Augusta,  Philena,  Levantia,  Almira,  and  Pamelia. 

Notwitl^tanding  these  fine  names,  however,  which  were  not  of 
their  own  choice,  of  course,  and  for  the  taste  of  which,  whether 
good  or  bad,  they  are  not  responsible,  there  appeared,  from  theix 
examinations  and  conversation,  to  be  a  fund  of  great  good  sense 
and  propriety  among  them,  with  a  thorough  conception  of  the  true 
end  of  education,  considerable  proficiency  in  the  several  branches 
of  study  to  which  they  had  devoted  themselves,  and  great  modesty 
and  decorum  of  behaviour. 

I  could  not  learn  that  phyacal  education,  in  the  stated  daily 
practice  of  bodily  exercises  of  any  particular  kind,  was  at  all  more 
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attended  to  here  than  in  the  female  academy  of  Albany ;  and  yet 
Hie  young  ladies,  on  the  whole,  looked  stronger  and  healthier, 
"which  may  chiefly  be  attributed,  perhaps,  to  the  superiority  of  the 
air  of  the  country  to  that  of  the  town.  Attached  to  the  seminary 
18  a  small  but  weU-selected  library,  a  museum,  in  which  roineralo- 
gical  specimens,  well-classified  and  arranged,  are  beginning  to  ac- 
cumulate; and  lectures  on  scientific  subjects,  by  competent  pro- 
fessors, are  occasionally  given,  with  experiments,  for  which  they 
have  a  complete  apparatus.  The  highest  cost  of  the  tuition  in  ey- 
ery  branch  is  143  dollars,  or  about  28/.,  per  annum,  and  for  board 
in  the  most  comfortable  style,  117  dollars,  or  about  23/.,  per  an- 
num, making  together  51/.  sterling  per  year. 

To  the  eastward  of  Canandaigua  and  Seneca  Lake  are  portions 
of  land,  which,  belonging  to  the  State  of  New-York,  were  set  aside 
by  act  of  Congress  to  be  appropriated  as  bounty-lands  to  the  sur- 
yiving  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  hence  it  is  called  the 
Military  Tract  This  embraced  twenty-eight  townships,  each  town- 
ship containing  100  lots  of  600  acres  each,  exclusive  of  reserva* 
tions,  \he  whole  area  of  land  being  equal  to  1,680,000  acres.  It 
includes  several  of  the  beautiful  lakes  of  the  state,  especially  the 
Seneca,  Otisoo,  Owasco,  Skaneatales,  Onondaga,  and  Qayuga,  as 
weU  as  streams  ^f  great  value,  and  mberal  productions,  including 
salt,  gypsum,  lime,  marl,  and  iron  ore.  The  act  of  Congress  pass- 
ed in  1776  awarded  a  certain  bounty  of  the  public  lands  to  all 
the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army ;  but  the  State 
of  New- York,  wishing  to  make  separate  provision  for  such  of  her 
own  citizens  as  served  in  this  war,  passed  an  act  in  1783,  award- 
ing a  fivefold  proportion  to  that  granted  by  the  General  Government 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  apportioned  as  follows : 

Major S400 

Lieuten^t-colonel  .    .    .    2700 
Colonel 3000 


Privates  and  non-commissioned 

officers 600 

An  Ensign 900 

Lieutenant 1200 

Captain 1800 


Brigadier-geaeral     .     .     .     6100 
Major-general,     ....    6000 


If  the  parties  to  whom  these  lands  had  been  assigned  had  gone 
to  settle  on  them,  or  procured  competent  and  trustworthy  persons 
to  clear  and  cultivate  them  at  once,  they  would  have  furnished  a 
handsome  competency  to  the  privates,  and  m  large  fortune  to  the 
superior  officers.  But  with  the  characteristic  imprudence  of  soldiers, 
most  of  the  privates  sold  their  portions  to  speculators  for  insignifi- 
cant sums.  Their  patents,  as  soon  as  made  out,  were  sold  for  eight 
dollars!  and  even  so  late  as  1792  they  were  to  be  bought  for  thirty 
dollars !  In  1800  they  were  not  to  be  had  for  less  than  from  three 
to  five  dollars  per  acre  before  they  were  cleared ;  and  now  that 
most  of  them  have  been  cleared  and  cultivated,  the  current  price  is 
from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre. 

It  was  in  this  mihtary  tract  that  the  practice  was  first  introduced 
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of  giving  classical  names  to  the  townships  into  which  it  was  di- 
vided ;  and  in  explanation  of  the  great  extent  to  which  this  was 
carried,  I  was  told  that  the  surveyor- general  of  that  day,  to  whom 
the  laying  out  and  naming  of  the  towns  in  the  military  tract  was 
intrusted,  happened  to  be  a  pedant  whom  nothing  would  satisfy 
that  was  not  either  Greek  or  Roman.  When  the  names  of  their 
ancient  cities  were  exhausted,  he  took  those  of  ancient  generals  and 
warriors ;  the  names  of  the  two  spots  at  which  his  court  was  altera 
nately  held  being  Scipio  and  Manlius;  and  Brutus  and  Cassias^ 
Homer,  Virgil,  and  Ovid,  were  added  to  the  catalogue.  This  folly  ■ 
perceived  by  nearly  all  persons  now,  and  regretted  by  very  many, 
and  perhaps  no  measure  would  be  more  popular  than  one  for  the 
revision  of  the  nomenclature  of  the  towns  and  counties.  It  has 
already  been  proposed,  indeed,  to  restore  the  Indian  names  in  many 
instances;  and,  among  others,  to  call  the  State  of  New-York^  Qn« 
tario,"  and  the  City  of  New^York  ^^  Manhattan,"  which  would 
be  a  great  improvement.  As  a  contrast  to  this,  it  may  be  said, 
that  while  the  Indian  names  of  places  are  in  general  highly  char* 
acteristic  and  beautifully  expressive,  those  of  persons,  though  some- 
times dignified  and  appropriate,  are  often  the  very  reverse ;  and  a 
striking  example  of  this  may  be  given  in  a  selection  of  the  names 
of  those  who  were  parties  to  a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Six  Nations,  signed  at  Canandaigua,  including  the  Mo- 
hawks, Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Senecas,  and  Tuscaroras,  of 
which  the  following  are  a  few : 

Dogs-round-the-Fire.  Handsome  Lake. 

The  Blast.  Fish-carrier. 

Swimming  Fish.  Stinking  Fish. 

Dancing  Feather.    ^  Little  Billy. 

Failing  Mountain.  Two-Skies-of-a-Iength. 

Broken  Tomahawk*  Fanner's  Brother. 

Snake.  New  Arrow. 

Ban^  Legs.  Half-town. 

Big  Tree.  Broken  Twig. 

Thrown-in-the- Water.  Full  Moon. 

Corn-planter.  Twenty  Canoes. 

Big  Cross.  Tearing  Asunder. 

Lonff  Tree.  Big  Sky. 

Loaded  Man.  Little  Beard. 

The  Wasp.  Green  Grasshopper. 

Wood-bug.  Woods-on-Fire. 

Big-bale-of-a-Kettle.  Heap  of  Dogs. 

Council-keeper.  Red  Jacket. 

It  may  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  area  still 
belonging  to  the  remnants  of  the  Six  Nations  now  lingering  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  whom  the  General  Grovemment  are  about  re* 
moving  to  the  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  the  Far  West,  to 
place  before  him  an  official  statement  of  the  actual  amount  of  res* 
ervation  lands  allotted  by  treaty  to  each  tribe,  as  well  as  of  the 
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annuities  in  money  still  paid  to  them  by  the  state,  both  taken  from 
the  public  records. 

Everything  connected  with  this  race  becomes  more  and  more  in- 
teresting, from  the  general  impression  of  their  nearly-approaching 
extinction,  when  there  will  be  no  longer  any  livng  memorials  in 
the  transmission  of  traditionary  history  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other, as  all  will  be  swept  away.  The  Northern  tribes  have  re- 
mained the  longest,  because  they  have  always  been  the  most  pow- 
erful ;  and  it  has  been  justly  observed  by  Dr.  Mitchell,  that  the 
parallel  between  the  Indians  of  America  and  of  Asia  affords  this 
miportant  conclusion,  that  on  both  continents  the  hordes  dwelling 
in  higher  latitudes  have  overpowered  th^  more  civilized  though 
feebler  inhabitants  of  the  countries  situate  towards  the  equator. 
As  the  Tartars  have  overrun  China,  so  the  Aztecs  have  subdued 
Mexico ;  as  the  Huns  and  Alains  desolated  Italy,  so  the  Chippe- 
was  destroyed  the  populous  settlements  on  both  banks  of  the 
Ohio.  The  surviving  race  in  these  terrible  conflicts  between  the 
different  nations  of  the  ancient  residents  of  North  America  is  evi- 
dently that  of  Tartars,  from  the  similarity  of  features,  languages, 
and  customs. 

The  following  are  the  official  statements  of  the  reserved  lands 
and  annuities  still  appropriated  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations 
at  the  present  time. 


RB8KRYATI0IC  Or  LAICDS   TO   INDIANS. 


Buffalo   .... 

ACTM. 

83,557 

IndiuM. 

636 

Tonawanta      .    • 

46,209 

365 

Cattaraugus     .     . 

26,880 

389 

Alleghany  River  . 

30,469 

697 

Genesee  River     . 

31,648 

456 

Oil  Spring  .    .    . 

640 

000 

Tuscarora  .    . 

.      1,920 

314 

Oneida  .    .    . 

.    20,000 

1031 

Onondaga  .    . 

.      7,000 

300 

Stockbndge     . 

.     13,000 

438 

St.  Regis     .    . 

.     10,000 

400 

Total,     . 

.    271,323 

496^ 

ANNUITIKS   PAYABLE   TO  INDIANS. 


Dolbn. 

Oneida  Nation    .    .    .  5169  28 

Christian  party  of  same  1443  28 

Pagan  party  ....  332  48 

Onondagas     ....  2430  00 

Cayugas 2300  00 

Senecas 500  00 


Posterity  of  Fish-carrief  50  00 
St.  Regis  Indians  .  .  2398  33 
Brothertown  Indians  .  2142  79 
Stockbridge  Indians     .      371  00 


Total 


17,137  16 


In  the  course  of  our  excursions  round  Canandaigua,  we  went  to 
visit  the  remains  of  two  very  ancient  Indian  forts  which  are  still 
to  be  traced  here,  the  one  to  the  east  and  the  other  to  the  west  of 
the  town,  about  a  mile  distant  in  each  direction.  We  were  accompa- 
nied in  this  excursion  by  the  venerable  Judge  Attwater,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  here,  who  had  resided  in  Canandaigua  nearly  half  a 
century,  and  remembered  it  a  perfect  forest  where  the  principal 
houses  now  stand.  The  western  fort,  when  he  first  saw  it,  had  a 
parapet  or  breastwork  of  four  feet  high  all  round,  though  evidenUy 
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much  diminished  from  its  original  height  by  time  and  decay.    At 

!)re8eDt  all  that  was  to  be  seen  was  the  outline  of  the  mounds,  with 
jBunt  traces  of^  the  ditch  surrounding  it ;  but  the  whole  surface  was 
coTered  with  an  orchard  of  rich  fruit-trees,  and  the  ground  between 
these  was  at  that  moment  under  the  plough,  so  that  in  a  very  few 
years  every  vestige  of  this  fort  will  be  gone. 

The  fort  on  the  east  of  the  town  has  not  such  distinct  elevations, 
hut  it  has  a  more  perfect  ditch ;  and  this  is  entirely  covered  with 
trees  of  the  secondary  growth,  forming  a  deep  and  solemn  shade, 
that  harmonizes  well  with  the  solitude  and  abandonment  of  the 
place.  The  view  from  hence  is  extensive  and  beautiful,  and  witha 
judicious  selection  of  the  larger  trees  to  be  left  standing,  it  would 
make  a  beautiful  spot  for  a  dwelling,  to  which  purpose  it  will,  no 
doubt,  ere  long  be  devoted.  Each  of  these  forts  contained  about 
thirty  acres  in  area,  and  from  both  had  been  taken  many  interest- 
mg  relics  of  Indian  warfare,  in  tomahawks  and  other  weapons,  as 
well  as  articles  of  dress,  especially  the  more  ornamented  and  least 
perishable  parts,  with  pipes  variously  devised,  and  adorned  with 
silver  and  other  inlayings  of  metal- work. 

The  Senecas,  by  whom  these  forts  were  last  occupied — though 
many  suppose  them  not  to  have  been  built  by  them,  but  by  a  peo- 
ple anterior  to  their  day,  and  more  civilized — were  among  the  most 
warlike  of  all  the  Six  Nations,  and  often  made  excursions  to  the 
country  of  the  south  for  purposes  of  conquest  or  victory.  ^In  the 
narrative  of  Mary  Jameson,  the  '^  White  Woman,"  when  speaking 
of  her  last  husband,  Hioakatoo,  a  Seneca  chief,  who  died  m  1811 
on  the  banks  of  the  Genesee  River,  aged  103  years,  she  says : 

*'In  the  year  1731  he  was  appointed  a  runner,  to  assist  in  collecting 
an  army  to  go  affainst  the  Cotawpas  (or  Catawbas),  the  Cherokees,  and 
other  Southern  Indians.  A  large  army  was  collected,  and  after  a  long 
and  fatiguing  march,  they  met  their  enemies  in  what  was  then  called 
'  the  low,  dark,  and  bloody  lands,^  near  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  in 
what  is  now  called  the  State  of  Kentucky.  The  Cotawpas  and  their 
associates  had  by  some  means  been  apprized  of  their  approach,  and  lay 
in  ambush  to  take  them  at  once,  when  they  should  come  within  their 
reach,  and  destroy  their  whole  army.  The  Northern  Indians,  with  their 
usual  sagacity,  discovered  the  situation  of  their  enemies,  rushed  upon 
the  ambuscade,  and  massacred  1200  on  the  spot.  The  battle  continued 
for  two  days  and  two  nights  with  the  utmost  severity,  in  which  the 
Northern  Indians  were  victorious,  and  so  far  succeeded  in  destroying 
the  Cotawpas  that  they  at  that  time  ceased  to  be  a  nation.  The  victors, 
however,  suffered  an  immense  loss  in  killed,  but  gained  the  hunting- 
ground,  which  was  their  grand  object,  though  the  Cherokees  would  not 
give  it  up  in  a  treaty,  nor  consent  to  make  peace.  Bows  and  arrows 
were  at  that  time  in  general  use,  though  a  few  guns  were  also  employed.'* 

Hie  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  Cherokees  are  in  the  act  of 
leaving  these  hunting-grounds,  which  they  would  not  cede,  to  go 
beyond  the  Mississippi ;  General  Scott,  and  a  for(^  of  the  United 
States  army,  being  at  this  moment  employed  m  their  removal ;  and 
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the  Senecas  themselves^  as  we  have  already  seen,  are  also  on  the 
point  of  being  transferred  from  their  ancient  homes  to  new  terri- 
tories west  of  the  "  Father  of  Waters,"  so  that  both  the  victors 
and  the  vanquished  are  now  in  a  progressive  course  cf  extinction. 
The  destructive  wars  which  formed  the  chief  occupation  of  their 
ancestors  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the  great  diminution  of  their 
numbers  in  the  years  that  preceded  the  American  Revolution.  The 
excessive  use  of  intoxicating  spirits  has  operated  with  still  more 
destroying  force  since  that  period ;  and  of  late  years,  disease,  in 
every  form  and  shape,  has  added  to  the  number  of  those  who  per- 
ish. In  a  letter  recently  published  by  Mr.  Catlin,  the  celebrated 
Indian  traveller,  are  the  following  painful  details.on  this  subject : 

'*  Only  one  year  and  a  half  ago  I  was  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  Up- 
per Mississippi,  where  I  beheld  the  frightful  effects  of  the  smallpox 
among  the  Winnebagoes  and  Sioux.  Every  other  man  among  them 
was  destroyed  by  it ;  and  Owa-be-sliau,  the  greatest  man  of  the  Sioux, 
with  half  of  his  hand,  died  under  the  corners  of  fences,  in  little  groups, 
to  which  kindred  ties  held  them  in  ghastly  death,  with  their  bodies 
swollen  and  covered  with  pustules,  their  eyes  blinded,  and  hideously 
howling  their  death-song  in  utter  despair ;  affectionately  clinging  to  each 
other's  necks  with  one  hand,  and  grasping  bottles  of  whiskey  m  the  other.'* 

Among  many  other  statements  which  from  time  to  time  appear 
in  the  American  newspapers  corroborative  of  this  spread  of  dis- 
ease among  the  Indian  tribes,  the  following  is  taken  from  a  very 
recent  journal  on  the  subject : 

"  Pestilence  in  America. — A  mortal  plague,  said  to  be  the  same  as 
the  *  Black  Death,*  which  raged  so  fatally  in  England  and  in  Europe 
some  five  or  six  centuries  ago,  has  broken  out  in  the  western  and  south- 
western borders  of  the  United  States.  As  yet  it  has  been  exclusively 
confined  to  the  Indians.  It  attacks  the  head  and  loins  suddenly,  and 
with  dreadful  pain ;  and  in  about  two  hours  the  victim  is  a  corpse.  The 
body  then  swells  enormously,  and  turns  instantly  black.  Some  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  fearful  progress  and  havoc  of  death  on  the  prairies, 
from  the  fact  that  within  a  few  weeks  more  than  33,000  savages  died. 
Of  a  lodge  of  1600  Mandans  (a  noble  tribe),  only  35  remained  alive. 
10,600  Assineboins  have  died ;  and  deserted  wigwams,  newly-made 
mounds,  or  putrifying  corpses,  attended  only  by  the  croaking  raven  and 
the  screaming  eagle,  mark  the  mournful  desolation  of  the  Indian  forests 
and  prairies.  The  Crows  and  Black-feet,  so  eloquently  described  in 
Irving's  *  Astoria*  and  *  Rocky  Mountains,*  have  suffered  dreadfully ;  and 
more  than  one  of  the  smaller  tribes  have  been  summoned,  man,  woman, 
and  papoose,  to  the  tribunal  of  Manitoulin,  the  Great  Spirit,  not  one  re- 
maining to  tell  that  they  were  once  a  nation  of  warriors !  The  disease 
is  supposed  to  have  originated  from  smallpox  among  the  traders,  and 
from  them  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  Indians,  where  it  soon 
appeared  in  the  aggravated  form  of  *  The  Black  Death.*" 

It  is  painful  to  witness  these  effects  of  the  contact  of  the  white 
race  with  the  Indians,  and  impossible  not  to  yield  assent  to  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  following  passage  frodi  Mr.  Latrobe : 

"  What  has  been  the  influence  of  the  contact  and  intercourse  of  the 
European  with  the  Indian,  we  all  know.    Where  he  found  them  poor, 
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he  left  them  poorer ;  where  one  scene  of  violence  and  vengeance  had 
been  seen,  there  many  have  since  been  acted ;  where  he  found  one  evil 
passion,  he  planted  many;  where  one  fell  disease  had  thinned  their 
ranks,  he  brought  those  of  his  blood  and  land  to  reap  a  more  abundant 
harvest.  His  vefy  gifts  were  poison :  selfish  and  inconsiderate  in  hjis 
kindness,  he  was  verjkbitter  in  his  revenge  and  anger :  he  excited  the 
passion  of  the  savage  tor  his  own  purposes,  and  when  it  raged  against 
nim,  he  commenced  the  work  of  extermination. 

'*  No  one  who  reads  the  history  of  these  countries  since  their  first 
settlement  can  draw  any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  white  man 
secretly,  with  his  grasping  hand,  selfish  policy,  and  want  of  faith,  has 
been,  in  almost  every  case,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  cause  of  the  hor- 
rors which  he  afterward  rose  to  retaliate.  That  the  wrath  of  the  Indian, 
"when  excited,  was  terrible,  his  anger  cruel,  and  his  blows  indiscriminate, 
falling  almost  always  on  the  comparatively  innocent ;  and  that  defence, 
and  perhaps  retaliation,  then  became  necessary  to  save  the  country  from 
the  repetition  of  those  fearful  scenes  of  murder  and  torture,  which  make 
the  early  history  of  the  settlements  a  marvel  and  a  romance,  is  also  to 
be  allowed ;  but  the  settlement  of  the  whites  in  America  is,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  a  foul  blot  upon  Christendom." 

The  climate  of  Canandaigua  is  much  praised  for  being  healthier 
and  milder  than  in  most  other  parts  of  the  State  of  New-York. 
At  the  period  of  our  visit  it  was  extremely  hot,  the  thermometer 
ranging  at  about  85°  in  the  month  of  September ;  but,  though  the 
sun  was  so  scorching  that  all  classes  of  people,  even  the  men  ia 
the  ordinary  ranks  of  life,  sheltered  themselves  from  its  power  by 
the  use  of  an  umbrella^  the  fresh  air  from  the  lake  made  the  at- 
mosphere agreeable  in  the  shade.  The  town  is  also  conadered 
unusually  healthy^  and  certainly  the  appearance  of  the  inhabitants 
bore  out  that  supposition,  which  corroborates  the  opinion  forned 
by  President  Dwight  and  Dr.  Ludlow  on  the  medical  topography 
of  Western  New-York,  conveyed  by  them  in  the  following  extract : 

"  From  the  pulmonary  consumption,  so  frequent  elsewhere,  they  (tlie 
inhabitants  of  this  town)  are  in  a  great  measure  exempted.  Dr.  W.,  of 
Canandaigua,  a  physician  in  extensive  practice,  informed  me  that,  durin|r 
the  ten  years  of  his  residence  there,  onlv  three  persons  within  his  knowl- 
edge had  died  of  the  consumption  in  that  township  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. He  also  observed  that  most  of  the  diseases  found  on  the  sea- 
coast  were  unknown  there,  and  that  he  believed  the  fever  and  ague  to 
be  not  improbably  the  cause  of  this  exemption.  As  I  passed  through 
Sheffield,  in  Massachusetts,  I  was  informed,  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  be  rationally  Questioned,  that  the  consumption  is  also  very  rare  in 
that  town.  Should  there  be  no  error  in  this  account,  it  will  deserve  in- 
quiry whether  the  infrequency  of  this  desease  in  the  Southern  States  is 
not  owing  more  tp  the  fever  and  ague  than  to  the  warmth  of  the  cUmate ; 
or  pefhaps,  in  better  words,  whether  the  tendencies  to  disease  in  the 
human  frame  do  not,  in  particular  tracts,  flow  in  this  siiigle  channel  ? 
Should  the  result  of  this  mquiry  be  an  affirmative  answer,  Canandaigua 
may  hereafter  become  a  more  convenient  retreat  for  persons  subject  to 
pulmonic  affections  than  the  Southern  States.'' 

Among  the  meteorological  phenomena  occafflonally  seen  here, 

ipras  one  that  occurred  on  the  Canandaigua  Lake  only  a  few  days 

before  our  arrival,  and  which  may  be  l^  described  in  the  Ian- 
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euage  of  one  of  the  many  persons  who  saw  it,  and  who  describes 
It  m  the  following  cooununication.    He  says : 

'*  On  Saturday,  the  25th  of  August,  1838,  at  i  o*clo<^  P.M.,  a  sudden 
aquall  from  the  northwest  swept  across  the  suijiee  of  the  lake,  which 
till  then  had  been  calm  and  unruffled.  While  i^pdiing  the  altered  ap- 
pearance of  the  lake,  one  portion  of  its  surface  was  tosaed  by  the  action 
of  the  wind  into  a  white  spray,  which  kept  movinjf  along  in  a  southeast 
direction.  As  it  approached  the  eastern  shore,  a  thin  white  column  of 
▼apour  rose  in  the  air,  waving  to  and  fro  like  a  huge  serpent  in  a  per- 
pendicular position.  Directly  above  this  column,  though  apparently  un- 
connected with  it,  was  a  much  larger  column  of  spray,  performing  rapid 
evolutions  in  the  air,  increasing  in  dimensions  as  it  rose  into  the  clouds 
to  the  height  of  between  200  and  300  feet,  and  thus  presenting  very  mUch 
the  appearance  of  the  volume  of  smoke  which  issues  from  the  funnel  of 
a  steam-vessel  in  motion.  This  appearance  was  maintained,  without 
much  change,  for  the  space  of  between  ten  and  twelve  minutes,  during 
which  the  white  spray  on  the  surface  of  the  lake  (forming  the  base  from 
which  the  column  of  vapour  arose)  gradually  contracted  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  at  last  disappeared  altogether.  A  few  seconds  after  this  the 
two  columns  gradually  disappeared,  merging  themselves  into  the  heavy 
clouds  which  obscured  the  sky.*' 

Daring  our  stay  at  Canandaigua  there  was  a  Democratic  Con- 
vention of  the  young  men  of  the  state,  who  met  here  on  the  6th 
of  September,  to  organize  measures  and  pass  resolutions  in  favoiur 
of  the  present  admmistration,  and  to  support,  by  all  the  means 
within  their  power,  the  election  of  Democratic  candidates  for  the 
State  Legislature,  as  well  as  the  Democratic  governor,  and  mem- 
bers to  the  general  Congress  at  the  ensuing  elections.  The  meet- 
ing was  largely  attended,  as  delegates  chosen  by  the  several 
to^ms  in  the  county  of  Ontario,  of  which  this  is  the  county  town^ 
came  in  from  their  respective  residences,  each  bringing  a  large 
mimber  of  his  fellow-townsmen  with  him  as  companions.  They 
h^an  to  arrive  as  early  as  ten  o'clock,  in  pgs,  phaetons,  cars, 
oarts,  and  wagons ;  all  those  in  the  uncovered  carriages  spreading 
their  umbrellas,  as  the  heat  was  intense,  but  none  walking  that  we 
could  discover.  They  all  dined  at  the  hotel  at  one  o'clock,  and  at 
two  they  repaired  to  the  courthouse  for  business. 

I  was  invited  to  attend  their  proceedings  and  take  a  seat  among 
Qie  leaders,  but  I  preferred  going  as  an  ordinary  spectator,  and  re- 
mained, therefore,  in  the  rear,  with  the  body  of  the  meeting. 
Everything  was  done  with  the  greatest  order  and  propriety ;  but, 
to  an  English  taste,  there  was  a  coldness,  formality,  and  want  of 
life  and  enthusiasm  about  it  which  made  it  very  tame.  This  arose 
chiefly,  no  doubt,  from  the  meeting  being  composed  wholly  of  men 
of  the  same  party,  so  that  no  opposition  was  either  feared  or  ex- 
pected, and  everybody  knew  beforehand  how  the  matter-'would 
end ;  but  it  was  partly  from  the  habitual  manner  of  the  people  of 
the  country  to  transact  all  their  public  business  in  this  cold  and,  to 
118  it  would  seem^  lifeless  manner. 
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Thongli  it  had  been  previously  arranged  who  should  be  the 
ijiainnan  of  the  Convention,  the  form  was  gone  through  of  propo- 
siog,  seconding,  and  voting  the  individual  into  the  chair.  A  sec- 
retuy  was  then  nominated,  by  whom  the  names  of  the  delegates 
sent  by  the  different  |pwns  were  read  over ;  and  these,  answering 
to  their  names,  rose  and  went  within  the  bar,  the  meeting  being 
held  in  the  courthouse,  or,  as  we  should  say,  the  town  hall.  The 
chairman  then  opened  the  business  of  the  meeting  by  a  short  speech; 
but  therejvas  no  cheering  when  he  rose,  no  clapping  of  hands  to 
welcome  nis  appomtment,  no  sign  whatever,  in  short,  of  approba* 
tion  or  the  reverse. 

He  proceeded  to  assert  that  the  Federal  party  or  Whigs,  having 
been  elated  with  their  recent  successes  in  the  elections,  and  leaving 
no  stone  unturned  to  accomplish  their  ol^t,  were  now;  resolved  to 
make  a  ^last  desperate  struggle  to  wrest  the  power  from  the  hands 
of  the  present  administration,  and  seize  the  reins  of  government ; 
but  when  he  saw  the  extent  of  the  present  meeting,  and  knew  the 
high  and  firm  resolves  by  which  they  had  pledged  themselves  to 
support  the  only  true  liberty  known  in  the  world,  the  republicanism 
or  democracy  of  the  United  States,  he  felt  assured  that,  come  what 
would,  the  couacy  of  Ontario  would  do  its  duty.  Neither  here^ 
however,  nor  at  the  close  of  his  speech,  nor,  indeed,  at  any^period  of 
the  proceedings,  was  there  the  slightest  manifestation  of  sympathy 
by  any  expression  whatever;  while  in  England,  at  such  a  meeting 
and  on  such  an  occasion,  even  if  it  had  been  composed,  like  this, 
of  the  people  of  one  par^  only,  there  would  have  been  clapping  of 
hinds,  loud  cries  of  ^  hear,  hear,"  or  cheering  and  expressions  of 
approbation  at  the  sentiments,  the  speaker,  or  the  cause. 

The  next  step  was  to  move  that  a  committee  be  appmnted,  to 
consist  of  one  delegate  from  each  toven,  to  retire  and  prepare  reso- 
lutions ;  this  was  seconded,  and  put  to  the  vote  by  the  chairman, 
those  who  approved  of  the  resolution  being  requested  to  say  ^  Ay," 
and  the  contrary  *^  No,"  as  in  the  English  House  of  Commons,  but 
not  by  holding  up  their  hands,  as  in  Edoglish  public  meetings.  The 
retirement  of  the  committee  to  prepare  the  resolutions  was,  how* 
ever,  a  mere  formality,  as  the  resolutions  had  been  already  prepared 
and  agreed  to  by  a  previous  meeting  of  the  delegates,  and  tii^re- 
fore,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  the  committee  reappeared  firom  their  re- 
tirement, with  their  resolutions  all  '^  ready  cut  and  dried,"  as  the 
phrase  is,  and  without  the  alteration  of  a  single  word. 

At  diis  period  of  the  proceedings,  learning  from  one  of  the  friends 
of  the  meeting  that  it  was  not  likely  there  would  be  any  speeches 
of  interest  or  importance,  and  that  the  resolutions  would  most 
probably  be  put  all  together  and  passed  as  one,  vrithout  opposi- 
tion or  remark,  I  withdrew,  having  been  present  for  nearly  two 
kottrs,  without  anything  of  interest  to  rewaitl  the  stay. 

There  are  two  weekly  newspapers  in  Canandaigua,  one  main* 
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taining  the  principles  of  the  Whigs,  and  one  df  the  Democrats ;  bat 
they  have  marked  or  distinguishing  featm-es  to  require  observa- 
tion. The  question  of  the  election  of  the  new  governor  of  the  state 
excited  more  than  usual  interest  here,  because  the  person  likely  to 
be  put  in  nomination  as  the  Whig  candidatepMr.  Grainger,  resides 
in  Canandaigua,  and  is  very  popular  with  vis  party ;  but  for  the 
same  reason,  the  Democrats  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent 
his  return. 

As  we  had  apartments  in  the  principal  hotel  of  Canai^aigua,  at 
which  all  the  stage-coaches  goinjg  on  this  road  stop  on  their  way  to 
and  fro  between  Albany  and  Buftalo,  our  attention  was  particularly 
drawn  to  the  great  number  of  carriages  passing  and  repassing  at  all 
hours  of  the  day  and  night  The  public  stages  were  thib  roost  numer^ 
ous,  and  amounted  to  at  least  twenty  coming  and  going  in  the  twen- 
ty-four hours,  each  drawn  Ly  four  horses,  and  each  carrying  nine 
y  passengers ;  the  rest  were  what  are  called  "  extras,"  that  is,  stage- 
coaches of  exactly  the  same  size  and  description  as  the  others,  and 
drawn  also  by  four  horses,  but  taken  by  ^  party,  as  a  post-chaise 
would  be  in  England,  and  at  the  entire  connnand  of  the  occupiers 
as  to  time  of  setting  out,  rate  of  travelling,  and  «o  on.  No  persons, 
as  far  as  we  had  observed  or  could  hear  of,  ever  txavelled  in  their 
own  carriages  with  post-horses,  nor  would  it  be  prudent  that  they 
should  do  so,  unless  they  had  stage-coaches  made  for  their  own 
purpose ;  because,  from  the  roughness  of  the  best  roads,  a  chariot, 
or  barouche,  such  as  is  used  by  families  in  the  towns,  would  be  sha- 
ken to  pieces  in  a  single  journey. 

The  horses  seemed  to  me  more  uniformly  good  than  in  England^ 
though  there  are  none  so  fine  and  beautiful  as  the  noble  carriage- 
horses  of  the  rich  in  London ;  but  they  are  certainly  above  the  av- 
erage of  those  used  in  the  public  conveyances  of  England,  being 
less  worked  and  better  fed,  though  they  do  not  appear  to  so  mu^ 
advantage,  from  the  inferior  condition  of  their  harness.  The  tails 
of  the  horses  are  never  cut ;  and,  remembering  the  beauty  of  the 
horses  of  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Arabia,  they  lookaJ,  to  my  eye,  more 
graceful  and  natural  with  this  fine  appendage  of  beauty  than  when 
cropped,  as  at  home. 

Even  in  this  comparatively  remote  and  retired  spot  I  met  with 
some  old  acquaintances ;  among  others,  Mr.  Weddell,  of  Hull,  for- 
merly an  owner  of  steam-vessels  there,  but  recently  settled  on  a  farm 
'«  of  his  own,  within  six  miles  of  the  village,  and  prospering  as  an 
agriculturist  He  had  heard  my  lectures  in  Hull  some  seven  or 
eight  years  ago,  and  now  came  in  with  all  his  family  and  depend- 
ants to  hear  them  in  Canandaigua.  Another  and  more  intimate 
acquaintance  was  Captain  Monteith,  of  the  17th  Lancers,  who  had 
served  under  Col.  Lincoln  Stanhope,  and  with  CoL  Perronett 
Thompson,  the  member  for  Hull,  in  Guzerat,  and  whom  I  had 
known  as  an  ardent  reformer — as  far  as  it  was  safe  for  a  military 
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man  to  be  so-— in  Calcutta  during  the  period  when  the  persecu- 
tions against  the  freedom  of  the  press  ran  highest  Our  meeting 
was  very  a^eeable  to  us  both,  as  it  enabled  us  to  enjoy  our  In- 
dian reminiscences^with  mutual  satisfaction.  He  was  now  settled 
on  a  fine  estate,  with,  his  family,  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  at  a 
distance  of  eight  miles  from  Canandaigua,  and  expressed  himself 
delighted  with  the  country,  its  institutions,  climate,  and  society. 

In  talking;  with  native  Americans  on'  the  subject  of  their  own 
countryy;^eir  dwellings,  farms,  gardens,  &c,  every  foreigner  must 
observe  their  pecuUar  sensitiveness  to  any  remark,  which,  however 
well  meant,  should  have  the  effect  of  satisfying  them  that  you  saw 
zny  imperfections  in  either.  In  such  cases,  it  is  almost  invariably 
their  practi(^  to  say, ''  Ah,  but  you  do  not  make  sufficient  allow- 
ances for  the  newness  of  the  country ;  consider  that  we  were  but 
yesterday,  as  it  were,  in  a  wilderness,  and  that  the  very  forest-trees 
have  their  roots  still  in  the  middle  of  our  streets.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances," they  will  add,  "  you  must  allow  that  it  is  very  well 
for  a  young  country."  At  Canandaigua,  however,  I  had  an  op- 
portumty  of  seeing  what  could  be  done,  even  in  a  wilderness  of 
yesterday,  by  persons  having  the  requisite  liberality  to  expend  their 
meanf  in  improvements,  and  the  requisite  taste  to  direct  their  la- 
boars. 

Mr.  Qfeig,  a  Scotch  gentleman  by  birth,  came  here  about  forty 
years  ago  as  the  land-agent  of  Mr.  Patrick  Colquhoun,  the  cele- 
brated author  of  the  work  on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis,  and  of 
Governor  Hornby,  of  England,  both  of  whom  were  owners  of  lands 
which  they  had  purchased  in  this  region.  During  the  period  of 
his  residence  here,  Mr.  Greig  acquired  a  very  handsome  property 
by  his  own  industry  and  talents ;  and,  marrying  the  granddaughter 
of  the  celebrated  Oliver  Phelps,  the  first  purchaser  and  settler  of 
the  country,  he  improved  his  fortune  by  this  alliance.  Mr.  Greig, 
however,  having  a  liberality  somewhat  above  that  which  thinks  no 
fnoney  well  laid  out  unless  it  is  to  bring  immediate  interest  and 
>|Mrofit  in  return,  has  devoted  a  laree  portion  of  his  wealth  to  im- 
prdvement;  and  having  also  good  taste  in  architecture,  agricul- 
ture, and  gardening,  he  has  built  a  princely  mansion,  fumisned  it 
in  the  best  possible  style,  and  adorned  it  with  works  of  art  in 
|fEiinting  and  statuary ;  laid  out  a  beautiful  garden,  both  useful 
and  ornamental,  and,  in  short,  surrounded  himself  with  more  of 
abuidance,  fertility,  beauty,  and  refinement  combin|d  than  it  had 
yet  been  our  lot  to  see  in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  n<rt  ex- 
cepting even  the  finest  houses  in  the  largest  cities  of  the  Union. 

His  table  and  the  whole  domestic  management  of  his  household 
are  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  we  had  ever  seen  in  America ; 
and  it  was  difficult  to  persuade  ourselves  that  we  were  not  in  the 
paternal  mansion  of  some  old  English  gentleman  of  opulence  and 
taste  near  the  metropolis,  as  every  luxury  and  every  convenience 
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were  united,  with  the  greatest  order  and  quiet  among  the  servants, 
and  the  greatest  elegance  in  all  that  surrounded  us.  The  view 
from  the  cupola  of  his  roof  is  full  of  exquisite  beauty  in  the  extent 
,  and  loveliness  of  the  landscape,  as  is  all  the  rest ;  and  I  codd  not 
help  saying  to  Mr.  Orcig  that  it  would  advance  the  domestic  arts 
ana  social  refinement  a  century  at  least  in  America,  if  he  were^ 
invite  an  annual  convention  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  to  pass  a 
veek  at  his  residence,  to  take  plans,  drawings,  and  models  of  all 
they  saw,  to  make  notes  in  detail  of  all  the  processes  of  domestic 
management  in  use,  and  then  to  dismiss  them  all  to  their  several 
homes,  with  an  injunction  to  communicate  what  they  saw  to  oth- 
ers, and,  as  far  as  possible,  cany  it  out  into  practice. 

The  truth  is  (and  this  is  a  proof  of  it),  that  whatever  money  and 
taste  can  accomplish  in  England,  money  and  taste  can  accomplish 
here ;  but,  so  long  as  the  mass  of  those  who  have  mo^iey  continue 
to  think  that  it  can  never  be  well  laid  out  unless  it  is  to  brin^ 
more  money  and  profit  in  its  train,  and  so  long  as  the  taste  to  pei^ 
ceive  what  is  really  good  in  food,  fiirniture,  and  domestic  man^e^ ' 
ment  does  not  exist,  the  improvement  will  be  slow ;  but  that  slow- 
ness is  not  attributable  to  the  fact  of  America  being  a  young  coun- 
try, so  much  as  to  the  unwillingness  to  lay  out  money  except  to 
produce  gain. 

A  tablet  has  been  affixed  to  the  portico  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  here  t^  Mr.  Grdg,  to  the  memory  of  his  former  friend  and 
patron,  the  late  Patrick  Colquhoun,  which  is  alike  honourable  to 
both ;  and  as  it  is  agreeable  to  place  on  record  the  instances  in 
which  distinguished  merit  obtains  a  wide-spread  recognition,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  I  obtained  a  copy  of  the  inscnption,  wluch 
will  be  found  among  the  papers  in  the  Appendix.' 
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,  Mk  Of^g  mentioned  to  us  a  curious  fact  respecting  the  easy  re* 

movaF  of  bouses  in  this  country,  of  which,  indeed,  Canandaieua  had 
furnished  several  examples,  he  being  the  first  to  commence  it.  He 
said  )hat  tb^  first  house  he  occupied  stood  just  in  front  of  his  present 
nian^n ;  and  \«li6n  this  was  completed — which  I  was  surprised  to 
learn  was  accomplished  in  two  seasons,  and  every  portion  of  the 
work,  beautiful  as  it  was,  executed  by  mechanics  of  the  village — 
Ids  family  moved  from  the  old  house  mto  the  new  one,  which  was 
just  in  its  rear.  Instead,  however,  of  pulling  down  the  old  hou^ 
and  removing  the  materials,  which  would  have  been  the  process 
observed  in  England,  the  whole  house  was  lifted  up  from  its  found- 
ations, and  rollers  being  placed  under  the  whole,  it  was  removed 
to  a  considerable  distance,  and  appropriated  as  a  parsonage-house 
^  to  a  new  clergyman  that  had  just  amved  in  the  village,  for  whom 
a  dwelling  was  wanted,  and  in  whose  occupancy  it  now  remains. 
Another  mstance  was  the  removal  of  a  large  courthouse,  one  of 
.  the  largest  and  best  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  place.  The  ori* 
giiial  position  which  it  occupied  was  not  deemed  favourable,  and 
it  was  ^accordingly  lifted  up,  placed  on  rollers,  and  removed  from 
one  partiof  the  town  to  anotner,  and  ultimately  set  down  side  by 
fide  with  the  postoiBce  and  townhouse,  to  form  one  side  of  a  pul>- 
lie  square  just  opposite  the  principal  hotel,  where  it  still  remains. 
Still  another  instance  was  added,  in  the  removal  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  with  its  lofty  spire,  one  of  the  largest  places  of  worship  in 
Canandaigua.  This  was  brought  from  its  original  position  into  the 
middle  of  the  principal  street,  and  then  gradually  drawn  by  a^long 
train  of  horses  and  oxen  up  the  hill  and  along  the  street,  until  it 
arrived  opposite  its  newly-chosen  locality,  where  it  was  more  adt 
yantageously  placed,  and  as  firmly  fixed  as  ever,  and  where  it  still 
remains, 
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We  left  Canandaigua  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  eighth  of 
September,  for  Auburn,  and,  following  the  jusual  stage-route  by 
"which  we  had  before  travelled  on  our  way  hither,  we  passed 
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ftroogh  the  same  places,  namely,  Geneva,  Waterloo,  Seneca  Falls, 
and  Cayuga,  all  of  which  appeared  to  us  as  beautiful  as  when  we 
first  saw  them,  and  lost  nothing  by  a  second  inspedtioiC  The  land- 
scape scenery,  indeed,  was  beginning  to  assume  a  new  aspect,  from 
the  first  appearance  of  the  autumnal  tints  of  decay  on  the  woods 
around ;  and,  few  as  they  yet  were,  their  brightness  m  the  yellows 
and  scarlets  threw  a  great  charm  over  the  forest  masses. 

The  only  incident  that  occurred  on  the  way  was  the  meeting  a 
country  funeral,  which  was  conducted  much  after  the  manner  of  a 
funeral  in  the  west  of  England  forty  years  ago.  A  plain  hearse, 
with  black  velvet  covering,  contained  the  corpse,  and  took  the 
lead  in  the  procession ;  and  following  after  this  were  not  less  than 
fifty  carriages,  cars,  and  gigs,  all  filled  with  re^>ectably-dressed 
firmers  and  their  families,  mostly  in  black,  attending  their  depart*- 
ed  friend  to  his  last  home.  There  was  an  absence  of  ostentation 
and  parade,  and  a  amplicity,  decorum,  and  earnestness  of  sorrow 
mstead,  which  made  it  at  once  natural  and  improve ;  and,  as  such^ 
greatly  more  venerable  than  the  cold  and  formal  pomp  of  funer- 
us  with  hired  mourners,  and  the  entire  absence  of  the  faioily,  as 
sometimes  seen  in  London. 

We  reached  Auburn  about  five  o*clock,  having  left  Canandai^a 
at  half  past  nine,  and  were  thus  seven  hours  and  a  half  in  going 
(hirty-nine  miles,  though  we  made  no  stoppages  to  take  refresh- 
ment on  the  road,  and  had  a  large  extra  stage,  capable  of  holding 
nine  persons,  occupied  by  four  only,  with  four  good  horses  all 
the  way ;  the  roads,  even  at  their  very  best,  are  so  rough  and 
unfavourable  to  speed,  compared  with  those  of  England.  The 
town  of  Auburn  looked  more  beautiful  than  when  we  saw  it  before; 
and  struck  us  as  even  handsomer  than  Canandaigua  as  we  entered 
it ;  and  we  found  agreeable  apartments  and  excellent  accommoda- 
tion at  one  of  the  best  houses  in  the  route,  the  American  Hotel. 

On  the  following  day  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
State-prison  at  Auburn,  having  been  provided  with  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction to  the  superintendent,  who  afforded  me  every  facility, 
and  furnished  all  the  information  I  desired.  This  prison,  which  is 
on  the  northwestern  extremity  of  the  town,  was  built  in  1816.  It 
is  a  hollow  square,  enclosed  by  a  strong  stone  wall  of  2000  feet  in 
extent,  or  five  hundred  feet  on  each  side.  The  edifice  within  this 
wall  has  a  front  of  300  feet,  facing  nearly  to  the  east,  in  the  centre 
of  which  is  the  keeper's  residence ;  and  two  wings  of  240  feet 
each  extend  behind  this  dwelling  to  the  westward.  It  is  in  these 
two  wings  that  the  cells  for  the  prisoners  are  contained,  and  be- 
tween them  is  a  grass|)lat,  with  gravel  walks.  Beyond  or  behind 
these,  to  the  westward,  is  an  open  space  called  the  yard,  surround- 
ed with  the  workshops  in  which  the  men  are  employed,  and  hav- 
ing in  the  centre  reservoirs  of  water.  The  shops,  which  are  built 
, against  the  surrounding  wall,  extend  to  nearly  1000  feet  in  length; . 
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they  are  built  of  brick,  and  are  fire-proof,  and  tbey  are  all  well  lighted 
from  their  skylights  and  the  courtyard.  The  walls  within  which 
these  shops  are  enclosed  are  thirty-five  feet  high  and  four  feet 
thick,  and  the  other  walls  of  the  prison  are  about  twenty  feet 
high  and  three  ieet  thick.  The  whole  was  erected  by  the  labour 
of  convict  prisoners,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  architect; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  while  labouring, 
the  money  actually  expended,  in  materials  and  superintendence,  ex- 
ceeded 300,000  dollars. 

The  distin^ishine  feature  of  this  state-prison  in  its  object  is, 
that  the  convicts  shaJl  be  made,  by  labour,  to  defray  all  the  expen« 
ses  of  the  establishment,  and,  if  possible,  yield  a  profit  to  the  state, 
making  the  reformation  of  the  criminal  the  subordinate  considera* 
tion.  It  is  this,  more  than  any  other  feature,  which  distinguishes  it 
from  the  Penitentiary  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  reformation  of  the 
criminal  is  the  first  object  pursued,  and  the  produce  of  the  prison- 
er's  labour  is  the  subordinate  end.  They  differ  also  matenally  in 
their  discipline ;  the  prisoners  at  Auburn  being  separated  only  at 
night,  and  brought  together  to  work  and  take  their  meals  in  com- 
pany, but  not  permitted  to  speak  to  each  other  on  any  account 
whatever,  and  hence  this  system  is  called  '^  the  Silent  System ;" 
while  at  Philadelphia  each  prisoner  is  confined  in  a  separate  cell 
from  the  time  of  his  entry  to  that  of  his  discharge,  and  never  sees, 
or  is  ever  seen  by,  any  of  his  fellow-prisoners  during  all  that  peri- 
od ;  and  hence  this  is  called  '^  the  Sohtary  System." 
>  As  profit  to  the  state  is  the  main  object  of  the  Auburn  establish- 
ment, great  pains  are  taken,  by  the  classification  of  the  prisoners 
Irho  are  acquainted  with  trades  and  the  teaching  of  those  who  are 
not,  to  make  the  workshops  produce  as  much  as  possible ;  and  for 
this  purpose  the  convicts  are  made  to  labour  about  thirteen  hours 
per  day.  The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  the  prison  is  about 
900,  and  their  total  earnings  were  59,747  dollars  fiom  labour  per- 
formed and  articles  manufactured  and  sold  during  the  last  year. 
The  ordinary  expenses  are  usually  such  as  to  leave  a  surplus  profit 
of  firom  2000  dollars  to  4000  dollars  per  annum  to  the  state ;  but 
in  the  past  year,  owing  to  various  improvements  made  in  the  pris- 
on itself,  the  expenditure  has  exceeded  the  receipts,  and,  accord- 
ingly, a  grant  of  25,000  dollars  became  necessary  to  meet  the  de- 
ficiency. The  following  statement  of  expenditure  and  receipts  for 
the  last  year,  1837,  will  show  the  details  of  each : 
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KZPKirDITUBS. 


RBCIIPT8. 


Prison 

Db.       Cta. 

238  89 

State  of  New. York  . 

Hit.     c«k 
25,000  00 

Officers  and  keepers 

13,849  32 

Cooper  shop    .    .    . 
Tool  shop    .... 

i  3,950  76 

Ouaid 

6,090  00 

1,312  45 

Matron 

240  00 

Cotton  workshop 

3,172  20 

Chaplain      .    .    .    . 

499  92 

Tailor's  shop    .    .    . 

2,980  44 

Hospital      .    .    .    . 

1,079  33 

Clock  shop      .    .    . 
Machine  shop  .    .    • 

2,190  32 

Repairs  and  Improve 

m 

4,769  06 

ments 

3,531  65 

Comb  shop  .... 

3,676  81 

Provisions  .    .    .    . 

21,684  06 

Frame  shop     .    .    . 

3,775  43 

Clothing      .    .    .    • 

3,992  81 

Cabinet  shop    .    .    . 

4,946  40 

Firewood    .    .     .    . 

2,693  52 

Carpet  shop     .    .    . 

3.583  72 

Oil  and  candles     .    . 

993  76 

Shoe  shop        .    .    . 

4,426  70 

Charcoal     .    .    .    . 

413  53 

Stone  shop  .... 

4,526  35 

Brooms 

22  08 

Smith's  shop    .    .    . 

479  25 

Horse,  &c 

196  68 

Prison 

998  53 

Stationery  .    .    .    . 

121  74 

Visiters 

1,676  25 

Postage 

54  65 

Sheriflfs 

7,398  46 

71,469  65 

Inspectors  .    .    .    . 

288  00 

Add  balance  30th  Sept. 

9 

Discharged  convicts  . 

391  00 

1836 

2,833  21 

West  yard  .    •    •    . 

5,397  73 

74,302  86 

70,077  12 

Deduct  expenditures 
Balance  30th  Sept., 

70,077  12 

N 

1837 

4,225  74 

In  consequence  of  the  variety,  excellence,  and  cheapness  of  the 
articles  made  by  the  convicts,  the  prison  wares  were  in  general 
preferred  to  those  made  by  mechanics  out  of  doors ;  and  this  class 
felt  themselves  aggrieved,  therefore,  by  the  interference  of  the 
prison  labour  with  their  usual  profits.  Accordingly,  petitions  and 
representations  were  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  the  state,  which  in- 
duced it  to  pass  an  act  in  May,  1835,  providing  that  '^  no  mechan- 
ical trade  shall  hereafter  be  taught  to  convicts  in  the  state-prisons 
of  New- York,  except  the  making  of  those  articles  of  which  the 
chief  supply  for  tl^  consumption  of  the  country  is  imported  from 
foreign  countries ;''  and  also  enacting  that  '^  in  all  those  branches 
of  business  in  which  the  consumption  of  the  country  is  chiefly  sufy- 
plied  without  foreign  importation,  the  number  of  convicts  to  be 
employed  or  let  shall  be  limited  by  the  number  of  convicts  who 
had  learned  a  trade  before  coming  to  the  prison."  The  object  of 
this  law  was  to  protect  the  labour  of  the  honest  mechanic  outside 
the  prison  against  the  competition  of  the  cheaper  labour  of  the 
criminal  within  its  walls.  But  the  effect  has  been  to  throw  a  great 
number  of  the  convicts  out  of  employment  altogether,  and  thus  to 
produce  the  double  evil  of  lessening  the  ability  of  the  directors  to 
maintain  the  establishment  by  the  profit  of  convict  labour,  and 
compelling  them  to  apply  for  grants  from  the  state,  and  also  to  re- 
lax the  discipline,  and  make  the  government  of  the  prison  more 
difficult,  by  turning  occupied  criminals  into  idle  ones. 
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This  feature  of  the  Aubara  system,  that  it  should  be  self-sup- 
porting,  or  even  yield  a  surplus  profit  to  the  state,  may  for  the  pres- 
ent, therefore,  be  considered  to  have  ceased ;  and  its  future  claiois 
to  imitation  or  adoption  in  other  countries  will  depend  on  the  other 
feature,  that  of  its  combining  labour  in  company  with  solitary  con- 
finement at  night,  and  perfect  silence  during  both  these  periods. 
Before  entermg  on  this  subject,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  present 
some  farther  statistical  details. 

Among  3000  convictions,  extending  over  20  years,  from  1817  ta 
1836,  selected  for  analysis,  the  following  numbers  appear  to  be  the 
principal  classes  of  crimes :  larceny,  156o ;  forgery,  303 ;  burglary^ 
26  i  ;  making  or  passing  counterfeit  money,  253 ;  perjury,  95;  at- 
tempt to  kill,  86 ;  attempt  at  rape,  67 ;  manslaughter,  54 ;  arson, 
42 ;  rape,  41 ;  swindling,  37 ;  bigamy,  34 ;  robbery,  29 ;  receiving 
stolen  goods,  16;  murder,  11;  felony,  8;  incest,  7;  sodomy,  8; 
poisoning,  3.  The  rest  were  misdemeanours  and  attempts  to  es- 
cape. Of  the  whole  number  of  3000,  the  females  were  only  lOl, 
the  negroes  270,  and  Indians  26.  Of  second  convictions  the^ 
were  142,  of  third  convictions  14,  and  of  fourth  convictions  1. 
Those  bom  in  the  State  of  New-York  amounted  to  1403,  those 
firom  other  parts  of  the  United  States  were  1022,  and  those  firom 
other  countries  were  575. 

Of  the  causes  that  led  to  the  commisaon  of  the  various  crimes 
for  which  the  prisoners  were  condemned,  ignorance  and  intemper- 
ance were,  as  usual,  the  most  productive,  and  this  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  returns  from  the  chaplain's  report  for  1838 : 

"  1233  convicts  sentenced  to  this  prison  may  be  classed,  with  reference 
to  their  education,  former  habits,  &c.,  as  follows : 

Intemperate 934 

Temperate  drinkers  .    .    .    S75 
Total  abstinents    ....      S3 

1332 

Under  the  influence  of  liquor 
at  the  time  of  committing 
crimes 736 

Had  intemperate  parents  or 
guardians 458 

Others  not  so  influenced  38 


Of  collegiate  education  .  .  3 
Of  academical  ditto  ...  13 
Could  read,  write,  and  cipher  351 
Could  read  and  write  only  .  311 
Could  read  only  ....  273 
Could  not  read  the  Bible    .    283 

1332 

Excessively  intemperate  .  457 
Moderately  ditto   ....    477 

934 

1339 

Many  of  t&ese,  however,  desperate  as  their  cases  were,  have 
been  reclaimed  by  the  influence  of  education  and  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  gone  out 
into  the  world  reformed,  fully  prepared  to  lead  a  sober  and  honest 
life. 

It  appears,  too,  by  a  table  framed  from  the  records  of  the  prison, 
and  imbodied  in  the  chaplain's  report^  that  out  of  1735  convicts 
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diacharged  i^ce  the  year  1824,  there  have  been  only  103  recon* 
victioDS,  a  small  fraction  more  than  one  out  of  17;  whereas  in 
some  of  the  older  prisons  they  have  been  as  frequent  as  one  to  four, 
one  to  three,  and  even  one  to  two ;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  best 
proof  that  can  be  offered  of  the  reformation  effected  by  the  disci- 
pline pursued. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  carefully  attended  to,  and  the 
statements  on  this  subject  must  be  as  acceptable  to  the  philanthro- 
pist as  those  already  given,  considering  how  much  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  is  aggravated  by  disease,  and  how  severely  the 
mental  pains  of  solitude  must  be  augmented  by  the  sufferings  of 
the  body. 

The  discipline  of  the  prison  may  be  thus  described :  At  night 
every  convict  is  confined  in  a  separate  cell,  the  cells  being  arranged 
in  galleries  or  stories,  one  over  the  other,  of  which  there  are  five 
in  the  two  principal  wings,  with  a  balcony  or  platform  running  along 
in  front  of  each,  and  a  communication  from  one  balcony  to  another 
by  open  stairs.  The  cells,  of  which  I  was  permitted  to  make  the 
freest  inspection,  were  much  smaller  than  those  in  the  prisons  of 
Philadelphia,  being  not  more  than  seven  feet  by  five,  and  in  this 
was  contained  the  hammock  of  the  prisoner,  and  such  few  clothes 
as  he  possessed  (the  prison  dress  being  a  striped  cotton  or  woollen 
imiform),  and  a  convenience  for  his  necessary  wants.  The  door 
was  low,  narrow,  and  formed  of  crossed  iron  bars,  with  suflScient 
opening  for  light  and  air,  but  still  gloomy  within.  From  these 
cells  they  are  all  summoned  by  signal  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  and  marched  in  single  rows  or  files,  under  their  appointed 
leaders,  to  their  workshops,  where  they  labour  till  breakfast,  but 
are  not  permitted  to  speak  to  each  other,  or  even  communicate  by 
signs,  for  the  prevention  of  which  a  keeper  is  placed  with  each 
gang;  and  any  infringement  of  this  regulation  is  punished  by  the 
infliction  of  the  whip. 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  for  them  to  take  their  meals  in  a 
large  hall  together,  all  standing,  and  with  the  same  rigorous  ob- 
servance of  silence ;  but  the  resources  of  the  prison  falling  short, 
and  additional  economy  having  to  be  studied  in  all  thmgs,  the^ 
have  abolished  this  plan  of  their  eating  together,  because  it  requi- 
red the  presence  of  about  twenty  female  attendants  to  serve  them, 
and  their  wages  were  an  item  worth  saving.  They  are  now, 
therefore,  marched  from  the  workshop  to  their  cells,  where  each 
prisoner  has  his  rations  served  to  him  with  less  labour  and  expense, 
and  the  female  attendants  are  discharged.  This  change  has  been 
very  recent,  as  1  was  shown  the  hall  and  tables  still  standing, 
though  now  no  longer  used.  An  hour  is  allowed  for  breakfast  and 
an  hour  for  dinner ;  but,  with  these  exceptions,  their  labour  is  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day  for  thirteen  hours,  and  a  most  vigilant 
guard  is  kept  over  them  during  all  the  time  so  as  to  prevent  their 
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spealdng,  and,  if  possiblci  to  prevent  their  communicating  with 
each  other  by  any  other  means ;  but  all  the  yigilance  that  can  be 
used  is  inadequate  to  accomplish  this. 

There  are  no  longer  any  females  in  the  Auburn  prison.  Th^e 
were  recently  about  30  only,  and  the  number  rarely  exceeded  60, 
even  when  the  men  were  above  900.  But  it  having  been  deter- 
mined to  build  a  separate  department  for  females,  attached  to  the 
State-prison  at  Singsing,  which  is  under  the  same  system  of  man- 
agement as  this,  they  were  removed,  about  a  week  ago,  under  the 
chief  superintendent,  to  that  spot 

On  the  Sabbath  Divine  service  is  performed  in  the  chapel,  when 
all  who  are  able  are  made  to  attend.  I  was  permitted  to  be  pres- 
ent at  their  worship,  when  630  were  in  attendance.  It  was  held 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  in  order  that  the  officers  and  the  keepers, 
when  the  convicts  had  closed  their  service  and  were  locked  up, 
might  attend  their  X)wn  churches  in  the  town.  The  chaplain  who 
led  the  devotions  was  a  young  man,  and  apparently  much  in  ear- 
nest ;  his  prayers  were  rather  for  them  than  with  them ;  and  no 
hjrmns  were  sung,  as  it  might  be  well  supposed  that  few  could, 
without  hypocrisy,  express  the  sentiments  which  these  compositions 
usually  contain.  The  sermon  was  a  written  one,  and  was  accord- 
ingly read  to  the  prisoners.  It  was,  however,  simple  and  appro- 
pnate,  dwelling  on  the  necessity  of  repentance,  and  the  danger, 
the  folly,  and  the  wickedness  of  delay.  I  paid  the  utmost  atten- 
tion to  the  countenances  of  the  convicts,  for  which  I  was  favoura- 
bly situated,  being  on  the  elevated  platform  with  the  officers,  right 
in  front  of,  and  opposite  to  them.  1  could  not  trace,  however,  the 
least  sign  of  emotion  in  any.  Indifference  was  the  most  prevalent 
condition,  as  I  thought,  though  there  was  the  strictest  silence  and 
the  utmost  exterior  decorum. 

There  were  about  fifty  negroes  among  the  convicts,  and  these 
were  seated  promiscuously  amone  the  whites,  no  distinction  of  col- 
our being  observed ;  the  forms  of  the  heads  and  expressions  of  the 
countenances  were  very  bad,  and  suc^  as  one  would  dislike,  even 
if  seen  in  an  assembly  of  unconvicted  persons;  but  those  of  the 
whites  were  decidedly  worse  than  those  of  the  negroes ;  that  is, 
more  indicative  of  vicious  propensities  and  evil  passions.  One  man 
was  pomted  out  to  me  as  imprisoned  a  second  time,  though  a  man 
of  some  property ;  and  the  last  conviction  was  for  the  murder  of 
his  own  child,  whom  he  had  deliberately  whipped  to  death  in  cold 
blood,  the  flogging  being  continued  for  an  hour  and  .a  half,  and  the 
poor  little  victim  expiring  imder  the  lash !  and  yet  he  seemed  to  be 
the  most  demurely  attentive  of  all  the  number  during  the  whole 
of  the  religious  service. 

After  the  closing  prayer  and  benediction,  during  which  the  pris- 
oners stood  up,  they  all  resumed  their  seats,  until,  a  signal  being 
given  by  the  knocking  of  a  large  key  against  the  badk  of  the  last 
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row  of  benches,  about  fifty  rose  up,  formed  into  a  single  file  or  line, 
and,  folding  their  anns  across  theu*  breasts,  and  prcssuig  quite  close 
to  each  other,  they  were  marched  with  military  step  by  their  keep- 
er to  their  respective  cells,  and  there  locked  up  for  the  day,  having 
taken  in  the  morning  two  rations,  one  for  their  breakfast  and  one 
for  dinner,  each  to  be  eaten  in  the  cell,  as  no  one  was  permitted 
to  come  out  after  the  shutting  up  at  the  close  of  service ;  and  this, 
of  course,  released  all  the  keepers  and  attendants  for  their  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Sabbath  with  their  friends. 

As  soon  as  one  gang  or  company  of  about  fifiv  was  thus  disposed 
of  and  secured,  a  second  gang  was  marched  out  m  the  same  manner, 
and  then  others  in  succession,  till  the  whole  chapel  was  cleared, 
which  occupied  about  twenty  minutes ;  the  object  of  this  appeared 
to  be  to  avoid  any  risk  of  the  whole  number  being  on  their  legs  and 
in  motion  at  the  same  time,  by  which  the  keepers  might  be  over- 
powered and  the  prisoners  make  their  escape. 

From  all  that  I  sa\r,  from  all  that  I  could  learn  in  conversation 
with  the  officers  of  the  prison,  and  from  all  that  I  had  read  on 
the  subject,  I  was  more  and  more  satisfied  that  there  is  nothing  in 
which  America  excels  all  the  nations  of  the  world  more  than  in  her 
system  of  prison  dbcipline.  This  pursued  at  Auburn,  as  it  secures 
me  effectual  punishment  of  the  criminal,  and  yet  preserves  his 
health,  improves  his  habits,  corrects  his  morals,  and  sends  him  back 
to  society  a  reformed  character,  is  as  superior  to  the  general  stale 
of  our  prisons,  conducted  on  the  old  plan  in  England,  as  twilight 
is  to  utter  darkness ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  admission,  and  it  is 
most  sincerely  and  cordially  made,  I  am  also  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  Silent  System  pursued  in  the  prison  of  Auburn  is  as  inferior 
to  the  Solitary  System  observed  in  the  Penitentiary  of  Philadelphia, 
as  the  twilight  is  to  the  full  meridian  blaze  of  the  perfect  day.  I 
am  unwilling,  however,  that  this  judgment  should  rest  on  my  own 
opinion  alone,  and  therefore  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  some  pas- 
sages from  an  admirable  letter,  dated  so  recently  as  January,  1838, 
and  written  by  Dr.  Lieber,  professor  of  history  in  the  College  of 
South  Carolina,  which  reviews  the  comparative  merits  of  the  two 
systems  in  a  masterly  style,  and  arrives  at  the  same  conclusion. 

Dr.  Lieber  says : 

'*  1.  The  Aabum  system  acknowledges  insulation  as  the  fundamental 
principle  of  all  sound  prison  discipline,  which  is  not  sufficient,  indeed,  to 
constitute  it,  but  without  which  none  is  possible ;  but  it  does  not  carry 
through  this  vital  principle  ;  it  stops  short  of  its  true  effect.  The  con- 
vict in  an  Auburn  penitentiary  is  kept  at  night  in  a  solitary  cell,  which, 
however,  does  not  make  it  physically  impossible  to  commune  with  his 
neighbours ;  the  prisoner,  therefore,  must  be  strictly  watched. 

*'  All  wardens  and  chaplains  of  Auburn  penitentiaries  whom  I  have 
asked  have  not  hesitated  one  moment  to  admit  that  their  prisoners  do 
commune,  but,  add  they,  of  course  to  a  verjr  limited  extent,  which  can- 
not be  dangerous.    But  I  do  believe  that  it  is  iiyuhouif  to  the  prisoner. 
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though  it  may  not  be  dangerous  to  the  prison  authorities.  Whenever  I 
have  spoken  on  this  subject  with  convicts,  they  have  admitted  the  fact 
with  a  promptness,  as  if  t^e  contrary  were  out  of  question.  The  same 
eonvict  told  me,  hkewise,  that  the  prisoners  are  very  greedy  to  obtain 
newspapers,  old  or  new,  entire  or  torn ;  that  they  often  obtain  them  in 
boxes  which  the  hatters  send  back,  through  the  cooks,  barbers,  or  in 
any  other  way,  and  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  severe  punishment  pending 
over  them,  they  do  contrive  to  hide,  read,  and  pass  them  along. 

^  S.  We  object  to  the  Auburn  system  on  the  ground  of  the  violence 
which  it  absolutely  requires.  Either  you  make  people  who  are  congre* 
fated  keep  silence,  or  you  do  not.  If  not,  you  abandon  the  principle  of 
insulation ;  if  you  do,  you  must  use  as  violent  means  as  it  would  require 
to  keep  the  hungry  from  seizing  upon  victuals  before  them.  Nature 
eannot  be  counteracted  by  mild  means.  The  desire,  the  urgent  want  of 
communion,  without  reference  to  the  subject  of  communion,  is  an  in- 
most and  original  longing,  a  vital  instinct  of  our  organization.  Without 
it  mankind  would  not  be  mankind.  I  found  once  a  prisoner  in  the 
Philadelphia  peiptentiary  who  told  me  that  it  was  music  to  his  ears  to 
liear  the  shuttle  of  his  nei|[hbour,  and  that,  without  knowing  who  he  was* 
he  used  to  vie  with  him  m  the  swiftness  of  using  it.  I  heard  once,  in 
visiting  a  cell,  an  indistinct  knock  against  the  wall,  which  came  from 
the  next  cell.  I  asked  what  it  was;  who  was  the  neighbour t  The 
prisoner  answered  that  he  did  not  know,  as  was  the  fact,  but  that  once 
and  a  while  his  neighbour  knocked  and  he  answered.  And  for  what 
purpose,  I  inquired ;  is  it  a  sign  ?  No,  sir,  he  replied ;  of  what  should 
we  give  signs  t  It  is  only  that  he  says,  Here  am  I ;  and  I  answer,  I  am 
here.  The  prisoner  woiud  have  expressed  his  idea  more  distinctly  had 
he  said,  '  My  neighbour  says,  Here  is  a  man ;  and  I  answer,  A  man  id 
here.'  He  owned  he  had  been  told  not  to  do  it,  and  it  wis  always  at 
the  risk  of  the  keeper's  hearing  it ;  still  they  did  it  now  and  then.  80 
wgent  is  the  abstract  desire  of  communion,  so  irksoipe  it  is  *  to  be 
alone ;'  and  yet  we  are  expected  to  believe  that  men  seeing  each  other, 
working  close  to  each  other,  marching  in  actual  contact  with  each  other, 
the  mouth  of  one  close  to  the  ear  of  the  other,  do  not  talk ! 

**8.  The  inmate  of  an  Auburn  penitentiary  becomes  known  by  sight 
to  a  vast  community  of  criminals,  who,  by  their  rcry  life  of  crime,  dis- 
perse in  all  directions.  Whoever  has  been  an  inmate  of  an  Auburn 
prison  must  fear  at  every  step  to  meet  with  sn  acquaintance,  to  be  ex- 
posed, to  see  his  possible  endeavours  to  live  honestly  frustrated,  except 
he  have  a  degree  of  moral  fortitude  which  we  cannot  expect :  his  of- 
fence is  the  very  evidence  of  this  want 

"  4.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  community  should  have  con- 
fidence in  a  prison.  This  can  only  be  maintained  by  free  access  to  it, 
either  of  every  one  who  chooses  to  go,  or  of  persons  in  whom  the  pub- 
lic repose  confidence — properly  elected  inspectors.  Yet  every  visiter 
gazing  at  the  prisoner,  when  in  common  with  others,  is  a  new  thrust  at 
him,  which  removes  him  farther  from  society.  Visite  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed but  to  very  few  indeed,  and  then  made  to  the  single  prisoner, 
which  cannot  be  the  case  in  Auburn  prisons.  Still  more  objectionable 
is  the  permission  givex  to  females  to  visit  the  prison,  as  is  the  case,  for 
instance,  in  Cbarlestdwn.    It  ousht  never  to  be  done. 

*"  5.  Finally,  it  is  impossible,  if  the  principle  of  cheapness  shall  be 
preserved,  to  give  to  the  cells  on  the  Auburn  plan  those  dimensions  and 
that  character  which  are  requisite,  not  to  effect  a  feeling  of  comfort, 
but  of  calmness,  without  which  the  prisoner  must  grow  worse  and 
worse.  Penned  up  in  a  very  narrow  ceU,  gloomy  and  every  way  stri- 
kiDg  ihe  mind  of  the  prisoner  with  the  homd  reality  that  be  is  debaae4i 
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Aat  the  man  in  him  is  not  appealed  to,  he  cannot  be  eiqiected  to  soften 
in  thought  wd  feeling. 

"*  We  think,  then,  that  the  Auburn  system  does  not  effect  what  it 
strives  to  effect ;  does  not  afford  an  accommodable  punishment ;  does 
BOt  sitfficiently  prevent  the  growing  worse  of  the  convict ;  does  not  ob- 
tain the  highest  effect  with  the  smallest  means ;  requires  physical  vio- 
lence to  be  maintained,  and,  therefore,  irritates  anew ;  is  not  well  cal- 
culated for  that  religious  or  intellectual  instruction  which  the  criminal 
requires ;  does  not  prevent  entirely  contamination,  and  does  not  calm 
the  prisoner;  while  it  offers  no  other  advantage  than  that  of  saving 
money  in  the  first  outlay,  which,  we  think,  is  vastly  overbalanced  by 
the  steady,  sure,  mild,  yet  effective  mode  of  the  Peimsylvania  system, 
and  we  therefore  believe  the  latter  to  be  greatly  preferable. 

^  When  I  came  to  this  country  many  years  ago,  1  knew  nothing  of 
the  merits  of  either  system.  My  attention  was  first  drawn  to  the 
Auburn  penitentiaries.  I  was  struck  with  their  great  superiority  over 
other  prisons ;  when  I  became  acquainted,  however,  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania system,  it  appeared  to  me  superior ;  and  eveiy  year's  observation 
of  both  systems,  as  well  as  my  reading  on  the  subject,  have  confirmed 
my  opinion  more  and  more.'* 

There  are  still  many,  however,  who  cling  to  the  Auburn  system; 
some  because,  having  once  advocated  it,  they  are  unwilbng  to 
change,  and  otheis  because  it  is  troublesome  to  examme  evidence, 
and  ea^r  to  abide  by  opinions  once  entertamed.  It  is  important, 
tberefore,tbat  the  objections  to  it,  and  its  contrast  with  the  superior 
lesults  of  tlie  Solitary  System  of  Pennsylvania,  should  be  made  ex- 
tensively known.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  one  subject  that  can  engross 
public  attention,  on  which  it  is  more  important  to  arrive  at  correct 
conclusions  than  that  of  the  connexion  between  crime  and  punish*' 
ment,  and  the  best  mode  of  uniting  with  the  latter  effective  pro- 
cesses for  reforming  and  restormg  the  criminal  to  mankind.  Though 
Beccaria  was  nested,  Howard  laughed  at,  and  Romilly  and 
Bentham  treated  with  contempt,  for  their  noble  efforts  to  enhrhten 
the  world  on  the  subject  of  criminal  jurisprudence ;  and  though  a 
similar  fate,  though  witK  less  virulence  of  persecution  and  scorn, 
has  awaited  many  worthy  efibrts  of  humbler  men  to  enlist  mankiid 
in  improving  and  restoring  criminals  rather  than  destroying  them^ 
still  the  penod  is  fast  approaching  when  such  efforts  will  be  treated 
with  the  respect  they  deserve.  It  is,  for  this  reason,  important  to 
diffuse  as  widely  as  possible  correct  opinions  on  this  subject 

Dr.  Lieber,  whose  opinions  are  of  the  highest  value,  because  of 
the  favourable  opportunities  he  has  had  of  forming  them — and  be- 
cause they  are  in  opposition  to  his  first  impressions,  which  with  all 
men  are  so  difficult  to  be  abandoned  for  more  just  ones — is  power- 
fiilly  supported  by  other  authorities,  to  the  full  a&  important  and  un- 
objectionable ;  namely,  Wilham  Crawford,  Esq.,  and  Whitworth 
Russell,  Esq.,  Inspectors  of  Prisons  for  die  Home  District  m  Eng- 
land, both  of  whom  had  been  sent  to  America  for  the  express  pur> 
pose  of  inspecting  the  prisons  of  this  country,  and  had  given  them 
all  the  most  thorough  examination.    Their  second  rqx)rt,  aiUrcaiH 
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ed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departmeat,  is  specially 
intended  to  lay  before  the  British  Government  their  opinions  of  the 
^  Silent  System/'  as  far  as  they  had  witnessed  its  operation  in  such  • 
few  of  the  prisons  of  England  as  had  yet  adopted  it  They  admit 
its  decided  superiori^  to  the  old  system  of  criminal  association, 
which  had  hitherto  been  miiyersally  followed  in  the  prisons  of 
Oreat  Britain ;  but  they  still  contend  that  it  is  greatly  inferior  to 
the  **  Separate  System"  of  Philadelphia ;  and  in  the  development 
of  their  opinions,  and  the  statement  of  the  facts  and  reasons  on 
which  these  are  founded^  they  specially  advert  to  the  discipline  of 
the  prison  at  Auburn,  which  they  had  carefully  examined,  and  ex- 
press their  convictions  in  the  following  terms : 

**  We  will  next  consider  the  evil  of  recognition,  with  reference  to  it8 
effects  upon  a  prisoner  who  may  be  led  or  inclined  to  repent  of  his 
guilt,  and  to  resolve  upon  an  honest  course  of  life.  Whether  the  man 
really  repents,  or  feels  an  inclination  to  return  to  honest  courses,  or  to 
listen  with  serious  attention  to  the  admonitions  which  he  may  have 
received,  this  evil  will  operate  upon  him  with  a  disastrous  influence. 
In  the  former  case,  by  steady  perseverance  in  the  path  of  industry  and 
honesty,  he  may  succeed  in  gaining  the  character  of  a  useful  member 
of  society;  but  ne  will  live  in  constant  apprehension  of  having  his  eood 
name  suddenly  and  irremediably  forfeited  by  the  recognition  of  an  aban- 
doned fellow-prisoner,  who  may  be  tempted  to  expose  the  past  delin- 
quencies of  the  penitent,  of  whom,  but  for  the  previous  acquaintance  in 
prison,  he  might  never  have  had  the  slightest  knowledge.  The  separ- 
ated, isolated  villain  is  comparatively  innoxious ;  it  is  combinations- 
concentration  of  force,  talent,  and  artifice— that  renders  wickedness 
formidable  to  society;  and  this  combination  is  effected,  consolidated, 
and  organized  within  the  walls,  or  at  the  very  gate,  of  the  prison  more 
than  anywhere  else.*' 

There  remains,  after  this,  but  one  other  branch  of  this  subject  to 
make  the  review  of  it  complete,  and  that  is,  to  contrast  with  these 
proved  disadvantages  of  the  Auburn  system  the  great  superiority 
and  complete  efficiency  of  the  Philadelphia  system ;  and  this  can 
be  in  no  way  so  effectually  done  as  by  laying  before  the  reader  the 
brief  yet  comprehensive  summary  oi  Dr.  Laeber,  as  contained  in 
his  letter  already  referred  to.  In  enumerating  the  benefits  of  the 
union  of  uninterrupted  solitude  vnth  labour,  which  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  this  system,  he  says : 

"1.  It  prevents  effectually  contamination,  and  it  alone  can  effectually 
prevent  it.    It  allows  the  offender,  at  any  rate,  not  to  grow  worse. 

'*  2.  It  is  essentially  both  a  stem  and  humane  punishment ;  stem,  be- 
cause solitude  is  stem  in  its  character,  and  especially  so  to  men  who 
nearly,  without  exception,  have  spent  their  lives  in  boisterous  inter- 
course with  fellow-criminals;  and  humane,  because  it  is  a  privation 
rather  than  an  infliction.  It  is  mild,  and  acluiowledged  as  suon  by  the 
offenders  themselves,  after  the  first  irksomeness  of  sohtude  has  passed, 
especially  if  they  nave  passed  previously  through  several  other  prisons 
or  penitentiaries. 

**3.  It  is  emphatically  graduable  and  accommodable  as  no  other 
species  of  punishment    The  offender,  undisturbed  by  others  or  by  new 
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Ibflicttoiis  of  punishment,  receives  from  solitude  just  that  impressioA 
which  his  peculiar  case  or  disposition  calls  for  or  is  capable  of. 

*'  4.  Advice  and  exhortation  can  be  adapted  to  each  sinj^le  case  in  no  oth- 
er punishment,  so  precisely  and  justly  like  moral  medicine,  as  in  solitary 
confinement.  The  religious  adviser,  assistant,  and  comforter  can  enter 
the  solitary  cell  at  any  time,  and,  as  all  religious  conversations  with  a 
convict  must  have  much  of  the  ctuiiBCter  of  a  confession,  the  undisturbed 
cell,  overheard  by  no  one,  is  the  very  place  for  this  converse.  In  no 
other  penitentiaries  can  this  religious  mstruction  be  given  so  effectually. 

•  "  5.  Solitude  is  the  weightiest  moral  agent  to  make  the  thoughtl^ 
thoughtful— to  reflect,  and  the  only  one  sufficiently  powerful  for  the 
criminally  thoughtless.  Solitude  has  been  sought  by  the  wisest  and 
best  of  mankind,  to  prepare  themselves  for  great  moral  tasks ;  it  is  the 
only  means  to  bring  the  offender  to  a  more  rational  course.  Labour 
united  with  solitude  gives  steadiness  to  the  thought,  and  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  support  solitude  with  ease  for  those  who  have  not  been  accus- 
tomed to  abstract  reflection,  before. 

"  6.  It  is  the  only  punishment  known  which  does  not  irritate  anew, 
does  not  challenge  opposition  in  mind  or  body ;  for  it  is  the  only  punish- 
ment which  can  dis^nse  with  the  whip  or  other  means  of  coercing  to 
obedience,  because  it  uUces  away  the  opportunity  of  offending  anew, 
with  the  exception  of  such  offences  as  destroying  instruments  or  ma- 
terials, for  which,  again,  the  more  disciplinary  means  of  withholding  la- 
bour or  diminishing  rations  are  sufficient. 

"  7.  It  makes  the  lonely  prisoner  love  labour  as  faithfully  as  the  dear- 
est companion — a  companion  who  will  be  with  him  for  life. 

*^  8.  It  does  not  deaden  shame  by  exposure ;  on  the  contrary,  it  shames 
many  4nto  repentance,  by  its  absence  of  all  harshness,  as  1  frequently 
-have  found.  It  does  not  inflict  on  those  who  have  a  strong  sense  of 
shame  the  additional  punishment  of  exposure. 

"  9.  It  does  not  expose  the  convict  to  acquaintance,  even  by  night, 
with  other  criminals,  who  out  of  the  prison  form  a  very  compact  frater- 
nity, to  escape  from  the  clutches  of  which  forms  the  most  difficult  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  resuming  an  honest  Ufe.  The  history  of  innumer- 
able convicts  proves  this. 

"  10.  It  oontradicte,  for  the  first  time,  by  irresistible  fact,  tlw  convicts 
in  their  belief  that  society  is  at  war  with  them,  in  which  they  f^ase 
themselves  so  much  that  frequently  they  argue  as  if  they  were  the 
hunted,  the  pursued,  the  injured. 

"  11.  The  punishment  has,  therefore,  what  I  have  called  an  elevating 
character.  It  touches  the  man  in  the  convict,  not  the  brute.  The  con- 
vict sees  himself  treated  as  one  on  whom  far  different  things  than  stripes 
can  have  an  effect. 

'*  13.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  punishment  which  allows  us  to  select 
men  for  superintendents  of  prisons,  in  whom  sternness  does  not  over- 
balance kindness. 

*'  13.  It  trains  the  convict  in  cleanliness,  and  paying  attention  to  the 
neatness  of  his  dwelling ;  it  imparts  an  attention  to  the  room,  which  be- 
comes the  incipient  stage  of  love  of  home  with  those  who  have  lived  in 
slouchy  disregard  of  it.    It  is  an  old  English  saying,  full  of  meaning, 

*  Cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness.'  A  strictly  cleanly  man  of  the  labour- 
ing  classes  will  never  be  so  much  exposed  to  offend  against  the  laws, 
as  a  disorderly,  dirty  person.  Cleanliness,  a  highly  important  ingredient 
of  national  civilization,  is  equally  such  in  political  reform. 

"  14.  All  the  reasons  given  in  favour  of  the  Pennsylvania  plan  assume 
still  liigher  imporUnce  with  the  youthful  or  first  offenders,  because  their 
minds  are  yet  more  ready  to  receive  good  impressions,  and  they  have 
not  yet  formed  that  close  association  with  criminals  of  older  standing. 
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^  16.  It  appears  to  me  a  great  advantage  of  the  Pennsylvania  aystefi 
that  the  prisoner  is  not  prevented  by  false  shame  from  lending  his  ear    ^ 
to  better  counsel,  and  ^n^uaUv  changing  for  the  better. 

"  16.  The  convict  thinks  in  kindness  of  his  keepers,  and  the  memory  ^ 

of  the  penitentiary  is  not  a  galling  siore  when  he  has  left  it,  and  chooses  ^ 

to  live  by  his  labour. 

*'  17.  This  system  depends  less  upon  the  skill  of  the  officers,  or  a  long 
apprenticeship,  than  the  Auburn  system,  in  order  to  make  it  answer  at 
alL    The  F^nnsvlvania  system,  therefore,  is  easier  to  be  introduced. 

**  18.  It  is  sufficient  with  our  race,  and  at  the  stage  of  civilization  we 
are  now  in,  and  no  more,  which  is  what  a  punishment  ought  to  be.   This  • 

pK>int,  which  by  experience  alone,  i.  e.,  by  close  and  circumspect  obeerva- 
tion  of  reality,  not  by  hasty  numbers  and  rash  conclusions,  can  be  de- 
cided, appears  so  to  us ;  ml  none  of  us  have  seen  reason  as  yet  to 
change  nis  opinion. 

*'  19.  Finally,  it  offers  the  greatest  security,  being  in  this  superior  to 
all  other  species  of  imprisonment." 

It  is  impossible  to  add  to  this  without  weakening  its  force,  ez»  j^ 
cept  to  say  that  the  most  careful  examination  and  most  mature  de-  ^ 
liberation  make  me  concur  in  all  the  writer's  sentiments  on  this 
subject ;  and  if  any  apology  should  be  deemed  necessary  for  citing 
ihan  at  such  length,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  conviction  that  thipe 
is  no  one  subject  more  important  to  the  interests  of  humanity  thap 
the  right  treatment  of  criminals,  and  to  do  country  is  this  of  great- 
er importance  than  to  England. 

The  town  or 'village  of  Auburn,  in  which  this  state-prison  h 
seated,  contains  about  nine  hundred  houses  and  six  thousand  in* 
habitants.  It  has  seven  churches,  which  are  highly  ornamental  1o 
the  town ;  a  beautiful  courthouse,  with  an  Ionic  portico  and  circular 
colonnade,  supporting  a  dome  and  crowned  by  a  lantern,  all  v^  the 
best  ardritectural  taste ;  an  academy,  and  a  museum.  The'villas 
on  either  inde  of  the  town  are  among  the  prettiest  we  h^  seen, 
and  the  houses  of  the  interior  are  substantial  and  spacio^  The 
American  Hotel  is  an  excellent  establishment ;  the  stress  are  well 
proportioned ;  the  River  Owasco  runs  through  a  part^f  the  town, 
passing  by  the  state-prison,  and  furnishes  water-p^er  for  milb 
and  manufaetures ;  and,  taken  altogether,  we  thought  it,  finom  our 
first  and  second  impressions,  to  be  one  of  the  priest  towns  on  the 
western  route. 


*  * 
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A  of  Endor.- Onondaga  Indiana. 

We  left  Auburn  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, at  seven  o'clock,  and  traveUed  by  the  railcars  on  a  wood- 
en railroad,  drawn  by  two  horses,  to  Syracuse,  the  distance  bebg 
twenty-five  miles,  and  the  time  occupieid  about  three  hours.  We 
found  comfortable  accommodations  at  the  Syracuse  House  Hotel, 

A  and  remained  there  for  two  days. 

^  The  town  of  Syracuse  is  one  of  the  most  recently  atttled  of  all 

the  lar^r  places  along  this  route,  it  being  not  more  than  twelve 
years  smce  the  first  house  in  it  was  built ;  yet  it  already  possesses 
^  ^  nffc^t  800  dwellmgs,  many  large  warehouses  and  stores,  an  excel- 
.  Itot  hotel,  with  many  smaller  but  still  comfortable  public  inns,  a 
bank,  a  courthouse,  seven  oburches,  including  Episcopalian,  Pres- 
byterian, Afethodist,  Baptist,  Universalist,  and  unitarian,  and  a 
^^ulation  of  nearly  7000  persons.  It  is  pleasantly  situated,  hay- 
ing the  Onondaga  Lake  about  a  mile  from  its  northwestern  edge, 
and  fine  undulating  hills,  with  the  elevated  village  of  Onondaga, 
formerly  the  county-town,  on  its  southern  border ;  while  gentler 
elerations,  east  and  wert,  connect  it  with  the  level  land  that  ez- 
teadt  along  the  line  of  the  great  Erie  Canal  in  these  dltections. 
Syrac^e,  mdeed,  like  many  other  places  along  this  tract,  owes  its 
first  exbtence  and  its  present  prosperity  to  this  canal,  which  has 
caused  m^ny  villages  and  towns  to  spring  up  and  flourish  along  its 
whole  extent,  that,  without  its  agency,  would  not,  for  many  years 
at  least,  havt  been  erected. 

At  this  mom»nt  Syracuse  enjoys  the  benefit  of  lying  both  in  the 
stage-route  and  u  the  line  of  canal  conveyance  from  the  Hudson 
to  Lake  Erie ;  so  *iat  more  than  1000  persons,  by  all  the  different 
f  conveyances,  pass  though  it,  on  an  average,  in  each  day.  A  rail- 
road is  in  progress  firori  hence  to  Utica,  which  cannot  fail  to  in- 
crease this  number  greasy ;  and  the  elements  of  prosperity  in  and 
around  the  town  itself  art  so  abundant  as  to  make  it  certain  that 
m  a  very  few  years  its  aze  tnd  population  \vill  be  doubled. 

The  streets  are  regular  an«  of  great  breadth,  from  80  to  100 
iieet ;  the  houses  and  stores  are,  aaany  of  them,  of  stone  and  brick ; 
ttid  few,  except  the  original  buildings,  continue  to  be  of  wood. 
The  courthouse  is  a  large  and  substantial  edifice,  though  it  lies  be- 
pnd  the  verge  of  the  town  on  the  north,  instead  of  bdng,  as  is 
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usual  in  similar  cases,  in  the  centre.  The  9ause  of  this  inappropjl^ 
ate  situation  is  said  to  have  been  a  contest  between  the  neighbour^ 
ing  villages  of  Salina  and  Syracuse  as  to  which  should  have  the 
courthouse,  and  thus  bring  to  it  the  transaction  of  the  county  bua-  ^ 

ness ;  when  the  relative  strength  of  the  rival  parties  was  found  to 
be  so  nearly  balanced  that  a  compromise  was  recommended,  which 
was  agre^  upon,  and,  like  most  compromises,  satisfied  neither 
party ;  for  the  courthouse  now  stands  nearly  midway  between  the 
two  villages,  and  in  a  position  equally  inconvenient  to  both. 

A  fine  academy  for  the  education  of  male  youths  stands  on  the 
eastern  verge  of  the  town.    It  is  a  substantial  brick  structure,  and 
cost  20,000  dollars  in  the  erection.    It  has  at  present  60  pupils, 
and  is  increasbg  in  reputation.    It  was  founded  at  first  by  individ- 
ual subscription  in  shares ;  but  now  receives,  like  other  public  in- 
stitutions of  this  nature,  an  annual  grant  in  aid  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  engaged  in        ^ 
studying  the  higher  branches  of  education.    A  female  seminary        V 
has  also  been  just  established  at  Syracuse,  in  which  a  clasacal  and 
mathematical,  as  well  as  an  ornamental,  education  will  be  given  to 
young  ladies  on  nearly  the  same  plan,  and  at  the  same  expense,^ 
at  the  Ontario  Female  Seminary  at  Canandaigua ;  so  rapidly  are  «      * 
the  means  of  education  multiplying  all  around,  to  keep  pace  with 
the  increasing  population. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Syracuse  are  some  remarkable  salt- 
springs,  which  are  producing  great  gain  to  their  proprietors,  af- 
fording extensive  occupation  to  labourers,  yielding  a  considerable  ' 
revenue  to  the  state,  and  attracting  population  every  day  to  this 
quarter.  There  are  four  special  locsditiei  in  which  these  springs 
are  at  pitsent  worked,  and  aipund  each  a  village  of  some  sizQ  has 

Sithered.    There  is  one  at -Salina,  one  at  Liverpool,  and  one  at 
eddes,  three  villages  surrounding  the  borders  of  the  Onondaga    ' 
Lake  (which  is  six  miles  long  and  two  miles  broad),  distant  from 
each  other  only  two  or  three  miles,  and  one  at  Syracuse,  an  equal 
distance  from  them  all. 

We  visited  Salina,  the  oldest  and  largest  of  these  springs,  in 
company  with  the  superintendent,  Mr.  might,  to  whom  we  had 
been  introduced  by  Mr.  Marsh,  of  the  Syracuse  Bank,  who  accom- 
panied us  also  in  our  excursion,  and  from  both  of  whom  we  receiver 
ed  every  information  and  attention  we  could  desire.  It  appears 
that  the  salt-spring  here  was  well  known  to  the  Onondaga  Indians 
inhabiting  the  borders  of  this  lake  long  before  any  white  settlers 
had  come  among  them ;  and  they  had  discovered  it  in  the  usual 
way  of  tracking  the  wild  deer  to  it,  when  they  came  at  certain 
seasons  to  lick  the  salt  from  o£f  the  surface  of  toe  earth ;  the  RK)t 
being  hence  called,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  "  a  deerJict*'  u 
Since  the  settlement  of  the  whites,  however,  the  value  of  this  spring 
has  become  well  known,  and,  accordingly,  eztenaiv^  works  for  the 
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Mmufacture  of  salt  have  gradually  sprung  up  all  around ;  so  that 
what  the  grain  and  flour  trade  is  doing  for  Rochester,  the  i^t-trade 
appears  to  be  accomplishing  for  Syracuse. 

^  The  four  salt-springs  already  named  are  found  at  the  depths  of 

from  60  to  100  feet  beneath  the  surface.  From  thence  the  water 
is  pumped  up  by  a  water-power  taken  from  the  surplus  or  waste 
waters  of  the  Oswego  Canal  It  comes  out  of  the  earth  m  the 
purest  and  most  transparent  state  of  clearness,  at  the  ra^  of  about 

^  300  gallons  per  minute ;  and  here  at  Salina  it  is  forced  up  to  a 

height  of  nearly  200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  soil,  to  admit  of  its 
being  supplied  from  a  general  reservoir  to  the  salt-works  of  Salina 
and  Syracuse,  the  latter  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  as  the 
l^micuse  spring  is  not  sufficiently  abundant  to  supply  the  works 
of  the  town,  and  the  villages  of  Geddes  and  Liverpool  use  their 
own  springs  for  their  manmacture. 

^  The  mc^e  of  producing  the  salt  is  partly  by  solar  evaporation  of 

W  the  water  from  shallow  vats,  partly  by  boiling  the  water  in  large 
caldrons  or  kettles,  imbedded  over  an  extensive  frimace,  and  part- 
ly by  passing  hot  air  in  metallic  tubes  through  the  water  in  vats, 
in^ad  of  exposing  it  to  solar  or  furnace  heat  The  saltness  of 
*  ,  the  water  furnish^  by  these  springs  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
fact  that  forty  gallons  of  it  will  produce  a  bushel  of  salt  by  either 
of  the  processes  named,  whereas  it  takes  360  gallons  of  the  sea<r 
water  of  the  ocean  to  produce  the  same  result  The  amount  of 
actual  salt  in  the  spring  water  is  just  sixty  per  cent,  the  taste  be* 
ing  that  of  pure  salt  without  any  foreign  admixture. 

At  Salina,  the  quantity  of  salt  made  varies  from  12,000  to  ISfiOO 
bushels  per  day ;  but  from  all  the  four  springs  at  least  25,000  budn 
els  per  day  are  produced.  The  quantity  of  wood  consumed  as 
fuel  in  the  furnaces — though  the  greater  portion  of  the  salt  is  made 
by  solar  evaporation — ^is  at  least  600  cords  per  day,  or  not  less,  at 
the  least,  than  200,000  cords  per  annum,  each  cord  weighing  on 
the  average  about  two  tons.  Already,  indeed,  the  apprehensiim 
begins  to  be  entertained  that  wood  fuel  will  be  scarce,  though  the 
forests  have  been  but  a  few  years  under  the  axe ;  and  measures 
are  even  now  in  contemplation  for  bringing  up  supplies  of  coab, 
by  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie,  from  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylva- 
'tua.  As  the  springs  have  never  yet  failed,  or  even  sensibly  dunin- 
ished,  and  have  never  been  known  to  freeze,  the  manufacture  goes 
on  throughout  the  entire  year  where  the  furnace  and  the  heated 
•  tubes  are  used,  and  those  works  depending  on  solar  evaporation 
are  only  interrupted  during  the  short  period  of  extreme  severity  in 
the  winter. 

In  all  the  treaties  for  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  Indians 
and  the  sale  of  estates  to  private  individuals,  the  State  Qovemment 
reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  all  minerals  and  mineral  springs  that 
exist  at  the  time  or  may  be  subsequently  discovered;  and,  accord- 
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ingljy  die  right  to  work  such  mines  or  springs  is  leased  oat  by  the 
State  Government  to  chartered  companies  or  private  individuals  on 
easy  terms.  The  revenue  arising  from  this  goes  to  the  general 
fund  of  the  state,  and  saves  taxation  in  any  other  shape.  This 
particular  impost  of  six  cents,  or  threepence  English  per  bushd, 
paid  as  a  salt-tax  by  the  consumer,  is  by  law  appropriated  to  the 
uquidation  of  the  debt  contracted  in  making  the  Erie  Canal ;  so 
that  when  this  debt  is  extinguished,  the  tax,  small  as  it  is,  will 
cease.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  state  geologists,  who  have 
been  recently  employed  in  making  an  accurate  geological  survey 
of  the  State  of  New-York,  and  whose  last  report  presented  to  the 
Legislature  is  full  of  interest,  the  director  of  the  works  at  Salimi 
is  causing  the  earth  to  be  bored  to  a  depth  of  600  feet,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  any  bed  of  mineral  salt  may  be  found  in  the 
strata;  it  being  at  present  wholly  unknown  from  whence  these 
springs  derive  their  strong  saline  qualities,  and  whether  they  are 
impregnated  from  beds  near  or  remote. 

The  Seneca  River  runs  along  at  the  northwestern  end  of  the 
Onondaga  Lake,  and  opens  for  it  a  communication  with  the  Oswe- 
go  River,  which  asiun  communicates  with  Lake  Ontario ;  so  that 
while,  by  means  of  the  Erie  Canal,  Syracuse  can  send  her  suppliee 
of  salt  to  the  Hudson  River  and  New-York  on  the  Atlantic,  and 
by  Buffalo  to  Detroit  and  Chicago  on  the  upper  lakes  of  Michigan 
tod  Huron,  she  can  also  supply,  by  the  Oswego  communication, 
the  whole  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  across  the  Lake  Ontario. 
Already  there  is  an  export  of  more  than  2000  barrels  per  day, 
each  barrel  containing  three  bushels;  and  the  cooperages  here^ 
though  makmg  this  number  of  barrels,  are  beginmng  to  devise 
means  of  mcreann^  their  supplies,  by  the  introduction  of  an  inge^ 
nious  machine,  which  makes  we  staves,  planes  them,  sets  them  up, 
and  hoops  and  heads  the  barrel  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time,  so  that  they  will  soon  be  able  to  meet  any  demand  made 
upon  them. 

Near  the  salt-springs  a  peculiar  kind  of  lime  is  found  in  great 
quantities,  which  is  cafied  **  water-lime."  It  has  the  pecuUar  prop*  t^ 
erty  of  forming  a  cement  which  hardens  under  water,  and  it  is 
therefore  much  better  adapted  to  submarine  masonry,  such  as 
bridges,  locks,  sides  of  canals,  and  works  of  this  description,  than 
any  other  cement  yet  known.  Large  quantities  of  this  are  used 
alon^  the  line  of  me  Erie  Canal,  and  a  still  ^eater  proportion  is 
continually  exported  to  different  parts  of  the  Union. 

After  inspecting  the  salt-works,  we  went  to  see  the  labours  now 
carrying  forward  connected  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Ca- 
nal, and  with  the  making  of  the  new  railroad  from  Syracuse  to 
Utica,  which  both  lie  at  a  small  village  called  Lodi,  aliout  a  mile 
to  the  eastward  of  the  town.  In  this  excursion  we  were  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  engineer  of  the  raihoad,  whose  ready 
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eommuDicatioD  of  all  the  information  we  wished  was  as  agreeaUe 
as  it  was  advantageous. 

The  extent  of  this  railroad  will  be  fifty-two  miles,  and  the  esti* 
mated  cost  of  the  whole  line,  for  every  mile  of  which  the  contracts 
are  in  actusd  operation,  will  be  800,000  dollars.  It  was  begun  in 
the  autumn  of  last  year,  and  will  be  completed  in  the  autumn  of 
the  next,  so  that  the  whole  will  have  been  executed  in  two  years. 
There  are  at  present  upward  of  5000  labourers  employed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it,  and  it  is  expected  that  in  the  next  sprine  and 
summer  10,000  at  least  will  be  required.  Those  now  employed 
are  nearly  all  English  and  Irish,  with  a  very  few  Germans.  The 
English  are  generally  employed  in  excavating  the  line  of  road  by 
contract,  and  are  paid  eight  cents,  or  fourpence  English,  per  cubic 
yard,  at  which  rate  they  make  easily  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents^ 
or  five  shillings  sterling  per  day. 

The  Irish  are  employed  as  labourers  at  day-work,  and  are  paid 
a  dollar  per  day.  In  all  the  contracts  made  with  the  men,  it  is 
expressly  stipulated  that  no  spirits  shall  be  drunk  by  any  of  them, 
and  the  penalty  of  disobedience  is  immediate  discharge.  They 
are  thus  uniformly  sober,  and  those  disgraceful  riots  which  so  often 
take  place  among  the  labourers  employed  on  the  canals  and  rail* 
roads  in  England  are  here  unknown.  The  appearance,  order,  and 
good  condition  of  the  workmen  is  as  striking  as  their  sobriety; 
and  large  as  are  the  numbers  working  together,  the  mere  absence 
of  intoxicating  drink  is  such  as  to  make  them  indisposed  to  any 
violence  either  of  conduct  or  language.  The  instances  of  men^ 
leaving  are  very  few  indeed,  and  none  substitute  any  other  bever^ 
age  except  tea,  coffee,  milk,  or  water,  upon  which,  the  engineer 
assured  us,  they  performed  their  work  better  and  with  less  fatirae 
than  he  had  ever  known  men  do  it  who  drank  either  roirits,  dder, 
or  beer.  This  railroad  is  undertaken  by  a  company  of  sharehold- 
ers, who  have  a  charter  from  the  State  Grovemment  for  fifty  years; 
but  during  all  this  period  their  maximum  rate  of  charge  for  pas* 
sengers  is  fixed  at  four  cents  each,  or  twopence  English,  per  mile. 

Ine  part  of  the  works  which  attracted  our  greatest  admiration 
was  a  ^double  set  of  locks  making  for  the  enlarged  canal,  and  an 
arched  tunnel  of  stone  for  the  railroad  to  pass  under  the  canaL 
They  were  each  as  fine  specimens  of  masonry  as  could  be  seen  in 
any  country,  whether  for  the  material,  the  size  of  the  blocks,  or  the 
excellence  of  the  workmanship.  The  stone  is  a  hard  and  compact 
limestone,  little  inferior  to  CTanite,  of  which  there  are  immense  quar* 
ries  in  the  Onondaga  Hills,  to  the  south  of  the  town,  extending 
over  a  range  of  six  miles  in  length,  and  producing  masses  of  any 
size,  without  veins,  shales,  or  fissures.  The  stone,  indeed,  is  so 
much  valued  for  massive  works,  that  the  Rochester  aqueduct  across 
the  Genesee  River,  by  means  of  a  bridge,  is  now  constructing  of  it ; 
and  thousands  of  tons  are  exported  along  the  Erie  Canal  every 
year,  this  and  the  water-lime  being  in  equal  repute  and  demand. 
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In  ooDseqoence  of  the  softness  of  the  soil  in  some  parts  over 
which  the  railroad  is  to  run,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  drive  down 
large  piles  perpendicularly,  and,  making  their  upper  ends  levri,  to 
place  the  rails  along  upon  these.  It  was  found,  however,  that  the 
soil  of  loose  earth,  or  pure  vegetable  mould,  was  so  deep  as  to  de» 
scend  in  some  places  60  feet  before  the  piles  obtained  a  firm  foot- 
ing ;  and  the  average  depth  of  this  mould  was  from  30  to  40  feet 
throughout  This  discovery  has  already  raised  the  value  of  the 
hmd  all  along  this  part  of  the  tract,  which  is,  moreover,  close  to  tift 
town  of  Syracuse,  at  LodL  In  this  spot,  therefore,  may  be  seett^ 
from  the  same  point  of  view,  newly-cleared  patches  of  forest-landi 
with  all  the  stumps  of  the  trees  yet  remaining  in  the  soil ;  and 
withm  a  few  yards  of  this,  ^nd  works  of  masonry  gomg  on,  in 
double  locks  for  the  enlarged  canal,  and  a  subaqueous  tunnel  for 
the  railroad,  on  a  scale  of  mamiitude  and  in  a  style  Of  workman* 
riiip  which  would  have  done  honour  to  the  old  Sicilian  Syracuse 
herself;  so  that,  if  the  tyrant  Dionysius  could  rise  from  his  grave 
and  be  transported  here,  he  would  not  be  ashamed  of  the  young  ef- 
forts of  the  infant  Syracuse  of  the  West 

This  rich  earthy  mould,  when  taken  up  from  the  greatest  depth 
and  spread  out  on  the  surface,  vegetates  spontaneously,  produong 
a  variety  of  the  ordmary  shrubs  and  grasses,  from  seeds  peviously 
imbedded  at  these  great  depths  in  the  earth,  and  germinating  only 
when  brought  to  the  surface.  When  a  manure  of  gypsum  is  laid 
over  it,  the  production  is  invariably  a  fine  crop  of  white  clover; 
but  when  no  particular  preparation  of  it  is  made,  the  produce  is  of 
various  kinds,  but  mostly  similar  to  the  surrounding  productions  of 
the  country.  On  this  subject  the  following  observations  of  Mr. 
Latrobe  are  worth  quoting,  as  they  corroborate  the  view  here  taken, 
though  applied  to  other  localities.    He  says, 

**  No  sooner  does  the  axe  of  the  woodman  or  the  accidental  burning 
of  the  forests  destroy  one  class  of  trees  and  brushwood,  a  class  thai 
may  have  apparently  covered  the  soil  for  centuries,  than  another  race, 
perfectly  distinct,  rises,  as  though  by  magic,  from  the  disturbed  and  dis- 
coloured soil,  and  covers  it  with  beauty.  The  proofs  of  the  almost  uni- 
versal principle  of  spontaneous  vegetation  throughout  both  the  forest 
and  prairie  lands  of  the  New  Continent,  are  so  well  known  and  acknowl- 
edged as  to  need  no  additional  confirmation  at  the  present  day.  We 
have  met  with  continual  evidences  of  its  truth  in  the  East  and  the  West. 

**  It  would  seem  that  the  seeds  of  one  class  of  plants  and  forest-trees 
must  be  deposited,  by  some  catastrophe,  beyond  the  action  of  light,  beat, 
and  atmospheric  air ;  where  they  lie,  supplanted  by  another  growth,  and 
are  forgotten ;  preserving,  however,  the  vital  principle  for  centuries  in  a 
dormant  or  torpid  state,  till  accident  or  tillage  brings  them  to  a  poeHion 
favourable  to  their  reproduction  to  light  and  life.  Thus  it  is  that  marl 
dug  from  pits  thirty  feet  deep  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  on  bein£ 
spread  over  the  soil,  becomes  mstantly  covered  with  white  clover:  ana 
in  New- Jersey  this  is  the  case  with  mud  taken  up  from  the  bottom  of 
the  Delaware,  and  used  for  purposes  of  manure." 

During  our  stay  at  Syracuse^  the  militia  of  the  state  was  muMa* 
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ed  and  reviewed ;  and  we  bad  a  repetition  of  many  of  the  scenes  we 
had  previously  witnessed  at  Rochester,  though  they  were  here  pre- 
sented in  a  broader  and  more  ludicrous  li^bt  To  supply  the  place 
of  a  standing  army,  each  state  has  a  militia  of  its  own ;  and  to  this 
body  legally  belongs  every  male  person  in  the  state,  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  45,  who  are  not  exempted  by  law  on  account  of 
public  service  rendered  m  some  other  shape.  They  furnish  their 
own  dresses,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  are  cdll&i  out  for  mus* 
t^  four  times  in  the  year.  The  penalty  of  non-attendance  is  five 
dollars  for  each  private,  and  for  the  officers  larger  sums  in  propor- 
tion ;  but  a  great  number  prefer  payine  the  fine  to  givbg  their  per- 
sonal attendance ;  and  the  amount  of  the  fines  is  apprc^riated  to 
the  fund  of  the  state  for  military  purposes. 

Those  to  whom  the  payment  of  the  fine  is  inconvenient,  and  who 
therefore  attend  in  person,  have  laboured  for  some  time  past  to  bring 
the  whole  muster  and  exercise  into  ridicule,  and  they  certainly  suc- 
ceeded at  Syracuse  at  least  )?ot  many  years,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  most  persons,  the  military  spuit  has  been  upon  the  de- 
cline in  the  United  States ;  war  is  looked  upon  as  irreligious  and 
unprofitable,  and  for  both  these  reasons  it  is  unpopular  f  and,  as  a 
consequence  of  this,  less  veneration  is  felt  and  less  honour  shown 
towards  the  members  of  the  military  profesnon  than  formerly.  It 
is  foimd  that  internal  peace  is  best  preserved  by  the  reciprocal  ac- 
tion of  mutual  interests  between  man  and  man ;  and  certably,  ex- 
cept in  the  slave  states,  and  when  anti-abolition  riots  are  got  up  in 
the  free  ones,  the  condition  of  the  whole  population  is  so  sober  and 
orderly,  that  no  force,  civil  or  military,  is  ever  necessary  to  be  call- 
ed in  to  maintain  the  public  peace. 

Being  thus  secure  from  internal  disorder,  the  people  think  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  external  aggression ;  and  if  they  had^ 
these  four  days'  muster  and  exercise  in  the  year  would  not  prepare 
men  for  better  resisting  it,  while  the  personal  service  and  exnibidon 
is  an  inconvenient  tax  upon  the  time  and  labour  of  the  middle 
classes  of  the  community.  They  are  therefore  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
this  useless  service  altogether ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  do  all  they 
can  to  make  it  ridiculous,  obeying  the  law  while  it  is  law,  but 
operating  as  much  as  they  can  on  public  opinion  to  get  it  repealed. 

The  muster  began  in  the  following  manner.  A  drummer  and 
fifer  paraded  through  the  public  streets,  beating  a  quick  march  ,*  these 
were  first  joined  by  one  recruit  or  militia-man,  in  his  ordmaiy 
working  dress,  but  with  a  leathern  belt,  musket,  and  fixed  bayonet 
He  was  soon  joined  by  another  in  a  firock,  with  a  musket,  and,  in 
lieu  of  a  bayonet,  a  tall  white  feather  stuck  in  the  barrel.  Next 
to  him  followed  a  party  of  young  men,  dressed  grotesquely  on 
purpose,  each  with  wooden  poles  of  different  heights,  thickness, 
and  colours ;  then  a  man  in  uniform,  well  equipped ;  after  him  a 
dozen  others,  all  differently  dressed;  and  so  th^  accumulated 
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tibeir  nombeis  as  they  inarched  abng,  all  followiDg  in  single  file 
from  street,  to  street  in  succession.  A  second  band,  composed  of 
two  hast  drums,  two  fifes,  and  a  bugle,  beat  up  for  a  second  party, 
which  tney  picked  up,  one  by  one,  in  the  same  manner.  After  this 
a  third  band,  and  then  a  fourth  and  fifth,  till  about  noon  there 
were  perhaps  a  dozen  different  bands,  all  very  feeble,  followed 
each  by  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  militia-men,  m  every  conceiva- 
ble variety  of  dress  and  accoutrements,  and  all  in  studied  irregu- 
larity and  disorder.  ^ 

They  then  met  all  together  in  the  open  square  near  the  centre  of 
the  town,  and  were  there  joined  by  the  staff' on  horseback,  when 
the  bands  all  united  in  one,  the  long  drums  beinjg  the  most  numer- 
ous of  the  instruments.  Forming  in  double  file,  they  were  next 
inarched  away  to  the  parade-ground  in  the  field,  about  a  mile  ofl^ 
and  there  exercised  in  the  manual  exercise,  which  was  perhaps 
the  most  ridiculous  of  all,  as  every  one  studied  to  do  the  thing  he 
was  not  commanded  to  do,  and  to  leave  undone  the  thing  that  he 
was  commanded  to  do.  The  officers,  being  just  as  averse  to  this 
drilling  as  the  men,  took  no  pains  to  correct  these  defects,  so  that 
no  one  could  be  improved  by  such  a  muster  as  this. 

After  parade  they  were  marched  back  into  the  town  again,  both 
horse  and  foot  being  by  this  time  hterally  covered  with  dust ;  and, 
after  a  few  evolutions  displayed  in  the  square,  they  were  dismiss- 
ed, and  broke  up  in  "  most  admired  disorder." 

I  inquired  of  those  most  competent  to  form  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  how  it  was  that  a  law  so  generally  obnoxious  as  this 
should  so  long  remain  upon  the  statute-book,  and  thus  outlive  its 
estimation  in  public  opinion.  The  uniform  answer  I  received  to 
my  inquiries  was  this :  that  a  number  of  legal  young  men  get  ap- 
pointed to  county  and  municipal  offices,  in  which  they  have  to  ex- 
erase  a  jurisdiction  over  the  militia ;  that  the  profits  arising  firom 
this  were  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  act  in  concert,  to  preserve 
their  privileees;  and  that  their  co-operative  influence  over  the 
members  of  the  State  Legislature  is  sufficient  to  prevail  upon  them 
not  to  alter  this  law. 

One  great  branch  of  expense,  on  which  most  of  the  fines  for  non- 
attendance  are  absorbed,  is  the  holding  of  courts-martial  over  offi- 
cers and  men  for  various  alleged  breaches  of  discipline.  These 
courts  are  organized  with  all  due  formality,  presided  over  by  a 
judge-advocate,  and  attended  by  witnesses,  &c. ;  and  the  proceed- 
ings in  them  are  carried  on  to  a  most  vexatious  length  and  incon- 
venient frequency,  for  the  profit  which  they  afford  to  the  office- 
holders. Tiiis  occasions  great  annoyance  to  the  persons  summon- 
ed, tried,  and  convicted,  as  well  as  even  to  those  who  may  be  ac- 
quitted, as  to  each  and  all  of  them  the  loss  of  time  and  expense  is 
considerable.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  however,  that  this  cannot 
last  much  longer. 
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One  very  pleung  feature  of  the  scene  was  this:  that  thoogli 
upward  of  a  tfaousand  men  had  been  all  day  Id  motion  in  the  heat 
and  dust,  and  must  have  been  both  thirsty  and  fatigued,  we  did  not 
see  a  single  instance  of  any  one  bein^  intoxicated,  or  the  least  a& 
fected  by  liquor ;  nor  were  there,  as  there  would  have  been  at  any 
£Qglish  assemblage  of  this  description,  any  booths  or  places  for 
the  sale  c^  drink,  strewing  every  man's  path  with  temptation. 
The  same  general  prevalence  of  temperance  we  observed  all  alonff 
fiur  route;  for  neither  at  the  public  tables  at  which  we  dineo, 
sometimes  in  company  with  100  persons,  nor  even  when  the  Can- 
fmdaigua  Convention  had  drawn  so  many  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
oouotiy,  did  we  see  more,  perhaps,  than  one  solitary  bottle  of  wine 
on  the  table,  almost  everybody  drinking  water,  and  not  seeming 
to  desire  any  other  substitute;  indeed,  we  never  once  saw  spirits, 
isider,  or  beer  on  any  table  in  all  our  extensive  journey. 

In  the  afternoon  of  our  last  day  at  Syracuse  we  went  to  see  the 
Museum,  at  which  two  fine  large  serpents  of  the  Anaconda  tribe 
were  to  be  seen,  just  fresh  from  South  America,  imported  in  a  ship 
|o  New-York.  This,  like  most  of  the  museums  we  nad  yet  seen  in 
the  country  towns,  was  very  poor  in  objects  of  natural  history,  or 
?ven  in  curiosities  of  any  interest  They  are  not,  as  in  £ng« 
land,  attached  to  some  hterary  institution,  with  a  scientific  man  as 
a  director,  but  they  are  the  property  of  very  unlearned  posons, 
who  use  them  as  a  sort  of  provincial  theatre,  for  which  they  are  in 
many  instances  a  substitute.  In  the  daytime  a  flag  is  hoisted  on 
the  building,  or  sometimes  hung  out  of  the  window.  A  small  band 
of  three  or  four  instruments  is  then  employed  to  play  at  a  balcony 
or  other  place  in  front;  the  band  here  consisted  of  a  wretched 
violin,  a  burdy*gurdy,  and  a  long  drum ;  but  this  seemed  to  at- 
tract passengers,  who  entered  from  the  street,  paid  their  dulling 
admission,  gazed  round  their  half  hour,  looked  at  the  serpents,  the 
stuffed  beasts,  and  the  waxwork  figures,  which  attracted  the  larw 
gest  share  of  attention,  and  then  departed. 

These  waxwork  figures,  I  observed,  formed  a  prominent  part  of 
every  provincial  museum  that  I  had  yet  seen.  They  represented, 
generally,  prominent  characters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
sometimes  popular  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  and  army ; 
but  the  resemblances  were  so  imperfect,  and  the  dress  and  accom- 
paniments so  awkward  and  ill-fitted,  that  the  most  intimate  ac- 
quaintances would  have  found  it  difficult  to  recognise  their  firiends 
but  for  the  inscription  of  their  names  over  the  figures  themselves. 
There  was  one  group  here,  however,  which  was  even  more  at- 
tractive to  the  visiters  than  the  figures  of  Washington,  Franklin, 
and  General  Jackson ;  this  was  the  scriptural  personages  of  King 
Saul,  the  ghost  of  the  Prophet  Samuel,  and  the  Witch  of  Endor. 
Tlie  former  was  arrayed  in  all  his  royal  robes,  with  his  diadem  on 
his  head,  though  the  scriptural  account  of  the  interview  represents 
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Sftul  as  disguising  himself,  by  potdng  on  other  eannents:  flie 

E'  ost  of  Samuel  was  dressed  in  a  white  calico  sheet,  thrown  around 
bead  and  body,  leaving  only  the  face  and  beard  visible,  and 
the  Witch  of  Endor  was  dressed  in  an  oldfashioned  Englidi  gown 
of  black  bombasin,  with  a  long  waist  and  stays,  her  head  covered 
with  a  pointed  hat  like  the  witches  in  Macbeth,  and  over  her 
shoulders  was  a  printed  cotton  handkerchief  of  Glas^w  or  Man- 
chester manufacture !  Yet  this  was  thought  an  adnurable  group, 
and  was  evidently  the  most  attractive  of  all  the  objects  contained 
in  the  Museum.  At  ni^ht,  a  cheap  theatre  for  farces,  son^  dan* 
ces,  and  similar  entertaiuments  is  opened;  and  this,  bemi^  fre- 
quented by  labourers  and  children,  forms  the  chief  source  (tf  their 
revenue. 

During  our  stay  at  the  Museum  there  were  many  Indians  pres- 
ent, especially  women  and  children,  many  of  them  very  gayly 
drKsed,  with  scarlet  blankets,  feathers,  beads,  and  trinkets,  and  ail 
appearing  to  enjoy  the  music  very  much,  as  well  as  to  be  greatly 
amused  with  the  e£fect  of  a  very  poor  electrical  machine  on  those 
who  held  its  chain.  I  ascertained,  on  inquiry,  that  these  Indians 
belonged  to  the  tribe  of  the  Onondagas,  who  have  a  small  settle- 
ment near  Syracuse,  and  that  free  admission  is  ^ven  to  them  when- 
ever they  come  to  town,  as  the  sight  of  them  m  the  windows  and 
about  the  buildings  draws  strangers  to  enter,  for  the  sake  of  seeing 
them  more  at  leisure  than  they  could  do  in  passing  the  streets.  The 
females  were  more  than  usually  gay  and  attractive  in  their  apparel, 
and  appeared,  from  their  smiling  countenances  and  flaunting  man- 
ner, to  have  learned  the  art  of  coquetry  from  the  whites,  in  which 
thdr  visit  to  the  Museum  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  others  gave 
them  abundant  opportunities  of  practice,  without  much  miprovement 
to  their  morals. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Joomey  from  Syncme  to  Utkm.— Beaatj  of  Uie  Coantrj.— OammeDcement  of  tiit  An* 
tamoai  Tints.— FniitAilDest  of  Americao  Orchards.— Fruit  fiven  to  feed  Cattle,  instead 
of  makiof  Cider.— Lectaresst  Utka.— Descriptkm  of  the  City.— History  and  progrsss- 
ite  Increase.— ConventioQ  of  the  Whigs.— bzcursioo  to  Trenton  FaUa.— Stratifica- 
tion of  the  rocky  Bed.— Fossil  Remains.- Favosite.—Descriptioa  of  the  Falla.— Fatal 
Accidents.— Bemty  of  the  Scenery.— Variety  of  Views.— Comparison  with  Niagara. 
—Journey  from  Utica  to  Schenectady.— B«uity  of  the  Mohawk  Valley.— Joomey 
from  Schenectady  to  Saratoga. 

Having  examined  everything  of  interest  in  and  around  Syracuse, 
we  left  that  town  for  Utica  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  of  September, 
taking,  as  was  our  usual  practice  where  railroads  did  not  exist,  an 
extra-coach  for  our  par^,  and  thus  travelling  at  our  ease  and 
pleasure.    We  left  Syracuse  at  half  past  eight,  and  reached  Utica 
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about  five,  being  thus  more  than  eight  hours  in  performing  a  dis- 
tance of  fifty  miles,  though  we  had  a  lightly-laden  coach  and  four 
good  horses  all  the  way ;  but  the  roads  are  really  so  bad,  even  in 
what  the  people  of  the  country  think  the  best  parts  of  them,  that  the 
travelling  is  both  slow  and  fatiguing  m  a  very  high  degree.  I 
think  200  miles  might  be  performed  in  England  with  much  less 
muscular  motion,  and  with  far  less  sense  of  ratigue,  than  50  miles 
on  the  stage-roads  of  America. 

-  As  our  route  was  the  same  as  that  by  which  we  had  before  trav- 
elled when  going  westward,  we  observed  nothing  new  beyond 
those  changes  which  the  more  advanced  state  of  the  season  had 
produced.  The  beautiful  and  extensive  landscape  views  were  as 
striking  as  ever,  and  impressed  us  at  every  step  with  the  boundless 
fertility  of  the  country,  and  the  certainty  of  its  future  greatness, 
when  an  increased  population  shall  have  filled  up  all  the  present 
unoccupied  tracts  of  forest  and  uncleared  land,  of  which  there  are 
still  millions  of  acres  untouched  by  the  axe  of  the  woodman.  The 
harvest  of  grain  had  all  been  gathered  in,  and  was  unusually  abun- 
dant. The  autumnal  tints  had  begun  to  appear  upon  the  trees,  and 
gave  additional  richness  to  the  foliage ;  and  the  orchards,  of  which 
we  saw  hundreds  in  the  course  of  our  journey,  many  adjoining  the 
roadside,  others  attached  to  isolated  dwellings,  and  others  mter- 
mingled  with  the  woods  and  fields,  were  literally  bending  beneath 
the  weight  of  their  fruit. 

Abundant,  however,  as  is  the  supply  from  the  orchards  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  scarcely  any  of  their  produce  is  now  devoted  to 
the  making  of  cider.  The  temperance  societies  have  proved,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  farmer,  that  it  is  more  economical  and  more 
profitable  to  him  to  feed  his  cattle  on  the  fruit  than  to  convert  it 
mto  a  beverage  which  does  not  benefit,  any  more  than  simple  wa- 
ter would  do,  those  who  use  it  ever  so  moderately,  and  which 
ereatly  injures  those  who  take  it  to  excess.  This  new  appropria- 
tion of  the  fruits  of  the  orchard  to  food  instead  of  drink,  being 
found  by  experience  to  be  the  most  profitable  to  the  grower,  is 
likely  to  remain  permanent,  and  cider  has  accordingly  diisappeared 
as  a  general  beverage  of  the  peasantry. 

We  remained  in  UticA  three  days,  on  the  evenings  of  which  I 
delivered  three  lectures  descriptive  of  the  monuments  of  Egypt,  to 
a  smaller  audience  than  any  I  had  yet  found  in  either  of  the  towns 
of  the  state,  the  number  scarcely  exceeding  100,  though  the  popu- 
lation is  above  12,000.  This  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the 
lectures  were  announced  under  the  auspices  of  a  committee,  at  the 
bead  of  which  was  the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  president  of  the 
Young  Men's  Association,  and  about  a  dozen  of  the  most  influen- 
tial and  important  men  of  the  place.  I  learned  from  these,  how- 
ever, that  Utica  was  undoubtedly  far  behind  many  towns  of  much 
less  population  in  literary  taste,  and  that,  consequently,  the  number 
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^vlitktook  any  interest  in  promoting  the  diflfusion  of  literar?  infor* 
mafion  was  comparatively  few  indeed ;  while  the  great  majority  of 
the  community  were  so  immersed  in  business,  that  they  could  not, 
or  would  not,  afford  the  time  to  turn  aside  from  their  ordinary  oc- 
cupations for  anything  but  food  and  rest,  and  even  to  these  they 
devoted  much  less  time  than  the  demands  of  nature  for  both  require. 
This  1^  indeed,  characteristic  of  the  business-dlen  of  the  country 

Senerally,  who  are  so  entirely  absorbed  in  their  various  pursuits, 
lat  any  and  everything  which  does  not  /strictly  advance  these  is 
thought  to  be  unworthy  of  their  attention ;  a  fault  which  time  alone 
is  likely  to  correct 

Utica  is  very  pleasantly  situated,  and  is  a  remarkably  fine  town. 
It  stands  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Mohawk  River,  just  before 
its  entrance  into  the  valley  of  that  name,  and  the  ^eat  Erie  Canal 
(now  in  progress  of  enlargement  here)  passes  nght  through  its 
centre.  It  is  a  much  older  place  than  Buflalo  or  Rochester,  though 
not  so  large  or  so  populous  as  either.  A  fort  existed  here,  called 
Fort  Schuyler,  long  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  some  re- 
mains of  which  are  still  visible ;  and  in  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood  a  party  of  German  settlers,  who  had  fixed  their  abode  here, 
were  routed  by  the  Indians,  some  being  captured  and  made  prison- 
ers, and  others,  flying  for  safety,  took  shelter  in  some  of  the  settle* 
ments  farther  east 

In  1784  the  permanent  settlement  of  this  spot  commeuced  by  a 
nngle  family,  who  took  up  their  position  about  four  miles  west  of 
Fort  Schuyler ;  and  in  1789  several  other  families  were  tempted  to 
pitch  their  dwellings  on  the  spot  where  Utica  now  stands.  This 
nucleus  once  formed,  soon  drew  others  around  it,  and  in  1798  it 
was  advanced  to  a  sufficient  size  to  obtain  a  charter  as  an  incorpo- 
rated village ;  so  rapid  was  its  increase  after  this,  that  in  1832  it 
rose  to  the  dignity  of  a  city,  and  was  incorporated  as  such.  The 
progressive  increase  of  its  population  has  been  steady  from  the 
commencement,  and  is  now  ^oing  on  with  an  accumulated  forcei 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  foUowmg  return : 


In  1813  it  was  .  . 

.  .  1700 

In  1826  it  was  .  . 

.  .  6040 

1810  .  •  .  . 

.  .  2828 

1838  .... 

.  .  7460 

1820  .... 

.  .  2972 

1830  .... 

.  .  8323 

1823  .... 

.  .  4017 

1839  .... 

.  .  9500 

And  in  the  present  year,  1838,  the  population  exceeds  12,000; 
the  advantages  of  its  position  as  a  depot  of  supplies  for  all  the 
surroundiag  country  attracting  merchants  and  traders  every  year  to 
settle  here. 

The  city,  like  all  the  other  towns  of  this  state,  is  well  laid  out ; 
the  streets  regular,  of  ample  breadth,  100  feet  on  the  average,  well 
furnished  with  flag-pavements  for  foot-passengers,  and  better  paved 
in  the  centre  than  most  places  in  this  country.  The  wooden  houses 
of  the  original  settiers  are  almost  wholly  supplanted  by  large  brick 
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dwellings,  and  store-edifices  of  brick  or  stone.  The  stores  ar4»jwt- 
nerous  and  veil  furnished,  and  the  whole  place  wevs  an  ifr  vl 
great  commercial  activity  and  prosperity. 


f?; 


Of  public  buildincs  there  are  an  abundance  proportioned  to  the 
population  of  the  city,  including  a  courthouse  for  the  transacticHi 
of  the  county  business,  and  no  less  than  18  churches,  of  which  the 
Presbyterians  hare  the  greatest  number ;  the  others  include  Epis- 
copalians, Methodists,  Baptists,  Uni versa! ists,  and  Unitarians. 
There  are,  besides  these,  several  institutions  connected  with  edu- 
cation and  the  diffusion  of  useful  information,  including  a  higb- 
scbool,  an  academy,  a  female  institute  or  seminary,  a  lycfeum,  a 
gymnasium,  a  museum,  and  a  mechanics'  hall,  where  the  members 
of  the  Young  Men's  Association  chiefly  meet,  and  where  a  reading 
and  news  room  is  open  to  them,  to  which  all  strangers  in  the  town 
have  free  admission.  The  materials  for  the  cultivation  of  future 
literary  taste  are  therefore  provided  and  set  in  motion,  though  the 
effects  hitherto  produced  by  them  all  are  only  just  beginning  to  be 
perceptible ;  but  time,  which  is  requisite  for  the  accomplishment  of 
all  improvements,  will  bring  the  fuller  development  of  this  taste  in 
its  train.  Business  is  the  chief  object  and  pursuit  of  all  classes ; 
and,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  thus  engaged,  nothing  is 
wanting.  There  are  five  hotels,  three  banks,  several  insurance 
companies,  three  daily  newspapers,  several  weekly  ones,  and  a  re* 
li^ious  joumH)  called  "The  Baptist  Register,"  as  weU  a$  S  mag»> 
2ine,  published  here. 

During  our  stay  at  Utica  a  l^liig  Convention  was  held  to  deter- 
mine on  the  Whig  candidates  for  the  ollices  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor of  the  state,  the  election  for  which  takes  place  in 
November  next.  The  town  was  therefore  very  full,  and  the  ho- 
tels so  crowded  that  it  was  difficult  to  procure  accommodatioiL 
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To  mch  oonrentions  it  is  usual  for  each  Congressional  district  in 
the  state  to  aeod  as  many  delegates  as  they  are  entitled  to  send 
representatives  to  the  Legislature  6f  the  State.  To  this  number 
New- York  City,  from  its  great  population,  contributes  11,  while  no 
other  district  sends  more  than  four.  The  state  is  divided  into  33 
Congressional  districts,  by  which  votes  are  given  for  members  of 
the  Lower  House,  or  House  of  Assembly,  of  which  there  are  128, 
and  into  eight  Senatorial  districts,  by  which  the  votes  are  given  for 
the  members  of  the  Upper  House,  or  Senators,  of  which  there  are 
32,  each  district  sending  four  maHjibers.  The  members  of  the  Lower 
House  are  all  elected  annually,  iiud  those  of  the  Upper  House  for 
four  years,  one  member  for  each  district  going  out  each  year,  and 
the  vacancy  being  filled  up  by  an  annual  election.  The  suffrage 
for  both  houses  includes  every  male  citizen  above  21  years  of  age, 
and  the  mode  of  voting  is  in  both  cases  by  ballot. 

The  Convention,  thus  consisting  of  128  members,  corresponding 
with  the  number  of  the  representatives  in  the  House  of  Asisembly, 
was  quite  full ;  but,  in  addition  to  those  who  came  officially,  a  great 
many  of  the  citizens  and  voters  were  drawn  in  from  the  surrounding* 
country  as  visiters  and  spectators.  The  meeting  were  all  on  one 
nde,  as  is  usual  in  this  country,  and  all  the  prehminary  ones  were 
secret.  The  public  meeting  at  which  the  nomination  took  place 
was  held  in  the  courthouse ;  and  it  having  been  ascertained  by  the 
preliminary  meetings  (this  being,  indeed,  their  object)  which  of  the 
several  persons  named  as  candidates  was  likely  to  command  the 
greatest  number  of  votes,  these  were  selected  and  put  in  nomina- 
tion, the  minorit}'  yielding  up  their  particular  views  or  preferences 
in  favour  of  the  persons  chosen  by  the  majority ;  thus  evincing  that 
sort  of  unanimity  which  is  shown  by  an  Lnglish  jury  when  the  mt^ 
nority  gives  way  to  the  majority,  and  present  their  verdict  as  unani- 
mous ;  or  by  the  cabinet  ministers  of  England,  when  they  make 
any  public  act  what  is  called  a  '^cabinet  measure,"  and  come  down 
to  Parliament  declaring  themselves  to  be  of  one  mind,  and  not  only 
voting,  but  sometimes  speak'mg,  in  favour  of  a  measure  in  the  House 
which  they  had  just  before  opposed  in  the  Council-chamber,  the 
unanimity  in  ea^h  case  being  only  obtained  by  a  sacrifice  of  truth 
and  principle. 

From  Utica  we  made  an  excursion  to  Trenton  Falls,  this  being 
the  nearest  convenient  point  on  the  western  route  from  which  they 
can  be  visited.  They  are  distant  from  Utica  only  fourteen  miles, 
in  a  northody  direction;  but  the  roads  are  so  much  worse  than 
the  stage-roads  in  general,  that  it  takes  three  hours,  with  the  best 
horses,  to  accomplish  the  journey.  We  accordingly  left  Utica  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  reached  the  hotel  at  the  Falls  at  eleven,  having 
stopped  twice  to  water  the  horses  by  the  way.  The  drive  is  beau- 
tiful, from  the  extensive  and  delightful  views  with  which  it  abounds. 
From  the  ridge  of  the  elevated  land,  that  lies  about  midway  be*- 
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#  tween  Utica  a&d  the  Falls,  the  view  ia  really  superb,  embi^ng 
distant  mountains,  succes^re  ridges  of  forests,  sweUng  upland^ 
and  cultivated  plains,  containing  evei^  element  thaf'lkn  c<Hitribute 
to  the  sustenance  and  enjoj'ment  of  their  occupiers.  The  hotel  is 
commodious  and  well  furnished,  and  there  are  two  or  three  villa- 
ges with  good  iiu>s  on  the  road,  so  that  erery  requisite  accommc^ 
oation  can  be  procured.  , 

The  stream  on  which  the  Trenton  Falls  occur  is  called  the  West 
Canada  Creek,  though  it  is  a  river  of  some  length,  nsing  in  the  north 
of  the  State  of  New-York,  and  jovpig  its  waters  wit^  the  stream 
of  the  Mohawk,  at  a  distance  of  tmnty-two  miles  from  the  Falls. 
At  this  spot  the  bed  of  the  rirer  is  upward  of  100  feet  below  the 
upper  edge  of  the  banks,  so  that  the  stream  itself  is  not  visible  until 
you  are  upon  its  very  edge ;  but  a  dark  and  deep  hollow  between 
the  eastern  and  western  hills  that  overhang  it  cm  ether  mde  indi- 
cates the  course  of  the  valley  through  whiui  it  runs. 

The  hotel  ia  not  more  than  100  yards  from  the  western  bank, 
and  this  short  way  is  through  a  thick  mass  of  trees,  which  ascend 
from  the  river  close  to  the  edge  of  the  lawn.  At  the  end  of  the 
walk  you  arrive  at  the  place  of  descent,  where  five  broad  ladders, 
or  senes  of  steps,  with  hand-rails,  make  the  passage  perfectly  safe 
and  easy  to  the  bed  of  the  stream.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  the 
water  was  low,  no  rain  having  fallen  for  many  weeks,  so  that  we 
saw  more  of  the  rocky  bed,  and  of  the  different  strata  conpoong  it, 
than  i3  visible  when  the  water  is  high ;  though,  at  the  seasons  when 
this  is  the  case,  in  the  months  of  April  and  November,  the  in* 
creased  body  of  the  flood  gives  greater  force  and  grandeur  to  the 
cataracts;  but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  the  difficiSty  and  danger 
of  visiting  every  part  of  them  is  much  greater. 


The  depth  of  the  rocky  bed  orer  which  the  river  runs,  and  on 
vtuch  we  were  aow  enabled  to  walk,  is  upward  of  100  feet  irom 
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tiie  top  of  the  overhanging  banks,  and  the  breadth  across  the  ra-* 
vine  at  the  ton  is  about  200  feet  The  stream,  when  at  the  fullest, 
IS  about  150  Iket  in  breadth ;  but  aMhe  present  time  it  did  not  ex- 
ceed fifty,  and  in  some  of  the  narrowest  parts  was  less  than  twenty. 
The  sides  of  the  lofty  banks  presented  nearly  perpendicular  cliflls, 
exhibiting  a  vast  number  of  thin  strata  or  laminae  of  transition-rock, 
of  which  the  patient  perseverance  of  Mr.  Sherman  (^andson  of 
Roger  Sherman,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence) has  counted  400  separate  layers,  varying  from  one  to 
eighteen  inches  thick.  The  lowr  strata  are  of  what  is  called  com- 
pact fcBtid  carbonate  of  lime,  SSA  these  abound  most  with  organic 
or  fossil  remains ;  each  layer,  however,  having  fossils  peculiar  to 
itself.  Some  of  the  middle  strata,  about  fifty  teet  below  the  upper 
surface,  contained  shells  like  those  in  the  bed  of  the  Genesee  River 
at  Rochester;  others,  the  400th  stratum  particularly,  contained 
trilobites,  of  which,  it  is  said,  no  perfect  specimens  have  been  ob- 
tained entire,  except  at  this  spot,  either  in  Europe  or  America ;  and 
even  here  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  them  without  their  being  more 
or  less  mutilated. 

Its  generic  name,  first  given  by  Dr.  Dekay,  of  New-York,  is  the 
hotdas  Gigas.  Its  ordinary  size  b  from  one  to  two  inches  long, 
from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  broad,  and  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
to  half  an  inch  thick ;  its  head  is  unusually  large  for  the  size  of  its 
body,  occupying  one  fourth  its  whole  length,  and  its  body  is  divi- 
ded longitudinally  into  three  lobes  (from  whence  its  name),  with 
transverse  stripes,  like  rings,  or  ridges,  or  scales,  overlapping  each 
other.  They  occur  abundantly  at  Dudley  in  Warwickshire,  being 
found  in  the  limestone  there,  and  were  at  first  called  '^  Dudley  fos- 
sils." They  are  now  known,  however,  to  be  abundant  in  other 
parts  of  England,  always  in  limestone,  and  some  have  also  been 
found  in  Germany  and  Sweden,  but  the  most  perfect  specimens  are 
said  to  be  here ;  one  recently  obtained  by  the  keeper  of  the  hotel, 
and  which  we  saw,  was  the  largest  ever  found,  being  8  inches  in 
length  by  4  in  breadth,  beautifully  marked,  and  perfect  in  all  its 

Karts :  he  asked  300  dollars,  or  J&60  sterling,  for  it,  aftd  believed 
e  should  get  500  dollars  for  it  if  he  kept  it  a  few  years ! 
The  animal,&w  extinct,  having  a  sort  of  slip  at  the  termination 
of  the  side-lobes,  like  an  Indian  paddle,  it  is  inferred  that  it  could 
readily  swim,  and  these  slips  bemg  not  only  movable,  but  cnista- 
ceous,  it  is  also  conjectured  that  it  could  as  readily  crawl  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea^  to  which  it  once  belonged.  Another  fossil  is 
found  here,  called  the  Fa  vosite,  on  which  Mr.  Sherman  has  the  fol- 
lowing curious  observations : 

»*  I  have  hazarded,  to  several,  the  novel  conjecture  that  the  Favosite 
— found  here  in  the  greatest  abundance,  from  one  eighth  of  an  inch  to 
six  inches  in  diameter  at  the  base,  and  from  two  to  nine  superstrue- 
tores,  some  containing  6  or  800,000  coluauis-*-is  a  miniature  exempUfi- 
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cation  of  colamnar  basaltes  at  the  Giants*  Causeway  and  other  places ; 
which,  if  my  conjecture  is  correct,  must  have  been, the  production  of  a 
gigantic  order  of  marine  antediluvian  (not  to  say  antimjudane)  pol3rpi. 
Whether  the  substance  which  composes  these  columnsnbrms  is  lime, 
silex,  basalt,  or  other  substance,  so  exactly  do  they  correspond  to  each 
other  in  their  prominent  but  very  singular  peculiarities,  that  I  am  una* 
ble  to  doubt  it.  There  is  one  single  point  only  in  which  I  have  not 
had  opportunity  to  make  a  comparison,  viz.,  as  to  the  circular  perfora- 
tions in  the  parities  of  the  cell,  by  which  the  mass  becomes  one  coo-  • 
nected  system.  I  am  not  advised  whether  any  such  thing  has  been 
observed  in  columnar  basaltes,  i.  e.,  in  the  prism,  or  space  of  coIubui 
between  the  articulations.  The  hdjipw  specimens  or  the  weather- 
worn summits  are  those  alone  whei^ve  are  authorized  to  expect  this 
demonstration,  and  where,  in  view  of  the  entire  correspondence  in 
every  particular,  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  and  will  be  found.  It  would  be 
a  miracle  in  nature  that  there  should  be  a  perfect  correspondence  in 
twenty  particulars,  and  yet  a  failure  in  the  last.  The  basaltic  columns 
must,  of  course,  be  mammoth  favosites.^ 

From  the  depth  of  the  ravine,  the  singular  appearance  of  the 
countless  lines  of  horizontal  strata  in  the  perpendicuJar  cliib,  the  rich 
clothing  of  foliage  which  crown  these  summits,  and  often  lines  their 
sides,  the  solitude  of  the  spot,  and  the  turbulent  rushing  and  roar* 
ing  of  the  waters,  as  well  as  the  beauty  and  variety  of  the  Tiews  ei- 
ther  up  or  down  the  stream,  the  prospect  was  full  of  beauty,  uniting 
Ae  wildness  and  softness  of  nature  in  an  unuRial  degree.  We 
walked  up  from  hence  along  the  rocky  platform  of  the  western 
bank,  which  at  the  present  time  was  perfectly  easy,  though,  when 
the  river  is  full,  it  is  necessary  to  hold  on  by  chains  fastened  to  the 
cliff,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  falling  into  the  stream :  a  fote  that  has 
befallen  two  young  ladies,  one.  Miss  Suydam,  of  New- York,  in 
1827,  and  another,  Miss  Thome,  of  the  same  city,  a  few  years 
later. 

This  brought  us  to  the  first  Falls,  which  are  called  Sherman's 
Falls,  and  are  about  thirty-five  feet  high.  The  appearance  was 
picturesque  rather  than  grand,  and  pleasing  rather  than  sublime; 
the  impression,  even  of  the  picturesque  and  pleasdng,  was  derived 
more  from  the  surrounding  scenery  than  from  the  Fall  itself.  A 
little  below  this,  a  safe  and  well-secured  wooden  bridge  is  thrown 
across  the  stream,  by  which  a  passage  is  effected  to  the  eastern 
bank ;  and,  ascending  thence  to  a  heignt  called  th^'Pinnacle,  a  fine 
view  is  commanded  of  the  upper  and  lower  Falls,  and  the  deep 
gorge  of  the  ravine. 

Descending  again  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  recrossing  the 
bridge,  a  series  of  ladders  and  paths  lead  higher  up  the  western 
bank,  along  which  you  walk  till  you  arrive  at  what  are  called  the 
High  Falls,  of  which  there  are  three  separate  cascades,  the  upper 
one  having  a  descent  of  forty-eight  feet,  the  second  eleven,  and  the 
tlurd  or  last  thirty-seven ;  the  whole,  including  the  perpendicular 
and  sloping  descents,  making  one  hundred  and  nine  feet  This  is, 
on  th^  whole,  the  finest  point  of  the  Falls,  the  scenery  and  the  caU 
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ttrads  tx^ther  forming  a  sublime  and  beautiful  picture ;  and  in  the 
•eason  of  the  floods  it  must  possess  terror  as  well  as  beauty. 

From  henoe  we  aga'm  ascended  over  the  broken  ledges  of  the 
locks,  the  several  strata  of  the  limestone  shaling  off  from  each  other, 
in  thicknesses  of  from  four  to  eight  inches,  making  a  series  of  nat- 
ural steps,  by  each  ledge  projecting  out  below  and  in  advance  of 
the  one  above  it ;  so  Uiat,  if  persons  possess  confidence,  nothing 
can  be  safer  than  the  foothold  obtained. 

Above  these  high  Falls  is  a  house  of  refreshment,  where  we 
urere  all  glad  to  halt ;  and  thQ|gh  the  provender  was  very  limited 
in  variety — biscuits,  cheese,  aia  sweet  cakes  being  the  only  food 
to  be  obtained — neither  bread  nor  butter  bein^  in  the  catalogue, 
yet  our  climbing  exercise  had  given  us  appetites,  for  which  any- 
thing wholesome  had  a  rich  zest ;  and  here  we  halted  to  repose 
and  recruit.  The  view  from  hence  is  also  exquisitely  beautiful,  and 
may  be  gazed  upon  for  hours  without  tiring.  There  are  three  other 
Falls  even  above  this,  called  ""  The  MUl  Dam/' ''  The  Cascades,'^ 
and  ^  The  Upper  Falls ;"  and  each  has  beauties  of  its  own  that  are 
quite  worth  the  fatigue  of  the  walk  to  examine  and  enjoy,  though 
these  cascades  are  not  more  than  fourteen,  eighteen,  and  twenty 
feet  in  perpendicular  fall. 

The  winding  path  which  leads  from  the  last  point  of  inspection 
back  to  the  hotel  is  through  a  dense  primeval  forest,  the  shade  of 
which  was  most  grateful  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  for  our  excur- 
sion occupied  about  three  hpurs,  from  eleven  to  two.  Besides  the 
pleasure  it  afforded  us  from  its  shade,  the  path  brought  us  every 
BOW  and  then  to  the  immediate  brink  of  the  precipice  overhanging 
the  deep  valley  on  its  western  edge,  and  gave  us  frequent  oppor^ 
tunities  of  looking  down  into  the  magnificent  ravine  below.  The 
whole  difference  of  elevation  between  the  point  where  the  first  rap- 
id commences,  just  above  the  Upper  Fall,  to  the  place  where  the 
last  rapid  termmates,  beyond  the  lowest,  or  Conrad's  Fall,  is  387 
feet,  in  a  distance  of  five  miles;  but  in  walking  along  the  edge  of 
the  western  cliff  from  the  High  Falls  to  Sherman's  Fall,  and  a  lit- 
tle below  it,  the  views  are  indescribably  beautifiil. 

The  scene  wants  the  might  and  majesty  of  Niagara,  with,  which, 
indeed,  it  ought  never  to  be  compared,  because  they  are  entirely 
dissimilar ;  but  what  it  wants  in  size  and  grandeur  is  made  up 
fully  in  picturesque  beauty  and  in  exquisite  variety  of  view,  chan- 
ging at  every  point,  and  forcing  the  most  indifferent  to  express  their 
admiration*  Altogether  we  were  delighted  with  our  excursion ; 
and  after  dining  at  the  hotel  at  two,  we  returned  home  by  the 
same  route,  enjoyed  a  lovely  sunset  view  of  Utica  glittering  in  the 
centre  of  the  great  plain  pn  which  it  stands,  and  reached  the  city 
about  six  o'clock. 

On  the  foliowine  morning,  September  16,  we  left  Utica  by  the 
railroad  cars  for  Srhenectadyi  starting  at  nine  o'clock  and  arri- 
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•  ving  at  one,  being  thus  four  hours  in  performing  a  distance  of 
eighty-one  miles.  Our  route  was  through  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Mohawk,  which  lost  none  of  its  charms  on  a  second  inspection^ 
but  presented  a  continued  series  of  lovely  landscapes,  thickly- 
wooded  hills,  rich  grazing  plains,  abundant  cattle,  the  constantly- 
enlarging  and  ever-winding  river,  and  flourishing  villages  all 
along  the  line.  At  Schei;iectadY  we  were  joined  by  a  British  of- 
ficer, who  had  come  out  by  the  last  London  packet  from  England 
to  New- York,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  this 
being  found  a  nearer  route  than  tl^^passaee  to  Halifax  or  Canadai 
direct  We  took  at  this  place  me  railroad  cars  for  Saratoga 
Springs,  and  reached  there  about  half  past  five  o'clock ;  we  found 
comfortable  quarters  at  our  former  abode,  the  Union  Hall  Hotel, 
with  very  few  visiters,  and  here  we  remained,  therefore,  for  the 
night. 

On  the  next  morning,  as  the  weather  was  delicious,  we  took  a 
walk  around  the  village ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  striking  than 
the  solitude  and  silence  in  which  it  was  now  enwrapped,  compared 
with  the  throng  and  bustle  in  which  we  left  it  six  weeks  ago. 
Then  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  more  than  3000  visiters 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  every  house,  public  and  private, 
was  full  to  overflowing.  Now  there  were  not  more  than  seventy 
strangers  in  the  place,  all  of  whom  were  stopping  at  Union  Hall, 
as  all  the  other  large  hotels  had  been  closed  during  the  preceding 
week.  The  spacious  porticoes  and  vejrandas  of  the  Coneress  HaU 
and  United  States  Hotel,  that  a  few  weeks  ago  were  filled  with 
the  choicest  specimens  of  the  beauty  and  fa^ion  of  the  United 
States,  were  now  as  solitary  as  the  ruins  of  Babylon  or  Palmyra ; 
and  as  a  large  number  of  the  shopkeepers,  as  well  as  those  forming 
the  establishments  of  the  hotels,  are  temporary  residents  for  the 
season,  these,  too,  had  taken  their  flight ;  so  that,  in  a  walk  of  two 
or  three  hours  through  and  around  the  village,  we  did  not  see  half 
a  dozen  individuals. 

The  few  persons  remaining  at  the  hotel  were  real  invalids,  who 
came  here,  honajidey  for  their  health,  some  to  take  the  waters,  but 
others  for  the  pure  air  and  undisturbed  tranquillity  of  the  spot,  and 
both  of  these  could  certainly  be  enjoyed  in  the  highest  degree  of 
perfection  at  this  moment  In  the  open  air  the  sun  still  continued 
to  be  warm ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  there  was  a  freshness  in  the 
air  which  made  exercise  as  delightful  as  it  was  healthy.  Within 
doors,  however,  a  fire  was  agreeable;  and  the  majority  of  the 
company  seemed  to  prefer  forming  a  circle  round  a  blazing  hearth, 
on  which  large  logs  of  wood  were  continually  supplied,  to  going 
out ;  and  newspapers,  books,  and  conversation  beguiled  their  time. 

In  directing  my  inquiries  as  to  our  route  from  hence  to  Boston, 
I  found  that  the  one  which  would  afibrd  us  the  best  opportunity 
to  see  the  greatest  extent  and  variety  of  country  in  our  way,  would 
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be  to  go  from  hence  to  the  commencement  of  Lake  George,  ssdl  9 
up  that  beautiful  sheet  of  water  to  the  ruined  fort  of  Ticonderoga, 
there  join  the  steamboat  from  Whitehall  on  the  following  day,  and 
up  Lake  Champlain  to  Burlington;  from  thence  cross  over  the 
Is  of  Vermont,  by  Montpelier,  to  the  White  Mountains  in  New- 
Hampshire,  and  thence  across  the  country  to  Portland  in  Maine, 
from  which  steamboats  go  daily  to  Boston ;  for  this  route  we  ac* 
eordingly  prepared,  sending  a  servant  with  our  heavy  baggage 
round  from  New-York  into  JBoston  by  sea. 
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• 

On  Monday,  the  17di  of  September,  we  left  Saratoga  Springs  for 
Lake  George  in  the  regular  stage-coach  that  runs  between  these 

1>Iaces.  The  distance  was  only  twenty-seven  miles ;  but,  though  we 
eft  at  one  o'clock,  we  did  not  reach  the  end  of  our  journey  till  nine, 
having  been  eight  hours  on  the  road,  and  with  four  horses,  twice 
changed  on  the  way,  accomplishing  only  about  three  miles  and  a 
half  m  the  hour.  The  roaci,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  both  hilly 
and  sandy ;  but  it  was  altogether  the  slowest  rate  of  travelling  we 
had  yet  experienced  in  the  country.  The  only  place  of  interest 
that  we  passed  in  the  route  was  the  spot  where  we  crossed  the 
Hudson  at  Glen's  Falls.  After  Niagara  and  the  Trenton  Falls,  the 
cataract  here  would  be  regarded  as  insimificant,  though  it  is  not 
without  its  share  of  interest  The  actual  perpendicular  fall  is  six- 
ty-three feet,  though  there  is  a  steep  angular  d  Jbent  of  500  feet  at 
least ;  but  at  this  season  of  the  year  the  waters  were  low,  and, 
conseauently,  the  full  effect  of  the  cataract  could  not  be  seen.  The 
bed  of  the  river  exhibits  precisely  the  same  appearances  as  those 
already  described  at  Trenton  Fall^  where  successive  layers  of  lime- 
stone rock,  formed  by  successive  deposites  and  subsequent  pressure, 
make  up  an  immense  bed  of  strata;  and  these  are  in  many  places 
so  worn  by  the  action  of  the  water,  and  broken  olf*  sharply  by 
other  causes,  as  to  present  regular  series  of  steps. 
Vol.  DL— L  l  23 
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^  There  are  two  great  caremoiB  avenues  under  one  of  these  heda 
of  rock,  through  whidi  persons  can  easily  pass,  and  on  the  walls 
of  which  are  the  names  and  initials  of  many  former  visiters ;  a 
custom  far  more  extensively  prevalent  among  the  Americans  than 
even  among  the  English,  who  surpass  all  the  nations  of  Europe  in 
the  indulgence  ^uis  propensity.  I  scarcel;]^  remember  visiting 
any  place  at  all  remarkable  in  this  country,  without  finding  every 
accessible  roace  of  wall  or  surface  covered  with  names,  mitial^ 
and  dates  ot  visiters,  and  this  extends  even  to  the  walls  and  win- 
dows of  hotels  and  inns  on  the  road,  as  if  the  parties  thought  it  a 
wonderful  achievement  to  have  journeyed  so  far  from  home ! 

We  found  at  Caldwell,  the  pret^  village  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
George,  an  extensive  and  commodious  hotel ;  and  there  bem^  but 
few  visiters  at  this  late  period  of  the  summer,  we  had  our  cnoice 
of  apartments. 

On  the  following  morning  we  had  to  breakfast  at  six,  and  em- 
bark in  the  steamboat  imm^iately  after  for  our  voyage  up  Lake 
George.  The  morning  was  beautiful ;  and  the  dense  white  mass- 
es of  cloud  that  hung  upon  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and  in  some  places 
were  spread  out  upon  the  surface  of  the  lake  itself,  contrasted  stri- 
kingly and  pleasantly  with  the  ^een-topped  hills,  clothed  with  ver- 
dure to  their  very  summits,  which  rose  on  every  side  above  them. 
We  proceeded  up  the  lake,  with  few  passengers  besides  ourselves,  at 
a  rate  of  about  seven  or  eight  miles  an  hour,  and  were  delighted 
with  every  part  of  our  way. 

The  lake  is  thirty-six  miles  in  length  from  north  to  south,  but  is 

fenerally  very  narrow,  varymg  from  one  to  four  miles  only  in 
readth.  Its  three  principal  features  of  beauty  are  the  lofty  and 
wooded  hills  which  enclose  it  on  both  sides,  varying  from  600  to 
1600  feet  in  elevation ;  its  numerous  islands,  said  to  exceed  300,  of 
every  variety  of  size,  and  full  of  the  picturesque  in  form  and  fea- 
ture ;  and  the  remarkable  transparency  of  its  waters,  which  admits 
a  distinct  view  of  the  sandy  and  gravelly  bottom  at  a  depth  of  five 
or  six  fathoms,  and  exhibits  the  movements  of  the  fish  with  which 
these  waters  abound.  The  cause  of  this  clearness  of  the  water  is 
no  doubt  the  absence  of  any  rivers  or  streams  running  into  the 
lake ;  for  these,  by  the  soil  they  carry  down  in  their  course,  always 
render  the  waters  of  lakes  and  seas  more  or  less  turUd ;  and  to 
supply  the  annual  ^aste  by  solar  evaporation,  there  are  many 
springs  at  the  bottom,  whose  bubbling  c^ervescence  can  be  some- 
times distinctly  seen. 

The  wooded  hills  near  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lake  are 
mostly  untenanted;  but,  as  you  advance  higher  up  towards  die 
north,  some  of  the  lands  near  the  borders  of  the  water  appear  to 
be  cleared,  and  farmhouses  and  cattle  indicate  the  presence  of 
agricultural  settlements.  On  several  of  the  islands  also  are  dwell- 
ings and  farms,  though  by  far  the  greatest  number  are  uninhabited^ 
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and  are  u  romanticBllr  wild  and  beautifiil  as  the  nKNrt  ardent  lorer     A| 
of  the  picturesque  couid  desire. 

About  midway  in  our  passage  up  the  lake  we  passed  through  a 
atrait  called  the  Narrows,  which  is  little  more  than  half  a  mile 


across  in  some  parts,  and  varies  from  this  to  a  mile  for  a  distance 
of  a  couple  of  leagues.  The  water  b  s^d  to  be  so  deep  here  that 
no  bottom  has  been  found  with  a  line  of  five  hundred  feet  in 
length.  From  hence,  too,  the  mountains  become  loftier,  and  one 
eminence,  called  the  Black  Mountain,  rises  to  an  elevation  of  S200 
feet,  while  many  others  approach  it  nearly  in  altitude,  and  by  their 
undulating  forms,  and  fine  intervening  valleys  and  ravines,  add 
greatly  to  the  richness  of  the  scenery. 

From  the  point  of  departure  at  Caldwell,  near  which  are  Sandy 
HIU,  Bloody  Pond,  Fort  George,  and  Fort  William  Henry,  all  the 
way  up  to  the  point  of  landing  at  Hconderoga,  there  is  a  contin> 
ued  succession  of  military  relics,  in  ruined  forts  and  well-knowa 
batlle-grouods,  which  deeply  interest  the  American  traveller,  be- 
cause they  tell  of  the  tiiuroplis  of  his  fathers  over  thor  enemies, 
and  proclaim  the  victories  of  his  immediate  ancestors.  But  they 
cannot  and  do  not  so  deeply  interest  the  English  traveller,  thouga 
some  of  them  force  themselves  on  his  attention.  One  of  these  is 
a  place  called  Sabbath  Day  Point,  where,  on  a  projection  of  land 
on  the  western  shore  jutting  oiit  into  the  lake,  a  body  of  English 
troops  landed  on  a  Sunday  during  the  French  war,  and  where,  in 
a  sanguinary  battle  fought  between  them  and  the  Indians,  the  £ng> 
lish  were  all  killed,  no  way  of  retreat  being  left  open  for  them, 
and  no  quarter  shown.  Another  spot,  a  few  miles  beyond  this,  is 
called  Lord  Howe's  Point,  it  being  the  place  where  Liord  Howe 
landed  just  previous  to  the  battle  of  Ticonderoga,  in  which  he  re* 
ceived  bis  death-wound. 
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Between  tbese  two  militaiy  spots  is  a  remarkable  hill,  on  the 
steep  side  of  which,  fronting  the  lake,  is  a  smooth  declivity  of  rock 
called  Rogers's  Slide,  from  this  traditional  story.  It  is  said  that  a 
Colonel  Rogers,  of  the  British  army,  was  here  pursued  by  the  In- 
dians during  the  French  war,  and,  bein^  driven  to  the  very  edee 
of  the  descending  slide,  with  no  possibility  of  escape,  he  boldly 
dashed  on  to  the  Slide,  and,  having  snow-shoes  on  at  the  time, 
from  the  great  abundance  of  snow  everywhere  on  the  hills,  he  slid 
^  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  landed  in  perfect  safety  at  the^ 

L-«  mountain's  £)ot    The  Indians,  regarding  this  as  a  feat  which  no 

^  ordinary  mortal  could  perform,  concluded  that  the  colonel  was 

Eifted  with  some  charmed  or  supernatural  spirit,  which  protected 
is  life  and  rendered  him  invulnerable ;  and  therefore  they  thought 
it  might  bring  upon  them  the  wrath  of  the  Great  Spirit  to  pursue 
him  farther. 

It  was  about  eleven  o'clock  when  we  reached  the  landing  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  where  we  found  carriages  m  waiting  to  carry 
us  across  the  narrow  neck  of  land,  of  three  miles  in  extent,  which 
^  separates  Lake  George,  or«Lake  Horicon,  which  is  its  Indian  name, 

from  the  larger  sheet  of  Lake  Champlain.  The  waters  of  Lake 
George  communicate  with  those  of  Lake  Champlain  by  a  narrow 
strait,  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  flow 
into  those  of  Liake  Ontario.  There  is  said  to  be  a  fall  of  500  feet 
from  Lake  George  to  Lake  Champlain ;  but,  instead  of  the  waters 
being  precipitated  over  one  lofty  precipice,  as  in  the  strait  of  Ni- 
agara, they  are  here  broken  into  several  small  falls,  at  intervals, 
along  the  narrow  channel  of  three  miles  in  length,  where  mills  are 
established  for  sawing  timber,  of  which  we  saw  vast  quantities  in 
the  course  of  our  short  ride. 

We  turned  off  from  the  ordinary  road  between  the  lakes  to  visit 
the  ruins  of  Fort  Ticonderoga,  which  form  a  prominent  object  in 
the  picture  from  all  points  of  view,  and  wear  an  imposing  aspect 
in  their  solitude.  The  promontory  chosen  for  the  erection  of  this 
fort,  which  was  ori^nally  built  by  the  French  in  1766,  resembles 
that  called  West  Point  on  the  Hudson  River,  projecting,  as  it  does, 
into  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  completely  commanding 
the  passage  from  this  into  Lake  George,  as  well  as  all  the  range  of 
the  former  up  and  down  its  waters.  The  elevation  of  the  fort 
above  the  lake  is  about  200  feet;  .but  it  was  commanded  by  two 
loftier  hills,  one  called  Mount  Independence,  on  the  southeast,  be- 
yond the  lake,  and  the  other  called  Mount  Defiance,  on  the  west, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  strait  This  latter  is  720  feet  in  height ; 
and  when  the  Americans  occupied  Fort  Ticonderoga,  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  General  Burgoyne  stationed  his  artillery  on  this  el- 
evation, and  compelled  the  Americans  to  evacuate  the  fort,  though 
he  was  himself  soon  after  obliged  to  surrender,  with  all  his  army,  to 
the  American  forces  at  Saratoga.    The  fort  was  subsequently  dis- 
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mantled,  and  is  now  ia  complete  ruins ;  the  ditches,  parapets,  and 
outworks  are  all  visible,  and  the  walls  of  the  magazine  are  still 
standing.  There  are  several  subterraneous  vaults  and  passages 
also  quite  perfect ;  ajid  it  was  through  one  of  these  that  the  Amer- 
ican Colonel  Ethan  Allen  approached  the  fort,  when  he  entered  and 
took  possession  of  it  "  in  the  name  of  the  great  Jehovah  and  the 
Continental  Congress." 

From  Fort  Ticonderoga  we  resumed  our  journey,  and  descended 
to  the  ferry  across  Lake  Champlaio,  where  we  passed  over  in 
one  of  the  rudest  boats  I  had  ever  seen ;  it  was  little  more  than 
an  oblong  trough  or  tray,  the  bead  and  stem  shelving  upward  from 
the  water,  and  the  bottom  perfectly  flat ;  it  had  a  mast  in  the  cen* 
tre,  with  a  swinging  gaff  aiul  boom  for  a  mainsail,  that  traversed 
r^bt  round  the  mast,  so  that  the  head  of  the  boat  could  be  made 
the  stern,  and  the  stern  the  head,  alternately ;  and  with  this  angle 
nil  and  a  deep  leeboard,  the  helmsman  steering  with  a  long  oar, 
we  soon  crossed  the  lake  and  landed  at  the  station  of  Sborebam. 
There  we  had  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat  from  WHtehall 
to  Burlington,  and  we  employed  the  interval  in  taking  dinner, 
which  was  provided  for  us  m  tne  most  uninviting  form,  and  from 
which  we  made  an  unsatisfactory  meal.  During  our  stay  we  found 
some  pelrifactions  on  the  beach,  chiefly  of  marine  shells  imbedded 
in  limestone,  as  well  as  some  encbrinites,  conus,  and  a  fruit  w  nut 
resembling  the  hickory  nut  of  the  present  day.  We  learned  front 
the  innkeeper  at  Sborebam  that  there  are  neither  springs  nor  rivu* 
lets  of  fresh  water  within  several  miles,  and  that  all  attempts  to 
sink  wells  by  boring  for  springs  had  been  hitherto  unsuccessful ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  their  only  supply  of  water  for  all  domestic 
purposes  is  from  the  lake;  and  as  this  is  frozen  over  so  as  to  be 
passed  by  heavy  wa^ns  during  three  or  four  months  of  the  year, 
the  mode  of  laying  m  tbeii  supplies  is  to  lake  in  a  large  quantity 
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4^     of  the  ice  during  Tnnter,  which  is  kept  in  a  closed  reservoir,  and 
this  ice,  melted  down,  is  the  only  water  thcnr  use. 

About  three  o'clodc  the  steamboat  Burlington  stopped  at  the 
landing-place,  and  in  her  we  embarked  for  Burlington,  higher  up 
Lake  Champlain,  where  we  proposed  to  land.  Inis  was  one  of 
the  most  elegant  vessels  I  had  yet  seen  in  America ;  and  of  steam- 
vessels,  the  most  complete  in  all  her  fittings  and  equipments  that  I 
had  ever  seen  m  any  part  of  the  world,  not  excepting  the  Great 
"Western,  which  I  visited  and  examined  at  New-Yoric.  ^ 

The  Burlington  being  built  for  lake  navigation,  and  not  having 
to  encounter  the  heavy  gales  of  the  Atlantic,  did  not,  of  course,|^ 
require  the  strength  and  solidity  of  the  Great  Western ;  and  th» 
enabled  h^r  constructors  to  give  her  a  finer  mould,  and  to  produce 
elegance  of  form  and  rapidity  of  motion  in  a  higher  degree.  Her 
huU  is  a  complete  model  of  grace  and  beauty;  all  her  equipments 
are  of  the  first  order ;  and  her  interior  accommodation,  for  comfort 
and  splendour  combined,  surpass  those  of  any  ship  or  vessel  I  have 
ever  seen.  Her  engines  are  of  250-horse  power,  and  she  cost 
about  100,000  dollars,  or  20,000/.  sterling.  The  captain  was 
worthy  of  his  ship,  taking  the  highest  degree  of  pride  in  her ;  and 
evei^  part  of  her  was  as  sweet,  pure,  and  clean  as  a  royal  yacht 

llie  scenery  of  Lake  Champlain  improved  as  we  advanced ;  in 
the  part  where  we  embarked  the  lake  was  little  more  than  two 
miles  across,  and  the  land  not  elevated  ;  farther  up  to  the  north- 
ward the  waters  expanded  to  a  greater  breadth,  the  hills  became 
more  lofty,  and  the  promontories  projected  boldly  out  on  either 
side;  the  wood  and  verdure  were  also  abundant,  and  the  whole, 
though  less  romantically  beautiful  than  that  of  Lake  George,  was, 
nevertheless,  always  pleasing,  and  often  picturesque. 

During  our  passage  up  the  lake  we  witnessed,  between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  an  annular  eclipse  of  the  sun.  The  sky  was  often 
overcast  with  clouds,  but  at  intervals  the  disc  of  die  sun  was  suffi- 
ciently cleared  from  all  obstructions  to  enable  us  to  perceive  the 
eclipse  in  great  perfection.  The  darkness  at  half  past  four  was  as 
great  as  at  sunset  on  ordinary  days,  and  the  whole  aspect  of  nature 
was  of  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  kind ;  the  restoration  of  the 
entire  light  of  the  sun  took  place  before  his  setting,  and  the  transi- 
tion from  darkness  to  light  was  striking  and  remarkable. 

At  eight  o'clock  we  reached  Burlington,  where  we  landed  and 
reposed  for  the  night,  the  steamboat  pursuing  her  way  to  the  head 
of  Lake  Champlain  at  St.  Johns,  where  the  greater  number  of  her 
passengers  would  disembark  for  Montreal ;  this  route  from  New- 
York  to  Canada  being  now  the  most  expeditious,  most  economical, 
and  most  agreeable,  and  being  more  and  more  frequented  every 
year. 

On  the  following  morning,  Tuesday,  September  19,  we  took  an 
early  view  of  the  town  of  Burlington,  the  first  place  we  had  visited 
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in  New-EDgland,  which  comprehended  the  six  states  east  of  the 
River  Hudson,  namely,  Vermont,  New-Hampshire,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Islancf,  and  Connecticut ;  to  the  inhabitants  of  which 
states  only  the  term  ^^  Yankee"  is  applied  in  America,  though  in 
England  the  term  is  erroneously  used  to  designate  Americans  in 

f general.     It  may  be  added  that  this  term  is  not  deemed  reproach- 
ul  here ;  persons  often  boast  of  their  being  Yankees,  as  implying 
a  more  thorough  English  descent,  with  a  less  admixture  of  foreign 
^aiood ;  and  I  remember,  in  Rochester,  seeing  a  sign  over  a  shop 
^where  all  kmds  of  goods  were  sold,  designating  it  as  '*  The  Yankee 
^  Pedlers'  Store ;"  the  enterprising  and  industrious  New-Englanders 
often  travelling,  with  a  pack  on  their  backs,  from  the  Eastern 
through  the  Western  States  as  pedlers,  and  thus  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  competency  which  they  subsequently  improve  into  opu- 
lence. 

Burlin^n  is  an  extremely  prettj  town,  or,  as  it  is  technically 
called,  '*  mcorporated  village,"  havmg  an  incorporation  of  muni- 
cipal authorities  for  all  purposes  of  municipal  government,  but  not 
yet  possessing  the  dignity  of  a  chartered  city.  It  is  seated  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  on  a  rising  ground  that  slopes  up- 
ward with  a  gentle  ascent  from  the  margin  of  the  water,  and  thus 
displays  all  its  buildings  to  the  greatest  advantage.  At  present 
there  are  about  500  houses  of  every  description,  with  five  churches, 
and  a  population  of  about  5000  persons.  It  has  a  courthouse  and 
jail  for  county  purposes,  and  a  fine  university,  which  stands  on  the 
most  elevated  part  of  the  town,  about  350  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  lake.  This  university  was  incorporated  in  1791,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  from  the  funds  of  which  it  was 
largely  assisted.  Its  Ubrary  contains  at  present  about  2000  vol- 
umes, with  an  excellent  apparatus  for  scientific  experiments.  About 
40,000  acres  of  land  belong  to  this  university  ;  the  income  derived 
from  this  sotkibb  is  at  present  nearly  2000  dollars,  and  it  is  increas- 
ing every  year  with  tne  increased  value  of  land.  The  view  from 
the  higher  part  of  the  town  across  the  lake,  and  to  the  elevated 
mountains  opposite,  reminded  me  forcibly  of  the  view  across  the 
Straits  of  Scio,  in  the  Greek  Archipelago,  looking  far  above  the 
town  of  Scio  across  the  strait  towards  the  shore  of  Asia  Minor,  the 
resemblance  being  very  striking. 

Having  secured  an  extra-coach  with  four  beautiful  horses  and  a 
smart  driver,  we  left  Burlington  after  breakfast,  about  nine  o'clock, 
for  MontpeUer,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Vermont  Our  way 
was  through  the  most  beautiful  scenery,  amid  the  green  hills  which 
induced  the  original  French  settlers  of  this  territory  to  call  it  the 
land  of  the  Green  Mountains,  a  name  it  well  deserves.  The  con- 
tinued succession  of  these  beautiful  hills,  with  the  intervening  val- 
leys and  plains  by  which  they  were  divided  from  each  other,  made 
every  mile  of  our  ride  delightful    The  most  romantic  parts  of 
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]>erbysbire,  and  the  richest  parts  of  Devonshire,  are  not  so  lovely 
as  the  hills  and  valleys  of  this  part  of  Vermont,  in  which  there  is 
every  element  of  landscape  beauty,  and  every  combination  of  the 
picturesque. 

The  River  Winowsl^,  called  by  the  unattractive  name  of  the 
Onion,  which  empties  itself  into  Lake  Champlain,  a  little  to  the 
north  of  Burlington,  winds  its  meandering  way  along  the  foot  of 
these  hills,  while  its  dark  clear  waters,  running  m  a  broken  current 
over' a  rocky  and  pebbly  bed,  add  greatlv  to  the  beauty  of  the^ 
scene.  The  hills  vary  from  1000  to  1500  feet  in  elevation  gener- 
ally, though  some  few  eminences  exceed  2000  feet  These  are  ^ 
clothed  with  wood  to  the  very  summits,  a  great  portion  of  which 
are  evergreens.  The  plains  are  covered  with  the  richest  carpets  of 
meadow*grass,  and  cattle  of  the  finest  description  were  grazing  in 
luxuriant  abundance.  Sometimes  a  new  feature  of  beauty  would 
burst  forth  in  a  frowning,  perpendicular  cliff,  or  a  projecting  mass 
of  naked  rock,  peering  out  from  amid  the  thick  foliage  by  wnich  it 
was  surrounded,  and  uen  the  perpetually  winding  river^  appearing 
and  disappearing  at  every  turn,  would  vary  the  scene. 

The  gorgeous  colouring  of  an  American  autunm  added  a  still 
^eater  charm  to  this  enchanting  picture ;  and  we  sometimes  found 
It  difficult  to  persuade  ourselves  that  the  deep  rich  browns,  bright 
vellows,  and  deep  blood-crimsons  and  scarlets  of  the  trees  we  saw 
before  us,  mingled  with  the  richest  greens  of  every  tint  and  hue, 
cxHild  be  really  natural  or  without  the  aid  of  art,  it  looked  so  like 
the  artificial  dyeing  or  colouring  of  some  great  manufactory,  except 
that  the  colours  were  more  varied,  more  brilliant,  and  more  vivid 
than  any  that  art  can  produce.  Altogether  it  was  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  tracts  of  country  through  which  we  had  yet  passed,  and 
alone  quite  worth  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  to  sec  and  enjoy. 

Ailer  passing  through  the  villages  of  Richmond  and  Waterbury 
on  our  way,  at  each  of  which  we  changed  horse%  we  reached 
MontpeUer  at  half  past  one,  having  performed  the  distance  of  forty 
miles  in  less  than  five  hours,  being  the  most  expeditious  rate  at 
which  we  had  yet  travelled  for  any  distance  by  land.  Montpe* 
lier  is  the  legislative  capital  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  is  one  of 
the  prettiest  towns  of  its  size  that  can  be  imagmed.  Its  situation 
is  peculiarly  beautiful,  overhung  on  two  of  its  sides  by  lofty  and 
Verdant  hills,  and  open  on  the  other  two  to  a  rich  valley  or  plain, 
along  which  the  river  Winowsky  winds  its  serpentine  course.  The 
town  consists  chiefly  of  a  fine  broad  avenue  like  that  of  Canandai- 
gua,  and,  like  it,  lined  on  each  side  with  fine  rows  of  trees,  and 
neat,  pretty,  and  villa-like  residences. 

But  the  most  elegant  building  in  the  town  is  the  Statehouse,  in 
which  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  hold  their  sittings.  This  is 
constructed  in  the  best  taste  as  a  work  of  architecture,  and  its 
classic  portico  and  graceful  dome  are  in  the  best  proportions.  The 
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material  is  a  fine  gray  graiute,  of  even  texture  and  uniform  colour, 
and  the  workmamhip  of  the  most  perfect  Idnd. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  does  not  exceed  3000,  yet  there  are 
finiT  places  of  worship,  all  well  built,  commodious,  and  well  attend- 
ed. There  is  also  a  courthouse,  a  prison,  several  excellent  stores 
for  supplying  the  numerous  farmers  and  graziers  of  the  surround-  . 
ing  countiy,  to  the  extent  of  50,000  dollars  annually.  The  hotd 
at  which  we  stopped  to  dine  was  equal  to  any,  and  superior  to 
D»st,  of  those  we  bad  seen  in  the  State  of  New-Yorlj;  and,  alto- 
gether, we  thought  Montpelier  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  all 
tne  many  agreeanle  towns  we  bad  seen  in  the  United  States. 

The  State  of  Vermont,  of  which  this  is  the  capital,  b  of  more 
recent  settlement  than  either  of  the  New-fingland  states.  When 
the  British  tiist  made  the  conquest  of  Canada  in  1760,  and  obtain- 
ed its  cession  from  the  French  in  1763,  the  tract  of  country  now 
called  VermtMit,  from  its  beautiful  green  mountains,  was  first  open- 
ed to  emigration.  Previous  to  that  period,  its  distance  from  the 
Atlantic  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  the  iUver  St  Lawrence  on  the 
other,  prevented  its  being  much  visited,  either  by  the  English  from 
Massachusetts  on  the  south,  or  the  French  from  Canada  on  the 
north.  But  after  that  period  the  settlement  rapidly  increased,  the 
extreme  beau^  of  the  country  and  fertility  of  the  soil  both  attract- 
ing persons  of  different  tastes  and  purauits.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont  acted  with  great  spirit  and 
vigour  against  the  English ;  and  their  name  of  the  "  Green  Mount- 
ain Boys,"  l^  which  they  were  then  known,  is  still  cherished  by 
them  as  a  title  of  honour. 

Vermont  was  originally  claimed  by  Massachusetts  as  a  part  of 
her  territory,  and  subsequently  by  New-Hampshire  and  by  New- 
York,  as  it  borders  on  each  of  tbeee  three  states ;  but  in  1777,  the 
year  after  the  Declaration  of  Indepoidence,  the  people  of  Vermont 
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declared  diemselves  an  independent  state,  and  formed  a  goyem- 
ment  for  themselves.  It  was  not,  however,  mitil  1790  that  the 
controversy  with  New-York  was  terminated.  In  1791  Vermont 
was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  1793,  its  in- 
habitants adopted  the-  constitution  by  which  the  state  is  at  present 
governed. 

The  territory  of  Vermont  is  157  miles  in  length  from  north  to 
south,  and  its  breadth  from  east  to  west  varies  from  90  miles  on  its 
northern  frontier,  where  it  adjoins  Lower  Canada,  to  40  miles  on 
its  southern  frontier,  where  it  adjoins  Massachusetts ;  its  boundary 
on  the  west  being  the  Lake  Charoplain  and  the  State  of  New- 
York,  and  on  the  east  the  State  of  New-Hampshire.  Within  these 
boundaries  the  area  of  the  state  is  10,212  square  miles,  or  6,535,680 


acres. 


The  ranges  of  hills  extend  generally  from  north  to  south,  in  two 
inclined  planes ;  the  rivers  on  the  western  side,  which  include  the 
Winowsky,  La  Moile,  the  Otter,  and  the  Missinqua,  emptying  their 
waters  into  Lake  Champlain ;  and  the  rivers  on  the  eastern  side^ 
including  the  White  River,  the  West  River,  and  the  Pasumpsic, 
discharging  their  waters  into  the  Connecticut  River,  by  which  they 
are  carried  to  the  sea.  Lake  Champlain  is  said  to  be  90  feet 
.  above  the  level  of  the  Atlantic ;  but  many  of  the  cultivated  parts 
of  Vermont  are  1000  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
some  of  the  Green  Mountains  2000  feet  at  least  The  soil  is  re- 
markably fertile,  and  grain  and  cattle  everywhere  abundant;  the 
pasturage-  is  deemed  the  finest  in  any  part  of  America ;  and  the 
beef,  mutton,  butter,  cheese,  and  milk  of  Vermont  are  all  in  high 
estimation.  Wool  is  also  becoming  an  article  of  importance,  to 
supply  the  woollen  manufactures  of  the  neighbouring  state  of  Maa* 
sachusetts. 

The  climate  of  Vermont  is  considered  subject  to  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold,  but  the  weather  is  thought  to  be  more  steady 
than  on  the  seacoast,  and  the  land,  being  a  rich  dark  loam,  re- 
ceives the  drainings  of  the  hills,  and  rarely  suffers  from  want  of 
moisture.  Besides  grain  and  cattle,  which  may  be  considered  the 
staple  productions  of  Vermont,  flax  is  grown  in  considerable  quan- 
tities, and  maple  sugar  is  made  largely  for  home  consumption  and 
for  exportation ;  that  which  we  saw  and  tasted  appeared  to  me 
quite  as  good  as  the  sugar  of  the  East  Indies.  Iron  ore,  lead,  and 
copperas  are  also  products  of  Vermont,  and  no  less  than  800  tons 
of  the  latter  article  were  made  in  1826.  More  than  100  manu- 
facturing companies  existed  in  1825 ;  but  the  amount  of  capital 
applied  to  manufactures  since  that  period  having  more  than  doub- 
led, the  produce  is  proportionally  augmented.  The  trade  is 
chiefly  with  Boston,  Montreal,  and  New-York;  and  the  facility 
recently  aflbrded  by  railroads,  canals,  and  steamboats,  for  inter- 
course with  these  places,  has  brought  them  all  within  easy  reach 
for  traffic 
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The  population  of  Vermont  was  in  1790  only  86,539;  in  1800 
it  vfBS  154,465 ;  and  in  1830  it  was  280,657.  It  has  15  banks, 
the  aggregate  capital  of  which  exceeds  1,000,000  dollars;  and 
100,000  dollars  is  raised  annually  for  the  support  of  common 
schools,  in  addition  to  25,000  dollars  annually  from  a  literanr  fund 
to  assist  other  schools,  independently  of  the  support  of  the  College 
of  Middleburg  and  the  University  at  Burlington,  both  liberally  as- 
sisted by  the  state.  The  religious  establi^ments  are  also  amply 
supported.  The  Congregationalists,  or,  as  we  more  frequently  call 
fliem,  the  Independents,  have  232  churches,  and  above  20,000  com- 
municants; the  Baptists,  119  churches,  and  above  10,000  commu- 
nicants; the  Methodists,  nearly  an  equal  number;  and,  besides 
these,  there  are  a  few  Episcopalians,  Unitarians,  and  Universalists. 

After  dining  agreeably  at  an  excellent  hotel,  we  took  a  fresh 
extra-coach  for  Danville,  distant  30  miles,  where  we  intended  to 
sleep.  The  road  was  still  interesting,  though  not  so  richly  and  ro- 
mantically beautiful  as  in  the  former  part  of  the  day.  We  had  the 
same  variety  of  hill  and  valley,  but  the  woods  were  not  so  luxuri- 
ant nor  the  meadows  so  verdant.  The  field-fence  of  Vermont  con- 
sists of  the  great  roots  and  lower  part  of  the  trunks  of  trees,  ex- 
tracted from  the  ground  after  felling,  and  then  raised  upon  their 
sides,  and  placed  along  in  a  continuous  row.  It  seemed  to  us 
more  picturesque  than  the  Virginia  fence,  which  is  a  zigzag  of 
horizontal  stakes;  or  than  another  sort  sometimes  in  use  here, 
like  the  chevaux-de-frize  of  military  lines.    Oeese  were  abundant, 

ring  on  the  meadows  or  on  the  grassplots  on  each  side  of 
road ;  and  turkeys  were  fully  as  numerous :  whole  fields  of 
pumpkins  were  seen  well  stocked,  and  elderberries  were  also  abun- 
dant, though  Vermont  is  not  a  good  fruit-comtry,  nor  does  it  pro- 
duce so  much  grain  as  New-Hampshire,  caWe  being  its  principal 
wealth. 

We  noticed  here  that  the  signs  of  the  inns  on  (he  road  were  hung 
on  hinges  so  as  to  swing,  after  the  English  fashion,  while  in  the 
State  of  New-York  they  were  fixed  as  on  a  target  In  both,  how- 
ever, it  is  the  custom  to  have  ample  verandas  or  piazzas  running 
round  the  house,  and  the  lower  space  in  front  is  generally  crowd- 
ed vrith  persons  seated  on  chairs  and  smoking  cigars,  which  gives 
an  air  of  dissipation  to  the  scene.  We  observed,  also,  that  to  many 
of  the  isolated  dwelling-houses  in  the  country  there  were  private 
burial-grounds  attached,  in  which  one  or  two  members  of  the  fam- 
ily had  been  interred ;  and  the  place  of  their  repose  was  marked 
by  a  neat  monument  within  an  enclosure,  just  as  if  it  had  been  inclu- 
ded within  consecrated  ground.  Everywhere,  however,  cleanliness 
and  neatness  prevailed,  and  gave  us  a  highly  favourable  impression 
of  the  New-England  character  for  order  and  propriety. 

In  the  course  of  our  first  sta^e  from  Montpelier  we  came  to  one 
of  the  wooden  bridges  with  which  the  oounti^  abounds,  now  in  the 
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act  of  being  repaired,  and  apparently  impassable,  as  the  flooring  or 
platform  of  the  bridge,  consisting  of  loose  planks,  had  all  been  re- 
moved.   But  the  driver,  with  good-humour  and  alacrity,  set  to 
•fwork  himself  to  place  the  planla  across  again  in  their  proper  pla- 
^  -  J^ces ;  and,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  the  bridge  was  sufficiently 
Jr  f^  restored  for  us  to  pass  in  safety.    This  driver,  like  all  we  had  yet 
^^    ^  seen  in  America,  was  remarkably  kind  to  his  horses ;  and  thoueh 

i^Af       ^  be  drove  faster  and  steadier  than  any  who  had  yet  driven  us,  he 
V  never  used  his  whip  to  touch  the  horses,  but  merely  smacked  it  in 

the  air,  and  talked  to  the  animals  as  though  he  believed  they  under- 
stood every  word  he  said.  I  may  add,  that  while  the  American 
drivers  appear  to  be  uniformly  kind  to  their  cattle,  the  horses  them- 

»  selves  are  more  docile  and  tractable  than  with  us ;  and  up  to  the 

present  time,  at  least,  we  have  met  with  no  one  instance  of  a  vicious 
or  refractory  horse  in  any  of  the  teams  with  which  we  have  trav- 
eUed. 

Though  the  road  was  less  beautiiul  than  in  the  morning,  it  still 
continued  to  be  interesting,  and  even  picturesque.  Immense  bould- 
ers of  granite  were  strewed  on  the  sides  of  some  of  the  hills ;  the 
trees  became  more  and  more  vividly  coloured  by  every  tint  of  crim- 
son, scarlet,  brown,  and  yellow,  mingled  with  uie  deep  evergreens 
by  which  they  were  surrounded ;  and  when  we  attained  the  summit 
of  an  ascending  slope,  up  which  the  road  winds  for  three  miles,  we 
enjoyed  a  most  extensive  and  magnificent  view  of  the  countiy  to 
the  west  of  us,  in  the  direction  from  whence  we  had  come;  all  the 
Green  Mountains  being  visible  from  this  point,  the  highest  eminence 
^  among  them,  called  "  The  Camel's  Hump,"  rising  to  an  elevation  of 
2000  feet. 

The  latter  part  of  oar  Journey  was  through  a  thick  wood,  in  which 
the  splendid  varieties 'of  colours  in  the  foliage  were  such  as  really 
to  seem  extravagant  and  unnatural.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that,  be- 
fore having  seen  these  woods,  had  any  landscape  or  picture,  pur^ 
porting  to  be  a  faithful  representation  of  an  American  autumn,  been 
so  gorgeously  coloured  as  these  woods  really  were,  I  should  have 
thought  it  an  exaggeration ;  but  the  scene  bemre  us  was  so  brilliant- 
ly beautiful  that  no  painter  could  exaggerate  it,  in  brightness  and 
variety  of  colouring  at  least. 

We  reached  Danville  at  seven  o'clock,  just  as  the  shades  of  night 
were  closing  in,  and  were  glad  to  find  comfortable  quarters  there. 
The  inn  at  which  we  stopped,  though  the  best  in  the  place,  was  a 
very  humble  one  compared  with  those  at  which  we  had  recently 

^  halted ;  but  it  was  clean  in  every  part,  while  some  of  the  larger 

ones  are  deficient  in  this  requisite.  The  quidnuncs  of  the  village 
soon  surrounded  the  door,  and  a  hundred  questions  were  askra, 
both  of  us  and  the  driver,  as  to  our  route,  destination,  &c  It  was, 
indeed,  the  roost  truly  village-scene  we  had  for  a  long  time  witness- 
ed^ and  reminded  us  of  Franklin's  account  of  the  extreme  inquiai* 
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^rexnem  of  the  New-Eftglandere  m  his  day ;  a  dbaracteriade  which 
remaiiw  in  full  force  at  Danville,  however  much  it  may  hare  abated 
in  larger  places. 

We  retired  early  to  rest ;  and  here,  in  this  obscure  quarter,  slept 
in  the  first  curtained  bed  in  which  we  had  ever  reposed  since  our 
leaving  England  a  year  ago.  We  had  seen  four-post  beds  with 
curtains  in  private  houses,  hut  in  no  hotel  or  boarding-house  in  any 
of  the  greatest  cities  had  we  ever  met  with  a  bed,  not  even  in  the 
depth  M  winter,  hung  with  curtains  as  in  England,  till  this  at  Dan- 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

DMcription  of  the  VHiite  Moaotains.— Names  and  Elevations  of  the  principal  Peaks.*- 
Joarney  fnm  the  Mountain  Pan  to  Conway .—Htage^lriTera  ancT  PassengBra  from 
Cooway  to  Centre  Harboar.— Wionipiaeogee,  or  the  beaaiiful  Lake  Meredith.— River 
Merrimac— Shaker  Village.— Concord,  the  Capital  of  New-Hampehire.— Excessive 
use  of  Tobacco.— Danville  to  Littleton.— Road  through  the  Forest.- Aotiminal  Fo- 
Itafs.— White  Moantain  House.— Entry  into  the  **  Notch"  or  Pass  through  the  Mount- 
ains.—Romantic  Wildness  of  the  Scenery.— Accumulation  of  Granite  Rocks.— Light- 
ning and  Storms. — Descent  of  Slides  or  Avalanches  from  the  MountainB.— Tra^;ical 
faMttmee.— Fate  of  the  Willey  Family.— Concord  and  its  public  BuiMings.— Suitors 
attending  the  Court— Prolixity  of  legal  Proceedings.— State  of  New-Hampshire.— 
History  of  the  early  Settlement— Statistics  of  its  Population,  Manufectures,  and 
TftKie.— [natitutions  for  Education.— CoUeps  of  Dartmouth  and  Exeter.— Religious 
Establishments  and  Sects  in  New-Hampshire.— Journey  from  Ccocord  to  LoweU  and 
Boston. 

On  the  morning  of  September  SOth  we  took  an  extra-coach 
fi>r  Littleton,  a  distance  of  25  miles.  We  1^  Danville  at  eight 
o'clock,  at  which  hour  the  surface  of  all  the  i^eys  was  covered 
with  a  dense  white  fo^,  giving  them  the  appearance  of  small  lakes ; 
but  this  gradually  disappeared  as  the  sun  advanced  towards  the 
meridian.  The  road  was  much  more  hiiijr  than  any  previous  part 
of  our  way;  and,  though  the  driver  did  his  best,  we  did  not 
reach  our  destination  till  one  o'clock,  making  our  speed  about  five 
miles  an  hour  with  four  horses. 

After  various  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  innkeeper  at  Littleton  to 
detain  us  to  dinner,  and  delaying  the  supply  of  fr&ik  horses  for  that 
purpose,  we  pushed  forward  so  as  to  get  through  the  White  Mount- 
ains before  nieht :  and,  having  a  more  level  road,  we  made  better 
progress.  After  a  ride  of  about  ten  miles  we  entered  a  dense  fivest, 
which  continued  to  border  the  road  for  nearly  all  the  remainder  of 
tiie  way,  and  seemed  perfectly  impervious  on  either  side.  Here 
and  there  a  few  patches  had  been  cleared,  the  stumps  of  the  felled 
trees  still  remaining  in  the  ground,  and  in  some  instances  the  fires 
still  remaining  by  which  the  trunks  had  been  consumed ;  red  squir- 
ids  were  seen  in  abundance,  playing  tibeir  gambols  from  tree  to 
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tree;  and  the  Teried  tints  of  ihdr  fefisge,  brigliter  uid  uk^ 
tifiil  than  erer,  seemed  to  look  more  g^lowing  amid  the  deep 
ows  of  the  forest  than  they  had  done  in  the  midday  son. 

Thane  were  parts  of  this  drive  that  were  really  enchantiity ;  nnd 
it  was  rather  Idee  passing  through  the  well-olanted  and  cardbUy- 
adorned  avenue  of  approach  to  some  splendid  cbateal^  ndiere  flow* 
era  of  every  hue  were  mingled  with  the  trees  endosiag  it,  than  m 
drive  through  a  dense  natural  forest,  ^rith  no  other  variations  of 
form  and  colour  than  those  produced  by  the  wild  growth  €i  the 
native  woodsi  and  the  various  states  of  vegetable  deci^,  whidi 
produced  the  glowing  and  brilliant  colours  aU  around  us.  The  el* 
Kct  of  all  thb  beauty  was  ereatly  heightened  hv  the  oocaaumal 

SMmpses  which  we  were  enabled  to  catch  of  the  lofty  summits  of 
e  White  Mountains,  peering  above  the  trees,  and  advandng  or 
receding  from  us,  as  our  course  wound  through  the  forest  in  the 
bends  and  turns  of  the  road.  * 

It  was  about  four  o'clock  when  we  reached  the  White  Moimtam 
House,  a  dktance  of  fifteen  miks  in  two  hours,  and  finding  here  a 
delightful  hotel,  dean,  spacious,  and  well-provxied,  we  halted  to 
dine,  and  were  never  more  pleased  with  everything;  aromd  ui  thu 
here.  The  house  is  often  fml  of  visiters  in  the  hi^  summer  8e»* 
son ;  but  at  present  there  were  few  or  none,  the  seaaon  for  viriting 
the  White  Mountains  being  near  its  close.  We  were  fiireishe^ 
however,  with  all  we  could  derire,  served  in  the  bestposriUe  man* 
per,  and  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  This  was  the  first  instanee 
in  which  we  had  yet  seen  a  servant  take  a  seat  in  the  room  while 
waiting ;  but  it  being  a  young  girl  of  fifteen  or  sixteen,  and  every 
part  of  her  demeanour  being  modest  and  respectful,  it  cUd  not 
strike  us  with  so  luch  **  horror"  as  it  seems  to  have  done  aome 
English  travellers  (%}r  all  that  we  required  of  her  was  promptly 
and  cheerfully  performed,  and  the  intervals  in  which  her  semoes 
were  not  wanted  were  those  alone  in  which  she  sat 

We  heard  here  that  on  &e  preceding  day  a  party  had  attempted 
the  ascent  of  Mount  WashihMon,  but  die  lateness  of  the  season 
obliged  them  to  give  it  up.  Long  before  they  reached  the  summit 
they  encountered  ice  three  inches  thick,  and  many  were  so  be- 
numbed as  to  be  unable  to  proceed  forther.  A  young  black  bear 
had  been  caught  on  the  mountain,  and  was  now  at  the  White 
Mountain  House,  chained.  It  was  a  fine  animal,  and  appeared  to 
bear  its  confinement  with  great  impatience,  and  to  try  every  medi- 
od  within  its  power  to  regain  its  hberty,  by  gnawing  at  its  chain, 
and  tryin?  every  turn  in  hope  of  escape. 

As  we  iiad  to  reach  Conway  this  evening  to  enable  us  to  be  in 
Boston  on  Saturday,  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  new  contract  for 
an  e^rtra*coach ;  and  the  parties  here  furnishing  these  convejrancea, 
seeing  our  need,  took  advantage  of  it  accordingly,  and  demanded 
twen^MiTad|diN)P»  for  a  journey  of  thirty  miles;  a  dearer  rate  than 
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we  had  ever  before  paid,  but  certainly  tpt  more  than  under 
circumstances  would  have  been  demanded  in  England. 

We  left  the  White  Mountain  House  at  five,  and  proceeding  by  a 
good  road,  \vith  four  fine  horses  and  an  excellent  driver,  we  reach* 
ed  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Notch  of  the  White  Mount* 
ains,  a  distance  of  four  miles  and  a  half,  in  little  more  than  half  an 
hour.    There  is  an  inn  here  also,  called  the  Notch  House,  but  very 
inferior  in  all  its  external  appearances  to  the  one  below.    In  our 
way  we  saw  some  fine  pheasants  and  a  great  number  of  wood-, 
pigeon,  both  of  brilliant  and  beautiful  plumage ;  but  the  general 
scarcity  of  birds,  and  the  entire  absence  of  singing-birds  especially^ 
had  been  remarked  by  us,  not  only  in  this  recent  journey  through 
Vermont  and  New-Hampshire,  but  in  every  part  of  America  that 
we  had  yet  visited,  whether  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  or  Virginia,  in  which  we  were  during  the  months 
of  February,  March,  April,  and  May ;  or  along  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson,  across  the  State  of  New-York  to  the  Lakes  and  Niagara, 
or  up  Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain,  and  through  the  Green 
Mountains  of  Vermont,  amid  which  we  passed  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August,  and  September.    In  this  respect  the  country  appear** 
ed  to  us  less  animated  and  less  cheerful  than  *^  merry  England,'* 
where  the  linnet  and  the  lark,  the  thrush  and  the  nightmgale,  makQ 
the  woods  ring  with  their  delicious  melody. 

It  was  about  six  o'clock  when  we  entered  the  narrow  gorge  or 
pass  of  the  White  Mountains,  and  about  seven  when  we  made  our 
exit  into  the  open  country  on  the  other  side,  the  whole  distance 
through  the  pass  being  about  seven  miles.  The  scenery  of  this 
ravine  is  undoubtedly  grand,  and  in  some  places  approachmg  the 
awful  and  sublime.  The  effect  was  greatly  h^ghtened  at  this 
hour  of  the  day,  wh«n  the  broad  shadows  of  tte  mountains  gave  a 
gloom  to  the  depths  below,  and  the  forest  portions  through  which 
we  passed — for  thick  woods  exist  in  the  very  heart  of  the  ravine—* 
were  buried  in  absolute  darkness,  while  the  perpendicular  clifi, 
steep  slides,  and  towering  summits  of  the  White  Mountains  above 
were  still  bathed  in  all  the  fulness  of  daylight,  the  loftiest  peaks  of 
the  eastern  hills  being  just  tinged  with  tne  horizontal  beams  of  the 
setting  sun. 

What  added  greatly  to  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery  was  the  des- 
olation and  wreck  of  nature  that  seemed  to  reign  all  around* 
Along  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  ran  the  River  Saco,  windbg  its 
course  as  the  projecting  and  receding  points  of  the  foot  of  the  nills 
directed ;  and  its  bed  was  so  thronged  with  large  masses  of  fallen 
rock  that  its  current  was  interrupted  at  every  step,  so  that  the 
whole  of  its  waters  were  in  a  constant  state  of  roughness  and  agi- 
tation, amounting  sometimes  to  a  boiling  foam.  The  slopes  of  uie 
mountains  on  either  side  are  also  covered  with  huge  masses  of 
lock,  and  smaller  fragments  surrounding  them,  whii4l  from  time  to 
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tinre  find  their  way  to  the  vaDej  below,  and  ehoke  q»  the  ntTine, 
80  that  the  whole  scene  is  one  of  Nature  in  process  of  disintegrar 
tion  or  decay. 

As  the  mountains  are  of  primitive  granite,  with  all  the  usual  so- 
lidity of  this  material  in  the  mass,  it  has  seemed  difficult  to  account 
for  this  immense  quantity  of  dArisy  or  broken  rock  and  rubbish, 
with  which  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  is  covered :  more  espe- 
cially as  not  only  the  sndes,  but  the  topsof  the  mountains,  are  coat- 
ed with  these  innumerable  fragments  of  broken  stone.    The  most 
probable  solution  I  had  heard  of  this  was  that  which  supposed  the 
nard  and  compact  surface  of  the  primitive  mountains  to  be  sever- 
ed by  the  operation  of  lightning,  which  is  very  frequent  in  the 
summer ;  and  then  the  snows,  reposing  on  these  cracked  and  shiv- 
ered masses  during  all  the  winter,  would  of  course  insinuate 
moisture  into  the  very  depths  of  the  chasma    The  melting  of  the 
snows  in  the  spring  and  summer  would  greatly  assist  the  progress 
of  decomposition  and  disintegration  in  these  broken  masses ;  and 
every  loud  clap  of  thunder,  by  its  vibration  through  the  hills,  and 
every  storm  of  wind,  would  assist  to  put  these  disjointed  fragments 
in  motion,  till,  step  by  step,  they  would  be  perpetually  driven 
lower  and  lower  down  the  mountain-ade,  covering  those  already 
below  them,  and  making  way  for  other  fragments  above  to  roU 
down  in  time,  and  cover  them  also. 

'  By  such  an  annual  process  as  this,  repeated  through  a  long  se- 
ries of  centuries — and  this  process  must  have  been  going  on  ever 
since  the  period  when  these  mountains  were  first  upheaved  above 
the  general  surface  of  the  surrounding  valleys  and  plains — one  can 
well  understand  how  what  was  originally  a  primitive  mountain  of 
solid  granite  rock,  should  seem  at  present,  both  on  its  summits  and 
down  its  sides,  rather  a  collection  of  larger  and  smaller  fragments 
heaped  up  on  each  other  to  their  present  height,  making,  as  it 
Were,  a  huge  mountain  of  loose  stones. 

It  sometimes  happens  that,  besides  the  rolling  down  of  single 
masses  or  blocks,  bringing  a  large  quantity  of  smaller  fragments  in 
their  train — which  takes  place  at  all  seasons  and  at  all  houm 
throughout  the  year — ^there  are  periods  at  longer  intervals,  when 
immense  accumulations  of  these  masses  descend  in  what  is  some- 
times called  a  slide,  and  sometimes  an  avalanche,  to  the  valley 
below,  carrying  devastation  and  dismay  in  their  path.  A  compar- 
atively recent  instance  of  this  has  left  so  deep  an  impression  on  all 
the  surrounding  country,  that  you  cannot  speak  to  any  one  of  the 
White  Mountams,  whether  on  the  spot  or  in  the  neighbourhood, 
without  hearing  the  details  of  this  instance  repeated. 

The  history  of  it  was  briefly  this.  An  humble  family  named 
Willey  had  taken  up  their  abode  on  the  slope  of  the  western 
hills,  near  the  ravine,  and  in  so  steep  and  so  scantily  wooded  a 
part  of  it,  that  the  very  choice  of  such  a  spot  indicates  ^tber 
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great  poverty  and  incapacity  to  procure  a  better,  or  great  want 
of  judgment  in  the  selection.  Their  dwelling  was  very  hum* 
ble,  and  their  possessions  confined  to  a  few  sheep  and  horses,  and 
the  produce  of  a  neighbouring  patch  of  ground.  In  the  month  of 
June,  1826,  a  large  avalanche  descended  near  their  house,  thoush 
without  injuring  them ;  but,  instead  of  removing  from  their  dweil« 
ing  altogether  at  that  time)  which  would  have  been  the  most  pru- 
dent course  had  they  possessed  the  means,  they  erected  a  tempo- 
rary shed  and  dwellm^  not  far  from  their  own,  as. a  place  of  shel- 
ter in  case  of  any  similar  occurrence,  wholly  overlooking  the  fact 
that  the  new  temporary  dwelling  was  just  as  likely  to  be  over- 
whelmed as  the  older  and  more  permanent  one,  and  that  these 
avalanches  descend  with  so  much  rapidity  that  there  is  no  time  be- 
tween the  first  hearing  of  their  movement  and  their  actual  descent 
to  escape  far  firom  their  direction. 

About  two  months  afler  this,  in  August,  1826,  and  when  the 
family  were  all  in  bed,  a  vast  avalanche,  extending,  it  is  saidi 
over  a  breadth  of  two  miles,  descended  from  the  brow  of  the 
mountain  towards  the  ravine  below,  carrying  everything  before  it ; 
but,  when  it  arrived  within  a  few  feet  of  their  house,  it  divided 
into  two  portions,  and  encompassed  the  house  at  a  distance  of  six 
feet  on  each  side  without  touching  it.  After  carrying  away  the 
stable  and  horses,  and  sweeping  off  the  temporary  shed  erected 
near  for  shelter  also,  it  reunited  again  a  little  beyond  the  house, 
leaving  the  dwelling  in  an  insulated  spot,  as  if  preserved  by  some 
sacred  band  or  for  some  sacred  purpose,  untouched  and  unharmed. 
But  the  torrent  of  wind  and  rain  bore  along  with  it,  down  the 
steep  sides  oT  the  mountain,  trees,  rock,  earth,  and  everv thing  it 
met  with  in  its  way,  completely  overflowing  every  part  of  the  sur- 
rounding surface,  and  choking  up  for  a  while  even  the  passage  of 
the  river  below. 

Had  the  family  remained  in  their  own  humble  dwelling  ther 
would  have  been  perfectlv  safe,  as  the  sheep,  grazing  on  a  small 

Elot  of  grass  in  front  of  the  house,  were  preserved  auve  and  un- 
urt ;  but,  in  the  paroxysm  of  their  fear,  they  had  sought  refuge 
by  flight,  and  were  overwhelmed  with  the  torrent  and  destroys. 
When  the  house  was  examined  on  the  cessation  of  the  storm,  the 
beds  were  found  in  disorder,  as  if  quitted  by  persons  in  great 
alarm ;  and,  by  a  subsequent  search  in  the  ravine,  the  bodies  of  the 
victims,  nine  m  nupaber,  were  found,  mangled  and  overwhelmed 
with  the  driflwood  and  rubbish  brought  down  by  the  stream. 

This  tragedy  of  real  life  is  likely  to  be  remembered  as  long  as 
the  hill  on  which  it  happened  shall  endure;  but  here  upon  the 
spot,  where  one  meets  indivkluab  who  personally  knew  the  suffer- 
ers, and  who  were  engaged  in  the  search  after  their  bodies,  the 
impression  is  almost  as  strong  as  if  the  event  had  happened  only 
yesterday  instead  of  ten  years  i^  The  deep  and  extensive  in* 
Vol.  1L— N  n 
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terest  felt  in  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  family,  compared  with  the 
indilTerence  manifested  by  the  same  parties  to  the  death  of  mucli 
greater  numbers,  and  in  more  cruel  and  painful  methods,  if  they 
occur  at  a  distance,  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  narrow  range  or  lim- 
bed circle  of  human  sympathy.  For  instance,  in  I^dustan,  the 
.  aelf-wiinolation  of  widows  burning  on  the  funeral  piles  of  their 
husbands ;  the  devotion  of  children  as  human  sacrifices,  and  their 
destruction  by  infanticide  in  various  shapes ;  the  systematic  murder 
(tf  the  Thugs  on  the  Continent  of  India,  and  the  bloody  assBsnna- 
tions  of  the  Malays  among  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Seas ;  the  im- 
mense destruction  of  human  life  by  wats,  whether  at  Trafalgar  and 
Waterloo,  amon?  the  so-called  heroes  of  Europe,  or  in  the  swamps 
of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  on  the  plains  of  Texas,  between  the 
nvage  and  civilized  inhabitants  of  America ;  all  these,  as  well  ai 
the  miseries  inflicted  on  men  by  ignorance,  intemperance,  and  sla* 
»ery,  seem  as  nothing— in  the  degree  of  interest  they  excite  or  the 
degree  of  sympathy  they  enlist — to  the  fate  of  a  angle  family, 
when  it  happens  in  any  unusual  manner,  and  becomes  a  part  and 
parcel  of  the  history  of  some  romantic  locality. 

Thus  it  is,  no  doubt,  that  individual  pictures  of  suffering  aSect 
more  deeply  than  the  miseries  of  masses ;  though  true  wisdom 
diould  surely  teatJi  us  that  our  sympathies  and  our  efforts  would 
be  more  wisely,  because  more  usefully,  directed  in  sorrowing  for, 
knd  endearounng  to  save,  the  many,  rather  than  mourning  over  the 
rafferinKB  of  the  few. 

The  White  Mountains  consist  of  several  separate  elevations,  of 
which  the  principal  have  received  the  names  of  presidents  of  the 
United  States.  Mount  Washington,  for  instance,  is  the  name  given 
to  die  loftiest  of  these  eminences;  and  its  height  above  the  Wei  of 
the  sea  is  thought  to  exceed  6000  feet,  its  elevation  above  the  lUver 
Connecticut  being  5350  feet    The  peaks  of  Jefferson,  Adam^ 
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MacEsoo,  Monroe,  and  Quincy  yary  from  4500  to  5500  fc^t  in 
height  above  the  sea.  There  are  others  at  ereater  and  lesser  dis- 
tances belonging  to  this  chain,  such  as  the  Lafayette,  the  Moos^ 
hillock,  and  the  Grand  Minadnoc,  the  two  former  each  about  20 
miles  distant  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction,  and  the  latter 
120  miles  off,  to  the  southwest  also.  These  are  all  in  view  from 
the  summit  of  Mount  Washineton,  as  well  as  the  sea,  near  Port- 
land, in  Maine,  at  a  distance  of  65  miles  southeast;  the  Kahtadin 
Mountains,  near  the  sources  of  the  Penobscot  River,  in  the  north- 
east ;  and  the  Oreen  Mountains  of  Vermont,  near  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  on  the  west ;  with  the  various  lakes,  rivers,  and  valleys  spread 
around  in  profusion  towards  every  point  of  the  compass. 

The  White  Mountains  are  so  called,  no  doubt,  urom  the  genef^ 
ally  white  and  bare  summits  of  the  principal  elevations,  being  cobh 
posed  of  grav  granite,  and  perfectly  denuded  of  vegetation.  Near 
their  bases  they  are  well  clothed  with  forest-trees ;  higher  up  tike 
wood  becomes  stunted  and  dwarfish,  for  want  of  heat  and  moisi* 
ure ;  and,  above  all,  the  white  or  gray  summits  rise  in  beds  of 
naked  and  broken  stone,  the  vegetation  cea^ng  at  the  elevation  of 
about  4000  feet  The  views  are  wild  and  savage  rather  than  ro- 
mantic or  beautiful,  and  the  pictures  they  present  are  such  as  Sal- 
vator  Rosa,  rather  than  Claude  Lorrain,  would  delight  to  paint 

After  emerging  iGrom  the  deep  forest  and  the  dark  ravme  through 
which  we  had  come  in  traversmg  this  mountain-pass — most  inap- 
propriately, as  it  seems  to  me,  called  ^*  The  Notch,''  as  conveying 
the  idea  of  something  cut  or  indented  by  art,  whereas  here  the 
grandeur  of  nature  alone  is  seen — we  came  into  a  rocky  tract,  over 
which,  however,  the  road  was  better  than  we  had  expected ;  and 
being  now  completely  enveloped  in  darkness,  we  trusted  to  the 
strength  of  our  horses  and  skill  of  our  driver  for  the  rest  of  the 
way,  and,  proceeding  steadily,  we  arrived  safe  at  Conway  at  about 
eleven  at  night  Tne  inn  appeared  to  be  the  worst  we  had  yet 
met  with ;  but  there  was  no  proceeding  farther  without  help ;  and, 
as  the  inmates  and  servants  had  all  retired  to  bed,  we  had  to  rouse 
them  up,  which  we  found  to  be  an  affair  of  no  small  difficulty,  oc- 
cupying fully  half  an  hour  of  time.  When  roused,  however,  we 
appeared  to  have  gained  but  little,  for  the  inside  of  the  inn  was 
worse  than  its  exterior ;  and,  though  there  was  no  incivility,  but 
rather  an  evident  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  to  do 
their  best,  yet  that  best  was  so  very  bad*  that  we  deeply  regretted 
we  could  not  pass  the  night  in  our  carriage  by  proceedmg  on  our 
way ;  but,  as  fresh  horses  could  not  be  had,  this  was  impossible. 
We  made  the  best  of  our  disagreeable  position  by  lightbff  a  fire  in 
the  general  sitting-room,  where  Mrs;  Buckingham  sat  up  in  an  easy 
chair,  while  mysdf  and  my  son  threw  ourselves  on  the  only  bed  we 
could  procure. 

We  slept  but  little^  though  fatigued^  and  were  aD  glad  j^hen  the 
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dayjbroke.  The  remainder  of  our  way  was  to  be  peifltoed  by  the 
regular  stage-coach  in  two  days'  journey,  one  from  hence  to  Con- 
cord, and  one  from  Concord  to  Boston,  the  former  seventy-two 
miles,  and  the  latter  seventy-three  miles.  The  coach  was  to  leave 
at  half  past  six,  so  we  had  to  take  our  breakfast  at  six  o'clock. 
The  morning  was  cold  and  foggy ;  the  house  was  filled  with  to* 
bacco-smoke,  as  everybody  besides  ourselves  and  a  few  females 
in  the  house  had  cigars  in  their  mouths — the  landlord,  waiter,  ostler, 
groom,  driver,  porter,  and  stable-boy;  in  short,  the  fog  within  doors 
was  as  dense  as  that  without,  and  far  more  disagreeable.  The 
breakfast  was  of  the  most  uninviting  description:  hashed  meats 
and  hot  boiled  potatoes  were  set  on,  with  coffee  and  thin  slices  of 
new  hot  bread.  The  driver  of  the  stage  was  one  of  the  breakfast- 
party,  and  appeared  to  be  the  principal  personage  at  the  table;  it 
being  the  custom,  we  were  told,  throughout  New-England  for  the 
difvers  to  take  their  meals  with  the  passen^rs.  I  see  no  rational 
objection  to  this,  if  they  are  clean  and  well-behaved ;  and,  as  fiar 
as  we  had  observed  of  the  drivers  on  this  road,  they  were  often  su- 
perior in  appearance  and  manners  to  many  of  their  passengers,  and 
were  frequently  the  proprietors  of  the  coaches  they  drove. 

A  great  part  of  our  way  after  leaving  Conway  was  stony,  flat, 
and  uninterestine,  though  near  Conway  itself  are  several  pretty 
▼iews ;  we  saw,  nowever,  few  scenes  or  objects  to  interest  us  much 
till  we  arrived  at  a  place  called  Centre  Harbour,  which  we  reached 
about  noon,  and  where  we  halted  to  dine.  This  town,  which  is 
very  small,  is  seated  on  the  edge  or  border  of  the  Lake  Winnipi- 
seogee,  or  the  "  Beautiful  Lake,"  which  this  name  implies  in  the 
Indian  language,  and  well  indeed  does  it  deserve  the  epithet  It 
is  23  miles  in  length,  from  six  to  14  in  breadth,  extremely  irregu- 
lar in  its  shape,  and  filled  with  a  nunzber  of  exquisitely  beautiful 
islands.  Its  shores  are  less  elevated  than  those  of  Lake  George, 
and  therefore  they  do  not  possess  the  boldness  which  characterizes 
the  borders  of  that  fine  piece  of  water ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
these  surrounding  lands  are  more  fertile,  exhibit  a  greater  variety 
of  foliage,  and  the  shores  and  islaids  are  far  more  varied,  so  that 
there  is  more  of  richness  and  softness  about  the  **  Beautiful  Lake'' 
than  there  is  about  Lake  George.  We  saw  some  rude  log-huts 
here,  which  indicated  the  presence  of  new  settlers  in  the  valleys. 

At  one  o'clock  we  left  Centre  Harbour  in  the  stage-coach,  and 
pursued  our  way  over  a*stony  and  uninteresting  road,  with  few 
Tillages  or  people  to  be  seen.  Some  orchards  now  appeared  m 
different  directions,  and  they  were  the  more  remarkable,  as  we  hid  '-^ 
seen  none  in  Vermont  or  New-Hampshire  near  the  line  of  our  roacL 
IVe  reached  Meredith  at  half  past  two ;  this  is  a  large  and  appa- 
rently flourishing  town,  with  a  number  of  water-milb  for  sawing 
timber  into  planks  standing  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Merrimac 

From  hence  onward  the  country  began  to  wear  a  more  fertile 
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and  more  populous  aspect,  and  at  five  o'clock  we  passed  throu^  a 
wttlement  of  the  Shakers,  bearii^  no  other  name  than  that  of  ** Tlie 
Shaker  Village."  It  appeared  to  us  to  be  larger  than  the  settle* 
meat  at  Niskyuoa,  wbiui  we  had  viated  near  Albany ;  like  it,  tlus 
was  a  perfect  model  of  neatness,  order,  and  propriety,  and  ereij 
external  symptom  indicated  a  very  high  degree  of  prosperi^. 

The  fields  helongiDg  to  the  settlement  were  all  enclosed  with 
veil-built  stone  walls  or  hedges ;  the  grounds  were  entirely  A-ea 
of  weeds  and  stones,  and  the  grass  was  of  the  richest  rerdure.  The 
cattle  out  at  pasture  were  large  and  in  excellent  condition.  Their 
houses  were  neat,  uniform,  aod  cleaner  than  any  dwellings  with 
which  ther  could  be  com)MU%d  or  contrasted  ;  and  their  windows 
were  so  clear  that  they  must  have  been  regularly  cleaned  every 
morning.  Kveivtlung  by  which  a  judgment  could  be  formed 
showed,  as  clearly  as  such  things  can  do,  that,  as  far  as  accumult* 
tion  and  improvement  of  property. is  concerned,  nothing  can  ba 
more  favourable  to  this  than  the  principle  of  co-operation,  as  o[^ 
posed  to  individual  efforts  in  competition.  Indeed,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  religious  peculiarities  that  have  been  so  often  mixed  up  with 
experiments  in  forming  co-operation — some  having  too  much  of  re- 
ligious observances,  and  some  not  having  enough — I  cannot  bat 
believe  that  the  simple  principle  of  co-operation  would  have  made 
greater  progress  among  mankuid ;  and  that,  when  divested  of  this 
hbderance,  it  will  some  day  or  other  make  a  great  change  in  the 
■ocial  arrangements  of  mankind. 
>■  ■'  The  approach  to  Concord  is  very  pretty.  It  was  nearly  seven 
-  Vclock  when  we  reached  it ;  and  th«i,  owing  to  the  fulness  of  the 
town,  from  the  court  being  in  sesion,  and  from  many  strangers 
having  been  attracted  to  the  place  to  see  the  ascent  of  a  balloon, 
we  found  it  very  difficult  to  get  quarters  at  the  principal  inn.  On 
alighting  at  Ifae  door,  all  the  portico  and  veranda  was  full  j  the 
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barroom,  the  stase>coach  office,  and  every  other  placarSequally  so ; 
and,  as  everybocfy  seemed  to  have  a  cigar  in  his  mouth,  the  clouds 
of  smoke  were  intolerable.  I  thought  I  had  seen  more  tobacco- 
smokers  in  the  inns  of  Conway  and  Concord  than  in  any  ten  of  the 
hoteb  of  New- York;  indeed,  the  remotest  parts  of  the  house  were 
fumigated  with  it,  so  that  the  very  bedclothes  were  saturated  with 
smoke. 

This  inordinate  use  of  tobacco,  in  chewing  and  smokbg,  is  one 
of  the  greatest  nuisances  that  one  meets  with  in  travelling  through 
America ;  and  it  is  really  surprising,  in  a  country  where  the  out- 
ward respect  shown  to  women  is  so  remarkable,  and  where  all  la- 
dies express  their  dislike  of  both  these  practices  among  the  men, 
that  they  should  nevertheless  continue.  Yet  so  it  is ;  and  every 
day  in  the  year,  ladies,  who  are  particular  about  the  cleanliness  of 
their  houses,  are  annoyed  by  seeing  their  carpets  and  mats  defiled 
bjithe  chewer  of  tobacco;  while  others,  who  are  made  sick  with 
the  smell,  are  annoyed  by  the  suffocating  fumes  of  the  smokers. 
The  selfishness  which  both  these  practices  engender  makes  those 
who  indulge  them  wholly  indifferent  to  any  one's  pleasures  but 
their  own ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  printed  prohibitions 
hung  up  over  ladies'  cabins  in  steamboats,  ladies'  drawing-rooms 
in  hotels,  and  in  railroad  cars  and  other  places,  the  practice  is  still 
continued,  if  not  in  the  immediate  locality,  at  least  so  near  it  as  to 
be  equally  offensive. 

We  passed  a  disagreeable  night  at  Concord,  from  the  crowded 
state  of  the  hotel  and  the  fumes  of  the  tobacco,  which  filled  every 
part  of  the  house,  so  that  we  were  up  very  early.  This  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  to  make  an  excursion  through  the  town,  which, 
being  the  capital  of  New-Hampshire,  was  thought  worthy  of  some 
examination.  The  town  is  advantageously  and  agreeably  situated 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  Merrimac  River,  which  is  here  of  a 
good  size,  and  which  proceeds  from  hence  down  to  the  sea  at  New- 
buryport,  where  it  is  navigable  for  ships  of  considerable  burden. 
The  town  has  about  500  dwellings  and  nearly  5000  inhabitants. 
The  two  principal  streets  are  of  ample  breadth,  120  feet  at  least ; 
and  many  of  the  dwellings  have  pretty  little  garden-plats  before 
their  doors,  while  trees  sSte  numerous,  giving  a  fine  rural  aspect  to 
the  whole. 

Among  the  public  buildings,  the  Statehouse,  which  fronts  the 
principal  street,  is  the  most  conspicuous.  It  is  built  of  granite^ 
with  a  frontage  of  100  feet,  and  is  three  stories  in  elevation.  Ik"^ 
contains  a  large  hall  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  chambers  of  the 
senators  and  representatives  on  the  second.  The  state-prison  is  ^ 
also  a  substantial  edifice,  and  there  are  the  full  proportion  of 
churches  in  the  town.  The  courthouse  was  thronged  with  clients 
and  their  professional  advisers,  as  the  court  was  now  in  session ; 
for  here,  as  in  England,  the  disposition  of  men  to  ^  to  law  with 
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each  other>  even  at  the  risk  of  spendiDg  five  times  the  original  semi 
in  dbpute,  is  very  strong ;  a  disposition  which  the  legal  profession 
do  not  take  much  pains  to  discourage,  as  this  would  be  laying  the 
axe  to  the  root  of  their  own  ^ains,  a  de^ee  of  virtue  which  indi- 
viduals may  sometimes  exercise,  but  which  is  rarely  practised  by 

M^  iBJge  bodies  of  men. 

^      There  is  the  same  tendency  in  both  countries,  too,  to  lengthen 
out,  rather  than  to  abridge,  the  duration  of  a  cause,  because  every 
step  brings  fees  in  its  train ;  but  as  the  judges  are  more  indulgent 
here  than  in  England  towards  **  lengthy"  speakers,  the  court  is 
sometimes  occupied  for  an  entire  day  by  some  one  counsel,  and 
that,  too,  on  a  very  trivial  subject,  without  his  being  checked.    The 
consequence  is,  that  business  accumulates,  and  arrears  remain  at  the 
end  of  every  session,  to  be  put  off  till  the  next,  and  then  again,  for 
some  new  reason,  still  farther  protracted  or  deferred ;  so  that  the 
time  consumed  in  conducting  a  suit  to  an  issue,  the  quantity  of 
documents  written  and  the  mass  of  verbiage  wasted,  on  points 
which  any  half  dozen  men  of  ordmary  capacity  and  disinterested 
judgment  would  settle  in  a  few  hours,  is  a  sad  tax  on  the  patience, 
industry,  time,  and  money  c£  the  unhappy  litigants.    In  this  man- 
ner many  thousands  of  persons  in  England  and  America  acquire 
fortunes  by  settling  (he  disputes  of  others,  without  contributing  io 
the  slightest  degree  to  increase  the  general  wealth  of  the  country. 
The  speeches  of  counsel,  however,  are  much  longer  in  America 
than  in  England,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  only  follow  the 
example  of  the  members  of  Congress  in  this  respect    The  nation*     ^ 
al  propensity  to  prolixity  mi^ht^  no  doubt,  be  greatly  checked,  if 
not  entirely  cured,  by  the  judicious  exercise  of  restraining  authori^ 
on  the  part  of  the  bench ;  but,  as  such  authority  is  never  exercisea, 
the  lawyers  of  America  literally  rict  in  words ;  and  when  a  case  is 
opened  or  a  speech  begun,  no  one  ever  pretends  to  say  when  it  is 
likely  to  be  finished.    Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  the  last  Con* 
gress,  occupied  the  rooming  hour  aRotted  every  day  to  petitions 
Dv  a  speech  on  the  affairs  of  Texas,  ibr  several  weeks  in  succes* 
sion,  talking  on  every  day  during  that  hour  to  the  end  of  the  ses* 
sion,  so  that  no  one  could  answer  him  till  the  following  session,  be- 
fore which  a  new  Congress  would  be  elected ;  and  many  of  the 
lawyers  in  the  courts  seem  to  be  imbued  vith  the  same  passion  for 
loquacity.    The  most  intelligent  of  the  Americans  are  fully  sensi- 
ble of  this  defect ;  and  in  tne  beautiful  address  of  Mr.  Nicholas 
';  Biddle  to  the  Alumni  of  Princeton  College  in  New-Jersey,  it  is 

"    *  thus  adverted  to  and  thus  pointedly  reproved : 

**  Our  institutions  require  and  create  a  multitude  of  pnblic  speaken 
and  writers ;  but,  Mrithout  culture,  their  very  numbers  impede  tneir  ex- 
cellence, as  the  wild  richness  of  the  soil  throws  out  an  unweeded  and 
rank  luxuriance.  Accordingly,  in  all  that  we  say  or  write  about  nublie 
aCbirc,  a  crude  abundance  is  the  disease  of  our  American  style.    On  the 
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eofflmonest  topic  of  bminess,  a  speech  swells  into  a  deeliaiation ;  an 
official  statement  grows  to  a  dissertation.  A  discourse  about  anything 
must  contain  everything.  We  will  take  nothing  for  granted.  We  must 
commence  at  the  very  commencement.  An  ejectment  for  ten  acres 
reproduces  the  whole  discovery  of  America ;  a  discussion  about  a  tarilT 
or  a  turnpike  summons  from  their  remotest  caves  the  adverse  blasts  of  ^ 
windy  rhetoric ;  and  on  those  great  Sorbonian  bogs,  known  in  political  jK; 
geography  as  constitutional  questions,  our  ambitious  fluency  often  be-  'W^ 
gins  wuh  the  general  deluge,  and  ends  with  its  own.  It  is  thus  that 
even  the  good  sense  and  reason  of  some  become  wearisome,  while  the 
undisciplined  fancy  of  others  wanders  into  all  the  extravagances  and 
the  gaudy  phraseology  which  distinguish  our  Western  Orientalism.  The 
result  is,  that  our  piU>lic  affairs  are  in  danger  of  becoming  wholly  unin- 
telligible ;  concealed  rather  than  explained,  as  they  often  are,  m  long 
harangues,  which  few  who  can  escape  will  hear,  and  in  massive  docu- 
ments, which  all  who  see  will  shun.  For  this  idle  waste  of  words — at 
once  a  political  evil  and  a  social  wrong — the  only  remedy  is  study. 
The  last  degree  of  refinement  is  simpl^ity ;  the  highest  eloquence  ift 
the  plainest ;  the  most  effective  style  is  the  pure,  severe,  and  vigonma 
manner,  of  which  the  great  masters  are  the  best  teachers.*' 

New-Hampshire,  of  which  Concord  is  the  legislative  capital, 
though  Portsmouth  is  a  much  larger  and  more  populous  town,  is 
about  the  same  size  in  area  as  Vermo||^  being  160  miles  in  length 
firom  north  to  south,  70  miles  in  mean  breadth  from  east  to  west, 
and  containing  8600  square  miles,  or  6,440,000  acres.  The  greaU 
er  portion  of  this  area  is  in  the  interior,  as  the  seacoast  measures 
Ottly  18  miles  in  length.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lower 
Canada,  which  it  touches  on  the  disputed  boundary-line  between 
flie  British  and  the  United  States'  possessions ;  on  the  south  by 
Massachusetts,  on  the  west  by  Vermont,  on  the  east  by  Maine,  and 
on  the  southeast  by  the  Atlantic  The  country  near  the  seacoast  is 
generally  level,  but  in  the  interior  the  surface  is  greatly  diversified 
with  hilus  and  mountains,  and  it  is  said  that  from. this  oircumstanoe 
the  vicissitudes  and  extremes  of  temperature  are  neater  in  New« 
Hampshire  than  in  any  other  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  The  soil 
k  as  varied  as  the  temperature,  being  rich  and  fertile  near  the 
banks  of  the  rivers,  but  less  productive  remote  from  them ;  pasture 
absorbs  a  larger  portion  than  tillage,  and  grain  of  various  kinds  is 
produced  in  the  state ;  yet  cattle  are  more  abundant,  and  the  or- 
chards are  also  highly  productive,  though  few  other  lands  of  fruit 
are  grown  here  excq)t  apples. 

Settlers  from  England  visited  New-Hampshire  as  early  as  1622, 
under  a  grant  from  the  Plymouth  Company,  and  their  first  positions^ 
were  taken  up  at  the  Piscataqua  River,  and  at  Cocheco,  which  m^'-',     « 
now  Dover.    In  1631,  Portsmouth,  the  chief  seaport  of  New-Hamp*  >  U/lf 
shire,  was  settled,  and  in  1638  the  town  of  Exeter  was  founded.  ^    * 
From  1641  to  1679  New-Hampshire  existed,  in  coalition  with  Mas* 
sachusetts,  as  a  colony  of  Great  Britain ;  but  after  that  it  separated 
itself^  and  so  continued  till  the  American  Revolution,  when,  in  1776, 
New*Hamp8hire  was  the  first  to  form  a  constitution  of  its  own. 
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and  dnce  then  it  has  existed  as  an  independent  state.  As  most  of 
the  states  of  the  Union  have  some  distinctive  appellation,  as  '^  the 
Empire  State,"  for  New-York ;  "  the  Key-stone  State,"  for  Penn-  * 

Xlvania ;  and  "  the  Old  Dominion,"  for  Virginia,  so  New-Hamp- 
ire  is  called  *'  the  Granite  State,"  from  the  large  quantities  of 
Jgranite  produced  by  its  quarries,  and  sent  to  ail  parts  of  the  coun* 
*  try  for  building.    It  is  called  also  the  Switzerland  of  America,  from  '      ^ 
its  beautifully  picturesque  scenery  in  its  mountains,  rivers,  cataractSy         S 
and  lakes. 

The  population  of  New-Hampshire  was  estimated  in  1701  at 
10,000,  and  even  in  1730  it  was  out  12,000,  having  increased  only 
2000  during  29  years ;  nor  did  it  reach  higher  than  80,000  in  1776, 
the  last  year  of  its  being  .a  colony  of  the  British.  From  the  date  of 
its  independence,  1776,  it  went  on,  like  all  the  other  free  states,  to 
increase  rapidly  in  population,  and  the  decennial  enumerations  after 
this  period  give  the  following  numbers : 


In  1790 141,885 

1800 183,858 

1810  • 314,460 


In  1830 844,161 

1830 209,338 

1838 300,000 


During  the  last  few  years,  the  attention  of  the  people  has  been 
fixed  on  manufactures,  and  there  already  exist  upward  of  60  cot«- 
ton  and  woollen  manufactories,  many  of  them  on  a  large  scale;  there 
are  also  many  paper-mills,  glass-houses,  and  establisunents  for  iron 
works,  particularly  in  Franconia,  near  the  White  Mountains.  The 
diipping  of  the  state  is  estimated  at  about  20,000  tons.  There  are  j^ 
manjr  canals  existing,  and  others  in  process  'f  excavation,  as  well  JH^ 
as  railroads,  and  all  the  elements  of  trade  ^nd  commerce  abound.       ^^ 

The  institutions  for  education  inchid^s  an  excellent  college  at 
Hanover,  called  "  Dartmouth  College,"  from  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, who  was  one  of  its  earliest  patrons,  the  college  being  found- 
ed  in  1769.    It  has  250  students,  a  library  of  7000  volumes,  an  ..^ 

anatomical  museum,  and  an  annual  income  of  about  4000  dollars. 
An  institution  exists  at  Exeter  also,  called  "  Phillips's  Exeter  Acad- 
emy," which  was  founded  Vy  the  Hon.  John  Phillips,  LL.D.  in  1781. 
It  has  a  fund  of  81,000  iollars,  and  this  is  partly  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  indigent  students,  who  have  the  disposition  and  ca- 
pacity for  study,  witlout  the  means. 

The  religious  establishments  of  New-Hampshire  are  ample,  when 
compared  with  its  population.  The  Con^egationalists  or  Inde- 
penoents  are  the  most  numerous;  these  have  180  churches  and 
164  ministers,  wiA  about  15,000  communicants.  The  Baptists 
have  80  churches;  the  Methodists,  Episcopal  and  others,  42; 
Presbyterians,  15 ;  Universalists,  12 ;  Quakers,  12 ;  Unitariansy  10 ; 
Episcopalians,  8,  and  Catholics,  2.  There  are  also  two  societies  of 
Siakers,  and  one  of  Sandemanians.  Such  is  the  vigour  of  the  vol- 
untary ^stem,  that  the  ministers  of  all  these  sects — excepting  only 
the  Quakens  and  ShakeiSi  who  both  repudiate  the  principle  of  pay- 
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^        j^  ing  '^hirelbgs,"  as  they  call  them,  for  preaching  the  Gospel- 

liberally  sustained  by  their  respective  congregations.    Their  church* 
es  are  well-buih,  without  assistance  from  the  state,  and  kept  in  ex- 
cellent repair,  without  forcible  levies  of  tithes  or  church-rates ;  and 
the  peace  and  harmony  between  them  all  is  rarely  or  ever  disturb-  ^^ 
ed.    As  far,  therefore,  as  outward  indications  can  be  taken  as  a?dv 
safe  guide,  there  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that  religion  is  very  ^^ 
generally  respected,  and  its  influence  felt  as  extensively  in  this 
state  as  m  any  others  that  we  had  yet  travelled  through. 

On  Saturday,  the  22d  of  September,  we  left  Concord  for  Boston, 
coming  through  Amoskeag,  Merrimac,  and  Nashua,  all  respecta- 
ble and  thrivmg  towns,  to  Lowell,  which  we  reached  about  two 
o'clock ;  and  finding  there  a  train  of  cars  just  ready  to  start  for 
Boston,  a  distance  of  25  miles,  we  took  our  seats  and  proceeded  on, 
leaving  LoWell  for  a  future  visit,  as  it  is  deemed  the  Manchester  of 
America,  from  its  extensive  manufactories,  and  is  worthy  of  a  care- 
ful examination. 

The  cars,  which  were  both  handsome  and  commodious,  were 
well  filled,  the  train  carrying  probably  200  passengers  at  bnce ;  and 
we  performed  the  distance  smoothly  and  pleasantly  in  about  an  hour 
and  a  half.  The  first  sight  of  Boston  was  very  picturesque  and 
promisng,  ^ith  its  finely-elevated  Statehouse  crowning  the  gen- 
eral eminence,  and  surrounded  by  the  dwellings  of  the  city;  it9 
long  bridges,  anJ  numerous  vessels  of  all  classes  and  sizes  either 

%  moored  at  its  wharf?  or  plying  on  its  waters.  Arriving  at  the  de- 
pot, we  found  an  omtibus  ready  to  convey  us  to  the  hotel ;  and  ev- 
erything connected  with  the  transfer  of  the  baggage  being  conduct- 
ed with  regularity  and  sj^eed,  we  were  soon  on  our  way  to  the 
/  Tremont  House,  where  we  found  excellent  quarters  prepared  for 

»^    .  our  occupation. 


CHAPTER  XXVa 

8Ut  at  Boston.— Delivery  of  Lectures  there.— Resolutions  presented  at  their  Cloee.— 
Mr.  Oeorffe  Combe's  Lectures  on  Phrenology.— Mr.  Cushi^'t  Lecture  on  the  Influ- 
ence of  Women.— Governor  Everett's  Lecture  on  the  Voyages  of  the  Northmen.— 
Afternoon  Lectures  and  Madame  Caradoh's  Concerts.— Public  Meetmgs  in  behalf  of 
the  "  Sailor's  Home."— Institutions  visited  in  Boston.— Public  Chwacteis.- £nvixoiM. 
—Salem  and  Marblehead.— Mihtary  Levee. 

Wb  remained  in  Boston  for  a  period  of  nine  weeks,  during  the 
most  agreeable  part  of  the  year,  afler  the  summer  heats  had  »ib* 
nded,  and  before  the  extreme  cold  of  the  winter  had  set  in — frota 
l|^  22d  of  September  to  the  26th  of  November.  We  saw  the  city 
tittd  its  envircmsy  therefore,  in  the  most  favourable  season  of  au* 
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tumn,  while  fhe  foliage  was  yet  on  the  trees,  and  richly  and  beau- 
tifully coloured,  and  while  the  warm  sun  and  bright  skies  of  thii 
delightful  period  gave  us  all  the  glow  of  summer  and  the  bracbg 
freshness  of  winter  combined.  It  was  the  season,  too,  at  whicE 
most  of  the  opulent  families,  who  pass  their  summers  at  their  coun« 
try  residences  or  in  travelling,  return  to  town  for  their  winter 
abode,  and  when  the  city  is  consequently  the  most  crowded. 

During  our  protracted  stay  in  Boston  I  was  engaged  in  the  de-  A 
livery  of  my  lectures  on  Egypt  and  Palestine  before  the  members  ^ 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  at  whose  invitation  I  had 
come  on  to  Boston  for  this  purpose.  The  place  chosen  for  their 
delivery  was  the  Odeon,  formerly  a  theatre  for  dramatic  perform- 
ances, then  converted  into  a  concert-room,  and  now  used  for  music 
and  for  public  lectures.  It  still  retains  its  usual  subdivisions  into 
boxes,  pit,  and  gallery,  but  is  so  divested  of  all  theatrical  oma* 
ments,  and  so  tastefully  and  chastefully  fitted  up,  as  to  combine 
elegance  and  comfort  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  is  capable  of 
seating  1200  auditors  comfortably.  The  lectures  were  delivered 
twice  m  the  week,  at  half  past  seven  in  the  evening,  and  were  very 
fully  attended  by  audiences  that  were  said  to  contain  the  most  dis* 
tineuished  families  of  Boston,  nearly  all  the  clergy,  and  literary 
and  scientific  men,  and  the  most  critical  and  accomplished  among 
the  ladies.  They  appeared  to  give  more  than  usual  satisfaction  to 
those  who  attended;  and  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
passed  at  their  close,  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  their  having 
Deen  appreciated  by  those  at  whose  express  invitation  they  were  -^ 
given: 

''At  a  meeting  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  hekl  on  Mon- 
day evening,  November  19, 1838,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  course  of  lectures  on  Egypt  and  Palestine,  de- 
livered by  J.  S.  Buckingham,  Esq.,  before  this  association,  merits  our 
highest  approbation,  both  for  the  valuable  historical  information  im- 
parted, and  the  interesting  and  eloquent  manner  in  which  they  were 
delivered. 

**  llesolvcd.  That,  in  parting  with  one  with  whom  so  many  happy, 
and,  we  trust,  useful  hours  have  been  passed,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
offering  him  our  ardent  wishes  for  his  future  prosperity  and  success, 
wherever  his  propensity  to  travel  may  lead  him. 

"  Isaiah  M.  Atkhis,  Jr.,  President. 
"  W.  L.  Weston,  Secretary." 

At  such  intervals  of  leisure  as  I  could  command,  I  attended  the 
lectures  delivered  by  others  in  Boston,  and  received  much  gratifi« 
cation  from  them  all.  Among  others  was  a  course  on  phrenology^ 
delivered  by  Mr.  George  Combe,  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  Temple,  to 
an  audience  of  from  250  to  300,  which  drew  together  the  disciples 
made  by  Dr.  Spurzheim  at  his  visit  a  few  years  ance,  and  gather- 
ed others  around  this  nucleus.  Mr.  Combe  was  well  received,  his 
labours  highly  appreciated  and  publicly  commended;  and  such 
portions  of  the  course  as  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  hear 
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were  full  of  mterest  and  instruction.  I  heard  abo  a  very  eloquent 
lecture  by  the  Honourable  Caleb  Gushing,  of  Newbuiyport^  one  of 
the  representatives  of  Massachusetts  in  Congress,  dehvered  before 
the  Lyceum  at  the  Odeon,  on  the  influence  ofChristianity  in  the  el- 
evation of  women,  and  the  benefits  which  this  had  produced  in  the 
world.  I  had  the  pleasure  also  to  hear  a  very  learned  and  interest- 
ing lecture  by  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  the  state,  delivered  at 
the  Warren-street  Chapel,  oh  the  Voyages  of  the  Northmen  to  the 
Continent  of  America,  nearly  500  years  before  the  time  of  Colum- 
bus. This  historical  fact  was  established  beyond  all  doubt  from 
the  evidence  adduced  by  him  on  this  subject,  though  the  obscurity 
into  which  so  interesting  a  visit  to,  and  occupation  of,  the  territory 
about  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  had  subsecjuently  fallen — as 
it  appears  to  have  been  wholly  forgotten  in  the  time  of  Columbus 
— ^is  among  the  features  of  the  case  the  most  difficult  to  explain. 

Besides  the  regular  evening  course  of  lectures  delivered  by. me 
to  the  Mercantile  Library  Association,  an  aAemoon  course  on  the 
same  subject  was  given  to  the  public  generally  in  the  Marlborough 
Chapel  in  Washington-street,  which  was  also  well  attended,  but 
less  by  men  of  business  than  by  ladies  and  pupils.  The  presi- 
dent and  some  of  the  professors  of  the  Cambridge  University,  with 
many  of  the  clergy  and  most  of  the  Sunday-school  teachers — who 
are  not,  as  in  England,  composed  of  persons  from  the  middle  ranks 
of  life  only,  but  include  the  younger  branches  of  the  most  opulent 
families  in  the  state — were  among  this  audience.  W^e  attended 
Madame  Caradori  Allan's  concerts  also  with  as  much  gratification 
as  ever ;  and  having  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  her  and  her  ex- 
cellent husband  in  England,  we  were  glad  at  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  in  the  same  "house,  and  enjoying  much  of  their  amiable 
and  agreeable  society. 

Among  the  gratuitous  labours  in  which  I  had  the  privilege  of 
being  engaged,  was  the  delivery  of  a  lecture  to  the  members  of  the 
Franklin  Institute  at  the  Temple,  and  the  advocacy  of  the  claims 
of  seamen  in  two  separate  public  meetings,  held,  one  at  the 
Marlborough  Chapel,  and  the  other  at  the  Odeon,  at  an  interval 
of  some  weeks  apart.  The  former  was  on  behalf  of  "  the  Sail- 
or's Home,"  an  establishment  supported  by  the  Trinitarian  sec- 
tion of  Christians,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Pliny  Cutler  and 
the  chaplaincy  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lord ;  and  so  well  conducted  as  to 
be  productive  of  the  greatest  good  in  rescuing  the  seamen  who  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  take  up  their  quarters  there,  from  the  horrors 
of  drunkenness  and  misery  which  await  them  in  all  the  ordinary 
establishments.  At  this  meeting,  which  was  held  on  a  Sunday 
evening,  there  were  believed  to  be  2500  persons  present,  and  up- 
ward of  1000  are  said  to  have  been  obliged  to  go  away  for  want 
of  room.  The  addresses  of  the  evening  produced  a  strong  and  fa- 
Tourable  impression,  and  several  hundred  dollars  were  collected 
from  the  audience  for  the  funds  of  that  institution. 
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The  second  occasion  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  ^'  Mariner's 
Home/'  a  similar  establishment  of  a  larger  aze,  and  situated  in  a 
different  locality.  This  is  chiefly  supported  by  the  Unitarian  por^ 
tion  of  the  community ;  though  Father  Taylor,  who  presides  over 
the  establishment,  and  is  at  once  its  commander,  chaplain,  and  pur^ 
ser,  is  not  a  Unitarian  in  his  doctrine.  He  was  originally  a  Wes*  ^ 
leyan  Methodist,  and  continues  to  be  so  still,  but  upon  rather  a  more 
enlarged  foundation  than  any  of  the  mere  sects  of  Christians.  To 
use  his  own  quaint  sea-language,  in  which  he  so  cordially  addresses 
his  flock  of  seamen,  he  says,  **  We  know  nothing  here  of  Unitari- 
ans, Trinitarians,  or  any  other  arians  into  which  mankind  are  divi* 
ded.  We  don't  allow  such  small  craft  as  these  to  cruise  in  our 
deep  waters.  We  all  sail  here  under  the  broad  pennant  of  pure 
Chnstianity."  And  if  ever  man's  heart  and  mbd  was  truly  cath* 
olic,  such  IS  undoubtedly  Father  Taylor's.  The  meeting^  on  behalf 
of  this  institution  was  also  very  fully  attended,  the  adoresses  con- 
vincing and  impressive,  and  500  dollars  were  raised  by  a  collection 
from  the  audience  for  the  funds  of  the  institution. 

These  occupations  brought  me  in  communication  with  the  most 
influential  and  benevolent  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  and  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  persons  of  all  ranks  and  classes,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  I  attended  also  about  twenty  of  tbs 
churches,  heard  the  most  distinguished  of  the  clergy,  saw  the  most 
crowded  congregations,  and  by  these  opportunities,  added  to  occa* 
&onal  visits  and  daily  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants,  enjoyed 
abundant  opportunities  for  forming  correct  d^inions  as  to  tiieir  gen* 
eral  character. 

Of  the  institutions  within  the  city  I  inspected  persouall^  the 
greatest  number,  and  visited  almost  all  the  public  buildings,  inclu- 
ding the  Statehouse,  Faneuil  Hall,  the  Courthouse,  the  City  Hall, 
the  Custom-house,  the  PostofBce,  the  Navy  Yard,  its  dock,  rope- 
walk,  and  building-sheds,  the  State  Prison,  the  Hospitals  and  Asy- 
lums, the  Public  Schools,  and,  indeed,  almost  every  institution  of 
public  interest  These  were  the  means  I  enjoyed  for  judging  of 
the  things  I  shall  venture  to  describe. 

In  the  environs  of  Boston  we  visited  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  and 
Milton  Hill.  We  were  present  at  one  of  the  public  examinations 
of  Harvard  College  at  the  University  of  Cambridge;  and  spent  a 
delightful  day  at  the  beautiful  cemeteiy  of  Mount  Auburn.  Each 
of  these  excursions  afforded  us  considerable  pleasure,  though  none 
were  so  full  of  interest  as  the  last. 

Among  the  remarkable  public  men  with  whom  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure to  become  acquainted  in  Boston  were  the  ex-president,  John 
Quincy  Adams,  and  the  senator  Daniel  Webster,  both  of  whom  I 
had  before  met  at  Washington,  but  here  they  were  at  home;  Pres- 
ident Quincy,  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  Governor  Everett,  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  me  Rev.  Dr.  Cbanning,  Mr.  Pierpon^ 
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an  accomplished  poet,  Dr.  Harris,  the  venerable  author  of  one  of  the 
most  learned  and  elaborate  works  I  had  ever  met  with  on  the  Nat- 
ural History  of  the  Bible,  and  Father  Taylor,  *'  the  seaman's 
friend,"  one  of  the  most  genuine  sons  of  Neptune,  with  all  a  sail- 
or's virtues,  unspotted  by  the  failings  so  common  to  the  race.  In 
addition  to  these,  we  had  the  pleasure  to  enjoy  the  acquaintance, 
and  I  believe  the  friendship,  of  several  private  families,  whom  I  do 
not  name,  but  of  whose  kindness  we  shall  long  retain  the  recol- 
lection. 

During  our  stay  at  Boston  I  was  invited  to  deliver  my  course  of 
lectures  at  Salem,  where  I  went  by  the  railroad,  a  distance  of  thir- 
teen miles,  on  two  days  in  each  week ;  and  though  the  course  was 
but  slightly  attended,  the  audience  seldom  exceeding  200  persons, 
I  had  the  pleasure  to  form  some  very  agreeable  acquaintances,  and 
to  partake  of  the  cordial  hospitality  of  an  English  family  residing 
there  from  Essex  in  England ;  persons  with  whom  I  had  had  no 
acquaintance  whatever  at  home,  but  who,  the  moment  I  arrived  in 
the  country,  sent  me  a  pressmg  invitation  to  visit  them  at  Salem, 
and  desired  me,  whenever  I  came  there,  to  make  their  house  my 
home. 

While  at  Salem  I  visited  several  times  the  interesting  museum 
formed  in  that  town  by  the  contributions  of  the  many  sea-captains 
who  sail  from  that  port  to  various  parts  of  India,  Chma,  and  the 
islands  of  the  Pacinc,  and  made  also  a  pleasant  excursion  to  the 
neighbouring  seaport  and  fishing-town  of  Marblehead ;'  in  a  ship 
belonging  to  which  port,  called  the  Rising  States,  Captain  Atkin 
Adams,  I  had  visited  the  United  States  thirty  years  ago,  in  a  voy- 
age from  London  to  Norfolk  in  Virginia. 

As  I  purpose  repeating  my  visit  to  Salem  in  the  summer,  I  shall 
defer  all  de^ription  of  that  city  and  its  environs  till  then ;  but  I 
mav  mention  that,  (^ing  one  of  ray  visits  here,  I  was  much  grati- 
fied at  the  opportunity  of  seeing  "  all  Salem,"  as  the  phrase  is,  at  a 
military  levee  which  was  peculiar  to  the  time.  It  appears  that  of  late 
years  the  militant  mania,  which  is  so  fast  dying  away  in  the  West, 
has  been  revivea[  in  the  East ;  and  Salem  havmg  partaken  of  it  m 
a  large  degree,  has  now  several  companies  of  volunteers,  who  are 
exceedingly  fond  of  parade  days  and  public  displays.  A  gentle- 
man of  fortune,  Captain  Sutton>  who  partakes  of  this  taste  himself, 
encourages  it  in  others  by  giving,  on  the  occasion  of  public  re- 
views, and  at  his  own  cost,  a  public  levee,  at  which  the  volunteers, 
privates  as  well  as  oflScers,  and  all  their  families,  are  invited  to  par- 
take in  the  pleasures  of  the  dance,  the  promenade,  and  the  refresh- 
ments of  the  evening.  I  was  present  at  one  of  these,  and  found  it 
a  miniature  edition  of  the  president's  levee  ^  Washington.  "Ev- 
erybody in  Salem  was  there,"  was  the  common  mode  of  descri- 
bbff  it;  and  there  was  certainly  a  great  variety  in  the  complexion 
of  tne  company.    But,  while  there  was  something  that  might  have 
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been  spared  by  good  taste  in  the  richness  and  gandiness  of  the 
attire,  there  was  as  much  of  female  beauty  as  I  ever  saw  among 
the  same  number  of  persons,  and  some  of  the  younger  faces  were 
exquisitely  lovely.  The  behaviour  of  all  was  respectful,  orderly, 
and  becoming ;  and  though  there  was  no  want  of  joy  and  hilarity, 
yet  it  never  manifested  itself  boisterously.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
country  except  America  could  furnish,  out  of  such  varied  element^ 
embracing  all  classes  of  society,  two  such  agreeable  and  well-con* 
ducted  parties  as  these  public  levees  at  Washington  and  Salem. 

Such  is  a  brief  notice  of  the  chief  incidents  of  our  stay  at  Boston 
and  in  its  neighbourhood ;  and  it  was  during  this  period,  and  8ur« 
rounded  by  these  opportunities  and  sources  of  information,  that  I 
threw  into  form  the  scattered  facts  which  I  was  thus  enabled  to 
bring  together,  and  appended  to  them  the  opinions  and  impressioAsi^ 
which  the  subjects  themselves  occasioned,  as  they  are  arranged  in 
the  following  chapters. 


CHAPTER  XXVra.  # 

Influence  of  Institutions  on  Character.— Early  History  of  Massachnsetts.— First  Chaitflr 
to  the  PlymoQth  Company.—Oiigin  of  the  name  "New-England/*— AiriTal  of  tba 
Poritans.— Charter  of  Uharks  the  First.— Solemn  League  and  Covenant  of  the  Set- 
tlers.—Foundation  of  PlynMMth  and  Salem.— Boston,  Cbarlestown,  Dorchester,  sod 
Roxbnry.-First  Act  of  Religious  Intolerance.— First  Representatire  Assembly  .—War 
with  the  Indians.— Influence  of  the  Clsrgy.— Female  Assemblies  — Hazelng,  Pym, 
Hampden,  and  OliTer  Cromwell,  Emigiants.— Rigour  of  the  Puritan  Laws.— Firrt 
Federal  Union  of  Provinces.- Foundation  of  Providence  and  Rhode  Island. — Conduct 
of  the  Quakers.— Death  inflicted  on  Quakers  for  entering  the  Colony.— Firmness  of 
that  Bodv  triumphing  over  their  Persecutors.- Restoration  of  Charlea  the  Second.— 
Increased  Emigration. — Statistics  of  New-England  at  this  eariy  Period.— Lawa  for 
restraining  Indulgence  in  Dress  and  Amusements.— Remarkable  Men.— Sir  William 
Phipps.— Cotton  Mather.— Benjamin  Franklin. 

As  there  is  no  portion  of  the  United  States  in  which  the  charac- 
ter of  the  inhabitants  has  been  more  extensively  influenced,  if  not 
almost  wholly  formed,  by  the  institutions  and  conduct  of  their  an- 
cestors than  m  New-England,  it  is  almost  indispensable  to  a  ri^ht 
understanding  and  due  appreciation  of  that  character  to  examme ' 
these  institutions,  and  the  conduct  of  those  who  framed  them,  for 
which  purpose  a  brief  sketch  of  the  early  settlement  of  these  terri- 
tories will  perhaps  be  acceptable. 

It  was  in  the  year  1606  that  James  the  First  of  England  sanc- 
tioned the  planting  of  colonies  in  this  part  of  America,  then  called 
Northern  Virginia ;  and  two  separate  companies,  one  stationed  at 
London,  and  the  other  at  Plymouth,  in  England,  had  granted  to 
them  the  privilege  of  forming  such  colonies  in  these  parts.  The 
leadbg  person  in  the  Plymouth  Company  was  Sir  John  Popham, 
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^  then  Chief-justice  of  England,  who  a  few  years  before  presided  at 
#     the  trial  of  Sir  Walter  SLaleigh,  and  condemned  that  distinguished 
individual,  to  whom  both  America  and  England  owed  so  much,  to 
4^  the  death  of  a  traitor.  *  The  first  expedition,  led  by  two  brothers  of 

the  judge,  sailed  from  Plymouth  in  1607,  with  about  100  emi- 
grants, m  two  vessels ;  and,  landing  near  the  River  Sagadahoc, 
they  found  themselves,  in  the  first  period  of  their  stay  here,  so  desti- 
tute of  means,  that  all  but  forty-five  of  their  number  were  sent  back 
to  England ;  while  these  suffered  so  severely  from  the  winter  that 
they  lost  a  great  portion  of  their  number  by  disease,  includmg  their 
president,  Henry  Popham,  before  the  spring.  A  vessel  tfien  arrived 
with  fresh  supplies ;  but  this  ship  brought  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  Chief-justice  Popham  and  Sir  Henry  Gilbert,  their  two  most 
)>owerful  patrons,  and  this  induced  them  to  return  to  England, 
where  they  spread  the  most  discouraging  accounts  of  the  region  in 
which  so  many  calamities  had  befall^  them. 

Six  years  after  this,  in  1614,  the  celebrated  Captain  Smith,  so 
renowned  for  his  adventures  with  Pocahontas  in  Virg'mia,  was  en- 
gaged by  the  Plymouth  Company  to  make  a  voyage  of  trade  and 
survey  to  the  abandoned  coast,  and,  after  explormg  with  great 
^jare  both  the  coast  and  the  interior,  from  Cape  Cod  to  Penotecot, 
'^e  returned  to  England,  and,  laying  his  map  and  the  narrative  of 
his  travels  before  Prince  Charles,  this  generous  patron  of  the  gal- 
lant captain  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  region  described  Uiat 
he  bestowed  on  it  the  name  of  "  New-England,"  which  has  always 
been  continued,  and  which  now  embraces  the  six  states  eastward 
of  the  Hudson  River,  namely,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
chusetts, New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Maine.  So  many  obsta- 
cles, however,  intervened  between  this  period  and  1619,  that  the 
Plymouth  Company  in  this  year  laid  aside  all  attempts  to  colonize 
the  quarter  in  which  their  first  settlement  was  made. 

In  1620  the  Puritans,  who  had  fled  from  England  because  of  the 
religious  persecutions  to  which  they  were  subject,  and  had  remain- 
ed ten  years  in  exile  at  Leyden,  resolved  to  leave  Europe  altogether 
and  settle  in  America ;  and,  having  procured  from  the  Plymouth 
Company  the  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  within  their  territories,  they 
purchased  two  vessels,  in  order  to  convey  120  of  their  number  to 
the  shores  of  the  New  World.  The  spot  on  which  they  had  in- 
tended to  form  their  settlement  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson 
River ;  but  the  Dutch,  then  in  possession  of  a  part  of  that  territory, 
wishing  to  exclude  these  new  settlers  from  their  neighbourhood,  are 
said  to  have  bribed  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  sailed  with  these 
emigrants  from  Leyden,  to  take  them  to  some  spot  farther  north 
upon  the  coast.  He  accordingly  took  them  as  far  north  as  Cape 
Cod,  where  the  advanced  penod  of  the  year,  and  the  sufferings 
and  sickness  of  a  long  voyage,  compelled  them  to  disembark.  They 
bestowed  upon  the  place  of  their  finst  settlement  the  name  of  New* 
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Plymouth,  from  the  English  city  of  that  name  at  which  they  last   . 
touched,  when,  driven  back  by  storms  after  their  departure  from 
Leyden,  they  had  taken  shelter  in  the  harbour  of  Plymouth,  within 
the  British  Channel. 

This  first  year  was  one  of  great  privation,  suffering,  and  difficul- 
ty ;  but  these  being  at  length  overcome,  they  began  to  frame  those 
institutions  which  had  so  powerful  an  influence  on  the  character  of 
their  descendants.  Their  ecclesiastical  constitution  was  the  same 
as  that  under  which  they  had  lived  in  their  exile  at  Lieyden,  and 
both  this  and  their  civil  government  were  founded  on  the  republi- 
can principle  of  the  equal  rights  of  man.  All  freemen  whb  were 
members  of  their  church  were  members  also  of  the  legislative  body, 
and  this  continued  until  1639,  when  for  the  first  time  a  House  of 
Representatives  was  formed ;  and  these  chose  annually  a  governor* 
and  council  for  their  executive  body.  *  The  jurisprudence  of  Eng- 
land was  in  most  cases  their  i^odel ;  but  the  penalties  of  the  Mosa- 
ic code  were  often  intermingled  with  their  laws;  and  their  deep 
abhorrence  of  offences  against  morality,  contrasted  with  their  light 
estimate  of  pecuniary  crimes,  is  strikingly  shown  in  the  fact  that, 
while  they  punished  fornication  with  Bogging  and  adultery  with 
death,  the  onence  of  forgery  was  only  visited  with  a  trifling  fine  in 
money.  Considering  themselves  as  members  of  one  family,  the]^ 
adopted  a  community  of  property,  and  this  continued  for  three 
years,  when  the  influx  of  strangers  rendered  a^etum  to  individual 
possession,  as  they  thought,  necessary. 

In  1626,  the  reign  oKharles  the  First  set  in  motion  new  causes 
to  augment  the  number  of  those  who  sought  refuse  from  religious 
intolerance  in  America,  and  a  non-conformist  minister  at  Dorches* 
ter,  in  England,  named  White,  drew  the  attention  of  those  who, 
like  himself,  sought  relief  from  persecution,  to  the  importance  of 
leaving  their  homes  for  a  new  country.  For  this  purpose,  a  publi- 
cation, entitled  "  General  Considerations  for  the  Plantation  of  New- 
England,"  was  extensively  circulated,  and  the  effect  it  produced 
may  be  judged  of  from  some  of  the  passages  it  contained.  '^  Eng- 
land," it  was  asserted,  "  grew  weary  of  her  inhabitants,  insomuch 
that  man,  the  most  precious  of  all  creatures,  was  there  recorded 
more  vile  and  base  than  the  earth  he  trod  on."  ^*  English  semi- 
naries," it  was  added,  **  abounded  with  so  many  spectacles  and 
temptations  of  dissolute  irregularity,  that  vice  was  there  more  ef- 
fectually communicated  by  example,  than  knowledge  and  virtue 
by  precept ;"  and  the  declaration  then  followed,  that  "  The  whole 
earth  is  the  Lord's  garden,  and  he  hath  given  it  to  the  sons  of 
Adam  to  be  tilled  and  improved  by  them.  Why,  then,  should  any 
stand  starving  here,  in  England,  for  places  of  habitation,  and  in  the 
mean  time  suffer  whole  countries,  as  profitable  for  the  use  of  man,  to 
lie  waste,  without  any  improvement  V* 

The  numbers  induced  by  this  stirring  appeal  were  sufficient  to 
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•  furnish  the  means  for  a  new  expedition,  and  the  parties  purchasing 
from  the  Plymouth  Company  a  tract  of  land — ^which  included  au 
the  coast  from  three  miles  north  of  the  Merrimac  River  to  three 
miles  south  of  the  Charles  River,  and  in  the  interior  from  the  bor* 
ders  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific — sent  out  their  first 
body  of  emigrants,  who,  on  arriving  in  Massachusetts,  were  cor- 
dially greeted  and  assisted  by  those  who  had  gone  before  them  to 
New-Plymouth ;  and  in  the  year  of  their  arrival,  1628,  they  laid 
the  foundations  of  Salem. 

It  was  on  the  4th  of  March  in  this  year  that  the  Puritans  in 
England  obtained  for  their  exiled  brethren  in  Massachusetts  a  char- 
ter from  Charles  the  First,  giving  them  le^  authority  to  occupy 
the  territory  in  which  they  had  formed  their  settlements  in  Amer- 
ica. By  this  charter  the  settlers  were  incorporated  into  a  body 
Eolitic,  empowered  to  occupy,  cultivate,  or  dispose  of  the  soil  they 
ad  purchased,  and  to  govern  the  p#pple  who  should  settle  on  it. 
Among  the  patentees  were  Sir  Richard  Salstonstall,  of  an  ancient 
Northamptonshire  family,  one  of  whose  descendants,  bearing  the 
same  name,  is  the  present  mayor  of  Salem  (1838) ;  and  Samuel 
Vassal,  afterward  member  of  Parliament  for  the  City  of  London, 
and  distinguished  for  his  patriotic  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  col- 

^dection  of  the  ship-money  tax  in  England.  A  monument  was 
erected  to  the  memory  of  this  individual  in  Boston,  by  his  great- 
grandson,  from  whi$h  it  appears  that  he  was  the  son  of  Sir  John 
Vassal,  who,  in  Elizabeth's  time,  fitted  out  at  his  own  cost,  and 
commanded  in  person,  two  ships  of  war  against  the  Spanish  arma- 
da. In  a  note  to  Mr.  Graham's  excellent  History  of  America,  he 
says,  ^'  The  son,  exerting  himself  as  strenuously  against  domestic 
tyranny  as  the  father  had  done  against  foreign  invasion,  was  de- 
prived of  his  liberty,  and  of  the  greater  part  of  his  fortune,  by  the 
Court  of  Star  Chamber.  The  Long  Parliament  voted  him  up- 
ward of  j8  10,000  as  compensation  for  his  losses,  and  resolved  that 
bis  personal  sufferings  should  be  still  farther  considered :  '  But  the 
rage  of  the  times,'  says  his  epitaph,  '  and  the  neglect  of  proper 
application  since,  have  left  to  his  family  only  the  honour  and  vote 
of  that  resolution.' "  Such  is  the  fate  of  those  who  are  oppressed 
and  plundered  for  their  advocacy  of  popular  rights,  and  such  the 
hopelessness  of  ever  obtaining  justice  or  redress  from  either  the  Par^ 
liament  or  the  people ! 

In  the  following  year,  1629,  on  the  first  of  May,  a  squadron  of 
vessels  left  England,  containing  350  emigrants,  who  were  almost 
wholly  Puritans  and  non-conformist  ministers.  The  object  of  their 
voyage  being  to  escape  from  religious  persecution  to  an  asylum  of 
greater  liberty,  their  time  at  sea  was  devoted  chiefly  to  reUgious 
exercises ;  and  the  crews,  touched  by  their  enthusiasm,  became  as 
devout  as  the  passengers  themselves.  Their  voyage  was  happy 
and  prosperouSi  and  they  reached  Salem  in  safety  on  the  24th  of 
June. 
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They  had  scarcely  landed  before  the  whole  body,  including  the 
previous  settlers  and  the  new  emigrants,  united  in  a  solemn  league 
and  covenant,  and  formed  a  social  contract,  by  which  they  under* 
took  to  dedicate  their  future  lives  to  God,  and  the  mutual  aid  and 
comfort  of  each  other.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  they  were 
ancere ;  but  such  were  the  crude  and  imperfect  notions  of  religious 
liberty  that  existed  at  that  period,  even  among  men  who  had  fled 
from  religious  persecution  themselves,  that  in  the  very  same  year 
in  which  this  solemn  league  and  covenant  was  made,  they  banish- 
ed two  brothers,  named  Browne,  who  were  among  the  original  pat- 
entees, for  merely  dissenting  from  the  model  of  church-govern- 
ment which  the  covenanters  had  framed !  But  this  is,  perhaps,  the 
less  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  remembered  that  even  the  great 
Lord  Bacon,  in  his  treatise  "  De  Unitate  Ecclesiae,"  expresses  his 
conviction  that  '^  no  government  could  be  upheld  without  uniformi- 
ty of  religious  opinions,"  and  that  "  toleration  to  sectarians  would 
lie  impolitic  and  unsafe."  And  in  the  History  of  New-Hampshire 
it  is  stated,  that  in  a  work  published  in  that  state  in  1645,  a  Chris- 
tian minister  thus  expressed  himself:  *^  It  is  said  that  men  ought  to 
have  liberty  of  conscience,  and  that  it  is  persecution  to  debar  them 
of  it.  I  can  rather  stand  amazed  than  reply  to  this.  It  is  an  as* 
tonishment  that  the  brains  of  men  should  be  parboiled  in  such  im- 
pious ignorance !" 

In  August  of  this  year,  1629,  a  most  important  change  took 
place  in  the  condition  of  New-England,  as  on  the  29th  of  thaft 
month  the  charter  of  Massachusetts,  which  before  made  the  gov- 
erning power  of  the  colony  to  reside  in  England,  was  so  modified 
as  to  transfer  this  ruling  power  to  America  ;  so  that,  acx^ording  to 
the  language  of  the  historian,  ^  an  English  corporation,  appointed 
by  its  charter  to  reside  in  London,  resolved  itself,  by  its  own  act, 
into  an  American  corporation,  and  transferred  its  residence  to  Mam 
sachusetts."  To  this  the  king  not  only  made  no  objection,  but 
gave  his  public  assent  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  gave  his 
royal  commendation  to  the  provincial  government,  and  promised  it 
all  the  aid  it  wonld'-iequire  for  its  comfort  and  prosperity.  The 
motive  of  the  king's  conduct  b  supposed  to  have  been  a  great  de- 
sire to  rid  himself  of  the  presence  of  the  Puritans  in  England,  by 
increasing  the  facilities  and  temptations  of  their  emigration  to  the 
New  World ;  but,  whatever  was  the  motive,  the  effect  was  to 
place  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  settlers  in  New-England  on  a 
much  firmer  basis  than  they  had  ever  reposed  on  before,  and  to 
make  this  a  most  important  epoch  in  their  history. 

From  this  period  the  work  of  organization  went  on  with  spirit, 
vigour,  and  efficiency.  A  general  assembly  appointed  John  Win- 
throp  as  their  first  governor  and  Thomas  Dudley  as  their  first  dep- 
uty-governor, and  these  were  assisted  by  eighteen  councillors, 
wfaidi  formed  the  fiist  provincial  Legislature  of  New-England. 
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This  act  inspired  so  much  confidence  in  the  future  stability  of  the 
colony,  that  in  the  following  year,  1630,  no  less  than  15i00  new 
settlers  arrived,  in  a  fleet  of  17  ships,  \vhich  reached  Salem  on  the 
6th  of  July ;  and  amon^  these  were  many  individuals  of  wealth 
and  distinction,  who  had  embarked  with  a  determination  "  to  fol- 
low truth  and  liberty  into  a  desert,  rather  than  to  enjoy  all  the 
pleasures  of  the  world  under  the  dominion  of  superstition  and 
slavery  at  home."  They  were  not  so  pleased,  however,  with  the 
situation  of  Salem  as  they  expected  to  have  been,  and  began  to 
look  around  in  the  neighbourhood  for  some  more  agreeable  local- 
ity. They  fixed  on  several  spots  around  the  bay,  where  more  eli- 
gible positions  were  easily  found ;  and  thus  was  planted  the  first 
beginnings  of  Boston,  of  Charlestown,  of  Dorchester,  and  of  Roz- 
bury,  all  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other,  and  all  since  so  much 
increased,  that  Boston  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  influential  of  all  the  larger  cities  of  America,  while  the 
others  are  considerable  towns,  either  as  suburbs  or  places  m  its 
vicinity. 

The  first  year  of  the  new  emigrants  was  full  of  disaster^  from 
the  severity  of  the  winter,  the  insufficiency  of  shelter  and  accom- 
modation, and  the  prevalence  of  a  pestilential  disease,  which  swept 
away  many  by  death ;  but  when  spring  returned,  and  new  supplies 
arrived  from  England,  they  were  enabled  to  revive  and  attend  to 
their  affairs.  Even  at  this  early  period,  their  first  act,  like  that  of 
their  predecessors,  was  one  of  religious  intolerance ;  for  they  pass- 
ed a  law  that  no  man  should  be  a  freeman,  or  have  any  share  in 
the  government,  who  did  not  conform  in  all  respects  to  the  eccle- 
siastical opinions  and  discipline  which  they  chose  to  set  up !  A 
curious  instance  is  mentioned  of  the  influence  of  the  clergy  in  the 

Erovince  at  this  time  by  Hutchinson,  who  says  that  the  use  of  to- 
acco  was  prohibited  under  a  severe  penalty ;  and  in  some  of  the 
popular  books  of  the  colony  its  smoke  was  compared  to  '^  the  fumes 
of  the  bottomless  pit."  Soon  after  this,  however,  some  of  the 
clergy  themselves  having  acquired  a  taste  for  the  obnoxious  weed, 
their  influence  was  suflocient  to  get  an  order  from  the  local  gov- 
ernment withdrawing  the  prohibition  and  penalty,  and  leaving  to- 
bacco and  all  its  consumers  unmolested. 

In  1634  the  first  representative  assembly  was  formed  in  Massa- 
chusetts, the  election  being  by  universal  suffrage  of  the  freemen ; 
and  the  representatives,  in  conjunction  with  the  councillors  and 
governor,  forming  the  Legislature  of  the  province.  About  this 
time  Providence  was  founded  by  Roger  Williams,  one  of  the  min- 
isters of  Salem ;  Connecticut  by  Hooker,  one  of  the  ministers  of 
Boston ;  and  New-Haven  by  Nicholas  Eaton,  a  man  of  large  for- 
tune from  England,  and  John  Davenport,  an  eminent  Puritan 
minister. 
In  1637  a  war  occurred  between  the  colonists  and  the  Pequod 
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Indians;  and  the  influence  of  the  clergy  may  be  judged  of  from 
this  custom,  that  when  a  commander-in-chief  of  the  military  force 
was  appointed,  his  truncheon  was  delivered  to  him  by  one  of  the 
<*Iergy,  and  with  each  regiment  was  placed  a  chaplain,  who  in  all 
circumstances  of  doubt  or  danger  was  instructed  to  pray  for  Divine 
direction.  The  manner  in  which  religion  was  interwoven  in  the 
very  texture  of  society  at  this  time  is  illustrated  by  the  fact,  that  it 
was  then  the  practice  in  Boston  for  the  inhabitants  to  assemble  to« 
gether  in  weekly  meetings,  to  discuss  the  merits  and  doctrines  of 
the  sermons  delivered  on  the  preceding  Sabbath. 

It  was  the  privilege  of  men  only,  however,  to  attend  these  meet- 
ings ;  but  a  lady  of  the  colony,  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  the  wife  of  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  community,  feeling  aggrieved  at  the 
exclusion  of  women  from  these  debates,  determm^  to  assert  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  her  own  sex,  and  established  meetings  for 
them,  at  which  she  presided.  Her  followers  and  admirers  increase 
ed  so  rapidly  that  they  soon  outnumbered  the  exclusive  assem- 
bhes  of  the  males;  and  at  length  Mrs.  Hutchinson  attained  to 
such  influence  and  exercised  such  power,  that  the  decisions  by  her 
authority  were  fatal  to  the  reputation  of  those  against  whose  lives 
or  doctnnes  they  were  directeti.  In  the  language  of  the  historian, 
<<  the  matrons  of  Boston  were  transformed  into  a  synod  of  slander- 
ous praters,  whose  inquisitorial  deliberations  and  audacious  decrees 
instilled  their  venom  into  the  innermost  recesses  of  society ;  and 
the  spirits  of  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  being  in  that  combus- 
tible state  in  which  a  feeble  spark  will  suffice  to  xindle  a  formida- 
ble confla^tion,  the  whole  colony  was  inflamed  and  distracted  by 
the  incontmence  of  female  spleen  and  presumption."* 

In  1638  another  numerous  supply  of  emigrants  arrived  b  New- 
England  ;  and  in  a  second  fleet  about  to  sail,  but  which  was  stop- 
ped by  an  order  of  council  from  the  king,  were  embarked,  among 
others,  the  republicans  HazeLrig,  Hampden,  Pym,  and  Oliver  Crom* 
well.  The  kmg,  indeed,  became  so  alarmed  at  the  growing  strength 
aind  numbers  of  the  Puritans  in  the  Western  World,  that  he  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  the  patent  or  charter  of  MassachusettSi 
which  would  most  probably  have  been  enforced  but  for  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  civil  war,  which  almost  immediately  followed.  At 
this  period,  1640,  there  were  about  4000  families  in  New-England, 
and  more  than  100  ministers  of  religion.  These  had  founded  fifty 
towns  and  villages,  and  erected  more  than  thirty  churches  and 
dwellings  for  the  ministers:  and  all  this  in  addition  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  upward  of  200,000  pounds  in  equipping  the  vessek  and 
conveying  the  emigrants  by  whom  this  colony  was  formed. 

The  feelings  by  which  these  people  were  knit  together  were  such 
as  to  make  them  all  with  one  accord  abjure  luxurious  habits,  and 
enjoin,  by  legislative  sanction  and  personal  example,  the  constant 
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Eactice  of  matual  succour  and  redproeal  aid.  The  men  of  larger 
rtune  assisted  those  of  humbler  means ;  and  these  duties  to  eadi 
other  ^ere  enforced  from  the  pulpit  in  such  addresses  as  these : 
^  Remember,  brethren,"  says  one  of  the  ministers  of  New-Plymouth, 
Robert  Cushman,  ^  remember  that  ye  have  given  your  names  and 
promises  one  to  another  here  to  cleave  together.  You  must  then 
seek  the  wealth  of  one  another,  and  inquire,  as  David  did,  How 
Uveth  such  a  man  ?  how  is  he  clad  ?  how  is  he  fed  1  He  is  my 
brother,  my  associate,  and  we  ventured  our  lives  together,  b  his 
labour  harder  than  mine  1  Surely  I  will  ease  him.  Hath  he  no 
bed  to  lie  on  ?  I  have  two :  I'll  lend  him  one.  He  is  as  good  a 
man  as  I,  and  we  are  bound  to  each  other,  so  that  his  wants  must 
be  my  wants,  and  his  welfere  my  welfare.*** 

Notwithstanding  the  benevolent  spirit  in  which  this  advice  was 
conceived,  there  was  yet  existing  in  the  community  so  much  of  in* 
tolerance  and  bigotry  as  greatly  to  overbalance  the  good  which  a 
right  estimate  of  religious  privileges  would  have  ensured.  By 
one  of  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  it  was  enacted,  ^  that  all  stran* 

Sers  professing  the  Christian  religion  who  shall  flee  to  this  country 
t>m  the  tyranny  of  their  persecutors,  shall  be  succoured  at  the  pidh 
Ke  charge  till  some  provision  can  be  made  for  them  ;*'  and  yet,  by 
tike  same  authority,  Roman  Catholic  priests,  as  wdl  as  QualKis, 
were  subjected  to  banishment  and  to  death  if  they  ventured  to  re- 
turn, while  the  latter  were  called  ^  a  cursed  sect,"  and  the  seve* 
rest  penalties  were  imposed  on  the  importation  of  either  the  per* 
aons  or  the  writings  of  the  Quakers ! 

So  rigid  were  their  rules  for  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath, 
that  all  persons  were  forbidden  to  run,  or  even  to  walk,  ^  except 
reverently  to  and  from  church  on  Sunday,"  or  to  profane  the  day 
by  sweeping  their  houses,  cooking  their  victuals,  or  shaving  their 
beards.  Mothers  were  commanded  not  even  to  kiss  their  children 
on  that  sacred  day !  Adultery  was  punished  by  death,  but  fomi* 
cation  by  compelling  the  parties  to  marry  only.  Robbery  was 
punished  by  branding  for  the  first  offence,  flogging  for  the  second, 
and  death  for  the  third ;  but  if  any  crime  win  committed  on  Sun* 
day,  the  ear  of  the  culprit  was  cut  off,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
penalty  for  other  days  in  the  week.  Blasphemy  was  punished  with 
death,  heresy  with  banishment  Heavy  fines  were  imposed  on 
people  for  **  observing  any  such  day  as  Christmas ;"  and  witchcraft 
and  perjury,  directed  against  t&e  life  of  any  one,  were  punished 
with  death. 

Gaming  was  strictly  prohibited,  and  cards  and  dice  were  forUd- 
den  to  be  imported.  No  assemblies  for  dancing  were  allowed ; 
and  kissing  a  woman  in  the  street,  even  by  way  of  honest  and 
friendly  ^eeting,  was  punished  by  flogging !  Persons  wearing  a 
dress  which  the  grand  jury  should  deem  alx)ve  their  station,  were 
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in  the  first  instance  admonished,  and  in  the  second  fined.  Women 
cutting  didr  hair  like  men,  or  suffering  it  to  hang  loosely  on  their 
ftoeSy  were  also  fined.  The  ^^  selectmen"  visited  every  family,  and 
prescribed  the  quantity  of  work  in  spmning  which  ue  young  fe» 
males  of  the  family  could  execute,  and  fines  were  exacted  if  they 
fell  short  of  the  task. 

Usury  was  forbidden,  and  no  hire  was  to  be  paid  even  for  the 
loan  of  cattle  or  agricultural  instruments.  A  male  child  above  six- 
teen, accused  by  its  parents  of  rebellion,  was  liable  to  the  punish- 
ment  of  death ;  and  any  person  courting  a  maid  without  the  sano- 
tion  of  her  parents  was  subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment !  Such 
were  a  few  only  of  the  most  prominent  laws,  customs,  and  usages 
of  the  Puritan  settlers  in  New-England ;  and  such  has  been  their 
influence  upon  the  posterity  of  these  ancestors,  that  many  traces, 
and  some  not  very  faint  ones,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  present  day. 

The  remaining  history  of  the  New-England  States  may  be  very 
briefly  told.  In  1643  they  formed  a  federal  union,  and  from  that 
period  more  rapidly  advanced  in  prosperity.  In  1646  they  began 
to  make  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  the  Indians ;  and  so  early  as 
1664,  the  Bible  was  printed,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  language  of 
the  Massachusetts  Indians.  When  Cromwell  succeeded  to  the  su* 
preme  power  in  England,  he  was  favourable  to  the  New-England 
colonies;  and,  after  his  armaments  had  conquered  Jamaica,  he  pro- 
posed  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts  to  give  them  this  island  for 
their  future  possession,  but  they  gratefully  and  respectfully  declined 
his  offer. 

The  persecution  of  the  Anabaptists  and  Quakers,  which  occurred 
in  New-England  in  1656,  is  a  deep  stain  upon  the  character  of 
that  aee,  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  conduct  of  the  Qua* 
kers  of  that  day  was  characterized  by  an  extravagance  of  opinion 
and  conduct  which  it  seems  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  nfoderate 
tenets,  and  meek  and  pure  demeanour  of  the  Quakers  of  the  present 
day,  while  the  execution  of  persons  for  witchcraft  is  as  remarkable 
a  proof  of  human  weakness.  As  a  specimen  of  the  controversTes 
which  passed  between  the  sects  of  that  time,  it  may  be  stated  that 
Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  Providence  and  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  having,  as  he  conceived,  made  out  a  triumphant  case 
a^inst  the  Quakers,  published  a  book,  entitled,  ^'George  Fox 
digged  out  of  his  Burrow ;''  to  which  this  leader  of  the  Quakers 
published  a  reply,  under  the  title  of  '^  A  New-England  firebrand 
quenched ;  bemg  an  answer  to  a  lying,  slanderous  book  by  one 
Roger  Williams,  confuting  his  blasphemous  assertions.''* 

The  persecution  of  the  Quakers,  however,  produced  here  the 
same  effects  which  religious  persecution  has  produced  eveiywhinre 
^Hat ;  it  increased  the  number  of  the  sect,  and  augmented  their  de« 
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Totion  and  thdr  zeal.  Mr.  Graham  says,  in  hiir  history  of  this 
period,  "  Swarms  of  Quakers  descended  upon  the  colony ;  and, 
violent  and  impetuous  in  provoking  persecution,  cahn,  resolute, 
and  inflexible  in  maintabing  it,  they  opposed  thdr  powers  of  en* 
during  cruelty  to  their  adversaries'  power  of  inflicting  it ;  and  not 
only  multiplied  their  converts,  but  excited  a  considerable  degree  of 
favour  and  pity  in'  the  minds  of  men  who,  detesting;  the  Quaker 
tenets,  yet  derived  from  their  own  experience  a  pectmar  sympathy 
with  the  virtues  of  heroic  patience,  constancy,  and  contempt  of 
danger/' 

The  manner  in  which  these  qualities  were  exhibited  was  such, 
'however,  as  at  this  time  of  day  seems  difficult  to  credit;  and  yet 
the  facts  are  supported  by  the  most  unquestionable  testimony.  The 
same  historian  says :  '^  In  public  assemblies  and  in  crowded  streets, 
it  was  the  practice  of  some  of  the  Quakers  to  denounce  the  most 
tremendous  manifestations  of  Divine  wrath  on  the  people  unless  they 
forsook  their  carnal  system.  One  of  them,  named  Faubord,  oon- 
oeiving  that  he  experienced  a  celestial  encouragement  to  rival  the 
faith  and  imitate  the  sacrifice  of  Abraham,  was  proceeding,  with 
lus  own  hands,  to  shed  the  blood  of  his  son ;  when  his  neighbours, 
alarmed  by  the  cries  of  the  lad,  broke  into  the  house  and  prevent- 
ed the  consummation  of  this  blasphemous  atrocity.  Others  inter- 
rupted Divine  service  in  the  churches  by  loudly  protesting  that  these 
were  not  the  sacrifices  that  God  Avould  accept" 

^'  The  female  preachers  far  exceeded  their  male  associates  in  folly, 
phrensy,  and  indecency.  One  of  them  presented  herself  to  a  con- 
gregation with  her  face  begrimed  with  coal-dust,  announcing  it  as 
a  pictorial  illustration  of  the  black  pox  which  Heaven  had  com- 
missioned her  to  predict  as  an  approaching  judgment  against  all 
carnal  worshippers.  Some  of  them,  in  rueful  attire,  perambulated 
the  streets,  proclaiming  the  immediate  coming  of  an  angel  with  a 
drawn  ftword  to  plead  with  the  people ;  and  some  attempted  feats 
that  may  seem  to  verify  the  legend  of  Godiva  of  Coventry.  One 
woman,  in  particular,  entered  stark  naked  into  a  church  in  the  mid- 
dle of  Divine  service,  and  desired  the  people  to  take  heed  to  her  as 
a  sign  of  the  times,  and  an  emblem  of  the  unclothed  state  of  their 
own  souls ;  and  her  associates  highly  extolled  her  submission  to  the 
inward  light,  that  had  revealed  to  her  the  duty  of  illustrating  the 
spiritual  nakedness  of  her  neighbours  by  the  indecent  exhibition  of 
her  own  person.  Another  Quakeress  was  arrested  as  she  was  ma- 
king a  similar  display  in  the  streets  of  Salem."* 

If  the  records  of  these  extravagances  were  from  the  pens  of 
writers  opposed  to  the  Quakers  generally,  they  might  well  be  dis- 
credited ;  but  two  authors  of  their  own  sect,  Bishop,  the  writer  of 
a  work  entitled  "  New-England  Judged,"  and  Besse,  the  author  of 
a  work  entitled  '^  Collection  of  the  Suflerings  of  the  People  caUed 
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Quakers,"  relate  amilar  instances,  and  either  defend  or  excuse  them. 
Both  these  writers  mention  the  case  of  Deborah  \Wson,  whom 
they  describe  as  ^  a  modest  woman,  of  retired  life  and  conyersation  ; 
but,  bearing  a  great  burden  for  the  hardness  and  cruelty  of  the  peo» 

Ele,  she  went  through  the  town  of  Salem  naked,  as  a  sdgn,  whicb^ 
aving  in  part  performed,  she  was  laid  hold  on  and  bound  over  to 
appear  at  the  next  court  of  Salem,  where  the  wicked  rulers  sei^ 
tenced  her  to  be  whipped.''  And  Besse  records  the  instance  of 
Lydia  Wardel,  a  Quakeress,  who  "  found  herself  inwardly  prompU 
ea  to  appear  in  a  public  assembly  in  a  very  unusual  manner,  and 
such  as  was  exceeding  hard  and  self-denying  to  her  natural  dUspo- 
sition,  she  being  a  woman  of  exemplary  modesty  in  all  her  behap 
viour.  The  duty  and  concern  she  lay  under  was  that  of  going  into 
the  church  at  Newbury  naked,  as  a  token  of  the  miserable  concU* 
tion  in  which  she  conceived  the  people  to  be.  But  they  (the  peo- 
ple), instead  of  religiously  reflecting  on  their  own  condition,  which 
she  came  in  that  manner  to  represent  to  them,  fell  into  a  rage,  and 
presently  laid  hands  on  her." 

This  is  the  language  in  which  the  Quaker  vnriters  themselves 
speak  of  these  transactions ;  and  one  can  hardly  wonder  that  the 
magistrates  of  the  places  named  should  have  endeavoured  to  put  a 
stop  to  such  proceedings.  Three  Quaker  preachers  had  their  ears 
cut  off,  and  two  were  condemned  to  be  sold  as  slaves  in  the  West 
Indies,  though  the  sentence  was  afterward  commuted  to  banishment 
from  the  colony.  **  Such,"  observes  the  historian,  ^^  was  the  inau- 
q)icious  outset  of  the  Quakers  in  America ;  a  country,"  he  truly 
adds,  ^  where,  a  few  years  after,  under  the  guidance  of  sounder 
judgment  and  wiser  sentiment  and  purpose,  they  were  destined  to 
extend  the  empire  of  piety  and  benevolence,  and  to  found  establish- 
ments  that  have  been  largely  productive  of  happmess  and  virtue." 

In  1658  the  magistrates  of  Massachusetts  succeeded  m  passing  a 
law  through  the  .fl^mbly,  inflicting  the  penalty  of  death  upon  all 
Quakers  who  should  return  from  banishment ;  and  though  it  had 
been  once  rejected,  and  was  only  fmally  carried  by  a  majorihr  of 
one  vote,  it  was  acted  upon  in  the  succeeding  year,  when  four  Qua- 
kers, three  males  and  one  female,  who  had  not  been  guilty  of  any 
of  the  extravagances  named,  but  had  been  banished  from  the  colo- 
ny because  they  were  Quakers,  and  had  ventured  to  return  again, 
were  put  to  death  in  Boston  for  this  offence  alone !  ^  When  they 
were  conducted  to  the  scaffold,"  says  the  historian  of  this  event, 
'^  their  demeanour  evinced  the  most  inflexible  zeal  and  courage, 
and  their  dying  declarations  breathed  in  general  the  most  elevated 
and  affecting  piety." 

The  last  of  these  victims  to  a  bigoted  and  barbarous  law  was  a 
Quaker  named  Leddra ;  and  on  his  trial  it  is  related  that  another 
Quaker,  named  Ofaristison,  who  had  been  banished  for  his  opinions, 
but  had  dared  to  return,  went  boldly  into  the  court  vnth  his  hat  0D> 
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reproached  the  judges  for  their  shedding  of  innocent  bloody  and 
told  them  they  would  never  extirpate  the  sect  by  such  means  as 
these :  ^'  For/'  said  he,  ^'  the  last  man  put  to  death  here  are  five  come 
in  his  room ;  and  if  you  have  power  to  take  away  my  Ufe  from  me, 
God  can  raise  up  the  same  principle  of  life  in  ten  of  his  servants, 
and  send  them  among  you  in  my  room,  so  that  you  may  have  tor- 
ment upon  torment."  The  hopelessness,  therefore,  of  enecting  the 
suppression  of  the  Quakers  by  punishment,  and  the  general  synma« 
thy  of  the  less  bigoted  members  of  the  community  with  the  suffer- 
ers, caused  the  persecution  finally  to  die  away. 

At  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second  in  1660,  the  Assembly 
of  Massachusetts  sent  an  address  to  England  acknowledging  his 
supremacy,  but  in  1661  they  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  decla* 
ration  of  their  rights  to  civil  and  religious  freedom  under  their  own 
provincial  government,  while  the  kmg  issued  a  general  amnesty 
for  all  the  colonists  who  had  taken  part  with  Cromwell  in  the  civil 
war,  and  had  thus  been  legally  guilty  of  treason. 

In  1666  a  large  addition  was  made  to  the  religious  settlers  in 
New-England,  for  in  that  year  a  great  number  of  the  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  England  were  ejected  from  their  ministry  for  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  Act  of  Uniformitv ;  and  these  Nonconformists, 
as  they  were  called,  being  of  precisely  the  same  class  and  charac- 
ter as  the  original  Puritans,  resorted  to  New-England  as  a  place  of 
refuge.  Here  they  kept  up,  by  their  influence  in  society,  the  same 
rigid  spirit  as  that  which  had  hitherto  directed  the  councils  and  in- 
fluenced the  opinions  and  manners  of  its  inhabitants ;  while,  by  the 
fresh  impetus  thus  given  to  the  emigraUon  of  conscientious  laymen, 
a  body  of  men  were  introduced  into  the  country  whose  capital,  in- 
dustry, and  intelligence  contributed  to  add  greatly  to  its  welfare. 

In  the  year  1673,  according  to  a  document  procured  from  the 
Colonial  Office  in  London,  New-England  was  estimated  to  contain 
120,000  souls,  of  whom  16,000  were  capable  of  bearing  arms ;  and 
of  the  merchants  and  planters  there  were  not  fewer  Ihan  5000  per- 
sons, each  of  whom  was  worth  3000/.  sterling.  Three  fourths  of 
the  wealth  and  population  of  New-England  centred  in  Massachu- 
setts and  its  dependencies.  The  town  of  Boston  alone  contained 
at  that  period  1500  families.  Theft  was  rare,  and  beggary  un- 
known ;  and  Josselyn,  who  returned  about  two  years  l^fore  this 
period  from  his  second  visit  to  America,  commends  highly  the 
beauty  and  agreeableness  of  the  towns  and  villages  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut,  and  the  substantial  structure  and  interior 
comfort  of  all  the  private  dwellings. 

In  1660,  some  remarkable  meteors  having  appeared  in  the  air, 
one  of  which  is  described  as  "  resembling  the  form  of  a  spear,  of 
which  the  pomt  was  directed  towards  the  setting  sun,  ahd  which, 
\rith  slow,  majestic  motion,  descended  through  the  upper  regions  of 
the  air,  and  gradually  disappeared  beneath  the  horizon,"  Uie  ma- 


o 


^ 


.   JIBIU&KABLB  SERMON. — SIR  WILUAM  PHIPP8.  807 

gistrates  and  clergy  availed  themselves  of  the  deep  impressioii 
'^¥hich  these  signs  created  to  promote  a  general  reformation  of 
manners  among  the  p^eople.  For  this  purpose  the^  published  a 
catalogue  of  the  principal  vices  of  the  times,  in  which  were  enu- 
merated ^^  a  neglect  of  the  education  of  children,  pride  displayed 
in  the  manner  of  cutting  and  curUn^  the  hair,  excess  of  finery,  im- 
modesty of  apparel,  negligent  carriage  at-  church,  failure  in  due 
respect  to  parents,  profane  swearing,  idleness,  and  frequenting  of 
taverns,  and  a  sordid  eagerness  of  shopkeepers  to  obtain  high  pri- 
ces." One  of  the  sermons  preached  at  an  election  about  this  pe- 
riod, by  a  minister  named  Higginson,  contains  this  remarkable 
1>assage  on  the  avidity  of  gain,  which  was  then  thought  too  preva- 
ent  a  characteristic  of  the  times,  though  it  has  not  much  abated,  if 
at  all,  since :  *'  It  concemeth  New-England,"  says  this  preacher, 
*^  always  to  remember  that  they  are  a  plantation  religious,  and  not 
a  plantation  of  trade.  Let  merchants,  and  such  as  are  increasbe 
cent  per  cent,  remember  this ;  that  worldly  gain  was  not  the  end 
and  design  of  the  people  of  New-England,  out  religion.  And  if 
any  man  among  us  make  religion  as  twelve  and  the  world  as  thir- 
teen, such  a  one  hath  not  the  spirit  of  a  true  New-England  man." 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  men  produced  by  New-Eng- 
land, William  Phipps,  appeared  not  long  after  this,  in  1688.  He 
rose  from  the  humble  condition  of  a  shepherd  to  be  created  a  bar- 
onet, and  to  be  made  governor  of  the  colony  of  which  he  was  a 
native.  His  biographer  states  that  he  followed  the  employment  of 
a  shepherd  at  his  native  place  till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  was  afterward  apprenticed  to  a  ship-carpenter.  When  he  was 
freed  from  his  indentures,  he  pursued  a  seafaring  life,  and  attained 
the  station  of  captain  of  a  merchant-ship.  An  account  whiq^  he 
happened  to  have  read  of  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  vessel  laden  with 
gold  and  silver,  near  the  Bahama  Islands,  about  fifty  years  before, 
inspired  him  with  the  bold  design  of  getting  up  the  buried  treasure 
from  the  sea ;  and,  going  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  obtainmg 
the  requisite  assistance,  he  stated  his  project  so  plausibly,  that  the 
king,  James  the  First,  approved  of  the  design,  and  sent  him,  in 
1683,  with  a  vessel  to  execute  it.  The  first  attempt,  however,  was 
unsuccessful,  and  the  king  was  not  willmg  to  make  a  second.  It 
was  subsequently  taken  up  by  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  who  equip- 
ped a  vessel  ibr  the  purpose,  which  Phipps  commanded ;  and  for- 
tune crownmg  this  second  attempt,  he  recovered  at  least  to  the 
value  of  300,000/.  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  of  which  he  retained 
himself,  by  agreement,  a  sufficient  portion  tcT  enrich  him  for  Ufe,  and 
yet  to  leave  a  very  handsome  residue  for  his  patron  and  friend.  The 
king,  too,  instead  of  being  jealous  of  the  good  fortune  of  his  second 

Eatron,  conceived  a  high  respect  for  Phipps,  conferred  on  him  the 
onour  of  knighthood,  took  him  into  his  favour,  and  even  offered 
him  the  government  of  New-England,  which  Phipps  then  declined. 
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though  he  used  all  his  influence  at  court  to  benefit  the  province. 
In  1691  he  was  appointed  governor,  on  the  nommation  of  the  depA 
uties  from  Massachusetts,  and  by  the  authority  of  William  the  ThiitL 

It  was  remarked  of  him,  however,  says  the  same  authority,  as  it 
had  been  before  remarked  of  Aristides,  that  ^^  he  was  never  visibly 
elated  by  any  mark  of  honour  or  confidence  that  he  received  from 
his  countrymen,"  and  he  was  never  ashamed  to  revert  to  his  ori- 
ginal condition.  An  instance  is  mentioned  in  which,  when  on  board 
one  of  the  ships  of  a  fleet  which  he  commanded,  going  forth  on  a 
military  expedition,  he  called  to  him  some  of  the  young  sailors  and 
soldiers  on  the  deck,  and,  pomting  to  a  particular  spot  on  the  coast 
which  they  were  sailing  by,  he  said  to  Uiem,  ^^  Young  men,  it  was 
upon  that  hill  that  I  kept  sheep  a  few  years  ago ;  you  see  to  what 
advancement  Almighty  God  has  brought  me ;  do  you,  then,  learn 
to  fear  Ood  and  be  honest,  and  you  abo  may  rise  as  I  have  done.'' 

Another  of  the  remarkable  men  of  these  times,  produced  hj 
New-England,  was  Cotton  Mather,  one  of  their  most  eminent  di* 
vmes,  who  was  the  author  of  no  fewer  than  382  separate  works ! 
His  biographers  describe  him  as  ^'  one  of  the  most  remarkable  econ- 
omists of  time,  being  at  once  the  most  popular  and  voluminous 
writer  of  the  day,  and  yet,  withal,  the  most  zealous  and  active 
minister  of  his  age."  Above  his  study-door  was  inscribed  this  im* 
pressive  admonition  to  his  visiters,  "  Be  short ;"  and  among  his 
manuscripts  was  a  theological  work  which  he  had  prepared  for 

f)ublication,  and  of  which  they  say,  "it  contamed  enough  constant- 
y  to  employ  a  man,  unless  he  were  a  miracle  of  diligence,  the  hal£ 
of  the  threescore  years  and  ten  allotted  to  us  as  the  term  of  life." 
One  of  his  382  published  works  (of  which  a  full  catalogue  is  pre- 
served) was  entitled  "  Essays  to  do  Good,"  the  object  of  which 
was  to  show  the  abundant  opportunities  which  present  themselves 
to  men  of  every  rank  and  condition  to  promote  the  glory  of  Grod 
and  the  good  of  mankind ;  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  himself  a 
native  of  Boston,  declared,  in  his  printed  works,  published  at  the 
close  of  his  active  and  useful  life,  "  that  all  the  good  he  had  ever 
done  to  his  country  or  his  fellow-creatures  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
impressions  made  on  his  mind  by  perusing  these  '  Essays  to  do 
Good'  by  Cotton  Mather,  in  his  early  youth." 

From  such  a  combination  of  peculiarities  as  those  enumerated, 
influenced  again  by  events  and  circumstances  arising  in  the  course 
of  years,  and  from  such  remarkable  men  as  those  described,  the  in- 
stitutions and  character  of  the  people  of  New-England  have  de- 
rived most  of  their  excellences  and  defects.  The  former,  however, 
have  always  prevaUed  to  a  very  great  degree,  and  still  happily  con- 
tinue in  the  ascendant  But  as  the  main  object  of  this  brief  sketch 
of  the  early  history  of  Massachusetts,  bringing  it  up  to  the  begin- 
nmg  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was  to  render  more  intelligible  the 
description  hereafter  to  be  given  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
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cities,' towns,  and  people  of  this  state,  with  their  manners,  customs^ 
and  character,  it  may  oe  well^to  follow  this  up  by  a  summary  \dew 
of  the  effects  produced  by  the  causes  already  enumerated 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Prorision  made  for  Ed!ication.>-StatiBtica  and  State  of  Manners  in  Boston.— Gradaal 
Preparation  of  the  Colony  for  Self-government.— First  Outrage  on  their  Liberties.— 
Impressment  of  Seamen  at  Boston. — Successful  Resistance  by  the  Population. — Sec- 
ond Infringement  of  their  Liberties.— The  Stamp  Act.— Reoresentatives  from  Amer- 
ica proposed  by  the  Historian  Oldmixon.— Representation  aavocated  by  Adam  Smith 
and  Franlilin.— Eloquent  Speech  of  Colonel  6arr6  in  the  British  House  of  Commons. 
— Plantine  of  the  Tree  of  Liberty.— Demolition  of  the  Stamp  Office.— Public  Joor- 
nals  eatablished,  and  Sermons  preached  against  the  Stamp  Act.— Resistance  of  Amer- 
ica applauded  by  Pitt  and  Camden  in  England.— Stamp  Act  finally  repealed.- Third 
Invasion  of  Rights. — Project  for  taxing  the  Colonies.— Bill  for  imposing  Duties  oq 
Tea.— Independence  of  America  proposed  by  Tucker,  Dean  of  Gloucester.— Charac- 
terized by  Edmund  Burke  as  a  "  childish  Scheme.**— Admitted  bv  George  III.  to  be 
a  wise  one.— Outbreak  at  Boston. — Seiiure  of  the  Tea,  and  its  Destruction.- First 
Congress  formed. — Stirring  Appeal  of  Patrick  Henry.— First  Blood  shed  at  Lexing- 
ton.— Battle  of  Bunker  HuL— insullation  of  General  Washington.— Last  Act  of  the 
political  Drama.T-Declaration  of  American  Independence. 

Though  New-Ensland  might  be  considered  as  yet  m  a  state  of 
pditical  infancy,  it  had  passed  through  a  great  variety  of  fortunes. 
It  had  been  the  adopted  country  of  many  of  the  most  exceUent  men 
of  the  age  in  which  its  colonization  began,  and  the  native  land  of 
others  who  had  inherited  the  character  of  their  ancestors,  and  trans- 
mitted it  in  unimpaired  vigour  and  with  added  renown.  The  his* 
tory  of  man  never  exhibited  an  effort  of  more  resolute  and  ealpr- 
prising  virtue  than  the  original  migration  of  the  Puritans  to  fliis 
distant  and  then  desolate  region ;  nor  have  the  annals  of  coloniza- 
tion ever  supplied  another  instance  of  the  foundation  of  a  common- 
wealth, and  its  advancement,  through  a  period  of  weakness  and 
daneer,  to  strength  and  security,  in  which  the  principal  actors  have 
left  oehind  them  a  reputation  more  illustrious  and  more  unsullied, 
with  fewer  memorials  calculated  to  pervert  the  moral  sense  or  awa- 
ken the  regrets  of  mankind. 

The  chief,  if  not  the  only  fault,  with  which  impartial  history 
must  ever  reproach  the  conduct  of  these  people,  is  the  religious  in- 
tolerance that  they  cherished,  and  the  persecution  which,  on  too 
many  occasions,  it  prompted  them  to  inflict  On  the  other  hand, 
institutions  for  the  education  of  youth  were  coeval  with  the  first 
foundation  of  the  provincial  community,  and  were  propagated  with 
every  accession  to  the  number  of  the  population,  and  with  every 
extension  of  their  territory.  Every  town  containing  fifty  house- 
holders was  obliged  b^  law  to  maintain  a  schoolmaster  qualified  to 
teach  reading  and  writing,  and  every  town  containing  100  bouse- 
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holders  was  compelled  to  maintain  a  grammaivschool.  In  addition 
to  tfais  provision  for  the  education  of  the  less  affluent  classes  of  the 
community,  institutions  for  the  more  perfect  education  of  those 
who  were  devoted  to  learned  pursuits  sprang  up  on  every  side. 
Of  these  it  is  enough  to  mention  Harvard  College,  now  formmg  the 
University  of  Cambridge  in  Massachusetts,  and  New-Haven  and 
Yale  College  in  Connecticut,  which  were  in  such  repute,  even  at 
this  early  period,  more  than  a  century  ago,  that  many  families  in 
Great  Britain  sent  their  children  out  to  these  colleges  for  the  ex- 
cellent education  they  afforded. 

At  this  period  Boston  contained  a  population  of  10,000,  and 
in  1720  its  inhabitants  amounted  to  20,000.  Ship-building  was 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  here,  and  the  commerce  was  enlarging 
itself  every  year.  linen  manufactures,  by  Irish  hands,  were  estab- 
lished in  New-England,  and  others  followed  in  other  branches  of 
industry ;  while  the  feeling  of  veneration  and  respect  for  England 
was  so  great  in  all  classes,  that,  notwithstanding  the  harsh  treat- 
ment they  had  so  often  met  with  at  royal  hands,  they  constantly 
spoke  of  England  as  their  '' mother  country"  or  their  ^^home." 
The  standard  of  public  and  private  morals  was  at  this  time  also 
very  high.  Sobriety  and  industry  pervaded  all  classes  of  the  in- 
habitants. The  laws  against  immoralities  of  every  description  were 
extremely  strict  and  most  rigidly  executed ;  whue  the  nilers,  cor- 
dially supported  by  public  opinion,  were  enabled  to  render  every 
vicious  and  profligate  excess  alike  dangerous  and  discreditable  to 
the  perpetrator.  Beggars  were  wholly  unknown ;  and  Trumbull, 
a  writer  of  unquestioned  veracity,  declares  that,  during  a  residence 
of  seven  years  in  Massachusetts,  he  had  never  heard  a  profane  oath, 
or  witnessed  a  single  instance  of  drunkenness. 

Labour  was  at  the  same  time  so  well  paid,  land  was  so  cheap, 
and  the  elective  franchise  was  so  widely  extended,  that  every  in- 
dustrious man  might  acquire  a  stake  in  the  soil  and  a  voice  in  the 
civil  administration  of  the  country.  The  general  diffusion  of  edu- 
cation caused  the  national  advantages,  which  were  vigorously  im- 
proved, to  be  justly  appreciated ;  and  a  steady  and  ardent  patriot- 
ism knit  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  each  other  and  to  their  coun- 
try. The  taxation  of  the  settlers  was  extremely  light  and  perfect- 
ly just,  because  founded  only  on  assessments  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  each  man's  property.  Justice  was  accessible  to  all  classes, 
from  being  unburdened  with  heavy  costs  and  fees ;  the  busmess  of 
government  was  so  cheaply  and  yet  efficiently  conducted,  that  the 
whole  annual  expense  of  the  public  institutions  of  Connecticut  did 
not  exceed  £800  sterling  per  annum,  which  was  less  than  the  sal- 
ary of  a  single  royal  governor ;  and  the  pubUc  respect  for  distin- 
guished patriots  was  constantly  manifestel  by  the  admiration  by 
which  they  were  surrounded  while  Uving,  and  the  honours  paid  to 
their  memory  when  dead. 
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It  can  hardly  be  wondered  at  that  such  a  colony  as  this  should 
soon  attain  to  a  capacity  for  self-government,  bdependently  of  any 
foreign  aid ;  and  that  the  consciousness  of  its  capacity  should  grow 
up  in  the  minds  of  all  men,  as  time  and  experience  developed  to 
their  observation  the  grounck  on  which  their  claim  to  independence 
might  be  fairly  and  justly  asserted.  Accordingly,  as  the  province 
increased  in  wealth,  population,  intelligence,  and  enterprise,  its  in- 
habitants became  more  and  more  sensitive  to  any  invasion  of  what 
they  deemed  their  just  rights  and  privileges.  An  occasion  arose  in 
which  this  feeling  was  put  to  the  test,  and  which  may,  perhaps,  be 
Regarded  as  the  m^  distinct  link  in  the  great  chain  of  events,  which 
^  subsequently  led  to  their  throwing  off,  at  once  and  forever,  all  ail- 
^P  "^  legiance  to  England,  and  asserting  the  political  independence  which 
they  so  bravely  maintained  and  have  so  long  happily  enjoyed; 
The  occasion  of  that  outrage  of  the  English  and  resistance  of  the 
New-Englanders  is  thus  narrated  : 

A  squadron  of  British  ships,  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Knowles,  was  stationed  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts  in  1747,  for 
the  general  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  colonvy  and,  having  lost 
many  of  their  seamen  by  desertion,  the  commoaore  resorted  to  the 
English  method  of  impressment  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  their 
places.  The  town  of  Boston  was  the  scene  of  this  operation ;  and 
the  boats  of  the  squadron  being  sent  on  shore  at  daylight,  before 
any  one  was  aware  of  the  proposed  visit,  the  press-gangs  not  only 
leized  all  the  seamen  that  were  on  board  the  merchant  ships  lying 
in  the  harbour,  but  swept  the  wharves  also  of  all  the  workmen 
they  could  find  who  were  likely  to  be  made  useful  in  any  way  on 
board  the  ships-of-war.  This  was  an  outrage  which  the  free  spir« 
it  of  the  New-Englanders  was  determined  not  to  brook,  although 
the  Old-Englanders  had  submitted,  without  resistance,  to  the  fre- 
quent perpetration  of  similar  outrages  by  the  press-gangs  that  range 
the  Thames,  and  sweep  the  streets  of  Liverpool,  Bristol,  PortsmouUi, 
and  Plymouth,  when  men  are  wanted  for  the  navy  of  Great  Brit- 
am,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  national  theatres  are  echoing  the 
well-known  line, 

**  For  Britona  nerer  will  be  sUvet." 

The  popular  indignation  excited  at  Boston  by  this  outrage  per- 
vaded all  classes ;  and  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  arming  them- 
selves without  delay,  repaired  to  the  government-house,  at  which 
some  of  the  English  naval  officers  were  then  staying,  to  demand 
redress.  The  English  officers  armed  themselves  with  carbines  for 
defence,  and,  but  for  the  intervention  of  the  governor  and  some  of 
the  most  influential  citizens  to  stay  the  popular  fury,  blood  must 
have  been  shed.  The  firmness  of  the  people  in  demanding  redress 
was,  however,  not  to  be  shaken,  and  they  persevered  until  they  ob- 
tained the  release  of  their  fellow-citizens  who  were  impressed.  So 
effectual  was  this  resistance,  that  Commodore  Knowles  was  obliged 
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to  leave  the  siatioD  with  his  squadron,  and  the  provincial  auihori- 
ties  did  not  dare  to  inflict  any  punishment  on  those  who  had  led 
the  populace  in  their  just  demand  for  retribution. 

In  the  following  year,  1748,  the  first  project  was  entertained  by 
the  British  cabinet  of  taxing  the  American  colonies  generally  for 
the  support  of  the  British  government ;  and  this,  though  frequently 
talked  of,  put  aside,  and  a^ain  renewed,  was  at  lengu  determined 
on,  when,  in  1764,  the  British  ministry  proposed  to  introduce  the 
Stamp  Act  into  America.  It  was  in  vain  the  people  remonstra- 
ted against  this,  by  declaring  that ''  the  taxation  of  the  colonies  by 
a  parliament  in  which  they  are  not  represented  would  necessarily 
establbh  this  melancholy  truth,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  j^^ 
are  the  slaves  of  the  Britons  from  whom  they  are  descended."  ^9v 
Some  thought,  indeed,  that  the  differences  between  the  mother^  ^^^ 
country  and  the  colonies  would  best  be  settled  by  the  latter  being 
directly  represented  by  members  of  their  own  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  an  opinion  first  suggested  by  the  historian  Oldnuxon, 
and  subsequently  maintained  by  the  high  authorities  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Adam  Smith,  the  author  of  the  *'  Wealth  of  Nations," 
as.  well  as  by  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  American  writers  of 
the  day,  James  Otis,  the  author  of  some  of  the  most  spirited  re* 
monstrances  against  British  encroachment  on  colonial  privileges ; 
but  this  plan  never  found  sufficient  favour  with  the  general  public 
in  either  country  to  be  pressed  for  adoption. 

In  1765  the  project  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  debated  in  Parliament, 
and  on  this  occasion  the  first  great  display  was  made  of  the  antag* 
onist  principles  by  which  the  oppressors  and  firiends  of  the  Amer-> 
ican  colonies  regulated  their  respective  conduct  These  are  at 
once  so  concisely  and  so  clearly  exhibited,  in  a  short  passage  of 
the  history  of  those  times,  that  it  cannot  be  put  in  a  briefer  com* 
pass  or  more  striking  light  than  by  transcribing  the  passage  entire. 

^'  One  of  the  earliest  measures  that  was  proposed  in  this  sesnon 
of  Parliament  (1765)  was  Grenville's  bill  for  imposing  a  stamps 
duty  on  the  American  colonies.  On  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  it 
was  opposed  as  an  unjust  and  oppressive  measure  by  Colonel  Bar- 
re,  an  officer  who  had  served  with  the  British  army  in  America, 
and  who  was  highly  distinguished  as  an  eloquent  and  zealous  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  of  liberty.  Charles  Townsend,  another 
member  of  the  House,  who  afterward  succeeded  to  the  office  of 
Grenville,  supported  the  bill  with  much  warmth,  and  after  severe- 
ly  reprobating  the  animadversions  which  it  had  received  from  Col- 
onel Barre,  concluded  his  speech  by  indignantiy  demanding,  ^  And 
now,  will  these  Americans,  children  planted  by  our  care,  nouridi- 
ed  by  our  indulgence  until  they  are  grown  up  to  a  high  degree  of 
strength  a^d  opulence,  and  protected  by  our  arms,  mil  they  grudge 
to  contribute  their  mite  to  relieve  us  from  the  heavy  weight  of  that 
burden  which  we  lie  under  V 
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^  Barr6,  in  an  explanatory  speech,  after  repelling  the  censure 
that  had  been  personally  addressed  to  himself,  thus  forcibly  replied 
to  the  concluding  expressions  of  Townsend :  '  '^  They  planted  by 
your  care !"  No !  your  oppressions  planted  them  in  America. 
They  fled  from  your  tyranny  to  a  then  uncultivated  and  inhospita- 
ble country,  where  they  exposed  themselves  to  almost  all  the  hard- 
ships to  which  human  nature  is  liable,  and,  amone  others,  to  the 
cruelty  of  a  savage  foe,  the  most  subtle,  and,  I  will  take  upon  me 
to  say,  the  most  formidable  of  any  people  upon  the  face  of  God's 
earth ;  and  yet,  actuated  by  principles  of  true  English  liberty,  Xhev 
preferred  all  hardships  to  those  which  they  had  endured  in  their 
own  country  from  the  hands  of  men  who  should  have  been  their 
friends.  **  They  nourished  by  your  indulgence !"  No !  They 
grew  by  your  neglect  of  them.  As  soon  as  you  began  to  care 
about  them,  that  care  was  exercised  in  sending  persons  to  rule 
them  in  one  department  and  another,  who  were  perhaps  the  depu- 
ties of  deputies  to  some  members  of  this  House,  sent  to  spy  out 
their  hberties,  to  misrepresent  their  actions,  and  to  prey  upon  them : 
men,  whose  behaviour  on  many  occasions  has  caused  the  blood 
of  those  '^  sons  of  liberty^'  to  recoil  within  them  :  men,  promoted 
to  the  highest  seats  of  justice,  some  of  whom,  to  my  knowledge, 
were  glad,  by  going  to  a  foreign  country,  to  escape  being  brought 
to  the  bar  of  a  court  of  justice  in  their  own.  "  They  protected  by 
your  arms !"  No !  They  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in  your  de- 
fence, and  have  exerted  a  valour,  amid  their  constant  and  labori- 
ous industry,  for  the  defence  oi  a  countir  whose  frontier  was 
drenched  in  blood,  while  its  interior  part  yielded  all  their  little  sa- 
vings to  their  emolument  And  believe  me — ^remember,  I  this 
BAT  TOLD  Tou  SO — that  the  same  spirit  of  freedom  which  actuated 
that  people  at  first,  vrill  accompany  them  stilL  But  prudence  for- 
Uds  me  to  explain  myself  farther.  God  knows  I  do  not  at  this 
time  speak  from  motives  of  party  spirit ;  what  I  deliver  are  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  my  heart.  However  superior  to  me  in  gen- 
eral knowledge  and  expotience  the  respectable  body  of  this  House 
may  be,  yet  I  claim  to  know  more  of  America  than  most  of  you, 
having  seen  and  been  conversant  with  that  country.  The  people, 
I  believe,  are  as  truly  loyal  as  any  subjects  the  king  has ;  but  Uiey 
are  a  people  jealous  of  tneir  liberties,  and  they  toiU  mndicate  those 
liberties  if  ever  they  should  be  violated !'  "* 

Thouch  this  just  and  forcible  speech  had  not  sufficient  influence 
on  the  British  House  of  Commons  to  arrest  the  fiital  measure  in  its 
progress — ^for  it  passed  by  a  majority  of  250  against  fifty  in  the 
Lower  House,  went  wholly  unopposed,  and  even  unobserved  upon, 
through  the  Upper  House,  and  immediately  received  the  royal  as- 
sent— ^yet  its  republication  in  America  added  fresh  fuel  to  the  flame 
already  lighted  up  there ;  and  the  patriots  of  this  country  approi»i- 

«  Graham*!  Hii(.  of  the  Unitwl  Statat,  toL  v^  p.  198. 
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ated  to  themselves  the  animating  title  of  the  **  Sons  of  Liberty," 
by  which  Colonel  Barre  had  designated  them  in  the  Parliament  of 
the  mother-country;  Patrick  Henry  arose  like  a  brilliant  star  in 
Virdnia,  the  light  of  ^^hich  spread  rapidly  over  all  the  surrounding 
region. 

In  Boston,  the  tree  of  liberty  was  planted  in  the  main  street,  the 
effigies  of  the  promoters  of  the  Stamp  Act  were  exhibited  to  pub- 
Kc  scorn,  and  the  stamp-office,  just  erected,  was  levelled  to  the 
ground.  Sermons  were  preached  from  the  pulpit  from  the  words 
"  I  would  they  were  even  cut  off  which  trouble  you.'*  A  public 
journal  was  established,  having  for  its  device  or  headpiece  a  snake 
cut  into  several  pieces,  each  marked  with  the  name  of  one  of  the  ^^ 
American  provinces,  and  the  whole  surmounted  with  the  motto,  J/f 
"  Join  or  Die."  Another  gazette  was  issued,  with  the  motto  "  Voir  « ' 
populi,  vox  Dei !"  and  underneath  it  the  text,  "  Where  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  Liberty."  The  Stamp  Act  was  reprinted 
and  proclaimed  in  the  public  streets,  under  the  title  of  "  The  folly 
of  England  and  ruin  of  America ;"  and  when  the  first  ships 
from  England  arrived,  bringing  with  them  the  stamped  papers  that 
were  to  be  used  in  the  colonies,  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbours 
hoisted  their  colours  half-mast  high ;  a  melancholy  peal  was  tolled 
from  the  muffled  bells  of  the  churches ;  and  before  the  arrival  of 
the  day  on  which  the  use  of  the  stamps  was  to  commence,  such 
was  the  universal  Mnpopularity  of  the  measure,  that  every  individ- 
ual who  had  received  the  government  appointment  of  stamp  dis- 
tributer in  the  country  Viad  resigned  his  office,  from  fear  of  popular 
ftinr. 

This  resistance  of  the  colony  to  the  authority  of  the  mother- 
country  excited,  of  course,  th^  liveliest  interest  at  home ;  and  in 
the  debates  in  the  British  Parliament,  the  speeches  of  the  first  Wil- 
Kam  Pitt  (afterward  Earl  of  Chath«im),  and  of  Lord  Camden,  ex- 
cited great  attention.  Pitt  said,  "  &\r,  I  rejoice  that  America  has 
resisted.  Three  millions  of  people,  so  dead  to  all  the  principles  of 
liberty  as  voluntarily  to  submit  to  be  slaves,  would  have  been  fit 
instruments  to  make  slaves  of  all  the  rest;"  and  Lord  Camden 
said,  "  I  will  repeat  it,  and  will  maintain  it  to  my  last  hour,  that 
taxation  and  representation  are  inseparable ;  and  whoever  attempts 
to  take  a  man's  property  from  him  without  his  consent,  commits  a 
robbery."  The  Stamp  Act  was  accordingly  repealed,  and  the  inde- 
pendent resisters  of  oppression  in  America  a  second  time  triumphed 
over  their  oppressors  in  England. 

As  nations  never  profit  by  experience,  however,  the  British  gov- 
ernment, instead  of  avoiding  the  rock  on  which  it  had  already 
twice  split,  rushed  on  it  a  third  time,  and  was  wrecked,  as  far,  at 
least,  as  the  entire  annihilation  of  its  power  and  authority  in  these 
colonies  can  be  designated  by  that  catastrophe.  In  1767  the  same 
blind  and  obstinate  spirit  that  projected  the  Stamp  Act,  devised  the 
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plan  of  taxing  the  articles  of  glass,  lead,  colours,  paper,  and  tea, 
imported  into  America.  A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in  by 
Townsend,  then  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  authorizing  the  kinff,  ' 
by  sign-manual,  to  establish  a  civil  list,  to  an  indefinite  extent,  in 
every  province  in  North  America,  with  salaries,  pensions,  and  ap- 
pointments to  an  unlimited  amount;  and  the  bill  provided,  that 
after  the  liquidation  of  the  civil  list,  die  residue  of  the  revenue  de> 
rived  from  these  duties  on  the  newly-taxed  articles  named  should 
abide  the  disposal  of  the  British  Parliament 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  two  members  only  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  soon  became  law.  It  is  remarkable  that,  after  the 
experience  of  the  past,  there  should  have  been  only  one  English* 
znan  who  at  that  period  lifted  up  his  voice  in  favour  of  the  only 
true  remedy  for  these  disputes,  namely,  the  peaceful  separation  of 
the  two  countries,  and  that  that  one  person  should  be  a  dignitary 
of  the  Established  Church,  Dr.  Josiah  Tucker,  then  Dean  of  Glou- 
cester, who  in  1771  published  a  pamphlet,  in  which  he  openly  rec- 
ommended an  immediate  separation  of  the  two  countries,  and  a 
formal  recognition  by  England  of  the  American  States.  The 
principle  on  which  he  founded  this  recommendation  was  this,  that 
**  when  colonies  have  reached  such  a  degree  of  wealth  and  popu- 
lation as  to  be  able  to  support  themselves,  the  authority  of  the  pa- 
rent state  whence  they  emanated  must  necessarily  be  trivial  and 
precarious ;  and  that,  consequently,  in  all  cases  of  this  kind,  it  is 
the  dictate  of  prudence  and  sound  policy  that  the  parties,  instead 
of  waiting  to  be  separated  by  emergent  quarrel  and  strife,  should 
dissolve  their  connexion  by  mutual  consent." 

Yet  this  sound  principle  and  this  excellent  advice  were  equally 
repudiated  and  disregarded  by  all  parties,  and  their  wise  and  be- 
nevolent promulgator  reQ;arded  as  a  "  visionary ;"  the  common  fate 
of  men  in  advance  of  their  time.  Even  Edmund  Burke  charac- 
terized this  proposal  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  ^'childish 
scheme."  But  Watkins,  in  his  life  of  the  Duke  of  York,  states 
that,  ''  (i/ier  the  independence  of  America  had  been  irrevocably 
conceded  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  George  the  Third,  meeting  Dean 
Tucker  at  Gloucester,  said  to  him, '  Mr.  Dean,  you  were  in  the  right| 
and  we  were  all  in  the  wron^.'  And  yet,  at  the  present  hour, 
when  the  same  principles  are  advocated  and  the  same  advice  given, 
respecting  the  Canadas  and  the  other  British  colonies  that  yet  re- 
main, it  is  sneered  at  with  the  most  contemptuous  disdain,  and  the 
utterers  of  such  counsel  are  characterized  eitbfr  as  ^  visionary  en- 
thusiasts," or  as  treasonable  enemies  to  British  interests.  So  entire- 
ly does  the  experience  of  the  past  seem  to  be  thrown  away  upon 
tnose  who  rule  the  destinies  of  nations. 

At  length  the  crisis  arrived  in  which  the  last  act  of  resistance 
was  to  be  performed  preparatory  to  the  great  revolution  which  was 
to  set  them  finee.    In  1773,  a  large  quantity  of  tea  was  sent  to  the 
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principal  ports  of  America  by  the  East  India  Companyy  to  test  tibis 
expenment  of  making  the  Americans  consume  articles  taxed  in 
England,  and  thus  contribute  to  swell  the  revenues  of  the  mother- 
country.  At  New-York  and  Philadelphia  the  people  forced  the 
ships  to  return  to  England  with  their  cargoes  untouched.  At 
Charleston  the  tea  was  landed  and  placed  in  warehouses,  where  it 
was  suffered  to  perish.  At  Rhode  Island  an  association  of  women 
was  formed,  to  abstain  from,  and  discourage  the  use  of,  tea  alto- 
gether.  And  at  Boston  the  cargoes  were  seized  by  the  populace 
and  thrown  into  the  sea. 

From  this  moment  the  flame  began  to  gather  such  strength,  and 
to  spread  so  far  and  wide  over  every  part  of  the  country,  that  all 
hope  of  extinguishing  it  seemed  Vain.    In  1774  a  general  Con- 

fress  was  formed  oi  delegates  from  all  the  American  States, 
own-meetings  were  also  held  in  every  place  of  importance;  and 
the  Suffolk  resolutions,  passed  in  the  town  of  Boston,  declared  ^  that 
no  obedience  is  due  from  this  province  to  either  or  any  part  of  the 
recent  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  but  that  they  should  be  re- 
jected as  the  attempts  of  a  wicked  administration  to  enslave  Amer- 
ica." The  first  American  Congress  met  on  the  fifth  of  September, 
1774,  and  Randolph,  Patrick  Henry,  Lee,  Hancock,  Livingston, 
Jay,  and  Washington  were  among  its  most  distinguished  members. 
The  number  of  the  members  was  55,  and  the  free  population  which 
ihey  collectively  represented  amounted  to  upward  of  three  mill- 
ions of  people.  Of  the  character  of  their  proceedings  some  estimate 
may  be  formed  by  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham,  who  said  ^that, 
notwithstanding  his  ardent  admiration  of  the  free  states  of  antiqui- 
ty, the  master-spirits  of  the  world,  he  was  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edge that,  in  solidity  of  reasoning,  force  of  sagacity,  and  wisdom  of 
conduct,  the  American  Congress  was  second  to  no  human  assembly 
of  which  history  has  preserved  the  memorial." 

In  1775  the  necessity  of  appeal  to  arras  was  universally  appa- 
rent, and  the  eloquent  speech  of  Patrick  Henry  was  re-echoed  from 
every  tongue  in  the  land.  "  There  is  no  longer  any  room  for  hope,'* 
he  said ;  '^  an  appeal  to  arms,  and  to  the  God  of  Hosts,  is  all  that 
18  left  us.  They  tell  us  that  we  are  weak,  and  unable  to  cope  with 
80  formidable  an  enemy.  But  when  shall  we  be  stronger  ?  Will 
it  be  when  our  supineness  shall  have  enabled  our  enemies  to  bind 
U8  hand  and  foot  1  Sir,  we  are  not  weak  if  we  make  use  of  those 
means  which  the  Gkxl  of  nature  has  placed  in  our  power ;  three 
millions  of  people,  armed  in  the  holy  cause  of  liberty,  and  in  such  a 
country  as  ours,  are  invincible  by  any  force  which  an  enemy  can 
send  against  us.  Nor  shall  we  fight  our  battles  alone.  That  Ood 
which  presides  over  the  destinies  of  nations  will  raise  up  friends  to 
aid  us.  The  battle  is  not  to  the  strong  alone,  but  to  the  vigilant, 
the  active,  and  the  brave.  Besides,  we  have  no  longer  a  choice. 
If  we  were  base  enough  to  desire  it^  it  is  now  too  late  to  retire  fironi 
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the  contest  There  is  no  retreat  but  in  submisaon  and  slavery. 
Our  chains  are  forgecL  Their  clanking  may  be  heard  on  the  plains 
of  Boston.  The  war  is  inevitable ;  and  let  it  come !  Gentlemen 
may  ciy  peace,  peace,  but  there  is  no  peace.  The  war  is  actually 
b^nf" 

This  was  said  on  the  23d  of  March,  and  on  the  19th  of  the  fol« 
lowing  month,  April,  the  first  blood  was  shed,  in  the  affair  of  Lex* 
inffton,  in  Massachusetts,  eleven  miles  northwest  of  Boston,  by  the 
Bntish  troops  firing  on  the  Americans,  and  thus  becoming  the  first 
aggressors.  The  intelligence  of  this  attack  spread  like  lightning 
through  the  country;  and  old  men  and  young,  as  well 'as  middle- 
aged,  of  all  ranks  and  classes,  flew  to  arms ;  while  the  mothers, 
wives,  and  sisters  of  those  who  went  forth  to  battle  enjoined  their 
sons,  their  husbands,  and  their  brothers  "  to  behave  hke  men,  or  , 

never  to  return;"  20,000  men  were  soon  collected  to  keep  the  1 

British  troops  locked  up  in  the  peninsula  of  Boston.  The  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  was  fought ;  the  second  American  Congress  was  as- 
sembled ;  General  Washington  was  elected  commander-in-chief  of 
the  forces ;  the  female  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bristol,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, raised  and  equipped  a  regiment  at  their  own  expense. 
Funds,  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions  were  liberally  raised  and 
accumulated.  Judges  on  the  bench  gave  utterance  to  their  fipel- 
ings  in  passages  like  the  following,  in  their  charges  to  the  grand 
juries :  "  The  Almighty  created  America  to  be  independent  of 
Great  Britain.  Let  us  beware  of  the  impiety  of  being  backward 
to  act  as  instruments  in  the  Almighty  hand,  now  extended  to  ao 
complish  his  purpose." 

Lafayette  of  France,  and  Kosciusko  of  Poland,  joined  the  Amer- 
ican army,  which,  while  it  had  Washington  at  its  head,  had  also 
such  men  as  Reed  of  Pennsylvania,  who  had  declined  a  most  lu- 
crative practice  as  a  barrister  to  become  a  volunteer  in  one  of  the 
regiments  of  Massachusetts  amon^  its  privates ;  and  who,  when  be 
afterward  rose,  by  his  skill  and  valour,  to  be  adjutant-general  of  the 
army,  and  was  sought  to  be  detached  from  his  country's  cause  by 
the  offer  of  riches  and  honours  made  him  by  the  agents  of  Britain, 
replied,  '^  I  am  not  worth  purchasing ;  but,  such  as  I  am,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  is  not  rich  enough  to  buy  me." 

The  last  act  of  this  great  political  drama  was  the  Declaration  of 
American  Independence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1776,  an  act  that 
will  be  revered  and  honoured  to  the  latest  periods  of  time,  as  long 
as  the  English  language  shall  be  understood  cor  the  memory  of  thif 
great  revolution  shall  endure ;  and  from  this  period  the  birth  of 
American  liberty,  the  commencement  of  its  rapid  career  of  pros- 
perity, may  also  be  dated.  The  result  of  this  career  has  been  al- 
ready shown,  by  the  description  given  in  former  sections  of  this 
work  of  the  progress  made  by  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  New-Jer-  ■ 
sey,  Maryland,  and  the  cities  of  these  respective  states  already  vis- 
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Ued ;  and  it  will  be  well  to  show  the  effects  produced  by  the  same 
course  in  the  increased  wealth,population,inteIligence9and  general 
prosperity  of  Massachusetts.  But  it  was  thought  best  to  precede 
this  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the  leading  characters  of  its  inhabitants, 
in  order  to  show  how  such  events  would  be  likely  to  influence  the 
institutions  to  which  they  gave  rise,  and  how  the  examples  of  such 
characters  would  be  likely  to  mould  and  form  those  of  their  pos- 
terity ;  and,  this  having  been  done,  a  description  of  the  present  state 
of  Massachusetts,  its  resources,  cities,  ports,  population,  and  instita« 
tions,  will  more  appropriately  follow. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Dencription  of  the  State  of  Maa8achu8ett8.'Eztent  of  Area,  Soil,  Climate,  and  Prodne- 
tiona. — Manufactures.— Shipping  and  Commerce. — Colleges  and  Academies  for  higher 
JSducalion.— Public  Schools. — i^tatistics  and  Kevenne. — Keligious  Establishmenttj^ 
Sects  and  Churches. — Legislature  of  Massachusetts.— Governor. — Number  of  Mem- 
bers in  each  House.— Qualifications  of  Voters.— Scale  of  Taxation. — Principal  Cities, 
Ports,  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts. — Progressive  increase  of  Population  from  1700 
to  1837. — Analysis  of  Males  snd  Females.- White  and  Coloured.— Earl^r  attempt  of 
N#w.£nglanders  to  abolish  Slavery.— Opposition  to  this  made  by  the  British  Goreni- 
ment.— Annals  of  Boston  from  1621  to  1832. 

Massachusetts  is  so  called  from  the  name  of  the  Indian  tribe  by 
which  it  was  peopled  when  the  first  European  settlers  landed  on 
its  shores.  It  is  one  of  the  earliest  in  its  foundation,  and,  from  the 
industry,  intelligence,  and  opulence  of  its  inhabitants,  it  is  also  one 
of  the  most  powerful  in  its  influence  among  all  the  states  of  the 
Union.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  New-Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont, on  the  south  by  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  on  the  east 
by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  on  the  west  by  the  State  of  New-York. 
Its  average  length  from  east  to  west  is  140  miles,  and  its  breadth 
from  north  to  south  70  miles.  Its  area,  therefore,  contains  about 
"  8500  square  miles,  or  5,440,000  acres.  It  is  called,  for  distincticxi, 
"  The  Bay  State,"  from  the  fine  Bay  of  Massachusetts,  lying  be- 
tween Cape  Cod  on  the  west  and  Cape  Ann  on  the  east,  within 
which  Salem,  Marblehead,  Boston,  and  its  surrounding  ports  are 
situated. 

Its  territory  presents  three  distinct  belts  from  east  to  west,  of 
which  that  nearest  the  sea  is  a  marine  deposite,  not  much  elevated 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  sandy  and  not  very  fertile.  The 
second  belt  is  a  hilly  tract,  which  is  mostly  of  granite  rock,  with  a 
scanty  soil,  succeeding  abruptly  to  the  more  level  plains  near  the 
sea.  The  third  belt  is  more  beautiful  and  more  productive,  inclu- 
ding part  of  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and  the  mountam- 
ous  and  fertile  tract  of  Berkshirei  up  to  the  western  eatt^mty  of  the 
state. 
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The  scnl  is  extremely  varied,  from  sandy  and  almost  barren  tracts 
to  spots  of  the  greatest  fertility ;  every  part  of  the  state  is  well 
watered  by  rivers  and  smaller  streams,  and  in  no  part  of  the  United 
States  is  agriculture  better  understood,  or  its  processes  and  opera- 
tions more  skilfully  performed.  The  smallest  farms  contain  at  least 
100  acres,  and  the  largest  do  not  exceed  three  times  that  extent 
The  roads  are  better  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union ;  the 
fences  are  also  more  neatly  arranged,  and  kept  in  good  repair ; 
and  the  whole  aspect  of  the  country  betokens  intelligence,  indus- 
try, order,  and  general  competency.  Grain  of  every  kind  is  grown 
in  perfection,  and  cattle  are  produced  in  great  variety  and  abun- 
dance. Gardening  is  better  understood  and  more  generally  prac- 
tised in  New-England  than  elsewhere,  and  vegetables  and  fruits 
are  more  carefully  and  successfully  cultivated  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  country ;  so  that  the  traveller  is  more  frequently  re- 
minded of  the  parent-country,  Old  England,  by  the  neat  villages, 
flowery  fields,  herds,  flocks,  orchards,  and  gardens  of  her  younger 
namesake,  New-England,  than  he  is  in  journeying  through  any  of 
the  states  south  or  west  of  the  Hudson  Hiver. 

There  are  mines  of  iron  in  several  parts  of  Massachusetts,  espe- 
cially in  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Bristol,  and  Berkshire ;  and  in 
each  of  these  counties  are  establishments  for  manufacturing  it 
Lead  mines  are  worked  also,  and  are  productive.  Quarries  of  ex- 
cellent marble  exist  in  Stockbridge,  Sheffield,  Lanesborough,  and 
Pittsfield.  Limestone  is  abundant  in  Berkshire,  and  freestone  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  state.  Soapstone  is  found  at  Middlefield, 
slate  at  Harvard,  Bemardson,  and  Lancaster;  and  a  fine  gray, 
close-grained  granite,  equal  to  the  finest  Aberdeen  stone  for  build- 
ing, is  obtained  from  Chelmsford,  Tyngsborough,  and  Quincy,  so 
that  all  the  materials  for  constructing  the  most  splendid  edifices  are 
close  at  hand. 

Commerce,  however,  is  the  most  distinguishing  feature  and  most 
general  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts ;  the  fish- 
eries  form  also  a  large  source  of  employment  and  profit  Manu- 
factures have  been  more  recently  introduced ;  but,  by  the  operation ' 
of  the  tariff*  laws,  which  exclude  British  goods  from  competition, 
and  by  the  constant  application  of  skill  and  capital,  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  state  have  already  grown  up,  within  ihe  space  of  a 
few  years  only,  to  be  greater  than  that  of  any  state  in  the  Union ; 
while  internal  navigation,  and  intercourse  by  canals  a«d  railroads, 
has  been  so  improved  of  late,  that  there  is  now  a  cheap  and  speedy 
communication  between  every  part  of  the  state,  firom  one  extremity 
of  it  to  the  other. 

The  shipping  of  Boston  are  second  in  amount  of  tonnage  to 
those  of  New-York  only.  Its  imports  in  1837  exceeded  17,000,000 
dollars ;  its  exports  were  above  10,000,000.  It  is  stated  that  up* 
mud  of  SOfiOOfiOO  doUais  are  engaged  in  manufactures  alone ; 
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520,000,000  are  invested  in  banking  cap^ital,  and  8,000,000,  at  least, 
in  insurance  offices ;  labile  tbe  capital  invested  in  canals  and  rail- 
roads in  different  parts  of  tbe  state  is  tbougbt  to  be  quite  equal  to 
tbe  residue  of  100,000,000  dollars. 

Institutions  for  tbe  promotion  of  learmn^  and  education  were 
more  early  founded,  and  bave  been  more  liberally  supported,  in 
Massacbusetts  and  New-England  generally,  tban  in  any  other  part 
of  tbe  United  States;  it  is  tbis,  indeed,  that  constitutes  tbe  true 
glory  of  this  northern  section  of  tbe  Union.  Tbe  University  of 
Uambridge,  or  Harvard  College,  about  four  miles  distant  from  bos- 
ton, was  founded  as  early  as  1638,  within  less  than  twenty  years 
after  tbe  first  settler  landed  on  tbe  shores  of  tbe  country ;  and  it  is 
still  maintained  in  full  vigour,  having  educated  upward  of  7000 
students.  Williams  College,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  state, 
was  incorporated  in  1793.  The  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover 
was  founded  in  1808,  and  tbe  college  at  Amherst  in  1825.  Har- 
vard has  an  excellent  library  of  more  than  30,000  volumes,  and  is 
provided  with  ample  funds.  Andover  is  richly  endowed  by  pri- 
vate bounty,  and,  within  ten  years  after  its  first  foundation,  it  re- 
ceived in  donations  upward  of  300,000  dollars  from  seven  individ- 
uals only. 

Besides  these  larger  institutions  for  the  more  finished  education 
of  those  designed  for  the  higher  walks  of  life,  and  many  private 
seminaries  and  academies  for  the  tuition  of  youth  of  both  sexes,  the 
number  of  public  schools  supported  at  the  public  expense  is  great- 
er, in  proportion  to  the  whole  population,  than  in  any  country  in 
tbe  world,  Prussia,  perhaps,  alone  excepted.  The  superintendence 
of  these  public  schools  beine  a  duty  undertaken  by  the  secretary  of 
the  state,  an  elaborate  and  faithful  report  is  rendered  by  him  to  tbe 
State  Legislature  every  year.  The  last  report  presented,  for  1837, 
fills  an  octavo  volume  of  300  pages,  closely  printed,  in  which  is 
given  a  tabular  return  from  every  separate  town,  with  remarks  of 
the  several  committees  appointed  to  examine  them,  forming  a  val- 
uable annual  mirror  of  the  state  of  education  throughout  the  whole 
province.  From  this  report  I  bave  selected  some  of  the  more 
prominent  features,  which  will  show  at  a  glance  the  statistics  of 
public  education  at  the  present  moment  in  Massachusetts. 

No.  of  towns  making  returns 294 

Population,  1st  May,  1837 691,383 

Valuation  of  property  in  1830,  in  dollars $306,457,663 

No.  of  public  schools 3918 

No.  of  scholars  attending  school 141,837 

No.  of  scholars  between  four  and  sixteen  years  of  age   .    .    .    177,053 

No.  of  teachers,  males  3370,  females  3591 5961 

Wages  per  month,  with  board,  to  male  teachers $35 

Wages  per  month,  with  board,  to  female  teachers $13 

Public  taxes  paid  for  support  of  schools $465,328 

Public  taxes  paid  for  teachers'  wages $387,134 

Voluntary  contributions  in  aid  of  schools "^^    .  448,301 

No.  of  academies  or  private  schools 854 
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'Aggregate  of  scholars  in  private  schools       9n^n% 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition  in  private  schools $32,886 

Amount  of  local  funds  for  education $189,536 

Annual  income  arising  from  this $9571 

In  consequence  of  this  ample  provision  for  education,  there  is  not 
a  sbgle  child  in  the  state  for  whom  gratuitous  instruction  may  not 
be  secured ;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  all  are  educated  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  the  means  of  their  parents  will  allow  of  the  children  contin- 
uing at  the  public  schools  for  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  of  time. 
Within  a  few  years  the  single  city  of  Boston  alone  is  said  to  have 
expended  upward  of  two  millions  of  dollars  in  support  of  her  liter-  • 
ary,  religious,  and  benevolent  institutions,  in  addition  to  an  annual 
amount  of  $200,000,  or  j£40,000  per  annum,  for  the  support  of 
public  schools  alone;  while  the  utmost  amount  that  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  British  government  a  few  years  ago  for  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  was  only  JB20,000,  not  for  a  single  year, 
but  for  an  indefinite  period.  What  a  contrast  does  this  single  fact 
exhibit  between  the  two  natipns  as  to  their  expenditure  for  educa- 
tion ! 

The  religious  establishments  of  Massachusetts  are  as  numerous, 
in  proportion  to  the  whole  population,  as  in  the  most  favoured 
states,  and  all  are  liberally  supported  by  the  voluntary  system. 
Even  among  the  Presbyterians,  the  churches  are  chiefly  congrega- 
tional; that  is,  each  congregation  selects  and  supports  its  own 
minister,  and  manages  its  own  affairs,  independently  of  synods  or 
presbyteries.  This  is  also  the  case  with  the  Unitarians,  Bapthls, 
and  Universalists ;  though  the  Methodists  are  governed  by  a  Con- 
ference, the  Episcopalians  by  a  bishop,  and  the  Catholics  by  their 
usual  ecclesiastical  authorities.  All,  however,  are  maintained  by 
the  voluntary  system,  though  all  are  not  so  chosen  or  appointed. 
The  Presbyterians  or  Calvinists  have  387  churches,  the  Unitarians 
120,  the  Baptists  135,  the  Methodists  97,  the  Episcopalians  30,  the 
Universalists  42,  the  New  Jerusalem  eight,  the  Roman  Catholics 
four,  and  the  Shakers  five  communities.  Among  them  all,  tolera- 
tion seems  now  to  be  so  perfectly  established,  that  the  harmony  of 
the  whole  is  rarely  disturbed,  even  in  the  mildest  forms  of  religious 
controversy. 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  consists  of  a  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, containing  upward  of  600  members,  a  Senate  of  about 
50  members,  and  a  governor.  The  suffrage  is  nearly  universal,  the 
elections  annual,  and  the  vote  is  by  ballot.  The  members  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  chosen  for  towns,  each  town  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population.  Boston,  for  instance,  sends  fifty-six 
members,  and  other  towns  in  the  same  proportion  to  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants ;  the  only  qualifications  of  the  voter  being  citizen- 
ship, mature  age,  residence  in  the  town  for  which  his  vote  is  given, 
and  the  payment  of  a  poll-tax  of  about  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  an- 
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num.  The  payment  of  this  entitles  him  to  have  his  name  entered 
on  the  list  of  voters ;  but  if  the  payment  is  withheld,  and  his  name 
is  consequently  not  on  the  list,  his  vote  is  not  allowed  to  be  given 
at  the  polL 

While  the  House  of  Representatives  represents  the  numbers  of 
the  community,  the  Senate  represents  its  property ^  as  the  senators 
are  chosen  by  the  counties,  and  each  county  sends  a  number  pro* 
portioned  to  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  it  to  the  state,  the  taxes 
being  an  assessment  on  the  property  of  each  individual  But 
while  the  amount  of  property  determmes  the  number  of  senators 
which  each  county  shall  send,  the  voters  for  such  senators  are  pre* 
cisely  the  same  as  the  voters  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep« 
resentatives,  the  qualification  for  the  suffrage  being  the  same  K>r 
each. 

There  are  three  classes  of  taxes  paid  by  individuals  to  the  state, 
and  one  other  description  paid  to  the  Greneral  Government  Fiist, 
there  is  the  town-tax,  for  municipal  purposes,  paid  by  every  rea* 
dent  in  each  town  in  the  state,  the  proceeds  of  this  being  applica* 
ble  solely  to  municipal  purposes.  Secondly,  there  is  the  poll-tax 
of  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  head  for  each  voter,  which  may  be 
called  the  representative  tax.    Thirdly,  there  is  the  tax  on  proper- 

S,  according  to  the  county  assessment,  which  goes  to  the  funds  of 
e  state.  And,  fourthly,  there  are  the  duties  paid  on  foreign  prod- 
uce and  manufactures  imported,  and  paid  at  tEe  Custom-housCi 
which  goes  to  the  revenue  of  the  General  Government,  and  is  un* 
dcr  the  control  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  municipal  tax  in  Boston,  where  it  is  heaviest,  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  per  cent,  on  the  assumed  property  of  the  individual ;  but, 
though  the  assessment  is  rarely  higher  than  one  half  of  the  actual 
property  known  and  admitted  to  be  possessed  by  the  party  taxed, 
thus  making  the  tax  only  half  per  cent,  on  his  actual  wealth,  it  is 
often  evaded  by  the  very  richest  of  the  inhabitants,  who  leave  their 
town  residences  before  the  1st  of  May,  pay  their  town  tax  in  some 
smaller  place  near  which  their  country  abode  may  be,  and  thus 
avoid  their  liability  to  the  larger  tax,  which,  as  resident  inhabi- 
tants of  Boston,  they  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  pay.  The 
poll-tax  is  often  avoided  also  by  those  who  do  not  deem  the  elec- 
toral privilege  worth  that  sura,  and  who,  by  neglecting  to  pay,  are 
not  registered,  and  are  by  this  neglect  disfranchised  accordmgly. 

The  county-tax  on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  is  not  to  be 
thus  escaped  from ;  but  this  is  even  lighter  than  the  municipal. 

The  heaviest  tax  of  all  is  the  unseen  duties  paid  on  foreign  com- 
modities ;  but  this  is  not  so  unpalatable  as  the  others,  because  its 
payment  is  made  in  the  extra  price  of  the  articles ;  and  the  display 
of  luxury  and  wealth  which  fine  furniture,  fine  clothes,  and  other 
external  signs  of  opulence  enable  those  who  pay  these  duties  to 
make  among  their  neighbours,  seems  amply  to  repay  them,  in  the 


TAXATXOK.— «inJOGLING.<— FOPULATION. 


SS8 


gratification  of  their  yanity,  for  the  sacrifice  made  to  obtain  them. 
This  sacrifice,  however,  they  make  as  light  as  possible,  by  procu- 
ring, whenever  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  smuggled  goods 
through  private  channels ;  the  people  of  this  country  thinking  just 
as  lightly  as  any  of  the  old  nations  of  Europe  of  the  crime  of  de« 
firauding  the  revenue,  though  the  necessary  consequence  of  this  is  to 
place  heavier  burdens  on  the  more  honest  members  of  the  commu- 
nity, by  whom,  of  course,  the  deficiency  must  be  made  good,  and 
who  are  therefore  made  to  suffer  for  the  evasions  and  frauds  of  others. 

Under  the  old  despotisms  of  Asia  and  Europe,  where  the  will 
of  the  sovereign  or  his  minister  imposes  all  taxes,  and  where  the 
people  have  no  voice  whatever  in  the  matter,  there  may  be  some 
show  of  excuse  for  the  oppressed  subjects  evading  the  payment  of 
these  oilen  unjust  imposts  when  they  can;  but  in  a  republican 
country,  where  the  suffrage  is  imiversal,  and  where  no  taxes  or  du- 
ties can  be  imposed  but  by  representatives  in  the  State  Legislature 
or  General  Congress,  in  the  choice  of  whose'  members  every  man 
has  a  vote,  it  is  as  mean  as  it  is  unjust  for  any  one  to  shrink  from 
the  payment  of  his  full  share  of  the  necessary  contributions  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  institutions  under  the  protection  of  which 
he  lives.  It  is,  of  course,  doubly  so  when  done  by  the  rich,  as  they 
are  the  persons  whose  property  is  protected  by  the  laws;  and  they 
ought,  for  this  reason,  to  be  the  most  Uberal,  as  well  as  the  most 
cheerful  contributors  to  the  funds,  by  which  alone  the  army,  navy, 
civil  service,*judicial  establishments,  institutions  for  education,  and 
nudntenance  of  internal  police,  can  be  carried  on  or  sustaittd. 
Yet,  according  to  the  almost  universal  testimony  of  the  Americans 
themselves,  it  is  by  this  class  generally  that  the  evasion  of  the  tax- 
es is  chiefly  practised,  in  the  several  ways  described. 

The  principal  cities,  ports,  and  towns  in  Massachusetts,  with  their 
respective  population,  at  the  census  of  1837,  are  the  following : 


Boston 80,325 

Salem 15,273 

Charlestown     ....  8,536 

Cambridge 6,527 

Lowell 18,010 


Nantucket 7879 

Newburyport 6375 

New-Bedford 7593 

Taunton     ......  6043 

Springfield 6784 


There  are  many  others,  whose  population  varies  between  1000 
and  6000,  and  these  are  nearly  all  upon  the  increase ;  the  average 
rate  of  which  may  be  seen  by  the  ratio  of  Boston  and  Salem  at 
different  periods,  which  is  thus  given : 


Boston. 


In  1700  . 

.   7,000 

In  1700 

1765  . 

.  15,520 

1765 

1790  . 

.  18,038 

1790 

1800  . 

.  24,937 

1800 

1810  . 

.  33,250 

1810 

1820  . 

.  43,298 

1820 

1830  . 

.  61,393 

1830 

1837  . 

.  80,335 

1837 

Salem. 

.  .   2,000 

4,437 

7,931 

9,457 

,  12,613 

^  ^ 

.  12,731 

.  13.886 

.  15,373 

Massachusetts. 

In  1700  . 

.   70,000 

1765  . 

.  227,926 

1790  . 

.  378,787 

1800  . 

.  422,845 

1810  . 

.  472,040 

1820  . 

.  523,287 

1830  . 

.  619,669 

1837  . 

.  801,378 
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In  an  analysis  of  the  whole  population  at  the  last  general  cen- 
sus of  1830y  the  following  were  the  subdivisions : 

Free  coloured  males  .  .  3300 
Free  coloured  females  .  3685 
Slaves    4 


White  males  .  .  .  294,685 
White  females  .  .  .  308,674 
Aliens 9,261 


612,620 


7049 

These  four  slaves  were  the  personal  servants  of  individuals  com- 
ing up  from  the  South,  and  returned  again  to  the  slave  state  from 
which  they  originally  came,  as  no  slaves  exist  among  the  permanent 
residents  of  Massachusetts.  Their  number  was  never  j^eat  in  the 
North  at  any  period  of  its  histor}' ;  and  it  may  be  mentioned  to  the 
honour  of  the  people  of  New-England,  and  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
government  of  Old  England,  that  as  early  as  1773,  three  years  be- 
fore the  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  passed  a  bill  prohibiting  all  traffic  in  slaves,  which 
bill  would  have  become  a  law  but  that  the  British  governor,  Ber- 
nard, acting  under  instructions  from  the  British  muiisters  of  the 
crown,  refused  to  give  it  his  assent ;  and  though  the  same  or  simi- 
lar bills  were  on  three  subsequent  occasions  passed  through  both 
houses  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  during  Hutchinson's  ad- 
ministration, they  were  all  in  like  manner  negatived  by  the  govern- 
or, under  instructions  from  the  British  crown.* 

This  is  a  fact  which  ought  always  to  be  remembered  in  all  dis- 
cussions in  which  America  is  reproached  for  still  continuing  to  hold 
slMres.  To  New-England,  at  least,  this  reproach  will  not  apply ; 
for,  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1783,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts decided  that  the  declaration  of  rights  contained  in  the  first 
article  of  the  general  Constitution,  asserting  that  '^  all  men  are  bom 
free  and  equal,"  is  a  virtual  and  legal  abolition  of  slavery ;  and 
since  that  decision  slavery  has  ceased  to  exist  by  law  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

If  the  other  states  of  the  Union  could  but  be  persuaded  to  see  the 

Seneral  Constitution  in  the  same  light,  and  their  Supreme  Courts  to 
ecide  in  the  same  manner  on  its  constructive  application  to  this 
institution  of  slavery,  it  would  be  as  effectually  aoolished  every- 
where throughout  the  Union  as  it  has  been  ever  since  the  period 
named  in  Massachusetts.  Let  us  observe  the  maxim,  therefore) 
**  Honour  to  whom  honour  is  due." 

To  this  general  description  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  may  be 
added  a  more  detailed  description  of  its  chief  city,  or  capital.  But 
before  entering  on  a  description  of  Boston  as  U  isy  it  will  be  inter- 

•  Mr.  Graham,  from  whoae  Talaable  hiatory  tbeae  facta  are  cited,  aaya  with  greet 
joatice  on  thia  paaaage,  "  And  vet  it  waa  at  thia  very  period,  when  Britain  pennitted  her 
merchanta  annually  to  make  afavea  of  more  than  50,0U0  men,  and  refuaed  to  permit  her 
eoloniea  to  withdraw  from  all  participation  in  thia  injuatice,  that  her  oratora,  poeta,  and 
■tateamen  loudly  celebrated  the  generoaity  of  Engliah  virtue  in  aufiforing  no  aiavea  to  eziat 
on  Engliah  ground,  and  the  tranacendent  equity  of  her  jadiciai  tribunala  in  liberattiig 
ffw  negxo  who  hid  bean  canned  there.'*— ifiaiary  rftkt  t/mui  SttU9,  vol  ir.,  p.  38dL 


nrnMUMMT  OP  Bosroir.  S8B 

tttin^  to  cast  a  hasty  retrospective  glance  orer  its  annals,  and  se* 
lect  uom  these  some  of  the  most  prominent  and  striking  points  of  its 
progress,  by  which  the  city  will  ctow  up  mider  our  eye,  year  by 
year,  to  its  present  noble  form  ana  stature. 

It  was  in  1621  that  the  first  exploring  party  from  Plymouth, 
which  had  been  founded  in  the  preceding  year,  came  to  the  pen- 
insula on  which  Boston  stands,  and  which  was  then  called  Shaw* 
mot,  and  was  under  the  authority  of  an  Indian  sachem  named 
Obbatinemat  It  contained  an  area  of  about  600  acres,  and  was 
then  thinly  covere<l  with  trees.  Small  as  this  peninsula  was,  two 
small  creeks,  which  were  filled  at  high  water,  divided  the  peninsula 
into  three  little  islands,  each  of  these  bein^  a  separate  hill,  and  the 
westernmost,  which  is  the  highest,  termmating  in  three  peaka 
From  this  circumstance  the  Indians  called  the  place  Shawmut, 
meaning,  according  to  some,  "  the  living  fountains,"  because  of  its 
fine  springs;  or,  according  to  others,^ the  hill  with  three  tops;'' 
and  the  English,  following  out  the  last  idea,  called  it  ^  Trimount- 
ain"  or  **TremonL" 

In  1626,  the  Rev.  W.  Blackstone,  an  Episcopalian  clergyman, 
became  the  first  white  inhabitant  of  the  settlement,  by  building  a 
cottage  on  a  spot  since  called  after  him,  Blackstone's  Point  la 
16)28  a  tax  of  £12  Is.  was  laid  upon  the  colony,  of  which  Mr. 
Blackstone's  single  share  was  12;.,  or  about  one  twentieth  part  of 
the  whole  sum.  In  1629  Mr.  Samuel  Maverick  fixed  his  residence 
on  tfie  island  now  called  East  Boston,  where  he  built  a  fort,  and 
mounted  on  it  four  guns.  He  too  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  was 
esteemed  as  **  the  most  hospitable  man  m  all  the  oountry,  giving 
entertainment  to  all  comers  gratis."  A  large  and  splendid  hotel, 
called  ^  Maverick  House,"  ocoupies  the  spot  at  the  present  day. 

In  1630  a  larse  body  of  emigrants  arrived  firom  England,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  who  was  made  their  first  governor, 
and  todc  up  his  abode  at  Charlestown,  where  a  church  was  form- 
ed, and  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer  oiKerved  for  their  safe 
aorival.  In  this  same  year  the  first  court  r<'  assistants  was  held  on 
board  the  ship  Arabella;  and, soon  after,  die  second  court  of  assist- 
ants, held  on  shore,  ordered  that  the  ni-ne  of  "  Trimountain"  should 
be  changed  to  **  Boston,"  4hd  the  church  removed  there.  The  rea- 
son assigned  for  this  name  was,  th^t  one  of  the  first  Christian  mi»» 
isters,  Mr.  John  Cotton,  had  been  minister  of  a  church  at  Boston  in 
Enj^land,  just  before  his  embsrcation,  and  that  several  of  the  first 
setUers  came  firom  that  to^n.  In  this  samSe  year,  also,  the  fiiat 
three  children  of  the  colony  were  baptized  in  the  church  <^Bostaiy 
and  were  respectively  cAXeA  Joy,  Recompense,  and  Pity. 

Li  1631  the  court  ordered  that  all  persons  having  cards,  dice,  or 
gamine-tables  should  put  them  away  immediately ;  and  a  eentle* 
man  of  Boston  was  fined  because  his  servant  burned  two  Indian 
wiffwams  (or  mischief    Chickataubut,  an  Indian  chte^  visited  the 
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governor,  and  at  dinner  refused  to  eat  until  the  gOTemor  bad 
^  asked  a  blessing,"  and  afterward  requested  bim  to  ^  give  thanks." 
A  person  named  Philip  Radclifie,  for  venturing  to  censure  the 
churches  and  the  government,  bad  bis  ears  cut  on,  and  was  whip- 
ped and  banished. 

In  this  year  also  the  governor  began  to  discourage  tiie  practice 
of  drinking  toasts  at  table,  so  that  it  grew  by  little  and  little  to  be 
disused.  One  Nicholas  Knopp  was  at  the  same  time  fined  five 
pounds  for  taking  upon  him  to  cure  the  scurvy  by  a  water  of  no 
ralue,  which  he  sold  at  a  dear  rate,  to  be  imprisoned  till  be  paid 
his  fine,  or  give  security  for  it,  or  else  be  whipped,  and  be  liable  to 
any  man's  action  of  whom  he  had  received  money  for  the  siud 
water. 

In  1632  the  first  meeting-house  was  built,  and  the  court  ordered 
that  no  person  should  take  any  tobacco  under  the  penalty  of  one 
penny  for  each  offence.  In  1634  the  representative  system  was 
first  mtroduced,  the  first  house  for  public  entertainment  and  the 
first  store  for  the  sale  of  English  goods  were  opened,  and  the 
first  volume  of  the  Town  Records  was  begun.  In  this  year  ( 1634) 
a  man  who  had  often  been  punished  for  drunkenness  was  orderea 
to  wear  a  red  D  about  his  neck  for  a  year. 

In  1635  the  ministers  met  )Bit  Boston  to  con^der  two  questions: 
first,  whether  they  should  receive  a  governor  from  England,  whidi 
was  decided  in  the  negative  ;  and,  secondly,  whether  they  should 
continue  to  bear  the  cross  in  their  banners,  which  was  deferred. 
The  court  ordered  that  brass  farthings  should  be  discontinued,  and 
&at  musket  bullets  should  pass  for  farthings.  The  town  voted  that 
**  any  person  making  hinderance  in  a  town-meeting  by  private  con- 
ference do  pay  a  fine  of  one  shilling ;"  and  they  farther  voted  "that 
our  brother,  Philemon  Porment,  be  intreated  to  become  schoolmas- 
ter." 

In  1636  a  ship  arnyed  from  Bermuda  with  30,000  lbs.  of  pota- 
toes, which  sold  at  twopence  per  pound,  and  William  Maverick 
returned  from  Virginia  ^ith  fourteen  heifers  and  eighty  goats.  In 
1637  forty-eight  Indian  w^men  and  children,  taken  m  war,  were 
brought  to  Boston  and  sold  as  slaves,  and  two  white  men  were 
banged  for  murder.  In  1638  tbe  weathei*was  so  cold  that  the  peo- 
.ple  were  obliged  to  plant  their  corn  several  times,  and  there  veas 
also  a  great  earthquake.  Twenty  vessels,  with  3000  emigrants, 
arrived  m  this  single  ^ear.  A  womai^  named  Dorothy  Falbye  was 
banged  *^  for  mu^enng  her  child,  thrt^  years  old,  m  a  spiritual 
delusion.'' 

In  1640  Boston  Common  was  preserved  ^y  a  vote  of  the  town, 
**  that  no  more  land  shall  be  granted  from  it,"  and  money  was  so 
scarce  that  all  commodities  fell  to  half  their  usual  price.  In  1641 
tbere  was  a  training  of  1200  men  at  Boston  for  two  days,  "  but  no 
one  was  drunk,  nor  was  there  an  oath  sworn."    The  harbour  was 
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mcnre  sofidly  frozen  over  than  for  forty  years  preceding ;  but  three 
ships  were  built  at  Boston  in  the  summer.  In  1644  Lady  de  1« 
Tour  arrived  at  Boston,  i^nd,  prosecuting  the  master  and  owner  of 
the  ship  for  detention,  she  received  j£2()00  damages.  The  winter 
was  so  mild  that  the  ground  could  be  ploughed ;  and  a  black  per^ 
•on  brought  from  Guinea,  in  Africa,  was  claimed  by  the  General 
Court,  released,  and  sent  back  to  his  native  country. 

In  1647  the  General  Court  enacted  **  that,  if  any  young  man  at- 
tempt to  address  a  young  woman  without  the  consent  of  her  pa- 
rents or  the  County  Court,  he  shall  be  fined  £5  for  the  first  offence, 
JCIO  for  the  second,  and  imprisonment  for  the  third.''  In  1648 
Margaret  Jones  was  executed  at  Boston  for  witchcraft.  In  1649 
Matthew  Stanley  was  tried  for  drawing  the  affections  of  John  Tar- 
box's  daughter  without  the  consent  of  her  parents.  He  was  fined 
j£5,  with  fees  2s.  6d.,  and  6^.  for  three  days'  attendance  by  her 
parents.  In  the  same  year  three  married  women  were  fined  59. 
each  for  scolding. 

In  1651  the  court  ordered  that  no  person  who  was  not  worth 
X200  should  wear  any  gold  or  silver  lace,  or  any  silk  hoods  or 
scarves.  In  1656  Mrs.  Ann  Bibbins  was  executed  for  witchcraft, 
and  about  the  same  time  '^  some  people  called  Quakers  first  came 
to  Boston.''  In  1658  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  and  three 
iiuakers  had  their  right  ears  cut  off.  In  1659  the  first  townhouse 
in  Boston  was  built,  and  two  Quakers  were  put  to  death. 

In  1660  Generals  Whalley  and  Goffe,  two  of  the  regicide  judges 
who  condemned  Charles  L  of  England  to  the  scaffold,  arrived  at 
Boston ;  and  in  the  same  year  two  Quaker^,  William  Leddra  and 
Mary  Dyer,  were  hanged.  In  1662  the  General  Court  appointed 
two  licensers  of  the  press.  In  1664  the  town  voted  to  have  the 
bell  rung  every  day  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  call  the  merchants  to- 
gether at  the  townhouse. 

In  1670  Mr.  Josselyn,  in  his  Journal,  says :  **  On  the  south  side 
of  the  mansion-house  there  is  a  small  but  pleasant  common,  where 
the  gallants,  a  little  before  sunset,  walk  with  the  marmalet  mad- 
ams till  the  nine  o'clock  bell  rings  them  home."  In  1674  John 
Foster  set  up  the  first  printing  press  in  Boston.  In  1679  a  great 
fire  happened  near  Dock  Square,  which  burned  eighty  houses,  sev- 
enty stores,  and  several  ships,  the  whole  loss  being  estimated  at 
je200,000.  In  1690  the  first  paper  money  was  issued,  and  in  1694 
the  General  Court  required  the  selectmen  of  each  town  to  post  on 
the  taverns  the  names  of  all  drunkards. 

In  1701  the  representatives  of  Boston  were  instructed  by  the 
town  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  abolition  of  slavery.  In  1704  the 
first  newspaper  in  Boston  was  published,  under  the  title  of  '^  The 
Boston  News'  Letter,"  edited  and  issued  by  John  Campbell,  the 
postmaster.  The  Western  post  then  left  Boston  for  Hartford,  in 
Connecticut,  once  a  fortnight    In  17118  Ezdd^  Cbeener  died, 
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«ged  ninety-ihree.  He  was  schoolmaster  of  Boston  for  tfiirty-eigbt 
jears ;  he  wore  his  beard,  and  is  called  in  the  News'  Letter  ^  the 
ancient  and  honourable  roaster  of  the  free-schooL"  In  1709  the 
newspapers  contained  advertisements  of  '^  negro*  men,  women,  and 
boys  to  be  sold;  inquire  at  the  postof&ce."  In  1711  another  an« 
nounced  '^  An  Indian  boy  and  girl  to  be  sold;''  and  in  1714  an- 
other announced  '^  A  Carolina  Indian  man  to  be  sold." 

In  1725  James  Cochrane  received  from  the  town  funds  £200 
for  the  scalps  of  two  Indians ;  and  Captain  Lowell  and  his  men 
were  paid  JCIOOO  for  the  scalps  of  ten  Indians,  with  whom  the 
people  of  Boston  were  then  at  war.  In  1730  the  centennial  cele- 
oration  of  the  settlement  of  Boston  was  omitted,  on  account  of  the 
sickness,  480  persons  having  died  in  the  dtv  alone  of  the  small- 
pox. In  1732  a  young  man,  taken  by  the  Indians  before  he  was 
two  years  of  age,  and  kept  twenty-two  years,  came  to  Boston  in 
search  of  his  unknovm  parents,  who  were  afterward  found  at  Kit*- 
teiy. 

In  1760  the  first  theatrical  exhibition  was  given  at  a  coffee- 
house in  State-street.  In  1752  an  Irish  maid-servant  was  adver- 
tised **  to  be  sold  for  four  years ;"  and  about  the  same  time  there 
were  also  advertised  **  To  be  sold,  Guernsey  boys  and  girls,  for  a 
term  of  time,  on  board  the  sloop  Two  Brothers."  In  1756  a  man 
was  paid  J640  for  an  Indian  scalp.  In  1774  lamps  were  first  Ueht- 
ed  in  the  streets  of  Boston.  In  1788  mass  was  first  celebrated  in 
Boston  by  the  Roman  Catholics. 

In  1791  the  first  museum  was  opened  in  Boston.  In  1794  the 
first  theatre  in  Federal-street  was  opened ;  and  in  the  same  year 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  and  the  Boston  Library  were 
incorporated.  In  1798  the  new  Statehouse  was  first  occupied.  In 
1800  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  was  established,  and  the  alms- 
house in  Leverett-street  built. 

In  1801  the  Boston  Dispensary  was  opened.  In  1803  the  Bos- 
ton Female  Asylum  was  incorporated.  In  1807  the  Boston  Athe- 
naeum was  opened.  In  1811  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
was  incorporated.  In  1812  the  Howard  Benevolent  Society  was 
organized ;  and  in  the  same  year  the  first  Sunday-school  establish- 
ed in  New-England  was  opened.  In  1814  the  Boston  Asylum  for 
Indigent  Boys  was  established.  In  1815  the  Haydn  and  Handel 
Society  for  cultivating  Sacred  Music  was  organized ;  and  in  the 
tame  year  the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society  was  formed. 

In  1822  Boston  was  first  incorporated  as  a  city.  In  1823  the 
Penitent  Female  Refuge  was  incorporated.  In  1825  the  Prison 
l^scipline  Society  was  formed,  and  a  High  School  of  girls  estab- 
lished. In  1826  the  House  for  Juvenile  Offenders  was  opened.  In 
1827  the  Boston  Mechanics'  Institute  was  formed;  and  in  1828 
the  Boston  Infant  School  Society  was  instituted. 

In  1830  the  American  TnRtitute  of  Instruction  was  organized*  and 
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the  Boston  Lyceum  instituted ;  and  in  this  year  the  second  centen- 
nial celebration  of  the  foundation  of  Boston  was  celebrated.*  In 
1832  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society  was  formed,  the 
Young  Men's  Temperance  Society  was  instituted,  and  the  New- 
England  Institution  for  the  Blind  was  opened. 

It  is  impossible  to  review  this  sketch,  slight  as  it  is,  and  in  whiofc 
only  the  most  prominent  and  characteristic  facts  are  mentioned, 
without  being  stlruck  with  the  Rowing  attention  in  later  years  to 
moral  and  benevolent  objects,  m  the  formation  of  institutiops  for 
the  education  of  the  youne,  and  for  relieving  the  wants  and  sooth- 
ing the  infirmities  of  the  old,  as  well  as  for  afiTordmg  the  means  of 
innocent  and  intellectual  gratification  to  all  classes,  an  honour  of 
which  the  promoters  of  sucn  works  may  well  be  proud. 
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Description  of  the  City.— Streets  and  D|ppreUingt.~Bo8ton  Common.— Hotels  and  Bo«rd> 
in^houses.— Statehouae.— Kitensive  panoramic  View. — Legislative  Cbamberaw^ 
City  Hall.— Fanenil  Hall.— Cradle  of  American  Liberty.— Courthouse.— Jails  and 
Custoro-hoase.— The  Odeon,  Masonic  Temple,  and  other  Hal  la.— Literary  Instits- 
tions.— Boston  Atheneum.— American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.— Liorsry  S9> 
ciety  and  Colombian  Library.— Society  of  Natural  History.— Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society.— Mercantile,  MechancsS  and  Apprenticea'Librariea.— Lectures  delivered 
in  Boston.- Governor,  Ex'president,  Senators,  Judges,  Physicians,  and  Divines. 

The  site  of  Boston,  like  that  of  all  the  large  cities  and  ports  of 
the  United  States,  is  commanding,  beautiful,  and  advantageous,  and 
the  noble  bay  which  lies  before  it,  studded  with  islands,  and  yet 
immediately  accessible  to  the  ocean,  makes  it  almost  equal  New- 
York  in  its  maritime  advantages,  and  gives  it  a  great  superiority 
over  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  in  this  important  feature.  Being 
built  on  an  area  of  unequal  surface,  with  elevations  and  depressions, 
it  has  a  greater  resemblance  to  Baltimore  than  to  New- York  or 
Philadelphia,  which  are  on  more  level  sites.  The  general  aspect 
of  the  city,  as  you  approach  it  by  land  or  by  sea,  is  miposing,  from 
the  rising  slopes  of  the  buildings,  the  numerous  steeples  of  the 
churches,  and  the  crowning  dome  of  the  lofty  Statehouse,  which, 
standing  on  the  highest  ridge  of  the  city,  is  rendered  strikingly 
prominent  in  every  view  of  the  picture,  and  forms  a  most  appro* 
priate  and  beautiful  elevation  in  the  centre  of  the  whole. 

The  piece  of  land  covered  by  the  city  of  Boston  is  a  peninsula, 
yearly  resembling  an  irregularly  oval  circular  island,  connected 
with  the  mainland  by  a  very  narrow  neck.  This  peninsula  is  about 
three  miles  in  length  and  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth ;  but  the 
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narrow  isthmus  or  neck  which  connects  it  to  the  mainliuid  is  not 
more  than  a  few  yards  across.  It  is  thus  surrounded  on  all  sides, 
except  at  this  narrow  neck,  bjr  the  sea,  aod  aSbrds  ample  space 
and  accommodation  for  wharves,  warehouses,  doclca,  and  ships. 

It  is  surrounded  by  large  and  populous  suburbs,  such  as  Cl^rles- 
town,  Cambridge,  South  Boston,  and  East  Boston,  to  each  of  which 
it  is  joined  by  a  bridge  of  the  requisite  length,  excepting  only  the 
httj  where  the  passage  requires  to  be  kept  open  for  lai^e  ships, 
tad  where  a  steam  ferry-boat,  which  crosses  every  five  minutes, 
answers  every  purpose  of  a  bridge.  Thus  all  the  suburbs  are  ia 
constant  and  easy  communication  with  the  city,  though  its  marine 
boundary  will  always  keep  its  own  peninsular  site  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  all  its  surrounding  settlements. 

The  plan  of  Boston  is  the  most  irregular  of  that  of  any  city  ia 
the  United  States ;  arising  partly,  no  doubt,  from  the  undulating  ir- 
regularity of  its  surface,  But  still  more  from  the  indifference  of  the 
early  settlers  to  that  symmetry  for  which  Philadelphia  and  many 
ether  of  the  American  cities  are  so  remarkable.  In  all  the  more 
recent  improvements  of  the  old  parts  of  Boston,  as  well  as  in  all 
ttie  new  additions  to  it,  this  irregularity  has  been  corrected  and 
•Toided ;  so  that,  though  the  streets  are  winding  and  crooked  in 
some  places,  they  are  straight  and  symmetrical  in  many  more;  and, 
on  the  whole,  the  aspect  of  the  city  is  far  from  disagreeable,  even 
in  its  worst  parts,  while  in  its  best  it  may  be  truly  said  to  be  heao* 
tiful.  As  is  usual  in  seaport  towns,  the  places  of  busmess,  in  ware- 
houses, counting-houses,  banks,  msurance  offices,  &c.,  are  near  Iho 
water.     Among  these,  Faneuil-market  and  State-street  may  be  re- 

Sirded  as  fine  specimens  of  street  architecture.  Cornhill,  Wadt- 
gton-street,  and  Tremont  Row  are  the  most  bu^  places  (tf  the 
interior  or  heart  of  the  town,  and  each  of  these  is  of  ample 
Iweadth,  and  lined  on  each  side  with  spacious  and  commodioua 
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buildings,  those  of  Tremont  Row  being  as  elegant  in  its  shops  as 
Ludgate  Hill  or  Regent-street  in  London. 

The  streets  of  private  residences  in  the  quieter  parts  of  the  city, 
such  as  Pearl-street  and  Summer-street,  in  the  heart  of  the  town, 
and  the  still  more  fashionable  quarters  of  Park-street,  Beacon-street, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Statehouse  and  the  Common,  are 
as  fine  as  are  to  be  seen  in  any  city  of  Endand,  London,  perhaps, 
alone  excepted.  This  Common,  as  it  is  called,  or  ^  The  Park,"  as 
it  might  with  propriety  be  designated,  with  the  fine  view  of  the 
surrounding  country  from  its  more  elevated  parts,  and  the  noble 
trees  and  gravel-walks  throughout,  is  only  inferior  in  size  and  beau« 
ty  to  Hyde  Park,  Regent's  Park,  and  the  Green  Park  in  London ; 
and  is  ^eatly  superior  to  any  similar  enclosure  in  New-York,  Phil- 
adelphia, or  Baltimore.  It  covers  an  area  of  seventy-five  acres, 
and  has  upward  of  600  trees  planted  in  it.  The  whole  is  enclosed 
with  an  ornamental  iron  fence  or  railbg,  which  cost  90,000  dol- 
lars, or  nearly  JB20,000.  Within  it  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  sur- 
rounded with  elms,  called  '^  The  Crescent  Pond ;"  and  very  near 
the  centre  of  the  whole  are  the  remains  or  traces  of  a  fortification, 
thrown  up  by  the  British  troops  who  were  stationed  here  in  1775. 

The  Common  is  surrounded  on  three  of  its  sides  by  noble  rows 
or  terraces  of  houses,  like  the  parks  in  London ;  and  as  it  was 
originally  granted  for  the  public  use,  and  any  farther  encroachment 
upon  it  rendered  impossible  by  a  clause  in  the  last  charter  of  the 
city,  it  is  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  inhabitants.  It  is  not  merely 
a  beautifully  ornamental  appendage  to  their  noble  ci^,  but  is  used 
as  a  place  of  healthful  and  mnocent  recreation  for  all  classes,  as  a 
spot  of  constant  exercise  and  promenade ;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
witness  its  advantages  without  regretting  tiiat  every  town  in  Eng- 
land is  not  provided  with  a  similar  extent  of  public  grounds  for  the 
delight  and  enjoyment  of  its  population. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  buildings 
and  streets  of  Boston,  whether  in  the  business  quarter,  or  **  heart  of 
the  city,"  as  it  is  called,  or  in  the  more  private  ami  fashionable 
quarters,  b  the  solidity  and  suhstantiali^of  their  exterior,  and  the 
amplitude  of  comfort  in  their  interior.  There  are  few  or  no  wooden 
houses  to  be  seen,  as  in  New-York  or  Philadelphia:  stone  and  brick 
are  the  chief  materials  of  the  buildings,  and  these  are  of  the  best 
kind.  The  surbasements  and  steps  are  usually  of  the  finest  granite ; 
the  doors  are  mostly  sheltered  by  tasteful  porticoes,  and  handsome 
iron  railings  surround  the  areas.  Bowed  projections,  for  bay  win- 
dows, are  often  seen  in  the  fronts;  the  wmdow-frames  are  large, 
and  the  glass  windows  beautifully  clean.  Balconies  adorn  most  of 
the  houses,  and  small  plots  of  grass  or  garden  ground,  with  tall 
and  stately  trees,  are  seen  in  many  of  the  streets.  Eveiything,  in-* 
deed,  betokens  the  presence  of  great  wealth,  very  equally  divided 
and  diffused ;  no  one  living  in  ostentations  di^lay,  bat  all  ] 
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ing  ample  means,  and  expending  them  in  real  and  substantial  com- 
fort rather  than  in  extravagant  show.  The  cleanliness  of  every 
tiart  of  the  city  is  as  remarkable  as  is  its  air  of  comfort  No  di* 
spidated  bouses  or  untenanted  dwellings  meet  the  eye;  the  streets 
are  well  paved,  well  lighted,  and  well  swept  and  drained ;  many 
of  the  less-traversed  ones  are  macadamized ;  and  neither  mud  in 
the  wet  weather  nor  dust  in  the  diy  occaaons  half  the  inconve- 
ence  that  both  do  in  New- York  especially. 

The  hotels  of  Boston  are  equal  to  those  of  any  city  in  the  Union. 
The  Tremont  House  is  nearly  as  large  as  the  Astor  House  in  New- 
York,  and  much  more  agreeable,  because  it  is  much  more  quiet  and 
less  crowded.  The  boarding  houses  are  not  so  numerous,  but  ap- 
pear to  be  of  a  higher  order,  and  more  select  in  their  guests  than 
those  of  the  Atlantic  cities  generally.  The  hours  of  meals  are  not 
so  early  in  cither  as  in  corresponding  establishments  of  the  same 
kind  elsewhere,  and  there  is  not  the  same  hurry  and  bustle  in  d^ 
spatching  them,  as  persons  remain  at  table  much  longer  than  «e 
had  ever  observed  them  to  do  before. 

Of  the  public  buildings  of  Boston,  the  Statehouse  is  in  every 


point  of  view  the  prindpal  and  most  important.  It  occupies  t 
most  commanding  site,  on  the  most  elevated  point  within  the  city, 
not  far  from  its  centre,  having  the  noble  Common  immediately  m 
front  of  it,  and  the  two  6ne  rows  or  terraces  of  Beacon-street  on 
its  right,  and  Park-street  on  its  left.  It  is  built  on  ground  formerly 
belonging  to  the  venerable  Revolutionary  patriot  John  Hancock,  ^ 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
whose  dwelling-house  still  exists  close  by ;  and  while  the  scene 
from  its  lofty  turret  embraces,  in  its  extensive  panorama,  a  com- 
plete view  of  every  part  of  the  city  and  its  environs,  the  edifice  it- 
self, whose  foundations  are  110  feet  above  the  level  of  the  harbour, 
fiiniu  a  pnuDinent  object  fhw  evecy  surrounding  quarter,  and  aeemib 


STATBHOnSK^— PAKORAMIC  TtBW.  883 

like  a  tenninating  pinnacle,  to  cap  or  crown  the  summit  of  the 
whole  rising  mass  of  buildings  with  which  all  the  ascending  slopes 
of  the  hill  are  covered. 

The  foundation  of  the  Statehouse  was  laid  in  1795,  and  it  was 
first  opened  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  in  1798 ;  its  whole  cost 
being  134,000  dollars,  or  about  26,500  pounds  sterling.  It  has  a 
frontage  of  173  feet,  and  a  depth  of  51  feet  The  basement  stoij 
is  20  feet  high,  and  the  principal  story  above  this  is  30  feet  high. 
In  the  centre  of  the  front,  this  is  covered  with  an  attic  story  20 
feet  high,  which  is  crowned  with  a  pediment,  supported  by  a  Co- 
rinthian colonnade,  forming  a  fine  balcony  or  gallery  in  front,  look- 
ing out  upon  the  Common,  the  city,  and  the  harbour  beyond  it 
The  whole  is  crowned  by  a  well-proportioned  dome,  52  feet  in  di- 
ameter and  32  feet  in  height,  surmounted  by  a  circular  lantern  25 
feet  high,  supporting  a  gilded  pine  cone.  An  easy  ascent  is  pro- 
vided to  this  lantern  on  the  inside ;  and  on  the  day  after  our  arri- 
val at  Boston  we  ascended  here  to  enjoy  the  panoramic  view, 
which  for  extent,  variety,  and  beauty  we  thought  unsurpassed  by 
any  we  had  ever  seen  m  any  part  of  the  world.  The  point  of 
view  is  at  an  elevation  of  270  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  and 
the  numerous  suburbs  of  Chelsea,  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  East 
Boston  and  South  Boston,  with*  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  and  Milton 
Hill,  are  all  brought  vrithin  view  at  once  by  a  mere  turning  of  the 
eye  in  the  several  directions  in  which  they  stand ;  while  the  col- 
leges of  Harvard  University,  the  public  buildings  of  the  Navy- 
yard,  the  unfinished  monument  of  Bunker  Hill,  the  lon^  bridges 
connecting  these  suburbs  with  the  city — one  of  these  heme  3846 
feet  in  length  and  40  feet  in  breadth,  and  costing  76,000  dollars — 
and  the  numerous  islands,  shipping,  and  small  vessels  in  motion, 
scattered  over  the  extensive  and  oeautiful  bay,  all  combine  to 
make  up  a  picture  of  surpassing  interest  and  beauty. 

The  mterior  of  the  Statehouse  has  a  large  hall  or  lobby  in  the 
centre  of  the  basement  story,  which  is  50  ieet  square  and  20  feet 
big^h,  supported  by  Doric  columns ;  and  at  the  northern  end  of 
this  is  a  noble  statue  of  Washington,  executed  by  Chantrey,  in  the 
best  style  of  the  art  In  the  principal  story  above  this  are  con- 
tained the  two  legislative  halls,  that  is,  the  Senate  Chamber  and  the 
Hall  of  the  Representatives.  The  Senate  Chamber  is  55  feet  long, 
33  feet  wide,  and  30  feet  high,  with  two  screens  of  Ionic  columns 
supporting,  with  their  entablature,  a  richly-decorated  arched  ceihng. 
The  Hall  of  the  Representatives  is  55  feet  square,  the  comers  being 
formed  into  niches  for  fireplaces,  with  Doric  columns  on  two  of  its 
sides,  at  a  height  of  12  feet  from  the  floor,  forming  galleries ;  the 
whole  supporting  a  bold  and  well-proportioned  dome,  the  centre 
of  which  is  50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  floor. 

The  arrangement  of  the  seats  for  the  members  is  the  same  as  in 
the  Hall  of  Representatives  at  Washington ;  and,  indeed,  in  all  the 
lejsislative  chambers  of  this  country,  as  weU  as  in  the  Chamber  of 
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Depnties  and  Chamber  of  Peers  at  Paris;  namely,  in  the  semicir- 
cular  and  progressively-elevated  form  of  the  old  Greek  theatre, 
the  speaker's  chair  occupying  the  centre  of  the  radius,  while  the 
seats  form  the  successive  arcs  of  the  semicircle ;  a  form  which,  for 
elegance  of  appearance,  comfort  to  the  members,  convenience  of 
bearing  and  seeing,  and  every  other  requisite  of  a  public  assem- 
bly, is  greatly  superior  to  any  other  that  has  yet  been  devised. 
The  seats  for  the  membere  will  accommodate  350  with  separate 
deslcs,  and  a  large  space  behind  these  will  seat  a  great  number  of 
spectators,  without  inconvenience  to  the  members ;  besides  .which 
there  are  two  galleries,  one  for  the  general  admis^on  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  one  for  members  and  their  friends.  A  combination  of  ele- 
gance  and  comfort  reigns  throughout  these  chambers,  as  well  os  in 
le  coundl-room,  and  all  the  public  offices  are  under  the  same  roof, 
which  might  serve  as  a  model  to  other  countries. 

The  oldest  public  building  of  Boston  is  that  which  is  now  called 


the  City  Hall.  On  the  spot  where  the  present  building  stamls 
erected  the  firet  place  for  the  transaction  of  public  business,  so  long 
ago  as  1658.  This  was  built  of  wood,  and  was  twice  burned 
down.  The  last  time  that  this  happened  was  in  1747,  when  it 
was  repaired  in  the  following  year,  in  nearly  its  present  form. 
After  the  Revolution  it  was  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  General 
Court  till  the  completion  of  the  new  Statehouse  already  described. 
It  was  again  thoroughly  repaired  in  1830,  when  it  was  called  by 
the  name  of  the  City  Hall ;  and  it  is  now  used  for  the  three  joint 

Eurposes  of  the  PostofRce,  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  the  Publio 
lewsroom,  for  all  which  it  is  admirably  adapted,  being  in  the  very 
centre  of  business,  in  State-street,  one  of  the  finest  streets  of  the  city. 
On  the  upper  floor  are  the  hall  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and 
the  common-council  hall,  in  which  the  business  of  the  city  is  trai^ 
■etod  }  uid  R  great  number  of  the  public  offices  and  dquiitinuijp 
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BK  here  brought  under  (he  same  roof,  to  the  great  conTenieuce  of 
all  parties.  In  the  PostofBc«  no  less  than  2000  mailbags  are  niade 
)q>  in  the  course  of  every  week. 

Faneuil  Hall,  so  called  from  its  oiiginal  proprietor,  who  built  it 
is  1742,  and  made  it  a  tree  gift  to  the  city,  is  the  most  popular  of 
all  the  public  buildings  in  Boston,  and  is  called  "  The  Cradle  of 
liberty,"  from  its  bemg  the  place  in  which  the  patnots  of  America 
met  to  rouse  the  people  to  resistance  against  the  tyranny  of  their 
British  oppressors.  All  the  great  public  meetings  of  the  citizens 
CD  political  subjects  are  continued  to  be  held  here,  and  "Old 


Faneuil  Hall,"  as  it  is  called,  is  an  object  of  uniTeisal  veneration. 
The  edifice  is  of  impoang  size  in  its  exterior,  but  not  r«narkable 
for  architectural  beauty. 

Its  interior,  however,  fiimishes  all  the  requisite  accommodation 
vhich  the  attendants  on  public  meetings  require.  The  ^eat  halt 
is  76  feet  square  and  2s  feet  high,  with  a  gallery  mnnmg  round 
three  of  its  sides  supported  by  Doric  columns.  Raised  seats  under 
end  in  the  galleries  accommodate  the  spectators  with  comfort, 
while  the  central  floor  will  contain  a  very  large  number  of  auditors. 
On  the  western  wall  are  suspended  two  excellent  pictures:  one  a 
ftill-lenzth  portrait  of  General  Washington,  by  Stuart;  another  of 
Peter  Faneuil,  the  donor  of  the  building ;  and  between  these  is  a 
marble  bust  of  the  Viird  president  of  the  United  States,  John  Adams. 
Above  this  great  hall  is  another  room,  78  feet  by  30,  used  for  the 
military  exercise  of  the  dty  troops,  with  surrounding  apartments 
fcr  their  arms  and  accoutrements ;  and  the  basement  storT,  former- 
It  used  as  a  market,  is  divided  into  stores  or  shops,  which  produce 
mike  dty  a  rdIbI  cf  ibont  ^lOOOaterling  a  year. 
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The  new  Courthouse,  which  is  176  feet  by  54  feet,  snd  67  feet 
high,  is  a  fine  building,  and  well  adapted  to  tbe  purposes  of  Hk 
legal  tribunals  held  here ;  and  the  county  courthouse  and  jails  are 
abo  handsome  edifices  of  stone.  The  present  Custom-bouse  is,  how- 
ever, inferior  in  size  and  accommodatioa  to  tbe  scale  required  for 
BO  commercial  a  city  as  Boston,  though  the  new  edlSce,  now  ia 
courae  of  erection,  will  be  better  adapted  to  the  wants  and  tbe 
taste  of  the  t' 


Perhaps  no  city  in  the  world  is  better  furnished  than  Boston  with 
public  buildings  adapted  to  literary  meetings  and  the  delivery  of 
public  lectures.  The  first  in  order  and  in  importance  of  all  these 
IS  the  Odeon,  which  was  originally  built  as  a  theatre ;  it  was  thea 
converted  into  a  raunc  hall  under  its  present  name,  and  it  ia  now 
used  as  a  place  of  worship  by  a  Presbyterian  congregation  on  tb« 
Sabbath,  and  as  a  lecture-room  during  the  week.  The  house  r^ 
tains  all  its  ori^nal  subdivisions  of  boxes,  pit,  and  galleries,  while 
ibe  orchestra  has  been  added  to  the  pit,  aM  the  stage  thrown  opea 
to  receive  a  line  organ  in  the  centre,  with  riong  platforms  aKei>d> 
ins  ail  around  it  for  musical  performers.  The  seats  in  every  part 
of^e  house  are  covered  with  crimson  moreen ;  all  the  gilding  and 
theatrical  decorations  are  removed,  and  the  panels  are  neatly  paint- 
ed ;  so  that  nothing  can  be  more  simply  elegant  or  more  thorou^H 
ly  comfortable  than  the  interior  for  both  speaker  and  auditoi& 

In  this  building  I  delivered  two  courses  of  lectures  of  eight  each; 
one  couise  on  £^pt,  and  the  other  on  Palestine,  which  were  at- 
tended three  times  a  week  by  about  1000  auditors.  In  tbe  same 
building  Mr.  Everett,  the  governor  of  the  state,  delivered  an  opof 
ing  lecture  before  the  Mercantile  Library  Aisociatioa ;  and  Mr. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  the  late  president  of'^tbe  United  States,  Hr. 
Caleb  Gushing,  one  of  their  representatives,  Mr.  Daniel  Webster, 
the  celebrated  seiiator,  and  tbe  Rev.  Dr.  Channing,  the  equallj 
celebrated  diving  all  have  lectures  to  tbe  Lf  ccwa,  Qie  fVankln^ 
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and  other  public  societies  fonned  here  for  the  diffusion  of  useful 
knowledge,  in  which  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  country 
take  a  deep  personal  interest,  and  to  which,  therefore,  they  cheer- 
fully give  much  of  their  personal  attention ;  another  feature  of  the 
New-England  character  which  is  worthy  of  imitation  or  adoption 
in  other  lands. 

The  Masonic  Temple  is  another  of  the  public  buildings  much 
tned  for  musical,  literarv,  and  scientific  purposes.  It  has  the  most 
convenient  and  agreeable  situation  in  the  city  for  public  meetings, 
lacing  the  Common,  in  Tremont-street,  and  is,  consequently,  in  con- 
stant use.  It  was  built  originally  for  a  masonic  lodge,  and  dedica- 
ted as  such  in  1832.  But  the  odium  and  unpopularity  into  which 
masonry  has  fallen  by  the  abduction  and  murder  of  Morgan,  who 
professed  to  reveal  its  secrets,  bos  occasioned  lodges  to  he  almost 
e^"ery  where  closed  altogether,  or,  if  held  at  all,  to  be  held  in  great 
serrecy.  Its  st>'Ie  of  architectuK  is  Gothic,  and  its  subdivisions 
include  a  chapel  capable  of  seating  600  persons,  a  lecture  theatre 
capable  of  seating  1000  persons,  a  hall  capable  of  seating  400 
persons,  with  a  great  number  of  smaller  rooms,  used  as  schooi- 
rooms,  committee-rooorf,  &c.,  while  the  Masomc  Hall  and  its 
smaller  apartments  f<ir  the  regalia  and  the  lodges  are  on  Oie  attic 
ston',  and  are  now  rarely  us^. 

Besides  thesr  principal  edifices  adapted  to  public  meetings,  there 
are  the  follo<ving:  Boylston  Hall,  Concert  Hall,  Congress  Hall, 
Corinthian  Hall,  Pantheon  Hall,  Washington  Hall,  Amory  Hall, 
Lyceum  Kali,  and  Chauncey  Hall,  of  varying  capacities  for  accom- 
modatiiig  from  200  to  600  persons  each. 

Thfre  are  two  remarkable  buildings  in  different  quarters  of  the 
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dty.  One  of  these  is  in  the  heart  of  the  busine«  part  of  it,  bang 
tn  old  house  of  the  date  of  1630,  the  only  relic  of  architecture  that 
has  an  ur  of  great  antiquity  about  it,  resemblinc;  as  it  does  aomt 
of  the  oldest  houses  in  Bishop^te,  London,  or  Chester,  and  other 
old  cities  of  England.  The  omer  is  in  the  most  fashionable  quar- 
ter of  the  town,  Beacon-street,  overlooking  the  Common,  and  cloM 
to  the  Statehouse.  This  was  the  residence  of  the  patiiot  John 
Hancock,  and  is  occupied  by  the  desceodanta  of  bis  family,  m& 
whom  we  passed  many  agreeable  hours  under  its  venerated  foo£ 


Of  literary  institutions  there  are  many,  and  some  vety  distto* 
gnished.  The  fiist  is  perhaps  the  Boston  Atheneeum,  the  {xoprie- 
tors  of  which  were  incorporated  as  a  body  in  1807.  It  is  agreea- 
bly situated  in  Pearl-street,  and  has  a  large  and  commodious  build- 
ing, with  all  the  requisite  accommodation  for  its  members.  Tbt 
house,  worth  at  least  30,000  dollars,  was  (he  gifl  of  one  muniJicent 
citizen,  the  late  James  Perkins.  The  books,  pictures,  statuaty, 
and  cabinet  were  purchased  by  the  funds  of  the  shareholden. 
Each  proprietor's  share  is  300  dollara,  and  of  these  there  are 
358.  Of  Ufe  subscribers  at  100  dollars  there  are  fitly,  and  of  an- 
nual subscribers  at  ten  dollars  there  are  about  fifty  more.  Propri- 
etors have  three  tickets  of  perpetual  admission,  life  subscribers  one ; 
and  both  of  these  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  any  number  of 
strangeis  during  their  stay  m  Boston. 

All  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  of  the  judiciary,  and  of  the 
colleges  of  education,  have  free  access  at  all  times.  The  lit^aiy 
contams  upward  of  30,000  volumes ;  the  readii^-room  is  furnish- 
ed with  American  and  foreign  newspapers,  and  almost  every  peri- 
odical of  value  at  home  and  abroad.  The  gallery  contains  an  ex* 
cellrot  collection  of  pictures  and  statuary ;  and  a  lecture-room,  ca- 
ptble  of  Ka&pg  600  penoog,  with  a  complete  apparatus  for  MW* 
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tific  lectures,  completes  the  establishment,  which  appeared  to  me,   " 
in  all  its  arrangements  and  details,  to  be  ec^ual  to  any  of  a  similar 
land  that  I  had  ever  seen  in  England,  and  mferior  only  to  the  In* 
stitute  at  Paris,  vrhicb  is  imdouotedly  the  first  of  its  class  in  the 
world. 

The  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  is  another  excel- 
lent institution.  It  was  chartered  in  1780.  Its  design  is  to  pro- 
mote  the  study  of  the  natural  history,  productions,  and  antiquities 
of  the  North  American  Continent,  to  encourage  science  in  all  its 
branches,  and  to  apply  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  American  interests  and  American  happmess.  Its  li- 
brary comprises  about  2000  volumes,  and  it  has  published  four  quarto 
volumes  of  its  transactions,  the  last  of  which  appeared  in  182  L 
Qeneral  Washin^n,  President  Adams,  and  manv  other  distin- 
guished men  of  ute  country  have  belonged  to  it ;  but  it  seems  to 
languish  at  present,  amid  the  more  attractive  institutions  by  which 
it  has  been  since  surrounded. 

The  Boston  Library  Society  was  instituted  in  1794,  mainly  witb 
the  view  of  collectmg  together  for  general  reference  such  books  as 
are  not  usually  found  in  popular  libraries,  includmg  foreign  works 
of  celebrity  as  well  as  English ;  and  the  collection  now  amounts  to 
more  than  7000  volumes,  which  appear  to  have  been  carefully  and 
judiciously  chosen.  A  proprietor's  share  in  this  library  costs  only 
twenty-five  dollars,  with  annual  payment  of  two  dollars  for  adding  ^ 

to  the  stock,  which  is  continually  augmenting  in  the  numbers  and  % 

value  of  the  books  added  to  it  every  year. 

The  Columbian  Library,  formed  on  nearly  the  same  model,  but 
situated  in  a  different  part  of  the  city,  contains  upward  of  5000 
volumes,  and  is  also  constantly  increasing  in  extent 

The  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  is  in  active  and  vigorous 
operation.  It  was  instituted  in  1830,  for  the  investigation  of  the 
natural  history  of  the  United  States,  and  for  formmg  collections  of 
the  various  specimens  of  natural  productions  from  all  parts  of  the  M 

world.    There  are  about  300  members  belonging  to  this  society,  ^ 

at  an  entrance  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  an  annual  payment  of  three 
dollars;  in  addition  to  which,  the  State  Legislature  has  granted  them 
300  dollars  annually  for  five  years.  The  zeal  and  good  taste  with 
which  these  funds  have  been  applied,  in  increasing  and  enriching 
the  museum  and  cabinet  belonging  to  this  society,  is  deserving  aU 
praise ;  and  the  stranger  who  visits  Boston  will  find  few  objects  tt 

more  worthy  of  his  attention  than  the  beautiful  specimens  and 
preservations  which  this  cabinet  and  museum  contain. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1794,  has  for  its  exclusive  object  to  collect,  preserve,  and  commu- 
nicate materials  for  a  complete  history  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as 
of  the  Indians  who  first  peopled  it,  as  of  the  white  race  who  suc- 
Gfsded  them,  and  of  the  progress  made  by  these  Jpst  in  arts  and 

-I 
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industry.  They  have  an  excellent  library  and  museum,  and  include 
among  their  members  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of- the 
state ;  and  the  diligence  with  which  they  have  carried  out  the  de- 
sign of  the  society  may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact,  that  their  pub- 
lished "  Collections  of  Papers"  amount  to  twenty-two  octavo  vol- 
umes, and  contain  a  great  variety  of  curious  and  important  matter. 

In  addition  to  these  there  are  the  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
formed  chiefly  of  the  younger  members  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity ;  and  the  Mechanics'  Apprentices'  Library,  for  the  accommo* 
dation  of  that  class  of  society.  The  subscription  to  the  former  is 
two  dollars  annually,  and  the  addition  of  a  volume  to  the  library 
worth  at  least  one  dollar.  To  the  latter,  the  only  qualification  of 
membership  required  is  that  of  being  an  apprentice,  and  having  a 
certificate  from  the  master  under  whom  they  serve  that  they  are 
worthy  of  the  privilege  of  attending  and  using  the  books  of  the 
library. 

Besides  these  facilities  for  acquiring  knowledge,  there  are  courses 
of  lectures  delivered  every  winter  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  pub- 
lic rooms,  to  which  the  admission  fee  is  made  as  low  as  possiUe, 
hardly  ever  exceeding  a  dollar,  and  sometimes  half  a  dollar,  for  the 
whole  season,  which  gives  to  all  classes,  at  this  cheap  rate,  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing  from  twenty  to  thirty  lectures,  from  as  many 
of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  state,  including  the  governor,  sen- 
ators, representatives,  judges,  counsellors,  .divines,  physicians,  mer- 
chants, and  others ;  so  that  every  evening  in  the  week,  from  the 
end  of  October  to  the  beginning  of  June,  there  is  a  lecture  or  a 
public  meeting,  a  debate  or  an  address,  somewhere  or  other  in  the 
city,  at  which  almost  all  who  desire  it  may  attend.  Audiences 
from  1000  to  1500  are  quite  frequent  at  such  meetings,  all  be- 
having with  the  utmost  decorum,  and  all  evidently  taking  the 
deepest  interest  in  the  information  thus  communicated  to  them.  It 
would  be  a  miracle  indeed,  therefore,  if  the  members  of  such  a 
community  were  not  generally  well-informed. 


CHAPTER  XXXn. 

Fublic  SchooU.— Statiitics  of  Edacat  ion.— Course  of  Stadies  in  each  CIsss.— Gma- 
mar  Schools  for  English,  Latin,  and  Greek.— Harvard  College,  or  the  UniTenitj  of 
Cambridge.— Exhibition  of  the  Students.— Speech  of  Mr.  Adams  on  Education. 

To  prepare  the  rising  generation  of  Boston  for  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  advantages  in  store  for  them,  ^eat  care  is  taken  and  great 
expense  bestowed  on  the  public  schooU  of  the  city.  The  first  class 
of  ihifm  are  called  *^  Primary  Schools,"  for  Ui^  -education  of  chS- 
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dren  of  both  sexes,  from  the  a^  of  four  to  seven  years.  Of  these 
there  are  no  less  than  eighty-three  in  the  city  of  Boston  alone,  so 
situated  and  classified  by  districts  and  numbers  as  to  be  accessible 
to  the  children  in  every  quarter,  and  the  number  of  these  is  every 
Tear  increasing.  The  management  of  these  schools  is  conducted 
oy  a  board  consisting  of  twenty-four  members,  two  from  each  ward 
in  the  city,  who  are  annually  chosen  by  the  town ;  and  these,  with 
the  mayor  and  president  of  the  common  council,  appoint  a  com- 
mittee man  to  look  after  each  separate  school,  and  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  its  state  and  condition.  There  are,  besides  these  pri- 
mary schools,  fifteen  grammar  schools,  into  which  those  educated  in 
the  primary  schools  are  deemed  eligible  to  enter  when  they  have 
attained  to  a  correct  knowledge  of  spelling  and  reading  the  Eng- 
lish language. 

The  primary  schools  were  instituted  in  the  year  1818,  for  the 
gratuitous  instructioh  of  children  from  four  to  seven  years  of  age. 
The  schoolrooms  are  hired  or  built  by  the  city  in  convenient 
places,  each  designed  to  accommodate,  on  an  average,  fifty  pupils. 
The  services  of  the  board  and  committee  men,  though  laborious, 
are  wholly  gratuitous.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  report 
of  the  Boston  schools,  presented  to  the  State  Lc^lature  for  ^e 
past  year,  1837 : 

Population  of  the  city  of  Boston 80,395 

Valuation  of  its  property  for  taxes $80,000,000 

Numt>er  of  public  schools  in  the  city • 01 

Number  of  scholars  in  these 0683 

Number  of  persons  between  4  and  16  in  the  city, 17,48ft 

Number  of  teachers:  male,  40;  females,  119 159 

Average  wages  of  teachers  per  month,  including  board,  males  .  $109 
Average  wages  of  teachers  per  month,  including  board,  females  .      $90 

Amount  of  city  tax  for  support  of  schools $107,500 

Amount  of  city  tax  for  teachers'  wages       $78,750 

Amount  of  local  funds ^    .    .  $8000 

In  addition  to  these,  the  report  adds,  **  There  are  a  great  number 
of  private  schoob ;  the  number  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  mode  of 
keeping  them,  nor  the  number  of  pupils  attending  them.  They  are 
generaUy  kept  through  the  whole  year,  with  short  vacations.  The 
amount  estimated  as  paid  for  private  tuition  is  greater  than  that 
paid  for  public  schools;  but  the  amount  cannot  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained.'^    Thus  speaks  the  official  report 

During  my  stay  in  Boston,  however,  having  been  invited  to  give 
my  courses  of  lectures  on  Egypt  and  Palestine  to  the  pupils  of 
the  private  as  well  as  public  schools,  in  the  afternoons  of  Wednes* 
day  and  Saturday,  when  their  usual  studies  are  suspended,  I  had 
the  means  of  learning  that  the  private  schoob  exceeded  fifty  in  nuni« 
ber ;  that,  on  the  average,  they  educated  forty  pupils  each ;  and  that 
the  expense  of  the  tuition,  not  including  board,  averaged  ill  leaik 
axty  dollais  per  anBum,  which  would  make  the  number  of  yupib 
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in  private  schools  about  2000,  and  the  annual  sum  paid  for  their 
tf  tuition  120,000  dollars.  Seeing  by  the  official  report  that  there 
are  17,485  children  between  four  and  sixteen  years  of  age  in  Bos- 
ton,  and  that  of  these  there  are  9683  in  the  public  scnools  and 
2000  in  the  private  schools,  there  remains  a  balance  of  5802  chil- 
dren between  these  ages  who  are  not  educated  in  either.  These, 
no  doubt,  will  be  found  chiefly  among  the  children  of  emigrants, 
who,  though  they  can  obtain  instruction  gratuitously,  are  not  per- 
mitted by  their  parents  to  attend  the  schools,  because  their  services 
can  be  turned  to  some  immediately  profitable  account  at  home.  It 
IS  for  this  class  that  the  Prussian  system  of  enforcing  the  attendance 
of  every  child  at  school  would  be  so  useful;  and  w^ere  this  one 
feature  only  added  to  the  American  system  of  education,  as  it  is 
seen  in  Boston  and  Massachusetts  generally,  it  would  be  complete. 
The  course  of  instruction  pursued  in  the  primary  schools  is  as 
follows : 


sf; 


Alphabet  on  Cards.  Easy  Reading  Lessons,  A 

Monosyllable  Spelling.  The  Lord's  Prayer.  ^ 

Easy  Arithmetic. 

Punctuation,  Reading. 

New  Testament. 


Numeration,  1  to  100. 
Dissyllable  Spelling. 
Combination  of  Numbers. 

The  grammar  schools  receive  the  children  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  if  they  can  spell  and  read  English  correctly.  Boys  may 
continue  in  these  until  the  annual  exhibition  after  they  have  reach- 
ed thor  fourteenth  year,  and  girls  may  continue  till  they  have 
completed  their  sixteenth  year.  The  art  of  writing  is  then  taught, 
and  reading  and  arithmetic  of  course  continued ;  but  the  general 
character  of  their  studies,  and  the  subjects  on  which  their  minds  are 
exercised  during  the  period,  may  be  best  judged  of  by  the  follow- 
ing list  of  the  books  used  by  the  pupils : 


EcermaPs  National  Spelling  Book. 
Pierpont^s  National  Reader. 
Murray *s  English  (grammar, 
f  oxe's  Progressive  Exercises. 
Field's  Geography  and  Atlas. 
Frost's  Exercises  in  Parsing. 


History  of  the  United  States. 
Composition  and  Declamation. 
Philosophy  and  Naiurat  History. 
Nat.  and  Experim.  Philosophy. 
Elements  of  General  History. 
Algebra  and  Geometry. 

A  philosophical  apparatus  is  furnished  to  all  these  schools,  by 
which  natural  and  experimental  philosophy  is  illustrated ;  and  the 
Bible  is  read  by  each  class  frequently. 

Besides  these  grammar  schools,  there  is  an  English  High  School 
which  was  instituted  b  1821,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the 

Kung  men  of  the  city,  who  are  not  intended  for  a  collegiate  course, 
t  who  have  enjoyed  the  usual  advantages  of  the  other  public 
schools,  with  the  means  of  completing  a  good  English  education. 
Pupils  may  enter  this  school  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  remain  there 
till  eighteen,  during  which  period  they  receive  instruction  in  the 
elements  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy,  with  their  appli- 
eatioft  to  the  sciences  and  the  arts;  in  grammar,  rhetoric,  and  the 


* 
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belles  lettres ;  in  moral  philosophy,  in  civil  history,  and  in  the  French 
language.  The  teachers  must  all  have  had  a  collegiate  education, 
and  be  in  number  as  one  to  every  thirty-five  pupils.  There  is  an 
excellent  apparatus  for  philosophical  experiments.  The  pupils  to 
be  admitted  must  bring  certificates  of  intellectual  attainments  and 
good  moral  conduct  from  their  previous  masters.  The  books  used 
are  the  followins: : 


o 

Worcester's  Ancient  Geography. 
Worcesler's  General  History. 
Colburn's  or  Baily's  Algebra. 
Legendre^s  Geometry. 
Blaif  s  Rhetoric. 
Paley's  Moral  Philosophy. 


Works  on  Chj'mistry. 
Trigonometry  and  Astronomy. 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Practice  of  Linear  Drawing. 
Palcy's  Natural  Theology. 
Logic  and  Intellectual  Philosophy. 


The  Latin  Grammar  School  is  still  a  degpree  beyond  the  English 
High  School.     In  this  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  are  taught,         ^ 
and  scholars  are  fitted  for  the  University.     Mathematics,  geogra- 
phy, history,  declamation,  and  English  composition  are  also  care- 
^    fully  attended  to.    Boys  may  enter  this  school  as  early  as  ten  years 

of  age,  or  as  late  as  fifteen,  but  they  cannot  remain  longer  than  ^ 

five  years  as  pupils.  Certificates  of  qualification  and  good  moral 
conduct  are  required,  as  in  the  English  High  School  The  books 
used  are  the  following : 

Stoddan*s  Latin  Grammar. 


Viri  Homa;. 

Andre  W8*8  Latin  Reader. 

DiHaway's  Mythology. 

DilUway*8  Roman  Antiquities. 

Wilson's  Sallust. 

Cleveland's  Greek  Antiquities. 

Cicero's  Select  Orations. 

Gould's  Virgil. 

Jacobs's  Greek  Reader. 

Fisk's  Greek  Exercises. 


Phxdri  Fabula:  Expurgate. 

Cornelius  Nepos. 

Caesar's  Commentaries. 

Excerpta  ex  Ovidio. 

Greek  Delectus. 

Leverett's  Juvenal. 

Gould's  Florace. 

Homer's  Iliad. 

Greek  Testament. 

Xenophon's  Anabasis. 

Paley's  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

The  pupils  a»e  also  frequently  exercised  in  arithmetic,  geography, 
algebra,  geometry,  and  trigonometry,  as  \vell  as  in  translations  and 
composition  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages ;  and  no  English 
editions  or  interpretations,  or  keys  to  any  of  the  authors,  are  per- 
mitted in  the  school  They  are  examined  also  in  Starling's  Cate- 
chism of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unite<l  States,  and  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Old  and  N^w  Testaments. 

The  higher  branches  cf  education  are  reserved  for  Han'ard  Col- 
lege, or  the  University  of  Cambridge,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  with- 
in four  miles  of  Boston,  across  one  of  the  bridges  leading  to  Charles- 
town,  and  may  now  be  almost  regarded  as  a  part  of  Boston  itself, 
from  the  facility  of  access  of  omnibuses  and  other  public  convey- 
ances. This  institution  was  established  so  long  ago  as  the  year 
1636,  and  is  named  after  the  Rev.  John  Han'ard,  who  was  the  first 
to  make  a  donation  to  its  funds,  of  JC780  sterling.  Since  then  the 
donations  have  been  considerable,  so  that  it  has  now  a  permanent 
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fund  of  $600/X>0  in  property,  and  an  income  of  more  than  $23,000 
per  annum,  beadea  the  fees  of  the  students  and  graduates.  The 
college  buildings  are  agreeably  situated,  and  surrounded  with 
lawns  and  trees.  University  Hall,  which  is  built  of  granite,  is  140 
feet  long  by  50  broad,  and  42  feet  high.  The  separate  colleges, 
of  which  there  are  six,  are  of  brick,  but  substantially  built,  and  fur- 
nished with  every  requisite  accommodatioD,  as  well  as  with  a  li- 
brary of  30,000  volumes,  and  a  most  complete  philosophical  ap- 
paratus for  experiments. 

The  readences  of  the  professors  are  separate  buildings,  in  the 
▼ilia  style,  near  the  colleges ;  and  the  viluge  itself  in  wMch  the 
whole  are  seated,  is  extremely  pret^. 
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There  are  usually  about  400  students  in  the  Univeraty ;  and  the 
president,  as  well  as  the  professors  generally,  are  highly  respected 
lot  their  learning,  virtue,  and  high  character  as  citisens  and  men. 

Attached  to  the  University  is  a  Medical  College  in  BostoD,  at 
which  lectures  are  given  by  the  most  eminent  profesors  in  anatiH 
my  and  surgery ;  and  not  less  than  400  students,  partly  from  the 
University  anil  partly  from  the  country,  come  up  to  attend  these  ia 
tiie  winter.  The  museum,  formed  and  classified  chiefly  by  Dr. 
Warren,  one  of  the  principal  phyacians  of  Boston,  and  lecturer  of 
the  institution,  is  one  of  the  best  I  remember  for  the  extent  and 
Taiiet}-  of  its  anatomical  preparations,  and  the  exquisite  skill  with 
wluch  some  of  those  in  wax  are  executed.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
vinting  it  under  great  advantages,  and  have  rarely  been  more  high- 


ly gratified. 

Ihad  an  opportunity  a! 
Cumbiidge,  of  which  there  are  three  in  the  year,  beudes  the  anni- 


I  had  an  opportunity  also  of  attending  one  of  the  exhibitions  at 


^',  called  the  *'  Commencement,"  which  takes  place  ia  Au- 
got;  and  I  waa  much  pleased  with  the  gentlemanly  appearance  and 
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manners  of  the  students,  as  u^ell  as  with  the  perfection  of  their  ex- 
ercises. We  dined  afterward  with  the  president,  Mr.  Quincy,  the 
governor  of  the  state,  Mr.  Everett,  the  ex-president  of  the  Linited 
States,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  other  friends  and  official  guanli- 
ans  of  the  institution,  and  were  much  delighted  with  our  visit 
The  number  of  auditors  who  attended  the  exhibition  amounted  to 
about  300,  among  whom  the  ladies  were  as  numerous  as  the  gen- 
tlemen; and  the  following  was  the  order  of  the  exercises: 

"  Latin  Oration,  De  Festis  diebus  qui  nostra  in  Ihiiversitate  celebran- 
tur.  English  Version,  The  Real  State  of  France.  Latin  Diaiosue, 
Procida  and  Raimond.  Conference,  Histor>',  Biography,  and  Fiction. 
Greek  Version,  Extract  from  a  Speech  of  Tiberius  Gracchus.  Collo* 
quy,  How  far  the  Right  should  be  controlled  by  the  Expedient.  Latin 
Version,  Orationis  Josephi  Story  apud  Societatem  P.  B.  K.  habita;  pars.  ■ 
Forensic  Disputation,  Whether  a  Want  of  Reverence  be  justly  chaife- 
able  on  our  Age  and  Country.  Greek  Dialogue,  Eurylochus  and  Melan- 
thus.  Dissertation,  Public  Opinion  as  a  Standard  of  Right.  MathemaU^. 
ical  Exercises,  The  Construction  of  Charts,  Rotary  Motion  derived  from 
the  Electro-Magnetic  Forces,  Properties  of  the  Cycloid,  Meteors,  Use 
of  Infinitely^mall  Quantities  in  Mathematical  Investigations.  English 
Oration,  ^lodem  Patriotism.^' 

I  believe  that  neither  Oxford  nor  Cambridge  in  Old  England 
would  have  been  ashamed  of  their  own  students  if  they  had  been 
the  actors,  and  had  acquitted  themselves  as  well  as  these  youths  of 
New-England  did  on  this  occasion ;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  as  high 
praise  as  any  English  auditor  could  bestow. 

Notwithstanding  these  ample  means  of  education,  from  the  pri- 
mary schools  to  the  University,  means  in  which  America  is  sur- 
passed by  no  nation  on  the  globe  excepting  only  Prussia,  there  is 
yet  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  leading  men  in  society  to  do 
more.  Inaeed,  where  5000  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
sixteen,  in  such  a  city  as  Boston,  attend  no  school  at  all,  there  must, 
of  course,  be  ample  room  for  improvement,  though  this  is,  perhaps, 
a  smaller  number  of  uneducated  children  out  of  a  population  of 
80,000  than  any  city  in  Europe,  those  of  Prussia  alone  excepted, 
could  present.  In  consequence  of  this,  public  meetings  are  contin- 
ually held,  to  awaken  public  feeling  to  the  importance  of  using  ad- 
ditional means,  so  as  to  extend  education  to  all  children,  and  to 
train,  by  normal  schools,  the  teachers  with  more  care.  One  of  the 
most  recent  meetings  of  this  kind  was  held  at  Worcester  during 
my  stay  in  Boston.  Governor  Everett,  Daniel  Webster,  and  Mr. 
John  Quincy  Adams  were  among  the  speakers;  and  the  following 
short  extract  from  the  speech  of  the  last-named  gentleman  is  so 
good  and  so  characteristic,  that  I  venture  to  transcribe  it. 

''The  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams  said  he  had  noticed  the  organization  of 
the  Board  of  Kducation,  the  reports,  and  improvements  in  those  re- 
ports. He  had  examined  the  subject  of  late,  and  he  thought  the  move- 
ments in  this  country  by  the  friends  of  education  had  been  deliberate, 
and  wise,  and  Christian;  and  he  thought  the  plan  contemplated  by  the 
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very  important  resolution  before  the  meeting  could  not  but  find  favour 
with  every  one  who  would  examine  and  comprehend  it.  We  see  mon- 
archs  expending  vast  sums,  estabUahing  normal  schools  through  their 
realms,  and  sparing  no  pains  to  convey  knowledge  and  efficiency  to  all 
the  children  of  their  poorest  subjects.  Shall  we  be  outdone  by  kings  f 
Shall  monarchies  steal  a  march  on  republics  in  the  patronase  of  Uiat 
education  on  which  a  republic  is  based  ?  On  this  great  and  glorious 
cause  let  us  expend  freely,  yes,  more  freely  than  on  any  other.  There 
was  one  usage,  he  added,  in  the  ancient  republic  of  Sparta,  which  now 
occurred  to  liim,  and  which  filled  his  mind  with  this  pleasing  idea,  viz., 
that  these  endeavours  of  ours  for  the  fit  education  of  all  our  children 
would  be  the  means  of  raising  up  a  generation  around  us  which  would 
be  superior  to  ourselves.  The  usage  alluded  to  was  this:  the  inhiUn- 
tants  of  the  city  on  a  certain  day  collected  togiaOier  and  marched  in  pro- 
cession^  dividing  themselves  into  three  companies,  the  old,  the  middle- 
aged,  and  the  young.  When  assembled  for  the  sports  and  exercises,  a 
dramatic  scene  was  introduced,  and  the  three  parties  had  each  a  speak- 
tt;  and  Plutarch  gives  the  form  of  phraseolo^^  used  in  the  several  ad- 
jJrBMes  on  the  occasion.  The  old  men  speak  first;  and,  addressing 
beneath  them  in  age,  they  say, 

*  We  hare  been,  in  dsTt  of  old. 
Wise  and  geoeroua,  bimve  and  bold.' 

Then  come  the  middle-aged,  and,  casting  a  triumphant  look  at  their  se- 
niors, say  to  them, 

*  That  which  in  days  of  yore  ye  were, 
We  at  the  present  moment  are.' 

Lastly  march  forth  the  children,  and,  looking  bravely  upon  both  compa« 
Dies  who  had  spoken,  they  shout  forth  thus  : 

*  Hereafter  at  our  country's  call, 
We  promise  to  surpass  you  aU.'  " 


WdMMe 


CHAPTER  XXXm. 

Periodical  Literature  of  Boston.  —  Statistics  of  the  Public  Journals.  —  Qnaiterly  nd 
Monthly  Publications —Newspaper  Press.  —  Partisanship.— Examples  of  Political 
Exaggeration.— -Opposition  or  Indifference  to  Abolitionism.  —  Morals  and  Mannert 
turned  to  Party  Account.— Scenes  in  Boston  Theatre  and  on  the  Bridges. 

Thb  periodical  literature  of  Boston  is  more  varied  and  extenave 
than  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  Union,  though  the  operations  of 
its  publishers  are  not  so  large  as  those  of  the  same  class  of  persons 
in  New-York  and  Philadelphia.  Among  the  best  penodicals  may 
be  mentioned  the  North  American  Review,  published  quarterly, 
and  the  Christian  Examiner,  published  every  two  months.  There 
are,  however,  besides  these,  four  large  periodicals,  published  quar- 
terly, and  at  intervals  of  two  months ;  twelve  monthly  magazmes, 
including  a  horticultural,  an  educational,  and  several  religious 
journals ;  a  medical  journal  weekly,  and  several  literary  and  reli- 
gious newpapers  published  weekly  also.    The  newspapers  include 
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10  daily,  of  vrllch  8  are  morning  and  2  evening  papers,  8  semi- 
veekly  and  24  weekly,  exclusiye  of  The  Yankee  Farmer,  an  agri* 
cultural  paper,  and  Tne  Liberator,  an  abolition  paper ;  and,  upon 
the  average  of  the  whole,  the  circulation  may  be  estimated  at  2600 
each,  some  having  a  circulation  of  5000,  and  some  not  more  than 
1000.  This  would  give  an  aggregate  of  153,000  copies  per  week 
for  the  10  daily  publications,  40,000  per  week  for  8  semi-weekly 
papers,  and  60,000  per  week  for  the  24  weekly  papers,  or  an  ag- 
gregate of  253,000  copies  per  week  in  a  population  of  80,0^  - 
persons,  exclusive  of  the  monthly  and  quarterly  journals ;  a  pro- 
portion, it  is  believed,  which  exceeds  that  of  any  other  ci^  in  the 
world. 

The  quarterly  and  monthly  publications  are  conducted  with  great 
ability,  and  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  fai^iess,  and  candour.  TUift 
praise  cannot,  however,  in  justice  be  bestowed  on  the  greater  nam- 
Der  of  the  daily  and  weekly  papers.  They  partake  of  all  the  fe^dl- 
^  bleness  and  inefficiency  of  the  newspaper  press  of  the  country  gen- 
'^  erallv,  while  they  are  mferior  in  original  intelligence  to  the  papers 
of  New-York,  though  in  the  spirit  of  partisanship  they  surpass  all 
their  contemporaries.  Relying  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  on  their  ad- 
vertisements for  support,  and  these  being  furnished  by  persons  en- 
5 aged  in  the  mercantile  and  trading  operations,  they  can  hardly 
are  ofiend  those  on  whom  they  are  so  dependant  by  advocating 
what  is  unpopular  with  them.  Hence  they  are  almost  all  Whigs 
in  their  politics,  and  nearly  all  opposed  to  the  recent  law  ibr  re- 
straining the  retailing  of  spirituous  liquors  in  quantities  of  len  than 
15  gallons,  because  sdl  the  importers,  manufacturers,  and  aellers  of 
this  article  will  have  their  profits  lessened  by  it.  One  paper  alone 
out  of  all  the  daily  press,  the  Mercantile  Journal,  had  the  courage 
to  run  counter  to  its  contemporaries  in  this  matter,  and  was  severe- 
ly handled  by  the  rest  for  so  doing.  Its  reply  to  these  attacks  was 
at  once  calm,  dignified,  and  unanswerable,  because  it  exposed  the 
vulnerable  point  of  its  enemies  in  a  manner  of  which  all  men  saw 
the  force  and  applicability.  The  following  is  the  short  paragraph 
in  which  they  notice  the  subject : 

**  The  editors  of  the  Centinel  and  Gazette  think  it  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance that  the  Mercantile  Journal  is  the  only  Whig  paper  which 
has  yet  arrayed  itself  against  the  proscriptive  measures  of  the  Conven- 
tion. It  may  at  first  appear  somewhat  remarkable  that  a  wise,  a  just, 
and  expedient  law  (the  law  for  restraining  the  sale  of  spirits  in  smaller 
quantities  than  15  gallons,  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  all  retail  or  dram 
shops),  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  tend  to  promote  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  to  an  extent  sur- 
passing that  of  any  law  ever  enacted  by  our  Legislature,  should  not  re- 
ceive, not  only  the  approval,  but  the  earnest  support  of  the  whole  news- 
paper press  throughout  the  state.  But  we  all  know  the  influence  which 
self-interest  ordinarily  exercises  over  the  human  mind:  a  person  is 
proverbially  unwilling  to  believe  that  an  action  which  militates  against 
Ms  individual  interest  can  be  just,  righteous,  or  expedient;  and  by  ex- 
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amioing  the  advertising  colunans  of  most  of  the  newspapers  in  this  city,  intf 
a  key  may  be  furnished  which  may  solve  the  enigma,  provided  no  other  ^^ 
solution  can  be  found.**  ^' 

Of  the  spirit  of  partisanship  in  which  the  new^apers  are  con-  w 
ducted,  a  hundred  proofs  might  be  given ;  for  every  paper  on  l)oth 
sides  furnishes  continual  evidence  of  this ;  but  one  specimen  will 
suffice.  It  is  taken  from  the  Boston  Courier,  one  of  the  leading 
morning  papers,  of  Oct  31,  and  is  by  no  means  the  worst  of  its 
kind.    It  is  as  follows : 

• 

'*  Tug  Elections. — The  time  is  now  close  at  hand  when  the  people 
of  this  state  are  to  be  called  upon  to  exerciaa,  that  most  precious  and 
important  right  of  freemen,  the  choice  of  thnr  rulers  and  representa- 
tives. The  coming  election  puts  it  in  the  power  of  every  man  to  mark 
liis  disapprobation  or  approval  of  the  party  who  have,  for  nine  years 
Mst,  ruled  over  this  country,  and  made  it  the  scene  and  the  subject  of 
m  most  wanton,  reckless,  and  disastrous  experiments  ever  conceived 
hnman  folly  or  practised  by  human  wickedness.  The  party  who 
1  the  reins  of  the  federal  government  now  call  upon  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  continue  them  in  power.  What  have  the  party  ^ 
done  to  merit  such  a  reward  ?    They  have  done  all  these  things : 

"  In  the  name  of  Liberty  they  have  tyrannized  over  the  land :  o^ 
pressed  the  people ;  set  up  a  despotic,  haughty,  arrogant,  and  overbear- 
ing military  chieftain,  and  called  upon  a  nation  of  freemen  to  bow  the 
knee  to  their  master. 

"  In  the  name  of  Democracy  they  have  organized  a  cabal  of  selfish, 
avaricioas,  unprincipled  office-holders,  who  have  monopolized  the  pow- 
er, iaflaanee,  and  revenues  of  the  nation ;  proscribed  all  freedom  of 
thooghtJUid  action,  and  driven  the  obedient  slaves  in  their  ranks  hith- 
er and  nUther,  at  the  word  of  command. 

*'In  the  name  of  Reform  they  have  turned  all  honest  men  out  of 
office,  and  filled  their  places  with  knaves,  profligates,  cheats,  swind- 
lers, and  desperadoes. 

'*  In  the  name  of  Retrenchment  they  have  doubled  and  tripled  the 
national  expenses. 

**  In  the  name  of  Eouality  they  have  set  on  foot  machinations  to  per- 
petuate all  rule  and  dominion  in  their  own  hands,  and  trample  under 
foot  the  dearest  rights  of  our  citizens ;  they  have  widened  the  ordinary 
distinctions  between  the  different  classes  of  society,  and  pursued  de- 
liberate schemes  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 

^'  In  the  name  of  Government  they  have  violated  law,  constitution, 
and  equity ;  stolen  the  people's  money,  and  squandered  it  upon  their 
hirelings  and  adulators. 

"  In  the  name  of  Patriotism  they  have  souglit  nothing  but  the  eleva- 
tion to  power  of  a  few  selfish,  greedy,  and  designing  political  knaves, 
and  the  aggrandizement  of  their  own  desperate  and  unprincipled  faction. 

"  In  the  narhe  of  the  People  they  have  vetoed  the  public  will,  spum- 
ed the  people's  petitions,  the  people's  wishes,  and  the  people's  com- 
plaints, ana  laughed  to  scorn  the  people's  sufferings.    In  the  name  of 
the  people  they  have  abused  the  nation  with  more  insult  and  grinding 
^oppression  than  has  been  perpetrated  in  the  same  time  in  the  most 
"^despotic  monarchy  in  Europe. 

"  If  the  people  of  the  United  States  wish  for  the  renewal  or  the  per- 
petuation of  all  these  indignities,  they  have  only  to  continue  these  men  * 
in  power.    They  are  men  who  will  certainly  repeat  all  their  follies  and 
all  their  iniquities,  for  they  are  neither  wiser  nor  more  honest  than  they 
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were  at  first.  The^  are  too  dull  to  learn  airjrthing  by  experience,  and 
loo  deeply  dipped  in  corruption  and  fraud  to  leave  any  hope  of  their 
repentance.    In  the  miry  slough  of  political  profligacy,  they  lutve 

SteppM  in  so  &r,  that,  should  they  wade  no  taaitf 
Returning  were  as  tedious  as  go  o*er. 

** These  are  plain  facts,  stated  in  plain  language;  there  needs  no 
ihetoric  to  make  them  eflfective ;  and  with  these  facts  in  mind,  we  ask 
bow  any  man  can,  with  an  honest  conscience,  give  his  support  to  the 
men  who  have  perpetrated,  wilfully  and  deliberately,  all  these  misdeeds. 
9Bd  the  party  who  deliberately  sanction  them  1  People  of  the  United 
States,  which  do  you  choose :  honest  men  and  an  honest  Whig  govern- 
ment 1  or  Jacksons  and  Bentons,  and  Tory  corruption,  Tory  misrule, 
Tory  experiments,  and  the  consummation  of  Toryism,  calamity  and 
disgrace  1^ 

The  droll  part  of  all  this  is,  that  the  extreme  Radicals^  or  the 
only  truly  Democratic  party  in  the  United  States  which  recoraisef 
the  will  of  the  majority,  and  are  advocates  of  imiversal  sumrage^ 
are  called  " Tories^"  and  the  Conservative  or  Aristocratical  partj, 
who  call  the  people  **  the  rabble,"  and  designate  the  Democrats  at 
agrarians,  levellers,  Jacobins,  and  so  on,  who  are  opposed  to  uni- 
versal suffrage,  and  who  demand  a  property  qualification  for  voters, 
ihese  call  themselves  '*  Whigs.'' 

The  despotism  of  the  government  must  be  very  mild  indeed, 
when  such  articles  as  these  can  be  printed  in  half  the  newspapeis 
of  the  Union,  and  no  editor  banished,  as  in  India,  no  newspaper 
seized  and  suppressed,  as  in  France,  and  no  criminal  infonmition 
filed  by  a  state  attomej-^eneral,  as  in  England.  The  ^f^faqK)- 
tism"  eicists  wholly  in  the  imaginations  of  the  defeated  and  aisap- 
pcHnted  party.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  more  of  Kber^ 
they  would  have  tkan  they  now  enjoy.  Each  state  has  its  separate 
aoyereignty,  and  by  universal  suffrage,  or  nearly  so,  all  the  mem- 
bers of  its  Uiiper  and  Lower  House  are  elected,  and  its  governor 
chosen.  Np  wws  can  be  made  or  taxes  imposed  without  their  con- 
sent ;  and  freedom  of  the  press  and  trial  by  jury  exist  in  their  great- 
est yigoor ;  while  all  opinions  on  political  or  religious  subjects  are 
as  fire^,  and  persons  and  property  as  perfectly  protected,  as  in  any 
couatry  that  ever  existed ;  so  that,  if  the  present  administration  were 
removed  to-morrow,  and  another  planted  in  its  place,  not  a  single 
additional  liberty,  civil,  political,  or  religious,  could  be  granted  to 
the  people. 

Just  as  idle  and  as  groundless  are  their  alarms  about  existing 
distress,  and  their  predictions  of  inevitable  ruin.  This  cry  has 
been  raised  so  often  for  party  purposes  in  England,  in  France,  and 
America,  that  few  thinking  people  now  heecT  it  as  anything  more 
than  the  ravings  of  a  party  out  of  office,  which  cease  the  moment 
they  get  into  power.  The  agriculture  of  America  is  flourishing^  its 
commerce  active,  its  shipping  all  fully  employed,  and  its  manuiac- 
tures  thriving.  There  is  no  coimtrv  in  which  a  larger  proportion 
of  wealth  is  diffused  among  a  similar  number  of  persons.    Many 
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are  opulent,  all  are  possessed  of  competency,  and  few  or  none  sof*  uj 
fer  from  actual  want  Wages  in  every  department  are  hirii,  food  ^ 
is  abundant  and  cheap.  There  are  no  artisans  out  of  employment  ^ 
in  large  masses,  no  poor  clamouring  for  parochial  relief,  and  no 
beggars.  The  churches  are  filled  with  elegantly-dressed  people ; 
the  theatres  and  concerts  are  crowded ;  the  lecture-rooms  are  filled ; 
the  hotels  and  boarding-houses  are  thriving;  the  railroads  and 
steamboats  are  filled  at  every  trip ;  benevolent  objects  are  support- 
ed by  munificent  subscriptions ;  and  private  parties  are  thronged 
with  the  gay  and  the  fashionable  in  every  quarter.  And  yet,  in 
the  face  of  all  this,  the  Whig  newspapers  insist  upon  it  that  the 
nation  is  hastening  on  at  a  rapid  rate  to  ruin,  calamity,  and  i&«- 
•  grace ;  though,  if  their  party  were  to  come  in  to-morrow,  their  note 
would  be  changed  before  a  single  month  were  over,  and  they 
%ould  then  find  America  to  be  the'fireest,  happiest,  and  best-gor- 
4ttned  country  in  the  world,  because  their  party  were  at  the  helm 
«*i-and  they  are  infallible ! 

Another  remarkable  feature  of  the  newspapers  of  this  class  is,  the 
indifference,  if  not  approbation,  with  which  they  look  upon  all  the 
attempts  made  to  put  down  freedom  of  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
slavery ;  they  do  not  think  this  "  despotism'^  any  infringement  upon 
liberty,  because  it  relates  to  another  class  of  their  fellow-men.  The 
tyrann?  of  the  whites  over  the  blacks  they  justify  or  excuse,  on  the 
gromia  of  its  being  a  right  guarantied  by  the  Constitution,  and,  if 
not  jjdtkf  at  least  expedient  The  despot^  of  the  anti-abolition- 
ists over  those  who  are  in  favour  of  emancipation  is  also  applaud- 
ed by  some,  justified  by  others,  and  excused  or  winked  at  by  near* 
ty  all.  But  so  one-sided  and  oblique  is  their  vWion  in  all  matters 
of  politics  and  government,  that,  while  they  rave  at  an  imaginary 
despotism  of  the  president  and  his  supporters,  whidk  has  no  exist-  ' 
ence  but  in  their  disordered  imaginations,  they  are  pibcfectly  blind 
to  the  real  despotism  exercised  by  a  race  boasting  to  lovi  freedom, 
and  declaring  m  their  Constitution  that  ^'  all  men  are  born  equal,'' 
over  a  race  whom  they  continue,  against  all  remonstrance,  ^xain- 
ple,  and  appeal,  still  to  keep  enslaved.  The  following  paragmph 
IS  from  the  Boston  Morning  Herald  of  October  31 : 

"Anti-Aboution. — The  second  attempt  of  the  abolition  lecturer, 
named  Colvert,  to  deliver  a  lecture  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  has  ended 
in  smoke.  The  reverend  gentleman  concluded  it  unsafe  to  venture 
another  trial,  according  to  his  previous  announcement.  His  effigy  was 
carted  about  the  streets  by  the  multitude  (among  which  were  many  per- 
sons^ from  the  neighbouring  towns),  and  finally  burned !  A  few  niffhts 
imious,  he  got  possession  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bethel, 
1  Connecticat,  through  the  management  of  one  of  the  deacons,  named 
Seth  Seelye,  although  the  largest  portion  of  the  church  were  opposed 
to  it.  A  few  women  and  children  attended ;  the  multitude  on  the  out- 
aide  stoued  the  building,  rang  the  bell,  &c.  The  majority  of  the  con- 
n'egation  left  before  he  had  finished  his  lecture.  Mr.  Seelye,  having 
the  keys,  ^kook  the  responsibility'  upon  himself  to  open  it  to  the  rev- 
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oimd  lecturer,  although  agaiiut  the  expressed  will  of  the  majority  of 
the  charch  members." 

Abundant  specimens  might  be  offered,  to  show  the  manner  in 
which  the  American  press  is  disposed  to  turn  almost  every  striking 
incident  to  political  account,  to  soften  down  all  frauds  and  immo« 
ralides  committed  by  men  of  their  own  party,  and  to  put  forth  in 
the  most  prominent  lieht  all  similar  acts  when  committed  by  their 
opponents.  If  a  bant  stops  payment,  the  main  object  of  mquirj 
with  the  newspapers  is,  whether  the  directors  were  Whigs  or  Dem* 
ocrats.  If  a  treasury  defaulter  runs  off  with  a  larse  sum,  it  is  sure 
to  be  attributed  to  his  Whig  or  Democratic  pofitics ;  neither  of 
them  caring  a  straw  about  the  immorali^  of  the  act,  but  each  be- 
ing anxious  to  obtain  a  party  triumpL 

While  incidents  like  these  are  recorded  without  a  comment,  and 
this  really  deep  stain  on  the  morals  as  well  as  manners  of  a  natiqa 
ezdtes  only  a  moment's  attention,  matters  of  nunor  import  obtain 
a  larger  share  of  space  and  comment  Some  of  these  are  such  ai 
no  English  traveller  would  be  forgiven  for  saying,  and  it  would  be 
imputed  to  his  malice,  or  envy,  or  jealousy,  if  he  <Ud  so ;  but,  when 
the  Americans  speak  thus  of  themselves,  it  may  be  well  to  record 
it    Here  is  a  paragraph  from  the  Evening  Gazette  of  October  27 : 

^  Hats  in  the  Drbss  Circlb. — We  shall  reaUy  be  compelled  to  invito 
Bfadame  Trollope  to  pay  the  country  another  visit,  if  our  young  men  do 
not  amend  some  of  their  uncouth  practices.  Among  these,  one  of  the 
most  public,  and,  therefore,  most  generally  displeasing,  is  the  bpfail  of 
wearing  hats  in  the  dress  circle  of  the  theatre ;  and  some  old  men  too, 
we  perceive,  indulge  in  the  same  breach  of  good  manners,  for  il  is  no 
less.  The  very  fact  that  one  part  of  the  house  is  distinguished  from 
the  others  by  the  name '  dress  circle,'  should  advise  people  that  in  that 
part  at  least  they  should  not  demean  themselves  as  if  in  the  streets. 
No  one  would  think  of  entering  a  ballroom  in  Wellington  boots  and  a 
wrap-rascal,  yet  the  one  offence  against  etiquette  is  no  more  frequent  than 
the  other.  There  is  another  trick  which  we  would  gladly  see  abolish- 
ed, that  of  chewing  tobacco  in  the  house.  We  dare  say  the  partakers 
of  the  weed  derive  great  enjoyment  therefrom,  but  it  is  more  than  a 
little  selfish  in  them  to  put  everybody  to  inconvenience  on  their  ao» 
count.  A  neat  man  not  a  chewer,  or  a  lady,  feels  in  complete  miseir 
when  the  vicinity  of  a  devotee  of  the  Indian  weed  is  discovered.  It  le 
not  the  smell  of  the  article  alone  that  is  offensive,  but  the  fear  of  cloth 
and  dresses  stained  and  spoiled.  Our  gallants  must  look  to  these 
things." 

As  a  faithful  delineation  of  one  striking  feature  of  the  American 
character — the  haste  with  which  everything  is  despatched — ^though 
there  is  less  of  this  in  Boston  than  in  New- York,  the  foUowing  ar- 
ticle may  be  woitii  transcribing.  It  is  from  the  Mercantile  Jontnal 
of  October  31,  mli  says  what  no  English  traveller  would  venture 
to  say  without  being  described  as  a  libeller.    It  is  this  : 

''  Daily  SctNts  on  Warren  Bridos. — There  is  probably  no  people 
mehre  industrious  than  the  New-Englanders.  They  seem  to  have  care- 
flilly  conned  Dr.  Franklin's  admirable  lessons  on  the  value  of  time. 
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There  are  among  us  no  men  of  leisure ;  all  are  occupied ;  and,  whaterer 
their  particular  enjoyments  or  pleasures  may  be,  they  pursue  them  with 
an  enthusiasm  and  an  earnestness  truly  astonishing.  *  No  time  must 
be  lost'  appears  to  be  the  universal  maxim ;  and  for  this  reason  they 
bolt  their  food  and  complain  of  dyspepsy ;  hurry  through  the  streets  as 
if  the  fate  of  the  woiid  depended  on  their  exertions,  or  drive  like  Jehus 
^ut  the  country,  as  if  racing  against  time,  and  complain  of  the  dul- 
ness  of  railroad  travelling  when  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  only  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  When  arrived  at  the  end  of  their  journey,  aU  are  anx- 
ious to  be  the  first  to  get  out  of  the  vehicle ;  many  shoves  are  nven  or 
received,  and  many  hats  or  bonnets  are  fearfuUy  compressed.  The 
same  scene  is  witnessed  at  the  close  of  the  services  in  a  church ;  the 
moment  the  benediction  is  pronounced^  a  rush  is  made  by  the  male 
members  of  the  congregation  for  the  door,  and  a  scene  of  great  disorder 
and  confusion  ensues.  A  similar  exhibition  is  witnessed  in  a  lecture- 
room  ;  each  person  is  so  reluctant  to  lose  only  two  or  three  minutes 
of  time,  that  he  presses  forward  with  a  perseverance  and  a  disregard  of 
obstacles  which  would  better  become  a  oetter  cause. 

**  But  perhaps  the  best  illustration  of  the  value  which  the  Yankees  at- 
tach to  time  may  be  witnessed  in  passing  one  of  the  large  bridges  which 
connect  Boston  with  the  adjacent  country  when  the  draw  is  about  to  be 
raised.  We  have  often  witnessed  the  bustle  incident  to  such  an  occa- 
aion  on  Warren  Bridge,  the  great  thoroughfare  to  Charlestown,  and 
have  derived  no  little  amusement  therefrom.  When  preparations  for 
raising  the  draw,  that  a  vessel  may  pass  through,  are  seen  from  afar, 
anxiety  and  alarm  are  strongly  depicted  on  every  countenance,  for  each 
one  fears  that  he  may  be  left  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  draw,  and  thus 
be  compelled  to  sacrifice  from  three  to  ^ve  minutes  of  his  valuable  time, 
when  a  scrub-race  commences  amonf  the  pedestrians,  and  feats  of  agil- 
ity are  practised  which  are  truly  wonderful  to  behold.  A  looker  on,  who 
was  not  in  the  secret,  would  suppose  that  a  sudden  mania,  a  simultane« 
ous  and  instinctive  impulse  to  take  the  most  violent  muscular  exercise, 
was  felt  by  every  individual  on  the  bridge,  without  regard  to  age,  sex,  or 
occupation.  The  youth  of  sixteen  is  seen  straining  every  muscle,  appa- 
rently, to  keep  pace  with  some  grave  old  gentleman  of  threescore  years 
and  ten,  and  is  not  unfreq^uently  beaten  in  the  race ;  blooming  damsels 
and  sage  matrons,  the  finical  dandy  and  the  ragged  loafer,  the  thought- 
less buffoon  and  the  sedate  clergyman,  all  seem  to  be  actuated  by  the 
same  emulative  spirit,  and  press  forward  with  a  zeal  and  activity  which 
excites  the  marvel  of  the  by-stander,  who  does  not  feel  inclined  to  con- 
test the  prize.  One  would  think  that,  like  Burns^s  Tarn  0*Shanter,  they 
deemed  that  some  fierce  and  malignant  spirit  was  in  full  pursuit,  and 
that  not  merely  five  minutes  of  time,  but  health,  famot  happiness,  ay, 
life  itself,  depended  on  reaching  the  keystone  of  the  bridge  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch." 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Proportions  of  Charchet  to  each  Sect.— Hiatorical  Peculiaritiea.— Umttriam,  Pretbfta* 
nana,  Catholics,  Universaliata,  Old  South  Church.— King'a  Chapel— A ndeot  Peal  of 
Bella.— Revolutaonanr  Sermona.— Pirat  SDndav-achooL— Roman  Catholic  Worship- 
pers.—ConveotSL—Nnnnenes.— Influence  on  Pupils.— Bethel  Church  for  Seamen- 
Preaching  of  Father  Tavlor.— Chapel  excluidvely  for  Children.— Aujiliariea  of  £da* 
cation  and  Indoatry.— Chapel  for  the  free  Uae  of  the  Poor.— Chapel  for  relipona  audi 
benevolent  Meetinga.— Temperance  Hotel— Churches.— Clergy.— Servicea.—liiiBia 
mod  Singing. 

The  diurches  of  Boston  are  very  numerous,  and  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  religious  opinions  of  the  clergy  and 
their  congregations  are  among  the  most  remarkable  that  are  to  b6 
found  in  any  part  of  the  United  States.  From  the  high  degree  of 
respect  in  which  the  character  and  office  of  a  minister  of  reli^on 
is  held  here,  Boston  ]|hs  been  called  th6  ^'  paradise  of  clergymen  f 
and  from  the  number,  wealth,  and  influence  of  the  Unita^ui 
preachers  and  hearers  here,  it  has  been  also  called  *^  the  headquar^ 
ters  of  Unitarianism."  The  statistics  of  the  several  churches,  sectsji 
and  worshippers,  carefully  compiled  from  the  most  autiientio 
sources  withm  reach,  may  be  interesting  to  many  and  instnictiTe 
to  a  few,  and  therefore  they  are  here  presented.  The  number  of 
places  of  worship  now  in  regular  and  occasional  use  in  Bostmr 
are  about  70,  of  which  60  are  constantly  filled,  and  ten  occasion- 
ally, in  a  pcmufation  of  80,000  persons,  making  nearly  one  to 
every  1000  of  its  inhabitants.  Their  relative  proportions  will  be 
seen  in  the  following  list  of  the  60  that  are  constantly  occupied : 

Unitarians 14 

Presbyterians     .    .    .    .  13 

Baptists 8 

Methodists 7 

Episcopalian 6 

Of  the  Unitarian  churches,  the  greater  number  were  originally 
either  Presbytenan  or  Episcopalian,  and  have  since  been  occupied 
by  Uaitarian  ministers.  The  change  in  opinion  took  place  in  many 
instances  while  the  clergymen  filhne  the  Episcopalian  and  Pres- 
byterian  pulpits  were  preaching  what  was  considered  orthodox 
doctrines,  though  there  was  great  caution  used  on  the  manifesta* 
tion  of  the  change,  until  a  period  arrived  which  was  thought  fa* 
vourable  to  its  development,  and  then  it  is  said  that  there  was  only, 
one  church  of  imffortance  in  all  Boston,  the  Old  South,  which  ap» 
peared  not  to  partake  of  the  change. 

At  that  period,  now  some  fifty  years  a^,  Unitarianism  might  be 
said  to  be  the  religion  of  the  majority  m  Boston ;  but  it  has  n> 
mabed  nearly  statumaiy  since  msu^  while  other  sects  have  ui* 
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Universalists 6 

Roman  Catholies    ...  4 

Swedenborgians  •    .    .    .  1 

Quakers i 
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creased  in  numbers,  so  as  to  alter  the  balance  materially.  Even 
now,  however,  the  Unitarians  have  a  greater  number  of  churches 
ttian  any  other  single  sect ;  their  preachers  are  more  eminent  for 
learning  and  eloquence,  and  their  congregations  embrace  nearly 
all  the  most  wealthy  and  influential  families  of  the  city,  while  the 
University  of  Cambridge  is  also  in  their  haids,  nearly  all  the  pro- 
fessors there  bein^  Unitarians  in  their  opinions. 

Under  the  head  of  Presbyterians  are  classed  all  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  that  are  Trinitarian  and  Calvinistic  in  opinion,  and 
are  neither  Episcopalians,  Baptists,  nor  Methodists;  but  tiiese, 
though  called  Presbyterians,  are  not  subject  to  any  (General  As- 
sembly, as  in  Scotland. 

The  Episcopalians  follow  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England, 
with  such  alterations  in  the  service  as  the  difference  of  country  and 

Srtremment  requires ;  and  in  respect  to  the  opulence  and  station  of 
eir  adherents,  they  come  next  to  the  Unitarians. 

The  Roman  Catholics  are  very  numerous,  there  being  not  less 
tfian  10,000  members  of  that  church,  or  on^  eighth  of  the  whole 
population  in  Boston. 

The  Universalists  are  also  numerous,  and  are  vearly  increasing. 
Jhe  Swedenboi^ans  are  few  in  number;  but  the  Quakers  have 
bardly  enough  to  form  even  a  small  congregation,  and  have  only 
occasional  meetings  at  irregular  intervals  of  time.  Of  Jews,  none 
appear  to  reside  here ;  at  least  no  place  of  worship  exists  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  religious  services. 

All  are  conducted  on  the  voluntary  system,  without  the  least  aid, 
either  in  patronage  or  pay,  from  the  state ;  and  in  no  city  in  the 
world  are  the  clergy  better  provided  for,  the  churches  more  com- 
modious and  comfortable,  the  congregations  more  numerous,  or  the 
harmony  and  friendly  feeling  between  the  different  sects  more  re- 
markable than  here. 

The  largest  of  all  the  churches  is  the  Old  South  Church,  Pres- 
byterian, built  in  1669,  which  stands  in  the  heart  of  the  ci^,  and 
is  used  for  religious  and  benevolent  anniversary  meetings,  as  it  is 
pupposed  capable  of  accommodating  3000  persons.  During  die 
Revolutionary  war,  the  British  dragoons  stationed  here  in  1776 
entirely  destroyed  the  interior  of  it,  by  removing  all  the  pews,  pul- 
pit, and  altar,  and  converting  it  into  a  riding-school ! 

King's  Chapel,  which  was  built  in  1686,  was,  before  the  Revo- 
lution, used  for  the  governor  and  other  public  authorities,  it  being 
tiien  an  Episcopalian  Church.  It  is  now  Unitarian,  but  still  uses 
the  Church  of  England  Liturgy,  with  slight  variations.  The  old 
English  governor's  pew,  which  was  higher  and  more  ornamented 
than  the  rest,  has  been  recently  removed,  yet  it  still  retains  the 
name  of  King's  Chapel,  by  which  it  is  generally  known.  1^  is 
tiie  more  remarkable  when  it  is  remembered  that|  in  the  fever  of 
ttie  Revolution,  the  names  of  King-street,  Queen-street|  Prince* 
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fltreety  and  so  on,  were  changed  for  names  more  agreeaUe  to  re« 
publican  ears.  King's  Chapel,  however,  haying  outlired  these 
tunes,  will  most  probably  retain  its  name  as  long  as  the  building 
Itself  shall  endure. 

Brattle-street  Church,  at  present  Unitarian,  built  in  1699,  origi- 
nated in  the  following'4^anner.  It  was  not  usual,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  history  of  Boston,  for  the  Scriptures  to  be  read  in  any  of  the 
churches  of  the  Puritans,  as  they  regarded  that  as  a  relic  of  the 
Old  Church  of  England  service,  which  they  desired  to  avoid ;  and 
the  suffrage  for  electing  a  minister  was  confined  to  the  communis 
cants,  who  were  strictly  examined  before  they  were  admitted  to  the 
sacrament  A  number  of  persons  then  united  to  form  a  church  in 
which  the  Scriptures  should  be  read  at  the  minister's  discretion,  in 
which  all  adults  who  had  been  baptized  and  contributed  to  the 
funds  of  the  church  should  have  a  vote  in  the  election  of  its  minis* 
ter,  and  in  which  all  persons  who  applied  should  be  admitted  to  the 
communion  **  without  relation  of  their  experience." 

Old  John  Hancock,  the  Revolutionary  patriot  of  1776,  whose 
signature  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  among  the  signers  of  the 
I)eclaration  of  Independence,  and  who  was  specially  excluded  from 
the  amnesty  offered  by  the  British  to  all  traitors  who  should  re* 
pent,  was  a  liberal  benefactor  to  this  church,  and  his  name  was 
engraved  on  one  of  the  corner-stones  of  the  building  in  large  let- 
ters by  some  of  his  admirers.  The  hatred,  however,  borne  to  this 
name  by  the  English  was  such,  that  it  was  defaced  by  the  British 
soldiery,  who  occupied  it  as  a  barrack  for  the  infantry,  while  the 
Old  South  Church  was  occuped  as  a  riding-school  for  the  cavalry. 
The  stone  still  remains,  with  the  mutilated  yet  honoured  name  of 
^  John  Hancock"  sufficiently  legible  to  be  traced  ;  and  on  a  slab 
in  another  part  of  the  extenor  me  name  is  again  inscribed. at  full, 
so  that  this  attempt  to  obliterate  an  honoured  name  has,  like  many 
others,  served  only  to  fix  it  deeper  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
A  shot  which  was  fired  from  the  American  batteries  at  Cambridge 
struck  the  church  wall,  and,  being  nearly  spent,  it  lodged  in  the 
brickwork  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  fell  on  the  ground.  It  was 
picked  up  and  carefully  preserved ;  and  when  the  British  were 
compelled  to  evacuate  the  town  and  permit  the  victorious  rebels  to 
march  into  it,  the  ball  was  placed  in  the  hollow  it  had  made,  se- 
curely fastened  there,  about  half  Wried  in  the  wall  and  half  pro- 
jecting from  it,  where  it  still  remains  as  a  memento  of  the  strug- 
gles by  which  the  people  of  that  diy  won  their  independence. 

Christ  Churchy  Episcopalian,  built  in  1722,  is  the  only  church  in 
Boston  that  was  famished  with  a  peal  of  bells,  which  used  to  chime 
merrily  for  several  nights  before  Christmas,  and  to  ring  out  the  old 
year  and  ring  in  the  new,  after  the  fashion  of  ^  merry  England.'^ 
litis  ancient  practice  has  lone  since  been  discontinued.  On  each 
of  these  bells,  eight  in  number,  is  a  separate  inscription,  among 
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which  are  the  following :  On  the  third  bell,  ^^  We  are  the  first  ring 
of  bells  cast  for  the  British  empire  in  North  America,  1744 :''  fouim 
belly  '*  Qod  preserye  the  Church  of  England :"  seventh  bell,  **  Sinoe 
generosity  opened  our  mouths,  our  tongues  shall  ring  aloud  its 
praise.''  The  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  £i^land  are  here  preach- 
ed with  a  more  rigid  adherence  to  the  tfai||^-nine  articles  of  the 
mother-church  than  in  any  other  pulpit  of  the  city. 

The  handsomest  steeple  in  Bo^n  is  that  of  the  Federal-street 
Church,  where  the  celebrated  Dr.  Channing,  the  Unitarian  preach- 
er, officiates ;  though  the  tower  of  the  Old  South,  of  Park-street^ 
and  seyeral  others,  are  lofty  and  imposing. 

West  Church,  built  in  1737,  was  the  one  in  which  the  cdebrap 
ted  Dr.  Mayhew  preached  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  his  ser- 
mons there  being  supposed  to  have  had  as  great  an  effect  in  pro- 
ducing resistance  to  the  oppressions  of  the  British  as  the  speeches 
of  Otis  and  the  other  popular  orators  of  the  da}^.  He  died  only  a 
few  weeks  after  delivenng  in  this  building  his  memorable  disk 
course  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  It  is  the  first  church  in 
Boston  that  adopted  the  practice  of  havinj^  a  Sunday-school  at- 
tached to  it  This  was  commenced  for  the  first  time  in  1812 ;  and 
so  extensively  has  the  example  been  followed,  that  there  is  now 
scarcely  a  church  in  the  city  that  has  not  its  special  Sabbath- 
school.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  at  these  schools  exceed  5000, 
and  the  teachers  are  not,  as  in  England,  excluavely  from  the  mid- 
dle ranks  in  society;  but  here  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  most 
opulent  merchants,  and  the  most  distinguished  families  in  the  state, 
take  an  active  personal  share  in  the  business  of  teaching,  and  may 
be  found  at  their  post  in  the  Sabbath-schools  with  as  much  regulan- 
^  as  in  their  places  of  worship.  This  church  is  one  of  the  few  in 
&)ston  which  stands  apart  from  all  sects.  Its  members  adopt  no 
other  name  than  that  of  '^  Christians."  It  professes  no  particular 
creed,  but  acknowledges  the  Scriptures,  in  the  light  in  which  each 
devout  member  of  the  Church  may  regard  it,  as  the  only  rule  of 
faith  and  practice. 

The  Catholic  communicants  are  said  to  be  at  present  the  most 
numerous  of  all  the  sects  in  Boston,  as  they  exceed  10,000  in  the 
city  alone,  and  are  every  year  iacreasing,  as,  indeed,  they  appear 
to  be  in  every  part  of  America,  chiefly  by  the  constant  influx  of 
Catholic  emigrants  of  various  nations,  but  especially  from  Ireland* 
A  convent  of  Ursuline  nuns  also  exists  in  Boston.  This  was  form- 
ed originally  of  four  nuns,  who  were  invited  here  by  Bishop  Chev- 
erus  iir  1820,  and  maintained  bj  a  provision  made  for  them  by  the 
will  of  a  Catholic  gentleman  named  Thayer.  They  were  employ- 
ed for  the  first  six  years  in  the  instruction  of  females ;  and  having 
by  that  time  increased  their  numbers,  they  removed  to  Charlestown, 
one  of  the  suburbs  of  Boston,  just  across  one  of  the  bridges,  and 
there  established  the  Ursuline  Community  on  Mount  Benedict    This 
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mn  in  1826,  and  they  continued  there  until  1834,  when  the  con-  - 
Tent  was  destroyed  by  an  intolerant  mob  of  incendiaries,  and  the 
nons  and  their  inmates  obliged  to  save  themselves  by  ffight 

The  convent  has  never  since  been  rebuilt  at  Charlestown,  bat 
the  nuns  now  inhabit  a  large  house  near  Pearl-street,  in  Boston, 
and  still  continue  the  eteupation  of  teaching  female  children.  By 
this  practice  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  make  many  converts  to 
ttmr  faith,  and  add  even  to  their  own  numbers  as  nuns.  While  at 
Washington  we  heard,  from  good  authority,  many  instances  of 
young  Protestant  females  becoming  so  attach^  to  their  teachers  in 
the  Catholic  seminary  at  Greorgetown  as  to  be  induced  to  take  the 
ydl ;  instances  have  happened  in  Boston,  also,  where  Protestant 
young  ladies  instructed  by  the  nuns  have  ended  in  becoming  Cath- 
olics, and  all  efforts  to  recover  them  have  been  ineffectual. 

The  Mariner's  Church  is  under  the  care  of  the  Reverend  Father 
Taylor,  as  he  is  generally  called,  and  is  chiefly,  though  not  exchi- 
atvely,  frequented  by  seamen  and  their  families.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
himself  for  many  years  a  mariner,  and  subsequently  became  a 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  connexion  ;  but  his  peculiar  talent  for 
addressing  seamen,  and  his  long  experience  of  their  habits  and 
modes  of  thought  and  feeling,  sugi^ested  the  idea  of  his  being  set 
apart  and  consecrated  to  their  ministry.  And  most  fortunate  was 
the  selection.  I  had  the  pleasure  not  only  to  hear,  but  to  make 
llie  acquaintance  of  this  remarkable  and  valuable  minister  in  Bos- 
ton ;  and  I  can  truly  say  that  I  know  of  no  one  better  adapted  to 
llie  sphere  he  fills  than  Father  Taylor. 

His  influence  over  his  maritime  flock  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  minister  that  could  be  chosen  for  the  purpose ;  for  they  not 
only  reverence  his  piety,  but  they  appear  real!  v  to  love  him  as  cldl- 
dren  would  a  father.  His  preaching  has  all  the  earnestness  of  one 
whose  whole  soul  is  concentrated  m  the  one  object  for  which  his 
tongue  is  pleading ;  and  his  eloquence,  though  peculiar,  is  charac- 
terised by  that  simplicity  and  frankness  which  rivets  the  attention 
and  penetrates  the  neart ;  and  through  his  indefatigable  efforts  the 
seamen  of  Boston  generally  are  a  more  sober,  orderly,  moral,  and 
relieious  class  of  men  than  those,  perhaps,  of  any  other  port  in  the 
wond. 

The  Warren-street  Chapel  is  an  excellent  institution,  erected 
chiefly  for  the  accommodation  of  children,  and  superintended  by  a 
socie^  of  ^ndemen.  At  the  ringing  of  the  first  bell  on  the  Sab- 
bath the  children  attend  here  at  the  Sunday-school ;  and  at  the 
close  of  their  studies  they  repair  to  the  chapel  to  hear  discourses 
suited  to  their  age  and  comprehension,  as  the  sermons  preached 
generally  to  adults  are  above  the  measure  of  their  understanding, 
ihere  are  free  seats,  however,  for  all  adults  who  desire  to  be  pres- 
ent The  children  are  visited  during  the  week  at  their  own  homes, 
and  they  meet  occasionally^  with  their  teaohen,  to  take  a  walk 
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i  into  the  country,  or  to  pass  a  few  hovas  in  innocent  recreation  al 
die  Chapel.  A  sewing-school  is  provided  on  Saturday  afternoons^ 
and  there  are  two  evening  schools  for  boys,  and  two  aftemocm 
achools  for  girls  each  week,  intended  for  those  who  may  be  in 
want  of  a  common  English  education,  and  not  in  a  atuatipn  to  at- 
tend the  other  schools  of  the  city.  Instlpetion  is  also  given  in 
vocal  music  and  linear  drawing. 

Besides  the  library  attached  to  the  Sunday-school,  a  ooUectioii 
has  been  formed  of  2000  volumes,  as  the  nucleus  of  a  future  free 
library  and  reading-room.  A  cabinet  of  natural  history  is  also  in 
progress  of  formation,  and  a  garden  is  attached  to  the  building. 
iJMffiides  this,  a  course  of  lectures  is  given  during  each  winter,  and 
two  concerts  during  the  season ;  and  the  publication  of  occasional 
works  by  the  committee,  added  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
the  community,  sustain  the  expense  of  all  this ;  while  a  series  of 
tracts  are  also  published  for  the  use  of  the  children  attending  the 
Chapel,  and  for  such  other  children  as  they  may  be  disposed  to 
send  them  to  for  perusal.  The  property  is  held  by  trustees  for  the 
proprietors,  and  the  services  of  die  committee  and  of  many  of  the 
teachers  are  gratuitous.  No  particular  sectarian  doctrines  are  pro- 
fessed or  expounded,  but  the  instruction  given  is  such  as  all  good 
Christians  would  a^e  in  and  approve ;  and  the  amount  of  good 
done  by  the  institution  is  incalculable. 

The  Pitts-street  Chapel  was  erected  in  1826,  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  forming  an  '^  Association  for  Religious  Improvement^" 
the  object  being  to  obtain  the  services  of  Christian  ministers  ^ 
every  denomination  in  turn,  to  give  free  religious  instruction  to  the 
poor.  The  sum  of  16,000  dollars  was  raised  for  this  purpose,  and 
a  commodious  chapel  built,  in  which  religious  services  are  peD> 
formed  gratuitously  by  ministers  of  all  the  Christian  denominatMms, 
and  it  is  always  well  attended.  Attached  to  it  are  two  rooms  for 
a  Sunday-school  and  a  parish  library.  The  Howard  Sunday-school 
held  in  this  place  has  nearly  400  scholars  who  regularly  attend  it, 
80  that  both  instruction  and  religious  worship  are  here  obtained 
and  enjoyed  by  a  large  portion  of  the  community  ^^  without  money 
and  without  price." 

The  Marlborough  Chapel  is  another  capacious  and  beautifol 
edifice,  recently  erected  in  the  great  thoroughfare  of  Washin^n- 
street,  on  the  model  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  in  New-York, 
and,  like  it,  a  '^  free  church,"  in  which  service  is  performed  every 
Sabbath,  open  to  all,  without  cost,  as  the  pews  are  not  the  prc^ 
erty  of  any  individuals,  nor  is  any  rent  paid  for  them.  The  ex- 
penses of  the  chapel  are  defrayed  by  the  rental  of  the  building  for 
public  meetings,  for  which  it  is  admirably  adapted ;  and,  like  our 
£xeter  Hall  in  London,  it  is  used  for  public  assemblies,  anniversa- 
ries, and  miscellaneous  meetings,  connected  chiefly  with  moral) 
jdiilanthropic,  and  benevolent  ol^ects. 
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Attadied  to  tlus  is  a  Temperance  Hotel,  which  is  cooaidered 
one  at  the  most  comfortable  and  best  regulated  establishments  of 
the  kind  in  America,  it  bebg  conducted  on  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks,  so  that  neither  wine,  beer, 
nor  spirits  are  supplied  in  it,  and  tobacco  is  equally  excluded.  The 
deanliness  and  purity  of  such  a  house,  comparea  with  the  atmo- 
sphere of  hotels  in  general,  may  easily  be  conceiyed*  It  is  well 
frequented  by  trayellers  and  yisiters  of  the  first  respectability ;  and 
ihe  Marlborough  Chapel  is  also  in  constant  use  for  meetings  con- 
nected with  temperance,  slave-emancipation,  objects  of  general 
benevolence  and  peace,  and  all  that  harmonizes  with  sound  mo- 
raUW  and  religion. 

The  churches  of  Boston,  like  those  of  every  other  city  or  town 
that  we  had  yet  visited  in  America,  are  remarkable  for  the  uniform 
combination  of  external  and  internal  elegance,  ample  space,  great 
comfort,  perfect  repair,  good  means  of  warmth  and  ventilation,  and 
die  total  absence  of  anything  like  neglect  or  insufficiency  of  funds 
or  materials.  In  all  of  them  the  music  and  cnnging  is  much  better 
than  in  the  churches  and  chapels  of  England,  excepting  only  the 
cathedral  and  collegiate  choirs.  The  mimsters,  too,  as  a  body,  are 
better  educated,  more  competent,  and  stand  higher  in  the  general 
estimation  of  their  followers.  Their  sermons  are  almost  uniformly 
written  (excepting  among  the  Methodists  and  a  few  of  the  Bap- 
tists), and  are  prepared  with  great  care.  There  is  an  absence 
generally  of  that  zeal  and  fervour  of  eloquence  which  extempora- 
neous preaching  can  perhai)s  alone  produce,  but  there  is  a  free- 
dom also  from  many  of  the  imperfections  almost  inseparable  from 
mistudied  extemporaneous  efiusions.  In  most  of  the  churches 
there  are  three  services  in  the  day ;  in  all  there  are  two ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  churches  are  al- 
most always  nlled. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Benevolent  Societies.— General  Hoepital.— Institation  for  the  Edacation  of  the  Blind.— 
Humane  Society  and  Howard  Benevolent  Society .—AsTtam  for  indimt  Boys,  snd 
Farm^schools.— Institutions  for  Orphans  and  Widows.— Boston  Port  Society.— iSail- 
or*s  Home.— Bethel  Union,  for  protecting  Sailor's  Rights.— British  and  Irish  charita- 
ble Societies.— Cultivation  of  Music— Lyceums,  Libraries,  and  Debating  Clute.— So- 
ciety for  promoting  Aits  and  ManofKtiires.— Massachusetts  Peace  ^iciety.— Sab- 
bslh*8chool,  Bible,  and  Missionary  Associations.— Religious  Slatisties  of  America 
ind  Scotland. 

The  benevolent  sodeties  of  Boston  are  almost  as  numerous  as 
flie  churches,  and  all  are  fireely  and  amply  sustained.  The  reli« 
gioQ  of  America  shows  itself  in  the  erection  and  support  of  instita« 
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^  tions  for  the  great  purposes  of  humanity  in  a  more  powerful  manner 
tlian  that  of  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  speaks  volumes  in 
fiiTOur  of  the  voluntary  system.  It  ma;^  be  well  first  to  present  a 
list  of  them,  and  then  add  some  descriptions  of  such  as  require  it : 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
.    Asylum  for  the  Insane. 
Marine  Hospital 
Quarantine  Hospital. 
Lying-in  Hospital. 
Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Boston  Dispensary. 
Humana^ociety. 
Chahtabie  Fire  Society. 
Howard  Benevolent  Society. 
Charitable  Mechanics*  Associat. 
Asylum  for  Indigent  Boys. 
Penitent  Female  Refuge. 
Boston  Seaman^s  Society. 
Scot's  Charitable  Society. 
Boston  Female  Society. 
Young  Men*8  Benevolent  Society. 
Female  Philanthropic  Socie^. 
Fatherless  and  Widow's  Socusty. 


Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

Female  Orphan  Asylum. 

Children's  Friend  Society. 

Boston  Port  Society. 

British  Charitable  Society. 

Charitable  Irish  Society. 

Charitable  Congregational  Soc. 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Soc.     I    Female  Samaritan  Society. 

Episcopal  Charitable  Society.      | 

All  these  institutions  are  for  works  of  pure  benevolence;  to  a& 
ford  relief  to  sufferers,  of  whatever  class  or  nation,  and  to  do  it 
freely,  without  cost  to  those  who  are  relieved.  They  are  all  excel- 
lent of  their  kmd,  and  are  all  liberally  supported  and  ably  ad- 
ministered by  their  respective  directors.'  The  Generd  Hospital  is 
inferior  to  none  in  the  country  for  its  size,  accommodation,  air, 
food,  cleanliness,  and  medical  skill,  in  all  of  which  it  equals  Jthe 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  and  higher  praise  cannot 
be  bestowed  on  it  than  this.  The  Asylum  for  the  Insane  is  a  noble 
building  at  a  short  distance  from  the  city,  in  a  beautiful  as  well  as 
healthy  situation;  and  everything  about  it  reminded  us, during  our 
visit  to  its  various  wards,  and  conversing  with  its  inmates,  of  the 
q>lendid  Hospital  of  Bloomin^dale  in  P^ew-York,  and  anything 
more  perfect  than  that,  of  its  kind,  it  is  really  difficult  to  imagine. 

At  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  we  witnessed  a  most  gratifying 
exhibition  of  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  previous  to  their  breaking 
up  for  their  short  vacation.  Their  proficiency  in  almost  every 
branch  in  which  they  were  examined  was  astonishing :  in  history, 
geography,  mathematics,  moral  philosophy,  loeic,  languages,  but, 
above  all,  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  We  were  accompa- 
nied in  this  visit  by  the  accomplished  Madame  Caradori  Allan, 
who,  at  the  request  of  the  examiners,  proposed  to  the  blind  pupils 
some  questions  on  the  theory  of  music,  formation  of  chords,  resolu- 
tions of  keys,  modulation,  &c.,  and  their  answers  both  surprised 
and  delighted  her.  In  return  for  the  pleasure  she  enjoyed  at  their 
hands,  she  kmdly  played  and  sang  to  them  two  or  three  delicious 
airs,  and  the  children  were  enraptured.  I  took  the  opportunity 
also,  on  my  part,  to  extend  to  the  whole  number  of  teachers  and 
pupils  a  free  admission  to  my  two  courses  of  lectures  on  Egypt  and 
ralestine;  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find,  by  subsequent  exam- 
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maiion  of  them,  that  scarcely  a  word  was  lost  by  them,  and  that 
their  memories  had  retained  the  most  important  points  of  all  the 
lectures  of  the  course.  The  gentleman  who  conducts  this  estab- 
lishment is  Dr.  Howe,  a  genuine  philanthropist,  and  so  fitted  by 
skill,  gentleness,  generosity,  and  enthusiasm  for  the  task,  that  the 
^obe  might  be  ransacked  before  a  better  could  be  found.  His  pupils 
venerate  him  as  a  master,  and  love  him  as  a  friend ;  and  his  as- 
sistants, being  persons  of  his  own  choice,  are  all,  more  or  less,  mir- 
rors that  reflect,  to  a  great  extent,  his  own  peculiar  excellences.    • 

The  Boston  Humane  Society  is  for  the  careful  treatment  and  re- 
covery of  persons  who  are  wounded,  or  whose  lives  are  endangered 
by  injuries  received  in  any  manner  whatever,  and  the  Charitable 
lure  Society  directs  its  attention  to  the  care  of  those  unhappy  indi- 
viduals who  are  burned  out  of  their  homes,  and  thrown,  as  they 
often  are,  destitute  on  the  world,  as  well  as  to  the  reward  of  those 
who  discover  the  best  modes  for  extinguishing  fires,  or  who  prevent 
them  from  becoming  destructive  by  their  vigilance  and  courage  in 
the  hour  of  need,  oy  the  operations  of  these  two  societies  many 
valuable  lives  are  saved,  much  property  is  also  secured  from  der 
struction,  and  a  CTeat  deal  of  personal  suffering  alleviated. 

The  Howard  Benevolent  Society  occupies  itsef  in  searching  out 
and  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  infirm,  more  especial- 
ly of  that  class  of  their  fellow-citizens  who,  not  being  connected 
with  any  of  the  religious  societies,  are  in  no  way  benefited  by  the 
provisions  made  in  most  of  them  for  the  relief  of  their  poor.  The 
Asylum  for  Indigent  Boys  takes  the  destitute  of  this  class,  and  es- 
pecially orphans,  under  its  care,  and  brings  them  up  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  some  art  or  trade  by  which  they  may  obtain  an  honest 
livelihood ;  and  when  they  have  jKtained  a  certain  age,  they  are 
apprenticed  out  to  complete  their  preparation  for  making  their  own 
way  through  the  world. 

The  Farm  School  has  be^n  recently  added  to  this  institution, 
seated  on  one  of  the  smaV  islands  of  the  Bay  of  Boston,  called 
Thomson's  Island,  so  thdi  agricultural  occupation  is  furnished  to 
many,  and  the  most  satisfactorjr  results  are  produced.  In  addition 
to  these  two,  the  B)ston  Children's  Friend  Society  pursues  an 
equally  benevolent  Choueh  somewhat  different  object,  which  is  to 
rescue  from  want  and  degradation  poor  children  whose  parents, 
from  extreme  poverty,  indolence,  or  intemperance,  so  entirely  neg- 
lect them  as  to  render  their  situation  pitiable.  It  also  takes  care 
of  children,  to  make  their  parents  the  better  able  to  work  for 
their  own  mamtenance.  The  published  report  on  the  state  of  this 
institution  says,  its  internal  arrangements  and  the  management  <^ 
the  children  are  such  as  to  make  it  like  a  well-regulated  family  of 
brothers  and  sisters;  they  are  provided  with  decent  and  comfortable 
clothing,  with  wholesome  and  sufficient  food,  and  comfortable 
lodging,  as  well  as  medical  attendance  when  needed;  and  they 
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^  instracted  in  all  tfie  branches  of  learning  tangfat  in  die  coduoga 
achoois. 

The  Female  Orphan  Aflvlum  is  derbted  to  the  care  and  proteo- 
tion  of  female  orphans  and  destitute  female  children ;  and  the  Fe- 
male Philanthropic  Society  and  Female  Samaritan  Society  extend 
their  operations  towards  benefiting  tfie  distressed  of  adult  age 
among  their  own  sex ;  while  the  Female  Fatherless  and  Widow's 
Society,  embracing  both,  extends  its  aid  to  all  who  come  ¥rithin 
either  of  the  classes  named. 

The  Boston  Port  Society'  and  the  Boston  Seaman's  Society  take 
care  of  the  interests  of  the  maritime  class,  and  a  vast  amount  of 
good  is  done  by  their  exertions.  A  boarding-house,  called  ^  The 
Sailor's  Home,"  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  crews 
of  ships  as  they  arrive  from  lone  voyages,  in  which  ample  accom* 
modation  and  comfortable  board  is  provided  at  the  bare  cost  of  the 
materials  used ;  good  beds,  an  excellent  table,  a  general  sitting- 
room,  a  library  and  reading-room,  medical  attendance,  and  every 
domestic  enjoyment  being  provided  at  the  moderate  rate  of  three 
dollars,  or  aoout  twelve  shillings  sterling,  per  wedc  The  seamen's 
clothes  are  taken  care  of,  and  repaired  and  put  in  order  for  the  next 
▼oyage ;  their  wages  secured  in  a  savings'  bank,  and  the  interest 
drawn  as  required ;  and  the  most  friendly  advice  is  given  to  them 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  establishment,  himself  for  many  years 
a  sea-captain,  and  thoroughly  competent  to  treat  them  as  brothers 
and  friends.  The  house  iorms  in  itself  a  temperance  hotel,  as  no 
intoxicating  drinks  are  either  sold  or  permitted  to  be  brought  into 
it,  or  used  by  any  of  the  inmates. 

A  nautical  school  is  attached  to  this  institution,  in  which  yoong 
seamen  are  instructed  in  writibig,  arithmetic,  and  practical  naviga- 
tion. A  Seaman's  Aid  Society  hlso  belongs  to  it;  and  the  object 
of  this  branch  is  to  furnish  to  seamtn  the  best  description  of  clothes 
used  by  them  at  mere  cost  of  matetials  and  labour,  as  well  as  to 
employ  in  the  making  of  them  the  wiv«s  and  daughters  of  seamen, 
who  receive  adequate  wa^es  instead  of  \he  miserable  pay  they  get 
from  the  usual  venders  ot  clothing ;  and,  besides  good  wages,  the 
young  girls  receive  a  gratuitous  education  also. 

In  addition  to  all  these  is  another  co-operating  society,  called  the 
Bethel  Union,  composed  chiefly  of  the  former  c&ptains  and  officen 
of  ships,  who  constitute  a  standing  committee  frora  their  own  num- 
ber to  hear  cases  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  seamen,  of  injustice 
or  harsh  treatment  from  their  commanders ;  to  adjust^  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, without  recourse  to  expensive  litigation,  such  disputes  as  may 
have  arisen  between  masters  and  owners  of  ships  and  the  crews 
they  employ;  or,  if  this  be  found  impracticable,  then  to  protect  the 
teamen's  rights,  and  procure  for  them  the  redress  they  need  at  the 
expense  of  the  society's  funds. 

While  all  these  institutions  extend  their  protectioa  and  beiie?o* 
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loMSe  chiefly,  though  not  exdunvelv,  towards  the  native  dtixens  of 
the  United  States,  the  British  and  the  Irish  Charitable  Societies 
take  special  care  of  their  respective  countrymen.  The  following 
ftatement  of  the  origin,  object,  and  operation  of  these  societies 
cannot  fail  to  be  read  with  interest  by  every  Briton,  as  well  as  by 
all  who  love  their  country  and  care  for  their  countrymen,  to  what- 
ever nation  they  may  belong. 

A  few  Engli^men,  mostly  strangers  to  each  other,  but  influenced 
by  similar  feelings  of  compassion  for  their  unfortunate  countrymen 
in  distress,  estabfished  the  British  Charitable  Society  in  1816.  Its 
avowed  object  was  to  receive  on  their  arrival,  and  to  advise  as  to 
their  best  mode  of  future  proceeding,  all  the  emigrants  who  might 
reach  this  country  from  the  British  Islands,  and  to  assist  those  wno^ 
from  disappointment  in  their  expectations,  failure  in  their  enterprise^ 
sickness,  or  poverty,  might  wish  to  return  to  their  native  land. 
^  By  the  aid  of  this  society  it  is  ascertained  that  nearly  1500 
distressed  British  subjects  have  been  relieved,  and  many  of  them 
raised  frt)m  absolute  destitution  to  comfort  in  this  country,  and 
othen  returned  to  their  homes.  There  are  about  200  members 
belonmig  to  this  society,  by  payment  of  donations  and  annual  sub- 
scriptions:  and  the  trustees,  who  are  appointed  to  examine  the 
cases  referred  to  them,  are  always  provided  with  suflicient  funds  to 
relieve  those  whose  cases  and  characters  are  such  as  to  give  them 
a  fair  claim  to  assistance. 

Such  are  the  benevolent  institutions,  of  which  I  have  given  only 
a  brief  and  imperfect  sketch,  for  the  history  and  operations  of  each 
would  furnish  materials  for  a  large  volume,  and  their  statistics  oc- 
cupy an  equal  space.  But  I  shadl  have  said  enough,  at  least,  to 
establish  the  just  claim  of  Boston  to  rank  among  tlie  foremost  in 
the  list  of  those  cities  of  the  world  whose  true  glory  is  to  be  seen, 
not  in  their  gorgeous  palaces  or  sumptuous  mansions ;  not  in  their 
costly  banquets  or  crowded  theatres ;  not  in  their  brilliant  equipages 
or  warlike  trophies,  but  in  the  brighter  and  more  enduring  lustre 
of  benevolent  institutions  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity,  and 
the  administration  of  comfort  and  consolation  to  the  dejectea  poor. 

To  this  catalogue,  honourable  a$  it  is  to  the  character  of  the 
people  of  Boston,  should  in  justice  be  added  those  also  which, 
though  not  within  the  class  of  charitable  or  humane  associations, 
are  yet  promotive  of  benevolent  and  important  objects,  and  among 
these  are  the  following :  The  American  Education  Society,  for  the 
promotion,  improvement,  and  extension  of  the  best  plans  of  Educa- 
tion in  every  branch  of  useful  learning ;  the  Society  for  the  Difiii- 
sion  of  Useful  Knowledge ;  the  Boston  Society  for  the  Moral  and 
Religious  instruction  of  the  Poor ;  the  Boston  Mechanics'  Institu- 
tion ;  the  New-England  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Manufactures 
and  the  Mechanical  Arts ;  the  Young  Men's  Society  for  the  prop- 
agation of  literature  and  Science;  the  Massachusetts  Lyceum} 
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flie  Mechanics'  Lyceum ;  the  Social  Lyceum ;  the  American  Tract 
Sodet]^;  the  Boston  Lyceum;  the  Boston  Youn^  Men's  Society; 
the  Prison  Discipline  Society ;  the  Boston  Debatmg  Society ;  the 
Franklin  Debating  Society ;  the  Boston  Academy  of  Music ;  the 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society ;  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  In- 
^mperance ;  the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society ;  the  Massachusetts 
%abbath-school  Union  ;  several  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies,  for 
the  promotion  of  religion  at  home  and  abroad. 

When  it  is  considered  that  all  these  institutions  for  the  support 
of  religion,  the  exercise  of  i)enevolence,  and  the  diffiison  of  knowl* 
«dge,  are  Sustained  purely  and  entirely  upon  the  voluntary  pr'mci- 
pie,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  its  superior  efficacy,  as 
compared  with  the  fruits  of  any  system  of  compulsory  support, 
especially  for  religion,  in  any  country  whatever.  The  statistics  on 
the  subject  of  population,  churches,  ministers,  and  communicants, 
80  careniUy  compiled  and  clearly  arranged  by  Drs.  Reed  and  Ma* 
theson,  in  their  recent  work,  giving  the  result  of  their  mission  as  a 
deputation  to  the  American  churches  from  the  Congregational 
Union  of  England  and  Wales,  is  so  decisive  of  the  superiority  of 
the  voluntary  principle,  that  they  deserve  to  be  repeat^  in  every 
possible  way ;  and  from  these  I  select  the  following  statements,  as 
peculiarly  worthy  of  notice,  and  as  havmg  borne  the  test  of  very 
careful  and  repeated  examination  : 

Massachusetts 610,014  600  704  73,964 

New.York 1,913,508  1800  1750  184,583 

Pemisylvania 1,347,673  1829  1133  180,206 

Tennessee 684,000  630  458  60,000 

Ohio 937,000  802  841  76,460 

Indiana 341,000  440  340  34,806 

The  first  three  of  these  states  are  among  the  earliest  settled,  and 
best  supplied  with  the  means  of  religious  instruction  in  America ; 
and  Scotland  is  believed  to  be  the  portion  of  Great  Britain  best 
provided  with  churches  and  ministers  in  proportion  to  her  popula- 
tion. The  comparison  of  these  with  each  other  will  therefore  be 
the  fairest  test  of  the  effect  of  the  two  systems. 

ComriM.  PopalalJflii.       CbwclMi.    MJiihii.      fVMWMinfnB% 

3  Atlantic  states     .     .     .     3,871,194    4229    3587      438,052 

All  Scotland 2,365,807    1804    1765    Uncertain. 

3  interior  states      .     .     .     1,862,000    1872    1639      171^6 

The  result  of  this  comparison  shows  that,  while  in  the  three  At* 

lantic  states  of  America  there  is  one  chm*ch  for  every  917  persons, 

in  Scotland  there  is  only  one  church  for  every  1312  persons;  and 

while  in  America  there  is  one  minister  for  every  1082  persons,  in 

"Scotland  there  is  only  one  minister  for  every  1346  persons. 

If  a  comparison  be  made  between  the  three  interior  states — 
though  these  have  been  so  much  more  recently  peopled  that  they 
are  yet  in  their  infancy — and  Scotland,  it  will  still  be  advanta- 
geous to  this  country ;  for  while  in  Scotland  there  is  one  church 
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ftr  every  1312  persons,  in  the  three  interior  states  of  America  th^^e 
is  one  church  to  every  995  persons ;  and  while  m  Scotland  there  is 
one  minister  to  every  1346,  in  tb^  states  there  is  one  to  everf 
1136  of  the  population ;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  manner 
in  which  the  population  is  scattered  over  nearly  three  times  the  sur* 
face  of  Scotland ;  Tennessee  being  stiU  in  a  state  of  forest  and  re^ 
cently-cleared  plantations  and  fields;  Ohio  covering  a  surface  dr'^ 
40,000  square  miles,  nearly  equal  in  area  to  England  exclusive  of 
Wales ;  and  Indiana  scarcely  yet  emerged  from  the  very  first  stage 
of  settlement  and  civilization. 

The  most  striking  light  of  all,  however,  in  which  tUs  question 
can  be  put,  is  to  take  the  whole  of  the  ten  states  which  have  hem 
last  added  to  the  Union,  and  are,  consequently,  most  recently  peo« 

Sled  and  organized  ;  namely,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana^ 
linois,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Louisiana,  and  Florida. 
These  states  cover  an  area  of  480,670  square  miles,  and  are  about 
nine  times  the  size  of  England  and  Wales ;  and,  according  to  the 
latest  and  most  authentic  returns,  the  statistics  of  their  religious  es* 
tablishments  are  as  follows ; 

Ten  newest  States     .    .    3,641,000    S701    2690      286,560 
Scotland 2,365,807    1804    1766    Uncertain. 

The  result  q{  this  comparison  gives  to  these  states  one  church  to 
every  984  persons,  while  in  Scotland  there  is  only  one  to  eveiy 
1312 ;  and  it  gives  to  these  states  one  minister  to  every  1363  per- 
sons, while  in  Scotland  there  is  one  to  every  1346.  When  it  is 
taken  into  consideration  that  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee,  and 
Aberdeen  concentrate,  in  their  respective  circles,  a  larger  population 
than  either  of  these  ten  states  named,  in  neither  of  which  is  there 
any  town  of  the  size  of  those  mentioned,  this  comparison  is  even 
still  more  favourable  to  the  new  than  to  the  older  states,  with  all 
those  great  advantages  by  which  time  has  contributed  to  surround 
them. 

A  comparison  of  some  of  the  cities  of  the  three  countries,  £ng« 
land,  Scotland,  and  the  United  States,  may  appropriately  complete 
this  examination ;  and  they  shall  be  placed  in  juxtaposition,  for  the 
greater  ease  of  seeing  their  differences : 

CIHmi  Fopaladoik      Chvckna      MUilHifc      OonanslMMlh 

Liverpool 210,000  67  57  18,000 

New-York     .....  280,000  132  142  31,000 

Edinburgh      .  \    .    .    .  160,000^  65  70  Uncertain. 

Philadelphia 200,000  93  137  Uncertoin. 

Glasgow 220,000  74  76  Uncertain. 

Boston 80,000  70  80  Uncertain. 

Nottingham 50,000  23  23  4864 

CincinnaU 30,000  24  22  8555 

The  contrast  between  each  of  these  cities,  taken  in  pairs,  is  most 
striking,  but  in  none  is  it  more  striking  than  in  the  last  two,  in 
niiicb  It  is  seen  that  Cincimiati,  a  city  not  yet  fi^  yean  old,  and 
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the  rite  of  which  was  a  dense  forest  in  Hie  memory  of  many  of  its 

inhabitants,  has  now,  with  little  more  than  half  the  population  cf 

^i^:    /^^^     Nottingham,  as  many  ministers  and  churches,  and  nearly  twice  the 

mL     number  of  communicants,  that  is  possessed  by  this  opulent  and 

long-established  manufacturing  town  of  Enj^land. 

w  Ine  aggregate  of  all  the  states  in  the  Union  gives  the  fd^owing 

4||^  Results:  « 

Population  .    .    .    13,000,000    I    Churches 18^580 

Oommunicants  1,550,800    |    Ministers 11,450 

making  about  one  in  nine  of  the  whole  population  in  a  state  of 
oommunion  With  some  church ;  and  by  tms  is  not  meant  mere  at- 
tendance on  worship,  however  regular,  but  strict  membership,  by 
partaldns  of  the  most  solemn  ordmances  of  religion,  and  beloiig- 
ing  by  the  strictest  union  to  the  body  constituting  the  church.     It 

g'ves,  also,  about  one  church  and  one  minister  to  every  1000  of 
e  population,  both  of  which  results  are  undoubtedly  much  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  country  with  which  America  can  be  com- 
pared 

There  is  only  on«  other  comparison  necessary  as  the  fit  and  be* 
eomine  accompaniment  to  this,  which  is  the  proportion  of  persons 
out  of  the  whole  population  receiving  education  at  schools.  In 
the  United  States  it  is  one  in  five ;  m  Scotland  one  in  ten ;  in 
England  one  in  twelve ;  in  Wales  one  in  twenty ;  and  in  France 
there  are  4,000,000  of  children  who  receive  no  instruction  what- 
ever, and  nearly  half  the  population  are  unable  to  read  or  write, 
though  in  America  there  are  very  few  natit^-bom  inhabitants  of 
either  sex  who  are  not  able  to  do  botL 
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Th0  MnniciDal  Oovernment  of  the  City  of  Boston— Poliee  Establishment— Probtle 
and  Register  Office.— Revenue  and  Expenditure.— Theatres.— Museums. 

The  municipal  government  of  Boston  is  vested  in  a  mayor,  eight 
aldermen,  and  48  common-councilmen — four  for  each  of  the  12 
wards  into  which  the  city  is  divided — 12  overseers  of  the  poor, 
Bnd  12  school-committeemen.  The  charter  incorporating  Boston 
as  a  city  is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  namely,  Feb.  23,  1822 ; 
and  on  this  charter  its  present  municipal  government  is  founded. 
The  Common  Council,  composing  the  Lower  House,  are  elected  by 
the  wards,  four  for  each^  the  aldermen  and  the  mayor,  composing 
the  Upper  House,  are  elected  by  all  the  citizens  generally.  Each 
of  these  have  a  negative  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other,  so  that 
it  is  only  when  the  majority  of  both  are  agreed  that  any  city  ordi- 
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Mmce  can  have  the  force  of  law.    The  mayor's  salaiy  is  2600 
dollars  a  year,  but  the  aldermen  and  common-councilmen  serve 
mtoitously.    The  meetings  of  both  houses  are  held  in  the  City      .  ^ 
Hall,  and  nothing  can  surpass  the  combination  of  comfort  and  con-      JH 
venience  in  the  arrangement  of  the  rooms  for  this  purpose.    The      "^^ 
mayor  attends  at  his  office  daily  from  nine  till  two ;  the  sittings  of 
the  Court  of  Aldermen  are  held  twice  a  week,  and  that  cl  the    ^jjf 
Common-councilmen  once  a  week,  in  the  evenings.     Besides  the 
auAority  of  regulating  all  the  business  of  the  city,  which  is  vested 
in  the  municipal  ^vernment,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common* 
councilmen,  in  their  joint  capacity,  have  the  power  of  determining 
annually  how  many  representatives  the  dty  of  Boston  shall  send 
to  the  State  Legblature,  and  this  varies  from  year  to  year,  having 
been  sometimes  more  than  60,  and  at  others  less  than  40. 

The  city  clerk,  appointed  by  the  mayor,  has  a  salary  of  1400 
dollars  a  year,  and,  besides  his  ordinary  duties,  he  is  bound  to  pub» 
fish  the  banns  of  all  marriages  at  the  First  Church,  in  Chauncey 
Place,  once  a  week,  to  grant  certificates  of  such  publication,  and 
to  receive  and  pay  into  the  city  treasury  the  fee  for  all  such  banns, 
which  is  75  cents,  or  about  three  shilhngs  sterling.  The  city  and 
county  treasurer  has  3000  dollars  a  vear,  but  gives  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  60,000  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty. 

The  city  marshal  and  his  assistant  receive  jointly  1500  dollars 
a  year.  It  is  their  duty  to  superintend  the  police  and  the  health 
of  the  town,  for  which  purpose  they  are  bound  to  go  personally 
through  every  street  and  lane  at  least  once  a  week,  to  see  all  nui- 
sances removed  and  the  health  regulations  enforced.  To  assist 
them  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  a  bool^  is  kept  open  at  the 
City  Hall,  in  which  any  citizen  may  enter  what  he  deems  a  nui- 
sance, or  suggest  what  he  thinks  would  be  an  improvement,  which 
is  sure  to  be  brought  before  the  marshal's  notice. 

There  is,  besides  these,  a  superintendent  of  common  sewers  and 
drains,  who  attends  exclusively  to  this  department,  at  a  salary  of 
1000  dollars  a  year ;  a  superintendent  of  streets,  who  has  charge  of 
everything  relating  to  the  scavengers'  department,  at  a  salary  of 
1000  dollars  a  year ;  and  a  superintendent  of  burial-grounds,  to 
whom  everything  connected  with  interments  and  the  preservation 
of  the  graves  and  vaults  is  confided,  at  a  salary  of  1000  dollars  a 
year.  A  city  physician  is  also  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  su- 
perintend the  quarantine  of  vessels  arriving  from  sickly  stations 
abroad,  and  to  provide  against  the  spread  of  contagious  diseases  on 
shore.  He  attends  the  health-office  in  the  City  Hall  once  a  week, 
to  vaccinate  gratuitously  all  children  brought  to  him,  and  grant 
certificates  of  such  vaccination,  without  which  no  child  is  allowed 
to  enter  any  of  the  public  schools.  * 

Three  justices  of  police,  at  salaries  of  1500  dollars  each,  with 
one  clerk  at  1400  dollars,  and  another  at  800  doUan  per  annum^ 
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oonduct  the  business  of  the  Police  Court,  and  have  ait  (beir  disposal 

a  captain  of  the  watch,  at  800  dollars  per  annum,  who  superintends 

,  ^^.       a  night-patrol  from  10  o'clock  till  daylight,  and  26  constables  for 

a  .Ijjjpi      day-duty  only.    The  jud^e  of  the  Municipal  Couit,  at  a  salary  of 

^  -  1400  dollars  a  year,  presides  over  this  court,  in  which  are  tried  all 

;  .» '  Jl^  P^rwns  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  ot  Soffolk,  ia 

l|^  which  Boston  is  placed,  for  offences  not  punishable  with  death ; 

and  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Police  Court  presides  there  over  trials 

of  civil  causes  not  involving  a  larger  sum  than  SO  doUais  in  dis* 

pute. 

There  is  also  a  Probate-office  for  wills,  in  which  are  preserved 
the  most  perfect  records  of  the  genealogy  of  nearly  all  the  femiUea 
descended  from  the  first  pilmm  settlers  of  the  country,  and  a  Regis* 
ter-office  for  deeds ;  with  dl  the  reauisite  establishments  of  legal 
and  financial  officers,  in  the  city  solicitor,  city  auditor,  assessors, 
&c,  so  that  the  municipal  government  may  be  said  to  be  very  com* 
plele,  bavins  every  useful  and  no  superfluous  offices ;  all  its  meow 
bers  well  paid,  but  none  extravagandy  rewarded,  and  their  dutieSi 
consequently,  well  performed. 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  city  for  the  year  ending  in  April, 
1838,  was  560,000  dollars,  ari»n^  chiefly  from  rents  of  land% 
leases  of  wharves,  markets,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  corporation,  of 
'  which  one  wharf  alone  lets  at  10,000  dollars  a  year.  The  pur- 
poses to  which  this  revenue  is  applied  embrace,  among  others,  the 
following : 


Salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  Public  Schools   .    .    .  85,000 

Repairs,  fuel,  and  contingent  expenses  of  ditto  .    .    .  10,000 

Land  and  buildings  for  Primary  Schools 19,500 

Paving  and  repairs  of  Streets 40,000 

Widening  and  extending  Streets 50,000 

Support  of  the  City  Watch 45,000 

Support  of  the  Fire  Department 25,000 

Internal  and  external  Health  Department     ....  30,000 

Support  of  the  Poor  and  House  of  Industry  ....  20,000 

Courts,  Jails,  and  House  of  Correction 30,000 

The  markets  of  Boston  are  excellent,  and  well  provided  with 
every  requisite  of  animal  and  vegetable  food,  as  well  as  fruits  in 
great  variety,  in  their  respective  seasons.  The  most  prominent  of 
the  public  markets  is  that  running  from  Faneuil  Hail  to  the  sea, 
called  Quincy  Market  Its  length  is  530  feet,  and  its  breadth  65. 
The  ground  floor  is  devoted  to  the  market,  and  above  it  are  four 
ranges  of  stores,  with  granite  fronts  to  each  street,  one  of  these 
streets  being  65  feet,  and  the  other  102  feet  wide.  In  the  centre 
of  the  entire  range  is  a  fine  dome,  and  at  either  end  is  a  portico 
and  pediment,  making,  in  the  whole,  one  of  the  finest  public  mar^ 
sets  m  this  country,  and  not  surpassed  in  elegance  and  convenience 
by  any  that  I  remember  elsewhere. 

The  public  places  of  amusement  in  Boston  are  fewer  than  in 
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mnt  cities  of  the  same  extent  of  population,  ather  in  America  or 
Europe ;  aiising,  no  doubt,  from  the  influence  of  the  early  mannen 
and  habits  of  the  settlers,  as  being  unfavourable  to  mere  entertain- 
ment without  inatniction.  The  first  attempt  to  establish  a  tbeitfre 
in  Boston  was  made  in  1750 ;  but  this  failed,  and  was  iounediately 
succeeded  by  a  law  of  the  province  prohibiting  theatrical  perform- 
ances under  severe  penalties.  During  the  aege  of  Boston  in  1776^ 
by  the  American  Revolutionists,  the  British  occupants  and  soldierji 
entertained  themselves  with  theatrical  amusements  in  Faneuil  Hall ; 
but  nothing  was  afterward  attempted  till  1789.  This  also  failed, 
and  in  1792  the  performaace  of  plays  was  surreptitioualy  introdu- 
ced under  the  title  of  "  moral  lectures." 

The  success  that  attended  this  led  at  length  to  the  fauUding  of 
the  first  Boston  theatre,  which  was  first  opened  in  1794.  It  pused 
through  a  great  varie^  of  hands,  in  almost  all  of  which  it  incurred 
a  loss,  and  was  ultimately  sold  to  a  musical  association,  who  fitted 
it  up  for  concerts  under  the  name  of  the  "  Odeon."  This  building 
is  now  used  for  concerts,  lectures,  and  public  worship,  all  the  the- 
atrical appendages  bein^  removed,  and  a  fine  organ  and  well-ar- 
ranged orchestra  occupying  the  place  of  the  stage.  The  interior 
of  toe  house  ia  fitted  np  with  the  greatest  comfort,  and  the  whde 
fnms  one  of  the  most  commodious  and  elegant  of  all  the  public 
lOoms  far  munc  or  lectures  in  Boston. 

There  are  now,  however,  four  theatres  in  the  city,  and  all  of 
them  in  occupation  at  present.  The  Tremont  is  the  largest,  most 
expen^ve,  and  most  fashionable.  It  is  little  inferior  in  axe  or  ele- 
gance to  Drury  Lane  or  Covent  Garden  in  London ;  but,  excnit 
when  some  prominent  actor  or  actress  is  engaged,  it  is  but-thinlr 
attended.  The  National  Theatre  is  as  large  as  the  Tremont,  but  it 
is  more  frequented  hy  the  middle  classes,  and  resembles  in  most 
ntpects  the  minor  theatres  in  London.    The  lion  Theatre  was 
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opened  for  equestrian  exercises,  and  ranked  with  Astl^s  Amphi- 
theatre at  home.  It  has  been  occasionally  used  for  melo-dramatic 
performances ;  but,  like  the  first  theatre  of  Boston,  converted  into 
the  Odeon,  the  Lion  is  about  to  be  transformed  into  a  lecture-room, 
for  which  there  is  a  greater  demand  than  for  theatres. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  though  the  fact  has  been  questioned  in 
England,  that  the  taste  for  theatrical  entertainments  does  not  exist 
among  the  generality  of  Americans.  It  has  been  asked,  How  is  it 
possible  to  reconcile  this  with  the  fact  that  so  many  actors  and  ac- 
tresses from  England  have  made  fortunes  in  the  country  1  The 
answer  is  this.  There  is  a  great  desire  among  all  classes  in  the 
country  to  hear  and  see  everything  that  is  new,  especially  if  it  has 
bad  any  celebrity  in  England ;  for,  with  all  the  jealousy  that  is 
felt  of  foreign  superiority,  and  this  is  not  a  litde,  there  is  a  great 
deference  to  English  taste,  and  a  desire  on  the  part  of  every  one 
to  test  this  by  examining  for  themselves  the  performances  of  all 
those  who  come  to  America  with  a  high  character  for  excellence 
at  home.  Accordingly,  almost  every  one  goes  to  see  the  new 
actor  or  hear  the  new  singer  for  once;  and  this,  repeated  in 
every  one  of  the  large  cities  of  the  country,  will  accumulate  a  for^ 
tune  for  any  one ;  but  the  second  visit  of  the  actor  or  lunger  ii 
rarely  or  never  successful ;  and  a  new  person  of  much  less  talent 
will  draw  larger  houses  than  one  already  seen  or  heard  who  might 
come  again. 

It  is  thus  that  each  new  actor  is  almost  sure  of  a  good  reception ; 
for,  however  mediocre  their  talents,  they  are  sure  to  be  seen  once, 
and  this  is  enough.  Few  retain  their  success  for  any  length  of 
time ;  and  even  when  their  own  native  favourite  actor,  Mr  Forrest,, 
plap,  he  is  rarely  engaged  for  more  than  three  or  four  nights  at 
a  time,  in  any  one  city,  after  which  he  removes  to  some  other. 
The  resident  families,  even  then,  are  not  frequenters  of  the  theatre 
or  the  concert  to  any  great  extent  It  is  the  strangers  and  visiters 
in  the  city  who  furnish  the  audiences ;  and  when  it  is  remembered 
that  there  are  hardly  ever  less  than  50,000  foreigners  and  stran* 
gers  in  New- York,  and  that  125  stage-coaches,  railroad-cars^ 
steamboats,  and  other  public  conveyances  arrive  in  Boston  every 
day,  there  will  be  found  in  these  more  than  sufficient  to  form  tbie 
largest  audiences  that  the  theatres  contain;  and  these,  probably, 
only  frequent  them  because  they  are  from  home,  and  have  neither 
the  inducements  of  domestic  comfort  nor  the  fears  of  pubUc  opinion 
to  keep  them  away. 

The  first  museum  in  Boston  was  opened  in  the  year  1791.  Like 
most  of  the  infant  museums  scattered  through  the  country  towns  of 
America  at  present,  it  consisted  of  a  few  wax  figures  and  some  cu- 
riosities in  nature  and  art  It  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in  1803. 
Another  was  erected  in  1806,  five  stories  high,  and  soon  b^an  to 
fill;  but  in  1807  this  was  also  destroyed  by  fire,  with  all  its  con* 
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tents.    A  third  was  erected  on  the  same  spot,  and  opraed  in  the 

same  year;  but  in  1825  it  was  sold  for  5000  dollars  to  a  new 

body  of  proprietors,  who  established  the  New-Eneland  Museum, 

which  is  the  one  now  existing,  and  was  opened  in  1818.    This,  too, 

was  extensively  injured  by  fire  in  1832 ;  and  though  it  has  received 

many  additions  since  then,  and  its  collection  of  curiosities  is  large,        ^ 

it  is  deficient  in  scientific  arrangement  and  good  taste.    like  all 

the  other  museums  we  had  yet  seen  in  the  country,  it  is  regarded 

more  as  a  place  of  amusement  than  a  repository  of  specimens  of 

the  various  productions  of  Nature  in  her  several  kingdoms ;  and  ' 

all  its  arrangements  are  made  to  conduce  rather  to  entertainment 

than  to  scientific  information.    It  is  made,  indeed,  a  matter  of  profit, 

the  admission  of  visiters  being  paid  for  at  twenty-five  cents  each; 

and  whatever  is  most  likely  to  attract  the  greatest  ninpber  of 

visiters  is  therefore  sought  out  for  the  Museum. 

Though  fires  seem  to  have  so  often  committed  their  ravages  on 
the  Boston  Museum,  we  were  struck  with  the  fact  that  this  was 
the  only  city  in  the  United  States  in  which  we  had  been  readmg 
for  so  lone  a  time  without  seeing  or  hearing  of  a  fire.  I  had  at 
first  thought  we  were  in  a  peculiarly  fortunate  quarter  of  the  town, 
and  that  fires  might  have  happened  in  other  streets  without  our 
seeing  or  hearing  of  them,  until  I  met  with  the  following  paragraph, 
in  which  this  fact  was  announced  as  a  wonder,  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  No  FiRBs  IN  OcTOBiR ! — DuHng  the  month  of  October,  which  end- 
ed yesterday,  our  citizens  have  been  remarkably  favoured  in  their  ex- 
emption from  fires,  not  one  having  occurred  which  was  not  extinguish- 
ed without  the  aid  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  hut  one  in  which  the  de^ 
partment  was  alarmed.  The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  number 
of  fires,  alarms,  &c.,  in  the  same  month  in  this  and  the  two  precedii^ 
years: 

October,  1836,  Fire  alarms,  0.  Fires  in  the  city,  3.  Out  of  the  city,  SL 
October,  1837,  Fire  alarms,  6.  Fires  in  the  city,  2.  Out  of  the  city,  1. 
October,  1838,  Fire  alarms,  1.    Fires  in  the  city,  0.    Out  of  the  city,  0. 

There  are  three  principal  causes  of  this  change  and  improve- 
ment :  one  is,  the  greater  substantiality  of  all  the  new  buildings, 
the  gradual  disappearance  of  wooden,  and  the  substitution  of  stone 
and  brick  edifices ;  another  is,  the  great  decrease  of  intemperance 
among  servants  and  others,  from  whose  carelessness  many  of  the 
fires  of  former  days  arose ;  and  a  third  is,  the  excellence  of  the 
municipal  arrangements  of  watch  and  police,  and  the  promptness 
of  the  fire  department,  by  all  of  which  a  great  mass  of  property 
and  many  lives  are  annually  saved  firom  destruction. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIL 

Conuneroe  and  Manafiictorea.— Shipping  compared  with  New-York.— Bay  and  Harboar 
of  Boston.— Navy.yard.— Dry-dock  and  Ropewalk.— Shipe-of-War,  the  Ohio  and  Co- 
in mbos.— Statistic*  of  the  American  Navy.— Efficiency  of  their  Shipe,  Officers,  and 
Crews.— Causes  of  this,  as  compared  with  the  British  Navy.— Number  tod  Classes 
of  American  Naval  Officers.— Total  annual  Expense  of  the  American  Navy. 

The  manufactures  and  commerce  of  Massachusetts  have  been 
spoken  of  in  desciibing  the  revenues  of  the  state.    The  commerce 
of  Boston  is  not  so  extensive  nor  so  varied  as  that  of  New-Yoik, 
but  its  merchants  are  more  substantially  opulent,  and  its  operations 
are  on  ^  larger  and  more  comprehensive  scale.    The  trade  with 
India  and  China  is  either  carried  on  direct  from  Boston  and  Salem, 
or  the  capital  for  conducting  it  is  furnbhed  from  thence,  though  the 
ships  may  nominally  sail  from  and  arrive  at  New-York.    Many 
ships  are  engaged  m  the  whale-fisheries  from  this  port ;  and  the 
Pacific  Islands  and  the  west  coast  of  South  America  are  frequently 
visited  by  Boston  vessels.    There  are  no  sailing  packets  from  hence 
to  LfOndon,*  and  only  an  occasional  ship  to  that  port  or  to  Liver- 
pool ;  New-York  possessing  almost  the  monopoly  of  trade  to  these 
ports,  from  her  great  natural  advantages.    The  ships  of  Boston, 
though  not  so  numerous  as  those  of  New- York,  are  large,  substan- 
tial, and  handsome  vessels;  and,  like  all  American  merchant  ships, 
are  abundantly  well  fitted  in  everything  necessatty  to  their  safety, 
at  anchor  or  at  sea.    Their  crews  are  also  composed  of  an  ade- 
quate number  of  seamen,  at  eood  wages,  and  the  ships  are  con-  ^ 
stantly  kept  in  the  best  possible  order  and  repair.    In  all  these  re-  ^ 
spects,  as  well  as  in  that  of  uniting  in  their  beautiful  models  the 
three  qualities  of  good  stowage,  fast  sailing,  and  riding  well  in  a 
gale,  they  are  decidedly  superior  to  the  averaQ;e  run  of  British 
vessels  of  the  same  class ;  consequently,  they  make  better  voyages, 
and  return  larger  profits  to  their  owners,  officers,  and  crews. 

An  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  comparative  extent  of  ship- 
building and  commerce  in  New-York  and  Massachusetts,  by  the 
statement  of  the  commerce  of  the  two  states,  and  the  number  and 
class  of  vessels  built  in  each  in  the  year  ending  1837,  which  was  as 
follows : 

Imports  and  exports  of  New- York  State,    S8,930,638  dollars. 
Imports  and  exports  of  Massachusetts,       10,380,346. 

The  commerce  of  Massachusetts  is  scarcely,  therefore,  more  than 
one  third  of  the  amount  of  the  commerce  of  New-York,  becai»e 
New-York  carries  on  the  commerce  of  nearly  all  the  interior  states 
of  the  South  and  West  as  well  as  her  own.    In  ship-building,  how- 
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ever,  Massachusetts  has  the  superiority  over  New*York,  tiioiigh 
both  fall  short  of  the  State  of  Maine.  The  returns  for  1837  fpye 
the  following  results :  '  ., 


flbips. 

Total  of  the  State  of  Maine  ...  30  27,032 
Total  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  34  38,273 
Total  of  the  State  of  New- York     .    24        19,924  ^ 

The  reason  of  t^  difference  is,  that  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
ships  and  smaller  craft  are  built  for  other  ports  besides  their  own, 
though  these  require  a  considerable  supply,  especially  Portland, 
Portsmouth,  Newburyport,  Salem,  Marblehead,  Boston,  and  Plym- 
outh, all  of  which  have  ships  engaged  in  distant  voyages,  as  well 
as  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  to  a  great  extent 

The  bay  and  harbour  of  Boston  are  among  the  finett  in  the 
world.  The  bay  contains  about  seventy-five  square  miles  of  space, 
with  upward  of  100  islands  and  rocl^  above  water,  to  vary  the 
aspect  of  its  surface,  and  to  protect  the  shipping  within,  by  acting 
as  breakwaters  against  the  Atlantic  Sea.  It  receives  into  its  waters 
four  rivers :  the  Uharles,  the  Neponset,  the  Mystic,  and  the  Mannit- 
icut,  besides  other  smaller  streams.  The  harbour,  which  is  at  the 
extremity  of  thb  bay,  is  capable  of  containing,  at  anchor  and  along-  ^ 
side  the  wharves,  at  least  1000  ships,  without  inconvenience  to  any 
from  want  of  room ;  and  there  is  abundant  draught  of  water  for  the 
largest  vessels,  as  line-of-battle  ships  pass  up  with  ease  to  the  Navy- 
yard,  which  is  beyond  the  portion  of  the  harbour  occupied  by  the 
merchant  ships  and  coasting  vessels. 
The  Navy-yard  is  situated  at  Charlestown,  one  of  the  many  sub* 
^  orbs  of  Boston,  though  first  settled  in  1630  by  Governor  Win- 
~  throp's^  company,  before  Boston  was  founded.  It  has  at  present 
8500  inhabitant^  and  ten  places  of  public  worship,  a  spacious 
market,  an  almshouse,  three  banks,  and  many  other  public  edifices, 
so  that  it  is  a  large  town  in  itself,  but  is  only  regarded  as  a  subuilt 
of  Boston.  The  Navy-yard  here  occupies  about  60  acres  of  area; 
and  as  Charlestown  is  seated  on  a  neck  of  land,  or  peninsula,  like 
Boston  itself,  the  Navy-yard  is  placed  at  its  extremity.  It  is  Uiud 
surrounded  on  three  of  its  sides  by  water,  and  on  the  fourth  by 
land,  where  ^  is  enclosed  by  a  fine  granite  wall  inside,  and  abut- 
ting upon  which  are  most  of  the  storehouses  and  magazines  con- 
nected with  the  establishment,  as  well  as  a  fine  mansion  and  gar^ 
dens  for  the  residence  of  the  naval  officer  in  command,  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  whole. 

In  our  visit  to  the  Navy-yard  we  had  the  pleasure  to  be  accom- 
panied by  this  officer,  Commodore  Downes,  who,  with  great  cour^ 
tesy  and  kindness,  accompanied  us  personally  over  the  whole  of 
the  works,  as  well  as  on  board  the  ^ips.pf  war  then  l}ing  there  to 
left  One  of  the  finest  diy-dadcs  in  the  world  is  contamed  in  flua 
Navy-yard.    It  is  built  ei||Mly  of  hewn  granite,  executed  in  the 
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hmt  ffjik  of  masonry.  The  dock  is  341  feet  m  length,  ^^K^^ 
m  breadth,  and  thirty  in  depth,  and  is  consequently  large  enough 
to  receive  the  largest  ship  in  the  British  or  American  navy.  There 
are  two  sets  of  moving  gates  at  the  entrance,  which  is  sixty  feet 
across,  each  of  which  gates  weighs  fifty  tons.  Outside  there  is  a 
floating  gate,  built  like  an  ordinary  vessel,  sixty  feet  long,  fifteen 
feet  wide,  and  thirty  feet  high,  weighing  about  300  tons,  and  re* 
quiring  nineteen  feet  water  to  float  it  This  floating  gate  contains 
timber  enough  to  build  a  ship  of  400  tons'  burden,  and  from  three 
to  four  thousand  dollars  worth  of  copper  sheathing  and  bolts  have 
been  used  on  it  The  turning  gates  at  high  water  sustain  a  pres- 
sure equal  to  800  tons ;  and  the  dock  itself  is  emptied  of  its  water, 
when  required  to  be  made  dry,  by  means  of  an  hydraulic  apparatus, 
worked  %  a  steam-engine  of  sixty-horse  power,  which  discharges 
twelve  hogsheads  at  every  stroke  of  the  pumps,  and  completely 
exhausts  the  dock  in  a  few  hours. 

The  ropewalk  of  the  Navy-yard  is  one  of  the  finest  I  ever  re- 
member to  have  seen.  It  is  nearly  half  a  mile  in  length,  two  sto- 
ries in  height ;  it  is  built  entirely  of  the  same  beautifiiil  granite  as 
that  used  m  the  construction  of  the  dry-dock,  and  is  roofed  with 
iron  and  slate.  The  window-shutters  are  all  cased  with  iron,  and 
the  whole  is  rendered  fireproof.  Some  very  recent  and  excellent 
improvements  have  been  introduced  into  the  machinery  here,  by  a 
native  American  engineer,  Mr.  Tread  well,  by  which  a  steam-engme 
at  one  end  of  the  building  is  made  to  furnish  the  requisite  power 
for  performing  all  the  operations  of  rope-making,  with  very  little 
aid  from  the  labour  of  men,  from  the  first  combing  of  the  hemp 
and  spinning;  it  into  threads,  to  the  tarring  and  twisting  the  yarn, 
and  the  winding  of  the  whole  into  the  hawser  or  the  cable  required* 

I  had  seen  some  of  the  best  ropewalks  in  England,  both  in  die 
royal  dockyards,  and  in  the  private  establishments  of  London  and 
Other  ports ;  but  I  remember  nothing  equal  to  this  of  Boston,  either 
in  the  beauty  and  perfection  of  the  building  and  the  machinery,  or 
the  admirable  uniformity  of  strain  in  every  strand  and  every  fibre 
of  the  rope  produced ;  or  the  finished  roundaess,  smoothness,  and 
flexibility  of  the  largest  hawsers  and  cables,  of  which  several  were 
submitted  to  our  examination,  both  in  progress  and  completed. 

The  large  sheds  used  in  the  dockyards  of  England  to  cover  ships 
while  building  are  also  used  here;  and  at  the  present  moment 
there  were  three  of  such  buildings,  covering  two  frigates  and  a  line- 
of-battle  ship  now  constructing  oeneath  them.  Two  noble  vessels 
of  the  latter  class  lay  alongside  the  yard,  there  being  water  enough 
for  the  largest  ships  to  lie  close  to  the  wharves  at  low-water  spring- 
tides, and  never  touch  the  ground.  These  ships  were  the  Colum- 
bus and  the  Ohio,  both  fitting  out  for  fiareign  stations ;  and  these 
we  were  mvited  to  inspect  The  Obb  was  built  in  New-York  in 
1820,  the  Columbus  m  Washiogtoa  in  ]ftl9.    They  are  both  c^ed 
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74'8,  bat,  like  our  ships-of-war  of  the  same  class,  they  carry  ino^  gidis 
than  they  are  rated  at  The  Ohio  has  54  feet  beam,  and  is  nearly 
7  feet  high  between  decks.  Both  carry  about  86  guns,  48-poundU 
ers  on  the  main  and  lower  deck,  and  24-pounders  on  the  quarter- 
deck and  forecastle.  Everything  about  them  was  on  a  larger  scale 
than  in  our  English  74's ;  and  their  crews,  especially,  more  numer- 
ous and  more  efficient,  800  men  and  boys  being  the  complement 
of  either,  besides  the  officers.  The  men  being  all  obtained  by  vol- 
untary enlistment,  enables  the  commanders  to  choose  only  efficient 
hands ;  and  their  crews  are,  therefore,  all  picked  men.  The  boys 
are,  by  a  recent  law  of  Congress,  apprenticed  for  a  term  of  years, 
with  their  own  consent  and  that  of  their  parents,  to  the  navy,  -and 
are  taken  great  care  of  in  their  training. 

We  were  shown  the  schoolroom  of  the  Columbus,  in  an  enclo- 
sure on  the  main  deck,  close  to  the  bows,  and  underneath  the  fore- 
castle, where  about  50  of  these  boys  were  receiving  instruction,  in 
reading  and  writing,  from  their  masters.  The  discipline  is  quite  as 
strict  as  in  the  English  navy ;  but,  as  impressment  is  never  resorted 
to  to  procure  men,  there  is  no  necessity  for  that  restraint  on  their 
intercourse  with  the  shore  which  is  imposed  by  the  fear  of  their 
desertion ;  for,  in  general,  they  are  so  much  more  comfortable  in 
ships-of-war  than  in  merchant  vessels,  from  receiving  as  good 
pay  and  proTisions,  with  less  hard  work  and  better  accommo- 
dations for  sleeping,  with  the  advantage  of  medical  attendance 
when  needing  it,  that  it  is  rather  a  privilege  to  get  a  berth  in  a 
ship  of  the  navy,  where  none  but  the  best  men  are  received ;  and 
the  discharge  of  a  dissatisfied  seaman  is  often  sufficient  punishment, 
as  there  are  never  wanting  candidates  ready  to  fill  his  place. 

The  American  navy  comprises  at  present  1  three-decker  of  120 

{runs,  the  Pennsylvania,  bmlt  at  Philadelphia,  and  said  to  be  the 
argest  ship  in  the  world,  capable  of  mounting  150  guns,  though 
rated  at  only  120,  and  probably  carryiiig  no  more  at  present;  11 
two-deckers,  rated  as  74's,  though  all  capable  of  carrymg  from  80 
to  90  guns  each ;  18  frigates,  of  64, 44,  and  36  guns  respectively; 
16  sloops,  of  24  and'18  guns  each ;  and  10  schooners,  of  12  and  10 
guns  each,  making  altogether  only  56  vessels  of  every  class ;  and  yet, 
small  as  it  is  in  the  number  of  its  ships,  its  efficiency  is  so  ^eat, 
and  the  skill  of  its  officers  and  seamen  so  conspicuous,  that  it  is  su- 
perior in  actual  force  to  anv  other  navy  in  the  world,  except  that 
of  Great  Britain,  and  would  not  shrink,  single-handed,  from  a  con- 
test with  it,  ffun  for  gun  and  man  for  man,  with  a  great  probabil- 
ity of  being  Uie  victor. 

This  is  easily  accounted  for,  without  supposing  the  American  of- 
ficers or  seamen  to  be  at  all  more  brave  than  the  British,  which  I 
do  not  believe  they  are,  and  which  even  the  Americans  themselves 
would  hardly  pretend  to  sajr*  It  is  enough  to  admit  that,  in  point 
of  courage,  there  is  no  dimrence  between  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
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of  Eogland  and  their  descendants  in  the  United  States ;  but,  admit- 
jting  fbem  to  be  equal  in  this  respect,  the  Americans  have  a  great 
advantage  over  us  in  every  other  particular. 

In  the  first  place,  their  ships  of  each  class  are  larger,  more  roomy 
for  action,  more  airy  for  health,  and  much  greater  attention  is  paid 
in  them  to  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  seamen  than  in 
£nglish  shiiKhof-war.  In  the  second  place,  their  ships  are  more 
amply  fitted  and  supplied  in  every  description  of  naval  stores. 
There  is  no  stinting,  as  in  the  British  navy,  of  rope,  canvass,  spars, 
plank,  blocks,  tar,  paint,  and  every  other  requisite  for  immediate 
and  complete  repair  of  everything  requiring  it  In  the  third  place, 
their  officers  are  all  thorough-bred  seamen,  rocked  on  the  ocean 
from  their  boyhood,  and  attaming  to  their  respective  ranks  only  by 
hard  service  and  distinguished  merit,  regulated  also  by  senioritv ; 
while  in  the  British  navy,  sons  of  the  aristocracy  mount  up  wfth 
rapidity  firom  midshipmen  to  post-captains,  often  without  seeing 
any  service  to  give  them  experience,  while  lieutenants,  over  whose 
heads  they  walk  in  promotion,  remain  unhonoured  and  neglected, 
whatever  the  length  of  their  services  or  the  extent  of  their  claims 
as  officers  and  seamen.  In  the  fourth  place,  the  crews,  instead  of 
h&ng  dragged  unwillingly  on  board  by  imprenment,  and  there 
mingled  with  the  jailbirds,  as  they  are  called,  the  sweepings  of  the 
police-offices  and  prisons,  with  only  a  portion  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany, are  here  formed  of  thorough-bred  and  efficient  able  seamen, 
which  compose  the  entire  crews  of  the  American  navy,  got  togeth- 
er by  the  inducements  of  good  pay,  good  provisions,  good  treat- 
ment, and  liberty  to  leave  the  service  or  renew  their  engagements 
at  the  end  of  the  three  years  for  which  they  first  entered. 

The  American  navy,  efficient  as  it  is  in  the  excellence  of  its 
ships,  is  not  overburdened,  like  the  English  navy,  with  hosts  of 
superfluous  officers.  Instead  of  having  at  the  rate  of  one  admiral 
for  everjr  ship  in  commissioo,  it  has  no  admirals  at  all ;  and  of  the 
rank  which  corresponds  to  this  in  their  navy,  namely,  commodores, 
there  is  only  one  to  each  station  in  which  they  may  actually  have 
a  squadron,  while  the  rest  of  the  officers  are  just  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  required  for  their  ships,  and  no  more.  The  list  for 
1838  comprises  the  following : 

Captains 50        Lieutenants 996 

Masters  Commandant  .    .    48        Midshipmen 454 

with  a  corresponding  proportion  of  soigeons,  pursers,  sailing-mas- 
ters, and  warrant-officers.  The  expense  of  the  whole  is  less  than 
one  million  sterling  per  annum ;  the  actual  cost  in  the  last  year, 
including  the  whole  of  the  naval  service,  expenses  of  the  aavy- 
yards,  ship-building,  stores,  repairs,  buildings,  and  gradual  im- 
prorements,  bemg  only  3,864,9^9  dollars. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVra. 

Environs  of  Boston.— Banker  Hill.— Dimensions  and  Cost  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Obelisk. 
—Town  of  Chelsea  sod  Richmond  Hill.— Brookline,  Brighton,  and  Cambridge.— 
Dorchester,  Roxbary,  Jamaica  Plams,  and  Milton  HilL— Beauty  and  Advsntages  of 
these  Rural  Retreats.— Mount  Auburn,  the  Cemetery  of  Boston. — Description  of  its 
Grounds  and  Prospects.— Imposing  Ceremony  at  Consecration  DelJ.— Citizen  en^god 
in  preparing  his  own  Grave.— Comparison  of  Mount  Auburn  with  Fire  la  Chaise.— 
Tomb  of  Hannah  Adams.— Death,  Interment,  and  Monument  of  Spurzheim. 

The  environs  of  Boston,  among  which  Charlestown  and  the  Nayy- 
yard  may  be  numbered,  contain  many  other  interesting  objects  well 
worthy  of  a  traveller's  inspection,  and,  consequently,  of  a  brief  de- 
scription. Among  these  are  the  celebrated  Bunker  Hill  and  its 
monument,  Chelsea,  Cambridge,  Brookline,  Brighton,  Dorchester^ 
Roxbury,  Milton  Hill,  and,  though  last,  not  least,  the  beautiful 
cemetery  of  Mount  Auburn. 

Bunker  Hill,  the  scene  of  the  celebrated  battle  of  June  17, 1775, 
during  the  American  Revolution,  is  situated  not  far  from  the  Navj^ 

J'ard,  the  eminence  being  113  feet  above  the  level  of  the  harbour^ 
t  still  retains  some  portion  of  the  redoubts  and  intrenchments 
thrown  up  on  that  memorable  occasion,  though  the  traces  of  these 
are  growmg  fainter  every  year.  To  keep  this  battle-eround,  how- 
ever, constantly  before  the  eyes  of  the  American  people,  it  was  de- 
termined to  erect  on  the  hill  a  granite  obelisk  of  a  sufficient  size  to 
be  seen  by  all  ships  entering  the  harboilr,  and  of  sufficient  solidity 
to  last  to  the  latest  posterity.  Having  raised  by  subscription  about 
60,000  .dollars,  and  being  confident  that  if  more  were  required  the 
rest  could  be  as  easily  obtained,  the  projectors  of  this  undertakine 
first  purchased  the  land  on  the  hill,  the  wea  of  which  is  about  15 
acres,  for  24,000  dollars.  The  foundation-stone  of  the  obelisk  was 
then  laid  by  the  lamented  General  Lafayette,  on  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1825,  just  fifty  years  after 
the  fight  was  won ;  and  the  attraction  of  the  occasion  and  the  per- 
son combined  drew  together  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  the 
largest  assembly  ever  seen  in  Boston. 

The  design  of  the  obelisk  was  to  make  it  30  feet  square  at  the 
base,  15  feet  square  at  the  sununit  from  whence  the  sloping  to  a 
point  was  to  commence,  and  220  feet  in  height  On  this  scale  it 
was  begun,  and  of  the  80  courses  of  Quincy  granite  of  two  feet 
eight,  inches  in  thickness,  of  whicb  the  whole  obelisk  was  to  con- 
sist, 14  only  were  completed ;  by  which  time  not  only  had  all  the 
funds  subscribed  been  expended,  but  an  additional  20,000  dollars 
raised  by  a  mortgage  of  the  land.  There  the  work  was  suspended; 
and  although  the  architect,  Mr.  Willand,  generously  subscribed 
Vou  n.— 3  B  • 
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1000  dollars  to  the  fund,  and  offered  the  gratuitous  devotion  of 
three  years  of  time  to  the  completion  of  the  monument,  his  appeal 
met  with  no  responsive  echo  in  the  feelings  of  the  citizens,  and  the 
work  remains  uncompleted  still.  During  my  stay  at  Boston  a 
committee  was  formed,  and  another  powerful  appeal  made  to  the 
patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  the  community,  to  raise  only  30 fiOO 
dollars,  for  which  the  architect  had  offered  to  complete  the  work ; 
but  this  appeal,  like  all  former  ones  on  the  same  subject,  fell  pow- 
erless to  tne  ground,  and  nothing  was  effected  by  it 

The  cause  of  this  indifference  is  variously  accounted  for.  Some 
attribute  it  to  the  growth  of  the  conservative  spirit,  which  looks 
with  dislike  and  distrust  to  all  revolutionary  principles  and  com- 
memoration of  revolutionary  actions;  others  attribute  it  to  the 
erowing  objections  to  all  war  and  warlike  monuments,  firom  the 
mfluence  of  the  Peace  Societies.  Some  think  that  the  prudent  and 
economical  are  unwilling  to  spend  their  money  on  that  which  will 
yield  no  interest  or  profitable  return ;  and  others,  again,  attribute  it 
to  the  fickleness  of  the  American  character,  which  is  apt  to  be 
strongly  excited  by  sudden  impulses  of  feeling,  and  as  apt  to  ^nk 
into  uie  opposite  state  of  stupor  and  lethargy  when  the  excitement 
k  over :  a  state  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  arouse  them,  except  by 
producing  a  new  excitement  on  an  entirely  new  subject* 

An  amusing  instance  is  given  in  the  prmted  descriptions  of  this 
monument,  of  the  national  vanity  of  making  the  most  of  everything 
produced  in  America  by  comparison  with  the  monuments  of  other 
countries.  For  instance,  it  is  said  that  this  monument,  when  fin- 
ished, "  will  be  the  highest  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  and  only  be- 
low the  height  of  the  Egyptian  Pyramids !"  to  which  it  is  added, 
"  the  whole  quantity  of  stone  necessary  for  this  work  is  6700  tons.'* 
Now,  besides  the  height  of  at  least  a  dozen  of  the  spires  of  Gothic 
cathedrals  in  Europe  exceeding  220  feet,  and  several  above  300, 
|L'  to  say  nothing  of  the  dome  of  St  Paul's  in  London  and  of  St  Pe- 
^^  ter*s  at  Rome,  both  above  400,  and  the  Egyptian  Pyramid  above 
600,  or  nearly  three  times  as  high  as  the  obelisk  on  Bunker  Hill, 
the  difference  in  bulk  is  much  more  striking ;  for,  while  the  num- 
ber of  tons  of  stone  in  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  would  be  only 
6700,  the  tons  of  stone  in  the  great  Pyramid  of  Egypt  exceed 
6,000,000 :  the  comparison  is  therefore  unfortunate,  as  it  would 
take  895  Bunker  Hill  Monuments  to  make  one  such  pyramid  as 
that  of  Cheops  at  Memphis. 

The  town  of  Chelsea,  though  incorporated  in  1738  as  a  separate 
town,  was  formerly  considered  to  be  a  part  of  Boston,  and  is  still 
regarded  as  one  of  its  suburbs,  the  communication  with  it  being 
through  Charlestown  already  described.     It  is  about  three  miles 

*  Since  this  was  written  a  ladies'  bazar  has  been  hiid,  by  which  a  larve  sam  was 
raised  towards  iu  completion ;  to  which  Mademoiselle  Celeste,  a  celebratM  poblic  dan- 
COT,  eonUibated  1000  doUars. 
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distant  from  the  city  in  a  northeast  directiony  and  is  seated  on  a 
pleasant  eminence  called  Richmond  Hill,  the  summit  of  which  is 
about  220  feet  above  the  level  of  the  harbour.  The  River  Mystic 
empties  itself  into  Lynn  Bay  at  this  spot,  and  the  Chelsea  beach  is 
a  favourite  place  of  resort  in  the  summer. 

The  two  Naval  Hospitals  are  here,  and  are  fine  institutions,  well 
conducted.  There  are  a  number  of  pretty  villas  and  mansions 
scattered  over  the  summit  and  sides  of  the  hill,  and  the  communi- 
cation with  Boston  by  the  Charlestown  Bridge  and  the  Winnisim- 
met  Ferry,  in  steamboats  crossing  several  times  in  the  hour,  makes 
it  a  convenient  place  of  residence  for  persons  engaged  in  business 
at  Boston,  and  desiring  to  retire  from  the  city  at  night 

Brookline  and  Brighton  are  two  smaU  but  interesting  towns,  ly- 
ing within  a  short  distance  of  Boston  and  Cambridge ;  and  Dor- 
chester, Roxbury,  and  Jamaica  Plains,  in  another  direction,  with 
Milton  Hill  beyond  them  all,  form  additional  resources  for  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  Boston  to  enjoy,  within  a  convenient  distance 
of  from  three  to  eight  miles,  the  pleasure  of  country  residences, 
with  good  air,  fine  prospect,  excellent  gardens,  and  pleasant  rides, 
in  as  great  variety  of  perfection  as  in  any  city  of  Europe. 

In  visiting  these  neighbouring  stations,  indeed,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  be  struck  with  the  same  air  of  substantial  comfort,  mingled 
with  neatness  and  elegance,  which  characterizes  the  town  dwell- 
ings of  the  merchants  of  Boston.  There  is  no  ostentatious  display,  f 
no  pretensions  to  anything  beyond  the  station  of  the  occupiers,  but 
a  quiet  air  of  rural  retirement,  with  just  as  much  of  elegance  as  >• 
harmonizes  with  the  idea  of  abundance  and  comfort,  but  no  more ; 
and  this  we  found,  in  all  the  houses  we  visited,  to  be  as  character- 
istic of  their  interior  as  their  exterior. 

The  most  interesting  spot,  however,  in  all  the  environs  of  Bos- 
ton, varied  and  beautiful  as  they  are  beyond  that  of  any  other  city 
we  had  yet  seen  in  the  United  States,  is  the  Cemetery  at  Mount 
Auburn.  We  visited  this  spot,  in  company  with  one  of  its  propri- 
etors, on  a  beautiful  day  towards  the  close  of  September,  while  the 
rich  foliage  of  autumn  still  clothed  its  woods,  and  when  every- 
thing in  nature  was  favourable  to  our  seeing  it  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage ;  but,  highly  as  our  expectations  had  been  raised  by  all 
that  we  had  heard  of  this  Cemetery,  they  were  fully  realized. 

The  spot  chosen  for  this  purpose  is  at  a  distance  of  about  five 
miles  from  Boston,  and  the  road  to  it  lies  through  the  town  of 
Cambridge  and  by  the  Colleges  of  Harvard  University.  The  area 
of  the  Cemetery  is  about  100  acres,  extending  from  the  main  road, 
which  passes  by  its  front,  to  the  banks  of  the  Charles  River,  which 
runs  along  its  rear.  It  was  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  ^'  Stone's 
Woods,"  from  the  name  of  the  original  proprietor,  and  the  abun- 
dance and  variety  of  its  beautiful  trees.  It  was  next  called  ^*  Sweet 
Auburn,"  probably  from  the  well-known  line  of  Goldsmithi 
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"  Sweet  Aubam,  loveliest  Tillage  of  the  plain." 

It  was  purchased  by  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society  in 
1831;  and  its  beautifully-uudulated  surface,  its  rich  umbrageous 
woods,  and  its  perfect  seclusion  and  tranquillity,  combining  every 
requisite  for  a  cemetery,  it  was  determined  to  devote  it  to  this  pur- 
pose. At  the  same  time,  portions  of  the  area  were  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  Horticultural  Society  as  an  experimental  garden,  and  the 
two  objects  were  thus  happily  united  without  injury  to  either. 

The  principal  eminence  of  this  spot,  called  by  distinction  Mount 
Auburn,  is  125  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river  that  washes  the 
edge  of  the  grounds,  and  from  it  the  view  is  extensive  and  beauti- 
ful, embracing,  as  it  does,  a  fine  prospect  of  the  city  of  Boston,  with 
most  of  its  suburbs,  the  winding  river,  the  cultivated  fields,  and  the 
blue  ridge  of  the  Milton  Hills  in  the  distance ;  while  the  buildings 
of  Cambridge  University  to  the  east,  the  fine  lake  called  Fresh 
Pond  to  the  north,  and  the  elevated  lands  of  Watertown  and 
Brighton,  with  the  numerous  country  seats  and  villas  scattered 
around,  complete  a  picture  of  great  extent  and  beauty.  A^  hile  all 
this  prospect,  however,  may  be  enjoyed  from  the  summit  of  the 
mount,  a  few  yards  of  descent  will  bring  the  visiter  within  the 
shadows  of  the  deep  forest  and  secluded  glade,  where  he  may  be 
as  much  shut  out  from  the  visible  world  as  if  he  were  a  thousand 
miles  from  any  habitation.  One  of  these  beautiful  spots,  forming  a 
^  hollow  and  almost  circular  valley,  surrounded  with  a  steep,  risinff 
amphitheatre  of  hills  covered  with  thick  wood,  and  a  beautifid 
^  sheet  of  water  in  the  centre,  is  called  Consecration  Dell,  from  its 
being  the  spot  judiciously  chosen  for  the  public  service  of  conse- 
crating the  ground  on  the  24th  of  September,  1831,  just  seven 
years  ago,  and  in  the  same  season  of  the  year  in  which  we  now 
saw  it. 

Those  who  were  present  at  that  ceremony,  of  whom  our  friend 
and  companion  was  one,  describe  it  as  most  imposing  and  impress- 
ive, which  may  be  readily  conceived.  Around  this  amphitheatre 
of  wooded  hills  were  seated  many  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  and  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  and  in  the  arena  be- 
low, around  the  margin  of  the  lake,  were  placed  the  principal  per- 
sonages who  officiated  in  the  services  of  the  day.  An  eloquent 
and  impressive  address  was  then  delivered  by  Judge  Story,  which 
made  a  deep  impression  on  all  who  heard  it ;  and  when  this  was 
followed  by  the  singing  of  an  ode  by  Mr.  Pierpont,  to  the  music 
of  the  Old  Hundredth  psalm,  the  mingling  of  the  thousands  of 
voices,  of  all  ages  and  of  both  sexes,  ascending  from  this  hollow 
dell  to  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  above,  as  the  pure  homage  of  a 
delighted  and  grateful  multitude  to  the  great  Creator  of  the  Uni- 
verse, was  overpoweringly  grand  and  sublime,  and  seemed  to  touch 
the  hearts  of  all  who  witnessed  this  impressive  scene  with  a  spirit 
of  humility,  devotion,  reverence,  and  awe.* 

^*  A  copy  of  thia  ode  wiU  be  found  in  Uie  Appendix,  No.  VII. 
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The  arrangement,  or  laying  out  of  the  grounds  generally,  is  in 
good  taste,  uniting  the  simpucity  of  nature  vfiih  the  order  and 
preaervation  of  art  The  monuments  hitherto  erected  are  not  so 
▼aried  in  form  and  style  as  it  is  desirable  they  should  be ;  but 
though  there  is  a  little  too  much  of  formality  and  sameness  in  the 
separation  of  the  several  allotments  of  ground,  and  the  monuments 
enclosed  in  them,  there  i»  nothing  offensire  from  either  of  the  ex- 
tremes of  ostentation  or  meanness,  while  many  of  the  tombs  are 
beautiful,  and  would  be  so  regarded  anywhere. 

Each  allotment  contains  300  square  feet,  which  is  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  a  family  burial-place ;  and  about  250  of  these  allotments 
baye  been  sold  at  sixty  dollars  each,  the  purchaser  holding  the 
nx)t  in  fee  forever  to  them  and  their  descendants.  Nearly  all  of 
these  are  enclosed,  as  soon  as  purchased,  with  iron  railings  of  va- 
rious patterns  and  different  degrees  of  costliness ;  and  in  a  great 
many  the  monuments  are  erected  in  anticipation,  and  inscribed 
with  the  names  of  their  future  occupants,  though  the  parties  are 
still  living,  and  many  of  them  in  the  prime  of  life.  We  met,  in- 
deed, dunng  our  visit  to  the  Cemetery,  one  person  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  act  of  digging  his  own  vault,  and  preparing  the 
ground  around  it  for  enclosure.  He  was  a  farmer  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  had  purchased  the  requisite  square  for  his  family 
burial-ground ;  and  having  spare  time  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  bemg  used  to  labour,  he  came  in,  he  said,  for  a  few  hours  each  ^ 
day  to  do  this  portion  of  the  work,  and,  when  this  was  completed^ 
the  mason  and  the  sculptor  would  do  the  rest  .  ^ 

Howejrer  unusual  this  may  seem,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that 
it  is  wise  and  beneficial  for  men  to  familianze  themselves  more 
than  they  do  with  the  certainty  of  that  (jieath  from  which  none  can 
hope  to  be  exempt,  to  contemplate  more  frequently  the  tomb  to 
which  they  must  all  descend.  There  can  be  no  good  reason  why 
death  should  be  associated  with  sorrow  and  gloom,  as  it  is  the 
common  practice  of  mankind  to  do.  Regarded  only  as  a  release 
from  the  pains  and  anxieties,  the  sorrows  and  the  cares  inseparable 
from  ordinary  existence,  it  would  seem  to  present  an  acceptable 
asylum,  **  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary 
are  at  rest ;"  but,  regarded  in  the  still  higher  and  more  ennobling 
light  of  a  passage  from  mortality  to  immortality — from  the  dark- 
ness, doubt,  and  ignorance  of  mere  humanity,  to  the  light,  the  con- 
fidence, and  the  full  meridian  of  intelligence  and  happbess,  to 
which  this  immortalihr  will  lead  the  spirit  or  the  soul  when  disen- 
cumbered of  its  earthly  tenement — it  is  altogether  unworthy  of 
those  ¥^0  regard  death  in  this  endearing  and  inviting  point  of 
view,  to  speak  of  its  approach  with  regret,  to  associate  its  occur- 
rence with  mourning,  or  to  refer  to  it  ii^.terms  of  sorrow  or  repi- 
ning. Everything  that  can  wean  mankind  from  tins  too  general 
habit  should  be  hailed  as  an  important  improvement    I  shoukl  re» 
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joice,  therefore,  to  see  the  day  when  the  convictioii  of  death  being 
a  blessing  rather  than  a  curse  should  become  so  general  as  that 
all  mention  of  it  as  an  evil  should  be  avoided,  all  associations  of 
sorrow  and  mourning  with  it  be  discontinued.  Its  arrival  ought  to 
be  so  calmly  and  placidly  anticipated,  that  man's  chief  care  should 
be,  not  how  he  could  best  protract  the  period  of  its  coming,  so  as 
to  lengthen  out  his  days  upon  the  eailli,  but  how  he  could  best 
prepare  himself  to  meet  his  end  with  resignation  and  joy,  in  the 
confidence  that  his  past  life  would  not  dishonour  his  name  when  it 
came  to  be  inscribed  on  the  mansion  of  death,  and  that  the  im- 
mortality which  awaited  him  beyond  the  tomb  would  be  such  as  it 
would  be  worthy  of  a  wise  and  beneficent  Deity  to  bestow,  and  of 
an  intellectual  and  never-dying  being  to  receive  at  his  hands :  an 
immortality  as  full  of  unclouded  happiness  to  the  receiver,  as  of 
honour  and  ^lory  to  the  great  Giver  of  all  good  things,  from  whom 
alone  it  could  proceed. 

A  comparison  nas  been  often  made  between  the  Pdre  la  Chaise 
of  Paris  and  the  Mount  Auburn  of  Boston,  and  the  similarity  of 
their  situation  and  their  purpose  naturally  forces  this  comparison 
on  the  mind.  Having  seen  both,  I  may  venture  to  offer  an  opinion 
on  this  subject,  with  great  deference,  however,  to  those  who  may 
think  otherwise.  In  many  respects,  then,  I  think  Mount  Auburn 
superior  to  P^re  la  Chaise.  Its  natural  scenery  of  hill  and  dale,  of 
river,  lake,  and  forest-trees,  with  other  surrounding  objects,  pre* 
gents  a  combination  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  cemetery  of 
Paris,  and  which  is  far  more  in  harmony  with  the  repose  oi^  the 
dead  than  the  most  sumptuous  monuments,  without  these  combi- 
nations, can  be.  In  this  last  respect  Pere  la  Chaise  is  perhaps 
unrivalled.  The  splendid  sepulchral  trophies  raised  within  its  area 
to  the  illustrious  men  of  f^rance  have  no  parallel,  that  I  remem- 
ber, in  modern  nations.  But  even  this  is  in  excess.  The  multipli- 
city of  the  monuments  occasions  the  ground  to  be  cut  up  into  small 
plats,  the  tombs  are  too  crowded,  and  there  is  oflen  a  painful  con- 
trast between  the  overwhelming  magnificence  of  some  and  the 
poverty  and  neglect  of  others,  to  say  nothing  of  the  perpetual  of- 
fences to  good  taste  which  is  offered  by  the  Uttle  pictures,  crosses, 
beads,  and  other  extraneous  ornaments  with  which  many  of  the 
smaller  tombs  are  decorated. 

In  P^re  la  Chaise  you  feel  that  you  are  in  the  immediate  vicini- 
ty of  a  crowded  and  populous  city,  and  that  all  around  you  is  in- 
tended to  catch  the  eye  and  elicit  the  praise  of  the  living,  eveiy- 
thing  being  strained  to  the  utmost  to  produce  an  effect  In  Mount 
Auburn  you  feel  that  you  are  in  the  depths  of  the  most  rural  soli- 
tude, where  Nature  reigns  still  triumphant,  and  where  art  is  but  sub- 
ordinate ;  where  the  tranquil  repose  of  the  dead  is  as  yet  undis- 
turbed by  the  intrusion  of  crowded  throngs,  or  the  simplicity  of  in- 
nocence and  the  gravity  of  death  obscured  by  the  admixture  of  the 
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vainglorious,  the  triffinffy  or  the  bombastic.  And  if  the  good  taste 
of  the  American  people  shall  continue  to  preserve  this  beautiful 
cemetery  in  the  same  state  of  purity,  by  causing  all  their  future  ad- 
ditions to  be  in  subordination  to  the  natural  grandeur  of  the  place, 
and  make  the  ^*  beauty  of  simplicity"  their  general  aim,  it  will  long 
continue  to  enjoy  its  present  superiority,  and  be  as  instructive  and 
profitable  to  the  minds  of  those  who  may  hereafter  visit  it  in  a  be- 
coming spirit  of  reflection  and  meditation,  as  it  is  at  present  agree- 
able to  those  who  frequent  it  as  a  mere  place  of  innocent  and 
{pleasurable  recreation. 

There  is  one  defect,  however,  which  candour  obliges  me  to  men- 
tion, but  happily  it  b  one  which  may  be  easily  remedied.  I  allude 
to  the  Egyptian  gateway  at  the  entrance.  The  great  and  distin- 
guishing characteristics  of  Egyptian  architecture  are,  first,  colossal 
size,  and,  next,  massiveness  and  durability  of  material  In  the 
present  instance,  three  small  gateways,  connected  by  a  slender  wall, 
and  the  whole  sustained  by  an  iron  railing  (a  thing  never  seen  in 
Egyptian  buildmgs),  crowd  the  place  of  entrance ;  whila  the  very 
loftiest  of  the  gates  is  only  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  a  scale  whicn 
everywhere  in  Egypt  would  be  thought  most  diminutive.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  whole  is  to  produce  a  strange  combination  of  heavmess 
and  littleness  quite  unworthy  the  plafie,  and  to  leave  a  most  unfa- 
vourable impression  on  the  visiter.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will 
q>eedily  be  removed,  to  be  replaced  by  a  Grecian  or  Roman  en- 
trance, after  the^ibanner  of  a  triumphal  gateway,  with  a  fine  open 
colonnade  of  the  Ionic  order,  extending  such  length  as  may  be 
thought  necessary,  and  making  a  light  and  graCnul  open  front,  in- 
stead of  the.  cumbrous  and  inappropriate  gates  and  raiUngs  which 
now  form  the  entrance. 

Among  the  tombs  within  the  grounds  there  are  some  of  beautiful 
desi^,  and  many  are  executed  from  the  finest  Italian  marble,  hav- 
ing mdeed  been  made  in  Italy,  and  sent  out  and  erected  here. 
Others  have  been  executed  in  Boston,  and  with  great  taste  and 
skill,  though  this  is  a  branch  of  art  but  recently  cultivated  in  the 
city.  The  tomb  of  the  first  person  interred  within  the  grounds  is 
that  of  Hannah  Adams,  a  lady  of  Boston,  who  was  authoress  of  a 
History  of  the  Jews  and  a  Review  of  the  Christian  Sects.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  within  three  months  after  the  public 
celebration  in  Consecration  DeU,  September,  1831 ;  and  her  inter- 
ment being  the  first  within  the  consecrated  ground,  a  monument 
was  erected  to  her  memory  by  her  female  friends. 

In  the  following  year,  October,  1832,  the  celebrated  John  Caspar 
Spurzheim  was  added  to  the  literary  tenants  of  Mount  Auburn. 
Inis  distinguished  teacher  of  phrenology  had  visited  the  United 
States  from  England,  and  had  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on 
his  favourite  science  in  the  Athenseum  of  Boston  during  the  month 
of  September,  1832.    These  were  so  enthusiastically  received  that 
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lie  was  tniiuced  to  repeat  them ;  and  from  over-exertion  in  tbttr 
delivery  to  very  crowded  audiencet,  a(id  some  want  of  care  in  pro- 
tecting himself  from  the  sudden  changes  o£  temperatare  occaaion- 
ed  by  the  tranntion  from  heated  rooms  to  the  sharp  and  peoetratii^ 
atmosphere  of  an  American  evening  in  autumn,  be  caught  a  se- 
vere  cold,  which  brought  on  a  fever,  and,  alter  an  illnen  of  a  few 
days  only,  this  terminated  in  his  death. 

His  loss  was  very  generally  felt  aud  defdored ;  his  interment  at 
Mount  Auburn  was  largely  attended ;  and  a  beaudtiil  marble  tomb^ 
after  tfae  ^ishion  of  a  Roman  sarcophagus,  with  the  single  wofd 
SPURZHEIM  engraved  on  it,  was  erected  withm  the  Ceneier^ 
over  his  grave,  by  his  fnends  and  admirers  in  Boston.* 
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One  of  the  last  of  the  public  establishments  that  we  viated  is 
the  neighbourhood  of  Boston  was  the  Massachusetts  Stale-prison, 
where  the  warden  accompanied  us  over  every  part  of  the  building, 
and  answered  all  our  inquiries  with  the  greatest  readiness  and  at* 
teotion. 

This  prison  is  situated  at  Charlestown,  and  is  almost  sunoooded 
■  »-  ~ f  -  .!■-  ft~-i  -*  "ijffThtim  TTlir  hi  fimiri  hi  ttn  \pr»nt\i.  Ifn  Till 
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by  fhe  ordinary  dwellings  of  the  mhabitants  in  that  suburb  of  Bos* 
ton,  so  that  in  this  respect  it  is  not  so  advantageously  placed  as 
either  Auburn  or  Singsing,  the  State-prisons  of  New-York,  or  the 
Penitentiary  of  Philadelphia.  The  whole  area  cx>vered  by  the 
prison  is  about  500  feet  long  by  240  feet  wide.  This  is  enclosed 
py  a  strong  wall,  built  of  granite,  five  feet  thick  at  the  base,  and 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  in  height,  surmounted  by  a  wooden 
palisade,  and  the  ramparts  are  guarded  by  a  vigilant  watch  day 
and  night.  On  two  of  its  sides,  the  north  and  west,  the  prison 
'walk  are  washed  by  the  tide-water ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  prison  is  a  large  wharf  for  shipping  off  the  work  executed 
within  it,  and  for  landing  the  materials  and  supplies  it  receives, 
with  a  canal  and  lock  to  admit  boats  to  come  within  the  prison  en- 
closure, under  an  arch  that  is  perfectly  secure. 

The  interior  arrangement  of  the  prison  consists  of  an  open  court 
or  yard,  around  which  are  various  workshops,  especially  a  large 
shed  for  stonecutters,  another  fc^  cabinet-makers,  shops  for  smiths, 
carpenters,  brushmakers,  shoemakers,  and  tailors,  in  whickthe  con- 
victs are  employed  dwring  the  day ;  and  in  another  part  ^  the  yard 
is  the  lai^e  ana  lofty  building  containing  the  solitary  cells,  to  which 
the  prisoners  are  marched  every  evening,  and  where  they  pass  the 
night  Added  to  this  is  a  chapel  fo^public  worship,  storenouse,  a 
kitchen,  and  other  offices  of  various  descriptions.  The  first  cost  of 
the  prison,  beff||e  the  separate  cells  were  built,  was  170,000  dol- 
lars. The  subs^uent  addition  of  these  cells,  of  which  there  are 
300  in  number,  cost  86,000  dollars^  so  that  thejrhole  cost  upward 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  or  more  thm  50,000/.  sterling; 
but  it  is  as  commodious,  perhaps,  as  it  is  ever  denrable  that  a  place 
of  punidmient  should  be,  and  appears  to  be  everywhere  perfectly 
secure. 

The  system  on  which  the  Massachusetts  State-prison  is  governed 
is  the  same  as  that  which  is  in  use  at  Auburn  and  Singsing,  in  the 
State  of  New- York,  and  is  called  "  the  Silent  System,"  m  contra- 
distinction to  the  system  in  use  at  Philadelphia,  which  is  called 
^  the  Solitary  System."  The  romtine  of  occupation  is  the  follow- 
ing :  The  convicts  all  sleep  in  separate  cells,  which  are  about  nine 
feet  long  by  three  feet  six  inches  broad ;  in  each  of  these  is  a  flat 
cot  bottom,  which  turns  up  against  the  wall  by  a  hinge,  and  lets 
down  flat  when  needed  to  sleep  on,  with  a  small  shelf,  a  stool,  and 
a  Bible :  this  is  the  only  furniture  of  each  oiell.  The  prispners  are 
all  summoned  to  work  at  daylight  throughout  the  year,  so  that  in 
summer  they  are  up  before  four  o'clock,  and  in  winter  not  till  nearly 
eight  o'clock.  They  are  first  assembled  in  the  chapel  to  morning 
prayer,  and  then  marched  in  smgle  file  to  their  respective  work- 
shops, where,  with  the  intervals  for  meals  only,  they  are  kept  at 
work  till  sunset  throughout  the  year,  their  summers  day,  therabre, 
being  at  least  fifteen  nours  long,  and  their  wmter's  day  not  more 
VoL.IL— 3C  83 
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than  mne.  The  convicts  entering  the  prison  who  know  any  art  or 
trade,  are  put  to  work  in  the  department  most  neariy  resembling  it ; 
but  they  who  are  not  acquainted  with  any  are  usually  employ^  as 
stonecutters,  this  being  more  easily  learned  than  any  other. 

In  each  workshop  there  is  a  superintendent  aoquamted  with  the 
nature  of  the  work  done  in  it,  who  inspects,  corrects,  and  instructs 
the  convicts  employed ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  there  is  one  or  more 
inspectors,  whose  sole  business  it  is  to  watch  the  convicts  narrowly^ 
to  mark  any  who  are  guilty  of  any  misconduct,  and  report  them  to 
the  warden.  The  rule  of  the  prison  is,  that  no  convict  is  to  speak 
to  another  on  any  pretence  whatever ;  and  if,  in  the  course  of  their 
labour,  it  may  be  necessary  for  one  of  the  workmen  to  communi- 
cate with  the  person  working  with  him,  it  can  only  be  done  through 
the  inspector.  The  person  wishing  to  speak,  therefore,  holds  up 
his  hand,  and  the  inspector  comes  to  him,  when,  ascertaming  what 
is  required  to  be  done,  he  gives  the  order  himself;  but  even  this 
kind  of  mtercourse  must  be  as  seldom  as  possible,  and,  if  unneces- 
sarily bropght  on,  it  is  punished  as  if  the  convicts  conversed  to- 
gether. It  is  freely  admitted,  however,  by  the  officers  themselves, 
that  communications  between  the  prisoners  cannot  be  entirely  pre- 
vented ;  and  by  looks,  signs,  and  whispers,  audible  enough  for  two 
or  three  near  each  other  to  hear  distinctly,  they  can  hold  mtercourse 
in  a  way  that  baffles  all  detection. 

It  was  formerly  the  case  that  each  convict,  or  a  party  working 
together,  had  a  certain  task  allotted  them,  and  an  the  produce  of 
their  labour  beyond  this  was  put  into  a  savings'  bank  to  each  man's 
account ;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  wardens,  this  was  thought  to 
be  productive  of  evil,  and  has  been  discontinued.  At  present  no 
emolument  is  received  by  any  of  the  convicts,  and  the  profits  of 
fheir  labour  forms  the  revenue  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  the 
prison  are  defrayed.  In  the  stone-shed  the  men  were  at  work  on 
some  large  granite  blocks  intended  for  a  public  building  at  Mobile, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  the  cabinet  department  the  men  were 
working  under  contract  for  upholsterers  of  Boston,  who  engage  the 
labour  of  the  men  at  40  cents  a  day,  and  find  them  toob  and  ma- 
terials, while  in  the  town  the  ordinary  wages  of  workmen  exceeds 
a  dollar  a  day,  or  more  than  double  the  prison-rate,  a  competition 
of  which  the  honest  workmen  very  naturally  complain. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  late  commercial  embarrassment,  the 
prison  not  only  maintained  itself,  but  produced  a  surplus  revenue. 
Within  the  last  two  years,  however,  there  has  been  a  deficiency, 
the  double  cause  of  decreased  demand  for  their  labour  and  increas- 
ed cost  of  provisions  having  operated  most  unfavourably :  this  de- 
ficiency the  funds  of  the  state  will  of  course  have  to  supply. 

The  statistics  of  the  Massachusetts  State-prison,  as  drawn  fix>m 
the  latest  report  laid  before  the  State  Legislature,  is  as  follows : 
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Wbole  nomber  of  convicts  in  prison 308 

Received  during  the  past  year 00 

Natives  of  Massachusetts  among  these 40^. 

Natives  of  other  states  in  the  Union 30 

Foreigners  of  all  nations S3 

Natives  of  Ireland  exclusively 13 

Convicted  for  violations  of  property 97 

Convicted  for  crimes  of  violence S 

Recommitments  during  the  year 13 

Deaths  during  the  year 5 

The  principal  classes  of  offences  for  which  the  prisoners  are  con- 
fined are,  out  of  the  302,  for 

Counterfeiting  money  .    .    10 


Larceny 174 

Forgery 19 

Burglary 17 


Attempt  at  rape     ....      8 
Manslaughter 7 


The  ages  of  the  prisoners  vary  from  15  to.  65,  and  their  term  of 
sentence  from  one  year  to  20  years,  and  some  for  life.  One  in- 
stance is  that  of  an  Irish  boy  of  14,  who  was  convicted  of  having 
deliberately  set  fire  to  an  almshouse  and  burned  several  persons  in  * 
it:  he  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged ;  but,  from  his  extreme  youth, 
this  was  commuted  to  confinement  in  the  State  Prison  for  life.  His 
sentence  appeared  to  have  made  little  impression  on  him,  and  he 
had  shown  no  symptoms  of  remorse  or  regret 

Of  the  whole  number  in  prison,  namely,  302,  there  are  17  negroes 
and  7  mulattoes;  the  rest  are  all  whites;  and  the  proportion  of 
coloured  people  to  whites  fluctuates  between  6  and  8  per  cent 

There  are  no  females  at  present  confined  in  the  State-prison,  as 
it  was  found,  by  experience,  disadvantageous  to  both  sexes  that 
they  should  be  kept  in  sight  of  each  other,  and  they  have  since 
been  separated,  the  females  being  now  confined  in  the  House  of 
Correction.  But  it  is  not  many  weeks  since  four  young  females 
were  convicted  of  robbery  on  the  highway,  and  sentenced  to  a  long 
imprisonment ;  they  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  urged  mo^ 
probably  by  intemperance  to  the  act 

On  the  sul^ect  of  the  chief  causes  of  crime,  the  experience  fur^ 
nished  by  the  State*prison  of  Massachusetts  corresponds  with  that 
of  all  other  similar  establishments  in  this  and  in  every  x)ther  coun- 
try yet  examined.  Ignorance,  idleness,  and  intemperance  are  the 
three  prominent  and  most  productive  causes  that  bring  the  unhap- 
py convicts  there  in  the  first  instance ;  and  these,  after  their  first 
confinement,  often  bring  them  again  back  a  second,  and  sometimes 
gven  a  third  time.  On  this  subject  the  report  has  the  following 
striking  and  instructive  observations,  grounded  on  the  experience 
of  years : 

"  We  know  how  very  difficult  it  must  be,  and  is,  for  a  convict  to  take 
and  maintain  a  decent  rank  in  society  when  he  quits  a  prison.    The 
mere  fact  that  he  has  heen  confined  in  it  will  generally  render  it  very 
difficult  for  him  to  obtain  honest  emplofment,  and  idleness  will  be  foi-  > 
lowed  by  bad  company.    Among  the  fini  persons  seen  by  a  discharged 
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convict  who  has  no  employment^  are  the  very  beings  who  were  instm- 
mental  in  consigning  him  to  this  place,  or  persons  of  as  bad  character. 
In  s^eh  company,  all  the  inducements  to  crime  are  again  spread  before 
him,  when  he  has  no  virtuous  friends  whose  advice  or  example  may 
shield  him  from  temptation;  and  it  is  not  matter  of  surprise  if  he  yields 
to  it.  When  we  reflect  that  this  is  probably  the  situation  of  a  majority 
of  those  discharged  every  year,  we  must  consider  it  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  number  of  recommitments  is  so  small,  and  that  it  affords  a 
strong  proof  of  the  good  state  of  moral  discipline  in  this  institution. 
Still  it  is  a  subject  deserving  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  friends  of 
humanity,  to  ascertain  what  can  be  done  for  the  convict  when  he  quits 
the  penitentiary." 

On  this  subject  something  has  been  done  by  private  benevolence; 
and  many^  it  is  believed,  nave  been  rescued  from  destruction  by 
being  taken  by  the  hand,  and  provided  with  new  clothes  and  a  few 
dollars  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  journey  to  the  regions  of  the 
West.  The  good  effect  produced  by  this  has  led  the  directors  of 
the  prison  since  to  adopt  the  practice  of  giving  to  each  convict, 
when  discharged,  the  means  of  presenting  a  decent  appearance  m 
apparel,  and  a  few  dollars  to  get  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
state ;  for,  if  they  linger  about  Boston  after  their  discharge,  they  are 
almost  sure  to  fall  mto  bad  company,  and  get  to  the  grog^op, 
and  then  their  relapse  into  crime  and  recommitment  are  almost 
certain. 

A  most  striking  instance  was  lately  afforded  of  the  convicts  them- 
selves being  fully  aware  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  are  subject 
on  leaving  the  prison,  as  they  communicated  their  wishes  to  the 
warden  that  a  memorial  should  be  sent  up  from  the  inmates  of  the 
prison  to  the  State  Legislature,  praying  them  not  to  repeal  the  law 
recently  passed,  and  just  about  to  be  put  into  operation,  which  for- 
bids the  retail  sale  of  ardent  spirits  in  any  smaller  quantities  than 
15  gallons,  by  which  all  dramshops  would  be  annihdated,  and  the 
chief  and  most  powerful  of  all  the  temptations  to  commit  crime  be 
removed  from  their  path. 

The  food  of  the  prisoners  is  coarse,  but  wholesome  and  abundant, 
two  pounds  of  bread  and  one  of  meat  being  allowed  to  each  man 
per  day,  besides  occasional  supplies  of  coffee,  molasses,  &c.  On 
this  simple  diet,  with  water  only  for  their  drink,  they  generally  im- 
prove in  health  and  strength,  though  the  cost  per  man  in  food  and 
clothing  is  only  11  cents,  or  less  than  sixpence  sterling,  daily. 

The  notion  that  increase  of  education  and  exercise  of  intelligence 
lead  to  the  increase  of  crime — which  some  few,  even  in  America, 
and  many  more  in  England,  have  strangely  entertained — receive 
no  countenance  from  the  experience  of  those  who  have  the  best  op- 
portunities of  forming  a  judgment  on  this  subject  The  report  of 
the  superintendent  of  this  prison  says : 

"  A  well-educated  person  is  seldom  seen  here.  There  is  not  a  md- 
nate  of  any  college  among  the  convicts,  excepting  one  from  England. 
.Good  education,  self-respect,  deference  to  pubhc  opinion,  and  regvd  for 
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the  feelings  of  friends,  are  as  close  companions  as  ignorance,  bad  com- 
pany, and  intemperance.  And  the  first  as  certainly  secure  obedience  to 
the  laws,  as  the  last  lead  on  to  crime  and  ignominious  punishiMdt. 
This  lesson  is  taught  here  by  daily  experience.  It  is  undoubtedly  ab  in 
an  other  prisons,  and  the  fact  shows  the  importance  of  our  public 
schools,  as  the  best  defences  against  the  vices  and  habits  which  lead  so 
many  to  crime  and  the  penitentiary.'* 

The  following  selection  from  the  chaplain's  report  for  1837 
speaks  volumes  as  to  the  combination  of  ignorance  and  intemper- 
ance in  the  production  of  crime : 


Could  not  read 34 

Could  not  write      ....    84 
Ignorant  of  arithmetic     .    .    96 


Habitual  drinkers  .  .  .  104 
Habitually  intemperate  .  .  190 
Intoxicated  at  the  time  .    .    156 


The  prison-dress  is  a  jacket,  trousers,  and  cap  of  coarse  cloth, 
vhich  has  the  right  half  of  each  garment  red,  and  the  left  half 
blue ;  and  is  so  marked  to  cause  those  who  may  escape  in  it  to  be 
instantly  recognised  as  convicts,  and  thus  lead  to  their  recapture. 
Ghreat  attention  is  nevertheless  paid  to  the  cleanlmess  of  their  ap^  ^ 
parel. 

Punishments  of  some  kind  or  other  are  deemed  indispensaUe ; 
and  there  appeared,  from  all  the  conversation  I  enjoyed  with  the 
warden  and  officers,  an  evidently  strong  desire  among  them  all  to 
have  recourse  to  this  as  seldom  as  possible,  and  never  but  in  cases 
of  extreme  necessity. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  portion  of  all  the  information  con- 
nected with  this  painful  subject,  is  that  which  narrates  the  efforts 
made  for  the  reformation  of  the  criminals,  and  the  degree  of  suc- 
cess which  is  believed  to  have  attended  it  On  this  ue  report  of 
the  chaplain  is  of  course  the  highest  authority ;  and  from  the  per« 
sonal  intercourse  which  I  had  with  this  officer  of  the  prison,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  as  correct  in  point  of  fact  as  it  is 
honourable  to  himself  and  his  co-labourers  in  this  work  of  human- 
ity.   He  says : 

**  The  Sunday-school  of  this  prison  is  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  chaplain,  although  either  the  warden  or  his  deputy,  and 
one  subordinate  officer  of  the  prison,  are  always  present,  to  see  that  per- 
fect order  is  maintained,  and  that  nothing  takes  place  inconsistent  with 
the  sacredness  of  the  day  or  of  the  occasion.  The  school  is  instructed 
by  from  twentv  t^  thirty  suitably  qualified  individuals,  who  from  Sab- 
bath to  Sabbath,  according  to  previous  engagement,  attend  for  that  pur- 
pose. These  teachers  uniformly  seem  to  feel  a  very  deep  interest  in 
this  school,  and  there  is  no  service  in  which  they  engage  with  more  ap- 
parent delight,  although  many  of  them  travel  the  distance  of  several 
miles,  and  not  unfrequently  when  the  weather  is  unpleasant  and  severe. 
The  convicts,  also,  who  compose  this  school,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
seem  to  value  it  highly,  and  to  feel  a  lively  interest  in  the  instructions 
they  there  receive ;  and  no  doubt  can  be  rationally  cherished  but  this 
school  is  constantly  exerting  an  influence  to  enlighten,  to  improve,  and 
to  ble^s  those  who  receive  its  instructions."  ^ 

It  is  impos^ble  to  appreciate  too  highly  the  disinterested  b^evw^ 

olence  of  those  teachers  who,  witbotst  £ee  or  reward,  and  without 
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hope  of  worldly  fSune  or  gain,  bot  animated  sol^  by  compaasioii 
for  the  unfortunate,  undertake  the  weekly  task  of  giving  instnictioB 
to  tllose  who  have  chiefly  fallen  into  cnme  because  they  were  not 
sufficiently  fortified  by  education  and  religion  to  resist  its  tempt* 
ations ;  and,  accordingly,  the  report  speaks  of  thdr  pure  and  holy 
labours  in  terms  that  will  find  a  response  in  every  just  and  hu- 
mane heart 

We  quitted  the  prison,  after  devoting  several  hours  to  its  exam- 
ination, with  heavy  hearts  and  depre^ed  spirits  at  the  scenes  we 
had  witnessed  there,  though  not  without  a  feeling  of  satisfaction 
at  the  assurance  that  everything  which  reason  and  humanity  could 
dictate,  so  as  to  unite  the  requisite  protection  of  society  with  the 
necessary  restraint  and  ultimate  improvement  of  the  prisoner,  was 
here  adopted. 

Of  the  superiority  of  this  system  of  prison  discipline  over  that 
which  prevailed  in  England  up  to  a  very  recent  period,  and  over 
.  that  which  is  in  practice  throughout  the  greatest  portion  of  Europe 
now,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  all  benevolent  minds  must  hail 
this  improvement  as  a  great  triumph  of  •reason  and  morality  over 
passion  and  vindictiveness,  which  held  almost  supreme  sway  in 
the  treatment  of  condemned. criminals  heretofore.  At  the  same 
time,  while  admitting  this  improvement  over  the  old  systems  of 
treatment  to  the  fullest  extent,  my  convictions  were  unchanged  by 
anything  I  saw  or  heard  here  as  to  the  decided  superiority  of  the 
Solitary  System  of  Pennsylvania  over  the  Silent  System  of  New- 
York  and  Massachusetts.  The  reasons  of  this  preference  are  stated 
so  much  at  large  in  my  descriptions  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Phila- 
delphia and  the  State-prison  at  Auburn,  that  they  need  not  be  re- 
peated here.  Th^  have  gathered  strength  by  deliberation  and 
comparison ;  and  I  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  their  force 
will  soon  become  sufficiently  apparent  to  lead  to  the  general  adop- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  system  in  all  the  prisons  of  America,  of 
England,  and  of  Europe  at  large. 
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During  our  stay  in  Boston,  the  second  general  election  since 
we  had  been  in  the  countnr  took  place,  and  I  felt  great  interest  in 
watching  its  progress.    The  election  commenced  first  in  Mew* 
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York,  where  it  was  held  on  the  Sth,  7th,  and  8th  of  Norember ;  it 
was  followed  up  in  Boston  on  the  13th  of  November,  occupying 
three  days  in  the  former,  and  only  one  day  in  the  latter  city*-  In 
New- York  the  contest  was  extremely  severe,  each  party,  the  Con- 
servative and  the  Democratic,  using  its  utmost  exertions,  and  de» 
voting  all  its  time  and  energies  to  the  polls.  Everything,  how* 
ever,  went  off  quietly,  and  not  a  single  breach  of  the  peace  ap* 
pears  to  have  occurred  in  any  quarter.  The  Conservatives,  or 
Whigs,  as  th^  call  themselves,  though  they  correspond  in  general 
principles  with  our  Tories  in  England,  were  victorious  over  the 
Democrats,  their  opponents,  whom  they  (^en  call  Tories,  though 
these  correspond  with  the  Radicals  of  Great  Britain,  and  their  joy 
was  excessive.  The  language  of  the  New-York  pa^rs  on  thai 
occasion  gives  so  accurate  a  picture  of  the  bombastic  and  extrav-  , 

agant  manner  in  which  such  matters  are  viewed  and  described  by 
political  partisans,  that  a  few  specimens  of  them  may  be  eiven,  as 
they  were  repeated  in  the  Boston  papers  of  the  same  week :  • 

'*  From  the  New- York  Courier  and  Enquirer.  Great  aitd  oloriovs 
VICTORY ! — New- York  triumphant  ! — The  Country  saved  ! — •  We  have 
met  the  enemy,  and  they  are  ours.'  New- York  was  called  upon  to 
save  the  country ;  and  promptly,  fearjiessly,  and  nobly  has  she  done  her 
du^ !  Her  sister  states  invoked  her  to  come  to  the  rescue ;  she  heard, 
and  she  obeyed !  Van  Burenism  lies  prostrate  in  the  dust.  Toryism 
stands  rebuked.  Loco  Focoisra,  Agrarianism,  and  the  Sub-Treasury, 
together  with  all  experiments  upon  the  currency,  are  prostrated,  never 
again  to  raise  their  hideous  heads,  and  threaten  the  subversion  of  our 
free  institutions!    Against  the  entire  moneyed  force  of  the  govern-  ^ 

ment ;  against  fraud  and  corruption  in  every  form  they  could  assume ;  W" 

and  affainst  the  people's  money,  employed  to  enslave  the  people,  have 
the  Whigs  of  New- York  contended  and  triumphed. 

*'  For  three  days  have  we  met  the  enemy  at  the  polls ;  and  the  three 
days  in  Paris  in  1830  were  not  more  signally  destructive  to  the  white 
flag  of  the  Bourbons,  than  has  been  our  three  days  to  the  piratical  flag 
of  the  Custom-house ;  the  black  insignia  under  which  the  enemies  <» 
free  institutions  rallied  in  the  city !  Our  enemies  have  met  with  a  Wa- 
terloo defeat ;  and  with  the  disappearance  of  the  lights  at  Tammany  Hall, 
which  were  struck  at  an  early  hour  last  night,  the  miserable  minions  of 
power  skulked  into  their  hiding-places,  and  are  now  repenting  in  sack- 
cloth and  ashes  their  folly  in  supposing  that  a  free  people  could  be 
made  to  surrender  their  birthright  without  a  struggle. 

''The  sceptre  hii  departed  from  them ;  the  people  have  spoken  in  a 
voice  of  thunder  to  their  oppressors ;  and  when  that  voice  reaches  the  -^ 

recesses  of  the  palace  where  Van  Buren, '  solitary  and  alone,'  will  re- 
ceive it,  his  coward  soul  will  shrink  within  itself;  and  conscience,  if  he 
has  any,  will  whisper  in  her  still  small  voice,  *  Thus  are  demagogues 
and  tyrants  ever  rebuked  when  they  aim  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the 
people.' " 

The  language  here  used  would  induce  any  stranger  to  suppose 
that  the  party  m  power  were  absolute  tyrants,  ruling  by  i?irtue  of 
Divine  right,  and  m  no  way  responsible  to  the  people,  and  that  the 
rebuking  parties  were  Democrats,  and  friends  of  liberty  and  free 
institutions.    But  the  fiact  is  just  the  reverse  of  this.    Mr.  Vaa 
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'  '  Buren  is  president  of  the  United  States  by  no  other  title  than 
election  to  that  office  by  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens,  whose 
votes  alone  elevated  him  to  that  dignity ;  and  the  only  manner  in 
which  he  has  attempted  "  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  people/' 
as  is  alleged,  has  been  to  oppose  himself  to  what  he  deemed  the 
monopoly  of  chartered  banks,  to  lending  out  the  surplus  revenue 
of  the  country  as  deposites  for  these  banks  to  use  as  capital  in 
trade,  he  preferring  a  National  Treasury  for  the  safe  custody  of 
the  people's  money.  If  it  be  thus  that  men  are  tyrants  and  aim  to 
subvert  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  same  words  must  have  such 
opposite  meanings  for  different  persons,  that  language  ceases  to  be 
a  safe  medium  for  conveying  accurate  ideas.  But  once  more  for  a 
specimen  ol^exultation : 

^  "  From  thb  Eybn ing  Star.    Battlb  of  Waterloo  ! — Rout  or  ths 

Loco  F0CO8 ! — The  Country  saved  ! — We  have  fought  the  great  fiffht, 
find  have  conquered.    For  the  last  six  months  the  administration  has 

«  been  gathering  its  clans  and  preparing  for  the  onslaught,  and  never 

were  preparations  more  formidable.  Every  aid  that  money  could  pro- 
cure, that  office  could  control,  were  brought  to  bear  on  this  election, 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  Whigs,  anim^d  by  a  just  sense  of  the 
wrongs  under  which  our  country  has  suffered,  came  forth  to  the  rescue 
in  all  their  force  and  do  war,  and  succeeded.  We  cannot  at  this  time  go 
into  details :  some  of  the  wards  have  not  yet  been  canvassed:  some  are 
estimated ;  there  are  an  immense  number  of  split  tickets,  and  tickets  of 
all  colours  and  complexions,  which  will  require  several  days  to  count. 
Let  us  come  to  results.  The  whole  Whig  ticket,  Governor,  Lieuten- 
ant-governor, Congress,  and  Assembly,  is  elected  by  at  least  1500  ma- 

^  jority,  as  we  predicted  yesterday.    *  Glory  enough  for  one  day.*  '* 

**  From  the  New- York  Commercial  Advertiser.  The  Victory.— 
*  We  have  met  the  enemy,  and  they  are  ours.*  '  Let  the  kettle  to  the 
trumpet  speak  !*  By  the  subjoined  table  and  statements,  our  friends  at 
home  and  abroad  will  perceive  that  we  have  not  deceived  them  in  the 
flattering  accounts  we  have  given  of  the  progress  of  the  election  during 
the  last  three  days.  The  Whigs  of  this  city  went  into  the  contest  un- 
der every  possible  disadvantage,  save  only  that  their  cause  was  just» 
and  that  in  the  character,  activity,  and  energy  of  an  excellent  mayor 
they  had  a  strong  guarantee  that  the  peace  of  the  city  would  be  pre- 
served, and  that  the  electors  would  be  enabled  to  visit  the  polls  without 
jeoparding  life  or  limb.*' 

Here  is  a  distinct  admission  that  the  freedom  of  election  is  so 
perfect,  that  though  40,000  votes  were  polled  kk  three  days,  not 
*'  the  least  interruption  had  taken  place,  and  no  jeopardy  of  life  or 

limb  had  been  incurred  by  those  visiting  the  polls.  This  is  enough 
to  satisfy  any  impartial  stranger  that  the  government  of  the  country 
took  no  more  pains  to  interfere  with  the  elections  of  New-YorK 
than  with  those  of  Liverpool  or  Manchester ;  and  that  all  the  rho- 
domontade  **  of  money  being  poured  out  like  water,"  and  "  armies 
of  office-holders"  and  "  bands  of  foreign  mercenaries"  being  em- 
ployed to  obstruct  the  freedom  of  election — which  was  asserted  by 
the  New- York  Express — is,  like  the  allusions  to  "the  battle  of 
Waterloo,"  the  "  glorious  three  days  of  Paris,"  and  other  images  of 
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tiiis  descriptioD,  mere  fustian  and  bombast.  A  Boston  editor,  how* 
ever,  of  the  Centinel  and  Gazette,  taking  up  the  strain,  ffravely 
insisted  in  his  paper  that,  though  the  batUes  of  Cressy  and  Agin- 
coort  were  important  in  early  days,  and  that  of  Waterloo  impor- 
tant in  modem,  they  were  aU  as  nothing  compared  to  the  Tictoiy 
of  the  three  glorious  days  of  New-YorE,  which,  according  to  aU 
the  Whig  writers,  had  saved  the  country  from  inevitable  and  irre- 
trievable ruin,  which  must  have  buried  the  people  in  one  general 
Save  of  beggary  and  starvation  if  the  elections  had  terminated  in 
vour  of  the  existing  administration ! 

It  is  a^eeable  to  witness  the  silent  but  rapid  progress  which  is 
making  m  the  cause  of  freedom  for  the  negroes,  notwithstanding 
the  powerful  pecuniary  interests  involved  in  this  questfcn,  and  the 
stand  made  by  the  great  body  of  the  wealthy  merchants  and  tra- 
ders of  the  North,  who  profit  by  their  commerce  with  the  South, 
a^inst  all  agitation  of  the  subject  It  has  been  shown  that  Mas- 
sachusetts, even  before  the  revolution  of  1776,  had  passed  acts  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  her  own  state,  which  were  shamefully 
disallowed  by  the  British  government.  It  b  equally  well  known 
that,  from  the  construction  put  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts, since  the  Revolution,  on  that  clause  of  their  charter  which  de- 
clares that  ^  all  men  are  bom  free  and  equal,"  negro  slavery  has 
long  since  ceased  to  exist  here. 

Dxxt  it  deserves  also  to  be  as  extensively  known,  which  probably 
it  is  not,  that  in  this  state  the  negroes  are  not  only  free,  but  enjoy 
the  electoral  suffraee,  and  take  their  part  and  give  their  votes  in 
local  and  general  elections  with  all  the  freedom  and  independence 
.  of  their  white  fellow-citizens.  I  made  inquiry  in  every  quarter  as 
to  the  use  made  of  this  privilege,  and  I  did  not  hear  a  single  com- 
plaint of  it,  or  a  angle  expression  of  regret  at  their  enjoyment  of 
this  distinction,  or  of  a  desire  to  deprive  them  of  it  On  the  con- 
trary, all  parties  bore  testimony  to  the  quiet,  orderly,  and  discreet 
use  which  the  negroes  and  coloured  people  of  various  shades  made 
of  this  privilege  whenever  called  upon  to  exercise  it 

It  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  in  this  state  the 
public  sentiment  in  favour  of  abolition  should  increase  both  in  in- 
tensity and  in  eident  But  this  change  is  working  chiefly  among 
the  religious  and  the  reflecting  classes.  The  newspapers,  to  their 
shame  be  it  spoken,  are  among  the  foremost  to  denounce  abolition 
and  the  abolitionists,  especially  if  any  effort  is  intended  to  be  made 
upon  the  principles  they  profess.  So  long  as  these  true  friends  of 
lioerty  for  the  whole  human  race  content  themselves  with  holding 
their  opinions  in  silence,  or  praying  for  the  slaves  in  their  church#^ 
they  are  deemed  innocent,  or,  at  least,  harailess  fanatics ;  but  if 
they  send  forth  an  agent  to  lecture,  he  is  mobbed  and  lynched  by 
the  infuriated  populace,  excited  by  those  who  dread  the  loss  of 
thar  profits  by  any  mpture  between  the  North  and  the  South ;  and 
Vol.  IL— 3  D 
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if  any  public  meetiog  is  held  or  resolutions  are  made  pubfic,  tttey 
are  denounced  as  incendiary  and  revolutionary,  from  their  tendency 
to  bring  about  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  It  was  thus  that  because 
the  friends  of  the  iv,egro  exerted  themselves  to  procure,  for  as  many 
of  those  who  thought  and  felt  with  them,  the  support  of  the  elect- 
ors as  candidates  tor  seats  in  Congress  (though  m  so  doine  &ey 
did  no  more  than  persons  of  all  classes  of  opinion  do  m  similar 
cases),  they  were  denounced  as  ^^  traitors,"  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  paragraph  from  the  New-York  Star,  which  was  transfer- 
red to  the  columns  of  the  Boston  Centmel  of  November  20. 

**  Hitherto  we  have  regarded  the  leading  abolitionists  as  a  body  of 
men  acting  together  to  give  weight  and  influence  to  a  peculiar  religious 
sect,  and  allb  to  advance  their  own  fortunes  in  a  business-monc^K^y, 
from  their  great  exertions  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  All  this,  however, 
was  innocent,  compared  to  the  bold  profligacy  of  unfurling  the  banner 
of  party.  Formerly  they  used  arguments,  pnnted  tracts,  preached  and 
talked  abolition ;  now  they  seek  to  taint  the  ballot-box,  and  threaten 
candidates  with  losing  their  election  unless  they  acknowledge  them- 
selves abolitionists,  and  immediate  abolitionists.  It  is  thus  they  avow 
their  treason ;  for  if  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  to  be  effected  by  destroy- 
ing the  constitutional  compact,  as  well  as  the  union  of  the  states,  trea- 
son is  the  mildest  name  we  can  give  to  it.  Some  of  our  Whig  friends 
—very  few,  we  are  pleased  to  say— plead  in  their  behalf,  because  they 
have  votes  which  we  want,  forgetful  that  when  we  obtain  abolition  votes 
here  we  lose  whole  states  elsewhere ;  others  affect  to  despise  their 
numbers ;  but  if  they  are  to  be  coaxed,  and  entreated,  and  sustained, 
and  Durchased,  instead  of  being  at  once  put  down,  we  shall  soon  place 
the  oalance  of  power  in  their  hands.  The  Whigs  must  not  permit 
themselves  to  be  mixed  up  with  abolition;  they  must  cast  it  off'at  once, 
or  the  Whig  party  will  be  broken  down.  Already  have  the  arts  of  the 
abolitionists  given  to  this  state  a  Whig-abolition  lieutenant-governor : 
if  farther  impositions  are  to  be  practised  upon  us,  we  shall  be  deserved- 
ly abandoned  by  the  Whig  states  of  the  South,  such  noble  Whig  states 
as  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  &c.,  and  our  business-inter- 
course, our  prosperous  trade  or  internal  commerce,  and  all  the  ties 
which  should  biiul  citizen  to  citizen,  will  at  once  be  dissevered.  The 
danger  is  but  too  evident :  *  the  bow  is  bent,  let  us  m^e  firm  tlie  shaft.* " 

In  the  Boston  Courier  of  the  same  date,  Nov.  20,  was  published 
a  noble  and  high-spirited  letter  of  one  of  the  candidates  for  elec- 
tion, in  reply  to  those  of  the  Whigs  who  had  invited  him  to  occu- 
py this  position.  But  such  is  the  lurking  dislike  to  abolition  on 
the  part  of  the  newspaper  conductors  generally,  that  even  this  edi- 
tor, who  admits  that  ^^  the  letter  contains  some  striking  truths,"  and 
thinks  that  '*  the  doctrines  are,  in  the  main^  such  as  eveiy  son  of 
New-England  will  approve,"  feels  compelled  to  qualify  hb  com- 
mendation by  the  expression  of  bis  regret  that  some  of  the  writer's 
co-labourers  in  the  neld  should  have  defeated  an  election  by  a  /too 
-strict  application  of  their  principles, 

I  found  generally,  among  the  middle  and  industrious  classes, 
and  among  the  more  benevolent  and  reflecting  portion  of  the  high- 
er orders,  a  gradual  approaching  towards  such  sentiments  and  such 
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i^solutioos  as  those  expressed  by  the  writer  of  tbe  letter  adverted 
to;  so  that  my  conviction  daily  gathered  strength,  in  the  face  of 
many  surrounding  impediments,  that  the  cause  of  abolition,  or 
equal  freedom  for  all  classes  of  men,  without  distinction  of  colour 
<^  caste,  is  making  a  steady  progress  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
the  most  intelligent,  most  virtuous,  and,  consequently,  the  most  si« 
lently  influential  classes  of  America,  and  that  the  period  of  eman- 
cipation for  the  slaves  of  the  South  is,  therefore,  not  so  remote  as 
many  would  fain  have  mankind  to  believe. 

I  should  have  added  that  another  strikmg  and  beautiful  example 
of  attachment  to  principle  and  love  of  truth  was  about  the  same 
period  evinced  by  the  venerable  ex-president,  John  Quinc^  Adams, 
one  of  the  descendants  of  the  pilgrim  fathers,  and  son  of  the  sec- 
ond president,  John  Adams,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence.  After  a  firm  and  fearless  discharge 
of  his  duty,  as  the  friend  of  man,  without  distinction  of  colour  or 
race,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Adams  was  again 
elected  to  fill  the  honourable  office  of  representative  for  the  12th 
electoral  district  of  Massachusetts,  in  which  the  rock  of  Plymouth, 
the  landing-place  of  ^e  pilgrim  fathers,  is  situated,  and  in  whose 
waters  the  pilgrim  ship,  the  Mayflower,  first  cast  anchor.  In  his 
address  to  his  constituents  on  this  occasion  are  found  the  following 
striking  passages : 

*'  I  regret  that  I  am  not  enabled  to  indulge,  with  equal  confidence,  the 
hope,  that  the  right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  debate,  smothered  as 
they  have  been  for  nearly  three  years  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  na- 
tion, will  be  restored  in  all  their  plenitude  and  in  all  their  purity. 
Slavery  shrinks,  and  will  shrink,  from  the  eye  of  the  day.  Northern 
subserviency  to  Southern  dictation  is  the  price  paid  by  a  Northern  ad- 
ministration for  Southern  support.  The  people  at  the  North  still  sup- 
port by  their  suffrages  the  men  who  have  truckled  to  Southern  domina- 
tion, and  their  representatives  have  not  been  shamed  out  of  the  dis- 
tinction between  refusing  to  receive  and  refusing  to  read  and  petition. 
I  believe  it  is  impossible  that  this  total  subversion  of  every  principle  of 
liberty  should  be  much  longer  submitted  to  by  the  people  of  the  free 
states  of  this  Union. 

*'  Should  the  people  of  the  twelfth  Congressional  district  of  Massa- 
chusetts again  see  fit  to  station  me  as  their  sentinel  on  the  watcbtower 
of  the  nation,  they  will  not  expect  from  me  consent,  acauiesccnce,  or 
compromise  with  the  system  or  any  of  its  parts.  Unyielding  hostility 
against  it  is  interwoven  with  every  pulsation  of  my  heart.  Resistance 
against  it,  feeble  and  inefficient  as  the  last  accents  of  a  failing  voice 
may  be,  shall  be  heard  while  the  power  of  utterance  still  remains,  and 
shall  never  cease  till  the  pitcher  shall  be  broken  at  the  fountain,  the 
dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  unto  God  who  gave  it.'* 

Mr.  Adams's  whole  career  is  consistent  with  his  latest  as  well  as 
with  his  earliest  professions ;  and  while  there  are  such  men  as  his 
constituents  and  himself  to  be  found  taking  an  active  and  vigilant 
part  in  public  aflairs,  American  slavery  must  be  every  day  drawing 
nearer  to  its  end 
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While  such  men  as  these  exist,  and  such  sentiments  as  these  are 
published  in  the  United  States,  it  is  certainly  neither  just  nor  hon- 
ourable to  charge  the  entire  American  nation  with  the  guilt  of 
maintaining  slaveij,  in  oppoption  to  the  Declaration  of  American 
Independence,  whidi  proclaims  that  '^  all  men  are  bom  free  and 
equal.''  Those  who  uphold  and  defend  this  bondage  of  their  fel- 
low-men should  alone  be  held  responsible  for  that  ^lilt ;  but  they 
who  do  their  utmost  to  wipe  away  the  stain  firom  ouers,  ought  not^ 
to  have  any  portion  of  the  defilement  imputed  to  themselves ;  and 
it  would  be  well  if  public  writers  and  public  speakers  in  England 
would  keep  this  just  distinction  in  view. 
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Thg  population  of  Boston  is  estimated  in  round  numbers  at 
80,000y  and,  including  its  surrounding  suburbs,  120,000.  It  is 
characterized  by  two  marked  features  of  difference  from  that  of 
most  other  of  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States,  namely,  its  free- 
dom from  the  usual  admixture  of  foreigners,  and  the  fewness  of  the 
African  race.  At  New-York  and  Philadelphia  are  to  be  seen  men 
of  nearly  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  large  numbers  of  the  chil« 
dren  of  Africa,  but  here  there  are  few  of  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  In  New-York  Jews  are  abundant,  and  in  Philadelphia  Qua« 
kers  are  still  more  numerous;  but  here  there  are  neither  of  these 
two  classes  among  the  permanent  residents,  and  even  the  occa- 
sional visiters  of  either  race  are  "  few  and  far  between." 

The  New-Englanders,  and  the  Bostonians  in  particular,  pride 
themselves  upon  the  purity  of  their  descent  from  English  blood, 
and  trace  up  their  origin  to  English  families  with  all  the  pride  of 
ancestry  that  characterizes  our  nobility  and  gentry  at  home.  And 
yet,  as  a  singular  contrast  to  this,  there  is  perhaps  no  city  in  the 
Union  where  the  jealousy  of  the  English  is  mreater,  or  where  the 
people  feel  more  reluctant  to  admit  the  superiority  of  the  English 
to  themselves  in  any  matter  of  art,  science,  literature,  skill,  Ian- 
>  guaee,  character,  or  manners,  accompanied  with  a  sensitiveness  to 
English  censure  which  borders  upon  the  ridiculous,  and  makes 
them  keenly  alive  to  what  almost  any  other  people  would  either 
disregard  entirely,  or  look  upon  with  comparative  mdifference. 
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Hie  great  mass  of  the  population  of  Boston  are  engaged  in  com- 
merce and  trade,  with  a  full  proportion  of  the  professional  classes 
in  law,  medicine,  and  divinity,  a  larger  proportion  than  usual  of, 
literary  men,  and  a  still  greater  number  of  opulent  families,  retired, 
and  living  at  their  ease. 

Among  the  merchants  there  is  a  greater  extent  and  solidity  of 
capital  than  in  the  other  large  cities  of  America ;  among  the  tra* 
ders  there  is  a  greater  keeimess  and  activity  in  business,  so  that 
the  popular  reason  jocosely  assigned  for  there  being  neither  Jews 
nor  Quakers  here  is,  that  neither  of  them  could  make  a  profit  while 
dealing  with  a  New-Englander.  The  medical  men  are  considered 
to  be  better  instructed  and  more  experienced,  the  clergy  are  less 
theological,  and  study  more  the  graces  of  elocution  and  oratory 
than  elsewhere,  and  tne  ladies  are  regarded  as  more  learned  and 
critical  than  in  the  other  American  cities. 

On  all  these  points,  the  stranger  who  visits  Boston,  and  espe- 
cially if  he  remain  in  it  for  some  weeks,  and  exercises  his  powers 
of  observation  on  what  is  passing  around  him,  will  form  his  own 
opmions,  though  it  may  not  be  sale  for  him  to  express  them  freely 
or  openly  if  uey  are  not  so  favourable  as  he  could  wish.  And 
yet,  if  the  opinions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  themselves,  who 
have,  of  course,  the  best  means  of  judging,  were  to  be  written  down 
as  the  stranger  hears  them  expressed,  and  subsecjuently  repeated  as 
his  own,  his  testimony  would  be  impugned  as  **  hbellous''  and^  un^ 

Smteful"  by  the  very  parties  from  whc>m  he  first  received  them,  as 
ey  would  not  tolerate  in  another  what  they  would  fireely  promul-* 
gate  themselves.  In  such  a  case  it  is  safer  to  take  the  published 
views  of  persons  competent  to  judge,  addressed  to  thesodety  itself, 
and  challenging  contradiction ;  and  fi^r  this  purpose  I  select  the 
following  passage  from  a  recent  volume  of  an  American  writer  of 
deservedly  high  reputation,  Mr.  Orville  Dewey,  entitled  '^  Moral 
\^W8  of  Commerce,  Sodety,  and  Politico  in  America."  In  this 
work,  when  givmg  his  admonitions  on  trading  practices,  he  uses 
the  fi^Uowing  language : 

**  I  ask  if  there  is  not  good  ground  for  the  admonitions  on  this  point, 
of  every  morel  and  holy  teacher  of  every  age  ?  What  means,  if  there 
is  not,  that  eternal  disinffenuousness  of  trade,  which  is  ever  pottinff  on 
fair  appearances  and  feose  pretences ;  of  the  Iniyer  that  says,  *  It  is 
naught,  it  is  naught,'  but  when  he  iias  gone  his  way,  then  boasteth;  of 
the  seller,  who  is  always  exhibitiiig  the  best  samples — ^not  fair,  but  false 
samples— of  what  he  has  to  sell ;  of  the  seller,  I  say,  who,  to  use  the 
lanffuage  of  another,  *  If  he  is  tying  up  a  bundle  of  quills,  will  place  sev- 
eral in  the  centre  of  not  half  the  value  of  the  rest,  and  thus  sends  forth 
a  hundred  liars,  with  a  fair  outside  to  proclaim  as  many  falsehoods  to 
the  world  V  These  practices,  alas !  have  fallen  into  the  regular  course 
of  the  business  of  many.  All  men  expect  them ;  and  therefore,  you 
may  say,  that  nol)ody  is  deceived.  But  deception  is  intended,  else 
why  all  these  things  done  ?  What  if  nobody  is  deeeived  1  The  seller 
himself  is  corrupted.    He  may  stand  acquitted  of  dishonesty  in  the 
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moral  code  of  worldly  traffic ;  no  man  may  charge  him  with  dishon- 
esty, and  yet  to  liimself  he  is  a  dishonest  man.** 

It  is  not,  however,  against  persons  in  this  rank  of  life  alone  that 
the  American  author  directs  his  denunciations.  He  sometimes 
takes  a  higher  flight,  and  addresses  the  rich  merchants,  many  of 
whom,  it  is  known,  had,  during  the  recent  commercial  embarrass- 
ments, become  bankrupt  in  fact ;  but  as  tiiere  is  yet  no  bankrupt 
law  in  the  United  States,  much  was  left  To  their  own  individual 
honour  in  the  settlement  of  their  affairs.  Many  of  these,  without 
doubt,  administered  their  effects  as  fairly  as  the  most  fastidious 
creditors  could  expect  Others,  it  is  well  known,  acted  differently, 
and  of  those  he  speaks  thus : 

'*  But  there  are  bankrupts  of  a  different  character,  as  you  well  know. 
I  do  not  know  that  any  such  are  in  this  presence ;  but  if  there  were  a 
congregation  of  such  before  me,  I  should  speak  no  otherwise  than  I 
sbaU  now  speak.  I  say  that  there  are  men  of  a  different  character ; 
men  who  intend  permanently  to  keep  back  a  part  of  the  price  which 
they  have  sworn  to  pay ;  and  I  tell  you  that  God's  altar,  at  which  I 
minister,  shall  hear  no  word  from  me  concerning  them  but  a  word  of 
denunciation.  It  is  dishonesty,  and  it  ought  to  l^  infamy.  It  is  rob- 
bery, though  it  hve  in  splendour  and  ride  in  state ;  robbery,  as  truly  as 
if,  instead  of  inhabiting  a  palace,  it  were  consigned  to  the  dungeons  of 
8ingsing." 

There  was  perhaps  less  of  this  in  Boston  than  in  New-York, 
firom  three  causes :  first,  that  the  operations  of  commerce  in  this 
city  were  not  so  wildly  speculative ;  secondly,  that  the  parties  who 
•uffered  loss  had  capital  to  sustain  it ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  smaller 
circle  of  the  community  and  the  higher  tone  of  moraUty  made  pub- 
lic opinion  more  influential  in  the  conduct  of  those  who  stood  be- 
fore  its  tribunal.  Yet  even  here  it  must  be  evident  to  any  one  who 
hears  such  conduct  spoken  of  and  commented  on,  that  pecuniary 
laxity,  approaching  very  nearly  to  dishonourable  conduct,  and 
sometimes  to  what  a  strict  moralist  would  call  fraud,  is  visited  with 
greater  lenity,  and  treated  with  greater  indulgence,  than  it  would 
be  in  any  city  of  England  by  the  same  classes  of  persons  engaged 
in  commerce  or  trade. 

In  politics  the  people  of  Boston  are  divided,  as  elsewhere  in  the 
Union,  into  Whigs  and  Democrats ;  and  here,  as  everywhere  else, 
each  party  misrepresents  the  opinions  and  defames  the  characters 
of  its  opponents  in  unmeasured  terms.  But,  besides  these  two  great 
divisions,  as  of  the  Tory  and  Whig  with  us,  there  is  a  division  in 
the  Whig  party  here  between  the  Aristocratic  and  Democratic 
Whigs,  just  as  m  England  between  the  Conservative  Whigs  and 
the  Radical  Whigs ;  and  here,  as  well  as  there,  the  distinction  is 
chiefly  regulated  by  the  station  of  the  individuals  in  society,  or  their 
relative  degrees  of  wealth  or  poverty.  A  faithful  picture  of  these 
two  classes  is  given  in  the  Boston  Atlas  of  November  21,  1838. 

The  same  spirit  of  distinction  is  actively  engaged  in  marshalling 
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society  into  classes  as  to  fashion  and  standing ;  and  nothing  is  more 

common  than  to  hear  observations  as  to  certain  people  bebg 

^  among  the  oldest  and  the  first  families  in  the  city/'  and  certain 

others  as  **  people  of  whom  no  one  knows  any  thing.''    This  is  made 

of  quite  as  mudi  importance  as  the  wealth  of  the  individuals,  though 

to  this  also  considerable  homage  is  paid,  and  the  style  in  which  a 

family  lives  is  generally  of  more  importance  in  securing  for  it  the 

estimation  of  society  than  the  merits  of  the  individuals  composing 

it    That  this,  however,  may  not  be  thought  a  prejudiced  view  of 

the  case  on  my  own  part,  and  attributed  to  my  English  partialities, 

I  will  venture  to  transcribe,  from  a  high  American  authority,  and 

a  Conservative  organ  of  public  opinion,  the  New-York  Review  for 

October,  1838,  the  opmions  of  its  conductors  in  their  examination 

of  Jidr.  Dewey's  work.    They  say : 

"  To  the  spirit  of  '  fashion,'  its  frivolity,  inanity,  and  the  essentially 
vulgar  struggles  engendered  by  it,  the  author  administers  some  caustic 
and  merited  rebukes.  Some  of  its  special  absurdities,  as  they  are  dis- 
played in  a  country  like  this,  are  well  exposed.  The  essential  vulgari- 
ty of  the  fashion  of  mere  wealth,  of  ostentatious  equipage,  &c.,  is  a 
point  which  it  is  extremely  salutary  to  insist  on.  But  tnere  is  another 
aspect  in  which  fashion  often  exhibits  itself  to  the  sarcastic  observer 
in  a  light  suflSciently  amusing.  How  edifying  to  see  the  auctioneer  as- 
serting his  superior  gentility  to  the  grocer,  and  the  wife  and  daughters 
of  the  man  who  sells  by  the  bale  in  Pearl-street  refusing  to  associate 
with  the  wife  and  daughters  of  the  man  who  sells  by  the  yard  in  Broad- 
way !  Why,  the  London  man  of  fashion  would  include  them  all  alike 
in  the  grand  category  of  '  vulgar  people.'  If  it  be  said  that  the  London 
distinetions  of  genteel  and  ungenteel  are  equally  fantastic  and  absurd-* 
admit  it — and  what  then!  Why,  it  follows  that  a  man's  claims  to  so- 
cial consideration  should  depend  on  personal  attributes,  and  not  on  ad- 
ventitious circumstances.  It  is  the  principles,  the  sentiments,  and  the 
habits  that  form  the  gentleman.  If  a  person  possesses  the  honourable 
principles,  the  refinement  and  courtesy  of  feeling  and  manners,  which 
are  essentially  implied  in  the  old  genuine  sense  of  the  word  gentleman^ 
he  is  entitled  to  be  received  everywhere  on  a  footing  of  socialequalitY ; 
and  if,  in  addition  to  this,  he  is  distinguished  by  superior  ability,  intelli- 
gence, cultivation,  or  other  intrinsic  accomplishments,  he  is  the  superior 
roan,  and  society  is  honoured  by  his  entering  it,  whatever  be  his  exter- 
nal circumstances.  And  if  you  cannot  always  be  certain  of  finding  tlra 
real  gentleman  in  the  circles  of  the  London  aristocracy,  notwithstand- 
ing the  habits  of  education  and  other  advantages  of  culture  usually  en- 
joyed there,  surely  as  little  can  you  be  certain  of  finding  it  in  the  New- 
York  mansion  of  ostentatious  '  style,'  built  up  by  yearly  toils  among 
molasses  hogsheads  and  cotton  bags." 

If  it  be  said  that  these  observations  apply  chiefly  to  the  state  of 
society  in  New-York,  it  may  be  added  that  they  are  still  more  ap- 
plicable to  the  society  in  Boston,  where  the  spirit  of  aristocracy  m 
station,  and  of  exclusiveness  in  associates,  is  much  stronger  than  In 
any  city  of  the  Union ;  and  where,  consequently,  the  manners  of 
the"  best  circles,"  as  they  are  called,  are  colder  ttian  in  New-York, 
more  reserved  than  in  Pniladelphia,  and  more^ostentatious  than  i||i 
Baltimore.    Indeed,  however  much  in  advance  Boston  may  be  of 
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three  ^leat  cities  named  in  its  literary  and  scientific  reputation, 
which  It  is  ju^y  denommated  '^  The  Athens  of  the  West,"  and 


the 

however  much  higher  may  be  its  commercial  credit,  from  the  solid- 
>  ify  of  its  capitalists  and  merchants,  who  are  here  called  ^  princes,'' 
and  her  '^  traffickers"  enumerated  among  the  ^  hpnouraUe  of  the 
earth,"  it  cannot  be  denied  that  each  of  the  other  cities  are  far  in 
advance  of  it  in  the  liberality  of  thor  feelings  towards  fiweignerSy 
in  the  hospitality  of  their  intercourse  with  strangers,  and  in  the 
cordial  interchange  of  those  social  courteaes,  which  throw  so  great 
a  charm  over  life,  and  kindle  such  pleasurable  emotions  by  the  re- 
ciprocal interchange  of  friendly  greetings. 

In  New-York,  in  Philadelpma,  and  in  Baltimore,  while  they  are 
no  strangers  to  large  parties  and  costly  entertainments^  yet  these 
are  agreeably  intermingled  with  social  evening  circles;  and  in  the 
latter  city  especially  they  are  accompanied  with  a  warm-heahed 
oordiaUty  of  friendship,  which  makes  the  foreigner  and  the  stranger 
feel  as  if  he  were  at  nome.  But  in  Boston,  Uiough  ev«ythinff  in 
its  exterior  or  material  substance  more  resembles  England  Uian 
any  other  city  of  America ;  though  the  streets,  the  houses,  the  pub- 
-^  lie  buildings,  the  language,  are  ail  less  marked  by  peculiarities,  and 
therefore  seem  more  like  those  of  an  English  aty  than  any  other 
in  the  Union,  yet  English  hospitality,  in  its  genuine  warmth  and 
oordiali^,  is  not  nearly  so  general  as  in  the  other  cities  named, 
and  their  large  and  ostentatious  parties  but  imperfectly  supply  its 
place. 

That  there  is  a  keen  perception  of  this  striking  defect  in  the  so- 
ciety of  Boston,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  reside  in  the  city  itself, 
we  had  ample  proof  of  in  the  fact  that  it  was  made  the  subject  of 
public  animadversion  and  reproof  in  a  sermon  preached  by  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Gannet,  the  colleague  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Channing,  in 
the  Federal-street  Church,  on  Sunday,  the  10th  of  November,  1§38, 
Dr.  Channing  himself  being  present  in  the  pulpit  while  his  col- 
league pronounced  the  discourse.  The  main  purport  of  it  was  to 
advert  to  the  return  of  that  season  of  the  year  when  opulent  fami- 
lies came  in  from  the  country  to  take  up  their  winter  residence  in 
town,  and  to  point  out  to  them  the  folly  of  many  of  their  prevails 
ing  habits  and  customs,  amon^  which  these  formal,  frigid,  and  os- 
tentatious parties  were  especially  condemned ;  and  to  show  how 
they  might  increase  their  own  pleasures,  as  well  as  those  of  their 
friends,  by  a  more  simple  yet  cordial  hospitality,  which  few  or 
none  now  exercise. 

The  reason  assigned  for  this  inhospitality  to  strangers,  especially 
from  England,  the  country  of  which  they  seem  most  jealous,  at 
the  same  time  of  their  descent  from  which  they  seem  most  proud, 
is,  that  persons  who  have  shared  their  hospitality  while  here  have, 
on  their  return  home,  spoken  or  written  ill-naturedly  of  them. 

It  is,  indeed,  this  extreme  sensitiveness  to  the  opinions  of  others 
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vhich  constitutes  the  principal  moral  or  social  disease  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Americans  cannot  endure  the  idea  that  any  nation  should 
be  regarded  as  their  superior,  and  least  of  all  England.  They 
cannot  consent  that  any  stranger  should  receive  more  honour  than 
a  native  citizen,  and  least  of  all  an  Englishman;  and  though 
they  will  receive  with  complacency  all  the  incense  of  praise  that 
can  be  offered,  they  can  endure  no  reproof.  I  have  already,  in  a 
former  chapter,' quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Biddle  on  this  defect  of 
his  countrymen ;  I  now  subjoin  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Latrobe : 

'*  As  long  as  the  national  temper  maintains  this  morbid  tone,  I  have 
become  more  and  more  convinced  that  it  will  allow  the  justice  of  no 
criticism ;  and  that  no  individual,  however  honest  and  striving  against 
prejudice,  however  sincerely  regarding  the  people  and  their  institu- 
tions with  respect,  however  convinced  that  he  who  foments  the  ill-will 
and  prejudice  that  may  exist  between  the  two  countries  ill  serves  his 
own,  or  the  cause  of  humanity,  or  the  nobler  ends  of  travel  or  observa- 
tion ;  I  say,  no  one  will  write  a  book  depicting  the  state  of  things  in  the 
United  States  as  they  are,  with  all  their  unavoidable  crudities  ami  anom- 
alies, and  give  the  public  mind  in  that  country  satisfaction.*^ 

I  firmly  believe  this  to  be  true,  and  therefore  expect  my  full 
share  of  censure  for  many  of  the  truths  which  I  have  had  the  har- 
dihood to  utter ;  but  it  is  because  they  are  truths  that  I  state  them, 
and  not  because  I  have  more  pleasure  in  giving  censure  than  in 
bestowing  praise.  The  commendations  which  I  have  heartily  and 
cheerfully  expressed,  of  the  country,  its  institutions,  its  cities,  its 
philanthropic  societies,  and  its  noble  undertakings,  will  sufficiently 
prove  this ;  but  as  America,  like  every  other  country  on  the  globe, 
has  its  weak  parts  and  its  blemishes,  as  well  as  iU  merits  and  its 
beauties,  it  is  right  that  they  who  perceive  them  (and  a  stranger 
can  often  see  more  clearly  than  a  native  in  thit  respect)  should  ex* 
press  themselves  as  freely,  as  to  their  nature  and  extent,  as  on 
every  other  topic ;  for  by  such  impartial  statements  alone  can  a 
right  estimate  of  any  country  be  fopmed.  But  this  freedom  of 
opinion  cannot  be  exercised  in  America,  by  stranger  or  natiy|j|i  4lf 
without  more  risk  of  persecution  dian  most  men  are  willing  to  in* 
cur.  On  this  subject  I  must  again  quote  the  New-York  Reviewer. 
He  says : 

'*  This  last  exposure  of  the  national  character  refers  to  *  pusillanimi- 
ty* or  moral  cowardice ;  and  this  he  justly  thinks  is  one  of  the  greatest 
dangers  and  evils  to  vfhkh  we  are  exposed.  '  Public  opinion'  is  here  a 
greater  tyrant  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  and  the  majority  of 
the  people  are  abject  slaves  to  it.  '  If  a  man  edits  a  newspaper,  hia 
choice  is  between  bondage  and  beggary.'  In  pohtics,  he  must  go  with 
his  party,  right  or  wrong.  In  religion, '  he  knows  that  there  are  errors 
in  his  adopted  creed,  faults  in  his  sect,  fanaticism  and  extravagance  in 
some  of  its  measures.'  See  if  you  can  get  him  to  speak  of  them !  See 
if  you  can  get  him  to  breathe  a  whisper  of  doubt !" 

These  are  American  gentlemen,  scholars  and  divines,  speaking 
of  their  own  countrymen ;  for  Mr.  Dewey  is  a  Unitarian  minister 
Vol.  n.-3  E 
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of  hi^  reputation ;  and  the  editor  of  the  Review,  Dr.  Hawki, 
18  anEjpisoopalian  clergyman,  of  ultra-ConserratiTe  politics,  great 
learning,  and  high  character.  Their  testimony  is  therefore  unex* 
ceptionable,  and  I  can  bear  ¥ritne88  to  its  perfect  accuracy. 

On  the  subject  of  newspaper  editors,  whose  ^  choice''  is  said  to 
be  ^  between  bondage  and  beggary,"  a  word  requires  to  be  added. 
With  few  exceptions,  the  universal  opinion  of  the  American  peo- 
ple themselves  is,  that  the  praise  or  censure  of  anything  may  be 
procured  in  the  newspaners  by  interested  parties  for  a  few  dollars, 
and  that  there  is  no  umuence  more  open  to  bribery  and  corruption 
than  that  of  the  newspaper  press.  The  greater  number  of  the  edi* 
tors  are  persons  who  embrace  the  occupation  temporarily,  and  es- 
cape from  it  when  anything  better  offers  j  and  both  with  tiiem  and 
flie  proprietors,  the  ''  advertising  interests''  of  the  paper  are  of  far 
more  importance  than  its  sale  or  its  character.  These  interests  are 
therefore  carefully  studied  and  sedulously  cultivated,  by  submission 
to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  advertisers;  so  mat  there  is 
scarcely  anv  one  who  advertises  largely,  and  patronises  a  particu- 
lar paper,  tnat  may  not  get  almost  any  communication  inserted  in  it 

Another  custom  prevails  which  is  worthy  of  remaric.  From 
time  to  time,  some  subscriber  to  the  paper  or  some  contributor  to  its 
eolumns  sends  the  editor  a  barrel  of  oysters,  or  a  basket  of  Cham- 
jMigne,  or  a  haunch  of  venison,  or  a  fine  turkey;  and  the  present 
IB  pot  only  acknowledged  in  editorial  type,  but  the  donor  is  com- 
plimented for  his  liberality,  and  others  are  invited  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample. TW  constant  repetition  of  such  things  makes  them  now 
too  familiar  to  produce  much  effect;  but  their  singularity  must 
strike  every  stranger,  as  well  as  the  fiequent  paragraphs,  in  which  '^ 
the  habit  of  lendmg  newspapers  to  others  who  ought  to  buy  a 
copy  for  themselves  is  Teprehended  as  a  grievous  fauft,  and  paying 
a  newspaper  bill  with  pmctuality  is  lauded  as  the  lushest  virtue. 
But,  that  1  may  not  speak  of  this  practice  without  offering  an  ex- 
ttnple  of  it,  I  transcribe  the  ibllowing  exquiate  morceau  from  the 
column  of  "  deaths"  in  Uie  BosVon  Centinel  of  Nov.  5,  1838.  If 
the  newspapers  of  any  country  on  earth  can  furnish  a  parallel  to  i^ 
I  have  not  seen  it    Here  it  is,  verbatim  et  literatim, 

«•  Dbaths.— On  Friday  evening,  at  Wattrtown,  Deacon  Moses  Cool- 
idge,  a|fcd  eighty-five.  Funeral  this  afternoon  at  half  past  two  o'clod^ 
from  his  late  residence.  [Deacon  C.  has  beetk  a  subscriber  to  the  Cm- 
tinel  about  half  a  century,  and  has  always  piid  his  bill  punctnaUy. 
Such  a  man  deserves  a  crown  of  glory.f  * 

If  this  were  meant  as  a  joke,  one  would  have  thought  that  the 
solemn  occaaon  of  the  death  of  a  venerable  friend,  lull  of  yfears 
and  of  honourable  reputation,  would  have  stayed  such  heartless 
witticism.  If  it  were  meant  in  earnest,  it  is  in  still  worse  taste  and 
feeling ;  but  in  either  case  it  shows,  what,  indeed,  the  whole  oourse 
of  tiie  newspaper  press  in  this  country,  with  a  few  honourable  ex- 


PIRBONAL  AnnUBAN01.**-CAYrSES  QW  ILL  HBALTH.       409 

oeptioM,  establishes  beyond  doubt,  that  with  them  profit  is  aboTO 
priDciple,  and  gain  the  ^elusive  end  and  aim  of  all  their  laboufs.* 

The  remarkable  predominance  of  scriptural^  and  especially  of 
Hebrew  names,  in  the  designation  of  individuals,  as  seen  in  the 
public  documents  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  such  as  lists  of  can- 
didates nominated  for  offices,  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  and  advertisements  of  goods  for  sale,  can  hardly  fail  to 
strike  a  stranger  as  a  peculiarity  of  New-England. 

In  personal  appearance,  the  men  of  Boston  have  the  same  char- 
acteristics as  those  of  New- York  and  Philadelphia.  They  are,  in 
ffeneral,  rather  above  than  below  the  middle  stature,  with  fewer 
Sit  or  corpulent  men  than  in  England,  pale  complexions,  generally 
straight  hair,  and  a  seriousness  or  ^avity  of  countenance  which  in 
England  would  be  called  puritanical,  but  which  here  excites  no 
observation,  from  its  bemg  so  general.  Every  one  is  well  dressed 
and  remarkably  clean,  but  wim  an  absence  of  foppery  or  dandy- 
ism, which,  though  now  and  then  seen  in  the  young,  is  never  wit- 
nessed in  any  man  of  middle  age.  They  are  not  so  hurried  in 
their  movements  as  in  New-York,  where  everybody  seems  as  if 
walking  for  a  wager,  or  running  a  race  with  time ;  but  their  whole 
air  is  that  of  careful  thoughtfumess  and  gravity. 

There  are  not  so  many  handsome  women  in  Boston  as  there  are 
in  New-York,  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore ;  nor  are  the  ladies  of 
the  North  so  gracefully  elegant  in  their  dress  and  manners  as 
those  of  the  Southern  cities.  Yet  even  here  there  are  more  band- 
some  and  pretty  female  faces  than  could  be  seen  in  the  same 
amount  of  population  in  any  town  in  England,  though  there  are 
no  such  examples  of  striking  and  impressive  beauty,  or  of  ^^  fine 
women,"  as  we  understand  Uie  term,  as  are  occasionally  found  in 
Europe.  The  same  deficiency  in  the  roundness  and  plumpness  of 
figure  is  observable  here  as  elsewhere  in  America;  the  female 
forms,  though  slender,  are  never  finely  developed  into  shapes  that 
would  produce  the  beautiful  rotundity  and  swelling  outlines  fit  far 
statuary ;  while  their  complexions  are  almost  uniformly  pale,  and 
their  health  extremely  delicate.  There  b  less  effort  at  aisplay  in 
the  dress  of  the  ladies  here  than  in  the  other  large  cities  of  the 
Union ;  but  it  is  always  of  the  best  and  latest  fashions  and  materi- 
als, though  more  "  quiet"  and  less  obtrusive. 

The  causes  of  the  pale  complexions  and  ill  health  of  both  males 
and  females,  for  it  is  far  more  general  with  both  than  with  us,  are 
no  doubt  many ;  but  amon^  the  most  prominent,  I  thmk,  may  be 
classed,  first,  the  climate,  m  its  sudden  transitions  from  heat  to 
cold,  and  cold  to  heat;  secondly,  the  too  great  frequency  of  meds, 
and  the  too  great  variety  of  foods  and  sauces  used  to  each ;  thirdly, 
the  excessive  use  of  tobacco  among  the  men ;  and,  fourthly,  a  defi^ 

*  I  expect  to  get  m  J  fun  share  of  condemnatkA  for  vtteriiif  thk  troth,  bat  I  shall  not 
ahrink  from  this,  nor  reiinio  ita  tipreaaioa. 
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cient  quantibr  of  sleep,  and  of  robust  and  Tigorons  exercise  in  the 
open  air.  There  are  four  substantial  meals  m  almost  every  house 
daily ;  breakfast  at  eight,  dinner  at  two,  tea  at  six,  and  supper  at 
nine ;  and  at  each  of  these  flesh  meat  or  poultry  is  taken,  grossly 
cooked,  with  greasy  sauces,  and  a  large  admixture  of  sweetmeats 
and  preserved  fruits,  as  well  as  a  neat  variety  of  nuts,  of  which 
both  children  and  adults  eat  profusely. 

In  general,  persons  retire  before  midnight ;  but,  whenever  they 
sit  up  later  at  parties,  they  are  still  rung  out  of  bed  by  the  prepar- 
atory breakfast  bell  at  seven ;  and  their  appearance  then,  as  well 
as  at  other  periods  of  the  day,  afford  evidence  that  they  have  not 
slept  sufficiently.  As  to  exercise,  although  there  are  some  few 
who  ride,  and  many  more  who  walk  at  stated  periods  every  day, 
yet  the  vigorous  exercise  required  for  the  young,  m  cricket,  hoop, 
football,  running,  leaping,  wrestling,  &c.,  is  almost  imknown ;  and 
neither  archery,  nor  any  other  exercise,  except  walking,  is  prac- 
tised by  females,  so  that  their  bodies  are  never  so  fully  developed, 
their  health  so  robust,  their  figures  so  beautiful,  or  their  complexion 
so  rosy,  as  would  be  the  case  if  more  exercise  and  more  sleep  were 
taken,  and  less  food  and  less  sweetmeats  were  eaten. 

The  same  degree  of  paleness  and  languor  is  observable  in  the 
boys  at  the  public  schools,  and  thb  was  adverted  to  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  public  meeting  held  in  Boston  during  my  stay  there, 
in  the  month  of  October,  1838,  from  the  report  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing extract  may  be  given  from  the  papers  of  the  day.  The 
chairman,  afler  alluding  to  one  or  two  other' topics  connected  with 
the  meeting,  passed  to  the  following : 

*'  The  other  topic  was  that  of  over  mental  excitement.  The  children 
were  stimulated  too  highly.  Too  much  was  required  of  the  pupils. 
The  intellectual  labour  began  at  too  early  an  age,  and  it  was  enforced 
upon  them  too  many  hours  in  a  day.  Hence  our  childreili  looked  pale 
^  and  feeble.  They  lacked  robust  frames  and  firm  constitutions.  This 
Nf  foult  was  not  attributable  to  the  committee  nor  to  teachers,  but  to  pa- 
rents, who  insisted  upon  the  performance  of  tasks  too  arduous  for  the 
young  mind.  The  physical  education  of  the  pupils  had  been  altogether 
neglected.  Germany  paid  judicious  regard  to  this  point.  The  result 
was  seen  in  the  health,  and  long  life,  and  protracted  labours  of  her  schol- 
ars. How  different  it  was  with  us !  Our  students  were  thin  and  ptde 
to  a  proverb." 

The  bojTS  of  Boston  are,  notwithstanding,  among  the  rudest  and 
most  turbulent  that  I  ever  remember  to  have  seen ;  and,  among 
other  instances  of  their  rudeness,  I  may  mention  the  following.  My 
youngest  son,  who  accompanied  us  on  our  travels,  being  about  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  had  to  go  from  our  residence  daily,  at  different 
hours,  to  take  lessons  from  his  various  masters,  who  lived  in  difler- 
ent  parts  of  the  city ;  but  scarcely  a  day  passed  without  his  being 
beset  by  some  of  the  Boston  boys,  called  afler,  and  occ^onally 
assailed  with  stones,  as  well  as  with  coarse  epithets ;  and  for  no 
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other  reason  that  could  ever  he  conceived  or  discoyeredy  than  tha(t 
he  was  an  **  English  boy/'  and  was  therefore  regarded  by  them  as 
an  '^interloper.''  Their  conduct  became  at  last  so  bad,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  send  a  man-servant  with  him  in  going  and  com- 
ing ;  and  even  then  they  were  often  both  assailed,  especially  whei^ 
they  met,  as  they  did  occasionally,  a  school  just  dispersed,  where 
the  number  of  the  boys  gave  them  additional  courage  for  the  onset. 

Among  the  customs  which  prevail  with  the  ladies  is  that  of 
wearing  mourning  for  a  much  longer  period  than  in  Endand,  and 
of  not  receiving  visits  or  going  out  to  parties  during  all  the  time 
that  their  mourning  is  worn.  Between  persons  not  m  mourning 
visits  are  interchanged  occasionally ;  but  even  here  the  momine 
calls  are  among  the  heaviest  taxes  on  time  that  strangers  are  called 
upon  to  pay,  and  many  valuable  hours  are  hterally  wasted  ever^ 
week  by  persons  taking  a  long  walk  to  call  on  those  who  have  left 
their  cards  on  some  previous  day :  when,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
the  answer  is,  "  Not  at  home,"  or  "  Particularly  engaged."  As 
these  answers  are  given  to  every  one  indiscriminately,  without 
knowing  who  may  call,  no  one  can  reasonably  take  onence ;  but 
it  would  be  a  great  gain  to  all  if  these  morning  calls,  which  end 
in  nothing  but  a  waste  of  time,  were  abolish^  altogether,  and 
cards  of  interchange  or  inquiry  sent  by  the  penny-post  or  by  a 
messenger,  who  might  go  the  rounds  for  the  visiter,  and  save  him 
the  inconvenience  and  ojsappointment 

Notwithstanding  these  peculiarities,  and,  as  they  seemed  to  me  in 
many  cases,  defects  of  society  in  Boston — and  there  are  none  which 
are  not  easily  capable  of  reform  and  improvement — ^my  sincere  con- 
viction is,  that  there  is  no  ci¥f  in  the  world,  of  the  same  extent  of 
population,  in  which  there  exist  more  substantial  wealth,  honourably 
and  industriously  acquired,  more  mercantile  integrity,  more  usefiu  - 
intelligence,  more  general  comfort,  more  purity  of  morals,  more  be- 
nevolent efforts  for  the  promotion  of  humane  and  charitable  institu- 
tions, or  more  general  knowledge,  virtue,  and  happiness,  than  in 
Boston.  There  is  no  blemish  witnin  its  precincts,  whether  of  fraud, 
intemperance,  profligacy,  rudeness,  or  inhospitality,  of  which  there 
are  not  similar  examples,  and  often  on  a  much  larger  scale,  m  the  old 
and  populous  cities  of  Europe :  and  if  the  question  could  be  reduced 
to  figures,  and  set  forth  in  accurate  arithmetical  proportions,  I  have 
no  doubt  it  would  be  found  that,  in  the  proportion  of  crime,  vice,  or 
folly,  to  the  whole  population,  Boston  would  have  less  of  each  than 
any  other  city  with  which  it  could  be  compared. 

But  as  it  is  no^  perfect,  and  as  its  own  inhabitants,  by  tfa&r  veiy 
desire  to  have  it  so  con^dered  by  foreigners,  must  evidently  wiw 
that  it  should  be  so,  they  ought  to  regara  those  as  their  best  friends 
who,  seeing  what,  perhaps  from  their  position,  they  are  themselves 
not  so  likely  to  perceive,  should  have  the  courage  and  the  frankness 
to  point  out  the  defects  which  are  capable  of  emendation,  and  thus 
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become  the  pioneers  of  improvement,  since  the  veiy  first  step  to- 
wards reform  in  everything  is  to  be  made  conscious  that  there  is 
really,  something  that  requires  it. 


I  CHAPTER  XUL 

Laat  Sunday  patsed  in  Boston. — Morning  Senrice  at  the  King's  Cbapel.— Singular 
Union  of  Koyalty,  Episcopacv,  and  Unitarianisoi.— History  of  the  Rise  and  Progress 
of  King's  Chapel— Gift  of  Plate  from  the  King  and  Queen  of  England.— Seleciioii 
of  Organ  for  the  Chapel  by  Handel. — Church-rates  letied  by  Dissenters  on  £piscop»- 
tians.— Anecdote  of  Captain  Coram,  Founder  of  the  Foundling.— Alteration  of  the 
Church  Liturgy  by  Unitarians.— Examples  of  the  Changes  made  in  the  Service.— 
Prayer  against  Sedition  and  Rebellion  retained.— Grounds  alleged  for  revising  th« 
Liturgy.— Summary  of  the  Service  as  at  present  used.— Description  of  the  Edifice, 
the  Vassal  Monument.— Choir  led  by  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston.- Umtarianism 
in  the  Ascendant  and  increasing.— Affecting  Sermon  of  the  Rev.  Father  Taylor.— 
Affectionate  Exchanges  of  Farewell— Last  Evening  passed  in  Boston. — Cordial  Re> 
grets  and  Anxieties  of  Friends. 

The  last  Sunday  that  we  passed  in  Boston  was  agreeably  and 

instructively  occupied.    Havmg  heard  on  the  preceding  Sabbaths 

^  «         nearly  all  the  prmcipal  preachers  of  the  city  in  their  respective 

churches,  we  attended,  on  the  morning  of  this  day,  at  the  IQns's 
Chapel,  to  hear  Dr.  Greenwood ;  in  the  afternoon  we  went  to  me 
Mariner's  Church  to  hear  Father  Taylor ;  and  both  were  striking 
and  impressive  services. 

The  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Greenwood  was  a  beautiful  and 
^  convincing  discourse  on  the  propriety  of  maintaining  such  of  the 
external  forms  and  duties  of  religion  as  are  in  accordance  with 
scriptural  authority,  and  the  danger  of  omitting  to  keep  up  the  con- 
tinued  observance  of  religious  ordinances.  It  had,  too,  so  remark- 
able a  connexion  with  the  history  of  the  church  in  which  it  was 
delivered,  and  with  all  its  surrounding  associations,  that  some  of 
its  peculiarities  will  be  worth  detailing.  This  church  is  perhaps 
the  only  one  in  the  world  which  recognises  royalty  in  its  name. 
Episcopacy  in  its  ritual,  and  Unitarianism  in  its  doctrine;  being 
called,  at  the  present  moment.  King's  Chapel ;  using  in  its  service 
most  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  Liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  but  introducing  such  modifications  as  to  make  it  cor^ 
respond  with  the  belief  and  worship  of  Unitarians.  The  history 
of  this  church  is  as  follows. 

It  was  in  1689  that  the  first  Episcopal  church  in  New-England 
was  built,  on  the  spot  where  the  King's  Chapel  now  stands ;  and 
in  July  of  that  year  an  entry  appears  in  the  records  to  this  effect, 
<<  Laus  Deo,  A  memorandum  of  such  honest  and  well-diffl>osed 
persons  as  contributed  their  assistance  for  and  towards  erecting  a 
church  for  God's  worship  in  Boston,  according  to  the  coostitution 
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of  the  Cburch  of  England  as  by  law  established."  The  names 
amount  to  ninety*six  in  number,  and  the  sum  subscribed  by  them 
was  256/.  9^. ;  but  the  cost  of  the  church  is  subsequently  said  to 
have  been  284/.  16^.  It  was  built  of  wood,  was  very  small,  and 
wholly  without  pews,  and  it  was  not  until  1694  that  these  were 
added  to  the  church,  at  a  cost  of  85/.,  which  was  raised  by  a  sub- 
scription of  fifty-three  persons  to  cover  the  expense.  As  the  chief 
part  of  the  community  in  Boston  then  consisted  of  dissenters  from 
the  Church  of  England,  this  building  received  no  favour  from  them^ 
but  was  built  principally  by  the  contributions  of  the  governor,  Sir 
Edmond  Andros,  and  the  officials  and  dependants  of  the  govern- 
ment 

In  1696  some  presents  were  made  to  the  church  firom  England, 
which  are  thus  entered  in  the  records :  '^  The  Decalogue,  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  the  Creed,  which  were  drawne  in  England  (that  is^ 
painted  and  gilded  on  tablets  for  placing  over  the  altar),  and 
brought  over  by  Mr.  Samuel  Myles,  m  July,  1696 ;"  and  another 
entry  stands  thus :  "  Boston,  1697,  then  received  of  Mr.  Myles  two 
ereat  silver  flagons,  and  one  sallver,  and  one  bowl,  and  one  civer 
(cover),  all  of  silver,  which  was  given  to  the  church  by  the  king 
and  oueen  (William  and  Mary),  and  brought  over  by  Captain 
John  Foye.  Received  by  me,  Griles  Dyer,  churchwarden."  The 
Bishop  of  London  also  sent  a  library  of  books,  which  was  deemed 
at  the  time  the  best  theological  library  in  New-England,  and  has 
since  been  deposited  in  the  Boston  Athensum. 

Up  to  the  period  of  King  William's  death,  the  church  was  call- 
ed ^'long's  Chs^l;"  but  on  the  accession  of  Queen  Anne  in 
1702  its  name  was  chang^  to  that  of  Queen's  Chapel.  In  1710 
a  new  subscription  was  raised  to  rebuild  the  churcn,  which  was 
flien  enlarged  to  twice  its  original  size,  but  was  still  constructed  of 
wood  only ;  a  clock  was  given  by  the  '^  gentlemen  of  the  British 
Society"  and  an  organ  was  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brattle  in 
1713,  and  an  organist  sent  for  from  London  at  a  salary  of  30/.  per 
annum,  vrith  an  allowance  of  2M.  for  the  passage  of  himself  and 
his  wife,  and  liberty  to  teach  music  and  dandng !  to  help  out  his 
maintenance. 

In  1714,  when  Queen  Anne  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  George 
the  First,  the  name  of  the  church  was  again  changed  to  King's 
Chapel,  which  it  has  retained  ever  since.  In  1730  a  curious  con- 
dition of  things  arose,  the  Episcopalians  of  New-Ensland  bdng 
included  in  the  taxation  levied  to  build  and  support  the  churches 
of  the  dissenters.  This  appeared  to  them  so  great  a  mevance, 
that  they  sent  home  a  memorial  to  the  Bishop  of  London  and  a 
petition  to  the  king,  complaining  of  *^  the  sufferings  of  the  church- 
men in  this  provmce,"  in  beine  thus  compelled  to  pay  rates  for  the 
support  of  the  dissenters;  and  some  of  those  who  refused  to  do  so 
were  imprisonedy  and  had  their  goods  sold  to  raise  the  amount 
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The  dissenters,  beb^  the  majority,  insisted  oa  fteir  point  and  car- 
ried  it,  just  as  now,  in  Enjgland,  die  churchmen  beuig  the  major- 
ity, act  on  the  same  principle  and  apply  the  same  means ;  but  in 
both  cases,  those  who  are  compelled  to  p|^  feel  it  to  be  oppression, 
though  those  who  exercise  the  compelling  power  caU  resi^ance  to 
the  impost  rebellion. 

In  1741,  the  wooden  building  being  finind  to  be  ^atly  decay- 
ed, it  was  resolved  to  build  a  church  of  stone,  which  it  was  estima« 
ted  would  require  2500/.  sterling ;  but  it  was  not  till  1749  that  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  new  edifice  was  laid ;  and  it  may  give 
some  idea  of  the  imperfect  notions  then  prevailmg  as  to  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  to  state,  that  a  Boston  newspaper,  called  **  The  Inde- 
pendent Advertiser,"  for  describing  the  somewhat  pompous  cere- 
mony observed  on  this  occasion  with  wit  and  sarcasm,  was  after- 
ward *^  suppressed ;"  especially,  says  the  record,  '^  as  it  had  long 
been  made  use  of  for  a  vehicle  of  scandal  and  disaffection  to  the 
government"  A  curious  anecdote  is  mentioned  as  illustrative  of 
uie  temper  and  character  of  some  of  the  best  friends  of  their  race. 
As  the  expenses  of  this  new  stone  church  were  found  to  be  much 

greater  than  was  anticipated,  wealthy  men,  favourable  to  the 
piscopal  religion,  were  applied  to  for  aid  by  letter,  and  among 
the  number  of  these  was  the  celebrated  Captain  Coram,  the  found- 
er of  the  Foundling  Hospital  in  London ;  ^  Mr.  Barlow  Treootfaicky 
who  was  then  in  England,  waited  on  him ;  and,  though  graciously 
received,  had  no  sooner  mentioned  the  purpose  of  his  visit,  than  he 
was  obliged  to  listen  to  a  burst  of  the  most  passionate  reproaches 

g gainst  the  vestry  of  King's  Chapel,  for  slighting  a  present  which 
aptain  Coram  had  formerly  made  them  of  a  piece  of  land.  All 
the  explanations  of  Mr.  Trecothick  seemed  not  to  cool  the  old  gen- 
tleman's rage,  who  at  last  flatly  told  his  visiter,  with  an  oath,  *  that 
he  knew  it  was  in  his  power  to  serve  the  church  very  much ;  but 
that,  if  the  twelve  apostles  were  to  apply  to  him  in  boialf  of  it,  he 
would  persist  in  refusing  to  do  it' "  This,  says  Mr.  Trecothid^  in 
his  communication  to  the  committee,  I  thought  a  d^niiive  answer, 
and  so  I  took  my  leave.  The  aid  required  was,  however,  obtained 
fix)m  other  sources,  and  the  whole  expense  of  the  church,  which 
amounted  in  the  end  to  nearly  10,000/.  sterling,  was  defrayed. 

In  1756  a  new  organ  was  obtained  from  England,  at  a  first  cost 
of  500/.,  and  137/.  expenses.  It  b  the  one  that  is  now  used  in  the 
church,  and  is  viewed  and  heard  with  great  interest,  as  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  selected  for  the  church  by  the 
great  master,  Handel,  who,  though  then  blind — ^for  he  died  in  1763, 
and  was  blind  eight  years  before  his  death — tried  it  by  his  own 
hands  before  its  purchase.  After  the  death  of  George  the  Second 
and  accession  of  George  the  Third,  an  additional  service  of  plate 
was  sent  out  in  1772,  with  a  complete  new  set  of  pulpit  furniture, 
as  a  present  from  the  long;  the  whole  amount  of  the  alver  thus 
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"presented  to  the  church  being  2800  ounces,  and  the  gift  of  three 
separate  sovereigns;  so  that,  from  the  begmning  to  the  end  of  its 
history,  this  church,  built  chiefly  by  the  contributions  of  Governor 
Andros  and  his  officially  used  always  as  the  church  of  the  govern- 
ment, with  a  special  state-pew  for  the  governor  and  his  family,  and 
patronised  and  assisted  by  bishops  and  kings,  may  be  regarded  as 
the  peculiar  favourite  of  episcopacy  and  royalty  combined. 

It  is  the  more  remarkable  on  this  account,  that  this  very  church 
should  be  tiie  first  in  which  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  should  be 
abjured,  and  that,  while  retaining  the  Liturgy  of  the  Episcopal  or 
Church  of  England  service,  it  should  make  open  profession  of  Uni- 
tarianism.  At  the  Revolution  in  1776,  the  guded  crown  that  stood 
on  the  centre  of  the  organ,  and  the  two  gilded  mitres  that  stood  on 
either  side,  were  removed  by  the  populace,  and  all  signs  of  homage 
to  royalty  were  abolished.  The  name  of  King-street  was  changed 
to  State-street,  Queen-street  to  Court-street,  and  King's  Chapel  to 
Stone  Chapel,  by  which  it  was  for  a  long  time  caDed ;  but  the 
anti-royal  fever  has  so  far  subsided,  that  for  many  years  past  the 
church  has  resumed  its  ancient  name,  and  is  called  King's  Chapel 
by  its  own  minister  and  congregation  as  well  as  by  others. 

The  next  step  was  the  alteration  of  the  Liturgy,  which  was  un- 
dertaken in  1783  by  Dr.  Parker,  and  completed  in  1785,  according 
to  the  alterations  made  in  the  same  by  the  celebrated  English  di- 
vine. Dr.  Clarke ;  these  changes  bemg  chiefly  the  rejection  of  the 
Athanaaan  Creed,  and  the  omission  of  all  the  passages  that  either 
recognised  or  adverted  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity ;  this  amend- 
ed Liturgy  was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  congregation,  and  has 
ever  since  formed  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  used  by  them  inr 
their  worship.  ^'  Thus,"  says  the  present  pastor  of  this  church,  Dr. 
Chreenwood,  who  is  also  its  historian,  "  the  first  Episcopal  church 
in  New-England  became  the  first  Unitarian  church  in  America." 

The  principal  alteratioas  made  in  the  service  are  these :  Instead 
of  *^  Gloria  Patri"  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  Psalms,  <<  Glory  be  to 
the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,^'  the  sentence 
used  is  this:  ^^Now  unto  the  King  eternal,  immortal, invisible,  the 
only  wise  Grod,  be  honour  and  ^ory,  through  Jesus  Christ,  forever 
and  ever.  Amen."  In  the  "  Te  Deum,"  after  the  words  ^  the 
Father  of  an  infinite  majesty,"  the  subsequent  passages  are  expun- 
ged, and  these  substituted :  '^  The  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  IJni- 
verse,  the  God  and  Father  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour ;  the  enliriit- 
ener  and  sanctifier  of  men ;  all  happiness  proceedeth  from  uee, 
and  to  thee  all  gratitude  and  adoration  are  due.  We  bless  thee 
for  sending  into  the  world  thy  beloved  Son.  When  thou  gavest 
him  to  deliver  man,  it  pleased  thee  that  he  should  be  born  of  a  yir- 
gin ;"  and  the  rest  to  the  end  is  as  in  the  old  version.  The  lita*' 
By  is  much  abridged,  and  many  of  the  expressions  modernised.  In- 
stead of  the  pr^er/^  O  God  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world/'  kc^ 
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the  language  used  is,  ^  0  God,  who  by  thy  Son  hast  redeemed  the 
world ;"  and  instead  of  ^  0  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  proceeding  from 
the  Father  and  the  Son,"  the  language  used  is,  ^  0  God,  who  by 
thy  Holy  Spirit  dost  govern,  direct,  and  sanctify  the  hearts  of  thy 
feithiul  servants."  Instead  of  *'  All  the  anfiil  lusts  of  the  flesh,  the 
world,  and  the  devil,"  the  words  used  are, ''  all  iDordioate  and  sin* 
fill  affections,  and  all  the  secret  allurements  of  this  sinfiil  world ;" 
but  what  seems  remarkable  is,  that  these  words  are  permitted  to 
stand  unaltered  as  in  the  original :  '^  From  all  sedition,  privy  con- 
spiracy, and  rebellion,  from  all  false  doctrine,  heresy,  and  schism, 
from  hardness  of  heart,  and  contempt  of  thy  word  and  command* 
ment,  good  Lord,  deliver  us." 

In  the  preface  to  this  amended  Liturgy,  the  veiy  persons  who 
pray  thus  fervently  to  be  delivered  '^  from  all  sedition,  privy  con- 
spiracy, i^nd  rebellion"  say,  ^'  The  late  happy  revolution  here  hath 
forever  separated  all  the  Episcopal  societies  in  the  United  States  of 
America  from  the  Church  of  England,  of  which  the  long  of  that 
country  is  the  supreme  head ;"  ana  on  this  ground  th^  think  them- 
selves justified  in  *'  making  such  alterations  in  their  service  as  the 
exigency  of  the  times  and  occasions  hath  rendered  expedient"  Of 
the  whole  work,  when  these  changes  were  made,  they  thus  express 
themselves  :  *^  The  Liturgy  contamed  in  this  volume  is  such  that 
it  is  supposed  no  Christian  can  take  offence  at  it,  or  find  his  con- 
science at  all  wounded  m  repeating  it  The  Trinitarian,  the  Uni- 
tarian, the  Calvinist,  the  Arminian,  will  read  nothing  in  it  which 
can  give  him  any  reasonable  umbrage.  God  is  the  sole  object  of 
worship  in  these  prayers ;  and  as  no  man  can  come  to  Ghxl  out  bgr 
the  one  mediator,  Jesus  Christ,  every  petition  is  here  offered  in  his 
name,  in  obedience  to  his  commands." 

The  present  pastor.  Dr.  Greenwood,  at  the  close  of  his  interest- 
%'  ing  History  of  King's  Chapel,  from  which  most  of  the  facts  hen 
selected  have  been  gathered,  thus  acknowledges  the  present  views 
of  his  church :  ^  With  regard  to  our  religious  opinions,"  he  says, 
^  we  indeed  differ  widely,  in  some  respects,  from  those  who  once 
met  for  worship  in  this  temple.  Of  these  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
we  believe  them  to  be  true  and  scriptural,  and  hold  them  to  be 

Erecious.  Though  we  have  no  objection  to  the  name  or  office  of 
ishop,  when  used  in  a  scriptural  sense  and  exercised  in  a  scriptu- 
ral manner,  yet  we  claim  to  be  interpreters  of  the  meaning  of  Scxip- 
ture,  on  that  as  well  as  on  other  topics,  for  ourselves.  And  though 
we  refuse  not  to  be  designated  b^^  the  term  i4)iscopal,  yet,  so  lone 
as  Episcopalians  deem  Uie  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  to  be  essential^ 
and  an  assent  to  it  indispensable,  we,  as  Unitanans,  cannot  join 
with  them,  nor  can  they  receive  us ;  and  our  communion  vrith  our 
Umtarian  brethren  of  the  Congregational  order  must  be  much  more 
intimate  than  with  them.  But  we  retain  and  prefer  the  aodent 
Xiturgy>  simplified  and  altered  in  conformity  with  our  opinions  \  and 
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in  this  Teq[>ect  differ  from  CongregatioDalists  and  others^  who 
no  regular  form  of  public  worship.  In  unity  of  spirit  and  the  bond 
of  peace  we  desire  to  join  our  brethren,  and  in  righteousness  of' life 
to  be  reconciled  unto  God,  through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ" 

The  interior  of  the  church  resembles  those  built  in  London  about 
the  time  of  Queen  Anne  and  George  the  First  The  order  of  ai^ 
chitecture  is  Corinthian,  and  the  finely-carved  capitals  of  the  fluted 
pillars  that  support  the  aisles  and  eallery,  the  lofty  pulpit,  with  its 
crimson  damask  draperies  and  yelvet  cushion,  the  raiied*in  altar 
and  communion-table,  with  the  tablets  of  the  Decalogue,  Creed, 
and  Lord's  Prayer,  the  high  and  roomy  pews,  all  lined  with  greem 
baize,  the  oldfashioned  organ  chosen  by  Handel,  the  marble  monu^ 
ments  and  tablets  around  the  walls,  and,  inde^,  everything  con* 
nected  with  the  aspect  of  the  interior,  reminded  us  more  of  home 
than  anything  we  had  seen  in  any  place  of  worship  since  we  left 
England.  Trie  lady  who  accompanied  us  was  most  anxious  to 
complete  this  illusion  by  having  **  God  save  the  King"  played  bjr 
the  organist — who  was  himself  an  Englishman,  and  *^  nothing 
loth" — ^after  the  congregation  had  dispensed,  and  while  we  were 
walking  round  with  the  minister  to  see  the  monuments  of  the  chap- 
el ;  but  we  satisfied  ourselves  with  her  kind  intentions. 

Among  the  monuments  is  one  to  Samuel  Vassal,  a  merchant  of 
London,  finely  executed  in  marble,  and  containing  an  inscription, 
which,  for  its  historical  interest,  is  worth  being  copied  at  lengd^ 
and  it  will  accordingly  be  found  in  the  Appendix.*  It  will  be 
suifident  to  say  here  that  he  was  the  first  person  in  England  who 
refused  to  pay  the  unconstitutional  tax  on  tonnage  and  poundage 
in  the  year  1628,  for  which  his  goods  were  seized  and  his  person 
imprisoned  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber.  He  wm 
chosen  as  member  of  Parliament  for  the  ci^  of  London  in  1640, 
and  in  1641  the  Parliament  voted  him  lOjOOOl.  as  compensation 
for  his  injuries;  but,  like  others  who  have  had  their  claims  ac- 
knowledged but  not  redressed,  his  family  never  received  anything 
b^ond  me  honour  of  this  vote  and  resolution ;  though  hb  father 
was  one  of  the  gallant  patriots  who  fitted  out  at  his  own  cost  two 
ships  of  war,  one  of  which  he  commanded  in  peraon,  and  joined 
the  royal  fleet  to  oppose  the  Spanish  armada. 

Among  the  many  interesting  peculiarities  of  King's  Chapel,  and 
its  EpiscopaUan  service  by  a  Unitarian  minister  and  congregation, 
the  dioir  deserves  to  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  mos^  j^rfeot, 
though  by  no  means  the  most  extensive  in  Boston ;  and  the  orffan 
chosen  by  Handel  is  well  sustained  by  exquisite  voices  admirably 
attuned.  This  choir  is  led  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  Mr.  Elliott, 
who  is  a  good  musician,  with  an  excellent  voice,  and  who  takes  a 
pleasure  in  condueCing  this  part  of  the  service ;  so  that,  instead  of 
finding  him  b  what  was  finrmerly  the  governor's  pew,  where, 

*  Sm  Appeodiz,  N«.  X. 
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cording  to  the  old  custom  of  colonial  times,  and  of  yeiy  recent 
date  in  England,  the  mayor  might  be  found,  surrounded  by  the 
aldermen  in  furred  robes,  and  protected  by  the  gilded  mace  as  the 
emblem  of  his  authority,  he  is  to  be  seen  in  Boston  in  front  of  the 
choir,  in  the  organ  gallery,  leading  the  singers,  and  performing  his 
duty  ably  and  efficiently,  and  this,  too,  without  losing  in  the  sUght- 
est  degree  the  respect  or  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

No  one  can  be  loi^  in  Boston  without  perceiving  that  Umtarian- 
ism,  if  not  the  religion  of  the  numerical  majority,  is  that  of  the 
opulent  and  official  classes  who  compose  the  aristocracy  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Webster  the  senator,  and  several  of  the  members  of 
Congress,  as  well  as  of  the  local  Legislature,  are  Unitarians.  The 
president  and  professors  at  Harvard  University  are  nearly  all  Uni- 
tarians. The  bench  and  the  bar  contain  a  majority  of  Unitarians, 
and  the  medical  profession  adds  largely  to  their  numbers.  The 
mayor  and  many  of  the  municipal  officers  are  Unitarians,  and  the 
great  bulk  of  the  more  wealthy  merchants.  It  is  said  here,  in- 
deed, that,  with  whatever  religion  men  begin  life,  when  they  get 
▼ery  rich  and  withdraw  from  active  business  they  become  Umta- 
rians.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  is,  first,  that  they  feel  them- 
selves relieved  from  a  great  deal  of  the  troublesome  duty  of  fre- 
quent prayer-meetings,  private  conferences,  confessions  of  experi- 
ence, and  other  searching  and  disagreeable  inquisitions,  to  which, 
as  communicants  of  other  sects,  they  would  be  occasionally  subject, 
but  from  which,  the  moment  they  become  Unitarians,  they  are  free; 
secondly,  that,  whatever  may  be  their  peculiar  views  of  religion  as 
to  its  mysteries  and  doctrines,  they  are  unrestrained  in  the  fullest 
indulgence  of  them,  without  being  chargeable  with  heresy,  as  in- 
dependence of  judgment  is  allowed  to  all,  without  inquiry  or  re- 
sponsibility ;  and,  thirdly,  that  Unitarianism  being  the  fashionable 
or  aristocratical  religion  of  Boston,  all  those  who  feel  that  their 
wealth  and  station  give  them  a  claim  of  admission  to  this  circle, 
and  many  who  are  ambitious  of  so  doing  before  their  claims  can 
be  well  established,  find  the  profession  of  Unitarianism  a  safe  and 
easy  passport  to  circles  to  which  they  would  otherwise  find  admis- 
sion more  difficult. 

From  all  these  causes  combined,  and  others,  perhaps,  operating 
unseen,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  Unitarians  here  have  the 
greatest  number  of  churches,  the  most  learned  and  eloquent  preach- 
ers, of  whom  the  justly-celebrated  Dr.  Channing  is  at  the  head, 
and  the  most  fashionable  congregations.  They  are  likely  to  in- 
crease, because  the  reasons  already  enumerated  are  sure  to  be  in 
constant  operation  to  bring  additions  to  their  numbers,  while  few 
or  no  conversions  are  made  from  their  ranks  to  other  sects ;  and  the 
rising  generation  of  Unitarians  appear,  from  fell  that  is  seen  and 
known  of  them,  to  wear  the  restraint  of  religious  opinions  and  ob- 
servances even  more  lightly  than  their  parents,  and  to  get  more  and 
more  "  liberal,"  as  it  is  termed,  in  both. 
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In  the  afternoon  we  went  for  the  third  time  to  hear  Father  Tar* 
lor,  at  the  Mariner's  Church,  and  were  more  deeply  affected  by  hm 
peculiar  and  touching  eloquence  than  before.  There  were  some 
recent  circumstances  which  made  the  occasion  one  of  deeper  im- 
portance than  usual,  and  these  gave  him  more  than  his  accustomed 
share  of  enen?y  and  feeling.  On  the  Friday  preceding  I  had  gone 
with  Father  Taylor,  at  his  request,  to  visit,  with  his  family  and  my 
own,  the  "  Mariner's  Home ;"  to  see  the  accommodation  there  pro* 
vided  for  the  comfortable  boarding  and  lodging  of  seamen,  witk  a 
view  to  take  them  from  the  temptations  by  which  they  are  sur» 
rounded  on  all  hands  when  landing  from  their  voyages ;  and  to  in* 
spect  the  store  of  clothing,  prepared  of  the  best  materials,  put  to- 
gether by  the  excellent  workmanship  of  seamen's  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, and  furnished  at  the  cheapest  rates ;  and  nothing  could  be 
more  complete  than  the  whole. 

On  this  very  day,  however,  it  happened  that  500  men  had  been 
paid  off  from  the  United  States  frigate  and  some  sloops-of-war 
forming  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  which  had  returned  from  a 
three  years'  absence.  Large  as  the  number  was,  however,  thus 
thrown  upon  the  stream  at  once,  there  were  enough  of  grogshop 
keepers  and  other  interested  harpies  to  decoy  them  nearly  afl  into 
their  dens ;  and,  except  the  few  that  were  rescued  from  their  fangt 
bv  the  Mariner's  Home  and  the  Seaman's  Home,  they  were  near^ 
all  intoxicated  before  night  Some  were  robbed  while  thus  un- 
conscious, by  those  who  made  them  so  for  this  purpose ;  and  on 
the  following  day  many  were  without  a  dollar,  though  on  the  aver- 
age thev  had  come  on  shore  with  from  100  to  200  dollars  each. 
■;f|.Beif»g  thus  stripped  of  all  their  monev,  and  reduced  to  a  state  of 
'  stupid  insensilniity  by  drunkenness,  they  were,  on  the  following 
night,  seen  choking  up  the  streets  and  lanes  by  the  wharves,  so  as 
actually  to  impede  the  passage,  and  the  night  being  intensely  coM, 
the  thermometer  at  6^,  the  watchmen  were  all  emploved  in  taking 
them  up  from  the  ground,  many  of  them  stiff  with  cold,  and  pilii^ 
them  up  one  on  the  other  in  heaps  in  the  watch-houses,  to  prevent 
their  being  frozen  to  death !  This  was  the  fate  that  befell  the 
brave  defenders  of  their  country  when  they  returned  to  the  land 
of  their  nativity,  and  this  was  the  treatment  they  received  at  the 
hands  of  their  fellow-citizens ! 

On  the  following  day,  Monday,  the  second  election  was  to  take 
place  for  the  representatives  of  Boston,  and  the  question  at  issue 
Detween  the  two  sections  into  which  the  Whigs  had  split  was, 
whether  the  regular  Whig  ticket,  as  it  was  called,  which  contained 
in  it  no  less  than  seven  dealers  in  intoxicating  luioor  out  of  36  can- 
didates, and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  remainder  were  for  an  unre- 
stricted trade  in  anient  spirits,  should  be  fleeted ;  or  whether  the 
Amory  Hall  ticket,  as  it  was  called,  on  which  were  36  men  all  in 
favour  of  upholding  the  recent  license  law,  which  prdiibits  the  sale 
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of  spirits  in  a  less  quantity  than  15  gallons,  shodd  be  elected  in 
their  stead. 

Father  Taylor,  bearing  in  mind  these  two  circnmstances,  took 
for  his  text  the  sixth  commandment  of  the  Decalogue,  from  the 
20th  chapter  of  Exodus,  ^  Thou  shalt  not  kill,"  and  made  a  roost 
powerful  and  thrilUng  discourse.  He  walked  up  and  down  the 
platform  just  as  a  sea-captain  walks  the  quarter-deck;  behind 
him  were  seated  half  a  dozen  fine-looking  seamen;  and  the 
winding  stairs  ascending  to  this  pulpit  on  each  side,  as  well  as 
the  altar-place  beneath  it,  were  hlled  with  seamen  also. 

In  the  centre,  or  body  of  the  church,  the  whole  space  was  filled 
by  seamen  only,  and  the  side-seats  below  and  in  the  gallery  were 
occupied  by  the  public  generally,  the  whole  number  exceeding 
1000  persons.  He  addressed  the  seamen  chiefly  as  his  brethren, 
and  told  them  that  in  the  face  of  this  commandment,  ^Thoa 
shalt  not  kill,"  many  of  their  shipmates  and  messmates  had  been 
murdered,  cruelly  and  in  cool  blood  murdered,  some  of  them  body 
and  soul,  by  the  poisonous  drink*  administered  to  tiiem  by  guilty 
and  avaricious  hands ;  and  after  first  poisoning,  and  then  plunder^ 
ing  them,  they  had  left  their  victims  to  perish  in  the  streets !  He 
asked  whether  they  would  look  on  with  indifference  while  these 
scenes  were  passing  around  them;  and  he  urged  them  to  rally 
round  the  polls  to-morrow,  and  defeat  the  dealers  in  the  deatln 
inflicting  liquid,  by  preventing  their  return  as  members  of  the 
Legislature,  and  electing  the  friends  of  temperance,  who  are  the 
friends  of  humanity,  in  their  stead. 

His  discourse  was  one  of  the  most  thrilling  and  heart-pierciiv^ 
that  it  was  ever  my  lot  to  hear.  The  big  tear  rolled  down  hi8|i 
furrowed  cheeks  when  he  spoke  of  the  sufferings  of  his  brother  ' 
mariners  as  though  they  were  his  own  children;  while  the  ro- 
bust and  manly  frames  of  the  seamen,  to  whom  he  addressed  his 
discourse,  alternately  swelled  with  sobs  and  melted  with  tears  as 
the^  heard  his  touching  tones,  and  looked  upon  his  beaming  and 
benignant  face.  The  land  part  of  his  congregation  were  as  deep- 
ly affected  as  the  seamen,  and  at  times  there  was  not  a  dry  eye  to 
be  seen  in  the  whole  assembly. 

If  the  500  victims  of  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  spirit-«elleis 
could  have  been  present,  they  would  have  fallen  down  and  wor- 
shipped him ;  for  he  seemed  like  an  Angel  of  Light  sent  to  save 
them  from  sinking  in  the  gulf  that  yawned  open  its  frightful  abyss 
to  receive  them ;  and  if  the  voters  of  Boston  who  were  indifferent 
to  temperance,  or  legators  of  the  world  who  scoff  at  all  attempts 
to  promote  it  by  legislative  means,  could  have  heard  this  powerful 
and  searching  appeal,  they  would  have  been  overwhelmed  with 
shame  at  their  past  indifference,  and  never  have  rested  afterward 
till  they  had  done  all  within  their  power  to  atone  for  past  nt^lect 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  XL 
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At  die  close  of  the  senrice,  though  it  lasted  till  it  was  quite  dail^ 
ereiy  one  seemed  reluctant  to  leave ;  and  after  many  friendly  greet- 
ings, warm  prayers,  cordial  benedictions,  and  mutual  interchawei 
of  tears  and  good-wishes  on  either  side — for  the  two  families,  Fa- 
ther Taylor's  and  my  own,  seemed  knit  by  this  bond  of  common 
sympathy  for  the  sons  of  the  ocean  into  one— we  bade  a  difficult 
and  painful,  yet  affectionate  farewell,  and  hoped  we  might  meet 
again. 

I  felt  so  much  exhausted  by  the  excitement  of  the  day,  that  I  was 
dis{X)sed  to  pass  the  evening  alone ;  but  this  was  not  permitted. 
The  fellow-boarders  with. whom  we  had  been,  living  for  the  past 
eight  weeks— our  first  week  in  Boston  having  been  passed  at  the 
Tremont  Hotel — were  imwilling  that  we  should  separate  without 
passing  the  evening  together  in  social  intercourse ;  and  as  their  ac- 
quaintance had  grown  up  to  friendship  in  several,  and  to  great  cor- 
diality in  all,  we  wer^  unable,  as  well  as  unwilling,  to  refuse  it. 
Mrs.  Putnam,  the  lady  at  whose  house  we  lived  in  Pearl-street,  bad 
made  her  dwelling  so  much  more  like  a  home  to  us  than  any  board- 
ing-house in  which  we  had  lived  since  we  had  been  in  America, 
and  everything  around  us,  indeed,  had  been  made  so  agreeable  by 
the  kindness  of  all  under  the  same  roof,  that,  though  we  had  seen 
but  little  of  Boston  hospitality  to  bind  us  to  its  general  society,  we 
really  found  ourselves  more  strongly  attached  to  our  home-<arcle 
than  we  had  thouglit  of  till  we  came  to  part 

From  some  three  or  four  of  the  families  of  Boston — ^whom  I 
should  be  proud  to  name,  were  not  the  feeling  of  repugnance 
to  all  public  mention  so  strong  amon^  persons  m  private  life  in 
M'  this  counl^ — ^we  had  received  very  land  and  friendly  attentioiis, 
and  particularly  from  one  family,  whom  we  had  the  pleasure  to 
know  and  to  receive  in  England.  But,  with  these  few  excep- 
tions, nothing  could  be  more  distant,  cold,  and  frigid  than  the  gc&» 
eral  intercourse  we  mamtained  with  the  mass.  This,  however,  waa 
not  from  want  of  respect  or  indifference ;  for  few  persons  bad  ew 
before  enjoyed  so  lai^e  a  share  of  public  favour,  public  attentkn, 
and  public  commendation  ancLcompliment,  as  I  had  the  honour  of 
receivmg  from  the  thousands  who  attended  mv  lectures^  and  who, 
at  their  close,  oflen  came  to  express  individually  their  h^h  respect 
and  sincere  admiration,  mingled  with  expressions  of  deep  gratitude 
for  pleasure  received,  and  warm  congratulations  on  the  amount  of 
good  likely  to  be  effected,  by  the  diffiision  of  the  information  and 
opinions  which  these  lectures  conveyed. 

But  of  the  private  hospitalities  of  Boston  we  neither  saw  much 
ourselves,  nor  could  learn  of  its  exercise  towards  others ;  and  as  we 
heard  on  all  hands  that  it  was  not  the  general  custom  to  invite 
quests,  except  at  crowded  and  ostentatious  parties,  where  400  or 
600  persons  are  sometimes  asked  to  houses  not  large  enough  to  ac» 
commodate  agreeably  half  the  number,  we  had  seen  siifncient  of 
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diflcomfort  and  irrationality  of  such  thronged  masses  as  these,  fiital 
as  they  are  to  any  continuous  enjoyment  of  intellectual  intercourse, 
to  make  us  veiy  reluctant  to  join  them. 

As  we  sat  around  the  family  fireside  for  the  last  evening  of  oar 
stay,  amid  the  many  expressions  of  regret  at  our  being  about  to 
leave,  and  anticipations  of  the  blank  that  the  loss  of  our  party  of 
three  would  create  for  a  time,  all  hoped  that  we  should  return  again 
to  a  community  which  they  admitted  was  cold  of  temperament 
and  slow  of  approach,  but  steady  in  attachment  when  once  known* 

All  this  was  more  agreeable  to  us  than  it  would  have  been  to 
leave  no  regret  behind ;  and,  after  sitting  up  later  than  usual,  our 
drcle  separated  for  retirement  with  a  cordial  interchange  of  best 
wishes  for  our  mutual  welfare,  and  hopes  of  a  speedy  reunion  in 
t&e  same  spot 


CHAPTER  XIHL 

Joaroey  from  Boston  to  Providence.— Lectures  delivered  here.-^Chnrches  and  Pulpits 
occupied.— Anirrikted  Public  Discussions  on  the  Question,  "  Is  it  right,  eipedient, 
and  necessaiy  tp  use  LegUlstive  influence  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Temperance  R«C^ 
ormation?'*— Absence  of  any  written  Constitution.— StiiLfOvemed  bv  the  Royal 
Charter  of  Charles  li.— Area,  Ststiitics,  snd  Population  of  tw  State.— Bfanufactaras, 
Commerce,  and  Shipping. — Legislature.- Governor,  Senators, and  Public  Officers.— 
Judiciary. — Proportion  of  Representatives. — Rotten-borough  System  of  unequal  Rep- 
resentation. 

On  Monday,  the  26th  of  November,  we  left  BostoB  for  Prov 
dence,  and  were  about  two  hours  performing  the  journey  by  the 
railroad.  The  cars  were  commodious,  and  well  warmed  by  stoves ; 
but  the  company  were  more  than  usually  variegated,  and  among 
them  there  were  many  under  the  influence  of  strong  drink.  These, 
probably,  had  been  occupied  in  the  second  election  for  Boston, 
which  was  held  to-day ;  and  the  anti-temperance  party  having  been 
again  beaten,  many  of  their  disappointed  voters  may  have  sought 
to  drown  their  mortification  in  drink.  The  weather  was  cold,  the 
thermometer  in  the  open  air  being  at  10° ;  and  as  the  ground  was 
covered  with  snow,  the  road  appeared  dreary  and  monotonous. 
We  reached  Providence  about  four  o'clock,  having  left  Boston  at 
two,  and  repaired  to  the  City  Hotel,  where  we  took  up  our  abode. 

We  remamed  in  Providence  a  fortnight,  and  passed  a  more  than 
usually  agreeable  time  there,  from  the  pleasant  acquaintances  we 
had  the  happiness  to  form,  and  the  cordial  and  friendly  hospitali- 
ties that  we  enjoyed  during  our  stay.  I  was  chiefly  occupied  in 
the  dehvery  of  my  lectures  on  E^pt ;  but,  as  there  is  no  public 
room  or  hall  in  Providence  capable  of  accommodating  more  than 
400  penonsy  we  were  obliged  to  seek  the  use  of  such  places  of 
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worship  as  were  to  be  had.  We  obtained  for  this  purpose  the 
mnt  of  six  separate  churches  in  succession,  in  different  parts  of 
ue  city,  and  these  were  filled  with  audiences  varying  from  500  at 
the  first  to  about  800  at  the  last,  increasing  regularly  every  night 
A  seventh  lecture  was  given  gratuitously  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds 
of  a  chapel,  called,  after  the  founder  of  Providence,  Roger  Wil- 
liams's Chapel,  and  this  was  still  more  fully  attended  than  any  of 
the  preceding,  and  added  a  handsome  sum  to  their  treasury. 

The  fullest  and  most  animated  meetings  1  attended  in  Providence 
were,  however,  two  held  for  the  purpose  of  public  debate  on  the 
following  question  : ''  Is  it  right,  expedient,  and  necessary  to  seek 
legislative  aid  to  promote  the  temperance  reform  ?"  These  meet- 
ings were  held  in  two  other  churches,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river; 
making,  therefore,  nine  churches  in  all,  from  the  pulpits  of  which 
I  gave  my  lectures  on  Egypt  and  Palestine,  and  delivered  temper- 
ance addresses,  during  my  short  stay  in  Providence.  The  audien- 
ces at  the  public  discussions  on  the  temperance  question,  being  ad- 
mitted free,  were  very  large — 2000  at  least,  and  some  thought 
5^500  and  3000 — but  the  two  churches  in  which  they  were  held 
were  the  largest  in  the  city,  and  they  were  completely  filled.  The 
result  of  the  discussion  was  in  favour  of  the  position  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  put  every  practicable  restriction  oo 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks;  and  this  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority.  *^ 

My  evenings  were  therefore  all  fully  occupied  in  Providence 
and  during  the  mornings  of  every  day  I  was  busily  engaged  in  see^ 
in^  all  the  various  institutions,  manufactories,  and  other  objects  of 

Euolic  importance  in  the  town,  and  interchanging  visits  with  the  in- 
abitonts,  who  took  the  greatest  interest  in  my  inquiries,  and  a»sW 
ed  them  m  every  way. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island  la^ 
that  it  possesses  no  written  constitution  for  its  local  government, 
and  in  this  respect  it  differs  from  every  other  state  in  the  Union. 
It  is  still  governed  by  the  charter  of  Charles  the  Second,  which 
was  granted  in  1663,  the  proviaons  of  which  are  so  liberal  that 
little  inconvenience,  it  is  asserted,  has  been  hitherto  experienced 
from  the  want  of  such  a  constitution  as  is  possessed  by  the  other, 
states ;  nor  does  there  appear  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of  any 
of  the  population  to  annul  the  royal  charter,  or  substitute  a  written 
constitution  in  its  stead. 

Rhode  Island  is  the  smallest  of  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  its 
length  from  north  to  south  being  only  48  miles,  and  its  breadth  42 ; 
its  area,  therefore,  is  about  1500  square  miles,  or  960,000  acres  in  the 
whole.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Massachusetts,  on 
the  west  by  (Connecticut,  and  on  the  south  by  the  Atlantic  Its  sur- 
hce  is  agreeably  diversified,  being  hilly  and  rocky  in  the  northwest 
or  interior,  and  generally  level  in  the  southeast  or  towards  the  sea. 
Vol.  n.— 3  G 
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The  soil  is  better  adapted  to  grazing  than  tillaffe,  and  while  the 
quantity  of  grain  raised  is  but  just  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of 
its  own  popdation,  its  chief  agricultural  wealth  is  in  its  cattle,  sheep, 
butter,  cheese,  and  the  produce  of  its  abundant  gardens.  Its  bays 
and  rivers  furnish  a  great  variety  of  excellent  nsik^  ami  iron,  cop- 
per, and  limestone  are  produced  by  its  mountains ;  its  climate  is 
deemed  so  mild  in  winter,  and  cool  in  summer,  that  valetudinari- 
ans from  all  parts  of  the  Union  visit  its  seacoast  in  the  warm  sea- 
son, and  its  interior  'm  the  cold,  in  order  to  avoid  the  extremes 
of  both,  which  are  felt  particularly  in  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts. 

The  present  population  of  Rhode  Island  is  estimated  to  be  only 
about  100,000 ;  but,  like  every  other  part  of  the  Union,  this  state 
has  steadily  increased  in  its  numbers.  The  following  tabular  view 
will  make  this  apparent : 


In  1730 17,935 

1748 34,128 

1755 46,636 

1774  ...'..  59,678 

1790 68,825 


In  1800 69,123 

1810 76,931 

1820 83,050 

1830 97,399 

1840 100,000 


As  the  census  is  decennial,  the  present  number  can  only  be  mat- 
ter of  estimate ;  but  that  it  considerably  exceeds  100,000  no  one 
doubts.  By  the  first  enumeration,  when,  according  to  Callendcr, 
^  there  was,  by  the  king's  order,  an  exact  riccount  taken  of  die 
number  of  souls  in  the  colony,"  the  proportions  were  as  follows : 
Whites,  15,302;  Negroes,  1648;  Indians,  985;  total,  17,935.  In 
1830,  the  proportions  were  the  following :  Whites,  93,621 ;  Ne- 
groes and  coloured  persons,  3678 ;  Indians,  0 ;  total,  97,399. 

It  is  chiefly  for  tne  extent  of  its  manufactures,  in  proportion  to 
its  area  and  population,  that  Rhode  Island  is  distinguished  as  a 
state.  There  are  at  present  about  130  cotton  manufactories,  eight 
bleacheries,  and  four  calico  printing  establishments,  employing  an 
s^ggi'6^3^^  capital  of  nearly  10,0(X),000  dollars,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  only,  besides  cloth  manufactories,  iron 
works,  and  other  branches  of  internal  industry.  The  commerce  of 
the  state  is  also  considerable,  and  its  shipping  exceeds  50,000  tons. 
In  no  part  of  the  United  States  has  banking  been  carried  to  suck 
an  extent  as  here,  there  being  in  this  little  state  upward  of  fifty 
banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  nearly  10,000,000  dollars. 
One  of  the  oldest  mercantile  establishments  in  the  United  States, 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Ives,  still  carry  on  business  at  Providence ;  and 
the  firm  has  been  one  of  the  most  prosperous,  as  it  is  now  one  of 
the  most  opulent,  in  the  Union. 

The  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  is  composed  of  a  House  of 
Representatives,  containing  seventy-two  members ;  a  Senate,  con- 
taining ten  members ;  a  lieutenant-governor  and  a  governor,  who 
are  each  members  of  the  Senate,  me  governor  presiding*    This 
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Legislature  is  chosen  by  freeholders  and  readents  only,  the  qaali* 
fication  of  the  voters  bemg  the  bona  fide  possession  of  freehold 
prcmerty,  or  real  estate,  to  the  value  of  130  dollars  capital,  or  pro- 
ducing an  income  of  seven  dollars  per  annum.  No  higher  qualifi- 
cation than  this  is  required  for  the  members  of  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  Rhode  Island  is  the  only  state  in  the  Union  in  which 
the  qualification  by  freehold  estate  exists.  The  House  of  Represent- 
atives is  chosen  semi-annually,  so  that  there  are  two  elections  for 
members  in  each  year,  one  being  in  April,  the  other  in  August  The 
advocates  for  annual  Parliament  will  be  glad  to  learn,  perhaps, 
that  no  inconvenience  whatever  is  felt  by  this  still  more  frequent 
choice.  The  governor  and  senators  are  chosen  annually,  so  that 
their  term  of  office  is  of  double  the  length  of  the  former.  The 
same  qualification  enables  an  elector  to  vote  for  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature ;  the  only  difference  being  this,  that  the  representatives 
are  sent  from  particular  towns,  and  are  voted  for  only  by  the  resi- 
dent freeholders  of  such  towns ;  while  the  eovemor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  senators  are  voted  for  by  the  whole  of  the  freehold- 
ers throughout  the  state,  as  these  represent  no  particular  town,  but 
the  general  interests  collectively.  The  voting  is  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  putting  a  printed  ticket,  containing  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates for  whom  the  vote  is  given,  into  a  ballot-box  at  the  poll ;  but 
the  law  requires  that  the  name  of  each  voter  should  be  written  at 
fiill  len^  on  the  back  of  his  vote-paper  for  identification ;  so  that, 
dxHigh  It  is  vote  by  ballot,  it  is  not  secret  voting ;  yet  from  this  no 
iBCODvenience  is  felt,  as  the  independent  condition  of  the  voters 
makes  them  perfectly  regardless  of  the  good  or  ill  will  of  those  op- 
posed to  thein  in  politics. 

The  ^vernor  and  senators  are  elected  every  April,  and  the  rep- 
Xieientatives  every  April  and  August  The  LiegisJature  meets  four 
times  in  the  year,  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  and  June,  and  the 
first  Wednesday  in  October  and  January,  when  they  assemble  at 
Providence,  Newport,  Kmgston,  and  CJreenwich  by  turns,  thus  re* 
alizing  Mr.  Cressett  Pelham's  idea  of  a  perambulating  Parliament, 
which  be  mice  made  a  motion  to  introduce  into  England. 

The  governor  does  not  possess  the  power  of  the  veto,  but  sits 
merely  as  the  president  of  the  Senate,  and  never  votes  there  except 
'  when  the  numbers  are  equal,  and  he  is  then  called  upon  to  give  a 
casting  vote.  All  laws,  therefore,^  that  are  agreed  to  by  both 
houses  pass,  as  matter  of  course ;  and  the  governor  is  bound  ta 
ratify  and  act  upon  them.  Without  the  agreement  of  the  major- 
ity of  both  houses  no  act  can  become  law ;  but  sometimes  both 
bouses  meet  in  grand  committee,  as  it  is  called — ^that  is,  they  unite 
their  numbers,  and  sit  together  as  one  assembly — when  the  majority 
of  the  whole  united  number  decides  the  questions  in  debate. 

The  salary  of  the  governor  is  the  lowest  in  the  United  States, 
being  only  400  dollan,  or  about  80/,  sterling,  per  annum.    The 
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lieutenant-eoTeraor  has  only  200  dollars.  The  secretary  of  state 
has  750  dollars  and  fees;  the  treasurer  450  dollars,  and  the  attor- 
ney-general his  fees  only.  The  members  of  both  houses  are  paid 
only  one  dollar  fifty  cents,  or  about  six  shillings  sterUng,  per  day, 
whde  skilful  mechanics  and  manufacturers  readily  earn  two  dollars 
per  day. 

The  judiciary  power  is  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  each  of  the  five  counties  of  which  the  state  is 
composed,  namely,  Bristol,  Kent,  Newport,  Providence,  and  Wash- 
ington. The  chief-justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  a  salary  of 
6M  dollars ;  the  two  associate  justices  650  dollars  each ;  and  the 
five  judj^es  who  preside  over  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  each 
of  the  five  counties  have  no  salaries,  but  are  paid  by  fees. 

The  proportion  of  representatives  which  each  city  or  town  should 
send  to  the  House  of  Representatives  was  first  fixed  by  the  royal 
charter  of  Charles  the  Second  in  1663.  This  was  subsequently 
modified  by  an  act  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  not  long  afterwara, 
but  since  that  time  no  change  has  been  made ;  and,  accorcUngly, 
there  is  a  sort  of  '^  Rotten-borough  System,"  which  has  necessariW 
sprung  out  of  this  state  of  thmgs.  For  instance,  Newport,  which 
'  was  formerly  the  largest  town  of  the  state,  sent  twelve  representa- 
tives, and  Providence,  which  was  then  a  small  town,  sent  only 
jfour.  At  present,  Newport  contains  about  8000  inhabitants,  ana 
still  sends  twelve  members,  while  Providence,  with  its  20,000  in- 
habitants, sends  only  four ;  no  more,  indeed,  than  Portsmouth  in 
the  same  state,  which  has  only  1500 ;  and  many  new  towns,  that 
have  sprung  up  since  this  act  was  passed,  now  more  than  a  centu- 
ry ago,  have  no  representatives  at  all. 

The  unrepresented  parties  cry  out,  of  course,  for  *^  Parliamentary 
reform ;"  but,  as  it  was  in  the  mother  country,  and  as  it  still  is, 
and  probably  ever  will  be  there  and  everywhere  else,  those  who 
have  the  privileges  fi-om  which  others  are  excluded  are  not  willing 
to  admit  their  fellow-citizens  to  a  participation*  They  contend,  as 
the  anti-Reformers  of  England  do,  that  these  anomalies  and  incon- 
sistencies '^  work  well,"  and  need  no  reform ;  and,  therefore,  they  set 
their  fi^ces  against  any  innovation.  As  this  party  comprises  most 
of  the  wealthy  persons  in  the  state,  it  is  highly  probable  that  there 
will  be  no  alteration  in  the  charter,  no  written  constitution,  and  no 
change  in  the  representative  or  elective  system  for  many  years  to 
come. 
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Detcription  of  the  City  of  Providence.~Divi8ion  of  Aristocracy  and  Fashion,  east  and 
west  EdcL— Private  Dwellings,  Shops,  Hotels,  and  Boardinff-houses.— Public  Build- 
inp,  Statehonse,  the  Colleges.— Tne  Arcade,  Churches,  Structures,  and  Sects.^ 
Literary  Institutions,  Brown  University.— Munificence  of  Mr.  Brown,  a  Merchant—* 
Government  and  Discipline  of  the  Colleges.— Attendance  at  an  Exhibition  of  the  Stu^ 
dents.— Comparison  with  the  Exhibition  at  Csmbridse.— Library  of  the  (Jnivenitv.^ 
Manning  Hall.— A  theneum.— Franklin  and  Historical  Societies.— Great  French  Work 
€o  Egypt— Mus6e  Fran^aise.— Encouragement  of  Literature  and  Art — Admission  of 
Ladies.— Openioff  Address.— Quaker  College.— State  or  public  Schools.  —  Private 
Schools.— The  Drama. 

^  The  city  of  Providence  is  very  advantageously  and  agreeably 
antoated  at  the  head  of  the  tide-waters  of  Narraganset  Bay,  an  arm 
of  the  sea  coming  up  from  Newport  and  Rhode  Island,  and  fbrm- 
bg  a  deep  inlet  from  the  ocean  about  thirty  miles  inward  from  the 
general  line  of  the  coast  At  the  spot  where  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence stands,  this  inlet  of  the  water  is  so  narrow  as  to  look  like  a 
river,  and  it  is  generally  called,  indeed.  Providence  River ;  but  this 
is  incorrect,  as  it  is  an  arm  of  the  sea.  It  extends,  however,  on  the 
north  and  east  of  the  town,  till  it  meets  the  River  Seekonk,  having 
two  bridges,  one  called  India  Bridge,  and  the  other  Central  Bridge, 
passing  over  its  narrowest  parts.  On  the  north  and  west  of  Sie 
town  It  goes  on  till  it  meets  the  Woonasquatucket  River  and  the 
Mooshasuck  River,  whose  united  waters  run  by  or  through  the 
centre  of  the  town.  The  bridge  uniting  the  opposite  banks  is 
not  more  than  100  feet  in  length,  and  nearly  of  equal  breadth ;  it 
is  constructed  of  wood,  with  a  central  way  for  carts  and  horses, 
and  two  broad  side-paths  railed  off  for  foot-passengers.  Like  all 
the  maritime  cities  of  America,  therefore.  Providence  presents  an 
extensive  line  of  frontage  to  the  water,  surrounded  as  it  is,  on  three 
sides,  with  these  two  arms  of  the  sea,  so  that  its  accommodation  in 
wharfage  is  ample  for  the  greatest  number  of  ships  it  can  employ; 
and  vessels  of  all  classes,  from  60  to  500  tons,  come  up  opposite  i 

the  town,  and  find  excellent  room  and  complete  shelter. 

The  plan  of  the  city  is  as  regular  as  the  uneven  surface  of  the 
area  over  which  it  is  spread  would  admit  The  eastern  half  of 
the  town,  taking  the  division  at  the  bridge  across  the  stream  in 
the  centre,  is  extremely  hilly,  the  lateral  streets  ascending  from  the 
wharves  to  the  summit  of  the  hill  being  steeper  than  any  m  Boston, 
and  steeper  even  than  Holbom  Hill  in  London.  On  the  more  eleva- 
ted portions  of  this  hill,  and  throughout  its  whole  extent,  are  built 
the  spacious  mansions  of  the  older  and  more  opulent  families.    The 

Svemor's  official  residence  is  in  this  quarter,  as  well  as  the  Col- 
je  or  University,  and  the  Athenaeum.    Most  of  the  banks  and  in- 
surance offices  are  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  ttie  greater  num* 
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ber  of  the  "  aristocracy  of  the  city,"  as  they  are  called,  live  here. 
The  western  half  of  Providence  is  on  a  more  level  area ;  and, 
owing  to  sreater  facility  in  obtaining  building  sites  on  moderate 
terms,  this  has  been  the  portion  in  which  the  increase  of  dwellings 
has  chiefly  taken  place  of  late  years.  The  streets  are  here  more 
regular  in  their  laying  out,  are  generally  broader  and  better  paved ; 
but  there  are  not  so  many  large  and  substantial  dwellings  as  on  the 
other  side,  though  there  a  few,  and  those  greatly  on  the  increase. 
An  **  aristocracy"  is  said  to  be  growing  up  here  also ;  and  it  is  al- 
leged that  something  like  a  spirit  of  rivalry  ensts  between  the  in- 
habitants of  the  old  town  and  the  new— or  the  up-town  and  the 
down-town — or  the  dwellers  on  the  hill  and  the  dwellers  in  the 
plain — just  as  in  England,  in  the  town  of  Lincoln  especially,  there 
IS  as  marked  a  line  of  division  between  the  families  above  hill  and 
the  famibes  below  hill,  as  there  b  between  the  city  icddents  ttd 
the  west«end  dwellers  in  London. 

The  greater  number  of  the  buildings  in  Providence  are  of  wood, 
painted  white,  which  gives  the  town  a  very  bright  appearance 
when  seen  from  an  eminence  or  from  a  distant  point  of  view :  and 
as  there  are  several  lofty  white  spires,  a  square  brown  Gothic  tow- 
er with  {Hnnacles,  and  a  bluish  lead-covered  dome  risbg  from  the 
churches  on  both  sides,  with  an  agreeable  admixture  of  sups'  masts 
and  flags  in  the  central  stream,  it  presents  an  animated  and  striking 
appearance.  Here,  however,  as  in  most  of  the  large  cities  of  Amer- 
ica, the  more  recent  structures  are  built  of  stone  or  brick;  and 
wooden  dwellings  are  gradually  becoming  superseded  by  build- 
ings of  more  substantial  materials.  The  shops  are  inferior  in  their 
general  appearance  to  what  might  be  expected  in  so  old  and  so 
opulent  a  city  as  this  undoubtedly  is,  for  its  size ;  and  no  attention 
appears  to  be  paid  to  decoration  or  alteration.  Of  hotels  there  are 
four  or  five,  but  among  them,  the  latest  built,  the  City  Hotel,  in  the 
western  division  of  the  town,  is  the  only  one  posses^g  spacious  or 
well-furnished  rooms,  while  even  there  the  table  is  what  in  England 
would  be  called  wretchedly  ill-furnished;  and  of  the  boarding- 
houses,  the  half  dozen  of  the  highest  repute  that  I  went  to  see 
were  dirty  and  disorderly  in  the  extreme. 

Of  the  public  buildings  of  Providence  there  are  not  many  that 
are  either  large  or  beautiful.  The  Statehouse,  in  which  the  Le- 
gislature assembles,  is  like  an  old  country  mansion  in  England,  with 
a  short  a^%nue  of  old  poplars  leading  up  to  it  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  town,  and  a  common  entrance  to  its  other  front  from  the 
street  above :  its  interior  is  as  plain  as  its  exterior ;  it  is  built  of 
brick,  washed  over  with  a  whitish  colouring.  The  University  con- 
sists of  two  piles  of  building,  not  uniform  with  each  other,  and  of  a 
plain  style,  with  a  fine  Done  hall  and  portico  between  them ;  but 
the  projection  of  thb  latter  edifice  too  much  in  front,  and  the  con- 
trast of  its  brown  stone  with  the  bluish  wash  that  covers  the  col- 
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lege-fronts  on  either  side,  gire  to  the  whole  an  incongruous  np- 
pCirance.  The  Atheneum,  a  small  building  below  it  on  the  side 
coHhe  hill,  is  in  better  taste,  being  a  simple  Doric  hall,  with  porti- 
co, built  of  granite,  and  in  excellent  proportions. 

The  Providence  Arcade  is  not  only  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  New- 
England,  but  in  all  the  United  States,  uid,  I  think  I  maj  add^^B 
England ;  for  neither  the  Lowther  nor  the  Burlington  Ajt:ade,  in 
London,  is  so  handsome  or  so  commodious  as  this.  It  is  built  of 
granite,  with  three  separate  stories,  containing  82  shops  or  ware- 
rooms  in  the  inteiior,  forming  a  ground-floor  and  two  tiers  of  gal- 
leries above,  the  passages  around  which  are  b^  balconies,  railed  in 
with  iron  feni^work,  and  the  ascent  to  this  is  by  geometrical 
staircases  of  granite,  the  whole  being  lighted  by  a  gla^s  roof  from 
above.  The  length  of  this  Arcade  is  225  feet,  uie  l»«adth  80  feet, 
aM  the  height  72  feet ;  and  it  stretches  from  Wybossett-street  on 
the  one  front,  to  Westminster-street  on  the  other,  each  front  hav- 
ing a  portico  of  six  granite  columns  of  the  Ionic  order,  eacb  col- 
umn in  one  entire  stone  of  three  feet  diameter,  and  36  feet  in 
bright,  the  whole  costing  about  130,000  dollars. 


There  are  20  churches  in  Providence,  of  which  ax  are  Baptist, 
three  Congregational  or  Independent  Calvinists,  two  Methodist, 
two  Unitanan  (one  called  the  Westminster  Church),  two  i^iscopa), 
one  Quaker,  one  Universalist,  one  Catholic,  one  Swedenoorgian, 
and  two  African  for  coloured  people,  one  called  the  Zion  Metho- 
dists, and  the  other  the  Abyssmiuns;  the  five  last  named  worship 
in  very  humble  buildings.  As  structures,  the  prindpal  churches  are 
fine  buildings,  with  loftj  ^ires,  espedally  the  First  Baptist,  the  two 
Unitarian,  one  of  the  Episcopalian,  one  of  the  Congregationalu^ 
vitb  its  chaste  portico  and  dome,  and  oac  of  the  EjuKopBliao,  with 
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its  square  Gothic  tower  and  pinnacles,  all  of  which  add  much  to  the 
beauty  of  the  town.  lo  their  interior  arrangenient,  the  features  of 
nmple  elegance  and  great  comfort  are  united :  <niBhioned  pews, 
carpeted  floors,  warm  stoves,  and  commodious  and  handsome  pul- 
pits or  platforms,  with  good  organs  and  excellent  choirs;  and  the 
greatest  order  and  propriety  prevails  during  the  whole  service. 

Of  literary  institutions,  the  Brown  Univei^ty  takes  the  lead. 
This  was  originally  founded  at  Warren,  a  small  town  about  eight 
miles  distant  from  Providence,  in  1764 ;  but  in  1770  it  was  re- 
moved to  this  city.  It  is  now  called  "  Brown  Univeraty,"  from  its 
principal  patron,  Nicholas  Brown,  tbe  head  of  the  firm  of  Brown 
and  Ives,  merchants  of  this  ci^,  and  the  oldest  firm  now  existing 
in  the  United  States.  When  ori^n ally  transferred  and  established 
here,  it  was  called  the  Rhode  Island  College ;  and  Mr.  Manning, 
Its  original  founder,  erected  the  one  pile  of  buildings,  called  Um- 
versity  Hall,  which  is  constructed  of  brick,  is  four  stories  high,  150 
feet  long,  and  46  wide,  containing  51  rooms  for  officers  and  stu- 
dents, with  a  chapel,  library,  and  museum. 

In  1822  Mr.  Brown  built  tbe  second  pile,  called  Hope  College, 
irtiich,  instead  of  being  made  uniform  with  the  former,  as  it  might 
so  easily  have  been,  was  only  120  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide, 
though  it  is  four  stories  high,  nnd  contains  48  rooms  for  offic^is 
and  students.  A  space  was  left  between  these  two  piles  for  some 
future  central  building,  of  which  these  two  might  form  the  wings; 
and  this,  too,  has  been  filled  vp  by  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Brown, 
who  is  still  aUve,  though  beyond  his  eightieth  year ;  but,  instead 
of  making  a  bold  and  appropriate  centre,  which  might  hare  united 
these  wing^  and,  with  a  little  more  expense,  have  brought  tbe  di»* 
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jmnted  parts  into  one  harmonious  whole,  the  space  is  occorned  br 
an  oblong  Doric  edifice,  after  the  model  of  an  ancient  temple,  witn 
iff  portico  projecting  considerably  beyond  the  line  of  the  general 
%a(le,  and  open  spaces  left  between  it  and  eadi  of  the  other  pita. 


^«i*. 


The  incon^rui^  of  style  and  order  in  these  three  parts  of  the 
same  institution  is  still  farther  increased  by  the  central  building 
being  of  a  fine  brown  stone,  and  the  two  side  ones  being  of  brid^ 
covered  with  a  bluish  wash.  Still,  the  lo%  eminence  on  which 
the  whole  are  placed,  the  opfm  space  of  ground  by  which  they  an 
soTTOunded,  their  size,  utility,  and  the  munificence  of  their  patnn, 
whose  name  they  bear,  make  them  conspicuous  and  popular  among 
the  public  buildings  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Brown  not  only  built  the  pile  called  Hope  College,  and  the 
Doric  temple  called  Manning  Hall,  but  be  devoted  100,000  doUai* 
to  the  endowment  of  professors ;  and  he  still  continues  to  make  oe> 
casional  grants  of  large  sums  for  the  improvement  of  the  iostitQ* 
tioD,  and  lias  communicated  his  intention  to  bestow  still  more  upon 
it  at  his  death.  In  this,  however,  he  has  not  followed  the  usual 
example  of  wealthy  men  in  such  cases,  by  leaving  all  to  be  done 
till  he  is  m  his  grave  j  on  the  contraiy,  ne  has  done  modi,  and 
continues  to  do  more,  while  living ;  so  that  he  has  large  returns  of 
interest  for  his  outlay  in  the  pleasure  it  must  afibrd  him  to  witneaa 
the  riKe,  progress,  and  perpetual  growth  of  the  institution  he  has  so 
honourably  and  munificently  befriended. 

The  government  of  the  Univereity  is  vested  in  a  Board  of  Fel- 
lows, consisting  of  12  members,  of  whom  eight,  including  the  pret> 
idenl,  must  be  Baptist,  and  a  Board  of  Trustees,  of  36  memhers, 
of  whom  22  must  be  Baptist,  five  Quakers,  five  Episcojialians, 
and  four  Congregationalists.  This  mingling  of  peisons  oi  difler^ 
ent  Beets  is  found  to  worii  admiraUy  w^  by  preserving  unlimited 
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toleration  and  unintemipted  liberality  and  harmony  between  aU 

Sarties.  This,  indeed,  has  been  the  chief  characteristic  of  Pron- 
ence  ever  since  Roger  Williams  first  planted  it,  and  raised  die 
standard  of  religious  freedom  for  all  sects.  On  thb  subject,  the 
following  striking  passage  from  the  Historical  Discourse  of  John 
Gillendar,  published  a  hundred  years  ago,  is  so  remarkable  as  to 
deserve  to  be  transcribed.    He  says : 

"  Our  fathers  established  a  mutual  liberty  of  conscience  when  they 
first  incorporated  themselves ;  this  they  confirmed  under  their  first  pat- 
ent, and  at  the  Restoration  they  petitioned  King  Chaiies  the  Second 
'  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a 
most  flourishing  civil  state  may  stand,  and  best  be  maintained,  and  that 
among  English  subjects,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious  concernments; 
and  that  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  on  Gospel  principles,  will  give  the 
best  and  the  greatest  security  to  sovereignty,  anid  will  lay  in  the  hearts 
of  men  the  strongest  obligation  to  true  loyalty.*  And  the  king  wms 
pleased  to  make  them  a  grant,  by  which  every  person  may  freely  and 
fully  have  and  enjoy  his  own  judgment  or  conscience  in  matters  of  re- 
ligious concernment,  behaving  himiself  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not 
iising  this  liberty  for  licentiousness  and  profaneness,  nor  to  tAe  civil  in- 
,  jury  or  outward  disturbance  of  others.  This  is  the  language  of  the  roy* 
al  charter  granted  to  Rhode  Island  by  Charles  the  Second :  and  Callen* 
dar  proceeds  to  say,  as  one  knowing  well  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
society  in  which  he  lived,  *  This  happy  privilege  we  enjoy  to  this  day, 
through  the  Divine  goodness ;  and  the  experiment  has  fully  answered, 
even  beyond  what  might  have  been  expected  from  the  first  attempt. 
The  civil  state  has  flourished  as  well  as  if  secured  by  ever  so  many 
penal  laws,  and  an  Inquisition  to  put  them  in  execution.  Our  civil  offi- 
cers have  been  chosen  out  of  every  religious  society,  and  the  public 
Seace  has  been  as  well  preserved,  and  the  public  councils  as  well  con- 
ucted,  as  we  could  have  expected  had  we  been  assisted  by  ever  so 
many  religious  tests.  It  has  been  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  gentlemen 
of  almost  every  religious  persuasion  among  us,  sitting  on  the  same 
bench  of  magistrates  together.  And  we  may  always  expect  to  see  it 
while  that  principle  prevails,  that  the  surest  way  to  preserve  and  enjoy 
our  charter  privileges  is  so  to  divide  the  posts  of  honour,  trust,  and 
profit  among  all  persuasions  indifferently ;  and,  in  general,  to  prefer 
those  gentlemen,  of  whatever  religious  opinions  they  are,  that  are  oth- 
erwise best  qualified  io  serve  the  public  and  adorn  their  stations,  and  to 
suffer  no  one  religious  sect  to  monopolize  the  places  of  power  and  au- 
thority."* 

The  acting  of&cers  of  instruction  in  Brown's  University  at  pres- 
ent are,  the  president,  Dr.  Wayland,  three  professors,  and  two  tu- 
tors ;  the  number  of  students  are  about  200 ;  and  the  whole  number 
educated  in  it  since  its  foundation  exceeds  2000.  The  annual  com- 
mencement is  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  and  there  are 
three  vacations  m  the  year :  one  in  September,  of  four  weeks,  one 
in  January,  of  six  weeks,  and  one  in  May,  of  three  weeks.  The 
average  expense  of  each  student  is  about  120  dollars  per  annum. 
I  was  present  at  an  exhibition  of  the  senior  class,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  programme : 

•  ColL  of  the  Rhode  Iiknd  HiM.  Sodotj,  vol.  i?.,  pHt  Itt. 
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Munc.  1.  Horatio  Latina :  3.  A  life  of  action  most  favourable  to  Vir- 
tae :  3.  The  influence  of  the  Moral  Feelings  on  the  Intellect :  4.  Origi- 
nality.  Music.  5.  The  Literature  of  the  Spanish  Arabs :  ft  The  tenden- 
cy of  Social  Revolutions:  7.  Character  of  William  Wilberforce.  Music. 
8.  Ultimate  Triumph  of  Free  Principles :  9.  Political  Aspect  of  Great 
Britain :  10.  Singleness  of  Purauit :  11.  Action  of  Genius.    Music. 

The  exhibition  was  held  in  the  upper  floor  of  Manning  Hall,  a 
well-proportioned  and  well-lighted  room  (the  lower  floor  of  which 
is  devoted  to  a  library ),  before  an  auditory  of  about  300  persons, 
200  of  whotn,  at  least^  were  ladies,  from  families  resident  in  the 
town.  Mr.  Brown,  the  benefactor  of  the  University,  was  present ; 
and  having,  notwithstanduig  his  extreme  age,  attended  all  my  lec- 
tures, he  recognised  me  on  entering,  gave  me  a  cordial  reception, 
placed  me  in  one  of  the  chairs  laid  out  for  the  professors,  and  in- 
troduced me  to  most  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  as  they  en- 
tered. The  president  took  his  seat  in  a  sort  of  pulpit  or  enclosed 
desk,  on  an  elevated  stage,  as  at  Cambridge  near  Boston,  but  did 
not  wear  the  University  cap,  as  President  Quincy  did  at  Harvard. 
The  music  was  performed  by  an  excellent  band  of  vrind  instru- 
ments belonging  to  the  town,  the  performers  occupying  an  orches- 
tra in  a  eallery  over  the  vestibule  or  entrance.  The  students  wore 
black  silk  gowns,  but  no  caps :  they  were  a  handsome  and  gentle- 
manly body  of  young  men.  Their  orations  were,  in  genersd,  well 
conceived  and  well  delivered,  especially  the  Latin  oration,  and 
the  discourse  on  the  literature  of  the  Spanish  Arabs. 

The  most  remarkable  composition,  however,  was  that  in  which 
''the  political  aspect  of  Great  Britain''  was  attempted  to  be  de- 
picted. It  would  have  been  highly  relished  at  Oxford,  in  England, 
as  it  was  the  most  Conservative  speech  that  I  had  yet  heard  in 
America,  though  Conservatism  is  so  generally  spread  among  all  the 
mercantile  and  wealthy  portions  of  the  community.  In  this  ad- 
dress the  Conservatives  of  England  were  lauded  to  the  skies,  and 
the  Radicals  denounced  as  the  ruthless  destroyers  of  the  most  an- 
cient and  venerable  institutions,  seeking  to  destroy,  in  a  single  hour, 
what  it  had  taken  aees  to  construct.  '*  Queen  Victoria,  in  her  \ir- 
ffin  innocence,"  saia  the  speaker,  '*  is  supposed  to  be  in  imminent 
danger  of  suffering  the  fate  of  the  lamented  Marie  AntoiiiiKe ; 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Lord  Stanley  may  be  regarded  as  the 
great  champions  of  the  British  Constitution ;  while  Lord  Brougham 
and  Mr.  O'Conneil  are  but  agitators,  and  leaders  of  a  faction 
against  the  peace  and  stability  of  the  state."  All  this  appeared  to 
afford  great  pleasure  to  the  audience,  to  whom  it  seemed  to  me  to 
be  the  most  acceptable  piece  of  the  day ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
professors,  students,  and  audilnrs  sympathized  deeply  in  the  senti- 
ments it  conveyed ;  so  much  is  Conservatism,  or  anti-Democratic 
principles,  in  favour  with  the  great  majority  of  the  upper  classes, 
or  more  &shioiiable  circles  in  America. 
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The  library  of  the  college  contains  about  10,000  volumes,  and  is 
every  year  ii^creasing ;  three  other  libraries,  belonging  to  oUier  lit« 
erary  institdtions,  are  all  kept  within  the  walls  of  the  University, 
and  amount  to  about  8000  volumes  more ;  while  the  philosophical 
apparatus  for  experiments  and  illustrations  in  scientific  lectures  is 
very  ample  and  complete.  Among  the  books,  which  I  was  per- 
mitted to  inspect,  having  been  taken  through  the  lilntury  by  the 
classical  professor,  there  appeared  to  be  a  very  fair  proportion  of 
the  more  solid  and  learned  in  each  department  of  study,  and,  at 
the  same  time  a  full  supply  of  the  more  popular  works,  with  an 
excellent  variety  of  the  best  of  the  scientific  publications  of  Eu- 
rope. In  the  library  on  the  ground-floor  of  Manning  Hall  is  a 
well-executed  full-length  portrait  of  Mr.  Brown,  after  whom  the 
University  is  named,  and  it  is  a  faithful  likeness. 

Among  the  peculiarities  of  pronunciation  which  I  remarked 
among  the  professors  and  students  was  that  of  pronouncing  the 
first  a  in  the  word  Arab  as  it  is  pronounced  in  ^aran,  and  the  first 
m  in  drama  as  it  is  in  Draco  ;  but,  while  they  made  the  a  narrow 
in  these  two  words,  in  which  the  English  use  it  broad,  they  re- 
versed this  sound  in  two  other  words,  pronouncing  the  word  patron 
as  if  it  were  vmtten  pat-^ron^  and  fBibric  as  if  it  were  vmiten/ab' 
hric.  The  word  ^  only"  was  pronounced  as  if  written  tm/y,  and 
the  word  ^  been"  as  if  written  ben  ;  this  I  observed  also  at  the 
Harvard  Exhibition,  and,  indeed,  it  is  common  among  the  best 
educated  persons  in  America.  Among  the  less  educated  or  re^ 
fined  it  was  common  to  hear  the  expression  '*  he  show  me  a  letter" 
instead  of  '^  he  showed  me  a  letter ;"  and  '^  the  sailor  dove  to  the 
bottom"  instead  of  "  dived  to  the  bottom"  of  the  sea.  The  phrase 
"  as  lief"  is  constantly  substituted  for  "  as  soon"  or  "  rather ;"  as 
"  I  would  as  lief  see  you  in  the  morninff  as  in  the  evening,"  and 
** I  would  as  lief  not  go  out  at  all."  "He  warn't  there"  is  com- 
monly used  for  "  he  was  not  there ;"  "  it  warn't  the  custom"  for 
"  it  was  not  the  custom."  "  A  rugged  man"  is  a  term  used  for  "  a 
robust  man ;"  and  sometimes  the  phrase  '^  rugged  health"  is  used 
for  '^  robust  health."  When  a  question  is  asked  of  another,  and 
qftet  the  answer  is  given,  it  is  common  to  hear  the  exclamation, 
'^  Oh !  do  tell — I  want  to  know,"  after  the  information  has  all  been 
given.  Though  it  has  so  very  opposite  a  meaning,  it  seemed  to  me 
to  be  as  oflen  used  as  another  phrase  in  England,  when  people  are 
surprised  by  any  piece  of  news,  or  affect  to  be  so,  just  as  ridic- 
ulously exclaim,  '^  You  donH  say  so !"  All  countries,  indeed,  have 
their  peculiar  modes  of  expression,  which  will  not  bear  a  critical 
analysis ;  but  this  ought  to  make  them  all  more  charitable  towards 
each  other  in  iudging  of  these  peculiarities,  for  no  nation  and  no 
class  are  entirely  free  from  them. 

Next  to  the  Brown  University,  the  Atnenaeum  of  Providence  de- 
serves especial  mention  as  a  literary  institution.   In  the  eredioD  of 
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this,  the  munificence  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Ives  vras  again  appa« 
rent.  They  made  an  offer  of  a  suitable  piece  of  landwfor  the  eidi* 
fic^9  and  the  sum  of  6000  dollars  towards  the  buildi^and  4000 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books,  prbvided  an  equal  sum  of  10,000 
dollars  should  be  raised  by  subscription  among  the  inhabitants  in 
tiie  space  of  three  months.  This  was  accepted,  and  the  sum  of 
20,000  dollars  was  soon  procured,  being  double  the  amount  stipu- 
lated. The  work  was  immediately  commenced.  The  plot  of 
land  given  was  140  feet  in  length  and  120  in  breadth;  and  in 
1837  the  building  was  begun,  and  was  completed  in  1838. 

The  building  is  a  Grecian  Doric  edifice,  after  the  model  of  a 
temple,  of  48  feet  front  and  78  feet  in  depth,  with  fluted  columns 
of  14  feet  each  in  one  piece;  the  height  of  the  walls  is  31  feet, 
and  the  roof  is  covered  with  zinc  In  the  interior  the  arrange- 
ments are  simple  and  commodious.  The  basement  story  is  oc- 
cqpied  bjr  the  Franklin  and  Historical  Societies.  The  first  has 
an  extensive  collection  of  models  and  philosophical  instruments, 
as  well  as  an  interesting  collection  of  curiosities.  The  latter 
has  an  excellent  collection  of  books,  papers,  and  records.  The 
upper  and  principal  story  is  occupied  by  the  Athenaeum  Socie- 
ty. On  each  side  the  entrance  is  a  square  room,  one  of  which 
IS  the  reading-room  for  periodicals  and  journals,  the  other  for  the 
librarian's  omce  and  committee-room.  The  librair,  or  principal 
foom  beyond  this,  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  building,  in 
two  subdivisions,  and  is  fitted  up  in  the  purest  taste.  The  whole 
cost  of  the  building,  including  the  furniture,  fencing,  &c.,  was 
about  20,000  dollars,  and  the  books  about  20,000  dollars  more. 

The  property  is  now  divided  among  about  400  shareholders: 
flie  price  of  a  share  is  fixed  at  15  dollars,  to  enable  persons  of 
the  humblest  class  to  become  purchasers;  and  the  annual  sub- 
scription, after  the  purchase  of  the  share,  is  fixed  at  five  dollars 
each.  The  library  contains  at  present  upward  of  10,000  vol- 
umes, selected  with  great  care  and  good  taste  by  an  agent  em- 
ployed in  England  to  purchase  them.  In  addition  to  these,  there 
18  a  splendid  copy  of  the  great  French  work  on  Egypt,  which  be- 
longed to  the  unfortunate  Prince  Polignac,  and  was  sold  in  Paris 
with  his  effects  subsequent  to  his  banishment  to  the  fortress  otMim. 
It  was  purchased  at  the  sale  by  an  American  gentleman  then  in 
Paris,  and  repurchased  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Ives,  and  eight 
other  residents  of  Providence,  and  presented  as  a  donation  to 
the  Athenseum. 

Another  splendid  work,  ^^The  Muse^  Frana^ise,''  was  pur^ 
chased  by  six  other  residents  of  Providence,  and  presented  abo 
as  a  donation  to  the  Athenaeum.  There  are  no  towns  in  Eng- 
land, of  similar  population  to  that  of  Providence  (20,000),  where 
such  an  institution  could  be  so  rapidly  got  up  and  organized,  and 
be  so  munificently  endowed  by  its  citizensi  as  this.    It  is  weU  wo&- 
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tby,  therefore,  of  bebg  held  out  as  an  example  for  imitation  in  Eu- 
rope :  for  this  is  one  of  the  departments  in  which  the  Old  Countiy 
may  with  idvantage  learn  the  lessons  taught,  and  the  exampla 
set  her,  by  the  people  of  the  New. 

To  show  that  such  acts  on  the  part  of  the  more  opulent  citi- 
zens are  duly  acknowledged  by  those  for  whose  benefit  they  are 
performed,  and  that  there  is  not  only  a  full  appreciation  of  the 
unportance  of  such  gifts,  and  a  becoming  gratitude  for  their  be- 
stowal, but  also  a  clear  perception  of  the  future  benefits  they  are  to 
achieve  for  their  posterity,  I  subjoin  the  following  extract  from  the 
last  report  of  the  directors,  for  the  present  year,  1838,  when  adrert- 
ing  to  the  splendid  works  already  named :  ^ 

'*  In  recording  these  liberal  donations  to  the  Athenaeum,  all  of  them  m 
the  department  of  antiquities  and  the  fine  arts,  the  board  cannot  but  no* 
tice  with  pleasure  the  evidence  thus  given  of  an  increasing  desire  among 
lis  to  foster  a  taste  for  the  grand  and  the  beautiful ;  for  studies  and  pur- 
suits whojie  effect  is  to  polish  and  humanize  society ;  to  liberalize  and 
elevate  the  general  mind  of  the  community ;  to  abridge  the  limits  of  a 
dull  utilitarianism ;  to  weaken  the  hold  of  that  base  passion  for  accu- 
mulation which  so  deadens  the  loftiest  impulses  of  the  spiritual  betnff ; 
and  to  waken  up  and  call  forth  genius  in  some  of  its  loveliest  and  aub- 
limest  forms.  May  it  not  be  hoped  that  within  these  walls  will  yet  be 
collected  a  gallery  of  painting  and  sculpture,  and  that  our  alcoves  and 
cabinets  will  yet  contain  constantly-growing  contributions  in  all  which 
can  lift  the  soul  from  the  grave  of  this  world's  materialism  into  the  faiiy 
domains  of  the  ideal  and  the  poetic,  where  men  of  the  divinest  gifts  hav« 
always  deUghted  to  revel,  that  they  might  not  only  be  rapt  themselves, 
but  imbody,  for  the  admiration  and  culture  of  others,  in  the  speaking 
page,  the  canvass,  or  the  marble,  their  noblest  conceptions.  Here  let 
there  be  gathered,  largely  and  liberally,  for  the  successive  generations 
who  are  to  inhabit  our  city,  whatever  hath  been  chanted  or  sung  by 
the  great '  choir  of  ever-enduring  men.'  While  we  treasure  up,  as  they 
are  produced,  the  best  fruits  of  the  mind  and  genius  of  our  own  day, 
here  too  should  be  garnered  the  past ;  remembering  that 

*  Stores  of  the  truly  great 
Have  all  one  age,  and  from  one  ▼isible  apace 
Shed  influence !  They,  both  in  power  and  act. 
Are  permanent,  and  tune  ia  not  with  them. 
Save  as  it  worketh  for  them,  they  in  iV  " 

It  may  be  mentioned  as  another  good  feature  of  this  institution, 
that  ladies  are  admitted  as  shareholders,  subscribers,  and  visiters,  as 
well  as  gentlemen ;  and  that,  besides  having  the  accoomiodation  of 
books  at  their  own  homes,  for  the  library  is  a  circulating  one,  they 
frequently  honour  the  reading-room  with  their  presence;  several 
very  beautiful  women  were  engaged  there  at  the  time  of  my  viaL 

An  excellent  institution  for  education  is  provided  by  the  Qua- 
kers of  this  state  and  neighbourhood.  It  is  within  a  mile  of  the 
Brown  Universi^,  and  is  called  '^  The  Friends'  Boarding  School/' 
It  belongs  to  the  body  composing  the  yearly  meeting  of  the 
**  Friends"  in  New-England,  and  is  devoted  to  the  education  of 
their  children.    It  has  at  present  nearly  200  pupils,  of  whom 
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about  130  are  male  and  70  female.  These  are  boarded  and  edu* 
cated  under  the  general  care  of  a  superintendent,  and  the  particu- 
lar and  special  attention  of  five  male  and  four  female  teachers. 

Public  schools  were  not  begun  on  the  plan  of  state  asastance  till 
the  year  1800 ;  there  are  now  in  the  town  seven  primary  schools 
and  five  grammar  schools,  with  one  for  the  children  of  Africans. 
Id  the  whole  state  there  are  360  public  schools,  towards  the  sup- 
port of  which  the  state  pays  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars  a  year, 
and  the  rest  of  the  expenses  are  borne  by  the  coomiunity.  Besides 
these,  there  is  in  Providence  an  excellent  private  establishment| 
called  '*The  Grreen-street  School,''  at  which  there  is  a  compe- 
tent bodv  of  teachers  in  the  useful,  the  classical,  and  the  orna- 
mental departments;  and  at  this,  too,  boys  and  girls  are  edu- 
cated together  without  inconvenience.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have 
said  **  masters  and  misses,"  for  this  is  the  phraseology  of  the  coun- 
try, of  which  every  day  fiimishes  instances  in  the  nevrspapers  and 
in  ordinary  conversation ;  but  the  following  will  be  an  example : 

DAKciifo  AcADiMT. — Mons.  P.  Guigon,  from  Boston,  has  the  honour  to 
inform  his  friends  and  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Providence,  that 
his  dancing  academy  is  open  at  the  City  Hotel.  Days  of  reception  and 
instruction  for  young  ladies,  misses  and  masters,  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  afternoon,  from  3  to  6  o'clock 

The  places  of  public  amusement  in  Providence  are  few  m  num- 
ber, the  grave  taste  of  its  inhalntants  not  encoura^ng  such  under^ 
takings.  The  theatre  b  but  rarely  opened,  and  is  Uien  but  very 
fittle  frequented.  During  our  stay  at  Providence,  Miss  Shirreff,  firom 
England,  performed  for  three  or  four  nights ;  but,  though  sustamed 
bv  several  attractive  American  performers,  and  by  Mr.  Wilson,  an 
Biglish  anger,  the  audiences  were  very  thin,  and  composed  mosdy 
of  strangers  passing  through  the  dty  on  thdr  way  to  and  from  New- 
York  and  Boston.  The  public  taste  of  the  country  is  certainly  not 
favourable  to  dramatic  entertaiiunents,  nor  even  to  music,  unless  it 
be  the  choral  sacred  pieces  performed  at  the  Sunday  evening  con- 
certs in  Boston ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  these  would  be  so  well 
attended  on  any  other  evening  of  the  week ;  but,  being  the  only 
entertainment  available  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  oflering 
an  agreeable  substitute  for  the  church  and  the  chapel  to  m  great 
num&r  who  wish  to  go  somewhere  and  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
they  have,  of  course,  a  monopoly  of  the  night,  and  are,  therefore, 
more  fully  attended  than  they  would  otherwise  be. 


432  STATB  OF  &HODB  I8LAlf9. 


e 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

Mnnicipal  Ooyernment— Benevolent  Inatitntions.— Commerce  and  Manoitctares  of 
Providence.— SUtiatici  of  Manufacturea.— Shippioy.— State-Driaoo.— Popolation  of 
Providence,  White  and  Coloared.— Clasaee,  Profeationt,  Trades,  and  Portnita.— An- 
niversary of  **  Thanksgiving  Day"  in  New-£ngiand.— Religions  Servkea,  Festivity. 
—Public  Amosementa,  Theatre,  Balls. 

The  municipal  government  of  Providence  is  vested  in  a  mayor^ 
a  board  of  six  aldermen,  and  a  common  council  of  twenty-four 
members,  elected  from  six  wards.  The  town  was  not  incorporated 
98  a  city  until  October,  1831,  only  seven  ^^ears  am,  though  it  has 
long  been  the  second  town  for  size,  population,  and  wealth  m  New- 
England,  having  no  superior  in  these  respects  except  Boston. 

The  aged  and  infirm,  with  the  few  poor  that  are  found  in  the 
state,  are  comfortably  taken  care  of  m  an  establishment  called 
<*The  Dexter  Asylum,"  a  large  brick  building  of  170  feet  long, 
forty-five  feet  wide,  and  three  stories  in  height,  which  was  erected 
in  1828. 

The  commerce  and  manufactures  of  Providence  are  considerable, 
and  continually  on  the  increase,  the  city  having  local  advantages 
for  both  which  are  duly  appreciated  and  adequately  sustained,  and 
on  these  subjects  the  following  statistics  were  obtamed. 

There  are  four  cotton  factories,  three  worked  by  steam  and  one 
by  water  power,  and  these  employ  a  capital  of  about  500,000 
dollars.  They  contain  16,272  spindles  and  322  looms.  They  give 
employment  to  about  600  persons  in  the  factories,  and  about  1000 
in  various  ways  out  of  the  establishment,  and  expend  about  250,000 
dollars  annually  in  wages.  They  consume  about  700,000  lbs.  of 
cotton,  spin  about  dOOfiOO  lbs.  of  yam,  and  weave  about  2,000,000 
yards  of  cotton  cloth  in  the  year,  mostly  of  the  finest  qualities,  to 
the  estimated  value  of  about  500,000  dollars. 

There  are  also  three  extensive  bleacheries,  one  of  which  alone 
employs  a  capital  of  250,000  dollars,  and  gives  occupation  to 
about  300  persons,  at  the  annual  wages  of  75,000  dollars ;  and  the 
cloth  bleached  and  finished  at  these  establishments,  from  various 
.  parts  of  the  state,  sent  here  from  the  neighbourhood  for  that  pur^ 
pose,  amounts  to  about  5,000,000  lbs.,  or  nearly  20,000,000  of 
yards. 

There  are  eight  iron  foundries  and  ten  machine  manufactories, 
employed  chiefly  in  making  machinery  for  the  cotton  mills.  These 
employ  a  capital  of  about  400,000  doUars,  and  give  occupation  to 
between  six  and  700  persons.  They  work  up  annually  about  1500 
tons  of  iron  and  steel,  and  construct  machmeiy  to  the  value  of 
about  500,000  dollars  in  the  year. 
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In  addition  to  these  there  is  an  estabUshment  for  the  manufacture 
of  steam-engines,  one  for  steam-boilers  and  brass  foundries,  -with 
others  for  working  in  tin,  sheet-iron,  copper,  and  brass.  There  is 
also  a  manufactory  of  stoves,  stove-pipes,  and  ^ates  for  the  an- 
thradW  or  hard  coal,  which  is  the  produce  of  this  state,  and  used 
exclusively  here,  and  which  requires  stoves  of  a  peculiar  construc- 
tion to  burn  it  in.  Added  to  these  there  is  a  manufactory  of  files, 
which  are  made  here  quite  as  well  as  in  England,  though  not  id 
cheap. 

An  extensive  manufactory  of  combs  is  carried  on  here,  one 
house  alone  making  combs  to  the  value  of  12,000  dollars  a  year. 
Hiere  are  thirty  goldsmiths'  and  jewellers'  shops,  employing  a  cap- 
ital of  more  than  200,000  dollars,  occupying  about  500  persona, 
and  making  articles  in  their  departments  to  the  value  of  nearly 
400,000  dollars  a  year. 

A  factory  has  recently  been  established  for.  making  hats  out  of 
wool,  by  an  invention  that  has  received  a  patent,  and  its  operations 
are  rapidly  and  extensively  increasmg ;  there  is  another  for  makinff 
candle  and  lamp  wicks,  and  cotton  webbing,  a  manufactory  or 
sperm  oil,  another  of  linseed  oil,  a  mill  for  gnnding  dye-stu&,  and 
four  large  dyeing  houses. 

A  glass  manufactory  has  also  been  recently  established,  both  for 
the  making  and  cutttmg  of  flint  glass;  and  this,  which  has  now 
been  in  operation  about  seven  years,  already  employs  a  capital  of 
100,000  dollars,  ^ves  occupation  to  nearly  200  persons,  and  sends 
oat  goods  to  the  amount  of  at  least  200,000  dollars  per  annum. 

sit  is  said  that,  in  addition  to  these  and  many  other  smaller  manu- 
fiKtories  of  leather,  boots  and  shoes,  soap,  candles,  hats,  &c.,  car- 
ried on  within  the  city  of  Providence,  the  capitalists  of  the  towA 
have  upward  of  3,000,000  dollars  invested  in  cotton,  woollen,  and 
odier  manufactories  scattered  over  different  parts  of  tins  small  state, 
for  which  agencies  eidst  in  the  tow^n  itself. 

The  registered  shipping  of  Providence  amount  to  25,000  tons; 
there  are  eight  insurance  companies,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
800,000  dollars;  and  twenty  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
5,000,000 ;  while  the  canals,  railroads,  and  steamboats  passing  from 
this  city  to  other  parts  are  believed  to  have  invested  in  them  a 
camtal  of  20,000,000  dollars  more. 

The  State-prison  for  the  criminals  of  Rhode  Island  is  seated  on  a 
point  of  land  proiecting  into  the  cove  opposite  the  northern  part  ot 
the  city  of  Providence.  It  had  only  been  completed  within  the 
last  month,  and  cost  75,000  dollars.  Previous  to  the  erection  of 
this  prison,  the  criminals  were  confined  in  the  county  jails,  without 
work,  in  separate  apartments  or  several  together,  according  to  the 
accommodations  of  the  prison  or  the  convenience  of  the  jailer,  the 
only  separation  constantiy  maintained  being  that  of  the  criminab 
from  the  debtors. 
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Fortunately,  the  crinunals  are  very  few,  there  bdng  only  five  at 
present  in  confinementy  one  of  whom  is  for  murder,  and  the  others 
for  aggravated  stealing.  They  are  all  males,  four  being  white  and 
one  coloured  person.  The  murderer,  who  is  a  white  man,  is  con- 
fined for  life,  and  the  others  for  periods  of  from  one  to  thre^yeara 
The  murderer  was  an  intemperate  drinker,  and  two  of  the  others 
were  also  in  the  habit  of  b^g  intoxicated ;  but  all  of  them  could 
read  and  write. 

The  discipline  of  the  prison  is  after  the  Penns]^Ivania  system  of 
solitary  confinement,  as  practised  in  the  Penitentiary  of  Philadel- 
phia. The  prisoners  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with  regular  and 
constant  occupation,  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  warden,  as  it  re- 

Suires  a  special  examination  of  each  man's  capacities  to  ascertain 
le  kind  of  labour  best  suited  to  his  case ;  but,  though  they  have 
only  been  a  month  in  confinement  in  this  new  prison,  they  express 
a  strong  desire  for  employment,  and  evince  great  gratincation  at 
the  assurance  that  it  shall  be  furnished  them  r^ularly,  as  they 
have  been  within  the  last  ten  days  occasionally ;  some  of  them  hav- 
ing made  up  the  sheets  used  in  the  prison,  and  evinced  the  sinceri- 
ty  of  their  wishes  by  the  pains  which  they  took  about  the  work, 
and  the  neatness  of  its  execution. 

They  are  treated  with  great  kindness,  and  are  found  to  be  per- 
fectly docile  and  tractable,  as  far  as  can  be  known  from  their  ex- 
pressions and  deportment  yet  exhibited.  Free  intercourse  under 
the  license  of  the  inspector  (who  interposes  no  restrictions  not  ne- 
cessary to  safe  custody)  is  directed  by  law,  for  moral  and  religious 
instruction ;  and  public  religious  exercises  are  allowed  on  Sundays, 
in  the  corridor  of  the  prison,  care  being  taken  that  the  prisoners  do 
not  communicate  with  or  see  each  other.  The  law  also  requires 
that  each  cell  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Bible,  at  the  expense  of  the 
state,  and  that  one  hour  in  each  day  shall  be  allowed  to  the  pris- 
oners to  read  it.  They  have  also  been  furnished  with  tracts,  and 
it  is  the  wish  and  intention  of  the  warden  and  inspectors  to  adopt 
all  suitable  means  for  promoting  the  moral  reformation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  prisoners  under  their  charge. 

The  population  of  Providence  is  estimated  at  present  at  20,000 
persons.  Of  these  there  are  1000  coloured  people,  a  much  larger 
proportion  than  is  found  in  Boston ;  but  these  are  here,  as  every- 
where else  in  the  United  States,  a  subord'mate,  and,  to  some  extent, 
a  secluded  or  proscribed  race ;  as  even  in  the  city  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, founded  on  the  principle  of  "  entire  religious  freedom  in  re- 
ligious concernments,"  the  coloured  people  are  obliged  to  sit  in  a 
certain  part  of  the  gallery,  separated  from  the  whites,  m  every  place 
of  worship. 

Of  the  white  population,  the  great  majority  are  engaged  in  trade ; 
but  from  the  extensive  operations  of  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing establishments  of  Providence,  there  are,  perhaps,  more 


•    i 


tOCIJIBTT. — THANK80IVINO  BAT.  48S 

wealthy  men  here,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the  com- 
munity, than  in  any  other  city  of  the  Union.  There  are  also  many 
opulent  individuals  who  have  retired  altogether  from  any  active 
participation  in  business,  though  they  employ  their  capital  in  the 
▼aiious  establishments  of  banks,  insurance  offices,  and  manufactures 
in  the  state ;  but  their  families  live  like  the  leisure  class  in  the  old- 
er countries,  who  have  withdrawn  altogether  from  trade. 

Besides  these,  there  is  a  happy  admixture  of  learned  and  pro- 
fessional men,  in  the  heads  of  the  University,  the  judges,  senators, 
representatives,  and  members  of  the  legal  and  medical  professions, 
which,  from  its  being  the  seat  of  learning  and  of  legislation,  reside 
in  or  near  Providence,  and,  from  their  numbers  and  influence,  give 
an  elevated  tone  to  society,  and  a  ri^ht  direction  to  the  public  taste. 

The  result  of  this  is,  that  while  £ere  are  an  abundance  of  spa- 
cious and  elegant  mansions,  richly  and  tastefully  furnished,  their 
occupiers  are  not,  as  in  many  cities,  engaged  in  ostentatious  dis- 
plays of  their  wealth  by  costly  and  crowded  entertainments ;  but 
there  is  a  sobriety  ana  rationality  in  their  social  parties  which 
makes  them  peculiarly  agreeable.  The  hours  are  early,  the  re^ 
freshments  simple,  and  the  topics  of  conversation  inlell&tual ;  and 
while  their  hospitality  is  on  the  most  generous  scale,  it  is  deemed 
no  favour,  but  merely  the  performance  of  a  duty,  to  make  strangers 
feel  among  them  as  if  they  were  at  home.  We  passed  some  of 
our  afternoons  and  evenings  during  our  short  stay  here  in  circlet 
of  the  most  intelligent  and  agreeable  description ;  and  had  more 
hospitality  shown  towards  us  in  the  twelve  days  we  passed  in  Prov- 
idence than  during  all  the  many  weeks  we  were  in  Boston ;  such 
18  the  difference  between  places  so  near  each  other,  though  both 
are  large  cities,  and  each  the  capital  of  a  state. 

The  annual  Thanksgiving  Day,  which  was  fixed  for  the  2^  of 
November  in  most  of  the  New-England  States,  was  observed  during 
our  stay  in  Providence.  It  has  been  the  custom,  ever  since  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  to  set  apart  a  day  for  the  expresnon 
of  public  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  the  blessmg  enjoyed  by  the 
country,  and  the  period  chosen  is  usually  during  the  season  of  au- 
tumn. When  the  exact  date  is  fixed  by  the  governor  of  the  state, 
he  issues  his  proclamation,  recommending  the  general  observance 
of  the  day,  as  one  of  religious  expression  of  gratitude,  and  of  fesr 
tive  meeting  with  kindred  and  friends;  and  custoih  has  now  so 
long  sanctioned  this  observance,  that  its  return  is  looked  for  by  all 
classes,  but  especially  by  the  two  extremes  of  society,  the  very  old 
and  the  very  young,  who  enjoy  most  the  festive  character  of  the 
day  with  considerable  expectation  and  anxiety.  During  the  whole 
of  the  day  all  the  shops  were  closed,  and  business  was  universally 
suspended.  In  the  forenoon  public  worship  was  held  in  all  the 
churches,  and  a  sermon  appropriate  to  the  occasion  {)rcached  in 
each.    At  dinner,  all  the  members  of  the  several  families  met  at 
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the  festive  board,  and  the  tables  vfere  loaded  with  more  than  tbdr 
usual  weight ;  turkeys  of  the  largest  size,  hams  of  the  greatest 
weighty  and  pumpkin  pies  of  the  most  ample  dimenaons,  were  to 
be  seen  on  the  tables  of  the  poorest ;  and  even  the  rich,  who  fared 
fumptuously  every  day,  had  an  extra  dish  or  two  on  this.  The 
evening  was  variously  occupied ;  and  as  the  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment are  generally  thronged  at  the  close  of  this  day,  there  was  a 
benefit  at  the  theatre,  where  Miss  Shirreff  and  Mr.  Wilson  from 
England  performed,  with  several  stars  of  lesser  magnitude  from  the 
United  States ;  and  a  ^^  Thank^ving  Ball''  was  held  at  the  City 
Hotel,  where  we  resided,  the  announcement  of  which  is  sufficient- 
ly curious  to  be  given  entire. 

« 

"  TBANKsenriNo  Ball. — Messrs.  Seamans  and  Wyman  respectfully 
inform  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Providence,  that  they  will  give  a 
ball  at  the  City  Hotel  on  the  dOth  inst.  Dancing  to  commence  at  half 
past  six  o'clock.  Tickets  1  dollar,  to  be  had  at  bar.  Carriages  furnish- 
ed.    GaOanW  List  at  the  Bar.'' 

The  ^  Gallants'  list"  here  referred  to  was  that  of  the  gentlemen 
\rf  whom  ihe  ball  was  to  be  attended,  the  inspection  of  which 
mi^ht  probabto  lead  persons  to  determine  whether  they  would  go 
to  it  or  not  The  ball  was  very  full  and  very  animated,  and  daa- 
einff  was  kept  up  to  a  late  hour. 

U  was  on  this  evening  of  Thanksgiving  Day  that  the  friends  of 
temperance  in  Providence  thought  fit  to  hold  their  first  meetb^  in 
Dr.  Tucker's  church,  to  discuss  the  question,  ^  Is  it  ri^ht,  expedient, 
and  necessary  that  legislative  aid  should  be  sought  for  to  promote 
the  temperance  reform  ?"  at  which  meeting  I  was  especially  invi- 
ted, and  announced  to  take  a  prominent  part,  to  maintain  the  a& 
firmative  of  this  question  in  the  debate.  The  meeting  was  crowd- 
ed to  excess,  2000  being  the  estimate  of  some,  and  2500  of  others; 
and  many  were  unable  to  obtain  admission  for  want  of  room. 
This  discussion  was  attended  by  many  of  the  first  families  in  Prov- 
idence, as  well  as  by  many  persons  from  the  country,  who  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  day  of  leisure  to  come  in  several  miles  from  the 
surrounding  neighbourhood.  The  whole  was  animated  and  agree- 
able, firom  the  orderly  manner  in  which  the  debate  was  conducted, 
and  many  additional  friends  were  secured  by  it  for  the  temperance 
cause. 
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liMt  Vuitsnradein  Providence.— Green-street  School. — Character.— Address.— Bleach* 
ing  Establisbmeni. — Steam  Company's  Cotton- mill.— Average  Wages  of  Males  and 
Females  employed. — Absence  of  married  Women  from  Factories. — Superior  Condhioa 
and  Appearance  of  all  engaged.— Causes  of  this  suggested  and  explained.— Lotteriot 
for  aidmg  the  Funds  of  the  pubhc  Schools. — Fewness  of  Dramshops  and  Pawn- 
brokers. 

The  last  visits  I  made  in  Providence  were  to  the  Green-«treet 
School,  the  Bleaching  Establishment,  and  the  Steam  Company'9 
Cotton-mills,  with  all  of  which  I  was  highly  gratified. 

At  the  Green-street  School  we  found  a  beautifully  classic  and 
perfectly  commodious  building,  in  the  form  of  a  small  Doric  tem* 
pie,  exclusively  devoted  to  the  business  of  education,  and  in  which 
no  one  slept  or  resided.  The  surbasement,  or  ground-floor,  was 
appropriated  to  the  primary  school,  where  children  of  both  sexes, 
fh)m  four  to  seven  years,  were  taught  by  an  English  lady  perfectly 
well  qualified  for  the  task.  On  the  upper  and  principal  floor  were 
seated  about  100  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  from  seven  to  sixteen 
years  of  age,  occupying  separate  ranges  of  desks  on  each  side  of 
the  room.  The  hall  was  spacious,  lo^,  well-warmed,  and  yetsuf- 
ficiently  ventilated,  beautifully  carpeted,  and  resembling  a  draw- 
ing-room rather  than  a  school.  At  the  head  of  the  ball  was  a 
handsome  elevated  platform,  with  the  superintendent's  desk,  be* 
hind  which  was  a  small  but  well-selected  library  of  useful  and  en- 
tertaining books,  for  the  perusal  of  the  pupils  in  the  intervals  be- 
tween their  lessons.  Leading  ofl*  from  the  upper  end  of  the  hall 
were  two  private  parlours,  used  as  recitation  rooms,  to  which  the 
several  classes  retired  when  the;^  were  ready  to  ^o  through  their 
exercises  or  recitations  before  their  respective  teachers,  which  thqr 
were  thus  enabled  to  do  without  being  interrupted  themselves,  or 
without  their  intemipting  any  of  the  other  pupils  of  the  school. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  books  used,  seeing  the 
exercises  of  some  of  the  pupils,  and  reading  their  school  journals ; 
and  they  all  left  on  my  mind  a  very  favourable  impression  of  the 
system  of  education  pursued,  and  of  their  proficiency  under  it  The 
hours  of  attendance  were  from  nine  to  twelve,  and  from  three  to 
five ;  and  the  healthy  appearance  of  the  pupils  bore  evidence  to 
their  not  being  overtasked.  The  boys  were,  in  general,  more 
ruddy  than  we  had  observed  Aem  t6  be  in  Boston ;  and  the  gir)% 
though  all  of  them  more  delicate  in  their  figures,  and  generally  ci 
softer  and  more  beautiful  features  than  would  be  seen  among  the 
same  number  of  English  young  ladies  of  the  same  age,  had  yet  t 
greater  glow  of  healthiness  on  their  cheeksi  and  less  of  languor  in 
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their  eyes  ihan  we  had  remarked  at  the  other  institutioDS  for  fe- 
male education  which  we  had  visited  elsewhere.  At  the  urgent 
request  of  the  principal,  or  head  master  of  the  school,  Mr.  Fuller,  I 
delivered  a  short  address  to  the  pupils,  congratulating  them  on  the 
privileges  they  enjoyed,  and  urging  them  by  every  consideration  of 
regard  for  their  own  happiness  and  the  general  improvement  of 
mankind,  of  which  it  might  be  hoped  some  of  them  were  destined 
to  become  the  future  instruments,  to  avail  themselves  of  these  priv- 
ileges while  they  were  in  their  possession,  and  before  the  period  of 
youth  should  have  passed  away,  never  again  to  be  redeemed* 

In  our  visit  to  the  bleaching  establishment,  I  was  accompanied 
by  one  of  the  principal  proprietors,  and  shown,  unreservedly,  every 
part  The  build'mg  in  which  the  works  are  carried  on  is  of  great 
extent,  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  open  piece  of  water  called 
the  Cove,  which  lies  opposite  to  the  upper  or  north  end  of  Provi- 
dence. The  capital  invested  in  it  is  about  250,000  dollara,  and 
the  number  of  men  employed  exceeds  200.  Unbleached  cotton 
cloths  from  all  parts  of  the  state  are  sent  here  to  be  bleached. 
The  process  commences  with  putting  the  cloths  into  large  vats  fill- 
ed with  boiling  water,  and  the  proper  admixture  of  alkali  to  pro- 
duce the  whiteness  required.  The  cloths  are  afterward  washed  and 
rinsed  in  several  successive  waters  till  made  perfectly  pure  and 
bright;  they  are  then  dried  on  racks  exposed  to  currents  of  air, 
and  are  then  mangled  or  calendered  on  hot  metallic  rollers,  under 
great  pressure.  The  next  process  is  to  submit  them  to  an  operation 
called  ^'  beetling,"  under  which,  by  the  stamping  of  perpendicular 
pillars  on  the  surface  of  the  cloth,  it  is  made  to  appear  like  Irish 
linen.  The  piece  is  then  folded  into  its  proper  width,  and  the 
whole  placed  in  a  hydrostatic  press ;  after  which  it  is  done  up 
with  the  greatest  neatness  and  elegance  for  the  packages  in 
which  the  finished  work  is  returned  to  the  original  manufacturer. 

The  reputation  in  which  the  domestic  manufactures  of  Amer- 
ica are  held  all  along  the  coasts  of  South  America  and  in  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific,  for  their  great  strength  and  durability,  as 
compared  with  English  goods  of  the  same  class,  is  iust  like  the 
estimation  in  which  Indian  muslins,  calicoes,  and  chintses  were 
held  in  England  about  twenty  years  ago,  as  compared  with  Glas- 
gow and  Manchester  goods ;  and  both  were  well  founded,  because 
greater  labour  and  care  were  bestowed  on  their  fabrication,  and 
mey  were  consequently  stronger  and  more  lasting.  The  knowledge 
of  this  fact  has  mduced  some  British  manufacturers  to  have  thar 
calicoes  and  printed  cottons  done  up  with  all  the  external  appear- 
ance of  American  goods,  and  sold  as  such  in  the  ports  of  SoulJi 
America  and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  •  -fj^ 

It  is  now  about  ten  years  since  this  bleachery  was  established, 
and  previous  to  its  erection  the  expense  of  bleaching  cottons  used 
to  be  12  cents  per  lb.,  which,  by  the  improved  processes  used,  is  now 
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reduced  to  one  and  a  half  cent ;  and  the  profit  is  greater  upon  the 
smaller  rate  than  it  used  to  be  on  the  larger.  The  power  of  the 
steam-engine  by  which  the  works  are  carried  on  is  270  horses; 
the  wages  of  the  men  employed  range  from  one  to  two  dollars  per 
day,  and  the  boys  about  half  that  sum.  Their  whole  number  ez« 
ceeds  300;  but  no  females  are  employed  in  the  establishment 
The  appearance  of  order,  cleanliness,  and  comfort  which  reigned 
throughout  the  whole  was  very  striking,  and  greater,  I  think,  than 
would  be  found  in  any  similar  establishment  in  England. 

We  next  visited  the  steam  cotton*mills  recently  erected  by  a  com* 

rany  of  capitalists  here,  and  now  in  full  and  profitable  operation, 
had  seen  most  of  the  large  cotton-mills  in  Manchester,  Stockport, 
Ashton,  Oldham,  and  Preston,  as  well  as  in  Glasgow,  and  was  fa* 
miliar  with  all  the  processes  used  in  them ;  and  I  had  expected  to 
find  everything  in  the  American  mills  inferior  to  the  same  things  in 
the  English  ones,  merely  from  the  consideration  that  the  latter  had 
enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  long  establishment  and  ^reat  experi« 
ence,  while  the  former  were  of  comparatively  recent  origin.  I  was 
surprised,  however,  to  find  this  in  all  things  equal,  and  m  many  su- 
perior, to  any  similar  establishment  that  I  had  ever  visited  at  home. 

The  edifice  itself  is  a  massive-  red  brick  structure,  260  feet  in 
length  by  40  in  breadlh,  of  four  stories  high  above  the  s^round- 
floor,  and,  exclusive  of  the  attic,  the  whole  height  of  the  building  is 
about  60  feet,  with  two  square  towers  projecting  in  front  of  alx)ut 
100  feet  in  height  The  just  proportions  and  good  taste  observed 
in  the  architecture,  the  decorations  of  the  cornice  and  mouldmss  at 
the  roof,  the  lightness  and  finish  of  the  towers,  and  the  general  a»» . 
pect  of  the  whole,  made  it  look  more  like  some  public  building  for 
government-offices  than  a  cotton-mill,  and  caused  it  to  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city  instead  of  a  deformity,  as  most  of  the  large  milb 
are  in  Englandf. 

In  the  interior  we  were  conducted  over  every  floor  from  the  base 
to  the  attic,  and  saw  all  the  operations,  from  the  hoistmg  in  the  bakf 
of  raw  cotton,  to  the  last  finish  of  the  finest  threads,  as  well  as  the 
department  in  which  all  the  machinery  used  in  the  mill  was  made 
and  repaired ;  everything  appeared  to  us  to  be  in  the  highest  possi- 
ble order,  and  the  operations  to  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  skill 
and  attention.  In  the  several  rooms  in  which  the  people  were  at 
work,  more  attention  seemed  to  be  paid  to  cleanliness,  neatness,  and 
ornament  than  in  English  mills ;  while  the  persons  employed  were 
all  better  dressed,  and  evidently  in  a  condition  of  greater  comfort 
than  the  same  class  of  factory  operatives  in  England.  There  are 
■^  employed  in  the  whole  about  300  persons,  200  of  whom  are  men^ 
l^f     and  100  women,  with  very  few  boys. 

The  wages  of  die  smiths  employed  in  maldng  and  repjuring  the 
machinery  averagefi  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  day,  though  many  re- 
ceived two  dollan,  and  some  more.   The  qiinners  averaged  a  doDar 
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per  day,  and  the  overseers  a  dollar  and  a  half.  The  women,  whose 
ages  ranged  from  16  to  25,  earned  half  a  dollar  and  three  quarters  of 
a  dollar  per  day,  and  the  more  skilful  a  dollar.  There  were  very  few 
married  women  at  work,  as  it  is  thought  discreditable  to  the  husband 
that  his  wife  should  do  anything  but  look  after  his  domestic  ar- 
rangements, and  attend  to  her  children  and  her  home ;  so  that,  un- 
less a  husband  is  improvident,  or  unfortunate  through  ackness  or 
any  other  cause,  the  wife,  though  married  from  the  mill,  never  re- 
turns to  it  As  it  is  undoubtedly  very  desirable  that  all  wives 
should  be  left  free  from  any  other  labour,  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of 
their  own  homes,  and  render  them  comfortable  for  their  husbands 
and  children,  I  should  like  to  see  the  same  state  of  things  intro- 
duced into  England,  where  the  sight  of  father,  mother,  and  chil- 
dren of  the  same  family,  all  working  in  the  same  mill,  and  all  earn- 
ing scarcely  more  than  a  father  and  a  single  son  will  earn  here,  is 
a  sad  and  melancholy  sight,  since  it  seems  to  preclude  all  hope  of 
their  intellectual  improvement,  or  their  future  elevation  even  a  ^n- 
gle  step  beyond  their  present  condition. 

The  hours  of  work,  exclusive  of  meals,  are  ten  in  the  winter  and 
eleven  in  the  summer ;  and  as  there  are  no  very  young  children 
employed,  the  hours  are  uniformly  the  same  for  all  engaged. 
Among  the  young  girls  of  the  factory  the  ^eater  number  were  ex- , 
tremely  pretty,  some  were  really  beautiful,  and  all  were  as  well 
dressed  as  young  milliners  and  mantuamakers  in  England.  The 
greatest  respect  appeared  to  be  shown  to  them  by  their  employers, 
as  well  as  by  the  overseers  and  others  with  whom  they  had  occa- 
sion to  communicate ;  and  this  respect  was  the  better  secured  by 
the  females  all  working  together  in  certain  rooms,  and  the  males 
in  certain  others,  so  as  to  ensure  a  general  separation  of  the  two 
sexes  during  their  labours. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  condition  and  character  of  this 
class  of  operatives  in  America  is  greatly  superior  to  that  of  the 
same  class  in  Britain.  For  this  there  are  a  number  of  causes ;  one 
is,  that  the  tariff  of  protecting  duties  enables  the  manufacturer  to 
ive  better  wages,  and  yet  realize  larger  profits  than  are  made  in 
Ingland,  out  of  which  he  can  afford  to  bestow  many  ornaments 
and  comforts  which  a  more  limited  profit  would  oblige  him  to  cur- 
tail. Another  cause  is,  that  the  men  and  women  employed  in  the 
works  are  better  educated  while  children,  have  more  self-respect, 
are  more  temperate,  more  moral,  and,  consequently,  more  prudent 
One  of  the-prmcipal  manufacturers  told  me  that  it  was  custom- 
aiy  to  keep  an  open  running  account  with  each  individual  working 
\xi  the  mill,  some  being  paia  by  the  day,  and  others  by  the  piece ; 
and  that  they  never  drew  any  wages  in  advance,  but  always  left  a 
balance  to  accumulate,  so  that  at  the  .end  of  each  half  year,  when 
Ihey  came  to  a  settlement,  they  had  frequently  100  dollars  each  to 
pay  to  the  maleSi  and  sixty  and  seventy  doUara  to  pay  to  the  fe- 
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males,  as  the  arrears  of  wages  not  drawn  by  them.  This  they  in- 
▼ariably  invested  in  savings'  banks,  or  stocks  of  some  description, 
to  yield  them  interest ;  and  the  accumulation  of  two  or  three  years 
became  sufficient  to  buy  them  a  house;  another  year's  surplus 
would  furnish  it,  and  then  they  were  in  a  condition  to  marry. 
After  this  the  husband  would  continue  in  the  factory,  while  the 
wife  would  attend  to  her  household  affairs  at  home,  and  help  out 
her  husband's  wages  by  economy  in  the  purchase  and  making  of 
his  apparel,  and  occasional  needlework  for  others  as  well  as  for 
himself,  so  that  they  would  continue  to  advance  in  respectabili^ 
and  comfort  until  the  workman  should  become  a  master  on  a  small 
scale  himself.  Many,  who  are  now  rich  capitalists  in  Rhode  Island, 
have  risen  from  such  a  beginning  as  this. 

Among  the  very  few  things  that  I  saw  in  Providence  which  I 
could  wi^  not  to  have  seen,  was  a  lottery  office ;  so  fatal  a  snare 
for  the  passion  of  speculation  and  gambling,  and  by  the  temptations 
of  which  so  many  prudent  men  are  rendered  reckless  and  profligate. 
The  object  to  which  the  profits  of  the  lottery  were  to  be  devoted  was 
a  good  one,  being  to  increase  the  funds  for  supportinjg  the  public 
scnools ;  but  even  the  excellence  of  the  end  for  which  the  funds 
were  to  be  raised  could  not  reconcile  me  to. such  objectionable 
means  as  that  of  tempting  men  to  adventure  in  so  uncertain  and 
gambling  a  transaction  as  purchasing  a  ticket  in  a  lottery. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  was  much  pleased  at  the  fewness  of  spirit- 
shops,  of  which  I  did  not  see  half  a  dozen  during  the  course  of  all 
my  walks  through  the  city,  and  not  a  single  drunken  person  through 
all  the  time  of  our  stay.  We  saw  only  one  pawnbroker's  shop, 
another  excellent  symptom,  for  their  abundance  is  another  sure  indi- 
cation of  the  improvidence  and  the  intemperance  of  the  population 
by  which  they  are  required. 

The  people  of  Providence  generally  appeared  to  us  more  robust, 
ruddy,  and  healthy  than  those  of  Boston  or  New-York ;  the  dry- 
ness of  the  sandy  and  gravelly  soil,  the  excellence  of  the  water 
for  drinking,  and  the  sheltered  state  of  the  town  from  bleak  easterly 
winds,  may  all  contribute  to  this ;  for  the  climate  is  more  soft  and 
more  mild  than  it  is  in  New-England  generally,  and  neither  the 
heats  of  summer  nor  the  colds  of  winter  are  felt  in  such  extremes 
at  Providence  as  they  are  in  the  other  cities  of  the  North.  The 
temperate  habits  of  the  people  generally  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  at  the  City  Hotel,  where  we  resided,  there  were  not  more 
than  two  persons  out  of  fifty  at  the  dinner-table  who  took  wine, 
and  these  were  strangers  passing  through  the  city  and  stopping  at 
the  hotel  for  a  day ;  while  at  the  Tremont  House  in  Boston,  where 
about  the  same  number  of  persons  dined  at  what  is  called  the 
ladies'  table,  and  where  gentlemen  (but  only  those  who  are  accom- 

Eanied  by  ladies)  sit,  as  gentlemen  who  are  unaccompanied  by 
idies  dine  in  a  separate  room,  there  were  often  from  twenty  to 
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thirty  decanters  of  wine  seen  on  the  table ;  and  those  who  did  not 
partake  always  formed  a  small  minority.  Even  in  the  boarding- 
house  at  Boston,  to  which  we  removed  from  the  Tremont,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  gentlemen,  and  several  of  the  ladies,  drank  wine  reg- 
Nilarly  at  dinner,  but  in  the  hotel  at  Providence  it  was  a  rare  oc- 
currence to  see  this  done  by  any,  and  these  were  generally  passen- 

Among  the  few  peculiarities  that  I  noticed  was  that  of  knockers 
being  used  at  the  doors  as  well  as  bells,  whereas  at  Boston  the 
latter  only  are  used ;  at  least  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  many 
at  the  dwelling-houses  of  that  city,  while  at  Providence  they  are 
seen  as  abundantly  as  in  England,  being  affixed  to  almost  eveiy 
door. 

In  the  carts  and  wagons  used  for  heavy  burdens,  oxen  were 
much  more  freauently  used  than  horses,  and  economy  was  assigned 
as  the  reason  of  this :  the  number  of  oxen  thus  employed  was  con- 
siderable ;  but  in  the  stage-coaches  and  other  public  conveyances 
for  passengers  horses  alone  are  employed. 


CHAPTER  XLVn. 

Departare  from  Providence. — ^Toucbat  Bristol.— Land  at  Fall  River.—Joamey  to  New- 
Bedford  .—Religious  Services  a(  New-Bedford  during  our  Stay.— Rev.  Mr.  Holmes** 
Account  of  the  Regions  of  the  West.— Rev.  Mr.  Bent's  farewell  Address  to  his  Coo- 
gregation.— Public  Meeting  at  New- Bedford  for  a  Sailor's  Home. — Visit  to  the  Bethp 
el  Church.— Clothing  Store  for  Seamen. — Reading-room  and  Museum  of  Curiositiec. 
Tablet  to  an  English  Seaman  raised  by  Americans. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  8th  of  December,  we  left  Prov- 
idence by  the  steamboat  called  "  The  King  Philip"  for  New-Bed- 
ford, to  which  I  had  been  invited  to  deliver  my  lectures.  We  met  at 
the  wharf  a  number  of  our  Providence  friends,  assembled  to  take  a 
last  parting  shake  of  the  hand,  and  to  wish  us  an  agreeable  trip  and 
safe  and  speedy  return,  which  we  promised  to  make,  if  possible,  in 
the  ensuing  summer ;  and  at  ten  o'clock  we  left  the  City  wharf. 

Our  passage  down  the  Narraganset  Bay  to  the  southward  was 
agreeable,  though  there  was  nothing  of  particular  interest  to  en- 
gage our  attention  t'dl  we  rounded  the  point  which  opened  the  bay 
and  town  of  Bristol,  where  we  landed  some  passengers,  and  took 
in  others  for  New-Bedford.  The  appearance  of  Bristol  from  the 
sea  is  pleasing,  and  the  active  bustle  on  its  wharves  indicated  con- 
siderable traffic  and  communication.  Several  fine  ships  of  between 
300  and  400  tons  burden  were  taking  in  and  discharging  cargoes ; 
many  warehouses  and  manufactories  were  spread  along  the  edge 
of  the  town,  and  several  handsome  churches — among  othen^  one 
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of  Gofhic  structure,  which  is  called  ^^  The  English  Church/'  being 
Episcopalian— shot  up  their  square  tovrers  and  taller  spires  from 
among  the  ordinary  dwellings,  the  number  of  which  is  about  500, 
and  the  population  from  1500  to  2000.  The  great  depth  of  water, 
and  easy  access  for  ships  of  the  largest  burden,  offer  peculiar  ad- 
vantages to  Bristol ;  and  these  are  still  farther  increased  by  the  re- 
cent discovery  of  a  large  bed  of  anthracite  coal,  which  is  exten- 
ahrely  used  in  all  the  dwellings,  as  well  as  manufactories  of  the 
state. 

From  Bristol,  which  we  reached  in  about  two  hours  after  leaving 
Providence,  we  proceeded  on  by  water  for  another  hour,  when  we 
arrived  at  the  head  of  another  small  inlet  or  creek,  at  the  much 
larger  town  called  Fall  River,  from  a  stream  in  the  vicinity  which 
has  several  falls,  and  thereby  furnishes  an  extensive  water-power 
for  the  various  manufactories  established  here.  The  appearance  of 
this  town  is  not  so  prepossessing  as  that  of  Bristol,  though  it  con- 
tains from  8000  to  10,000  inhabitants.  It  is,  however,  of  compara- 
tively recent  origin,  is  built  with  less  regularity  than  American 
towns  in  general,  and  is  almost  wholly  occupied  by  a  manufactu- 
ring popiuation.  Several  large  ships  were  lying  here  also,  and 
one,  a  Bost^  ship  of  400  tons,  was  beating  out  of  the  bay  as  we 
entered,  hamg  just  landed  a  cargo  of  iron,  direct  from  Russia,  for 
the  use  of  the  manufactories  here. 

We  landed  at  Fall  River,  and  there  we  took  an  extra-coach  to 
New-Bedford,  the  distance  to  which  was  only  12  miles.  The  road 
was  rocky  and  sandy,  generally  level,  and  not  fertile  at  any  time, 
hut,  seen  in  its  winter  dress,  with  snow  on  the  ground,  was  more 
than  usually  drearv.  We  reached  New-Bedford  in  about  two  hours 
and  a  hal^  and  tound  a^eeable  quarters  provided  for  us  at  the 
Mansion  HoMse  by  the  friends  who  had  invited  us  here. 

We  remained  in  New-Bedford  about  a  fortnight,  and  passed  our 
time  most  agreeably.  My  course  of  lectures  on  Egypt  was  deliv- 
ered on  the  evenings  of  each  week  b  the  old  Congregational  Church, 
and  attended  by  audiences  increasing  from  about  400  at  the  com- 
mencement to  more  than  600  at  the  close.  This  occupation,  as 
usual,  brought  us  speedily  acquainted  with  the  most  intelligent  and 
influential  families  of  the  town,  from  whom  we  received  so  much 
attention,  that  every  evening  not  occupied  by  the  lecture  was 
passed  in  a  large  party ;  and  frequently,  on  the  days  the  lectures 
were  delivered,  we  dined  with  one  family,  drank  tea  with  a  second, 
and  took  some  light  refreshment  with  a  third,  after  the  lecture  was 
over. 

Among  the  religious  services  that  we  attended  while  in  New- 
Bedford  were  two  that  interested  us  very  deeply.  The  first  was  a 
sermon  preached  bv  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  who  had  recently  re- 
turned from  a  tour  through  the  western  regions  of  the  United  States, 
made  'm  connexion  with  the  promotion  of  rdigious  objects ;  and  as 
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he  had  acqmred  considerable  information  as  to  the  state  of  societj 
in  the  ereat  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  the  bordering  states  c{ 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Indiana,  and  Tennessee,  he  made  this  in- 
formation the  subject  of  an  address  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath 
to  his  own  congregation  and  such  other  person  as  chose  to  attend* 
The  account  which  he  gave  in  this  discourse  of  the  capacity,  fertil- 
itjr,  and  abundance  of  these  vast  and  teeming  re^ons,  was  stri« 
kmgly  impressive  and  full  of  grandeur ;  but  the  picture  which  he 
presented  of  the  state  of  society  there  was  painful  in  the  extreme  ; 
and  the  cupidity,  recklessness,  intemperance,  and  profligacy  of  the 
mass,  as  he  portrayed  them,  excited  the  deepest  sorrow  and  regret 
that  such  beautiful  regions  should  be  peopled  by  so  unpromisbg  a 
class. 

The  other  service  that  interested  us  deeply,  but  in  another  way, 
was  the  farewell  sermon  of  a  young;  Episcopalian  clergyman,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  who  took  leave  of  his  congregation  previous  to  his 
departing  for  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  received  a  call  to  a  lar- 
ger church  and  more  extensive  charge.  Of  the  sects  here,  the  Bap- 
tists are  the  most  numerous,  the  Unitarians  the  most  wealthy,  and 
the  Episcopalians  the  fewest  of  all.  The  number  who  be^m  the 
first  congregation  of  Episcopalians  within  the  town  was  only  five, 
about  five  years  ago,  and  they  then  met  in  a  small  room.  Having 
augmented  their  number  to  about  thirty,  they  thought  that  the  build- 
ing a  suitable  church,  and  engaging  a  popular  clergyman,  might 
still  farther  augment  their  numbers,  and  this  they  resolved  to  do* 
The  church  was  erected,  and,  though  built  of  wood,  so  far  exceed- 
ed their  means  as  to  involve  them  in  debt  The  clergyman  was 
procured ;  and  if  learning,  eloquence,  and  zeal  in  the  (Sscharge  of 
his  public  duties,  and  humility,  gentleness,  and  courtesy  in  his  pri- 
vate relations,  could  have  attracted  a  congregation,  the  gentleman 
they  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain,  Mr.  Bent,  would  have  ac- 
complished it  At  the  end  of  five  years,  during  which  he  had  en- 
deared himself,  not  only  to  his  own  flock,  but  to  the  whole  town, 
bv  the  readiness  with  which  he  took  a  part  in  almost  every  benev- 
olent work,  his  communicants  did  not  exceed  fifty,  with  very  little 
prospect  of  increase ;  and  his  talents  and  character  having  obtain- 
ed for  him  a  reputation  that  had  passed  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
own  immediate  sphere,  he  had  received  an  invitation  to  take  charge 
of  an  Episcopal  church  in  Philadelphia,  which  his  sense  of  duty  had 
induced  him  to  accept. 

We  attended  his  farewell  discourse  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday, 
the  16th  of  December,  having  heard  Mr.  Holmes  on  the  preceding 
Sabbath ;  and  though,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  9th,  when  we  at- 
tended Mr.  Bent  for  the  first  time,  there  were  not  more  than  60 
persons  present,  the  congregation  attracted  by  his  farewell  dis- 
course amounted  to  nearly  400.  The  sermon  was  appropriate  and 
beautiful    The  text  was  from  the  First  General  Epistle  of  P^er : 
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"  For  all  flesh  is  as  grass,  and  all  the  glory  of  man  as  fhe  flower 
of  grass.  The  grass  withereth,  and  the  flower  thereof  fadeth 
away ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  endureth  forever.  And  this  is 
the  word  which  by  the  Gospel  is  preached  unto  you."  The  dis- 
course on  this  text  aimed  to  show  that  everything  was  in  a  state 
of  change  and  decay :  brute  matter  and  animal  life,  passing  from 
one  stage  into  another,  and  all  around  us  in  perpetual  mutation; 
but  that,  amid  all  this  change,  the  Gospel  remamed  permanent  and 
enduring  to  the  end.  Though,  in  the  course  of  events,  the  minis- 
ter was  now  called  from  his  nock,  and  possibly  might  be  gathered 
io  his  fathers,  and  they  to  theirs,  before  they  should  meet  again, 
yet  he  left  behind  him  that  Gospel  which  he  had  preached,  and 
which  others  would  come  to  preach  after  him,  untouched  by  any 
of  those  changes  which  affect  all  other  things. 

The  matter  and  the  manner  of  all  this  W2is  so  beautiful,  so  de- 
vout, so  tender,  and  so  affectionate,  that  out  of  the  400  persons 
present,  there  was  scarcely  a  countenance  which  was  not  marked 
by  the  expression  of  the  deepest  sympathy  and  concern ;  while 
many  eyes  were  suffused  with  tears,  and  some  of  his  more  attach- 
ed communicants  shed  them  fireeJy  and  copiously.  The  services 
closed  by  a.  farewell  hymn,  written  by  himself,  copies  of  which 
were  placed  in  the  pews ;  and  every  voice,  though  many  were  in 
a  state  of  tremulation  through  excess  of  feeling,  appeared  to  join 
in  the  solemn  strain  in  whicn  it  was  sung.  It  was  altogether  die 
most  affecting  religious  service  that  I  had  yet  attended  in  the  coun- 
try, and  made  me  shsre  the  common  regret  that  such  a  pastor  and 
such  a  flock  should  be  separated.* 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  Sabbath  a  large  public  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Baptist  Church,  the  largest  edifice  in  New-Bedford, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  appeal  to  its  inhabitants  in  favour 
of  establishmg  a  **  Sailors'  Home,"  as  at  New-York,  Boston,  and 
elsewhere,  in  viiich  the  seamen  arriving  at  this  port  might  find  all 
^e  advantage  of  a  quiet  and  comfortable  boardmg-house,  with- 
out the  temptations  to  which  they  are  hourly  subject  in  their  usual 
haunts^  frcm  being  constantly  phed  by  interested  parties  with  in- 
toxicating drinks.  As  the  interest  which  I  had  ever  taken  in  the 
cause  ot  elevating  the  condition,  improving  the  character,  and  add- 
ing to  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  seamen  as  a  class,  both  in 
Eni^land  and  America,  was  well  known  here,  the  meeting,  which 
haa  been  some  time  contemplated,  was  purposely  deferred  till  my 
arrival,  and  I  was  specially  mvited  to  attend  and  take  a  part  in  its 
proceedings,  which  I  cheerfully  did. 

The  meeting  began  to  assemble  about  six  o'c^k,  and  the  church 
was  soon  crowded  in  every  part,  about  1500  persons  finding  ad- 
mittance, and  many  being  obliged  to  go  away  for  want  of  room. 
The  galleries  were  filled  with  a  large  body  of  seamen,  all  dean 

•  k  copj  of  the  pwtiiM  hymn  will  be  foood  k  the  Appendix,  No.  XIL 

83 


446  8TATB  OF  MASSACHUaETTI. 

and  in  th^ir  neatest  trim,  which,  as  they  were  alviost  all  uniformly 
dressed  in  blue  jackets,  waistcoats,  and  trousers,  with  white  shirti 
and  black  silk  cravats,  and  behaved  with  the  greatest  decorum, 
had  a  fine  and  characteristic  effect  in  its  mere  aspect,  and  undoubt* 
edly  assisted  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  meeting  in  behalf  of 
their  race. 

The  proceedmgs  of  the  evening  were  opened  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Moggridge,  the  pastor  of  the  church,  with  prayer.  The  chairman, 
Samuel  Hodman,  Esq.,  a  Quaker  of  opulence  in  the  town,  and 
president  of  the  New-Bedford  Port  Society,  then  explained  the  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting,  and  invited  general  attention  to  the  statements 
which  would  follow.  After  this  the  report  of  the  last  year's  pro- 
ceedings was  i^ad,  and  the  first  resolutions  were  moved  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  each  of  whom  made 
venr  feeling  and  appropriate  addresses  in  support  of  them. 

1  was  next  introduced  to  the  audience,  and  occupied  the  remain- 
der of  the  evening,  speaking  for  about  two  hours,  and  embradng 
a  general  view  of  the  whole  subject,  setting  forth  the  grounds  on 
which  seamen,  as  a  class,  had  powerful  claims  on  the  rest  of  the 
community,  who  were  all  more  or  less  benefited  by  their  toils  and 
labours,  in  the  extension  of  geographical  discovery,  the  spread  of 
commerce,  and  the  promotion  of  civiUzation ;  and  whose  peculiar 
disadvantages  and  privations,  and  the  spedal  dangers  by  which 
Itey  were  surrounSed,  in  the  shape  of  every  conceivable  tempta- 
tion that  assailed  them  when  they  came  on  shore,  strengthened 
those  claims  on  the  other  portions  of  the  community  for  aid  and 
protection,  to  save  them  from  the  dangers  which  the  land  rather 
than  the  sea  presented  to  them. 

I  recommended  the  establishment  at  New-Bedford  of  a  "  Sailors' 
Home,"  on  the  plan  of  an  improved  boardiog<-house,  with  every 
domestic  comfort  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  with  auxiliary  amusements 
of  an  innocent  and  instructive  kmd,  but  free  from  the  contamina- 
tion of  intoxicating  drinks.  The  mode  by  which  tUs  could  easily 
be  accomplished,  by  a  very  light  tonnage-duty  on  t\ie  ships  de- 
voted specially  to  this  end,  was  clearly  shown ;  the  success  of  simi- 
lar undertakings  in  other  places  proved;  and  the  ber^efits  that 
would  result  from  all  this,  m  a  pecuniary  and  economical  |K>int  of 
view,  as  well  as  in  the  higher  objects  of  humanity,  moralitj,  and 
religion,  were  enlarged  upon  at  length.  The  result  of  the  whole 
was  the  unanimous  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  set  about  buildii^; 
and  establishing  the  '^  Sailors'  Home"  proposed,  vidthout  delay, 
and  procuring  the  funds  for  it  after  the  manner  suggested. 

The  meeting  w^  altogether  interesting  and  impressive,  and  the 
feelmg  awakened  was  strong  and  enthusiastic ;  so  that  a  Uberal 
collection  was  made  on  the  spot  to  assist  the  funds  required  for 
carrying  forward  the  proposed  object,  and  many  names  were  col- 
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lected  also  as  friends  to  the  undertaking,  who  thus  pledged  them« 
•elves  to  future  exertions  in  its  behalf. 

During  our  stay  in  New-Bedford  I  went  to  visit  the  Bethel 
Cfaapely  which  has  been  already  erected  for  the  religious  SKvices 
of  the  seamen ;  and  m  company  with  Mr.  Francis  Alden,  at  whose 
invitation  I  had  come  to  New-Bedford  to  deliver  my  lectures^  and 
Mr.  Enoch  Mudge,  the  chaplain  of  the  Bethel,  we  inspected  Ae 
clothing-<store,  reading-room,  and  museum  attached  to  the  estab- 
lishment The  first  of  these  originated  with  the  ladies  of  New- 
Bedford,  who  wished  to  provide  apparel  for  sick  seamen  and  their 
families  when  in  need.  This  led  to  its  enlargement,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  sailors  generally  with  oumts;  and  the  wives, 
aau^hters,  and  widows  of  seamen  are  employed  in  making  them, 
receiving  good  wages  for  their  labour,  and  constant  employment, 
while  the  seamen  are  furnished  with  better  clothing  and  at  cheaper 
prices  than  from  the  common  stores. 

In  the  reading-room  are  books,  papers,  and  journals  of  various 
kinds ;  and  here  is  kept  a  register,  in  which  the  name  of  every 
seaman  of  the  port,  as  far  as  it  can  be  obtained,  is  entered,  with 
his  place  of  birtn,  age,  and  other  particulars,  and  an  entry  made  in 
a  separate  column  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  persons  to  whom, 
in  the  event  of  his  death,  he  wishes  a  communication  to  be  made, 
and  to  whom  he  desires  any  property  he  may  leave  to  be  trans- 
mitted ;  an  arrangement  that  is  attended  with  the  host  efifectSy  md 
worthy  of  general  adoption. 

In  the  museum  are  a  great  variety  of  natural  productions  and 
curiosities,  gathered  chiefly  in  the  whaling  voyajges,  from  the  vari- 
ous continents  and  islands  visited  in  their  track,  including  many  of 
tiie  dresses,  warlike  weapons,  and  even  idols,  o^the  islanders  oi  the 
South  Sea,  with  shells,  minerals,  birds,  fishes,  reptiles,  and  other 
curiosities  of  nature  and  art 

I  was  much  pleased  to  find  in  the  Bethel  Chapel  many  tablets  of 
marble  set  up  by  the  seamen,  in  token  of  their  affection  for  shif^ 
mates  lost  at  sea ;  and  I  was  still  more  pleased  to  find  that  the  fint 
instance  of  this  kind  was  one  in  which  a  youn^  Englishman,  John 
Glover,  of  London,  who  was  the  only  one  of  his  nation  among  the 
whole  crew,  had  been  lost  overboard  at  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
from  the  ship  China,  on  the  27th  of  January,  1835.  On  the  retura 
of  the  ship  to  port,  afler  an  interval  of  many  months,  his  American 
shipmates  subscribed  to  procure  a  marble  tablet, to  be  setup  in  the 
Bethel  Church  to  his  memory,  and  had  a  funeral  discourse  pro- 
nounced on  the  occasion  of  its  being  placed  there,  at  which  all  the 
sailors  then  in  port,  as  well  as  the  ladies  of  the  Port  Society,  and 
many  of  the  pnncipal  families  of  the  town,  attended.  In  a  subse- 
quent instance,  when  a  young  English  seaman,  belonging  to  the 
revenue  schooner  of  the  port,  died,  the  American  commands  tnd 
crew  bad  a  handsome  marble  tablet  set  up  in  the  Bethel  Church  to 
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his  memory,  and  these  examples  have  now  become  of  general 
adoption.  Such  acts  as  these  are  agreeable  to  record,  and  worthy 
of  recommendation  for  general  imitation.* 

Our  stay  at  New-Bedford,  though  short,  was  full  of  pleasure ; 
and  we  experienced  more  friendly  attentions,  and  found  ourselves 
SQtpre  completely  at  home,  in  the  agreeable  and  hospitable  society 
citits  inhabitants,  than  we  had  yet  done  since  landing  in  America, 
much  as  we  had  before  experienced  of  all  this  in  many  oi  the  cities 
and  towns  of  the  Union. 


CHAPTER  XLVIL 

PUq  ud  Appeannoe  of  the  Town.— Public  and  priTata  Boildiagf.— Popalatkn  and 
Clasaei.— Maritime  Character  and  Connezioos  of  the  Inhabitanta.— Anecdote  of 
New-Bedford  Sailor^boys  in  the  Persian  Gulf.— Domestic  Manners,  Characteristics, 
and  Canses.— Kindness  and  Hospiulityezperienced.— Skill  in  removing  Houses  from 
their  oruinal  Positioos.— Visit  to  the  Village  and  Port  of  Matapoissett — Extanaiv* 
Ship-bnikUng  carried  on  there.— Manufacture  of  Salt  from  the  Sea- water.— Viait  to 
the  ReT.  Dr.  Robbins.— Description  of  his  curioos  and  Taloable  Library.— Township 
of  Rochester.— Use  of  the  word  '*  Town."— Americanisms  geneimlly  old  Eogiiali 
Phrases.— Journey  from  New-Bedford  to  Plymouth. 

XnE  town  of  New-Bedford  is  one  of  the  prettiest  that  we  had 
yet^-seen  in  the  United  States.  Its  beautiful  and  advantageous  po- 
sity)n,  the  regularity  of  its  plan,  the  ^ood  taste  of  its  public  buud« 
infli,  and  the  ample  size  and  substantiality  of  its  private  mansions, 
all  combine  to  give  it  an  air  of  opulence  and  comfort  which  must 
strike  every  stranger  who  visits  it. 

New-Bedford  lies  on  the  western  bank  of  the  River  Acushnett, 
which  first  flows  into  the  inlet  or  arm  of  the  sea  that  here  receives 
its  waters,  and  then  discharges  itself  into  Buzzard's  Bay.  The 
town  of  Fairhaven  occupies  the  eastern  bank  of  the  same  river, 
the  two  places  being  connected  by  a  long  bridge  restin?  on  piles, 
and  crossing  two  or  three  small  islands  in  its  course.  The  breadth 
of  the  stream  from  town  to  town  is  little  short  of  a  mile.  New- 
Bedford  rises  gradually  from  the  river's  bank,  over  the  side  of  the 
eastern  hill,  at  an  easy  angle  of  ascent,  till  its  houses  reach  the 
upper  edge  or  ridge,  which  is  about  one  hundred  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  is  distant  from  the  water's  edge  about  half  a 
mile.  This  constitutes  the  breadth  of  the  town,  while  its  length 
along  the  sea-border,  from  its  northern  to  its  southern  extreme,  is 
little  short  of  two  miles.  The  streets  are  laid  out  with  great  re^ 
larity,  the  longitudinal  streets  running  north  and  south,  paraUel 
with  the  line  of  the  river,  and  the  lateral  streets  running  east  and 

*  Copies  of  two  tableU  of  this  description,  one  to  an  English,  and  one  to  an  Aweriran 
•taman,  are  gtren  in  the  Appendix,  No,  Xlll. 
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west,  from  the  upper  ridge  to  the  stream ;  so  that,  on  ridmg  along 
this  ridge,  and  looking  downward  to  the  east,  every  new  street 
passed  by  presents  a  new  and  unobstructed  opening  to  the  water. 

The  streets  are  in  general  from  60  to  80  feet  m  breadtii,  and 
many  of  them  are  lined  on  each  side  with  trees.  The  business  part 
of  the  town,  near  the  water  and  the  wharves,  is  the  least  beautiful, 
as  might  be  expected,  from  the  counting-houses,  stores,  shops,  and 
warehouses  that  abound  there ;  but  the  upper  part  of  the  town  con- 
tains  many  noble  mansions,  as  large,  as  elegant,  and  constructed  in 
as  good  taste  as  any  in  the  country.  They  reminded  us  very  for* 
cibl^  of  some  of  the  beautiful  buildings  of  Canandaigua,  in  the  State 
of  l!iew*York,  being,  like  them,  of  the  purest  style  of  architecture, 
and  like  them,  too,  surrounded  with  beautiful  grounds,  shrubberies, 
and  gardens ;  while,  instead  of  the  lake,  they  have  the  more  varied 
and  more  extended  prospect  of  the  river  that  flows  before  the  town 
in  the  east,  and  the  wide  expanse  of  the  blue  sea  to  the  south. 

Among  the  public  buildings  is  an  excellent  custom-house  and 
postoffice  in  one,  built  of  Massachusetts  granite,  with  a  fine  Dorio 
portico ;  a  new  market-house  and  town-hall,  now  erecting,  of  gran- 
ite also,  with  Doric  portico,  100  feet  by  70 ;  a  commodious  court- 
house, of  brick,  with  an  Ionic  portico.  There  are  no  less  than  14 
churches,  though  the  population  is  not  more  than  12,000,  many  of 
which  are  ele^nt  structures,  particularly  a  new  Unitarian  Church, 
built  of  granite,  m  the  Saxon-Gothic  style,  with  massive  scmre 
tower  and  turrets;  and  a  new  Baptist  Church,  with  a  fine  lonio 
portico  and  tower  of  the  most  graceful  proportions.  Besides  these, 
there  are  several  banks  and  an  academy ;  while  many  of  the  fHri* 
vate  dwellings  are  so  highly  ornamental,  and  some  of  them  even 
80  imposing,  as  works  of  art,  that  they  would  do  honour  to  any 
cityof  the  Old  World  as  well  as  of  the  New. 

The  population  of  New-Bedford  is  estimated  at  12,000  persons, 
and  it  is  believed  that  there  are  among  them  a  greater  number  of 
wealthy  families  than  in  any  town  of  the  same  population  in  the 
country,  their  wealth  having  been  wholly  accumulated  by  trade. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  opulent  class  here  are  Quakers ;  but, 
with  the  exception  of  these,  nearly  every  other  person  of  wealth 
began  his  career  as  a  shipboy  at  sea,  and  passed  up,  through  the 
various  gradations  of  seaman,  officer,  and  commander,  and  then  re- 
tired to  place  his  capital  out  to  profitable  use,  and  live  compara- 
tively at  ease. 

New-Bedford  has  furnished  more  captains  to  the  regular  lines  of 
packet-ships  between  New-York  and  London,  and  New-York  and 
Liverpool,  than  any  other  town  on  the  coast  One  of  the  oldest 
veterans  of  this  service.  Captain  Crooker,  is  now  living  at  New-r 
Bedford,  a  fine,  robust,  and  healthy  old  sailor,  active  and  vigorous 
at  85 ;  and,  after  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  between  Eagkiid 
and  America  more  than  200  times,  and  occupied  the  post  of  eoniv 
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modore,  or  oldest  commander  in  the  service,  for  many  years,  he  ia 
now  the  president  of  an  insurance  office,  and  universally  beloved 
and  respected. 

AmoDff  the  many  minor  circumstances  which  rendered  my  visit 
to  New-Sedford  particularly  agreeable,  was  a  fact  of  which  I  had 
wholly  lost  the  recollection,  but  which  others  had  kindly  remem- 
bered to  my  advantage.  Of  the  captains  furnished  by  New-Bed- 
ford to  the  New-York  packets,  there  were  four,  who,  as  long  aeo 
as  the  year  1817,  sailed  from  this  port  as  boys  in  a  ship  called  mt 
Leonidas,  commanded  by  Captain  Job  Stevens,  to  the  Persian  Gulf. 
At  that  period  I  was  myself  sailing  in  that  sea,  in  command  of  the 
*^  Humayoon  Shah,"  or  the  ^'  Magnificent  Monarch,"  a  fine  frigate 
in  the  service  of  the  Arab  prince,  the  Imaum  of  Muscat;  and  these 
four  youths  rowed  their  commander  alongside  the  frigate,  in  a  visit 
which  he  paid  to  me  in  the  Persian  Gul£  Bein^  mi^  struck  with 
their  mteresting  appearance — ^for  they  were  all  sons  of  captains, 
and  destined  to  become  captains  themselves,  though  they  pulled 
the  oars  of  the  jolly-boat,  as  is  usual  with  all  the  boys  who  are  in- 
tended to  be  made  thorough  seamen  of  in  this  country — ^I  invited 
them  on  board,  and  bade  the  steward  give  them  refitments;  a 
favour  which  was  so  well  remembered  as  to  be  talked  x)f  on  their 
return  home,  and  to  be  made  the  subject  of  universal  comment  and 
praise  in  New-Bedford,  as  soon  as  my  intended  visit  to  it  was  made 
known.  I  regretted  to  learn  that  all  these  four  captains,  whose 
names  were  Huddlestone,  Stevens,  Swift,  and  Stoddart,  were  now 
at  sea ;  but  their  relatives  and  friends  here,  to  whom  they  had  told 
this  anecdote,  had  treasured  it  up  for  my  arrival ;  and  before  I  was 
in  New-Bedford  a  week,  I  heard  it  repeated  to  me  by  twenty  dif- 
ferent persons.  If  so  slight  an  incident  as  this  could  elicit  grati- 
tude and  kind  remembrance  from  those  who  were  the  subjects  of 
it,  and  praise  from  those  who  heard  of  it,  at  a  distance  of  so  many 
years,  who  can  doubt  but  that  an  interchange  of  hospitality  and 
friendly  services  would  bind  nations  together,  as  it  binds  individu- 
als, more  strongly  than  treaties,  however  skilfully  drawn  up  or 
elaborately  composed  ?  and  that  England  and  America  could  be 
so  united  bjr  reciprocal  kindness  is  beyond  a  doubt ;  though,  unhap- 
pily, there  is  still  too  strong  a  tendency  in  England  to  undervalue 
everything  American,  and  too  strong  a  jealousy  in  America,  gen- 
erally, to  admit  readily  the  superiority  of  anything  English ;  though 
the  exceptions  to  tViese  instances  of  mutual  prejudice  are  happuy 
growing  more  and  more  abundant  every  year. 

I  may  add,  that  the  pleasure  of  our  visit  to  New-Bedford  was 
greatly  mcreased  by  our  meeting  here  an  English  lady,  Mrs.  Lum* 
bard,  whom  we  had  the  plesisure  to  know,  and  to  rank  among  the 
warmest  of  our  friends  in  London,  thirty  years  ago ;  and  an  Amer- 
ican gentleman,  Captain  Atkins  Adams,  with  whom  I  had  sailed^ 
twcnty-nine  years  ago,  in  the  ship  Rising  States,  of  Marblehead, 
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from  London  to  Norfolk  in  Virginia,  in  the  year  1809 ;  and  oar 
meeting  with  these  friends  was  a  source  of  extreme  delight  They 
contributed,  also,  by  their  personal  attentions,  and  introductions  to 
the  lai^e  circle  of  dieir  friends,  to  make  our  stay  as  full  of  pleasure 
as  it  was  possible  to  be,  and  to  make  us  regret  the  close  of  every 
day,  as  bringing  us  one  day  nearer  to  the  time  of  our  separation. 

The  domestic  manners  of  the  families  of  New-Bedford  were  pe- 
culiarly agreeable  to  us,  characterized  as  they  were  by  a  happy 
union  of  general  intelligence,  eood  sense,  frankness,  and  more  of 
warmth  and  cordiality  than  we  had  seen  in  the  American  character 
elsewhere.  For  this  perhaps  several  causes  may  be  assigned.  One 
IS,  that  there  bein^  no  class  here,  as  in  Boston  and  the  larger  cities, 
80  much  above  oUiers  in  wealth  and  possessions  as  to  make  them 
separate  themselves  into  an  upper  or  exclusive  caste,  the  intercourse 
is  very  eeneral,  and  embraces  all  persons  of  moderate  competency, 
reqiectaole  character,  and  affable  manners.  Another  cause  is,  that 
having,  for  the  most  part,  either  passed  their  lives  at  sea  or  mingled 
much  with  sailors,  they  have  that  frankness  and  heartiness  of  man- 
ner so  characteristic  of  mariners  all  the  world  over.  A  third  cause 
undoubtedly  is,  that  their  voyages  having  embraced  a  wider  range 
than  usual — ^for  trips  to  circumnavigate  the  globe,  in  whaling  and 
in  tradmg  voyages,  are  undertaken  every  year  from  this  port,  and 
one  captain  was  named  to  me  whose  wife  had  accompanied  him 
m  tradmg  voyages  three  times  round  Cape  Horn  and  the  Cane  of 
Qood  Hope — they  have  had  a  larger  intercourse  with  the  different 
nations  of  the  world,  and  rubbed  off  many  of  the  angles  of  nation- 
al prejudice  which  adhere  so  strongly  to  those  who  always  remain 
at  home ;  while  many  also,  after  they  have  acc^uired  a  competency 

their  distant  voyages  at  sea,  take  a  trip  with  their  families  to 
[land,  visit  France  and  other  Continental  countries  from  thence, 
come  back  greatly  improved  in  intelligence,  feelings,  and  man- 
ners. 

The  result  of  all  this,  added  to  the  particular  claims  which  Cap- 
tain Adams,  Mrs.  Lumbard,  and  the  four  sailor-boys,  now  all  cap- 
teins,  had  established  for  us  before  we  came,  was  to  make  us  re- 
jected, courted,  and  entertained  by  every  one  who  could  obtain  a 
Vint  from  us ;  and  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  as  many  as  we 
desired  to  gratify,  we  were  often  obliged  to  dine  with  one  family, 
idke  tea  with  a  second,  and  pass  an  evening  party  with  a  third; 
so  that,  if  we  could  have  been  "  killed  with  kindness,"  we  were 
really  in  danger  of  such  a  death. 

The  people  of  New-Bedford  are  as  skilful  as  they  are  in  other 
parts  of  America  in  the  removal  of  houses  from  the  places  in 
which  they  were  built  to  a  more  convenient  locality.  One  large 
house  was  pointed  out  to  me,  built  of  brick,  with  six  tall  chimneys, 
which  had  been  moved,  whole  and  complete,  from  the  spot 
where  it  was  first  erected,  up  the  hill,  to  a  more  remote  and  deva- 
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ted  position ;  and  it  was  asserted  and  repeated  by  many,  in  vrhose 
veradty  I  had  the  fullest  confidence,  that  all  this  was  done  while 
the  femily  were  living  in  the  house,  and  operations  of  cooking 
going  on  during  all  the  time. 

Another  case  was  pointed  out  to  me,  in  which  a  small  wooden 
church  was  moved  from  its  position  in  the  street  to  make  room  for 
the  Ime  stone  church  now  occupying  its  place,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Mr.  Holmes ;  the  smaller  church,  m  its  new  position,  being 
at  present  used  as  a  lecture-room.  And  a  third  instance  was  shown 
to  me,  in  which  a  church  had  been  cut  down  from  the  roof  to  the 
foundation  in  the  centre,  the  two  parts  drawn  asunder  from  each 
other,  and  the  open  space  filled  up  so  as  to  connect  the  whole,  thus 
adding  about  thuty  feet  to  the  length  of  the  building  when  com* 
pleted. 

During  our  stay  at  New-Bedford  we  made  an  excursion  to  a 
thrivins;  little  seaport,  within  the  adjoining  townshipof  Rochester, 
called  by  its  ancient  Indian  name  of  Matapoisset.  The  inhabitants 
do  not  exceed  800  in  number ;  yet  so  actively  are  they  engaged  in 
ship-building,  for  which  the  locality  is  peculiarly  favourable,  that 
they  launch  upon  the  average  four  lai^e  ships,  besides  many  smaller 
▼effiels,  in  the  course  of  each  year.  About  three  years  ago,  there 
were  nine  ships  of  from  300  to  400  tons  each  on  the  stocks  at 
once,  and  three  of  them  were  launched  on  the  san>e  day.  In  the 
proportion  of  ships  to  population,  Matapoisset  perhaps  exceeds  any 
other  ship-building  port  in  the  United  States.  Allost  of  these  ves- 
sels are  engaged  in  the  Southern  whale  fishery,  like  those  of  New- 
Bedford,  and  some  in  carrying  general  freight  of  merchandise. 
The  smaller  ones  are  engaged  in  coasting  and  fishing  voyages. 
Salt  is  manufactured  here  also  to  a  great  extent  from  the  sea-water, 
which  is  pumped  up  from  the  sea,  and  deposited  in  shallow  reser- 
voirs or  salt-pans,  from  whence  the  salt  is  obtamed  by  evaporation 
of  the  water. 

At  this  village  we  had  the  pleasure  to  pay  a  visit  to  one  of  the 
most  venerable  of  the  New-England  divmes  of  the  present  day, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Robbins,  who  has  been  for  forty  years  th%. 
pastor  of  the  congregation  over  which  he  now  presides,  and  who, 
as  might  be  expected,  is  greatly  esteemed  and  beloved  by  his  flock. 
We  were  conducted  by  nim  over  his  library,  which,  for  such  a 
qpot,  is  both  extensive  and  valuable,  and  particularly  rich  in  anti- 
quarian and  biblical  lore.  He  has  collected  also  a  vast  number  of 
pamphlets  and  other  works  on  the  early  history  of  America,  which 
are  all  so  well  classified  and  arranged  as  to  be  immediately  avail- 
able for  the  illustration  of  any  point  of  American  history,  and  form 
altogether,  perhaps,  the  most  extensive  and  valuable  collection  of 
historical  memorials  in  the  state,  the  number  of  the  separate  pam- 
phlets exceeding  4000. 

In  additioi^to  these  there  are  upward  of  3000  volumes  m  general 


OOLLiOTION  OF  ANCISNT  BIBLES.— R00HE8TBR.  4M 

history,  the  belles-lettres,  and  theology ;  and  among  the  last  no  leas 
than  §00  ponderous  folios,  many  of  them  printed  between  1450 
and  1500.    The  richest  part  of  his  library  is,  however,  his  colleo 
tion  of  ancient  Bibles,  among  which  is  a  copy  of  Cranmer's,  an- 
other of  the  Geneva  Bible,  and  several  of  King  James's,  one  of 
1613,  and  one  of  1630,  in  black  letter;  a  copy  of  Coverdale's 
Bible ;  and  a  very  fine  copy  of  St  Jerome's  Bible,  printed  at  Ven- 
ice in  1478.    He  has  also  a  copy  of  Elliott's  Bible,  including  the 
whole  of  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New,  translated  by  the  mis- 
aonary  Elliott  into  the  language  of  the  Narraganset  Indians,  who 
formerly  occupied  these  parts ;  this  was  printed  at  Cambridge,  near 
Boston,  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1683,  being  the  first  Bible  ever 
printed  in  America,  about  sixty-three  years  after  the  first  settlement 
of  Massachusetts.    At  the  end  of  this  Bible  is  a  translation  into 
the  same  tongue  of  the  whole  of  Stemhold  and  Hopkins's  version 
of  David's  Psalms,  the  versification  of  which  is  very  curious  in  its 
appearance,  orthography,  and  pronunciation,  of  which  the  follow- 
ine  may  serve  as  specimens: 
Job^  i.,  1, 3. 
There  was  a  mJEin  in  the  land  of 


Uz,  whose  name  was  Job;  and  that 
man  was  perfect  and  upright,  and 
one  that  feared  God,  and  eschew- 
ed evil :  And  there  were  bom  unto 
him  seven  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

Psalm  il.,  1. 

With  restless  and  ungovemed  rage 
Why  do  the  heathen  storm  ? 

Why  in  such  rash  attempts  engage 
As  they  can  ne*er  penorm ! 


Indian  Version. 

Na  mo  wasketomp  ut  ohkeit  Uz, 
nob  ussowesu  Job,  kah  nob  woske- 
tomp  a  pannuppeyeuoo,  kah  samp- 
wesu,  kah  noh  quoshont  Godon, 
kah  aqueteah  matcheseonk.  Kah 
nokitteauan  nesausuk  tabsuroh 
wanaumonuh,  kah  nishuoh  wut- 
tauronoh. 

Indian  Translation. 

Tohwutch  nag,  penoewohteacheg, 

Musquantamwehettil  ? 
Tohwutch  tahroche  teagas  nag^ 

Unnantammohettit. 


Having  passed  some  hours,  when  m  England,  with  the  late  Dr. 
Adam  Clarke,  in  examining  the  Duke  of  Sussex's  collection  of  Bi- 
bles at  Kensin^on,  I  advised  Dr.  Robbins  to  open  a  communication 
iMth  his  royal  highness  on  the  subject  of  Biblical  literature,  which 
might  be  productive  of  mutual  gratification.* 

The  township  of  Rochester,  of  which  Matapoisset  forms  a  part, 
18  about  six  mdes  square,  the  usual  area  assigned  to  such  town- 
ships ;  and  each  section,  so  cut  off  and  divided,  is  governed  by 
town's  officers — ^the  selectmen,  as  they  are  called,  being  elected 

*  Tba  Rev.  Dr.  Robbina  adopted  my  advice,  and  addreaaed  a  letter  to  hia  rqjral  high- 
neaa  the  Duke  of  Suaaex,  oflfenng  him  a  duplicate  copy  which  he  poaaeaaed  or  £lliott*a 
lodbn  Bible,  and  expresaing  a  great  detire  to  obtain  from  Kurope  a  copy  of  the  old  edi- 
tiofi  aauallv  called  **  The  Biahop*a  Bible.*'  To  thit  the  illuatriout  duke  returned  a  verjr 
prompt  ana  gracioua  reply,  aeooing  out  to  Dr.  Robbtna  a  copy  of  the  Bible  he  wished  to 
pMcure,  but,  at  the  aame  time,  declining  to  deprive  him  of  tne  duplicate  copy  of  the  fn* 
•in  traoalation,  aa  he  already  poaaeaaed  one  of  theae  in  hia  colieciion  at  Kenatngtoo. 
This  act  of  princely  liberality  to  a  disuot  and  unknown  repubhcan  minister  of  the  Goa- 
pel,  of  a  diaaenting  body  of  Cbriatiana,  aoon  became  known  in  the  Pnited  Statea,  and 
WM  apoken  of  <«rith  grnt  and  deaerved  prtiae  in  moat  of  the  papera  of  the  Unkm. 
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annually  by  a  town's  meeting — and  these  regulate  ereiything  can- 
nected  with  the  buaness  of  the  township ;  while  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  and  the  justice  of  the  peace,  who  are  appointed  by  the 
eovemor  and  council  of  the  state,  discharge  the  ninMions  of  the 
judiciary.  It  is  the  universal  custom  here  to  call  these  townships 
by  the  name  of  *^  town,"  and  thus  an  inhabitant  would  say,  ^  The 
town  of  Rochester  is  six  miles  square,"  or  '^  the  village  A  Mata- 
poisset  is  situated  within  the  town  of  Rochester."  As  Englidi 
persons  usually  understand  by  the  word  town  a  concentrated  col- 
lection of  dwellings,  this  different  sense  in  which  the  word  is  used 
here  gives  rise  sometimes  to  ludicrous  mistakes.  An  English  lady, 
who  was  married  to  an  American  gentleman,  heard  him  describe 
bis  reridence  as  within  the  town  of  Rochester,  which  the  lady  nal* 
urally  supposed,  from  his  stating  it  to  contain  lOfiOO  inhabitant^ 
to  be  a  pretty  large-sized  town.  On  their  way  thither,  the  huriiand 
having  passed  the  limits  of  the  adjoining  township,  exclaimed^ 
^  Now,  my  love,  we  are  very  near  home."  To  which  the  wife  re* 
joined,  "  But  where  is  the  town  ?  I  do  not  see  it  yet"  "  Oh  P* 
replied  the  husband,  ^  why,  we  have  been  m  the  town  for  sev^hal 
miles  past"  The  astonishment  of  the  lady  was  increased  rather 
than  duninished.  ^  Town !"  she  exclaimed ;  ^*  why,  I  see  nothing 
but  fields,  and  cattle,  and  trees ;  for  not  a  single  house  is  visible  in 
any  direction.  Surely  this  is  a  strange  kind  of  town  vrithovt 
bosses."  Yet  such  was  the  ^^  town"  of  Rochester,  or  township, 
which  would  be  the  more  accurate  name.  The  dwelling  of  the 
husband,  which  was  within  the  ^^  town,"  was  a  country  mansion, 
surrounded  by  half  a  dozen  neighbours  within  a  mile ;  and  the 
area  of  six  miles  sauare  was  spread  over  in  the  same  way  with 
scattered  dwellings,  hamlets,  and  villages,  several  miles  apart  from 
each  other,  but  all,  in  the  New-England  sense  of  the  term,  belong- 
ing to  the  same  town  !    ^ 

As  connected  with  the  different  use  and  acceptation  of  certain 
words,  and  the  peculiarity  of  some  particular  expressions,  I  may 
mention,  that  in  this  quarter,  to  "  hire  money"  is  used  for  to  bor- 
row, and  to  "  hire  a  farm"  or  a  house  is  used  for  to  rent  it  The 
word  "smart"  appeared  to  be  in  general  use  to  indicate  good 
health,  as,  for  instance,  when  persons  were  asked  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, "  How  d'ye  do  this  morning  ?"  the  answer  would  often  be, 
*'  Smart,  thank  you,"  or  "  Pretty  smart,"  which  is  a  degree  below, 
.  and  "  Quite  smart,"  which  is  a  degree  above  the  ordinary  condi- 
tion. In  England,  the  word  "  smart"  is  usually  applied  to  gayety 
of  appearance  and  finery  of  apparel  or  decoration  among  lands- 
men ;  but  at  sea  it  is  used  to  imply  activity,  readiness,  and  intelli- 
fence.  Thus  "  a  smart  officer"  is  one  who  thoroughly  understands 
is  duty,  and  is  active  and  efficient  in  maintaining  discipline;  and 
the  injunction  "  be  smart"  is  often  given  to  seamen.  In  this  sense 
it  is  used  by  all  classes  m  Americai  a  '^  smart  man"  meaning  al* 
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wajs  an  active,  btelligenti  and  capable  person.  The  word 
^chores"  is  kere  used  to  signify  errands,  messages,  and  email 
commissions  or  jobs ;  and  ladies  of  the  best  society  say,  '^  I  have  a 
great  many  chores  to  do  this  morning"  vrhen  th^  have  shopping 
or  purchases  to  make  for  themselves  or  others.  This,  however,  is 
old  English ;  as  the  phrase  "  chorewoman"  is  still  used  m  London 
for  an  assistant  servant,  called  in  to  help  the  domestics  on  clean* 
ing  days. 

Indeed,  most  of  the  phrases  which  we  are  accustomed  to  call 
^Americanisms"  are  in  reality  old  English,  and  were  probably 
brought  to  this  country  by  the  original  settlers,  the  only  difierence 
b^g  that  they  have  become  obsolete  in  England,  but  areiftiD  con- 
tinued to  be  used  here.  As  an  instance  of  tUs,  it  may  be  nention- 
ed  that  the  act  of  cutting  anything  out  of  wood  with  a  knife,  as 
children  make  boats  and  other  playthings,  is  called  **  to  whittle  it 
out"  Now,  so  far  back  as  the  time  of  Chaucer,  the  weapon  used 
by  yeomen,  which  was  half  knife  and  half  dagger,  was  called  a 
whittle ;  and  *^  Sheffield  whittles"  are  spoken  of  as  among  the  best 
then  known.  So  the  phrase  '^  as  liev,"  implying  "  as  soon,"  is  old 
English.  In  the  rei^n  of  Henry  the  Eighth  the  phrase  was  com- 
mon m  English  writmes ;  and  in  Tyndal  the  martyr's  Preface  to 
Us  new  translation  of  ue  Scriptures  from  the  original  Hebrew  and 
Greek  into  the  vernacular  tongue,  he  uses  the  word  **  liever"  to 
convey  the  meaning  >rhich  we  should  now  express  by  the  terms 
**  much  sooner"  or  *^  rather,"  in  the  following  passage,  in  which, 
speakinff  of  the  great  hostility  of  the  Romish  clergy  to  any  transla- 
tion of  the  Scriptures  into  the  vulgar  tongue,  he  says,  **  A  thousand 
books  had  they  Ueoer  to  be  put  forth  agunst  their  abominaUe  do- 
ings and  doctnne,  than  that  the  Scriptures  should  come  to  light" 


CHAPTER  XLDL 

Aimivereary  of  Uie  Landins  of  the  Pilgrims.— Ball  at  the  Pilgrim  HaH— BeanU  of  the 
Ladies.—  Preseotatioo  of  Colours  to  the  Standish  Guards.— Oration  of  Dr.  Robbina. 
^Air  of  Ood  Save  the  King;.- Ode  to  the  Pilgrims.— Temperance  Addiwa  at  the  Or« 
thodox  Church.— Examination  of  the  Town  and  its  Reconis. 

Having  been  invited  to  attend  the  annual  celebration  of  the 
Landing  oi  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at  Plymouth,  we  left  New-Bedford 
on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  21st  of  December,  with  some  agree- 
able friends,  who  engaged  an  extra*stage  for  the  purpose.  Our 
par^  consisted  of  Mr.  Frands  Alden  and  his  lady,  ooth  descend- 
ed  Kom  the  pilgrim  fathers,  John  Alden  and  Governor  Bradford, 
whose  ^Iver  cup,  brought  over  in  the  Mayflower,  we  were  the  bear* 
en  of  for  the  cdebraticm ;  Captam  Atkins  Adamsi  with  wiwni  I  had 
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come  to  this  country  29  years  ago,  when  we  sailed  together  from 
London  to  Norfolk  m  Virginia,  and  his  lady ;  Mr.  Jenny,  another 
descendant  of  the  pilgrim  fathers ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Robbins, 
of  Matapoisset,  who  had  been  invited  to  deliver  the  annual  oration ; 
Mrs.  Buckingham,  my  son,  and  myself.  ^ 

We  left  Isew-Bedford  at  half  past  eight,  passed  tiirough  Fair- 
haven  at  nine,  and  after  an  hour's  pleasant  ride  through  a  stony 
and  barren  tract,  in  which  we  drove  ten  miles,  we  reached  the  cen- 
ti^  of  the  township  of  Rochester  soon  after  ten.  Here  we  alighted 
at  the  hospitable  mansion  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  Lumbard,  the  lady 
whom  we  had  known  as  a  warm  and  intimate  friend  more  than 
thirty  jf|urB  ago  in  England ;  and,  early  as  the  hour  was,  we  found 
prepared  for  us  a  sumptuous  entertainment,  in  a  luncheon  or  sec- 
ond breakfast,  of  which  we  all  heartily  partook.  Starting  from 
lience  again  at  twelve,  we  passed  over  a  more  sandy,  but  still  in- 
fertile territory,  except  for  pine-wood,  which  lined  tne  road  on  ei- 
ther side,  and  after  a  drive  of  three  hours  more,  performing  a  £s- 
tance  of  about  twenty  miles,  we  reached  the  ancient  town  of  Ply- 
mouth, and  found  apartments  provided  for  us  at  the  **  Old  Colony 
House"  hotel 

The  anniversary  of  the  Landing  of  Ae  Pilgrims  falling  this  year 
on  a  Saturday,  and  Saturday  evening  being  revered  in  many  parts 
of  New-England  as  the  commencement  of  the  Sabbath,  it  was 
thought  proper  that  the  public  ball,  which  usually  closes  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  anniversanr  day,  should  on  this  occasion  be  eiven 
on  the  night  preceding.  The  ball  was  to  be  given  in  the  buuding 
called  "  Pilgrim  Hall ;"  the  tickets  of  admission  were  three  doE 
lars  each,  including  refreshments ;  and  the  hours  of  dancing  were 
limited  from  seven  m  the  evening  till  three  in  the  morning.  Hay- 
ing been  joined  by  a  large  party  of  other  New-Bedford  friends,  who 
came  down  in  their  own  carriages,  we  made  a  "  goodly  company** 
for  the  ball,  and  attended  it  early  in  the  evening.  The  number  as- 
sembled was  about  400,  more  than  half  of  whom,  we  were  told,  were 
residents  of  Plymouth,  and  the  other  half  were  strangers  from  Bos- 
ton, Providence,  New-Bedford,  and  the  surrounding  towns.  The 
number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  nearly  equal,  though  I  was 
informed  that  among  toe  resident  population  of  Plymouth  the  fe- 
males are  nearly  three  times  as  numerous  as  the  males,  the  young 
men  leaving  the  town  between  15  and  20  to  study  or  pursue  the 
calling  to  which  they  intend  to  devote  themselves  for  life.  But  as 
the  greater  number  of  the  strangers  who  come  to  visit  them  at  the 
anniversary  are  gentlemen,  the  severe  cold  of  the  season  making  it 
inconvenient  for  ladies  to  travel  much  at  this  time  of  the  year,  the 
inequality  of  the  sexes  is  agreeably  adjusted  and  balanced ;  and 
thus,  at  the  Pilgrim  Ball,  as  it  is  called,  there  is  never  any  want  of 
partners. 

The  dances^  which  were  all  previously  fixed  on^  and  announced 
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in  a  printed  code  ^f  regulations  for  the  evenioff,  distributed  with 
every  ticket,  consisted  of  country  dances,  called  here,  more  accu- 
nteiy  than  with  us  in  fjigland,  ^  contra-dances/'  cotillons,  Span* 
ish  dances,  and  quadrilles.  The  visiters  were  as  miscellaneous  as 
those  at  the  president's  lev^  in  Washington,  or  the  military  lev^ 
in  Salem  already  described ;  for,  as  this  is  almost  the  only  public 
entertainment  in  Plymouth  throughout  the  year,  every  person  that 
can  save  up  the  requisite  sum  of  three  dollars,  and  who  feels  no 
scruples  of  a  religious  nature  as  to  joining  in  such  entertainments, 
makes  a  point  of  attending  the  annual  ball.  There  was  a  great 
mixture,  therefore,  of  classes,  and,  consequently,  a  great  variety  of 
tastes  in  dress,  and  of  general  carriage  and  manners.  Many  of 
the  ffentlemen  danced  in  frock-coats;  some  had  drab,  and  others 
black  and  white  plaid  trousers,  such  as  were  fashionable  for  mom- 
•wear  in  England  a  few  years  aea  One  gentleman  danced  in 
low  morocco  slippers,  and  scarcely  a  dozen  were  in  what  would 
considered  a  proper  ball-dress  at  home.  The  ladies,  however, 
exhibited  no  such  marks  of  carelessness  or  neglect  in  their  costume, 
but  ran  generally  into  the  opposite  extreme.  The  most  fanciful 
mixture  of  colours,  great  profusion  of  ribands,  and,  in  some  instan- 
ces, an  almost  Indian  fonclness  for  beads  and  feathers,  made  the  la- 
dies among  the  gayest  in  their  apparel  that  we  had  for  a  long  time 
seen.  One  of  these,  indeed,  so  far  outstripped  even  the  florid  taste 
of  the  nig^t,  that  she  was  designated  by  the  other  ladies  generally^ 
and  as  if  by  common  consent,  ^*  the  peacock  f^  and  certainly,  if  a 
variety  of  gaudy  colours,  and  the  display  of  varied  feathers  could 
justify  a  claim  to  this  distinction,  it  was  abundantly  merited. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  was  the  same  commendable  and 
beautiful  order  and  decorum  in  the  behaviour  of  all  that  we  wit- 
nessed with  so  much  pleasure  at  Washington  and  Salem.  No  one 
gave  themselves  any  airs  of  arrogance  or  superciliousness.  Every 
one  made  way  cheerfully  and  readily  for  others ;  nothing  was  done, 
ttud,  or  looked  that  could  give  the  slightest  offence ;  none  appear^ 
ed  to  feel  any  other  sentiment  than  respect  and  good-will  towards 
each  other;  and,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  long  evening,  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  a  single  countenance  wmch  did  not  ex- 
press satisfaction,  cheerfulness,  and  good-nature.  Some  of  the 
younger  ladies  were  among  the  most  beautiful  that  we  had  yet 
seen  m  America ;  three  or  four  were  exquisitely  lovely,  and,  as  speci- 
mens of  feminine  beauty,  could  hardly  be  surpassed,  I  think,  in  any 
country  in  the  globe.  If  accurate  miniatures  could  be  taken  of 
them  by  first-rate  artists  for  any  collection  of  female  beauties,  in 
annuals  or  other  similar  publications,  they  would  be  worth  a  gi'^t 
deal  to  any  painter  or  publisher  in  England.  Such  lovely  races, 
under  the  graceful  pencil  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  would  have 
been  numbered  among  the  richest  of  his  gems. 
We  remained  at  t^  ball  till  near  nii&ight,  when  the  spirit  of 
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Ae  dance  was  in  no  degree  abated,  and  some  of  Ae  yotuger  mem« 
hera  of  our  party  contbued  until  three  in  the  morning.  The  next 
day  was  devoted  to  the  remaining  business  of  the  cdebration,  which 
took  place  in  the  following  order.  At  ten  o'clock  there  was  a 
parade  of  a  military  company  called  the  Standish  Guards,  consist- 
ing of  about  fifty  men,  well-dressed,  armed,  and  drilled.  To  these 
it  was  intended  to  present  a  new  stand  of  colours ;  and  for  this 
purpose  a  platform  was  erected  in  front  of  one  of  the  houses  in 
Court  Square,  on  which,  after  the  music  of  an  excellent  band,  a 
young  lady  of  about  eighteen  ascended,  accompanied  by  her  fa- 
ther. Her  dress  was  a  cloth  riding-habit,  with  velvet  cap  sur^ 
mounted  (^  a  plume  of  ostrich  feathers,  and  a  lone  white  blonde 
Teil  hangiDg  gracefully  on  one  side  of  her  face.  She  delivered  a 
short  but  appropriate  address  to  the  captain  of  the  company  on 
presenting  him  the  colours  for  his  corps.  The  captain  replied  in  a 
much  more  ambitious  strain ;  his  oration,  which  had  been  evidently 

S»nned  and  committed  to  memory,  was  of  the  most  inflated  style, 
led  with  lofty  and  sonorous  words,  and  full  of  heroism,  devotion, 
wounds,  and  death.  Its  effect,  however,  was  completely  marred 
by  the  gallant  captain  closing  his  unusually  ik>rid  and  energetic 
^speech  with  the  words,  *^In  the  name  of  this  corpse^  I  receive, 
madam,  the  flag  presented  by  your  own  fair  hands.''  Not  a  mus- 
cle of  any  countenance  betrayed  the  slightest  perception  of  this 
error  in  pronunciation ;  for  in  America  it  is  common  to  give  to  all 
French  words  used  in  the  language,  such  as  route^  touTy  &c.,  the 
pronunciation  which  their  authority  would  warrant  if  they  were 
l^nglish,  and  to  speak  them  as  if  they  were  written  rout,  tower, 
&c  At  first  this  strikes  one  as  a  great  vulgarity ;  but  it  is  no  more 
so  than  the  constant  practice  of  the  English  themselves,  b  giving 
to  French  names  a  purely  English  pronunciation,  as  in  Paris,  Ca- 
lais, Lyons,  &c.,  which,  though  maintaining  exactly  the  same 
orthography,  are  so  differently  pronounced  by  the  natives  of  Eng- 
land and  France. 

After  the  presentation  of  the  colours  we  repaired  to  the  Pilgrim 
Hall — of  which  a  more  detailed  description  will  be  given  farther 
on — and  the  members  of  the  Pilgrim  Society  there  forming  them- 
selves into  a  line,  and  being  joined  by  all  the  strangers  and  most 
of  the  resident  heads  of  families  in  the  town,  marched  to  the  mu- 
sic of  the  band,  in  a  long  procession,  to  the  principal  church,  a  fine 
Oothic  building  recently  erected  by  the  Unitarians.  Here  we  heard 
ihe  oration  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robbins.  It  was  a  grave^ 
sensible,  and  well-arranged  discourse,  chiefly  historical,  but  happi- 
ly blended  with  moral  reflections  suggested  by  the  event  commem- 
orated, and  the  associations  of  the  time  and  place.  In  the  course 
of  the  service  an  ode  was  sung  by  the  choir  and  audience  to  the 
air  of  "  God  save  the  King,"  which  tune  has  been  long  since 
adopted  and  used  in  this  country  for  devotional  hymns,  under  the 
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name  ^America."  In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  aome  beautiiul 
lines  on  the  subject  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  by  two  of  the  sweetest 
poets  of  the  country,  Mr.  Pierpont  and  Mrs.  higourney.*' 

The  service  was  closed  by  an  appropriate  hymn,  sung  to  the  tune 
of  the  *^  Old  hundredth  psalm/'  the  peculiarity  of  which  was,  that  it 
was  delivered  out,  line  by  line,  after  the  manner  of  the  Pilgrims; 
it  being  on  record  that  in  their  devotional  exercises  these  fathers 
follow^  here  the  practice  then  common  in  England,  of  reading 
from  the  pulpit  a  single  line  only  of  the  psalm  to  be  sung ;  and 
when  that  was  finished,  but  not  before,  giving  out  the  second 
This  was  a  practice  well  adapted  to  a  period  when  there  were  not 
printed  books  enough  for  all,  and  when  all  could  not^ead ;  but 
wholly  unnecessary  at  the  present  day,  when  circumstances  are  so 
much  changed.  A  ludicrous  anecdote  is  current  on  this  subject, 
which  states  that  the  minister  gave  out  from  the  pulpit,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  his  congregation,  the  following  paradoxical  lines 
firom  an  old  version  of  David's  Psalms.    The  first  line  was  this : 

''The  Lord  will  come,  and  he  will  Dot"— 

This  seemed  so  flat  a  contradiction  in  terms  that  many  refused  to 
sing  it  at  all,  supposing  that  there  was  some  error  in  the  delivery. 
Their  surprise,  however,  was  still  farther  increased  by  the  next  suc- 
ceeding Ime 

**  Be  eilent,  bat  tpeak  oat"— 

which  seemed  so  impossible  to  be  done  that  the  choir  were  in  do* 
spair ;  though,  if  the  two  lines  had  been  read  at  once,  with  atten^* 
tion  to  the  punctuation,  they  would  stand  thus : 

'*  The  Lord  will  come,  and  he  will  not 
Be  aiieot,  but  apeak  ouu" 

After  the  service  the  guards,  who  had  escorted  the  Pilgrim  So« 
ciety  to  the  church,  mardied  homeward  in  military  order ;  and  the 
afternoon  was  given  to  interchange  of  friendly  greetings  and  do^ 
mestic  visitings.  In  the  evening  a  large  assemblage  was  collected 
at  the  orthodox  church  of  Mr.  Hall  to  hear  an  address  on  the  his* 
toiy  and  influence  of  temperance  societies  in  Great  Britain,  which 
I  had  been  announced  to  deliver  there. 

The  audience  was  very  numerous,  and  the  impression  appeared 
to  be  as  powerful  as  could  well  be  desired,  the  address  lasting  up- 
ward of  two  hours,  and  great  numbers  coming  at  its  close  to  ex-^ 
press  their  satisfaction,  and  their  regret  at  its  not  bemg  longer. 

On  Sunday,  the  23d,  we  attend^  the  church  of  the  Rev.  Mr« 
Briggs,  and  heard  a  very  eloquent  and  beautiful  sermon  firom  a 
passage  in  the  Gospel  of  St  John:  ^^  He  must  increase;''  alludineto 
the  increase  of  the  followers  of  Christ,  and  the  general  spread  of 
his  doctrines  over  the  civilized  world.  It  embraced  a  most  interesting 
and  philosophical  review  of  the  history  of  the  past;  it  comprehended 
also  a  survey  of  the  present;  and  it  carried  forward  the  imagination 
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to  the  prospects  of  the  future.  The  sermon  was 'written,  as  is  ahnost 
always  the  case  in  this  country ;  and  the  preacher  was  YOung,  from 
25  to  30 ;  but  it  was  a  most  masterly  composition,  and  admirably 
delivered :  we  had  the  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  whole  character 
of  the  man  was  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  professions  of  the  min- 
ister* 

During  the  three  remainmg  days  of  our  stay  at  Plymouth,  the  24th, 
S6th,  and  26th  of  December,  we  were  engaged  during  the  mom- 
lugs  and  afternoons  in  examining  all  the  obiects  of  interest  in  the 
town,  and  in  the  evenings  in  delivering,  in  the  Pilgrim  Hall,  three 
Lectures  on  Palestine,  which  were  attended  by  very  lai^e  audien- 
ces in  promxtion  to  the  population,  beginning  with  160  on  the  first 
evening,  ftd  ending  with  more  than  ^K)  on  the  third.  This  occu- 
pation, too,  brought  me  here,  as  elsewhere,  acquainted  with  the 
principal  families  of  the  place,  who  were  all  most  anxious  to  show 
us  attention  in  the  exercise  of  their  hospitalities,  and  in  opening  to 
us  every  source  of  information  on  all  the  topics  of  interest  connect- 
ed with  Plymouth  and  its  neighbourhood  on  which  we  deared  to 
be  informed. 

With  their  aid  and  assistance,  therefore,  we  visited  the  rock  on 
which  the  Pilcrims  first  landed  from  the  Mayflower,  the  ship  that 
brought  them  from  England ;  the  Pilgrim  Hsdl,  with  its  noble  mo- 
ture,  and  its  interesting  museum  of  Pilgrim  relics;  the  bunal- 
ground  of  the  first  settlers,  in  which  the  mate  of  the  Mayflower, 
at  the  a^e  of  98,  was  deposited  in  1697,  the  mvestone  beaiing 
the  inscription  being  still  preserved,  he  being  only  21  on  his  arrivfd 
in  the  settlement,  and  living  77  years  afler  his  landing ;  and  the 
Record  Office,  in  which  we  saw  the  original  documents  as  far 
back  as  1623,  when  plots  of  ground  were  assigned  by  lot  to  the 
settlers ;  as  weU  as  many  enactments  and  orders  of  the  first  court, 
attested  by  the  autograph  signatures  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  Brad- 
ford, "Winslow,  Standish,  Brewster,  Prince,  and  Morton.  From 
these  united  sources  of  documentaiy  and  oral  information,  the  fol- 
lowing history  and  description  of  Plymouth  is  drawn. 


Hi 
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CHAPTER  L. 

History  of  the  Foundation  of  Plymoath  Colony.— Affecting  Embarcation  of  the  Pit* 
fTimt  at  DeUthaTen.— Sail  from  Plymooth  in  the  Mayflower.— Arrival  off  Cape  Cod. 
—Civil  Compact  eiffned  in  the  Cabin  of  the  Mayflower.— Landing  on  Plymouth  Rock. 
— First  Treaty  made  with  the  Native  Indians.— First  Offence  poniabed  among  the 
English  Settlers. — Community  of  Propert v.— Individual  Poeeessions.— First  Introdoo- 
tioQ  of  Trial  by  Jorv.— First  Execution  ror  Crime.— Severe  Sickness  and  destroying 
Hurricane.— First  Code  of  Laws.— Fines  for  drinking,  smoking,  and  Sabb«th-break« 
ing.— Punishment  of  whipping  for  extorting  high  Profits.— Instance  of  Rigour  and 
Imiiartialitv  in  executing  the  Lawa.— Singular  Regulations  respecting  Manners.— 
Union  of  Plymouth  with  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts.— Oliver  Cromweirs  Commis* 
sion  to  Governor  Winslow.— First  Notice  of  Horses  seen  in  the  Colony.— Persecutioii 
€f  the  Quakers.— Selling  Criminals  for  Slavea.— Employment  of  native  Indians  ae 
Magistrates.— Efforu  of  Plymouth  in  the  Temperance  Reformation.— Jail  and  Poor- 
house  both  empty,  and  Distilleries  of  Rum  extmct— Nstive  Indians  in  Plymouth. 


The  history  of  the  foundation  of  Plymouth  Colony  is  too 
markable  and  too  interesting  to  be  passed  over  in  silence  in  anj 
description  of  America ;  and  written  on  the  spot  itself,  every  inci- 
dent of  it  assumes  additional  importance.  Without  entering,  how- 
ever,  into  very  minute  details,  an  outline  of  the  principal  events 
connected  with  the  rise  and  progress  of  this  remarkable  settlement 
may  very  appropriately  precede  a  description  of  its  present  condi^ 
tion. 

The  religious  persecutions  which  characterized  the  reigns  of 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charies,  in  England,  led  man^  of  the 
most  pious  and  worthy  of  the  nation  to  seek  an  asylum  m  other 
countries,  and  to  become  voluntary  exiles  firom  their  native  land, 
rather  than  endure  the  oppre«ons  to  which  they  were  subjected 
there. 

It  was  in  the  year  1610  that  a  party  of  such  exiles  went  to  Hoi-' 
land,  under  their  pastor,  Mr.  John  Robinson,  where  they  resided 
in  peace  for  some  few  years,  first  at  Amsterdam  and  then  at  Leyden; 
but  finding,  even  there,  some  obstacles  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
religious  opinions,  and  little  prospect  of  advancing  their  condition, 
they  resolved,  about  the  year  1616,  to  remove  to  America.  Their 
motives  for  this  step,  as  recorded  by  themselves,  were  to  "  preserve 
the  morals  of  their  youth ;  to  prevent  them,  through  want  of  em- 
ployment, from  leavii^  their  parents  and  engaging  in  business  un- 
favourable to  religion ;  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  incorpora- 
ting with  the  Dutch ;  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  propagation  of 
the  Gospel  in  remote  parts  of  the  world ;  and,  by  separating  from 
all  the  existing  establishments  in  Europe,  to  form  the  model  of  a 
pure  Church,  free  from  the  admixture  of  human  additions." 

In  1617  Mr.  Robinson  employed  Mr.  Robert  Cushman  and  Mr. 
John  Carver  as  agents  for  his  church  to  the  Virginia  Company,  to 
obtain  a  grant  of  territory  for  settlement  within  ttieir  limitSi  and,  at 


46t  fTATS  or  1U88AGHVBBTTS. 

tbe  same  time,  security  from  the  king  that  they  dKmld  enjoy  their 
reUgious  freedom.  They  did  not  return  till  1618,  and  the  answer 
they  brought  was,  that  the  Vir^nia  Company  would  erant  the 
land,  and  ^*  the  kin^  would  connive  at  them,  and  not  molest  them, 
provided  they  earned  themselves  peaceably  f*  but  be  would  not 
set  the  example  of  granting  any  act  of  toleration  officially,  or 
under  the  great  seal  of  state.  In  1619  a  second  negotiation  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Bradford  and  Mr.  Cushman,  and  these  obtained  the 
patent  desired ;  but  as  it  was  not  in  all  respects  such  as  was  unan- 
imously approved,  it  was  never  made  use  of;  and  they  contented 
themselves  with  obtuning  a  grant  of  land  from  the  Virffinia  Com- 

Eny,  which  was  made  to  them  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson 
ver—- all  the  territory  north  of  the  Chesapeake  being  then  called 
**  Northern  Virginia** — and  determined  to  rely  on  Uvme  ftovi- 
dence  for  the  issue. 

It  was  thought  best  that  a  portion  of  the  whole  number  should 
go  out  first,  and  that  Mr.  Robmson  the  pastor  and  another  portion 
mmld  remain  behind  until  the  arrival  of  the  first  party  should  be 
heard  of.  This  bang  agreed  on,  several  of  the  congregation  sold 
their  estates  and  made  a  common  fund,  which,  with  money  contrib- 
uted by  others,  enabled  them  to  purchase  the  Speedwell,  of  sixty 
tons,  and  to  charter  the  Mayflower,  of  180  tons,  for  the  voyages 
AU  things  being  ready,  they  prepared  to  embark  at  Delfthaven. 
The  following  touching  account  is  recorded  in  the  New-Englandl 
Memorial,  of  the  last  hours  they  passed  on  the  Continent  of  the 
Old  World  before  they  embarked  for  the  New. 

"When  they  came  to  the  port,  they  found  the  ship  and  all  things 
ready ;  and  such  of  their  friends  as  could  not  come  with  ihem  followed 
after  them,  and  sundry  came  from  Amsterdam  to  see  them  shipped,  and 
to  take  their  leave  of  them.  One  night  was  spent  with  little  sleep  with 
the  most,  but  with  friendly  entertainment  and  Christian  discourse,  aioid 
other  real  expressions  of  Christian  love.  The  next  day,  the  wind  being 
fair,  they  went  on  board,  and  their  friends  with  them  ;  when  truly  dole- 
Ail  was  the  sifi;ht  of  that  sad  and  mournful  parting,  to  hear  what  sighs, 
and  sobs,  and  prayers  did  sound  among  them,  what  tears  did  gush 
trom  every  eye,  and  pithy  speeches  pierced  each  other's  hearts,  so  that 
sundry  of  the  Dutch  strangers  that  stood  upon  the  quay  as  spectators 
could  not  refrain  from  tears.  Yet  comfortable  and  sweet  it  was  to  see 
such  lively  and  true  expressions  of  dear  and  unfeigned  love.  Their 
reverend  pastor  falling  down  on  his  knees,  and  they  all  with  him,  with 
watery  cheeks,  commended  them  with  most  fervent  prayers  unto  ihe 
Lord  and  his  blessing ;  and  then,  with  mutual  embraces  and  many  tears, 
they  took  their  leave'one  of  another,  which  proved  to  be  the  last  leave 
of  many  of  them.*' 

The  pilgrims  embarked  on  board  the  Speedwell,  at  DelfthaTes^ 
in  Holland,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1620,  and  sailed  for  Southampton, 
in  England.  Here  they  found  the  Mayflower  awaiting  their  am- 
val,  and  both  vessels  sailed  from  the  port  together  on  the  5th  of 
August  fiillowing.    The  Speedwell,  however,  proving  leaky,  was 
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joUiged  to  put  into  Dartmouth  to  repair;  but,  an  saUinff  a  aeoond 
timet  was  round  to  be  so  unseaworthy  that  both  vesseB  put  into 
Plymouth,  in  Devonshire,  where  the  Speedwell  was  conderonedy 
and  the  whole  of  her  passengers  transferred  to  the  Mayflower,  in 
which  there  were,  therefore,  101  passengers,  including  41  males, 
SB  females,  all  vdves  accompanying  their  husbands,  and  42  chil- 
dren and  servants,  besides  the  crew,  crowded  into  a  vessel  of  180 
ions  burden. 

The  Mayflower  sailed  alone  from  Plymouth  on  the  6th  of  Sep* 
tember,  1620,  and  shaped  her  course  for  the  Hudson  River,  on  the 
banks  of  which  the  grant  of  land  had  been  made  to  the  emigrants 
by  the  North  Virginia  Company ;  but,  according  to  the  positive 
testimony  of  the  secretary  Morton,  the  captain  of  the  ship  was 
bribed  l)y  the  Dutch  governor  to  conduct  them  to  New-England, 
so  as  to  place  them  there  beyond  the  protection  of  any  English 
charter.  The  boisterous  nature  of  the  passage  at  this  season  of  the 
year  rendered  it  very  easy,  on  pretence  of  unfavourable  winds,  to 
diape  the  vessel's  course  farther  to  the  northward ;  and,  according- 
ly, on  the  11th  of  November,  after  a  passage  of  more  than  two 
months,  they  found  themselves  entangled  among  the  breakers  of 
Cape  Cod,  and  winter  far  advanced.  Here  they  anchored ;  but^ 
before  they  sent  on  shore  a  party  to  reconnoitre  the  ground,  and 
ascertain  whether  a  landing  could  be  safely  efiected,  they  assem- 
bled in  the  calnn  of  the  Mayflower,  and,  aifter  a  solemn  religious 
service  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  the  God  of  their  worehip^ 
they  drew  up  and  signed  the  following  brief  but  memorable  com- 
pact of  civil  government : 

**  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  We  whose  names  are  underwritten, 
the  loyal  subjects  of  our  dread  sovereign  lord  King  James,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith, 
Jtc.,  havinff  undertaken,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  advancement  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  honour  of  our  king  and  country,  a  voyage  to  plant 
the  first  colony  in  the  northern  part  of  Virginia,  do,  by  these  presents, 
solemnly  and  mutually,  and  in  the  presence  of  God  and  one  anotber« 
covenant  and  combine  ourselves  together  into  a  civil  body  politic,  for 
our  better  ordering  and  preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the  ends  afore- 
said ;  and  by  virtue  hereof  do  enact,  constitute,  and  frame  such  Just  and 
equal  laws  and  ordinances,  acts,  constitutions,  and  offices,  from  time  to 
time,  as  shall  be  thought  most  meet  and  convenient  for  the  general 
good  of  the  colony,  unto  which  we  promise  all  due  subjection  and  obe- 
dience. In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names, 
at  Cape  Cod,  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  King  James,  of  England,  France,  and  Irelana  the 
Ist,  and  of  Scotland  the  5th,  Anno  Domini  1S20." 

This  compact  was  signed  by  each  of  the  41  males  aroone  the 
exiles,  and  the  first  seven  names  are  those  of  John  Carvo*,  Wil- 
liam Bradford,  Edward  Winslow,  William  Brewster,  Isaac  AUer- 
ton,  Miles  Standish,  and  John  Alden ;  the  latter  being  the  first  to 
step  on  shore  when  the  boat  landed  at  Plymouth,  and  the  fint^ 
therefore,  to  set  his  foot  on  the  Pilgrim  Rock. 
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The  first  goveropr  elected  by  the  suffrages  of  all  was  John  Car- 
ver, and  the  head'^of  the  first  exploring  party  was  Miles  Standisb. 
On  the  13th  of  November  the  wives  of  the  pilgrims  were  set  on 
shore  to  wash,  and  a  party  of  the  men  was  formed  to  explore  the 
interior.  These  ranged  the  woods  for  several  days,  and  saw  five 
Indians  at  a  distance,  but  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  draw  near. 
They  found,  however,  a  ship's  kettle,  some  European  garments^ 
knives,  pack-needles,  and  pieced  of  old  iron,  which  were  subse* 
quently  ascertained  to  be  parts  of  the  wreck  of  a  French  vessel 
driven  on  the  coast.  Some  Indian  dwellings  were  also  found,  but 
their  inmates  had  all  deserted. 

The  result  of  their  investigations  was  not  sufficiently  encouia^ 
ging  to  induce  them  to  settle  at  Cape  Cod,  so  that,  after  farther  ex* 
plorations,  they  determmed  on  fixing  themselves  at  the  spot  tbe^ 
called  by. the  Indians  Pawtuxet,  where  Plymouth  now  stands;  and 
on  the  11th  of  December,  old  style,  corresponding  with  the  22d, 
or,  in  stricter  accuracy,  with  the  21st  of  DeccEober,  new  style, 
1620,  they  made  their  first  landing  on  the  Plymouth  Rock.  Their 
first  care  was  to  construct  a  shed  or  temporary  house  that  should 
serve  for  the  shelter  of  all  while  separate  dweUmgs  were  building  { 
and  this  shed,  of  20  feet  square,  at  which  every  individual  labour* 
ed  amid  the  most  inclement  weather,  was  completed  in  a  few  day& 

After  this  the  land  was  apportioned  in  lots  of  three  poles  in 
length  and  half  a  pole  in  breadth  for  each  family's  house  and 
garden,  which  were  to  be  built  on  each  side  of  a  uniform  street, 
for  better  security  against  the  Indians ;  and  this  street,  ascending 
up  from  the  water  at  right  angles  with  the  shore,  was  the  Leyden- 
street  of  the  old,  as  it  continues  to  be  of  the  existing  town,  though 
the  original  dwellings  have  been  all  replaced  by  larger  and  more 
substantial  ones.  The  common  dwelling,  indeed,  was  burned  down 
by  fire  so  early  as  the  21st  of  January,  1621 ;  and  before  April  of 
the  same  year,  disease  had  committed  such  ravages  among  their 
little  band  that  only  55  survived  out  of  the  101  that  came  out  in 
the  Mayflower.  Among  the  deceased  was  Governor  Carver,  whose 
short  term  of  authority  had  only  endeared  him  the  more  to  those 
over  whom  it  was  so  mildly  and  equitably  exercised. 

Though  he  died,  however,  full  of  honours,  and  was  remembered 
by  all  who  survived  him,  it  is  already  uncertain  where  his  body 
was  interred,  and  no  stone  or  other  monument  either  marks  the 
place  of  his  burial  or  records  his  virtues.  The  tradition  is,  that 
all  the  early  victims  were  buried  on  a  spot  called  Cole's  Hill,  near 
the  beach,  and  that,  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  Indians  came 
among  them,  the  survivers  caused  all  the  graves  to  be  ploughed 
and  sown  over  with  corn,  to  prevent  the  Indians  seeing  them,  and 
thence  inferring  the  numbers  of  the  dead,  by  which  it  was  feared 
that  they  might  infer  the  weakness  of  the  settlement,  and  thus  be 
induced  to  attack  it  in  the  confidence  of  victory. 
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It  was  not  till  the  16th  of  March,  1621,  that  the  aettlem  had  an 
interriew  with  any  native  Indian,  when  a  chief  named  Samoaet^ 
who  had  journeyed  down  from  the  country  of  Monhig^n,  now  the 
Skate  of  Maine,  entered  the  settlement,  and,  advancmg  toward* 
the  place  where  he  saw  many  of  the  settlers  assembled,  address^ 
them  in  broken  Endish,  saying,  **  Welcome !  Ei^lishmen ;  wel* 
come!  Englishmen,''  to  the  great  surprise  and  joy  of  all  who 
ktturd  him.  It  s^peared  that  he  had  learned  from  the  captains  of 
the  English  fishing  vessels  frequentmgr  his  coast  sufficient  of  the  .  ^  i 

language  to  make  himself  understood;  and  he  communicated  to  ' 

the  setuers  the  fact  that^  about  four  years  before  their  landing  here, 
a  severe  sickness  had  carried  oif  all  the  native  inhabitants,  whidi 
accounted  for  the  fewness  of  the  Indians  they  had  yet  seen. 
-  He  farther  represented  that  in  the  neighbourhood  were  still  a 
large  tribe  called  the  Nausets,  who  were  jpstly  incensed  against 
the  Eng;Iish,  as,  only  a  few  years  ago,  an  English  captain  named 
Hunt  (visiting  this  place  under  the  orders  of  the  celebrated  Cap- 
tain Smith,  the  first  settler  of  Virginia)  had  taken  on  board  20  In- 
dians from  Pawtuxet  and  seven  from  the  Nausets,  and  carried 
them  off  to  Malaga  in  Spain,  where  he  sold  them  as  slaves  at  201. 
a  head ;  so  early  in  the  historjr  of  this  country  had  the  cupidity  ot 
the  English  introduced  the  odious  practice  of  kidnapping,  and  the 
atrocious  traffic  of  the  slave-trade. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1621,  the  first  treaty  was  made  with  the  few 
Indians  belonging  to  the  tribe  who  formerly  inhabited  Pawtuxet ; 
when  the  chief  or  sagamore,  named  Massasoit,  with  Quadequina^ 
his  brother,  and  others  of  their  tribe,  met  the  English  settlers  on  an 
adjoining  eminence  called  Watson's  Hill.    It  was  necessarv,  how-  ^ 

ever,  to  offer  presents  to  induce  the  Indians  to  treat,  and  tne  gov- 
ernor **  sent  Mr.  Winslow  to  the  chie&  with  a  pair  of  knives,  a 
copper  chain  with  a  jewel  in  it  for  the  king,  and  for  Quadequina 
a  Icnife,  and  a  jewel  to  hang  in  his  ear ;  a  po^  o^  Strang  water 
(probably  ardent  spirits),  a  quantity  of  biscuits,  and  some  butter,  all 
of  which  were  well  received ;"  so  early  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  Indians  did  the  English  introduce  among  them  the  frital  curse 
of  intoxicating  drinks.  The  record  of  the  interview  that  followed 
this  is  sufficiently  curious  to  be  given  entire. 

*^  Winslow  addressed  Massasoit  in  the  name  of  King  James,  assoring 
him  that  the  kin^  saluted  him  with  words  of  love  and  peace,  and  did  ac- 
cept of  him  as  his  fheiid  and  ally;  and  that  the  governor  deaired  to  see 
him,  and  confirm  a  trade  and  peace  with  him  as  his  next  neighbour. 
Massasoit  was  well  pleased  with  the  speech,  and,  after  eating  ana  drink- 
ing, gave  the  remams  to  his  people.  He  looked  on  Mr.  Winslow^s 
swoiS  and  armour  with  a  desire  to  buy  them,  but  he  refhsed  to  gratify  ** 
him.  Massasoit  now  left  Mr.  Winslow  in  the  custody  of  QuadM)uina» 
his  brother,  and  came  over  the  brook  with  twentv  men,  leaving  all  their 
bows  and  arrows  behind  them.  Captain  Staudish  and  Mr.  Wilhamson. 
with  six  musketeers,  met  the  king  at  the  brook,  and  each  party  saluted 
the  other,  when  the  kiiw  was  condocted  to  a  house  then  partly  boiUk  i 
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where  were  placed  a  green  rug  and  three  or  four  cushions.  GoTemor 
Carver  now  appeared  with  a  drum  and  trumpet,  and  a  few  musketeers. 
After  salutations,  the  governor  kissed  the  king^a  hand,  who  in  return 
kissed  him,  and  they  seated  themselves ;  but  the  king  all  the  time  trem- 
bled for  fear.  The  governor  called  for  some  strong  water  and  drank  to 
him,  and  he  drank  a  copious  draught,  which  made  him  sweat  a  long 
time  after.  Massasoit  and  his  people  having  partaken  of  acme  frean 
meat,  the  following  terms  of  pea^ce  were  mutually  agreed  to. 

**  1.  That  neither  he  nor  an^  of  his  should  injure  or  do  hurt  to  any 
of  the  English.  3.  If  any  of  his  did  hurt  to  anyof  ours,  he  should  send 
the  offender,  that  we  might  punish  him.  3.  That  if  any  of  our  tools 
were  taken  away  when  our  people  were  at  worii,  he  should  cause  then 
to  be  restored ;  and  if  ours  did  harm  to  any  of  his,  we  should  do  the  Uke 
to  them.  4.  If  any  did  unjustly  war  against  him,  we  would  aid  him ;  U 
any  did  war  against  us,  he  should  aid  us.  5.  He  should  send  to  his 
neighbouring  confederates  to  certify  them  of  this,  that  they  might  not 
wrong  us,  wit  might  be  likewise  comprised  in  the  conditions  of  peace. 
€.  Timt  when  their  men  came  they  should  leave  their  hows  and  ar- 
rows behind  them,  as  we  should  do  our  pieces  when  we  went  to  them. 
Lastly,  that,  doing  thus,  King  James  would  esteem  him  as  his  friend  and 
ally. 
^  The  above  treaty  was  pleasing  to  the  sachem,  and  approved  by  his 
ople.  Ih  his  person  the  king  was  a  lusty,  able-bodiM  man,  and  in 
is  cooDtenance  grave.  His  attire  differed  little  from  that  of  his  peo- 
ple, except  a  great  chain  of  beads  of  white  bone  about  his  neck.  His 
face  was  painted  with  a  dull  red,  like  murry,  and  oiled,  both  bead  and 
face,  so  that  he  looked  greasily.  He  had  in  his  bosom,  hanging  in  a 
string,  a  large  long  knife ;  he  marvelled  much  at  the  trumpet,  and  mads 
some  attempts  to  sound  it.  All  his  followers  were  painted  of  divers 
colours ;  some  were  clothed  with  skins,  and  some  were  naked.  Samo- 
set  and  Squaiiti  tarried  all  night  with  the  English,  and  the  king  Massa- 
soit and  his  people,  with  their  wives  and  children,  spent  the  night  in 
the  adjacent  woods." 

The  first  offence  committed  and  punished  among  the  English 
was  that  of  John  Billington,  "  who  shipped  on  board  the  Mayflow- 
er in  London,  and  was  not  of  the  company.''  He  was  charged 
with  contempt  of  the  captain's  lawful  commands,  and  with  utter> 
ing  opprobrious  speeches ;  and,  afler  being  tried  by  the  whole  com* 

Cany,  he  was  sentenced  to  have  his  neck  and  heels  tied  toeetber ; 
ut  on  bumbling  himself  and  craving  pardon,  and  its  being  his 
first  ofEence,  he  was  released  before  the  full  time  for  which  he  was 
sentenced  had  expired.  Not  long  after,  two  servants  of  one  of  the 
Pilgrims  were  arraigned  before  the  company  for  trial,  having  fought 
a  duel  with  sword  and  dagger,  in  which  both  were  wounded ;  and 
for  this  offence  they  were  sentenced  to  have  their  head  and  heeb 
tied  together,  and  to  remain  in  that  situation  for  24  hours  without 
food  or  drink. 

From  this  period  onward  the  settlers  made  excursions  into  the 
interior,  and  ^om  day  to  day  strengthened  their  alliances  with  the 
native  Indians  around  them,  their  intercourse  being  marked  by 
many  curious  incidents  expressive  of  the  surprise  felt  by  the  In- 
dians on  seeing  the  persons,  arms,  and  dresses  of  their  new  visiters. 
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The  qettlers  had  hitherto  behaved  with  justice  and  generosity  to 
the  natives,  and  had  thus  progressively  won  their  fnenddiip  and 
esteem  to  such  an  extent,  that  by  the  month  of  September,  1621, 
when  they  had  not  been  more  than  nine  months  in  the  country, 
they  obtamed  the  assent  of  nine  Indian  sachems  or  chiefs  to  sign 
their  declaration  of  allegiance  to  King  James,  the  reigning  sover- 
ogn  of  Great  Britain,  as  their  lawfully-acknowledged  monarch,  to  « 
whom  they  pledged  their  allegiance. 

On  the  9th  of  November  in  the  same  year,  1621,  the  Fortune,  a  .^        ^ 
small  vessel  of  55  tons  burden,  arrived  at  Cape  Cod,  bringing  Mr.  ^ 

Cushman  and  35  passengers  to  join  the  settlement.  The  re-enforce- 
ment was  very  seasonable ;  as,  soon  after  their  arrival,  the  Indians 
of  the  Naraganset  tribe,  who  were  long  suspected  of  being  hostile, 
s^nt  a  messenger  to  the  English  settlement  with  a  bundle  of  ar- 
rows tied  togetner  with  a  snake's  skin.  This  the  English  received 
as  a  war-challenge ;  and  Governor  Bradford  assured  the  chief  sa«  ^ 
chem,  Cannonicus,  that  if  they  loved  war  they  might  begin  it,  as 
he  was  not  unprepared.  He  accordingly  sent  back  by  ue  same 
Indian  messenger  the  snake's  skin  stu£ted  with  gunpowder  and 
bullets,  with  the  verbal  nessage  of  defiance.  This  produced  the 
desired  effect ;  for  the  Indians  were  so  afraid  that  they  would  not 
touch  the  snake's  skin,  ncr  even  receive  it,  but  sent  it  back  to  the 
English  unopened. 

The  Indians,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  English  having  any 
intercourse  with  them,  had  shown  a  great  propensity  to  thieving ; 
and  one  of  the  instances  in  which  they  evmced  this  propensity  is 
ttius  amusingly  related  in  the  annals  of  the  settlers.  It  occurred  in 
the  month  of  January,  1622,  little  more  than  a  year  after  the  first 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims. 

"  Captain  Standish  made  frequent  successful  excursions  during  the 
winter  to  traffic  for  com  and  furs.  While  his  shallop  lay  in  a  creek  at 
Nauset,  an  Indian  stole  from  him  some  beads,  scissors,  and  other  tri« 
iles.  Standish  complained  tc  the  sachem,  and  threatened  him  and  his 
people  with  punishment  unless  they  were  restored.  The  next  day  the 
sachem,  with  a  number  of  his  men,  appeared  to  make  satisfaction.  First, 
by  way  of  salutation,  he  thrust  out  his  tongue  to  its  full  length,  and  drew 
it  across  the  captain's  wrist  and  hand  to  his  fingers*  ends.  Next  be 
attempted  to  bow  the  knee  in  imitation  of  the  English,  having  been  in< 
structed  by  Squanto.  All  his  nen  followed  his  example,  but  in  so  awk- 
ward a  manner  that  the  Englis'a  could  scarce  refrain  from  breaking  out 
in  open  laughter.  After  this  ceremony  he  delivered  back  the  stolen 
gooas,  assuring  the  captain  that  he  had  punished  the  thief.  He  then  di- 
rected the  women  to  make  som3  bread  for  the  company,  and  expressed 
his  sorrow  for  the  theft,  and  was  glad  to  be  reconciled.* 

There  were  among  these,  however,  many  who  possessed  merit 
themselves,  and  who  could  appreciate  it  in  others ;  as,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  death  of  Massasoit,  one  of  the  leading  chiefe,  the  fol-  ,^ 
lowing  disinterested  eulogy  was  passed  on  him  by  one  of  his  nation : 

M  While  I  hve,**  said  this  sorrowing  native, ''  I  shall  never  see  hit  Uk$ 


468  STATE  OF  MASSlCRUasm. 

.  among  the  Indians ;  he  was  no  liar,  he  was  not  bloodf  and  croel,  like 
other  Indians.  In  anger  and  pas^on  he  was  soon  reclaimed,  easy  to  be 
reconciled  towards  such  as  had  oflfended  him,  ruled  by  reason,  not  scorn* 
ing  the  advice  of  mean  men;  governing  his  men  better  with  few  strokes 
than  others  did  with  many,  truly  loving  where  he  did  love,  and  fearing 
that  the  English  had  not  a  faithnil  frieoMl  left  among  the  Indians.** 

In  March,  1623,  there  arrived  other  vessels  to  join  the  colony, 
the  Ann  and  the  Little  James,  the  last  of  which  was  only  44  tons, 
and  yet  conveyed  60  passengers,  as  well  as  goods  and  merchan- 
Mk  dise ;  and  when  one  considers  the  class  of  vesseb  now  used  for  the 
Atlantic  voyage,  rarely  ever  less  than  300  tons,  it  is  impossible  not 
to  admire  the  hardihood  and  courage  of  these  early  adventurers, 
in  sailing  across  this  sea  with  60  passengers  in  so  small  a  bark  as 
the  Little  James. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  their  provisbns  became  so  exhausted 
«  that  the  whole  colony  suffered  the  greatest  distress  for  want  of  food ; 
^  f-  they  lived  almost  wholly  on  fish,  without  even  bread ;  and  on  one 
occasion  were  reduced  to  the  small  quantity  of  one  pint  of  com 
among  their  whole  number,  which,  when  it  came  tor  be  divided, 
furnished  each  with  five  grains  only !  In  commemoration  of  this 
distress,  it  has  been  the  custom  ever  ^nce  to  place  on  each  plate 
at  the  annual  dinner  on  **  ForefiBithers'  Day^  five  single  grains  of 
parched  corn,  by  which  the  guests  are  made  to  fed  how  mdX 
must  have  been  the  privation  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  when  uese 
constituted  their  whole  stock  of  food. 

In  the  first  years  of  their  settlement  they  had  enjoyed  conmiuni- 
ty  of  property  in  every  respect ;  but  in  this  year,  1623,  the  common 
stock  was  divided  amon^  the  members  of  the  community,  and  cer- 
tain lots  of  land  were  assigned  to  each  individual,  so  that,  after  tins, 
all  laboured  on  their  own  account. 

It  was  in  this  year  also  that  the  trial  by  jury  was  first  ordained 
to  be  observed  in  legal  proceedings,  according  to  the  following  or* 
dinance,  which  is  thus  entered  in  the  records  of  the  colony : 

"  It  is  ordained,  this  17th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1633,  by  this  court, 
there  held,  that  all  criminal  facts,  and  ateo  all  matters  of  trespass  and 
debts  between  man  and  man,  shall  be  tried  by  the  verdict  of  twelve  hon- 
est men,  to  be  impanelled  by  authority,  in  form  of  a  jury  upon  their 
oaths." 

In  1624  Mr.  Edward  Winslow  was  sent  to  England,  as  an  agent 
for  the  colony,  to  procure  supplies  of  provisions  and  clothing ;  and, 
after  being  absent  six  months,  he  returned  with  the  requisite  sup* 
plies,  including,  among  other  things,  three  heifers  and  a  bull, 
•'  which," say  the  records,"  were  the  first  neat  cattle  imported  into 
Plymouth,  the  settlers  being  wholly  destitute  of  milk  for  the  first 
four  years." 

About  this  time  a  person  named  Oldham,  having  behaved  with 
great  treachery  and  wickedness,  was  convicted  of  the  crimes  laid 
to  his  charge,  and  banished  from  the  colony ;  but,  returning  agsun 
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mfter  t  short  period,  though  he  had  made  full  confession  of  his  guilt, 
tad  expressed  contrition  for  his  offences,  he  was  compelled  to  un- 
dergo this  punishment : 

'^He  was  made  to  run  the  gauntlet  through  a  double  file  of  armed 
men,  and  each  man  was  ordered  to  give  him  a  blow  as  he  passed  with 
the  butt-end  of  his  musket,  saying  at  the  same  time, '  Go  and  mend 
your  manners  */  he  was  then  conducted  to  his  boat,  which  lay  at  the 
water-side,  for  his  departure/'  ^ 

The  first  execution  for  crime  that  took  place  in  the  colony  wa& 
in  1630,  when  John  Billington  was  indicted  for  murder,  found 
guilty,  and  hung.     Governor  Bradford  says  of  him : 

*'  He  was  one  of  the  profanest  among  us.  He  was  from  London,  and 
I  know  not  by  what  means  shuffled  into  our  company.  We  used  all 
due  means  about  his  trial ;  he  was  found  guilty,  botn  by  grand  aiMl  petit 
Jury ;  and  we  took  the  advice  of  Mr.  Winthrop  and  others,  the  ablest 
gentlemen  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  who  all  concurred  with  us  that  hi  « 
ought  to  die,  and  the  land  be  purged  from  blood." 

In  1633  the  colony  was  visited  by  a  severe  sickness,  which  car^ 

ried  off  great  numbers ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  was 

preceded,  in  the  year  before,  by  the  appearance  of  what  are  now 

thought  to  have  been  locusts,  but  which  are  thus  described  by  Uie 

writers  of  that  day : 

**  The  spring  before  this  sickness  there  was  a  numerous  company  of 
flies,  which  were  like  for  bigness  unto  wasps  and  humble-bees ;  thej 
came  out  of  little  holes  in  the  ground,  and  did  eat  up  the  green  things^ 
and  made  such  a  constant  yelling  noise  as  made  the  woods  ring  of 
them,  and  to  deafen  the  hearers.  They  were  not  heard  nor  seen  by 
the  English  in  the  country  before  this  time ;  but  the  Indians  said  that 
sickness  would  follow,  and  so  it  did." 

It  was  in  1636  that  the  first  code  of  laws  was  drawn  up  and 
settled  for  the  colony,  as,  previous  to  this  time,  the  communiW  wai 
governed  by  what  the  rulers  and  jurors  deemed  to  be  the  moral  law, 
as  taught  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament  Under  this  patriarchal  ' 
rule  we  find,  between  1632  and  1640,  the  following  entries  of  of- 
fences and  punishments  in  the  records : 

"  Frances  Sprague,  for  drinking  over  much,  fined  10  shillings.  Fran- 
ces Billingham  and  John  Phillips,  for  drinking*  tobacco  in  the  highway, 
fined  19  shillings  each.  Stephen  Hopkins  presented  for  sellina  ^r  for 
twopence  per  quart,  which  was  worth  but  one  penny.  John  Sams,  for 
Sabbath-breaking,  was  fined  30  shillings,  and  set  one  hour  in  the  stocka. 
Thomas  Clark,  for  selling  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs  for  15  shilUngs,  whidi 
cost  him  but  10  shillings,  was  fined  30  shillings.  William  Ady,  for  worki^ 
ing  on  Sunday,  was  severely  whipped  at  the  post.*^ 

In  1636  a  body  of  laws  was  adopted  by  the  court,  under  tbe 
title  of  the  '^  General  Fundamentals,"  and  this  style  of  enactment 
was  observed  in  them : 

**  We,  the  associates  of  the  Colony  of  New-Plymouth,  coming  hitbair 

*  The  term  **  drinkinK.**  no  doubt,  hM  here  thA  meaning  of  soMkinjr,  and  not  dMWw 
ing ;  and  it  ia  remarkable,  that  with  tho.  Araba,  Turka,  Peraiana,  and  Hindua,  the 
■MideofeipnaaimiiiiaidtOf  **dniikiiif  tubacoTforaiiiokinf  it. 
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as  free-born  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  endowed  with  all  and 
singular  the  privileges  belonging  to  such,  being  assembled,  do  enact,  or* 
dain,  and  constitute,''  Ate. 

It  recognised  the  democratic  principle,  that  no  laws  should  be 

binding  unless  passed  by  the  representatives  of  the  community; 

and  that  there  should  be  a  free  election  annually  of  the  governor, 

deputy-governor,  and  assistants,  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen.    At 

the  same  time,  in  conformity  with  the  prejudices  of  the  age,  they 

Mfoscd  amon^  the  crimes  to  be  punished  with  death  **  rebellion 

^eainst  the  kmg,  murder,  and  solemn  compaction  or  coavemng 

with  the  devil,  by  way  of  witchcraft  or  the  like  !'* 

As  an  instance  of  the  rigour  with  which  these  laws  were  execn- 

ted,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  in  1638,  four  young  men-servant% 

who  had  absconded  from  their  masters  at  Plymouth  and  gone  into 

the  woods,  having  murdered  a  single  Indian  for  the  purpose  of  rob- 

long  him  of  his  wampum  or  string  of  beads — which  was  the  cur^ 

rent  money  of  these  times — they  were  subsequently  apprehended, 

tried,  and,  confessing  their  guilt,  were  all  hung.    Some  of  the  laws 

or  ordmances  passed  about  the  same  period,  as  found  in  the  recordS| 

are  such  as  to  excite  a  smile,  especially  the  following : 

*'  It  is  ordered,  that  if  any  man  make  a  motion  of  marriage  to  any 
man's  daughter  or  maid  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  her  parents  or 
master,  he  shall  be  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  by 
a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  or  corporeal  punishment,  or  both,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  bench. 

**  Any  person  denying  the  Scriptures  to  be  a  rule  of  life,  shall  suffer 
corporeal  punishment  at  discretion  of  the  magistrates,  so  as  it  shall  not 
extend  to  life  or  limb. 

'*  This  year  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  passed  the  following 
order  for  the  regulation  of  the  ladies'  dresses.  *  No  garment  shall  be 
made  with  short  sleeves ;  and  such  as  have  garments  with  short  sleeves 
shall  not  wear  the  same,  unless  they  cover  the  arm  to  the  wrist ;  and 
hereafter,  no  person  whatever  shall  make  any  garment  for  women  with 
sleeves  more  than  half  an  ell  wide  (twenty-two  and  a  half  inches.)' 

**  It  was  ordered  that  profane  swearing  should  be  punished  by  sitting 
in  the  stocks  three  hours,  or  by  imprisonment.  For  telling  liest  a  &xie  of 
ten  shillings,  or  the  stocks  for  two  hours  for  each  lie." 

In  1643  occurred  the  first  union  of  the  New-England  colonies, 
when  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  including  New-Haven,  Bos- 
ton, and  Plymouth,  formed  themselves  into  the  United  Colonies  of 
Kew-England;  and  in  this,  as  has  been  well  observed,  may  be 
seen  the  earliest  germe  of  the  great  general  confederacy  of  the 
United  States.  The  same  severe  and  rigorous  discipline,  however, 
was  still  maintained  in  the  local  government  of  Plymouth,  as  we 
find  by  the  following  entries  in  the  records  of  1650 : 

**  Nathaniel  Basset  and  Joseph  Prior  were  fined  20s,  each  for  dis- 
toibing  the  church  in  Duxbury ;  and  at  the  next  town-meeting  or  train- 
ing-day, both  were  to  be  bound  to  a  post  for  two  hours  in  some  public 
place,  with  a  paper  on  their  heads,  on  which  their  crime  was  to  be 
written  in  capital  letters.  Miss  J.  Boulton,  for  slandering,  was  sen- 
tenced to  sit  in  the  stocks  during  the  court's  pleasure,  and  a  paper,  writ- 
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ten  with  capital  letters,  to  be  made  fast  nnto  her  all  the  time  of  her  sit- 
tiiig  there ;  all  of  which  was  accordingly  performed. 

'*  Jonathan  Coventry,  of  Marshfield,  was  presented  for  making  a  mo- 
tion of  marriage  to  Catharine  Bradbury  without  her  master's  consent. 
L.  Ramsgate  was  presented  for  lying,  slandering,  and  defaming  her 
brother-in-law.  Joanna,  the  wife  of  O.  Mosely,  was  presented  for  beat- 
ing her  husband,  and  getting  her  children  to  help  her,  and  bidding  them 
knock  him  on  the  head,  and  wishing  his  vi(ftuals  might  choke  him.  ^ 

Punished  at  home.**  %  " 

In  1654,  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  Protector  of  the  CoromonwealA  fit        ^ 
England,  granted  a  commission  to  Governor  Winslow,  which  on^  i 

ginal  document,  on  parchment,  is  preserved  among  the  relics  of 
pilgrim  days,  in  the  Pilgrim  Hall  at  Plymouth. 

^The  first  notice  of  horses  on  record  is  in  1644,  when  a  mare  belom- 
ing  to  the  estate  of  Stephen  Hopkins  was  appraised  at  6/.  sterling.  In 
1647,  in  the  inventory  of  Thomas  Bliss,  a  colt  was  appraised  at  4/.  ster- 
ling. In  Joseph  Holliway^s  inventory  in  the  same  year,  one  mare  and 
a  year-old  colt  were  appraised  at  14/.  In  June,  1657,  the  Colony  Court 
passed  an  act,  that  every  freeholder  who  kept  tliree  mares,  and  would 
keep  one  horse  for  military  service,  should  be  freed  from  all  military 
service,  training,  and  watching.  While  destitute  of  horses,  it  was  not 
uncommon  for  people  to  ride  on  bulls ;  and  there  is  a  tradition,  Uiat 
when  John  Alden  went  to  Cape  Cod  to  be  married  to  Priscilla  Mullens, 
he  covered  his  bull  with  a  handsome  piece  of  broadcloth,  and  rode  oa 
his  back.  On  his  return,  he  seated  his  bride  on  the  bull,  and  led  the 
uncouth  animal  by  a  rope  fixed  in  the  nose-ring." 

The  persecution  of  the  Quakers  by  the  very  men  who  had  left 
their  own  country  expressly  to  enjoy  relidous  freedom,  is  a  part  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  jus-  m 

tify,  or  even  excuse.    It  was  in  1665  that  the  following  ordinance 
against  them  was  passed : 

'*  It  was  ordered  by  the  court,  that  in  case  any  shall  bring  in  any 
Quaker,  Ranter,  or  other  notorious  heretic,  either  by  land  or  water, 
into  any  part  of  this  government,  he  shall  forthwith,  upon  order  of  any 
one  magistrate,  return  them  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  or 
clear  the  government  of  them,  on  the  penalty  of  paying  a  fine  of  20f . 
for  every  week  that  they  shall  stay  in  the  government  after  warning. 
A  more  severe  law  was  afterward  passed.  *  It  is  therefore  enacted  l^ 
the  court  and  authoritv  thereof,  that  no  Quaker,  or  person  commonly  so 
called,  be  entertained  by  any  person  or  persons  within  this  government, 
under  penalty  of  5/.  for  every  such  default,  or  be  whipped.'  '* 

The  Quakers  of  this  period  were,  however,  very  different  per« 
sons  from  those  who  bear  the  same  name  now ;  and  who,  as  a  sect 
or  class,  may  fairly  be  ranked  among  the  most  intelligent,  orderly, 
upright,  meek,  ana  charitable  of  men ;  and  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
give  a  single  example  of  the  fierce  and  vindictive  spirit  by  which 
some  of  the  early  Quakers  were  animated,  to  show  that  the  Pilgrims 
bad  great  provocations  from  them,  to  say  the  least  The  case  of 
Humphrey  Norton  is  sufficient  to  establish  this.  This  man,  when 
sentenced  to  be  removed  from  the  colony,  addressed  the  govemort 
Thomas  Prince,  on  the  b^ocb,  by  saying : 
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" '  PrincOy  thou  \ytei ;  Thomas,  thou  art  a  maliciom  man ;  thy  clam- 
orous tongue  I  regard  no  more  than  the  dust  under  my  feet ;  and  thou 
«n  like  a  scolding  woman,  as  thou  pratest  and  deridest  me.'    Norton 
afterward  addressed  the  governor  by  letter  in  such  language  as, '  Thom- 
as Prince,  thou  hast  bent  thy  heart  to  work  wickedness,  and  with  thy 
tongue  hast  set  forth  deceit ;  thou  iroaginest  mischief  upon  thy  bed,  and 
hatchest  thy  hatred  in  thy  secret  chamber ;  the  strength  of  darkness  is 
over  thee,  and  a  roaliciois  mouth  hast  thou  opened  against  God  and  hia 
anointed,  and  with  thy  tongue  and  lips  hast  thou  uttered  perverse  things; 
. ,         thou  hast  slandered  the  innocent  by  railing,  lying,  and  false  accusations, 
.  «i         fend  with  thy  barbarous  heart  hast  thou  caused  their  blood  to  be  shed,' 
'^  Ste.f  &c.    'John  Alden  is  to  thee  like  unto  a  packhorse,  whereupon 

thou  layest  thy  beastly  bag;  cursed  are  all  they  that  have  a  hand  there- 
in; the  cry  of  vengeance  will  pursue  thee  day  and  night*  AAer  contin- 
uing in  this  strain  at  great  length,  he  closed  with,  'The  anguish  and  pain 
that  will  enter  thy  veins  will  be  like  gnawing  worms  lodging  betwixt  thy 
heart  and  liver.  When  these  things  come  upon  thee,  and  thy  back  is 
bowed  down  with  pain,  in  that  day  and  hour  thou  shah  know  to  thy 
{^ef  that  prophets  of  the  Lord  God  we  are,  and  the  God  of  vengeance 
IS  our  God.'  '* 

Equally  difScult  is  it  to  justify  or  excuse  the  conduct  of  the  Pil« 

grim  Fathers  in  introducing  into  their  colony  the  practice  of  selling 

criminals  as  slaves ;  and  that  this  was  the  fact  so  early  as  the  year 

1678,  appears  by  the  following  entry  in  the  Old  Colony  records  of 

that  year. 

*'  This  may  certify  that  certain  Indians  near  Sandwich,  whose  names 
ure  Canootus,  and  Symon,  and  Joell,  being  apprehended  on  their  confes- 
sion, convicted  of  feloniously  breaking  open  a  house,  and  stealing  from 
a  chest  of  Zechariah  Allen,  of  Sandwich,  twenty-five  pounds'  in  money, 
they  having  lost  or  embezzled  said  money,  and  no  other  way  appearing 
how  he  should  be  satisfied  for  his  loss,  the  colony  have  sentenced  the 
above-named  Indians  to  be  perpetual  slaves,  and  empower  said  Allen  to 
make  sale  of  them  in  New-England,  or  elsewhere,  as  his  slaves  for  the 
term  of  their  lives." 

In  1685  the  court  began  to  employ  some  of  the  more  intelligent 
of  the  Indian  chiefs  as  magistrates ;  and  when  it  became  necessary 
for  them  to  issue  warrants  for  the  apprehension  of  offenders,  it  was 
required  that  they  should  do  so  in  writing,  and  in  English,  which 
most  of  them  understood  very  imperfectly ;  yet  they  contrived  to 
express  themselves  intelligently,  though  with  an  unprofessional 
bnevity,  of  which  the  following  copy  of  a  warrant,  issued  by  one 
Hihoudi,  an  Indian  ma^trate,  to  a  constable?  named  Peter  Water- 
man, for  the  apprehension  of  an  offender  named  Jeremy  Wicket,  is 
an  example. 

"I,  Hihoudi— You,  Peter  Waterman— Jeremy  Wicket — Quick  you 
take  him— Fast  you  hold  him— Strait  you  bring  him ! 

"  Before  me,  Hihoudi.** 

In  1692  Plymouth  ceased  to  exist  as  a  separate  colony,  and  was 
then  incorporated  with  Boston,  Salem,  and  the  other  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, under  the  new  charter  pitx!ured  for  that  colony  in  this 
year,  and  brought  out  by  Sir  William  Phipps  as  its  governor.  The 
wages  of  labour  was  even  at  this  time  so  low,  that  in  1698 
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^The  town  of  Plymouth  agreed  with  Abraham  Jackson  to  ring  the 
bell,  and  sweep  the  meeting-house,  and  see  to  locking  the  doors  and 
fastening  the  windows,  for  one  year,  for  one  pound  and  ten  shillings.^ 

In  1726,  wild  cats  were  so  abundant  in  the  town,  that  a  reward 
of  ten  shillings  per  head  was  voted  by  the  court  for  every  head 
brought  to  the  assessor,  and  many  pounds  were  paid  annhally  for 
this  purpose  for  some  time.  In  1738  the  following  are  reooarded 
among  the  laws  and  incidents  of  the  town : 

*'  The  town  voted  that  threepence  per  head  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  f^^ 

town  treasury  for  every  full-grown  rat  that  may  be  killed  in  the  town, 
threepence  for  every  blackbini,  and  sixpence  for  every  crow.  And  in 
1744  a  vote  passed,  that  every  male  head  of  a  family  shall  procure  ten 
grown  rats*  heads  or  ten  blackbirds*  heads ;  and  each  male  head  of  a 
family  who  shall  fail  shall  be  assessed  the  sum  of  sixpence,  okl  tenor, 
per  head,  for  each  head  that  he  shall  fall  short  of  said  number ;  and  the 
assessors  are  ordered  to  add  each  delinquent's  fine  to  his  next  town  tax. 

"  A  man  named  Crimble  was  indicted  at  Plymouth  for  forging  a  bond, 
but,  for  want  of  evidence,  was  only  convicted  for  a  cheat,  and  was  or- 
dered to  wear  said  bond,  with  a  piece  of  paper  over  it,  with  the  word 
*  cheat*  written  thereon,  and  to  stand  on  the  courthouse  steps  half 
an  hour.  This  year  square-toed  shoes  went  out  of  fashion,  and  buck- 
les began  to  be  worn.** 

In  1765.  when  the  passing  of  the  Stamp  Act  for  the  colonies  in 
the  BritislrParliament  excited  such  opposition  at  Boston  and  else- 
where, the  town  of  Plymouth  participated  in  it  to  the  fullest  ex« 
tent,  and  the  sentiments  entertamed  by  the  descendants  of  the  Pil- 

r*  n  Fathers  were  worthy  of  the  sires  from  whence  they  sprung, 
their  instructions  to  the  representatives  in  the  Legislature,  they 
use  this  bold  and  manly  language : 

^  We  likewise,*'  say  the  instructions,  '*  to  avoid  disgracing  the  mem- 
ories of  our  ancestors,  as  well  as  the  reproaches  of  our  own  conscien- 
ces and  the  curses  of  posterity,  recommend  it  to  you  to  obtain,  if  possi- 
ble, in  the  honourable  House  of  Representr.tives  in  this  province,  fuil  and 
explicit  assertions  of  our  rights,  and  to  have  the  san>e  entered  on  their 
public  records,  that  all  generations  yet  to  come  may  be  convinced  that 
we  have  not  only  a  just  sense  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  but  that  we 
never  (with  submission  to  Divine  Providence)  will  be  slaves  to  any 
power  on  earth.** 

Plymouth  was  among  the  earliest  of  the  towns  in  America  that 
took  an  interest  in  promoting  the  temperance  reformation,  which 
has  since  made  such  progress  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  although 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  Plymouth  was  more  afflicted  than 
many  other  towns  by  the  evil  it  sought  to  remedy.  But  the  fol- 
lowing  record  of  the  year  1816,  dated  the  17th  of  May  in  that  year, 
is  honourable  to  the  wisdom  and  philanthropy  of  those  who  origi- 
nated the  inquiry  and  made  the  report,  which  is  adverted  to  in  &e 
following  extract : 

"  A  committee,  chosen  by  the  town,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,  reported  *  that  they  are  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  and  with  the  serious  consequences  that 
will  probably  result  to  the  rising  generation  if  some  seasonable  check 
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cannot  be  put  to  the  practice.  Aware  of  the  odium  that  attaches  itself 
to  those  who,  from  official  duty,  are  led  to  oppose  the  views  and  emol- 
uments of  interested  individuals,  we  would  not  leave  to  the  fathers  of 
the  town  to  encounter  the  hydra  alone;  we  would  therefore  recom- 
mend to  every  honest,  discreet,  and  sober-minded  inhabitant  of  the 
town  to  set  his  face  against  the  practice,  as  he  would  regard  the  inter- 
est, pros|)erity,  and  comfort  of  his  fellow-creatures,  and  would  preserve 
the  rising  generation  from  moral  pollution  and  degeneracy ;  and  that 
tkey  would  unite  their  efforts  with  those  of  the  selectmen  and  civil  of- 
fleeiB  of  the  town,  to  discountenance  and  suppress  this  alarming,  this 
ciTiiig  sin.  They  would  also  recommend  that  the  selectmen,  over- 
looking ^l  past  transgressions  in  this  respect,  be  enjoined  peremptorily 
and  perseveringly  to  withhold  their  approbation  from  any  person  whom 
thev  shall  hereafter  know,  or  very  strongly  suspect,  to  be  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  law.  Your  committee  hope  they  shall  be  excused  if 
they  exceed  the  bounds  of  their  commission  when  they  express  their 
firm  conviction  that  a  systematic  perseverance  in  dischaiging  the  pain* 
ful  duty  of  putting  under  guardianship  such  citizens  as  are  notoriously 
intemperate,  will  be  one  remedy,  among  others,  of  the  evil  in  questi<m.*  ^' 

This  attention  to  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  intemperance  has 
been  continued  to  the  present  time ;  and  one  among  many  numer- 
ous benefits  aiising  from  this  is  seen  in  the  fewness  of  crimes  or 
offences,  there  being  at  present  not  a  single  tenant  of  the  jail  of 
Plymouth,  either  civil  or  criminal.  The  jailer  and  turnkey  have 
nothing  to  do ;  and  two  large  distilleries,  which  formerTj  suppKed 
the  surrounding  country  with  rum,  have  been  discontinuea  for  want 
of  custom,  and  their  buildings  are  also  at  present  unoccupied. 

In  1820,  the  second  centennial  celebration  of  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers  took  place  at  Plymouth,  and  on  this  occasion  was 
founded  The  Pilgrim's  Society.  This  was  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  state,  and  resolutions  were  passed  to  build  a 
Pilgrim  Hall,  to  be  devoted  to  the  annual  festivities  accompanying 
the  celebration.  In  1824  this  edifice  was  erected ;  and  a  portion  of 
the  Rock,  which  was  separated  in  1774  from  the  parent  block  on 
the  beach,  and  drawn  by  oxen  to  the  Liberty-pole  Square  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  was  now  brought  to  the  front  of 
the  Pilgrim  Hall,  and  there  enclosed  within  the  iron  railing  that 
now  surrounds  it. 

There  are  at  present  no  Indians  living  in  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
though  there  is  a  small  tribe,  or  remnant  of  one,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. So  recently  as  the  year  1803,  however,  there  were  14  males 
and  35  females,  adults,  anci  15  children  under  age;  and  their  lands 
within  the  township  amounted  to  2683  acres,  which  were  valued 
at  14,140  dollars.  These  Indians  retained  most  of  the  character- 
istics of  their  ancestors,  and  were  dissolute,  treacherous,  and  fero- 
cious. The  dwindling  away  of  their  race,  however  melancholy  as 
matter  of  sentiment,  is  undoubtedly  a  benefit  to  the  general  com- 
munity, as  their  places  are  supplied  by  a  better  and  more  improva- 
ble class  of  beings. 
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The  situation  of  Plymouth  is  one  of  the  very  few  exceptions  to 
the  admirable  combinRtion  of  local  advantages  which  is  generally 
aeen  in  the  sites  of  American  ports  and  dties.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious;  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  who  first  settled  here  had  nochcnce; 
for,  being  driven  unexpectedly  and  unintentionally,  as  far  as  they 
were  themselves  concerned,  upon  this  part  of  the  coast,  at  a  season 
of  the  year  when  farther  exploration  was  impracticable,  th^  were 
obliged  to  content  themselves  with  the  spot  on  which  their  iot  was 
thus  cast 

On  the  ceriilicates  of  membership  given  to  those  who  enrol  tbem- 
■elres  in  the  Pilgrim  Society,  is  an  engraving,  in  which  the  dreari- 
nen  and  destitution  of  the  first  landbg  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  the 
mows  and  gloom  of  winter,  are  attempted  to  be  portrayed,  and  of 
wlucb  the  following  is  a  faithful  transcript. 


The  town  lies  along  the  edge  of  a  group  of  round  and  steep 
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hills,  havmg  before  it  a  harbour  or  bay,  which  is  formed  by  a  long 
low  beach  of  sand  running  almost  parallel  to  it  in  front,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  sea.  Though  this  secures  smooth  water  for  the 
small  vessels  anchoring  here,  yet,  it  being  what  is  called  a  dry  har- 
bour-^that  is,  all  the  water  leaving  it  at  ebb  tide,  and  exhibiting  an 
extensive  flat  of  sand  completely  dry — ^it  is  not  adapted  for  ships  of 
large  size,  and  will  never  be  frequented  as  dgood  harbour :  a  de- 
fect wluch  is  fatal  to  its  maritime  groveth.  l%e  surrounding  coun- 
try at  the  back  of  the  town  is  either  stony  or  sandy,  and  affords  little 
inducement  to  agricultural  pursuits;  while  the  thinness  of  the  pop- 
ulation, and  the  scantiness  of  water-power  and  fuel,  offer  little  hope 
of  its  ever  being  a  favourable  position  for  manufactures. 

The  town  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  any  plan.  The  principal 
street  runs  alon^  nearly  parallel  to  the  water,  at  a  height  of  about 
fifty  feet  above  its  level ;  and  from  this  smaller  streets  lead  down 
over  the  declivity,  at  right  angles  with  the  larger  one,  to  the 
wharves,  along  which  the  smaU  vessels  trading  to  the  port  are 
moored.  The  first  street  laid  out  by  the  Pilgrims  was  called  by 
them  Leyden-street,  in  honour  of  the  Dutch  city  in  which  they  had 
found  an  asylum  before  they  sailed  for  these  shores.  This  street 
still  exists  under  its  old  name ;  and  in  it,  near  the  water,  is  pointed 
out  the  spot  where  the  first  house  was  erected  by  the  exiles  in  the 
Mayflower,  when  they  were  obliged  to  make  one  building  serve  the 
purpose  of  a  general  dwelling  for  the  whole.  This  street  leads 
downward  by  a  spot  called  Cole's  Hill ;  a  mound,  on  the  sides  of 
which  the  first  governor,  Carver,  and  the  fifty  of  lus  associates  who 
died  within  the  first  year,  were  buried.  Their  graves  were  sub- 
sequently ploughed  over  by  the  survivers,  and  com  planted  on 
them,  to  obUterate  all  traces  of  their  burial,  in  order  to  conceal  from 
the  Indians  the  extent  of  their  mortalihr,  lest,  acting  on  this  knowl- 
edge, and  knowing  the  amount  of  their  loss,  the  Indians  should  be 
led  to  attack  them  and  drive  them  out. 

Not  far  from  this  spot,  and  close  to  the  edge  of  the  sea,  is  the 
identical  rock  on  which  the  Pilgrims  first  set  ueir  feet  when  they 
landed  from  the  Mayflower ;  but,  strange  to  say,  so  little  ven^ation 
was  felt  for  this,  or  for  anything  else  connected  with  their  history, 
till  about  sixty  years  ago,  that  this  spot,  which  is  still  called  "  Fore- 
fathers' Rock,"  was  enclosed  and  built  in  as  part  of  a  long  wharf, 
extending  out  into  the  sea.  At  present  its  surface  is  just  level  with 
the  ordinary  road,  and  carts  drive  to  and  fro  over  it  every  day,  it 
being  so  completely  obliterated  that,  unless  some  euide  acquainted 
with  the  spot  should  accompany  the  visiter,  to  tell  nim  where  it  lay, 
be  might  be  standing  on  the  surface  of  the  rock  without  knowing 
it,  and  be  looking  abaut  for  the  hallowed  spot  in  vain. 

In  the  actual  "  town"  of  Plymouth  there  are  about  3000  inhab- 
itants, but  within  the  limits  of  the  *^  township"  there  are  more  than 
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5000 ;  and  at  Duxbury,  an  equaUy  ancient  settlement  about  ten 
miles  off,  on  the  coast,  there  are  nearly  5000  inhabitants  abo. 

The  reddents  of  Plymouth  are  chiefly  engaged  in  the  mackerel 
and  cod  fishery,  coasting  navigation,  and  some  few  local  manufao 
tares.  These  are,  principally,  one  cotton  factory,  a  rolling  mill  and 
nail  factory,  two  or  three  forges,  a  blast  fiiraace,  and  soup  rope* 
walks  far  the  manafacture  of  cordage  and  twine.  The  MMitiOD 
of  the  people  appeais  to  be  more  equal  here  than  even  in  Aneci- 
can  towns  generally ;  there  are  none  very  rich,  and  none  at  all  ae- 
taally  poor.  There  is  a  jail,  which  hai  not  bad  an  inmate  for  many 
months,  and  is  now  to  let ;  and  there  is  a  poorbouse,  but  it  has  no 
occupants ;  while  riots,  crimes,  and  wants  of  any  pr«aing  nature 
are  comparatively  unknown.  It  may  give  some  idea  of  the  gen- 
eral prudoice  and  carefulness  of  the  inhabitants,  to  mention  a  most 
remarkable  fact,  namely,  that  while,  in  American  cities  and  towns 
generally,  fires  are  of  such  common  occurrence  that  a  week  rarely 
passes  without  many  houses  being  destroyed,  and  never  perha{a 
a  year,  here,  in  Plymouth,  it  is  now  just  one  hundred  and  twenty 
years  since  any  dwellmg-house  has  been  defrayed  oi  burned  by 

Of  the  public  buildings  tbere  are  no  les  than  six  churches  to  the 
town  population  of  3000,  which  is  one  to  every  600  inhabitants ; 
•nd  in  the  township  there  are  altogether  eight.  The  Unitarianfl^ 
here  as  in  Boston,  take  the  lead  in  numbers,  wealth,  and  inSuence ; 
and  th^  church,  in  which  the  aimual  oration  was  delivered,  is  by 
hr  the  handsomest  in  the  place.  Immediately  behind  it  is  the 
iteep  nmnd  hill  chosen  by  the  Pilgrims  for  their  second  burying- 
ground.  Cole's  Hill,  nearer  the  water,  bung  the  first ;  and  h«re 
Ute  gravestone  of  Thomas  Clarke,  mate  of  the  Mayflower,  who 
died  m  1697,  at  the  age  of  nine^-eight,  is  itill  legible;  while  the 
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number  buried  i^nce  that  period  on  this  hill  (which  is  now  the  gra-' 
eral  cemetery  of  the  place)  far  exceeds  the  whole  number  of  the 
present  population  of  this  town.  From  the  summit  of  this  burial- 
ground  are  teen  several  other  and  similar  hills,  of  the  same  rounded 
shape,  varying  from  150  to  200  feet  in  height^  and  particularly  one 
on  the  opposite  or  south  ade  of  the  brook,  which  runs  down  nearly 
through  tne  centre  of  the  town,  and  is  called  Watson's  Hill,  bemg 
the  spot  on  which  the  first  treaty  with  the  Indians  was  made,  on 
the  2d  of  April,  1621. 

The  courthouse  and  the  Pilgrim  Hall  mayalso  both  be  numbered 
among  the  public  buildings  of  PlymoutL  The  former  is  a  substan- 
tial bnck  edifice,  forming  one  side  of  an  open  space  called  Court 
Square.  It  contains,  wiuiin,  a  spacious  and  hamlsome  courtroom, 
with  all  the  requisite  offices ;  and  a  fireproof  repository,  in  which 
are  preserved  the  Old  Colony  records  from  the  year  1623,  when 
the  first  division  of  lands  and  cattle  took  place,  up  to  the  present 
time,  neatly  bound  and  chronologically  arranged. 

The  Pilgrim  Hall  is  a  Doric  building,  with  a  portico  of  four  pil- 
lars, the  edifice  being  seventy  feet  in  length  by  forty  in  breadth, 
and  thirty-three  feet  high.  It  consists  of  an  area  stoir,  in  wluch 
are  a  large  schoolroom  for  girls,  and  several  requisite  offices.  The 
main  story  is  devoted  to  the  Hall,  which  is  lofty  and  well-propor- 
tionedi,  lighted  on  both  sides.  At  its  entrance  are  two  anterooms, 
used  (dt'iDe  library  and  museum ;  and  above  these  are  two  draw- 
ing-rooms, communicating  with  the  orchestra  or  gallery,  which  are 
used  for  refreshments.  It  was  erected  in  the  year  1824,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Pilgrim  Society,  and  cost  about  10,000  dollars. 

The  great  attraction  of  the  Pilmim  Hall  is  the  noble  picture 
presented  to  it  by  the  artist,  Colonel  Sargent,  of  Boston,  who  stud- 
ied under  Benjamin  West  at  the  Royal  Academy  in  London, 
and  whose  genius  and  talent  are  admirably  displayed  in  this  mag- 
nificent production  of  his  pencil.  It  was  at  first  painted  as  an  his- 
torical picture  for  sale,  and  the  price  of  it  was  fixed  at  3000  dol- 
lars, or  6001.  sterling ;  but  no  one  being  ready  to  purchase  it  at 
that  sum,  the  artist  very  liberally  presented  it  to  the  Pilgrim  Soci- 
ety for  the  adornment  of  their  hall ;  and  never  was  private  munifi- 
cence more  appropriately  bestowed.  The  size  of  the  picture  is 
fifteen  feet  in  length  by  thirteen  in  height,  and  all  the  figures  are 
above  the  size  of  life.  The  costume  of  the  men  is  that  worn  by 
the  cavaliers  and  military  officers  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First; 
that  of  the  women  is  free  and  graceful,  without  being  peculiar  to 
that  or  any  other  time,  but  such  as  a  skilful  artist  would  select,  to 
unite  freedom  of  drapery  with  simplicity  of  style. 

The  scene  represents  a  snow-covered  rock,  with  a  bare  and  leaf* 
less  tree,  and  all  the  adjuncts  of  the  severest  winter.  In  the  ofiSng 
is  seen  the  Mayflower  at  anchor,  of  the  antique  shape  of  the  ves- 
sels of  that  day.    The  shallop  or  long-boat,  with  shattered  mast 
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^d  rigging,  and  an  English  union«jack  at  the  flagstaff,  raised  upon 
the  broken  masthead,  lies  alongside  the  ice-bound  rock  and  below 
it,  while  in  the  shallop  are  seen  a  seaman  at  the  helm,  and  a  pas- 
senger and  his  wife  in  the  bow,  in  the  attitude  of  fervent  thank- 
fulness, with  clasped  hands  and  uplifted  eyes,  in  gratitude  for  their 
safe  arrival  at  the  shore. 

On  the  rock,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  picture,  is  seen  the  manly 
&;ure  of  Governor  Carver,  whom  the  Pilgrims  had  spontaneously 
chosen  as  their  first  governor  before  they  quitted  the  ship.  He  is 
dressed  in  the  military  costume  before  described,  with  open  neck, 
short  beard,  helmet,  long  gloves,  leather  belt  and  large  buckle, 
short  sword  and  cross  handle.  Behind  him  are  Bradford,  Alden, 
and  Allerton,  similarly  arrayed,  and  all  with  noble  countenances^ 
On  the  left  of  the  central  group  is  seen  the  venerable  figure  of 
Brewster,  the  ruling  elder  of  the  Pilgrims,  with  a  flowing  gray 
beard,  and  daik  but  ample  cloak,  covering  both  his  body  and  his 
head,  just  showing  his  grave  but  commanding  features.  Near  him 
is  the  figure  of  White,  another  of  the  leaders,  bearing  in  his  arms 
the  interesting  child  Peregrine,  who  was  born  on  board  the  May- 
flower during  the  voyage,  or,  at  least,  before  the  landing  was  ef- 
fected, and  his  figure  is  pecuUarly  striking  and  effective. 

On  the  right  of  the  principal  group  are  the  figures  of  V^nslow 
and  his  wife,  with  others,  male  and  female,  of  the  par^;  and 
close  to  the  governor,  bending  in  submission  and  admutlion,  yet 
advancing  in  confidence,  is  the  figure  of  Samoset,  the  Indian  cbirfy 
who  was  the  first  to  give  the  Pilgrims  the  salute  of  welcome.  Ber 
yond  the  Indian  is  seen  the  head  and  bust  of  the  gallant  Standish; 
and  on  the  shoulder  of  Governor  Carver  is  leaning  his  wife,  in  an 
attitude  of  affectionate  reliance,  with  a  countenance  full  of  the 
sweetest  beauty  and  resignation,  her  extended  and  upUfted  hand 
expressing  at  once  admiration  and  apprehension  combined.  A 
group  of  little  children  benumbed  with  cold,  and  a  faithful  dog 
lookmg  up  among  them  in  mute  wonder  at  the  strange  Indian  in 
his  wild,  native  costume,  completes  a  picture  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter for  genius  in  its  composition,  skill  in  drawing,  force  and  har- 
mony in  colouring,  and  subduing  power  in  the  depth  of  the  moral 
impression  which  it  leaves  on  the  beholder. 

I  know  not  that  I  ever  looked  so  long  and  so  often  on  any  pic- 
ture with  such  unbroken,  and  even  mm  increased  satisfaction,  as 
on  this ;  and  I  cannot  but  believe  that,  if  it  were  exhibited  in  Lon- 
don, it  would  have  crowds  of  admirers  of  all  ranks  and  classes.  I 
was  glad  to  learn  that  a  copy  of  it,  on  a  small  scale,  had  recently 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Herring,  an  artist  of  New-York,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  it  engraved,  as  part  of  a  series  of  pictorial  illustrations 
of  the  History  of  the  United  States ;  and  I  shall  rejoice  to  learn  that 
the  engraving  is  worthy  the  pamtimg;  if  so, it  cannot  fail  to  be  ad- 
mired. 
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In  the  Museum  of  the  IKlgrim  Hall  are  many  relics  and  curiosii* 
ties  well  worth  inspection;  among  them  the  following  deserve 
mention: 

1.  The  sword  of  Captain  Standish,  having  on  its  blade,  near  the 
hilt,  an  inscription  in  characters  which  none  of  the  learned  of  this 
country  have  yet  been  able  to  interpret,  as  the  characters  are  wholly 
tnknown  to  them,  being  neither  Roman,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Arabic, 
Persian,  nor  Sanscrit.  On  a  careful  inspection  of  them,  they  appear- 
ed to  me  to  be  Sassanian  or  Parthian,  of  the  time  of  Sapor  and 
Heraclius ;  as  they  resemble  many  of  the  characters  seen  in  the  in- 
scriptions on  the  rocks  of  Persia,  near  Persepolis,  attributed  to  the 
age  of  the  Sassanides,  and  which  the  late  learned  Baron  Silvestre 
de  Sacy,  of  Paris,  was  the  only  Orientalist  who  succeeded  in  deci- 
phering. In  addition  to  this  are  certain  signs,  within  circles,  which 
strikingly  resemble  the  cabalistic  emblems  used  in  talismans  or 
charms  by  the  Eastern  nations.  Under  one  of  the  circles  is  the 
date  1149,  froiji  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  if  the  blade  is  of 
Eastern  origin,  it  was  taken  probably  by  some  English  knight  in 
the  Crusades,  and  brought  to  England,  the  date  1149  being  im- 
printed to  mark  the  year  in  which  it  was  taken.  If  not  of  i^em 
origin,  it  might  be  one  of  the  famed  Toledo  blades,  manufactured 
in  imitation  of  an  Eastern  sword,  containing  the  impress  of  some 
Oriental  inscription  and  talisman,  to  increase  its  value  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  curious  or  superstitious,  and  the  date  be  that  of  its 
manufacture.  In  either  case,  the  sword  would  be  471  years  old 
before  it  came  to  this  country,  and  might  have  been  purchased  by 
Standish  in  England,  as  old  swords  are  now,  by  men  curious  in 
these  weapons ;  for  swords,  when  not  ill-used  or  neglected,  will 
last  a  thousand  years  and  more. 

2.  The  identical  cap  worn  by  King  Philip,  the  celebrated  Indian 
chief,  who  reigned  during  the  period  of  wnat  is  called  King  Phil- 
ip's war  in  this  part  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  in  the  shape  of  an  an- 
cient Greek  helmet,  and  was  worn  with  plumes.  It  is  curiously 
wrought  in  the  manner  of  network,  and  interwoven  with  the  featin 
ers  of  some  red  bird,  so  that  it  must  have  looked  peculiarly  war- 
like, when  fresh  and  bright,  on  the  head  of  an  Indishi  warrior. 

3.  An  antique  chair,  used  by  Governor  Carver  for  purposes  of 
public  ceremony,  and  probably  very  ancient  before  it  was  brought 
from  England. 

4.  The  original  charter  to  the  colony  of  Plymouth,  written  on 
parchment,  granted  by  Oliver  Cromwell. 

In  front  of  the  portico  of  the  hall  is  an  oval  space,  enclosed  with 
a  rich  iron  railing,  within  which  is  deposited  a  large  portion  of  the 
rock  on  which  the  Pilgrims  landed,  taken  from  tne  spot  near  the 
water's  edge,  and  conveyed  up  here  for  better  preservation  after 
the  hall  was  built.  On  it  is  painted,  in  large  figures,  the  date 
1620 1  and  as  the  rock  is  of  granite,  it  may  endure  for  centuries. 
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The  railing  was  placed  around  it  in  June,  1835 ;  it  consists  of  an 
ellipse  forty-one  feet  in  perimeter  formed  of  wrought  iron  bar; 
five  feet  high,  resting  on  a  base  of  hammered  granite.  The  head/ 
of  the  perpendicular  bars  represent  harpoons  and  boat-hooks  alter- 
nately, and  the  whole  is  embellished  with  emblematic  figures  of 
cast  iron.  The  base  of  the  railing  is  studded  with  representatioiis 
of  marine  shells,  placed  alternately  reversed.  The  upper  partfof 
the  railing  is  encircled  with  a  wreath  of  iron  casting,  m  imitation 
of  heraldry  curtains,  fringed  with  festoons ;  of  these  mere  are  forty- 
one,  leaving  the  names  m  bas-relief  of  the  forty-one  Pilgrim  Fa- 
thers who  signed  the  compact,  while  in  the  cabin  of  me  May- 
flower, at  Cape  Cod,  in  1620. 

The  schoob  in  Plymouth  are  of  three  classes:  the  primary 
school,  the  common  school,  and  the  high  school ;  there  is  one  of 
each  class  for  boys,  and  another  for  gins,  under  competent  teach- 
ers, so  that  there  are  no  children  in  the  town  who  have  not  with-' 
In  their  reach  the  means  of  a  good  education. 

There  are  two  hotels,  one  called  the  Old  Colony,  and  the  other 
the  Pilgrim  House.  There  are  two  banks  also,  one  of  which  is 
called  the  Old  Colony  Bank.  Of  the  two  newspapers,  one  of 
which  is  Whig  and  the  other  Democratic,  the  names  are  in  the 
same  manner  calculated  to  keep  alive  ancient  and  local  associa- 
tions, one  of  them  being  called  the  Old  Colony  Memorial,  the 
other  the  Plymouth  Rock.  4 

Though  less  advance  has  taken  place  in  Plymouth  than  in  any 
other  town  in  the  United  States,  compared  with  the  period  that 
has  elapsed  since  its  first  settlement,  yet  this  is  clearly  owing  to  the 
absence  of  those  local  advantages  which  are  in  other  places  found 
80  favourable  to  navigation,  manufactures,  and  conunerce.  Tbit 
great  defect  of  its  position  has  been  already  shown  to  arise  from 
Sie  necessity  under  which  the  first  settlers  were  placed  of  making 
this  the  place  of  their  abode.  The  town  has  partaken,  however, 
of  the  general  intellectual  improvement  of  the  country ;  and  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  if  they  could  arise  from  th^  dead,  and  look  around 
upon  the  spot  which  they  first  saw  as  a  wild  and  wood-covered 
tract,  would  see  it  now  thickly  studded  with  dwellings,  churches, 
schools,  banks,  hotels,  halls,  and  manufactories,  with  two  newspa- 
pers, a  good  circulating  library,  and  all  the  elements  necessary  for 
enlarging  the  understanding  aind  cultivating  the  taste  of  its  innab- 
itants. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  literary  compositions  of  the  Forefathers' 
age,  the  following  lines,  written  on  the  death  of  Governor  Brad- 
ford, in  1657,  and  preserved  among  the  records  of  those  by-gone 
days,  may  be  cited : 

"  The  month  of  May,  by  nine  of  the  clock, 
A  precioas  one  God  out  of  Plymouth  took , 
Governor  Bradford  then  expired ;  hit  breath 
Waa  called  away  by  force  of  crael  Death." 
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But  it  has  been  weD  observed  that  the  mde  rh^mei  of  Hhe  POgiinv 
<^  will  find  an  ample  apology  with  all  who  cooflider  the  circumstan- 
ces and  the  literature  of  their  age,  for  the  glorious  deeds  of  their 
fives  are  more  than  a  compensation  for  the  feeble  strains  of  their 
Verses.  ^'Hitiherto/'  says  Camden,  **will  our  sparldfied  youth 
hrq^  at  their  great-CTandfather  English,  who  haid  more  care  to 
iloe  well  than  to  spetuce  minion-like,  and  left  more  glory  to  us  l^ 
their  exployting  of  great  adSy  than  we  shall  doe  by  our  forging  of 
new  words  and  uncuth  phrases.^^ 

The  last  visits  we  paid  in  Plymouth  were  to  two  of  its  living  an* 
^uities :  Dr.  Thatcher,  the  best  historian  of  the  place,  aged  eigh* 
ty-five,  and  Miss  White,  a  speaking  record  of  past  times,  aged 
ninety-one.  Dr.  Thatcher  had  been  attached  to  the  American 
army  as  a  surgeon  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionaiy  war;  be 
.  Was  personally  acquainted  with  most  of  the  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence ;  he  knew  General  Washington  mtimatelyy 
and  was  present  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre  as  a  ^y ;  he  had 
all  the  vigour  of  mind  and  all  the  enthusiasm  which  an  antiquary 
requires,  and  felt  as  much  delight  as  ever  in  the  study  of  hn  fa* 
Vourite  subjects. 

AGss  White  was  a  most  remarkable  old  lady ;  a  descendant  of  the 
Pilgrim  fiaither  William  White,  whose  son  reregrine  was  bom  on 
board  the  Mayffewer  at  sea.  She  received  us  reclinbe  on  her  bed, 
but  neatly  dressed,  as  for  ten  years  past  she  has  had  out  a  partial 
tee  of  her  limbs  for  walking.  Her  face,  however,  was  remarkably, 
firee  from  the  wrinkles  that  usually  accompany  so  great  an  age ; 
ber  features  were  so  pleasing  as  to  indicate  the  possession  of  great 
,^  i>eauty  when  young,  and  she  had  not  a  gray  hair  on  her  head. 
Her  hair  was  as  brown,  though  not  quite  so  full,  as  that  of  a  worn- 
ttSk  of  twenty-five ;  and  her  cheerful  smile,  firm  voice,  and  intelli- 
gent conversation  made  it  difficult  to  believe  in  what  was,  however, 
beyond  aH  doubt,  that  she  was  really  ninety-one  years  of  age.  She 
described  her  sight  as  perfectly  good ;  and  her  constant  occupation 
of  knitting,  sewmg,  oi  reading  had  never  yet  relaxed  or  become 
pamful. 

The  room  in  which  she  lived  was  in  a  house  more  than  200 
years  old,  and  one  of  the  earliest  of  those  built  in  the  colony.  It 
was  of  wood,  but  constructed  >nth  great  strength,  and  the  exact 

Eattern  of  an  English  house  of  ^  same  period :  a  central  door, 
>w,but  wide,  with  a  large  handle-shaped  brass  knocker  (of  which 
we  saw  more  in  Plymouth  than  in  any  other  town),  with  a  broad 
entrance  hall,  and  rooms  on  each  side.  The  house  was  two  stories 
in  hdgfat,  but  the  ceilings  were  very  low ;  and  across  those  of  the 
larger  rooms  extended  a  thick  and  heavy  beam  of  wood  laid  flat, 
and  not  endwise,  as  in  modem  buildings. 

Miss  White's  room  was  called  "  the  cabm  of  the  Mayflower;" 
and  it  was  certainly  the  most  perfect  cabinet  of  antiquities  we  had 
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jrt  seen.  The  chair  osed  by  GrOTemor  Carver  on  board  the  May- 
flower, made  of  old  English  oak,  with  the  stable  for  lashioj^  it  to 
the  ship's  deck  in  stormy  weather,  was  a  prominent  article  m  tbii 
fomiture :  the  other  chairs  were  of  the  old,  high-backed  Ei^gl^ 
fashion,  the  seats  stuffed  with  hair,  the  wood  of  dark  mahogany^ 
the  covering  of  striped  black  stuff.  The  old  chest  of  drawei% 
with  fanciful  brass  handles;  the  oak-framed,  horizontal^ailpd 
glass  over  the  chimneypiece ;  the  little  lion-pawed  mahogaatf 
pier-table;  the  perpendicular  and  narrow  oak-framed  pier-glasfl 
between  the  front  windows,  with  the  dark  green  watered  moreen 
curtains ;  and  the  family  arms  of  the  Whites  and  the  Howlandsi 
both  Pilgrim  Fathers,  hanging  over  the  mantelpiece,  framed  an4 

f  lazed,  as  issued  from  the  Heralds'  College  in  London,  carried  one 
ack  so  completely  to  the  old  English  country  mansions  of  past 
centuries,  that  it  was  difficult  to  feel  one's  self  m  the  New  World| 
and  among  a  yet  infant  people. 

We  indulged  ourselves  with  a  long  visit  to  this  venerable  and 
deeply-interesting  ladv,  and  received  quite  as  much  pleasure  from 
her  lively  and  agreeable  conversation  as  she  herself  seemed  to  de* 
rive  from  the  visit  of  strangers,  especially  as  my  wife  and  soo 
were  both  present,  and  answered  the  many  inquiries  made  of  them 
on  points  that  interested  her  deeply. 

Our  leave-taking  of  the  families  of  Pljrmouth  was  cordial  and 
agreeable  in  the  extreme.  We  had  attended  two  large  parties 
made  for  us  while  here,  and  interchanged  several  more  social  visits* 
Oreat  remt  was  evidently  felt  at  our  short  stay ;  the  lectures  were 
closed  with  more  enthusiastic  approbation  than  it  is  usual  foTd^er^ 
lean  audiences  to  bestow ;  and  we  parted  with  many  a  hope  that  . 
we  should  visit  Plymouth  again. 

On  Thursday,  the  27th  of  December,  we  lefl  Plymouth  for  New-' 
Bedford  in  an  extra-coach ;  and,  after  halting  an  hour  to  take  re* 
freshments  at  the  house  of  our  friends  Captain  and  Mrs.  Lumbard, 
at  Rochester,  we  reached  Fairhaven  at  two  o'clock,  remained  there 
to  dine  with  our  friends  Captain  and  Mrs.  Adams,  and  in  the  even* 
ing  went  to  New-Bedford  to  deliver  a  locture  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Bethel  and  Port  Society,  as  its  funds  had  fallen  into  arrear,  and  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  make  an  effort,  while  the  feeling  of  the 
public  was  strongly  alive  to  its  importance,  to  pay  off  its  debts, 
which  the  proceeds  of  the  lecture  and  the  assistance  of  its  beat 
friends  were  likely  to  accomplish. 

On  Friday,  the  28th,  we  left  New-Bedford  on  our  way  to  New- 
York,  and  travelled  in  an  extra-coach  about  twenty-two  miles  to 
Taunton,  a  small  but  pretty  and  rising  town.  After  dining  at  the 
hotel  we  started  at  three  o'clock  by  the  railroad  train  for  Mans- 
field, a  much  smaller  place,  distant  about  eleven  miles.  Here  we 
shifted  into  other  cars  for  Providence,  at  which  we  arrived  about 
aiz  o'clock ;  and  passing  on  by  another  line  of  cars,  we  went  by 
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the  railroad  to  Stonington,  a  distance  of  forty-seven  miles,  in  two 
hours  and  a  half,  reaching  tiie  latter  place  at  half  past  eight  in  the 
evening.  As  the  moon  was  near  the  fiill  and  was  unusuaUy  bright, 
and  as  the  cars  were  commodious  and  well  warmed  by  stoves  in 
each,  our  journey  was  extremely  pleasant,  and  the  soaety  agree- 
able. 

At  Stonington  we  embarked  in  the  Narraganset  steam-vessel  for 
New-York ;  and,  though  late  in  the  season,  we  found  a  large  num- 
ber of  passengers,  among  whom  were  as  many  ladies  as  gentlemen. 
The  vessel  was  of  the  largest  class,  containing  more  than  200  sep- 
arate berths  or  bed-places,  and  having  the  means  of  making  up 
more  than  300  beds,  including  the  sofas  and  benches.  The  sa- 
loons were  certainly  magnificent,  the  tables  amply  supplied,  and 
everything  that  could  make  the  passengers  comfortable  seemed  to 
be  carefuUy  attended  to. 

During  the  night  we  had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  In  consequence 
of  the  thickness  of  the  atmosphere,  the  greatest  caution  became 
necessary,  and  we  accordingly  proceeded  at  a  slow  rate,  often 
stopping  altogether  for  a  few  minutes,  and  continually  sounding 
with  the  lead  on  both  sides. 

At  daylight,  however,  we  found  ourselves  close  to  the  entrance 
of  New-York,  with  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  city  on  our 
right,  and  the  extreme  end  of  Brooklyn  on  our  left ;  and  after  pass- 
ing the  Navy-yard,  and  getting  among  a  crowd  of  vessels  of  every 
dass,  which  were  thickly  ranged  on  both  sides,  we  rounded  the 
Battery  Point  of  New-York,  and  by  eight  o'clock  were  safely  along- 
side the  wharf,  from  which  we  went  directly  to  the  American 
Hotel,  and,  finding  rooms  there,  made  it  our  abode  for  the  short 
period  of  our  intended  stay  in  the  city. 


This  terminated  our  travels  through  the  Northern  States  of  the 
Union,  embracing  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  each ;  and,  on 
castmg  a  retrospective  glance  over  the  places  visited  and  subjects 
described,  it  will  be  admitted  that  they  are  as  varieH  and  compre- 
hensive as  the  limits  of  the  work  would  contain. 

To  different  classes  of  readers  who  may  honour  these  volumes 
with  their  perusal,  various  objections  to  separate  parts  of  them  will 
no  doubt  arise ;  for  the  tastes  of  mankind  are  as  diversified  as  their 
temperaments,  and  unless  all  could  be  educated  in  the  same  school, 
and  placed  under  the  same  circumstances — study  the  same  subjects, 
and  have  the  same  objects  in  view — it  would  be  chimerical  to  ex- 
pect uniformity  of  taste  and  judgment  on  any  literary  production. 

The  political  reader  would  have  liked,  perhaps,  more  extensive 
developments  of  the  principles  of  republican  government,  and  more 
detailed  expositions  of  its  practical  working.    The  financier  would 
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liave  dadly  exchanged  this  for  more  informatioQ  respecting  th9 
condition  and  solvency  of  the  state  stocks  and  corporate  banka, 
The  geologist,  mineralogist,  and  botanist  would  hold  both  politioi 
and  finance  to  be  inferior  in  interest  to  descriptions  of  Nature  in  tho 
several  departments  named.  The  mercantile  reader  would  thkik 
these  all  misplaced,  if  they  occupied  a  more  prominent  portioi|t 
than  the  information  he  seeks,  as  to  the  extent  and  nature  of  the 
exports  and  imports,  tonnage  of  shipping  employed,  tariffs,  duties, 
markets,'  prices  current,  &c.  The  philanthropist  will  perhaps 
think  that  more  might  have  been  said  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
on  prison  discipline,  education,  and  benevolent  institutions.  The' 
churchman  and  dissenter  will  each  respectively  regard  the  subjects 
of  endowments  for  religious  establishments,  and  the  comparative 
merits  of  this  and  the  voluntary  system  as  of  sufficient  importance 
to  take  precedence  of  every  other.  And  the  general  reader,  who 
seeks  only  for  amusement,  will  most  probably  complain  that  so 
much  space  should  have  been  given  to  all  these  topics,  and  so  little 
devoted  to  matters  of  a  more  light  and  entertaining  nature. 

Amid  all  these  confficting  claims,  the  utmost  that  any  writer 
can  hope  for  is  to  please  that  portion  of  the  community  who  are 
reasonable  enough  to  remember  that  if  a  book — professing  to  be  at 
once  historical,  statistic,  and  descriptive — contains  a  sufficient 
amount  of  information  on  each  of  these  branches  to  justify  its  title 
— and,  in  addition  to  this,  something  agreeable  to  their  own  tastes 
also — they  should  charitablv  condder  uiat  others  require  to.  be  in* 
formed  and  gratified  as  well  as  themselves. 

The  remamder  of  our  travels  through  the  Continent  of  America    ^ 
embraced  a  visit  to  the  Southern  and  Western  States :  from  New- 
York  to  Charleston  in  Soudi  Carolina ;  thence  to  Mobile  and  New- 
Orleans,  by  a  land*joum^  across  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama to  Louisiana ;  up  the  River  Mississippi ;  across  the  mount- 
ains of  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee,  and  over  the 
ridge  of  the  Alleghanies  mto  Virginia ;  and  afterward  across  the 
Cumberland  ran^e,  through  Pennsylvania  to  Pittsburgh,  and  by 
thjB  Ohio  to  Cincinnati,  Kentucky,  St  Louis,  and  Missouri ;  across 
xst  prairies  of  Illinois  to  Lake  Michigan ;  from  thence  to  Macki- 
naw, Lake  Huron,  Detroit,  Lake  Erie,  and  Canada,  includmg  To- 
ronto, Montreal,  and  Quebec ;  Pictou  and  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia ; 
SL  John's  and  Frederickton,  in  New-Brunswick ;  across  the  bound- 
ary-line into  Mame  \  and  thence,  by  Bangor  and  Portland,  to  Bos- 
ton and  New-York.    From  this,  the  original  port  of  our  landing, 
we  embarked  in  the  ill-fated  steamship  President;  and,  after  en- 
countering a  heavy  gale,  and  being  obliged  to  put  back  for  want 
of  fuel  when  nearly  half  way  across  the  Atlantic,  we  completed  in 
her  the  last  voyage  she  ever  made  before  the  fatal  one  in  which 
there  is  now  too  much  reason  to  believe  she  has  perished ! 
It  is  intended,  during  the  present  summer,  to  arrange  and  pre- 
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pare  for  the  press  a  second  series  of  this  work,  to  embrace  as  much 
as  the  same  extent  of  limits  will  admit,  of  the  travels  in  the  South- 
em  States,  which  are  less  known  than  they  deserve  to  be  to  the 
British  public.  And  if  the  reception  given  to  this  portion  shall  be 
sufficiently  encouraging  to  warrant  the  undertakine,  it  will  proba- 
bly be  ready  for  publication  about  the  autumn  of  the  present  year. 
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A   CONTRIBUTION  FOB   THE   COMKBXORATION    OP   THB   FOURTH   OF  JULY,    1838. 

{Referred  to  at  page  54.) 

Hail  !  day  of  joy  !  whose  glad  return 

Hears  a  uDited  nation's  voice, 
"  In  thoughts  that  breathe  and  words  that  bum/' 

Bid  miUions  of  free  hearts  rejoice. 

Thy  dawning  sun  Iook*d  forth  upon 

A  nation  struggling  to  be  free ; 
But,  ere  the  setting  orb  went  down, 

They  had  achieved  their  liberty. 

And  now,  wherever  old  Ocean  laves 

Earth's  coasts,  or  bathes  her  capes  and  isles. 

The  star-bespangled  banner  waves 
O'er  a  bright  day  of  joy  and  smiles. 

Immortal  honour  to  the  brave. 
Whose  hands  first  sign*d  the  bold  decree ; 

Who  rush*d  their  sinking  land  to  save, 
And  vow'd  to  perish  or  be  free. 

But  oh !  while  boisterous  revelry 

Shall  swell  the  loud,  triumphant  sopg, 
And  mirth,  and  Pitching  minstrelsy, 

Bear  the  unconscious  mind  along, 

Let  those  who  love  their  country  most 

Lift  up  their  warning  voices  high, 
A.nd  ask,  of  Freedom  ere  they  boast. 

Is  there  no  other  slavery  1 

No  other  tyrant,  whose  dark  rod 

Rules  o'er  the  land  with  fearful  sway, 
Debasing  man,  defying  God, 

E'en  on  this,  sacred  Freedom's  day  1 

Then,  patriots !  wheresoe'er  ye  be. 

With  one  accord  join  heart  and  hand, 
To  bid  the  enslaved  from  hence  be  free, 

And  chase  the  tyrant  from  the  land. 

"  Who  is  the  tyrant  1  who  the  slave  t 

A  thousand  anxious  voices  cry : 
Alas !  the  tenants  of  the  grave. 

Could  they  but  rise,  might  best  reply. 

The  tyrant  is — Dbstrotino  Dbink, 

Who  chains  his  slaves  in  links  of  fire ; 
The  slave  is  he  whose  manhood  sinks 

Beneath  his  withering  sceptre  dire. 

This  tyrant  carries  in  his  train 

Each  baleful  passion's  poisonous  breath. 
Crime,  Misery,  Want,  Despair,  and  Pain, 
Disette,  Insanity,  and  Detth. 
Vol.  L— 3  P 
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His  Tietimfl  perish  first  on  etrth. 

In  loathsomeness  and  foul  decay : 
And  oh !  dread  thought  for  hours  of  mirth— 

Thej  perish  in  eteroitj ! 

Will  thej  who  love  their  native  land 

See  such  a  tyrant's  rule  upborne, 
Nor  stretch  at  once  their  patriot  hand 

To  hurl  him  from  his  despot  throne! 

It  cannot  be !    Man's  nobler  part 

Yearns  for  his  fellow-suffering  roan ; 
Haste,  then,  each  patriot,  Christian  heait, 

The  revolution  haa  began ! 

Ph !  for  a  Washington's  pure  name, 

A  Franklin*s  mind,  a  Hancock's  seal, 
A  Henry's  eloquence,  whose  flame 

Should  kindle  in  their  country's  weal. 

Ten  thousand  thousand  glowing  tongues, 

To  form  to-day  a  sacrad  band. 
In  every  hall  to  bid  their  sonp 

Swell  high  for  temperance  through  tk«  land. 

For  though  to  Washington  was  given 

The  glorioas  Usk  thw  land  to  free. 
When,  arm'd  by  Justice,  blesa'd  by  Hetveii, 

He  won  a  nation's  liberty  $ 

To  him  whose  tongue  or  pen  shall  raise 

The  second  purifying  fire, 
Topurffe  it  of  ita  worst  disease. 

Till  fell  Intemperance  shall  expire , 

To  him  shall  millions  yet  unborn 

Lift  up  the  hymn  of  grateful  praise, 
And  on  this  dawn  of  Freedom's  mom, 

Honour  him  with  approving  lays. 

And  if,  from  heaven's  high  azure  zone, 

Where  Washington's  pure  spirit  rests, 
His  view  on  earth  should  e'er  look  down. 

To  see  his  country  free  and  bless'd, 

How  would  his  now  still  purer  soul 

Turn  with  intensest  grief  and  pain, 
From  where  Intemperance'  torrents  roll 

O'er  this  fair  land  her  foulest  stain. 

Yes !  and  should  now  a  patriot  rise 

To  save  his  country  from  this  flood, 
Washington's  spirit,  from  the  skies, 

WouU  hail  mm  as  the  great,  the  good. 

J.   S.   BOOKINOHAM. 

Albany,  July  4,  1838. 


No.  n. 

{From  the  New-York  American,  July  20,  1838.) 

See  page  96. 

Lobbying. — ^We  copy  from  the  Journal  of  Commerce  the  report  of  a  trial,  wherein 
the  plaintiff  was  one  of  those  shameless  persons  known  at  Albany,  and,  as  it  would 
aeem,  at  Trenton,  as  members  of  the  lobby,  or  of  the  third  House,  and  who  sues  for 
his  compensation  for  '*  operating"  upon  members  of  the  Legislature. 
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It  is  the  first  time,  so  fsr  as  we  remember,  that  tn  attempt  was  erer  made  to  en- 
force,  through  a  court  of  justice,  contracts  of  such  a  nature ;  and  we  are  glad  to  be- 
Kere,  from  ue  failure  of  this,  that  there  will  be  no  future  attempts :  snd  we  nf  thia 
without  meaning  to  applaud  or  approve  the  morality  of  the  defencnnrhich,  after  ae« 
cepting  services  equivocal  in  their  kind,  pleads  public  morality  ii^ar  of  stipulated 
payment. 

Court  of  Common  Pleas,  July  18.    Judge  Ulshoe£fer  presiding. 

Abraham  S.  Hillyer  «.  John  Travers. 

Lobbying. '■^This  was  an  action  for  work  and  labour,  or,  in  other  words,  for  acting 
as  affent  in  procurinff  the  passage  of  a  bill  through  the  Trenton  Legislature  by  meana 
of  what  is  called  lobbying. 

Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  stated  that  the  defendant  employed  him,  in  the  winter  of 
1837,  as  agent  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bergen  Port  Com- 

Eany,  and  that  for  this  service  the  plaintiff  claimed  2000  dollars,  being  less  than  what 
e  was  fairly  entitled  to.    The  bill  in  question  was  passed,  and  the  defendant  wit 
made  president  of  the  company. 

The  following  are  the  items  of  the  plaintiff*s  demand  : 

1837.  John  Travers,  Dr.  to  A.  T.  Hillyer. 

DoUan. 
To  work  and  labour  from  Jan.  1  to  March  15,  1837,  in  procuring  charter 

of  Berffen  Port  Company 1600  00 

To  board  at  Trenton  from  Jan  1.  to  March  15«  at  two  dollars  per  day  .     .     150  00 
To  money  paid,  laid  out,  and  expended  by  plaintiff  for  defendant     .    .     .    250  00 

To  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  New- York  and  Trenton 100  00 

To  expenses  of  family  in  New- York,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  defendant— 

11  weeks,  at  20  dollars  per  week 220  00 

2220  00 

In  proof  of  the  plaintiff's  services  and  employment  by  the  defendant,  the  depoai* 
tion  of  a  witness  was  read,  which  stated  that  the  plaintiff  had  attended  at  Trenton 
during  the  whole  time  that  the  act  was  being  passed ;  that  he  had  been  desired  to  do 
so  by  the  defendant ;  and  that  he  advocated  tne  passing  of  the  act,  and  obtained  two 
or  three  votes  for  it  in  the  lower  House ;  thst,  while  thus  engssed,  the  plaintiff  had 
treated  the  members  of  the  legislature  to  aeveral  bottles  of  Champagne ;  that  the 
witness  in  question  was  himself  similarly  employed,  and  had  received  100  shares  of 
the  atock  for  his  services. 

From  the  evidence  of  Benjamin  Van  Cleef,  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  had 
employed  the  plaintiff  to  facilitate  the  paasage  of  the  bill,  and  sUo  that  John  Swart- 
woot  had  offered  the  plaintiff  2500  dollars  to  procure  tb«  passage  of  a  bill  of  incor- 
poration for  him  ;  or,  instead  of  tb«  2500  dollars,  to  give  him  25  ahares  of  stock. 
^That  the  plaintiff  waa  employed  lobbying  while  the  bill  was  floing  forward,  and  eD* 
deavoored  to  impn^s  upon  the  members  of  the  Legislsture  the  great  value  auch  an 
incorporation  would  be  to  the  state.  The  different  members  of  the  Legislature  were 
also  Tisited  in  order  to  ascertain  how  many  of  them  were  favourable  to  the  bill,  and 
tbose  who  were  not  were  divided  among  the  lobbiers,  in  order  to  be  influenced  to 
irote  for  it.  The  bill  waa  lost  the  first  time  it  waa  brought  up  from  the  lower  Honse, 
but  the  plaintiff  procured  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  vote  for  a  reconsidera- 
tion. At  the  period  in  question  the  Legislature  entertained  great  diatruat  of  such 
bills. 

Mr.  Van  Cleef  himself  was  also  employed  to  facilitate  the  passsge  of  the  bill,  and 
was  to  be  compenssted  for  his  services  bv  being  appointed  secretary,  at  a  aalary  of 
600  dollara  for  the  first  year.  He  wss  likewise  to  be  psid  300  dollars  per  annum 
for  editing  a  Democratic  journal,  which  the  parties  who  were  getting  the  bill  pledged 
themselves  to  establish,  and  he  was  also  to  have  the  liberty  of  exercising  his  pro&t- 
•ion,  which,  in  addition  to  the  other  items,  would  bring  him  1500  dollars  per  annum. 
The  witness  estimated  the  plaintiff's  personsl  expenses  at  two  dollars  per  day,  and 
two  dollars  for  bosrd. 

On  the  witness's  cross-examination,  he  aaid  that  one  of  the  means  which  the 

aintiff  used  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  bill  waa  by  treating  the  members  to 
ampaone  and  tuppeis,  and  that  he  gave  a  supper  oo  the  22d  Febmaiy,  while  tho 
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bill  wM  pMdiaf .  The  defenduit  hid  pramiMd  to  pa j  *  tifttni-kMptr  *  bfll  wfaich 
theplaintiff  had  incunred  for  114  doUars. 

Tl«  land  in  queation,  in  relation  to  wfaich  the  act  of  incorporatioB  waa  paaaed,  wet 
porcbaaed  by  th^nmpinj  for  160,000  doUara,  and  divided  into  6000  ahaiea  of  atoek 
at  100  dollara  per  ahare,  making  600,000  doUara.  The  abaiea  were  now  40  per 
cent,  below  par.     Col.  Travera,  the  defendant,  is  said  to  be  worth  160,000  doUan. 

The  next  evidence  ibr  the  plaintiff  waa  the  depoaition  of 

Jamea  C.  Zabriakie,  of  New-Brunawick,  N.  J.,  who  deposed  that  he  waa  aaked 
by  Travers  to  engage  in  getting  the  bill  paaaed,  but  be  rainaed.  Travera  aaid  the 
witneas  might  dicute  his  own  terms,  and  if  be  wanted  meana  to  operate  at  Trenton, 
any  reasonable  amount  would  be  furnished  him. 

Q.  What  would  be  a  reaaonable  amount  to  operate  with  at  Trenton  in  anch  a  caae? 

A.  I  abould  have  required  600  dollara  to  operate  with. 

Croaa-ezamined. — Q.  When  you  aay  you  would  require  500  doUara  to  operate 
with  in  aoch  a  case,  what  do  you  mean  by  that  1 

A.  1  mean  I  ahoold  haye  applied  it  in  paying  for  wine  and  terrapin  auppera,  aa  that 
ia  about  as  efficient  a  mode  of  operating  as  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that  aaawer  wine  and  terrapin  auppera  for  the  membera  of  ihm 
Legislature  1 

A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  What  waa  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Hillyer'a  aerricea  1 

A.  He  operated  among  the  members  generally  and  particularlv ;  Mr.  Hillyer  waa 
eateemed  one  of  the  best  lobby  agenta  that  ever  appeared  at  iSenton  for  the  Imat 
•i^t  years.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Hillyer'a  particular  mode  of  operation  waa  in 
this  case.  I  know  the  efficient  mode  of  operation  waa  the  aame  in  erery  eaae,  by 
calling  on  the  membera,  and  impressing  on  them  favourably  in  regard  to  the  meaanre 
before  them ;  aoroetimea  making  the  worae  appear  the  better  reaaon,  and  giving  the 
members  explanatory  suppers.    Such  waa  Mr.  Hillyer^a  general  mode  of  operation. 

On  behalt  of  the  defendant,  counsel  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  on  the  ground  that  the 
entire  contract  was  grounded  on  corruption,  and  was  therefore  void. 

The  court  decided  that  the  caae  abould  go  to  the  jury. 

The  defendant  then  produced  in  evidence  a  receipt  from  the  plaintiff  to  the  de- 
fendant, dated  the  13th  of  March,  for  100  dollars,  on  account  of  the  Bergen  Port 
Company,  which  receipt  counsel  contended  was  in  full  for  all  compenaation  which 
he  was  entitled  lo.     The  defendsnt  offered  no  other  evidence. 

The  court  charged  the  jury.  This  was  an  action  to  recover  compenaation  for  the 
plaintifl'B  tgency  in  getting  a  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature  at  Trenton. 

It  appears  that  the  plaintiff  haa  been  paicl  100  dollars  by  the  defendant  on  the  13th 
of  March,  an4  that  the  defendant  likewise  agreed  to  pay  1 14  dollara  more  for  the 
plaintiff'a  board.  It  may  bo,  end  is  probable,  that  the  defendant  ia  not  bound  by  that 
agreement,  aa  it  waa  eniored  into  after  the  debt  waa  contracted,  and  that  the  land- 
lord  cannot  make  the  defendant  pay  it.  But  it  is  evidence  going  to  ahow  that  the 
defendant  employed  the  plaintiff. 

The  first  question  is,  Is  there  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  ibat  the  defendant  em- 
ployed the  plaintiff!  The  latter  is  bound  to  prove  that  the  defendant  employed  him 
to  go  to  Trenton.  If  you  are  satisfied  that  the  defendant  did  not  employ  ihe  pUin- 
tifiV  he  cannot  recover  on  that  ground. 

The  next  question  is,  Waa  ue  employment  of  the  plaintiff  by  the  defendant  for 
an  honest  purpose,  or  for  procuring  dishonest  legislation^  If  the  defendant  em- 
ployed the  plaintiff  for  an  honest  purpose,  then  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  recovering ;  but  if  he  waa  employed  for  a  dishonest  purpose,  then  he  cannot  re- 
cover. 

The  evidence  as  to  the  diahoneatv  of  purpoae  of  the  two  partiea  in  the  preeent 
tiansaction  stands  about  equal.  Ana  the  rule  of  law  on  this  part  of  the  question  ia, 
that  the  law  docs  not  extend  protection  to  either  party.  If  they  have  both  made  an 
agreement  for  a  dishonest  purpose,  they  must  stand  as  they  are.  The  law  will  not 
allow  either  of  them  to  coerce  the  other.  If  Travers  had  paid  the  plaintiff,  he  could 
not  recover  it  back  ;  and  if  the  plaintiff  contracted  with  Travera,  and  haa  not  been 
paid,  he  cannot  make  him  pay  it. 

It  would  be  going  too  far  to  aay  that  every  agreement  for  compenaation  in  caaea 
like  the  present  one  is  void.  An  agreement  to  compensate  an  attorney  who  goee 
before  the  Legialatarc,  or  a  committee  of  it,  to  advocate  the  paaaage  of  a  bill,  would 


▲FPXHDIZ.  4iN^ 

•niikle  him  to  ncoirar  compematkni.  So  also  an  agretmeDt  with  m  agtnt,  who 
mtkes  ncccniry  eiiiAanatioiM  before  the  LegitUtuie,  has  nothing  in  it  adverte  to 
public  policy ;  and  tnere  ia  no  reason  why  any  honest  man  ahould  not  employ  a^per* 
aon  to  do  so. 

Bat  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  that  and  an  agency  for  using  public  or  pri- 
Tate  influence  personally  on  the  members  of  a  Legislature,  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  act  from  motives  of  private  interest  instead  of  public  good.  Any  sgreement  for 
such  an  agency  is  void.  Any  agreement  to  use  the  influence  of  relations  or  others, 
or  to  use  private  influence  of  any  sort,  would  be  corrupt,  and  all  agreements  of  such 
a  kind  are  consequently  void. 

The  reason  for  this  distinction  is  manifest  If  it  was  not  so,  the  Legislaturo 
would  be  surrounded  by  men  seeking  for  private  objects,  which  concerned  not  the 
public  good,  but  their  own  private  interests  only ;  and  members  of  the  Legislature 
would  be  harassed  into  giving  their  votes  on  the  grounds  of  personal  obligations  or 
private  friendship. 

A  legislator  selected  by  the  people  to  discharge  a  public  trust,  ought  to  discharge 
it  independently  and  honestly ;  but  the  legislator  who  votes  from  priTate  influence, 
acts  dishonestly  and  corruptly.  And  every  effort  to  obtain  votes  through  private  in- 
fluence is  adverse  to  pubhc  policy  and  legislative  purity,  and  at  Tariance  with  every 
sense  of  propriety. 

It  is  tncrefore  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that,  to  procure  votea  by  means  of 
toppers,  or  harassing  legislators  by  making  applications  to  them,  ia  dishonest  in  the 
extreme,  and  that  no  person  can  recover  compensation  for  it. 

This  is  perhsps  the  first  case  in  which  a  party  has  disclosed  all  the  secrets  of  lob* 
b^ing,  when  bringing  an  action  against  the  person  who  has  employed  him.  I  bsve 
given  you  my  views  as  to  the  law  of  the  case,  but  am  not  disposed  to  take  it  for 

C ted  as  to  what  your  feelings  are  in  reflard  to  the  iacts.  With  these  remarks,  I 
,  I  you  will  give  a  fair  consideration  to  the  evidence ;  and  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
if  you  think  that  the  plaintiff  was  employed  for  an  honest  purpose,  you  will  not  re- 
fose  him  compensation ;  yet  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  employed  to  brinff  private 
influence  to  bear  on  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  then  yon  will  not  give  nim  any 
compensation  whatever. 
Tne  jury  retired  for  nearly  four  hours,  and  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  defendant 
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TO   NIAGARA. 

Writtm  at  the  firwt  sight  of  its  Falls,  August  IM,  1888. 

[See  page  139.] 

Hail !  Sovereign  of  the  World  of  Flooda !  whose  majestr  and  might 
First  dazzle,  then  enrapture,  then  o*erawe  the  achinff  sight ; 
The  pomp  of  kings  ana  emperors,  in  every  clime  and  zone. 
Grows  dun  beneath  the  splendours  of  thy  glorious  watery  throne. 

No  fleets  can  stop  thv  progress,  no  armies  bid  thee  stay. 
But  onward — onward— onward,  thy  march  atill  holds  its  way ; 
The  rising  mist  that  veils  thee,  aa  thine  herald,  goes  before, 
And  the  music  that  proclaims  thee  is  the  thundering  cataract's  roar. 

Thy  diadem  is  an  emerald  green,  of  the  clearest,  purest  hue, 
Set  round  with  waves  of  snow-white  foam,  and  spray  of  feathery  dew : 
While  treases  of  the  brigfaest  pearls  float  o'er  thine  ample  sheet. 
And  the  rainbow  lays  its  gorgeous  gems  in  tribute  at  thy  feet 

Thy  reign  is  of  the  ancient  dayl,  thy  sceptre  irom  on  high, 
Tby  birth  was  when  the  morning  stars  together  saqg  with  joy ; 
The  sun,  the  moon,  and  all  tbe  orbs  that  snine  upon  thee  now, 
Saw  the  first  wreath  of  glory  which  entwined  thine  infant  brow. 

And  from  that  hour  to  this,  in  which  I  gaze  upon  thy  strBam,  • 
From  age  to  age,  in  winter's  fioit,  or  •aiBiMi'j  wsituj  hnm^ 
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By  dtj,  by  night,  witbotit  a  ptote,  thy  waves,  with  lood  tcdaiJii, 
Iq  cetseioM  sounds  have  siill  procUim*d  the  Great  Eternal's  name  ! 

For  whether  on  thy  fbrest  banks  the  Indisn  of  the  wood, 
Or,  since  his  days,  the  red  man*s  foe,  on  bis  fstherland  have  stood, 
'Whoe*er  has  seen  thine  incense  rise,  or  hesrd  thy  torrent's  roar, 
Must  have  bent  before  the  God  of  ail  [  to  worship  and  adore. 

Accept,  then,  O !  Supremely  Great !  O!  Infinite!  O!  God! 

From  this  primevsl  altar — the  green  and  virsin  sod — 

The  humble  homage  that  my  soul  in  gratitude  would  pay 

To  Thee !  whose  shield  has  guarded  me  through  all  my  wandering  way. 

For  if  the4>cean  be  as  naught  in  the  hollow  of  lUae  hand. 

And  the  stars  of  the  brisht  firmament,  in  thy  balance,  ersins  of  sand, 

If  Niagara's  rolling  flood  seem  ffreat,  to  us  who  lowly  bow, 

O !  Great  Creator  of  the  whole!  how  passing  great  art  Tbon  f 

fet,  though  thy  power  is  greater  than  the  finite  mind  may  scan, 
'Still  greater  is  thy  mercy,  shown  to  weak,  dependant  man : 
For  him  thou  cloth'st  the  fertile  fields  with  herb,  and  fruit,  and  seed. 
For  him  the  woods,  the  lakes,  the  sess,  supply  his  hourly  need. 

Around — on  high— or  far  or  near — the  onivenal  whole 
Proclaims  thy  glory,  ss  the  orbs  in  their  fiz'd  courses  roll ; 
And  from  Creation's  grateful  voice  the  hymn  ascends  above, 
While  Heaven  re-echoes  back  to  Earth  the  chorus  **  God  is  Love." 

J.   S.    BUCKINOHAII. 
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FIRST   FATAL  GIFT   OF   THE   WHITES   TO  THE  INDIANS. 

By  Mrs.  Sigoubnsy. 

[See  p.  184.] 

They  come !  they  come  !  the  pallid  race, 
The  red  men  gather  from  the  chase. 
From  forest  shsde  and  light  canoe, 
They  throng  that  **  water  bird"  to  view, 
Whose  mighty  wings  thst  near  the  shore, 
They  deem  their  Great  Manitto  bore. 

Frank  is  their  welcome  to  the  band, 

The  ready  smile,  the  open  hand, 

The  proner'd  fruits  with  gladness  pressM, 

The  purple  plum  with  downy  vest. 

The  clustenng  grape,  the  com  sheaf's  gold, 

The  untaught  greeting,  warm  and  bold. 

But  by  what  gift,  what  token  strong. 
Did  Europe's  sons,  renown'd  in  song, 
Mark  their  first  visit  to  the  child 
Of  simple  faith  and  daring  wild  1 
A  cup !  a  cup !  but  who  may  tell 
What  deadly  dregs  within  it  swell  1 
The  sickening  eye,  the  burning  cheek. 
Its  fearful  magic  strangely  speak ; 
And  on  their  turf  of  verdant  dye. 
See  I  they  who  taste  it  helpless  lie, 
Type  of  the  woes  that  soon  must  sweep 

Their  blasted  race  away, 
Down  to  oblivion  dark  and  deep, 
.    With  none  their  hopeless  wrongs  to  weep, 

Or  mourn  their  sad  decay. 
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Yen !  when  the  Old  Worid,  hntiDg,  piMiM 
Her  friendship  on  the  infant  West, 
The  boon  she  brought,  the  pledge  she  giTe, 
Was  poison  and  a  drunkard's  grave. 
Bat  thou,  fair  city,  throned  in  pride, 
Queen  of  the  Hudson's  silver  tide,* 
Well  hast  thou,  by  thy  deeds,  effsced 
This  stain  upon  thine  annala  traced ; 
Well  hast  thou,  by  thy  leal  to  aid 
Temperance,  thine  early  trespass  paid ; 
And  as  the  kneeling  form  that  pressed 
A  Saviour's  tear-laved  feet  was  bless'd, 
So  haat  thou  shown,  with  victor  sway, 
That  love  which  washes  sin  away ! 


No.  V. 
macBiPTioir  in  thb  chvbch  op  oanandaiova,  to  thb  mkmobt  or  patbiok 

COLQUHOUN. 

InUger  vita  MeeUri$que  funu. 

[See  page  S8S.] 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

PATRICK  COLQUHOUN.  E^j.,  LL.D., 

who  held  Lands  in  this  State, 

and  rose  to  manhood  in  America. 

He  waa  bom  at  Dumbarton,  in  Scotland^ 

14th  of  March,  1745. 

He  was  elected  for  three  soccessive  years 

Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow, 

MHiere  he  founded  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

The  Royal  Exchange  Tontine, 

And  essentially  promoted  the  Trade  and  Manufactures  of  Scotland, 

as  evinced  by  numerous  testimcmies. 

He  was  Deputy- Lieutenant,  and  36  years  Justice  of  the  Peace 

for  Middlesex  and  the  adjoining  Counties, 

during  which  period  he  origlnat«l  and  carried  into  effect 

The  Thames  Police, 

thereby  producing  a  Urge  increase  of  Revenue 

to  ue  Government, 

great  iaving«  to  the  West  India  Planters, 

sad  much  benefit  to  the  Merchants 

of  the  Port  of  London. 

He  suggested, 

and  actively  and  successfully  promoted, 

various  plans  for  the  prevention  of  crime, 

for  the  supply  of  food  during  scarcities, 

for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  poor, 

and  for  the  education  of  children. 

He  was  the  author  of  the  treatises 

On  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis  and  River  Thames, 

On  the  Wealth,  Power,  and  Resources 

of  the  British  Empire, 

And  of  various  other  Works  on 

Criminal  Jurisprudence,  Political  Economy,  and 

•  On  the  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

His  mind  waa  fertile  in  conception, 


•  Tlw  cliy  er  llew-Toll^  tbs  caittiit  lalMi 
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Kind  and  beneToIent  in  ditpontieDy 

Bold  and  persevering 

in  execoUon. 

He  died  on  the  25th  of  April,  1820, 

after  a  laborious  life  of  76  years, 

dike  honourable  to  himseif 

and  useful  to 

Society. 


No.  VI. 
ODl   FOR  THE   SECOND   CENTENNI/LL    CEI4EBRATION   OF  THE   SET- 
TLEMENT  OF   BOSTON,  SEPT.    17,    1830. 
Bt  thb  Rkt.  John  Pibbpont. 
[See  page  329.] 

Break  forth  in  song,  ye  trees, 
As  through  your  tops  the  breexe 

Sweeps  from  the  sea  ! 
For  on  its  rushinff  winp 
To  your  cool  shades  and  springs 
That  breeze  a  people  brings. 

Exiled,  though  free. 

Ye  sister  hills,  lay  down 
Of  ancient  oaks  your  crown 

In  homage  due ; 
These  are  the  great  of  earth ; 
Great,  not  by  kinffly  birth, 
Great  in  their  well-proved  worth, 

Firm  hearts  and  true. 

These  are  the  living  lights 

That  from  your  bold  green  heights 

Shall  shine  afar, 
Till  they  who  name  the  name 
Of  rsBBDoM  towards  the  flame 
Come,  as  the  Maffi  came 

Towaids  Bethlehem's  star. 

Gone  are  the  great  and  good 
Who  here  in  peril  svood 

And  raised  their  hymn. 
Peace  to  the  reverend  dead ! 
The  light  that  on  their  head 
Two  hundred  years  have  shed, 

Shall  ne*er  grow  dim. 

Te  temples,  that  to  God 
Rise  where  our  fathers  trod, 

Guard  well  your  trust ! 
The  faith  that  dared  the  sea, 
The  truth  that  made  them  free. 
Their  cherishM  purity, 

Their  gamer'd  dust. 

Thou  High  and  Holy  One, 
Whose  care  for  sire  and  son 

All  nature  fills. 
While  day  shall  break  and  close,  ^ 

While  night  her  crescent  shows, 
O  let  thy  light  repose 

On  these  purlkiUs. 
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No.  vn. 

HYMN   ON  THE   CONSECRATION   OF  MOUNT  AUBURN   CEMBTSRTf 

SEPT.    2i,   1831. 

Br  John  Piirpont. 
[See  page  380.] 

To  thee,  O  God,  in  humble  trust, 

Our  heart*  their  grateful  inceDse  bam, 
For  this  thy  word,  "  Thou  art  of  dust, 

And  unto  dust  ahalt  thou  return.*' 

For  what  were  life,  life's  work  all  done. 
The  hopes,  joys,  loves,  that  cling  to  cUy, 

All,  all  departed,  one  by  one, 

And  yet  lifers  load  borne  on  for  aye ! 

Decay  !  decay !  'tis  stamp*d  on  all ! 

All  bloom,  in  flower  and  flesh,  must  fade  ; 
Te  whispering  trees,  when  we  shall  fall, 

Be  our  long  sleep  beneath  your  shade ! 

Here  to  thy  bosom.  Mother  Elarth, 
Take  back  in  peace  what  thou  hast  given ; 

And  all  that  is  of  heavenly  birth, 
O  God,  in  oeace  recall  to  heaven ! 


No.  viir. 

ODE   FOR  THE   FUNERAL  OF  DR.  8PURZHEIM. 

BosTon,  17th  Nov.,  183S. 

[See  page  384.] 

Stranger,  there  is  bending  o*er  thee 

Many  an  eye  with  sorrow  wet : 
All  our  stricken  hearts  deplore  thee ; 

Who  that  knew  thee  can  forget  1 
Who  forget  what  thou  hast  spoken  1 

Who  thine  eye,  thy  noble  frame  t 
But  that  golden  bowl  is  broken 

In  the  greatness  of  thy  fame. 

Autumn's  leaves  shall  fall  and  wither 

On  the  spot  where  thou  shalt  reet ; 
Tis  in  love  we  bear  thee  thither, 

To  thy  mourning  mother's  breast 
For  the  stores  of  science  brought  us, 

For  the  charm  thy  goodness  gave, 
For  the  lessons  thou  hast  tsught  us. 

Can  we  give  thee  but  a  grave  1 

Nature's  priest,  how  true  and  fervent 
Was  thy  worship  at  her  shrine ! 

Friend  of  man,  of  God  the  servant. 
Advocate  of  truths  divine. 

Taught  and  charm'd,  as  by  no  other, 
^e  have  been,  and  hoped  to  be ; 

But,  while  Wting  round  thee,  brother. 


mung 
ty  light, 


For  thy  light,  'tit  dadt  with  tbM ! 
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Daik  with  tbeel    No :  thj  Cremtor, 

All  whoM  crMturet  and  whose  Uws 
Thou  didflt  Io?e,  will  give  thee  greater 

Light  than  earth's  aa  earth 
To  thr  God  thy  godlike  spirit 

mck  we  give  in  filial  tmat ; 
Thy  cold  clay,  we  grieve  to  bear  it 

To  its  chamber,  bat  we  must. 

John  Pibepont. 


No.  DC. 

HTMN  FOR  THE  MBBTIIfG   ON   BEHALF  OF  THB   SAILOR^S   HOME. 

{Fromtkt  Bo9Um  Evening  GaM€U$.) 

[See  page  iU.] 

IfARiiTEB's  House. — At  the  request  of  the  "  Seaman*s  Aid  Societr,**  Mr.  Buck- 
uroHAM  delivered  a  very  iuteresting  addreea  to  a  numerous  and  highly  respectable 
aadience  on  Friday  evening,  at  the  Odeon,  in  aid  of  the  **Mariner*8  House."  He 
waa  listened  to  with  almost  breathleaa  attention  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half,  while 
be  Epoke  of  the  incidenta  of  a  sailor's  life  in  a  pecnliariy  happy  manner.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Taylor  also  addreaaed  the  audience  in  his  osoal  eneigetic  manner.  The  meet- 
ing was  an  interesting  one,  and  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who  were  so  for- 
tvnate  as  to  be  present.  The  receipu  were  about  600  dollara.  The  following  hymn, 
written  for  the  occaaion  by  ibm  Rev.  Jobk  Pibepomt,  wee  aong  by  the  choir. 

Toss*d  on  the  billows  of  the  main, 

And  doom'd  from  sone  to  sone  to  roam. 
The  aeaman  toiPd  for  others'  nin. 

But,  for  himself,  he  had  no  home. 

No  father's  door  waa  open  flung 

For  him,  **  just  rescued  from  the  vrreck,** 
No  sister  clasp*d  her  arms,  and  hung 

In  speechless  joy  around  his  neck ; 

But  he  was  cast  upon  a  world 

More  dangerous  thsn  the  ocean's  roar. 
When  o'er  his  bark  the  surges  curl'd, 

And  drove  it  on  a  leeward  shore. 

He  had  no  home  ;  and  so  had  He 

Who,  aa  kit  bark  began  to  fill. 
Said  to  the  Lake  of  Galilee, 

When  lash'd  by  tempests,  **  Peace !  be  still !" 

Of  winds  and  dashing  wavea  the  sport. 

By  perils,  while  at  sea,  beset, 
The  sailor  found  himself,  in  port. 

Exposed  to  greater  perils  yet. 

False  brethren  were  his  perils  there^ 

And  perils  bv  his  countrymen, 
And  perils  by  the  sirens  fair 

That  lured  him  to  the  robber'a  dea. 

But  now  a  brother  atands  instead. 

With  open  arma  to  take  him  in ; 
And  spreada  a  banquet  and  a  bed 

That  may  be  tasted  without  sin. 

Yes !  the  poor  seaman  hath  a  Home  f 

We  thank  thee,  God,  for  what  we  aee  ; 
Let  him  no  more  mid  pcrila  rowi. 

But  come  at  once  to  t/  End  Tmrn, 
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NoX. 

INSCRIPTION  ON  THE  YASSAL  MONUMBNTy  IN  THE  KINo's  CHAPIL, 

AT   BOSTON. 

CSe«p.  ill.] 

Sacred  to  tbe  memory  of 

SAMUEL  VASSAL,  Esq.,  of  LONDON,  Merchant, 

ODe  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  lands 

of  this  country : 

a  steady  and  undaunted 

Asserter  of  the  Liberties  of  England 

in  1628. 

He  was  the  first  who  boldly  refused  to  submit  to  the  Tax  of 

Tonnage  and  Poundase, 

an  unconstitutional  claim  of  the  Crown 

arbitrarily  imposed : 

For  which  (to  the  rain  of  his  family) 

his  goods  were  seized  and  his  person  imprisoned  by  the 

Star  Chamber  Court 

He  was  chosen  to  represent  the  City  of 

London 

In  two  tuccessiye  Parliaments,  which  met  April  13  and  NoTember  3, 

1640. 

The  Parliament,  in  July,  1641,  voted  him 

£10,445  12i.  2d. 

for  his  damages,  and  resoUed 

that  he  should  be  further  considered 

•  for  his  personal  sufferings ; 

Bat  the  rage  of  the  times,  and  the  neglect  of 

proper  applications  since, 

have  led  to  his  Family  only  the  honour  of  that 

Vote  and  Resolution. 

He  was  one  of  the  largeat  Subscribers 

to  raise  money 

against  the  Rebels  in  Ireland. 

All  these  facts  may  be  seen  in  the  Journal  of  the 

House  of  Commons. 

He  was  the  son  of  the  gallant 

JOHN  VASSAL, 

who  in  1588, 

at  his  own  expense,  fitted  out  and  commanded  two 

Ships  of  War, 

with  which  he  joined  the  Rojral  Navy, 

to  oppose 

The  Spanish  Armada. 


This  Monument  was  erected  by  his  Great-gnndson 

.  FLORENTIUS  VASSAL,  Esq., 
of  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  now  residijog  in  England, 

May,  1766. 
Vol.  n.— 3  S 
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No.  XI. 

UKSS  ON  THE  LICENSE  LAWS  FOR  SELLING  THE  POISON  OF 

ARDENT    SPIRITS. 

Bt  the  Rvt.  John  Pikbpont. 

[See  page  iU.] 

*<  We  licenee  ibee  for  so  much  gold,** 

Said  they  who  filPd  St.  Peter*a  chair, 
To  pat  away  the  wife  who*8  old. 

And  take  the  one  that*a  young  and  fiur ; 
For  public  sood  requires  a  dome, 
To  eweU,  Uxe  beaTen's,  for  ua  at  Romt.^ 

For  ao  much  gold  we  licensed  thee 

(So  say  our  laws)  a  draught  to  sell, 
That  bows  the  strooff,  enslaves  the  ftee. 

And  opens  wide  the  gates  of  hell : 
For  public  good  requires  that  some, 
Since  many  die,  should  live  by  nun.'* 

Ye  civil  fathers!  while  the  foes 

Of  this  destroyer  seise  their  sworday 
And  Heaven's  own  hail  is  in  the  blows 

They're  dealins,  will  te  cut  the  coid 
That  round  the  fSling  fiend  they  draw, 
And  o'er  him  hold  your  shield  of  lawl 

And  will  ye  five  to  man  a  bill, 
Divoroin^him  from  Heaven's  high  sway  1 

And  while  God  says,  "Thou  shalt  not  kiU," 
Say  ye,  "  For  gold  ye  may — ^ve  may  1" 

Compare  the  body  with  the  soul ! 

Compare  the  bullet  with  the  bowl  [ 

In  which  ia  felt  the  fiercest  blast 

Of  the  destroying  angel's  bresth  1 
Which  binds  the  victim  the  more  fast  t 

Which  kills  him  with  the  deadlier  death? 
Will  ye  the  felon  fox  restrain, 
And  yet  take  off  the  tiger*s  chain  1 

The  living  to  the  rotting  dead 

The  God-conteroninff  Tuscan  tied, 
Till  by  the  way,  or  on  his  bed. 

The  poor  corpse-carrier  dropp'd  and  died, 
Lash'd  nand  in  band  and  face  to  face. 
In  fatal  and  in  loathed  embrace. 

Less  cutting*  think  ye,  is  the  thon^ 

That  to  a  breathinff  corpse,  for  life ! 
Lashes  in  torture  loathed  and  lone, 

The  drunkard's  child—the  drunkard's  wife. 
To  clasp  that  clay,  to  breathe  that  breath, 
And  no  eacape  1  Oh,  that  is  death  ! 

Are  ye  not  fathers  1    When  your  sons 

Look  to  yon  for  your  daily  bread, 
Dare  ye,  in  mockery,  load  with  stones 

The  table  that  for  them  ye  spread  1 
How  can  ye  hope  your  sons  will  live. 
If  ye  for  fish  a  serpent  give  ? 
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O  holy  Ood,  let  light  diTine 

Break  forth  more  broadly  from  aboTe, 
Till  we  coDform  our  laws  to  thine-^ 

The  perfect  law  of  truth  and  love; 
For  truth  and  Io?e  alone  can  save 
The  children  from  a  hopeless  grave. 


No.  XII. 

Pabtino  Hymn,  sung  at  the  Episcopal  Church  of  New-Bedford,  after  the  Farewell 
Sermon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  Sunday,  December,  1838. 

[See  page  445.] 

Gracious  Father  !  now  thy  blessing 
Grant  on  this  our  parting  hour ; 
Truth  on  every  heart  impressing, 
By  the  Holy  Spirit's  power. 
Long  the  sacred  tie  has  bound  as. 
Gladly  teaching,  gladly  taught ; 
While  each  passing  year  around  us 
Still  a  stronger  chain  has  wrought. 

Oft  have  we,  with  common  pleasurOi 
WorshippM  at  this  holy  shrine ; 
Oft  rejoicing  in  the  treasure, 
Read  and  heard  the  Word  divine. 
Oft  in  scenes  of  peace  and  gladness. 
Common  joy  our  hearts  have  felt ; 
Oft  mid  pains,  and  grief,  and  sadness. 
Wo  with  common  tears  have  knelt. 

But,  alas !  the  bond  is  broken, 
Psstor  and  his  flock  most  part ; 
Now  the  farewell  most  be  spoken, 
Saddening  each  and  evenr  heart. 
Precious  moments,  past  forever. 
Sweet  communion,  quickly  gone ; 
But  if  Thou  the  tie  dost  sever, 
Father,  let  thy  will  be  done ! 

Earth  is  fadinff  like  a  Ttsion,  " 

All  things  tend  to  swifl  decay ; 

Death,  as  if  in  cold  derision, 

Marks  the  dearest  for  his  prey. 

"  But  the  word  of  God  endureih,^* 

Chance  and  change  it  both  disdain ; 

And  this  blessed  word  ensureth, 

Faithful  souls  shall  meet  again. 

Part  we,  then,  on  God*s  word  leaning, 
Prayinff  thus  to  meet  above ; 
From  the  Gospel  promise  gleaning 
Visions  of  undying  love. 
There  no  cloud  shall  shade  our  meeting. 
There  no  tears  our  grief  shall  tell ; 
There  no  fear  shall  chill  our  greeting. 
There  no  heart  shall  sigh— Farbwrll. 


J 
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No.  xnr. 

TABLETS   TO   THE   MEMORY   OF   SEAMEK,   IN  THE  MARINERS* 

CHURCH,   NEW-BEDFORD. 

[See  p.  448.1. 
THE  CREW  OF  THE  HIBERNIA 

"^  BBBCTBB  THIf  TOKEN    Or    RB8PECT  TO  THKIR   8HIPIIATB, 

DANIEL  H.  SHIRES, 

OF  NEW-YOEK,  AGED  22  YEARS, 

WHO  WA8   LOST  OTBSBOARD,   AUOU8T    lltb,    1835. 

Suddenly  the  ehafl  of  death 
Flew  to  stop  his  rital  breath — 
Sank  him  to  his  coral  bed, 
Till  the  Sea  ffives  ap  her  dead. 
CherishM  be  nis  memory  pure, 
While  this  marble  shall  endure. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  JOHN  GLOVER,* 

OP   LONDON,   AOBD   22  TBAKS,   WHO   WAS  LOST   OTBBBOARD  FBOM  TRB   SHIP 
CHINA,    ON  THB   27th  OP   JANVABT,    1835. 

This  sacred  cenotaph  is  rear*d 
By  those  who  shared  his  grief  and  joy  ; 
To  them  his  memory  is  endearM 
By  ties  which  death  cannot  destroy. 
ne  sank  beneath  the  deep  blue  wave. 
Nor  could  their  efforts  save  him  there : 
Those  who  may  meet  a  watery  grave, 
Should  for  a  sudden  death  prepare. 


No.  XIV. 
LINES   ON   THE   PLYMOUTH   ROCK. 
By  Mas.  L.  H.  Sioournbt. 
[See  page  459.] 

A  bark  is  moor*d  below, 

Mid  the  tossings  of  the  bay ; 
What  seeks  it,  where  the  hunters'  bow 

Hath  eyennore  held  sway  1 
They  stand  on  Plymouth  Rock, 

A  feeble  pilgrim  band ; 
Why  bide  they  thus  the  wintiy  shock. 

In  a  wild  stranger  land ! 

Their  welcome  who  can  tell, 

Save  the  bitter  blast  that  blew. 
And  the  snows  that  coldly  fell 

Ere  their  lowly  cabins  grew! 

*  His  thipmates  requested  me  to  give  them  a  Ameral  disooorse  on  (tie  occasion,  and  an  the  sailors 
in  port,  and  many  of  the  ladies  of  the  Port  Society  and  others  attended.  The  chapel  wae  crowded  ia 
svery  part,  and  a  deep  interest  waa  taken  on  the  occasion  ;  his  being  an  Englishman  was  no  impedi- 
ment  to  his  receiving  as  much  honour  and  sympathy  as  though  be  had  been  so  Americaa  by  birth. 
^Esocu  Muoaa,  Chaplain  qf  the  Bethtl  Church, 
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An  taceamid  the 

The  rugged  hearthstone  flamoe— 
Yon  dreary  shapeleaa  huu — are  these 

For  England's  high-born  damee  1 

Hark !  to  the  war-whoop  wild  : 

Look !  ^tis  the  Indun's  crest ; 
The  pilgrim  mother  clasps  her  child, 

Aiid  girds  the  warrior's  breast. 
No  corn  upon  the  vale, 

No  vessel  o*er  the  wave  ; 
What  cheers  them  when  their  cheek  is  pale, 

What  lights  the  Indian's  grave  t 

Old  Harvard  hath  a  voice 

Within  iu  classic  halls, 
A  whisper  from  their  hallow'd  dust 

Who  rear'd  its  ancient  walls ; 
Mid  all  their  weary  toil. 

Mid  all  their  wasting  wo. 
They  cast  an  acorn  in  the  soil 

For  that  lordly  oak  to  grow. 

Recount  their  deeds  of  yore, 

Sons  of  those  glorious  sires. 
And  kindle  on  this  sacred  shore. 

Bold  Freedom's  beacon  fires : 
And  praise  ye  Him,  whose  hsnd 

Sustain'd  them  with  his  grace. 
And  make  this  Rock,  whereon  ye  stand, 

The  Mecca  of  their  race. 


No.  XV. 
THE   PILGRIM   FATHERS. 

Br  John  Piibpont. 

[See  page  459.] 

The  Landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at  Plymouth  took  place  December,  16t0. 
These  lines  were  written  in  celebration  of  that  event  by  the  Pilgrim  Society  of  Ma»- 
iachttsetts,  in  December,  1824. 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers — where  are  theyl 

The  waves  that  brought  them  o'er 
Still  roll  in  the  bay,  and  throw  their  spray 

As  they  break  along  the  shore : 
Still  roll  in  the  bay,  as  they  roU'd  that  day, 

When  the  Mayflower  moor'd  below. 
When  the  sea  around  was  blsck  with  storms, 

And  white  the  shore  with  snow. 

The  mists,  that  wrapp'd  the  pilgrim's  sleep, 

Still  brood  upon  the  tide ; 
And  his  rocks  still  keep  their  watch  by  the  deep, 

To  stay  iu  waves  of  pride. 
But  the  snow-white  sail  that  he  spread  to  the  gale 

When  the  heavens  look'd  dsrk,  is  gone ; 
As  an  angel's  wing  through  an  opening  doad 

Is  seen,  and  then  withdrawn. 

The  Pilgrim  ezile-^sainted  name ! 

The  hill,  whose  icy  brow 
Rejoiced  when  he  came,  in  the  moming*t  flame. 

In  the  morning's  flame  bona  now ; 
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And  the  moon*8  cold  Hslit,  ai  it  lay  that  night, 

On  the  hillside  and  the  tea. 
Still  lies  where  he  laid  hit  hoaaeleas  bead, 

But  the  Pilgrim — where  it  he  1 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers  are  at  rest : 

When  8ummer*a  throned  on  high. 
And  the  world's  wsrm  breast  is  in  Tcrdure  dreaiM, 

Go  stand  on  the  hill  where  thej  lie. 
The  earliest  ray  of  the  golden  day 

On  that  hallow'd  spot  is  cast ; 
And  the  evening  sun,  as  he  leaves  the  world, 

Looks  kindly  on  that  apot  last. 

The  Pilgrim  spirit  has  not  fled :  • 

It  wsJks  in  noon*s  broad  light, 
And  it  watches  the  bed  of  ihe  gtorioua  dead, 

With  the  holy  •tars  by  night. 
It  watches  the  bed  of  the  brave  who  haw  bled. 

And  shall  guard  this  ice-bound  shore, 
Till  the  waves  of  the  bay,  where  the  Mayflower  lay. 

Shall  foam  and  freeze  no  more.- 
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AMitioniMU,  a  considerable  body  in  New- York,  i.,  63.  Hare  three  weekly  newsiiapert 
conducted  by  free  negroes,  t^.  Are  very  unpopular,  t6.,  69.  Violently  detested  in  the 
slave-holding  states,  189.  Shakspeare  denounced  ss  an  sbolitionist,  and  declared 
worthy  of  being  Lynched,  213.  Are  denounced  by  Calhoun,  senator  for  South  Carolina, 
who  declares  tnat,  if  one  were  found  in  that  stato,  he  would  be  banged  without  judge 
or  jury,  222.  Declared  felons  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  288.  Build  a  hall  at 
Philadelphia  for  agitating  the  question  of  abolition,  370.  This  structure,  called  Pfiui* 
sylvania  Hall,  burned  by  a  mob,  373.  Doomed  to  be  murdered  by  Lynch  law  in 
many  parts,  439.  Their  opinions  making  rapid  progress  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
ii.,  393.  In  general,  violently  opposed  by  the  newspapers,  ib.  Denounced  as  traitors 
bv  the  Whig  newspapers,  394.  l^heir  opinions  entertained  principally  by  the  higher 
classes  of  society,  ib.  Strenuously  supported  by  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  the  ez  pres- 
ident, 395. 

Adamt,  Mr.,  ex-president,  member  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  i.,  223.  Numerout 
honourable  offices  which  he  has  filled,  224.  His  great  learning,  ib.  A  decided  aU^ 
tionist,  ib. ;  ii.,  395.  His  historical  collections,  i.,  224.  His  exertions  in  the  cauae  of 
education,  ii.,  345. 

Af^riaUtural  population  more  prosperous,  happy,  and  intelligent  in  the  United  States  then 
m  England,  li.,  90,  91,  92.  ' 

—  products,  enormous  quantity  snd  value  of,  in  the  United  States,  ii.,  200. 

.Attsny,  its  foundstion,  ii.,  10.  Its  population,  11, 42.  Its  admirable  position  for  the  por- 
poses  of  commerce,  12.  The  legislative  cspital  of  the  State  of  New-York,  16.  De- 
ficient in  benevolent  institutions,  54.  Orphan  Asylum,  ib.  Academy,  male,  31,  33. 
Female,  32.  Health  in  these  injudiciously  neglected,  33.  Religious  denominatKXie, 
their  relative  proportions,  34.  influence  ot  religion  there,  35,  36w  Its  capitol  or  Le- 
gislative Hall,  37.    Its  newspapers,  38. 

iUeaMiuirta,  in  Columbia,  lite  of,  i.,  246.  Well  plsnned  and  neatly  built,  249.  Caneee 
of  its  decay,  ib.  KemarKable  diminution  of  its  population,  250.  its  public  boildiogs, 
ik.    Interesting  relics  of  General  Washington  there,  ib. 

AlUiL,  the  English  partisan  \t.  the  Revolutionary  war,  frightful  and  unparalleled  atiodty 
of  his  character,  li.,  179, 180. 

America^  superiority  of  its  climite  to  that  of  Englsnd,  ii.,  212.  Splendid  appearance  of 
its  forests  in  autumn,  i6.,  21 4.  Discovered  500  years  before  the  time  of  Columbus,  S83. 
Copious  provision  made  there  for  the  advancement  of  religion,  364,  365. 

iiawricantfiiM,  or  expressions  peculiar  to  the  United  Sutes,  i.,  161-163 ;  ii,  428, 4ftl 
These  for  the  most  part  old  English,  455. 

Ammican  Tract  Society,  the  extensive  range  of  its  exertions,  L,  136. 

AmerieanM^  peculisriy  sensitive  to  the  censure  of  foreigners,  especislly  English,  i.,  17; 
ii.,  111.  In  general, either  hostile  or  indifferent  to  the  sbolition  of  slavery,  L,  63,  66. 
Liberal  supporters  of  benevolent  institutions,  93.  Deplorably  indifferent  to  sangoinerr 
outrages,  96,  99,  1 10.  Too  much  cbsracterlzed  by  an  inordinate  love  of  gain  ana 
mania  for  speculation,  113,  114, 120-1*22.  And  too  frequent  fraudulent  efiect,  116. 
Deplorable  demoralisation  among  them,  118, 1 19.  Uncle  isam  fsmiliar  national  name, 
corresponding  to  that  of  John  Bull  in  EngUnd,  120.  Amubing  specimen  of  their  in- 
fisted  Isnguage,  126.  Their  reading  of  a  light  and  trifling  character,  145.  Their 
views  erroneous  and  prejudiced,  t6.  Have  in  general  made  very  limited  progress  in 
the  fine  srts,  146.  Are  fond  of  music,  though  never  having  produced  any  one  eminent 
in  it,  ib.  Have  made  some  progress  in  paiut';ng,  t6.  In  architecture,  149.  Fond  of  a 
quaint  snd  ludicrous  style,  155-157,  297.  Rave  a  nasal  tone,  163.  Extremely  jealooe 
of  foreigners,  and  especially  the  English,  191, 192.  Ksr  sdvanced  in  the  skill  and 
arts  subsidiary  to  war,  244.  Their  profound  veneration  for  the  memory  of  Ws^iinf- 
ton,  250.  Superior  to  all  other  people  in  disiraerested  benevolence,  136,  363.  In- 
stances of  coarseness  snd  violence  in  their  manners,  436,  442.  Prone  to  have  Cuth 
in  quacks,  443.  Sciolists  in  gastronomy,  470.  Their  great  dislike  of  domestic  sei 
vice,  ii.,  44.  Their  excessive  national  vanity,  45.  S^ulously  inculcate  lessons  of 
freedom  on  the  young,  55.  Their  bitter  mutual  recriminstions,  111.  Progressive  de- 
terioration of  msnners  smong  them,  106.  Forwardness  of  young  people  among  them, 
ib.  Singular  haste,  coarseness,  and  discomfort  with  which  they  despatch  their  meals, 
107.  Characterixed  by  feverish  bustle,  108,  351,  352.  Their  fondness  for  dramatic 
effect  and  pageantry  in  public  ceremonies,  205.   Decay  of  military  spirit  among  them. 
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258.  Inttances  of  grosmiess  in  their  manners,  351.  Mnch  addicted  to  veiboatty,  287. 
Sarpaas  all  other  people  in  sopporting  humane  and  charitable  institutiooa,  360.  Ac> 
coniing  to  Mr.  OrviJlo  Dewey,  much  addicted  to  overreaching,  397, 396.  Faatidioiis 
in  their  notions  of  ezcluaiveneM  and  sentitiTeneas  at  to  rank,  399-401.  A  larger  pro- 
portion of  both  aezea  among  them  have  delicate  health  than  among  European  national 
403. 

Aftdri,  Major,  his  J>urial-p1ace  at  Tappan,  i.,  462.    His  remains  remoTea  to  England,  A. 

Animal  magnetism,  aurprtiing  ezpenmenia  m.  t  387.  Sanatory  purposes  to  which  it 
may  be  applied,  391. 

Anthracite,  lU  use  as  a  fuel  pemicioos  ana  oangeroos,  i.,  164. 

ilrte,  fine,  have  in  general  made  very  little  progresa  in  the  United  States,  l,  146L  Somft 
progress  msde  in  painting,  ib.    In  architecture,  149. 

Attar- Houat  Hotel,  larger  than  any  in  London  or  Paria,  L,  42. 

Aatar,  John  Jacob,  the  wealthiest  individnal  in  the  United  States,  i ,  42. 

AthmcBum,  ISterary  institution  at  Providence,  high  character  of,  ii.,  429. 

Athma^  village  of  that  name  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson,  i.,  476. 

AiAnfrn^  Mount,  near  Boston,  beautiful  snd  well-arrani^  cemetry  there,  it,  379.  8n- 
perior  in  natural  beauty  to  that  of  P^  la  Chaise,  but  inferior  in  monumental  archi* 
lecture,  382.  Disfigured  by  a  wretched  mimicry  of  the  Egyptian  siyle  of  arehitectars, 
383. 

,  prison  at,  descnption  of,  ii.,  234.  Constructed  by  the  labour  of  coovicta,  23& 
Self-support  the  msin  principle  there,  i6.  Conducted  on  the  silent  system,  i6.  Yiekla 
a  surplus  fund  to  the  state,  tL  Number  of  prisoners  in.  239.  Population  of  the  vil- 
lage, 245. 

AfUkor^  had  visited  the  United  States  in  1806,  i.,  13.  Motives  for  his  second  visik,  A.  Hit 
favourable  reception,  14.  His  lecturea  noticed  by  above  a  million  of  peraoos,  15. 
Visited  evory  state  and  territory  of  the  Union  except  Arkansas  and  Florida,  A.  His 
knowledge  of  other  countries  valuable  as  an  element  of  judgment,  16.  Keachea 
America  October  19th,  1837,  20.  Hie  two  courses  of  lectures  st  New- York :  that  at 
the  Stuyvesant  Institute  for  the  fashionable,  that  at  Clmton  Hall  for  the  mercantile 
classes,  22.  At  the  Lyceum  of  Brooklyn,  ib.  Attends  several  public  meetings  in  New- 
York  on  philanthropical  subjects,  23, 28.  Assailed  by  the  scurriloas  and  nnprioetpled 
portion  oif  the  public  press.  112.  His  round  of  visits  on  Newyear^  day,  154.  Hia 
▼iait  to  Newark  with  Mr.  Webster,  157.  Kesides  four  months  in  New- York,  173. 
His  departure  for  Philadelphis,  174.  Attends  the  meeting  of  the  Cooventton  of  Paon- 
Bvlvania,  175.  His  srrival  in  Philadelphia  greeted  by  a  Temperance  Festival,  116L 
Received  by  a  deputation  at  Wilmington  to  thank  him  for  his  exertions  in  the  esose 
of  temperance,  182.  Viaita  Baltimore,  and  addresses  the  people  in  the  canae  of  tem- 
perance, ib.  Visits  Washington,  184.  Thanked  by  the  Ckmgressional  State  Temper- 
ance Society  of  Washington,  188.  Lectures  in  Washington  on  the  Scriptural  and 
classical  countries  of  tho  East,  ib.  Attends  the  drawing-room  of  the  president,  102. 
Visits  Alexandria,  249.  Returns  to  Bsltimore  from  Washington,  254.  His  lectnree 
at  Baltimore  in  &vour  of  temperance  very  successful,  31 1.  His  farewell  lecture  there 
in  Oriental  costume,  ib.  Kind  feeling  towards  him  in  Bsltimore,  312.  His  retom  to 
Philadelphia,  ib.  His  proposal  of  a  self-taxing  society  for  philanthropical  porpooca. 
366.  His  plan  for  a  philanthropical  voyage  round  the  globe,  412.  Visits  the  State  of 
Delswsre,  431.  Lectures  at  Wilmington,  433.  Delivers  three  courses  of  lectures  at 
Philadelphis,  445.  Gives  various  lectures  for  philsnthronical  objects,  446.  Gratefol 
circumstances  attending  hia  visit  to  Philadelphia,  452.  His  departure  from  Philadel- 
phia for  New- York,  453.  His  illness  at  New- York,  and  visit  to  the  moontaina  in 
aearch  nf  health,  459.  His  views  of  advantages  to  be  derived  from  travelling,  ii.,  114. 
His  delightful  visit  to  Mr.  Delavan,  97.  Hi?  visit  to  Saratoga,  98.  Givsa  a  coarse  of 
lectures  at  Buffalo,  172.  Gives  a  course  of  lectures  st  Rochester,  189.  And  at  Can- 
andaigua,  219.  His  visit  to  the  prison  at  Auburn,  234  Gives  a  course  of  lectures  st 
Utica,  256.  And  at  Boston,  291,  292.  His  gratuitoua  lectures  there  in  support  of  the 
Saik)r*s  Home  and  Mariner's  Home,  292,  293.    His  lectures  at  Providence,  416L 

JlalMivin,  singular  beauty  of  that  season  in  America,  ii.,  213. 

B. 

Ballot,  votes  given  byt  ra  the  United  States,  i,  58,  59 ;  ii.,  321. 

jBsUffon  Spay  account  of,  li.,  97. 

Bsicimpre,  founded  171  Li.,  260.  Its  rapid  advance  in  consequence  of  the  RevolutioB  of 
Independence,  261.  Enjoyed  the  carrying  trade  during  the  late  war  between  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  262.  Defeat  o^  the  British  nesr  it  in  1814,  ib.  Present  oopola- 
tion,  ib.  Its  shipping,  ib.  Its  site  very  fine,  263.  Moderation  and  candour  or  its  in- 
habitants on  the  subject  of  abolition  of  alsvery,  289.  Relntive  proportion  of  various 
religious  denominations  in,  t6.  Great  preponderance  of  Catholics  there,  »6.  Inatita- 
tions,  literary  and  charitable,  290.  Its  numerous  newspspera.  295.  Its  environs  very 
agreeable,  31 1.  Principal  street  of  the  same  name  two  milea  long,  265.  The  city  ia 
built  in  a  aobnantial  and  excellent  atyle,  266.    Public  boikiiDga :  its  Kirhange  a 
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•pkndkl  stracture,  ib,  Cattom-house,  267.  City  Hall,  ib.  Courthouse,  966.  Peni- 
tentiiry,  ita  excellent  management,  ib.  Metropolitan  Catholic  Chapel,  269.  Ita  Taat 
organ,  ^\.  Aaylum,  ita  admirable  management,  273.  Hospital,  its  admirable  man- 
agement, 275.  Supported  by  the  payments  made  by  the  patients,  276.  Its  other  char- 
itable institutions,  tb.  Called  the  monumental  city,  why,  277.  Monument  to  Waab- 
ington,  377,  378.  Battle  Monument,  278,  279.  Armiatead  Monument,  280.  NumiF^ 
ous  and  beautiful  fbuntaina,  ib.  Places  of  public  amusement,  281.  Municipal  gor- 
emment,  282.  Commerce,  283.  Ita  eztenaive  water-power,  ib.  Its  fine  railroada. 
284.  Population  of  Baltimore,  ib.  Instances  of  lawleaaness  in,  301.  Description  of 
its  fashionable  population  60  years  ago,  303. 

Baltimore,  Lord,  obtains  from  James  I.  a  gnnt  of  land  in  North  America,  i.,  256.  Call* 
the  territory  Maryland,  257.  Peoples  it  principally  with  Catholica,  256.  Conscien- 
tiouaoesa  and  liberality  of  his  principles  and  conduct,  257. 

Bankt,  those  of  New-York,  their  statistics,  ii.,  17.  Their  high  credit,  ib.  Number  and 
wealth  of  thoae  of  Proridence,  418. 

Bar,  the  legal,  at  Philadelphia,  expresses  great  admiration  of  England,  i,  364.  T]|0 
membera  of,  in  the  United  States,  addicted  to  inordinate  Terbosity,  ii,  287. 

Bamiiu,  singular  theory  of  their  origin,  ii.,  261,  262. 

Bataeia,  town  of,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  ii.,  188.    Its  population,  »6. 

Battle  at  North  Point,  near  Baltimore,  and  defeat  of  the  Britiah,  i,  279. 

BeHde  MommuHt  at  Baltimore,  i.,  278. 

BibU,  early  printed  in  an  Indian  dialect,  ii.,  453. 

Biddte,  Mr.  Nicholaa,  his  intelligent  character,  i.,  446.  Hia  elocjuent  censure  of  the  nft- 
tional  Tanity  of  hia  countrymen,  ii.,  45.    Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  Bank,  i,  337. 

Blmdf  institution  for  their  instruction  in  New.  York,  i.,  103.  Number  of,  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  104.    in  Philadelphia,  381.    Mapzine  published  by  them,  384. 

Bottrdmg^houMea  very  much  frequented  in  the  United  Statea,  i.,  159.  V«ry  diMgn9eabla» 
1 6a  Members  of  Congress  senerally  reside  in  them  during  their  stay  at  Waahington, 
212.  Deacription  of  the  mode  of  living  there,  232.  Singular  discomfort  in  the  man- 
agement of  these  boarding-houses,  ib.,  233.  Execrable  in  Philadelphia,  331.  Ex- 
cellent m  Albany,  iL,  20.  Prevalence  of  residence  in  them  injurious  to  the  natkntl 
character,  113.    More  especially  in  the  youn^,  ib. 

Booke,  heavy  duty  on  their  imp<Mi«»ion,  and  injforiuua  effects  to  literature,  1, 144.  Ifli- 
purtiea  generally  for  ttie  purpose  of  being  reprinted,  ib. 

Barvr,  worm  whir.h  ATtftn«ivAly  dftsiroya  forest  trees,  ii.,216. 

IfoftoR,  capital  of  Maaaachuaetta,  great  amount  of  its  shipping,  ii.,  319.  Great  aaini 
which  it  expends  in  education,  321.  Number  of  places  of  worship,  353.  Great  retpoet 
there  for  religion  and  ita  pastors,  ib.  Prevalence  of  Unitarianiam,  ib.  Spirited  hhI 
aucceasful  reaiatanoe  of  ita  inhabitants  to  impressment,  311.  lu  early  and  energetic 
resistance  to  the  legialative  encroachmenta  of  Britain,  314.  Ita  population,  323,  394. 
lu  foundation,  325.  Its  history,  325-329.  Ita  fine  site,  290, 329.  Its  noble  harbour, 
330.  la  very  well  built,  331.  The  mannera  of  its  inhabitants  more  sedate  than  thoae 
of  the  other  Americans,  332.  Its  public  buildings,  ib.  And  literary  institutiooa,  338. 
Ita  achoola,  341, 343.  Its  periodical  publications,  346.  Its  charitable  institutiona,  359. 
Inatatution  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  extraordinary  progreaa  made  by  the  pupUa, 
360.  Superior  to  most  cities  in  its  charitable  institutiona,  363.  Ita  municipal  orrani- 
zation,  366.  Ita  statistics,  368.  Theatrical  amusements  originall][  forbidden  tbara, 
369.  At  preaent  haa  four  tbeatrea,  ib.  Ita  Museum  exhibited  for  hire,  371.  Ita  eom- 
merce,  372.  Its  magnificent  bay  and  harbour,  373.  Ita  extenaive  and  admirable 
navy.yard,  ib.  Its  ropewalk,  where  cables  are  made  by  steam,  374.  Line-of-bettle 
ahipa  there,  ib.  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery,  379.  Its  admirably-managed  priaon,  385. 
Ita  priaon  conducted  on  the  silent  system,  tb.  The  establishment  supported  by  the 
labour  of  the  convicta,  386.  Its  large  annual  revenue,  368.  Ita  noble  market,  ik  Ite 
deficiency  in  places  of  amusement,  ib.  Its  poor  museum,  371.  Its  increasing  ezen^ 
tion  from  fires,  ib.  Unitananism  one  of  tne  most  prevailing  aecta  in  Boston,  4liL 
Csuses  of  this,  t6.  Population  of  the  citv  and  neighbourhood,  396.  Ita  inhabitante 
pride  themselves  on  the  purity  of  their  descent  from  the  English  stock,  ib.  Benai- 
lively  alive  to  the  censure  of  the  English,  ib.  The  merchanta  poaaeased  oi  buger  eap> 
ital  than  any  others  in  the  United  States,  397. 

Breckauridge,  Key.  Robert,  condemns  slavery  on  Scriptural  grounda,  I,  287. 

Bnttel,  town  on  the  Delaware,  description  of,  i.,  455. 

Broadway,  in  New- York,  its  length  three  miles,  i.,  43. 

Brooklyn,  its  population  40,000,  i.,  23.  Capital  of  Long  Island,  16a  Ita  aalubrioaa  aHe^ 
ib.,  169.    A  well-built  and  agreeable  town,  168. 

Bremn,  Nicholaa,  hia  munificent  endowment  of  the  University  at  Providence,  il,  ,424, 4SS. 
Umvereity  at  Providence,  account  of  it,  ii.,  424.    High  conaervatiam  of  ita 


bera,  427. 

-,  David  Paul,  barriater,  hia  manly  peraeverance  in  hia  aupport  of  the  abolitiOQ  of 


Slavery,  i ,  378. 
J9i^a/a.toiraof,dateofiUfoaiidatioD,ii.,163.    Burned  by  the  Britiaht  ik    Itspopoli. 
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tion,  164.  Amasiof  increue  of  ita  commerce,  16.  Intense  coM  then,  184.  Pftvi- 
lence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  there,  185.  The  great  mart  of  the  commeree  of 
the  Northwest,  167.  Ita  pleaaing  and  advantageous  site,  168.  Ita  fine  plan  and  akTle 
of  buildmg.  ib.  Its  public  bnildmgs,  160.  lu  noble  hotel,  ib.  Its  population*  170. 
AgTMable  tone  of  society  there,  ib.    Huge  dimensions  of  its  projectea  Kxchaoge,  ik 

BmUUng$  freauently  removed  entire  in  the  United  States,  ii.,  233. 

Bwdur  i&U,  battle  at,  ii.,  317.  Description  of,  377.  Unfiniahed  monument  them  to 
commemorate  the  battle  of^  ib.  Its  proposed  dimensions,  ib.  iAUghable  vanity  of  tba 
natives  respecting  it,  379. 

Bwrlittgum,  description  of,  1, 455.    Population  of^  t6. 

C. 

CabUa  made  by  the  agency  of  steam  at  Boston,  ii.,  374. 

CMmm,  Mr.,  senator  from  Sooth  Carolina,  his  vehement  defence  of  slavery,  i.,  65, 68. 
Character  of  his  style  of  speaking,  219.  Declares  that  if  an  abolitionist  weps  canghl 
in  South  Carolina,  he  would  be  hanged  without  judge  or  jury,  222. 

CaUafkan,  Dr.,  the  Canadian  insurgent,  scouted  at  New- York  as  an  abolitioniat,  i»  69. 

Canadian  InMurgentt,  warm  sympathy  with  them  in  New* York,  l,  68. 

CanaU  of  the  State  of  New-York,  ii.,  13.  Great  one  of  Delaware,  t,  433.  Great  Erie 
Canal,  its  vast  importance  as  a  means  of  traffic,  il,  201.  Its  dimensions,  205.  Tlie 
great  and  fertile  territory  with  which  it  communicates,  164.  The  great  and  well'eoii- 
atnicted  ones  in  the  Northwestern  States,  165i  The  enormous  cost  and  labour  en- 
ployed  on  them,  ib.  Great  extent  of  them,  16.  Welland  Canal,  eetabliahing  oonma- 
nication  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  great  excavation  of,  through  rock,  166. 

Csnoaisipia,  village  of,  its  beautiful  site,  ii.,  219.  A  Democratic  convention  then  <!•- 
scribed;  236. 

CoptfoJ  at  Washington,  description  of,  i.,  198.  Sculptures  in,  200, 201.  Painting*  in, 
201,203.  Senate  Chamber,  203.  Hall  of  Representatives,  204.  Library  01^807. 
Former  library  homed  hy  the  British  army  when  they  aet  the  Capitol  on  fire,  16.  The 
office  for  the  apecification  of  patents  and  preservation  of  modeia  alao  burned  by  the 
British,  with  sll  it  contained,  211. 

Carbonic  add  ga$  rendered  solid,  i.,  44&  Intense  cold  produced  by  it,  447.  Its  great  ex- 
cellence as  a  motive  power  aupcrMdiM  MUwm.  448. 

CatkoUea  very  numerous  in  the  viciuity  of  Washington,  L,  241.  Tlie  prlucipal  settlus  of 
Maryland,  256.  Liberality  of  their  conduct  and  legislation,  ib.  Peraecuted  in  Marr- 
land  by  the  E^lish  government,  259.  'l*be  prevaiung  religioua  denoaunatum  in  Bal- 
timore, 289.    Their  numbers  and  influence  increasing  there,  290. 

Catlin,  Mr.,  his  collection  of  Indian  portraits,  costumes,  dresses,  dec.,  I,  72. 

Cameury^  beautiful  one  at  Laurel  Hill,  near  Philadelphia,  L,  433.  At  Mount  Aubaro, 
near  Boston,  ii.,  379. 

Chanq)laini  Lakgy  account  of,  ii.,  270. 

CkaritabU  inttitutionM  in  New-York  :  Great  Almshouse  at  BelIevoe,i.,  93.-  Dutch  Fann 
for  charitable  Labour,  94.  House  of  Refuge  and  Amendment  for  destitute  Youth,  •6. 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Bloomingdale,  95.  Establisbment  for  the  Instruction  ^  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  99.  Quaraniine  Hospital,  102.  Seaman's  Retreat,  ib.  Sailor's 
Snug  Harbour,  ib.  American  Seaman's  Fnend  Society,  103.  Asylum  for  the 
Blind,  ib.  Asylum  for  Lying-in  Women,  106.  Society  lor  the  Reformation  of  Juve- 
nile Delinquents,  107.  In  Baltimore,  273.  In  Philadelphia  :  Girard  College,  for  the 
education  of  indigent  orphans,  336.  School  for  the  indigent  blind  there,  391.  Asy- 
lum for  the  Detd  and  Dumb,  386.  New  Almshouse,  391.  Marine  Hospital,  394. 
This  asylum  is  open  to  commercial  sailors  as  well  ss  those  employeil  by  the  state, 
395.  Peimsylvania  Hospital,  charitable  management,  396.  Seaman's  Friend  So- 
ciety, 404.  Its  objects,  plan,  and  admirable  effects,  405.  Opthalmia  Hospital,  406.  Of 
Boston,  ii,  359. 

CfuarUtUnony  a  suburb  of  Boston,  its  population,  ii.,  373. 

Chatham^  Lord,  expresses  his  joy  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  insurrec- 
tion in  America,  ii.,  314.    His  high  opinion  of  the  American  Congress,  316. 

Chaapeake  Bay,  sometimes  frozen  over  to  a  great  extent,  i ,  242. 

Cindnnatif  town  of,  its  population,  ii.,  365.  Evidence  of  the  influence  of  religion  there, 
366. 

Clay,  Mr.,  aenator  for  Kentucky,  deacription  of  hia  oratory,  i.,  220.  The  great  leader 
of  the  Whigs,  229. 

Cott,  Mr.,  his  noble  historical  paintings,  i.,  147, 148. 

CaUedgtj  Mr.,  founds  an  opthalmic  hospital  at  Canton,  i.,  413. 

CaUtnnaiion  SodHy  effects  the  emigration  of  from  2000  to  3000  negroes  annoally,  L,289w 
Questionable  justice  of  this  measure,  286. 

Coloured  race  in  general  more  orderly  than  the  white,  i.,  299. 

Cobaabug,  his  chair  preserved  at  Philadelphia,  i.,  353. 

Commtrc*  of  Baltimore,  i.,  283.  Of  Philadelphia,  359.  Of  Buflalo,  prodigious  increase 
ofyil,  164. 
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Confinemenit  toIiUry,  originated  in  England,  i,  418.  Its  beneficial  effects,  421-423 ;  iL» 
343,244. 

ConJUgratiofu,  instance  of  their  very  frequent  occurrenee,  i.,  183.    Of  comparatifely 
occurrence  in  Boston,  ii.,  371. 

CangrtsMf  assembled  at  Washington  in  the  Capitol,  i.,  108.    Decoram  of  its  proci 

'  206.  its  sittings  are  during  the  daytime,  207.  Majority  of  the  number  of  membew 
required  in  each  of  its  houses  to  be  present  for  proceeding  to  business,  225.  Honowni 
the  members  of  either  house  with  a  public  interment  and  funeral  oration,  ^6.,  291.  Its 
members  receive  daily  pav  and  reimbursement  of  their  expenses,  227.  Are  allowed 
an  extensive  privilege  of  franking,  ib.  First  assembled  in  the  Statehouse  at  PhikKlel- 
phia,  331.  Pugilistic  contest  in,  436.  Another  amusing  instance,  ii.,  39.  The  fint 
one  assmnbied,  316.    High  character  given  of  it  by  Chatham,  ib. 

Convention,  singular  nature  of  the  assembly  so  called,  i.,  175.  That  at  Philadelphia  for 
revising  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  ib.  Orderly  and  dignified  manner  m 
which  It  was  conducted,  177.  Restricts  the  duration  of  the  office  of  judge  to  fifteMi 
years,  364. 

Cookings  in  general  very  rude  in  the  United  States,  i.,  470. 

Cooper,  Mr ,  his  advocacy  of  slavery,  ii.,  119. 

Coram,  Captain,  originator  of  the  I^oondling  Hospital,  anecdote  of,  ii.,  408. 

Corduroy  road,  description  of  one,  ii.,  187. 

Com  Imm,  dreadfully  ruinous  effect  on  the  commerce  of  Britain  with  the  United  States, 
ii,  166.  Distressing  injustice  of  them  to  the  population  of  Britain,  ib.  The  frigfaHiit 
eoQsequences  which  they  must  entail  on  Britain,  if  not  speedily  abdisbed,  167. 

Crawford,  Mr.,  bis  favourable  report  on  the  solitary  system,  L,  422. 

Crime,  its  principal  cause  intemperance  and  ignorance,  1, 417 ;  li,  27-89.  StatialkiaC 
237, 387. 

D. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  institution  for  the  instruction  of,  i ,  99. 

Destitution,  frequent  and  severe,  in  the  cities  of  the  United  States,  i.,  1 13, 1 18, 1 19, 349, 905. 

Ddavan,  Mr.  £.  C,  originator  of  the  temperance  societies,  ii.,  50.  Peraenterf  bJT  tlM 
votaries  of  intemperance,  t6.  Great  good-health  and  prosperity  resultiof  Aom  its  in- 
fluence, 90.  Religious  character  and  admirable  management  of  his  itmiestic  ettab* 
lishment,  95.    His  extensive  benevolence,  90. 

Delaumn,  River,  washes  Philadelphia  on  the  east,  i.,  328.  Navigablrfor  ships  of  ISO 
guns,  ib.    A  mile  wide  at  Philadelphia,  454. 

,  State  of,  first  settled  by  Swedes  and  Danes  sent  by  Ou^avus  Adolphot,  i^ 

432.  Seized  by  the  Dutch,  ib.  Conquered  by  the  British,  and  gntited  by  James,  dolw 
of  York,  to  William  Penn,  16.  Origin  of  the  name,  16.  Its  extem  t^.  Ito  popolatiOBt 
16.    its  principal  towns,  ib,    its  noble  ship-canal,  16. 

Demoetata  :  see  Politicai  Partiet. 

Dmoejft  Rev.  Mr.  Orville,  his  candid  statement  of  the  foibles  0'  the  Americans,  iL,  397» 
399. 

Dogs,  their  flesh  much  esteemed  as  food  bv  the  Indians,  i.,  T. 

Dntmatic  exhibitions  little  patronised  in  Philadelphia,  i.,  3f7.  Nor  in  general  in  tha 
United  Sutes,  ii.,  369.    Especially  in  the  New-Englam^  Spates,  ib. 

Dml,  fstal,  with  rifles,  i.,  185.  Address  of  the  author  affiii«t>  to  the  memban  of  Par* 
Iniment,  186.    To  the  leading  members  of  Congress,  0. 

DfOeh,  their  descendants  characteriied  by  decorum  anil  order,  iL,  43. 

E. 

SeUpse,  annular,  of  the  sun,  ii.,  270. 

Education,  establishments  for,  in  New-York,  ii.,  i8,  S2.  Earnest  encouragement  €i,  in 
the  United  Stotes,  22,  25.  Exhortations  of  Geceral  Washington  for  its  encootige- 
ment,  23.  Of  the  various  presidents,  23,  24.  Discountenanced  in  Britain,  22, 25.  A 
most  powerful  preservative  srainst  crime,  S8-30,  388.  Great  proportion  c^  the  popu- 
lation in  the  course  of,  in  the  United  States,  366. 

Episcopalian,  the  religion  of  the  more  arisfocratical  and  fashionable  part  of  the  comiM* 
nity,  1, 290. 

E^medition  sent  by  the  American  government  to  explore  the  Southern  Ocean,  i.,  1001 

Fulton  invents  the  steamboat,  i.,  478.  Discouragement  which  he  encountered,  <&.  Bm 
first  essay,  ib. 

F. 

Fo9,  Mr.,  the  British  minister,  singular  habits  sttributed  to  him,  I,  235. 

FrmkUn,  Benjsmin,  instance  of  his  disinterested  benevolence,  i.,  355.    His  btnefoimt 

and  sensible  letter,  ib.    His  singular  and  characteristic  epitaph,  ib.    His  humble  tonlv 

356. 

Institute  in  Philadelphia  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  L,  449. 

F^mi  oaed  axtentiyely  for  feeding  cattle,  ii,  256. 
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6. 

OtmcN*  River,  prodigious  water-power  of,  ii.,  196.    Great  deacent  of  its  bed,  107.    Banty 

and  fertility  of  ita  banka,  ib.    Its  aplendid  water&iis,  198. 
Otorgty  Lake,  deacription  of,  ii.,  266. 

Qmrgetawm^  continuoua  with  Washington,  i,  240.    Ita  population,  241. 
ihnmnt,  nomeroua  in  PennajWania,  i.,  326.    They  ezclaaiyely  speak  Geman,  A. 
Oirmd,  Stephen,  hia  humble  origin,  i.,  336.    Hia  enormooa  wealtn,  ih,    Hia  moniicvDt 

endowment  of  Girard  College,  t6. 
Oinrd  Colkgtf  deacription  of  that  splendid  building,  i.,  337.    Its  Tery  rich  endotnnent. 

396.    Its  object  the  education  of  indigent  orphana,  i6.    One  of  the  moat  beantifiil  el 

ancient  or  modem  buildioga,  339. 
Gram,  largely  imported  mto  the  United  Statea  from  the  Baltic,  i.,  63.    In  1637, 800^000 

boabela  of  wheat  and  140,000  bushels  of  rye  imported  into  Baltimore  alooe,  114. 
Oramitic  wtouniam$,  rapid  diaintegration  of^  ii.,  280.    Their  debria  aometimea  meiwbahn 

Ihe  adjacent  parte,  ib. 
Grew,  Mr.,  hia  aplendid  and  elegant  manaion  and  establiahment  near  Canandaigna,  iL, 

231. 
Ouizlaff,  Mr.,  beneficial  eifiscta  of  his  medical  akill  on  hia  miaaionarj  laboura,  L,  412. 

H 

JSani$bwrr^  the  legialative  capital  of  PennaylTania,  i.,  326.    Ita  popalatioo»  A. 
ttrwrd  Cstttf  #,  account  of.  u.,  343.    Ita  high  character,  345. 

Burmty  singuuur  inatance  of  their  docility,  t,  468.    In  general,  remarkable  for  their  do- 
jCUity  in  the  United  Statea,  ii.,  276. 

s.  City  of,  on  the  Hudaon,  L,  476.  » 

-«  /2»wr,  its  singularly  ateep  and  bold  shores,  L,  460.   Its  beaatifnl  and  pktnreiqpie 


scenery,  462, 463. 

t  Henry,  diacovera  the  River  Hudaon,  iL,  9. 

L 

loAmt,  deaaiptian  of,  L,  175. 

Mmouj  State  ^f,  iu  population,  il,  166. 

Memdiary  contagrationa  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  United  States,  i,  117. 

Md^entUnct,  Yf\i  of,  ita  commencement,  iu,  317.  Declaration  of,  when  mede,  A. 
g^l^n^n  *  ^  original  of  the,  i ,  209.  Drawn  up  by  Jeffinaon,  and  aigned  at 
Philadelphia,  32^^  Anniyersary  of,  splendour  and  enthusiasm  with  which  it  la  oeie- 
brated,  u.,  47.    Remarkable  absence  of  intemperance  on  the  occasion,  49. 

Jmduma,  Sute  of,  iUDopulation,  ii.,  165. 

Indianst  aboriginal  of  imerica,  descent  from,  a  cause  of  pride,  L,  71.  Their  names  fan* 
erally  signincative,  7),  74.  Their  astonishing  skill  and  power  with  the  bow  and  ar- 
row,  mode  of  destroyug  buf&loes,  74, 75.  Admirable  eqoestriana,  75.  Their  dancee, 
76.  Their  fondness  fv  the  flesh  of  dogs,  77.  Their  excruciating  aelf-toiture,  A. 
Their  wizard  or  mediciie  man,  78.  Their  resemblance  in  many  poinU  to  the  Hindua, 
•fe.  Visit  of  their  chiefs  o  New-York,  and  interview  of  the  author  with  them,  79-82. 
Oppreaaed  by  the  whitt  nun.  82.  Affecting  instance  of  this  oppression,  83.  Eloquent 
account  by  an  Indian  ch«f  ^f  the  arrival  and  encroachment  of  the  white  men  in  Amer^ 
i(»,  85.  Singular  accouu  of  their  monetary  transactions  with  the  goremment  of  tha 
United  Statea.  86.  HypoOietia  of  their  descent  from  the  loet  tnbea  of  larael,  87. 
Advocated  by  Major  Noah,  t  Jw,  ib.  Alleged  points  of  resemblance  between  them 
and  the  Jews,  87-93.  Little  suftceptible  of  civflizafion,  253.  Their  expiatory  aacri- 
fices,  u.,  192.  Extraordinary  tam^a  of  individuals  among  them,  223.  The  prevailing 
races  among  them  of  Tartar  type,  «4.  Rapid  course  of  exUncUon  among  them  br 
exterminatmg  wara  and  disease^  228.  Descrif)tion  of  one  of  their  councila,  177. 
Backward  to  embrace  Chnslianit>.  ib.  Their  atrocities  at  the  insUgation  of  the  Brit- 
ish dunng  the  Revolutionary  war,  181.  Happy  and  inoftenaive  in  time  of  peace,  182. 
Miserable  nctims  of  intemDerancc,  183.  Frightful  deacription  of  the  exterminaUnr 
effects  of  the  smallpox  on  them,  226.  Extermination  of  some  of  their  tribes  by  a  pe- 
cul»r  pcatiJence,  •*.  Their  intercourse  %iih  the  white  race  alleged  to  be  invariablr 
productive  of  injurious  effects  to  them,  227.  Bible  in  the  language  of  the  Narragan- 
aett  tribe,  453.  Indians  employed  aa  magialntaa  by  the  New-England  aetUera.  AT2, 
Amusing  specimen  of  their  warranta,i6. 

Jn$teu,  account  of,  sinaular,  ii.,  217,  218. 

Ituoheney  in  the  United  States  caused  by  proftjsion,  ambition,  extravagant  apeculation, 
and  hsatened  by  the  financial  measures  of  the  govemmeot,  and  the  great  fire  at  New- 
1  ork,  I.,  52,  1«U,  122. 

InUmpaoMe,  a  fruitful  aource  of  crime,  i.,  274,  275, 417 ;  li.,  27,  28, 30,  A  principal 
cause  of  female  rum,  i.,  407.  Dreadful  mortality  reaulting  from  it.  ii.,  93.  lu  dread- 
fully fatal  effects  on  the  Indisns,  183.  •»  i    f 

Iritk  emirranUt  their  bad  character,  i.,  299. 

/■afstsi  v^as,  deacription  of,  il,  261. 
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J. 
Jaek$9n,  projected  city  of  that  name  on  the  Potomac,  opposite  WaahingtOD,  i,  M7. 

Kecl^lesa  and  unprincipled  speculation  connected  with  it,  A.    Ita  aite  at  preaent  tan* 

anted  by  innumerable  /rogs  and  alliffators,  ib. 
Jigtnon^  Thomas,  draws  up  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  L,  324. 
/riM,  their  lost  tribes,  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  original  stock  of  the  Indiana,  L,  87. 
JwipM  in  New. York  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  i,  128.    Hare  a  high  chancter,  ik 

Have  yery  moderate  aalaries,  130. 

K. 

£tff,  meaning  of  the  term,  and  reason  of  its  firequent  occurrence  in  American  namea,  L. 

467. 
KM*  CkKfd  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  its  foundation,  ii.,  406.    Ita  organ  chosen  bf 

Handel,  408.    Ita  gifts  of  plate  from  the  royal  family,  ih,    ita  fine  and  commandinff  in* 

terior,  411. 
JCpscomAs,  hia  tomb  at  West  Point,  L,  464.    Joins  the  American  army»  iL,  317. 

L. 

Za/ayetfe,  his  memory  greatly  reverenced  by  the  Americana,  i.,  258.    Joins  the  Aiaeri* 

can  army,  ii.,  317. 
£ai»,  great,  progreaaive  rise  of  the  water  in  the  great  lakes  during  late  yeara,  ii,  166L 

Their  respective  dimensions  and  depth,  171. 
hmd»  frequently  sold  to  pay  the  taxes  on  them,  l,  345,  306. 
jLow  and  law  courta  in  New- York,  in  a  great  measore  parallel  to  tboaa  of  Bnglfri,  Lt 

127,  128.    Supreme  Court  of  Appeal  at  Washin^n,  207. 
Xsapytr*,  number  of,  in  New- York,  i.,  128.    Combine  the  functions  of  barriater  and  «^ 

tomey,  t6.    Receive  liberal  and  sometimea  enormous  remuneration,  129.    Their  w^ 

cial  and  intellectual  character  of  a  high  order,  130.    Are  subject  to  a  rigid  •^•"liw^ 

tion  before  allowed  to  practise,  129. 
Xm,  Ann,  a  leading  xealoc  among  the  Shakera,  ii.,  64. 
JLunnfton,  engagement  at,  ii.,  317. 

iMber^  Dr.  Francis,  his  speculations  on  crime  and  knowledge,  ii.,  25.    On  priaon  dis- 
cipline and  amendment  of  criminala,  240.    FrefiBra  the  solitary  ayatem  of  confinemMt 

to  the  silent,  242. 
iMymg,  a  term  for  cajoling  or  influencing  members  of  the  LegisUtnre  to  support  paeii* 

liar  measures,  ii.,  96. 
Ltco-fKos,  or  ultra  radicals,  origin  of  the  name,  i.,  50. 
JLoMg  I$lMdj  description  of  it,  i.,  168. 
X9w;oy,  Rev.  Elijan,  persecuted  for  his  advocacv  of  slave  emancipation,  and  flnaUy 

muraered,  i.,  64.    Hia  mnrder  in  general  noticed  by  the  Americana  either  with  ahffal 

censure  or  approval,  ib. 

M. 

3f  ICtM,  Mr,  representative  of  Maryland,  i.,  291.    His  admirable  character,  204    Hip 

public  funeral,  292. 
Mttduoti^  Mrs.,  widow  of  the  president  of  that  name,  her  advanced  age,  i.,  23^    Her  io^ 

fluence  at  Washington,  i6.    Granted  the  privilege  of  franking  by  the  Legislatare,  ib, 
MauUf  State  of,  excels  all  others  in  ship-building,  ii.,  373. 
Mmmotht  restored  skeleton  of,  in  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  L,  356w 
itfcaAo/ian,  Island  of.  New- York  built  on  it,  I,  35.  . 

Mmufactwta^  their  extent  and  value  in  Pennsylvania,  i-,  325.    Statem^t  of  tiiair  amoant 

in  the  State  of  New-York,  iL,  16. 
Jfar62e,  that  of  Pennsylvania  as  fine  as  the  Parian,  i.,  335. 
Matitur'*  Homa  at  Boston,  house  of  entertainment  on  the  teaiptnnee  plan  for  aaOora  on 

ahore,  ii.,  362.    Its  excellent  management,  ib.  

Maryland f  State  of,  forms  a  state  colonization  society,  and  a  colony  for  free  negroes,  i^ 

285.    Population  of,  284.    Its  people  generally  favourable  to  the  emancipation  of 

alavea,285.  ^  u  •        -j    • 

Mamma,  Free,  their  unpopularity  at  Boston,  in  consequence  of  their  mordeiuig  one  of 

their  society,  iL,  337.  .  .     r      ^ 

Maatachuttu,  State  of,  singular  circumstance  which  caused  its  foundation,  II,  IOL 
Why  so  called,  318.  Description  and  dimensions  of  its  territory,  ih.  lu  physical 
characteristics,  ib.  Excellence  of  its  agricslture,  319.  Its  mineral  wealth,  •».  Ita 
commerce  and  manufactures,  ib.  Its  shipping,  ib.  Remarkable  for  ita  numeroua  and 
excellent  institutions  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  320.  Statiatics  of  edocatimi 
in  it,  tft.  Religious  denominations,  321.  lu  Legislature,  ib.  Its  fiscal  system,  322. 
Admirable  correctness  of  tbe  morals  of  the  early  inhabitanta.  310.  Its  population,  323. 
It  doea  not  permit  slavery,  324.  Slavery  disallowed  there  in  conaequencn  of  t  jiidi* 
dal  dfMHTi^,  324.    ExoiuB  New- York  in  ahip^aiktiog,  373. 
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mm,  their  namber  in  New-York,  l,  190.  Their  cbancter  high,  A.  Their  tv- 
manention  hliertl,  131. 

Maiktr,  Rev.  Cotum,  hie  wonderfiil  \a^U9irj,  it,  308. 

Michigan,  State  of,  its  popolation,  ii.,  1A5. 

Jfi7ifM,  ridiculous  inefficieDcy  of,  ii,  252. 

Miuiami  River,  value  of  the  agricultural  products  which  descend  down  it  aaonaOj, 
ii..  165. 

Montpdier,  capital  of  Vermont,  ii.,  272.    Its  public  buildings,  ak    Its  population,  S73L 

Jfounfom  House,  elevsted  establishment  for  the  recovery  of  health,  i.,  400, 470.  Its  ele- 
vation aiwve  the  sea,  470.    Splendid  appearance  of  sunrise  as  seen  from  it,  472. 

JfiunMw,  ludicrously  rude  in  the  provincial  towns,  ii,  254,  370.  Exhibited  for  hire  at 
Boston,  371. 

N. 

JVomct,  high-soundmg  ones  usual  among  the  Americans,  i,  249, 309, 476 ;  iL,  9231  In- 
stances of  whirosicsl  nsmes  of  places,  i.,  248, 309.  Inconvenience  ifrom  sevciml  nieces 
having  the  ssme  name,  477.  Familiar  distinctive  nsmee  of  the  various  statee,  iL,  SiOL 
Instances  of  absurdly  high-flown  baptismal  names,  221. 

JVov^fofibfi,  inland,  iu  great  extent  and  utility  in  the  Unit<>d  Statea,  ii,  202-207.  Total 
extent  m  the  United  Stales  not  less  than  10,000  miles,  207. 

iVesy,  that  of  the  United  Statea,  enumeration  of  its  force,  ii.,  375.  Superior  to  any  other 
eufept  the  British,  ik  Its  organization,  material  and  moral,  grsaily  aoperior  to  thai 
of  the  British,  370.    Its  annual  expense,  ib. 

Ntgne$  and  coloorsd  people,  ofiensive  and  unkind  treatment  of  them  in  New«York«  i.» 
70, 71.  Allowed  the  elective  fraochiae  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  naks  a 
discreet  use  of  it.  ii.,  393. 

Ntuhugk.  its  population,  i.,  460. 

Ihw-Btitfonk  town  of,  it,  448.    Its  excellent  style  of  building,  449.    Its  populatkm,  ib. 

MUm-SnglMd,  the  states  which  it  comprehends,  ii.,  271.  Exceeding  inqoisitiveoeoa  of 
its  inhabiunU,  276.  Originally  called  Northern  Virgima*  205.  Abendoned  afkar  its 
first  settlement,  296.  First  permanent  settlement  there,  ib.  First  settled  by  Puritans, 
ib.  The  early  settlers  form  themselves  into  a  confederacy  under  this  name,  303.  Its 
extent,  290. 

JIhw-lfiMipAtrv,  description  of,  ii,  988.  FamiKsriy  styled  the  Granite  State,  989.  Its 
population,  ib.    Its  manufactures  and  commerce,  a6.    Its  institutkxis  for  sdncs|k»y  ib, 

im-Zcrwy,  its  prodoetiveness,  especislly  in  fruit,  i,  456. 

Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  its  population,  ii ,  420. 

Ntwtpapers  in  New-York,  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  the  rich,  and  coneeqnently 
aristocraiical,  i.,  54,  358.  Ten  newspapers  of  the  Whig  party  in  New- York,  sod  two 
of  the  Democrats,  54.  Principal  Democrat  newspsper,  tne  Evening  Post,  conducted 
with  great  ability,  ih.  Loco-foco  pspers  ill  conducted  and  ill-supported,  65.  Numer- 
ous in  Baltimore,  295.  Those  of  New- York  in  general  below  the  proper  standaid  of 
excellence,  142.  Religious  newspapers  in  general  well  cond acted,  ib.  Instances  of 
the  whiinaical  style  of  the  American  newspapers,  297.  Those  of  Philadelphis  neariy 
all  Whig,  i.  e.,  Conservstive,  358.  Conducted  there  better  than  in  New-York,  ib.  In 
genertl,  very  viciously  managed  and  very  pernicious  in  the  United  States,  ii.,  46.  In- 
stance of  their  violence  and  prejudice,  392.  instances  of  their  extraordinarr  exag- 
geration and  bombsst,  391-393. 

New-York,  &^te  of,  its  extent,  ii.,  12.  Larger  than  England  and  Wales,  &.  Styled 
m  America  \he  Empire  Sute,  i6.,  289.  Progressive  increase  of  its  population.  13. 
Present  popuhtion,  i6.  Its  population  has  increased  one  hundred  fold  m  a  century, 
!^  oL2l?*  *  ^J*  ^*'  ^^  railroads,  15.  Its  numerous  and  productive  maoufactoriea, 
16.  Products  of  Its  agriculture,  17  High  credit  of  iU  banks,  ib.  Their  sUtistics, 
ib.  Us  esubli8hme.)t8  for  education,  18, 22.  Its  legislative  constitution,  20.  Pay- 
ment of  ito  functionaiies,  20,  21.    Judiciary  constitution,  21. 

— :; •  K^;^  picturesque  beauty  of  its  harbour,  and  striking  appearance  of  the 

city  as  seen  from  it,  i.,  21.  its  population  300,000,  23.  About  two  centuries  ago  a 
forest,  in  which  a  few  aataie  Indians  lurked,  32.  The  site  first  visited  by  Henry  Hud- 
son, in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  in  1609,  ib.  The  first  settle- 
BMnt  ^ere  macle  m  1612,  and  <:iilled  New- Amsterdam,  33.  Taken  by  the  Bntish  in 
1664,  *.  Retaken  bv  the  Dutch  in  1672.  i6.  Restored  to  the  British  in  1674,  A. 
Granted  by  Charles  II.  to  bis  broiher  James,  duke  of  York,  and  its  name  changed  to 
New- York,  ^.  First  newspaper  esmblished  there  in  1725,  ib.  Meeting  of  delegates 
S?'*.i2.,'  5**  *S  occasion  of  the  Stamp  Act.  34.  Independence  declared  there  July 
^  .ift  P  n"  -K-  °"^»»*»  """y  8*me  year,  ib.  Population  then  30,000,  ik 
Evaeusted  by  the  British  in  17W,  ib  Fiut  American  Congrws  met  there  in  1785,  ib. 
Exports  in  1791,  •*  In  1836, 16.  Half  a  mile  long  in  1785,  now  above  three  miles 
long,  35.  Value  of  »l»  property  in  1786,  in  1825,  in  1836,  ib.  Shipping  in  1786,  ib. 
hs  sdmirable  site  on  the  Island  of  MsnhaitAn,  ib.  Description  of  its  site,  35-37. 
Broadway  three  mUes  long,  37.    Property  to  the  value  of  twenty  milUoos  of  doUais 
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destrovad  by  fire  in  I83S,  ib.  Attoniahing  instence  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  citj,  40l 
Its  pamic  baildingi,  39-^1.  Its  numerous  and  spacious  hotels,  42.  Dramatic  esbiii- 
tioos  greatly  encouraged,  though  not  bj  the  inore  respectable  classesi  43.  The  oldar 
parts  of  the  city  generally  built  of  wood,  ib.  The  houses  of  the  opulent  conventenl 
and  splendid,  t6.  The  streets  ill-lighted,  pared,  and  clesnsed,  44.  Remarkable  boatto 
in  the  streets,  46.  All  men  engaged  m  business,  t6.  Expensive  dress  both  amflnf 
men  and  women,  especially  the  latter,  46,  47.  Thought  and  anxietT  generally  char* 
acterize  the  phyaiognomy  of  men  raiaed  above  the  lower  class,  46.  Women  in  genml 
endowed  with  personal  attractiona,  47.  Fq|r  the  moat  part  exemplary  in  their  morml, 
and  cultivated  m  their  intellectual  character,  ib.  General  exemption  from  desiitotiiiD» 
49.  Three  great  political  parties,  50.  The  aristocratic  party  style  themselves  Whif , 
ib.  Their  political  principles  similar  to  those  of  Tories  in  Britain,  61.  The  predomi- 
nant party  m  the  State  and  City  of  New- York,  52.  Charitable  institntions  m  New- 
York.  93-96,  99,  101-103, 106,  107.  Population  excitable  and  fickle,  68.  The  dty 
greatly  subject  to  conflagrations,  suppbsed  to  be  caused  by  incendiaiies,  116.  (Saa- 
eral  indifference  as  to  their  occurrence,  117.  infested  by  highwaymen,  118.  Cooita 
of  law  held  in  the  City  Hail,  127.  Judges,  128.  Lawyere,  a6.  Medical  men,  120. 
Religious  denominations,  131.  Number  of  places  of  worahip,  ib.  Improvement  in 
the  style  of  architecture  in,  149.  Customs  ot,  I5O7I54.  Great  expense  of  honse^wL 
169.  Prevalent  custom  of  residing  in  boarding-houses,  ib.  Weather  agreeable  and 
fine,  though  rather  cold  during  winter,  163, 164.  Use  of  sleighs  or  siedgee  dniiof 
anow,  164.  New- York  the  great  emporium  of  the  Western  Statea,  166.  Fine  pecketa 
from  New-York  to  Havre,  London,  and  Liverpool,  ib.  Ita  iniiabitanta  cbaraclar^bsd 
by  benevolence,  136.  Schools  of,  140.  Colleges,  141.  University,  ib.  Its  peiiodi- 
cals,  148.    Great  beauty  of  its  marine  scenery,  467. 

O. 
(TComUU,  Daniel,  unpopular  in  New- York,  because  he  professes  to  be  an  aholitioniitt 

in68- 
OnUriBt  Lake,  ita  former  suriace  160  feet  above  its  present,  ii,  307. 
Opimm,  immoderate  use  of,  in  the  United  States,  iL,  88. 

P. 

Pmniimgw,  some  progress  msde  in,  in  the  United  States,  i.,  146.  Noble  historical  ptisl* 
inga  by  Mr.  Cole.  147, 148.    Paintings  in  the  Canitol,  201,  208. 

PeUfsdoca,  lofty  and  precipitous  rocks  forming  tne  shores  of  the  River  Hodsoo,  i, 
460,461. 

PoicA,  Sam,  killed  by  leaping  down  a  foil  on  the  Genesee  River,  ii.,  198. 

Pmn,  inconsistency  of  his  conduct,  i.,  314.  Receives  a  grant  of  the  tract  northwest  of 
Maryland,  ib.  His  code,  entitled  "  Frame  of  Government,"  316.  His  arrival  in  Peon* 
syfvania,  318.  Purchases  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  Indiana,  ib,  D»> 
prived  of  his  authority  by  William  111.,  322.  Reinstated,  383.  Mortgages  his  grant 
to  the  British  crown  for  12,0001,  ib.  His  death,  ib.  His  exhortations  to  eocoorage 
education,  ii.,  22. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  ita  admirable  management,  i.,  396.  Hall  built  in  Philadelphia 
by  tiie  abolitionists  for  agitating  their  opmions,  burned  by  a  mob,  371.  8hip-o^war» 
larger  than  in  anv  European  navy,  342.  Carries  130  guns  of  the  largest  caiibn,  A. 
Its  model  singularly  beautiful,  ib. 

■,  its  first  charter  of  settlement,  i.,  312,  314.  Government  as  estaUislMd  by 
Penn,  316.  Established  by  an  act  of  the  provincial  Parliament,  318.  its  territory 
purchased  by  Penn  from  tbe  Indiana,  ib.  Its  population  80,000  in  1696,  32S.  Ita  a- 
tent,  324.  Its  population  in  1S30,  326.  lu  woods,  ib.  Its  inexhaustible  minaa  of 
coal  and  iron,  326,  360.  Its  extensive  manufactures,  326.  Its  great  proeperity,  3901 
Deficient  in  means  of  education,  362. 

Periodical*  of  New-York,  their  character,  i.,  142.    Of  Boston,  ii.,  346. 

PkUadelphia,  site  of,  L,  320, 327.  Its  regular  plsn,  320.  Resembles  that  of  Babylon,  A, 
Ita  foundation,  ib.  Its  population  in  1684,  321.  Declaration  of  Independence  sigiied 
there,  324.  The  city  characterized  by  general  intelligence  and  morality,  ib.  Its  pna- 
ent  populstion,  t6.  Its  length  five  miles  from  norUi  to  south,  328.  Acceeaibb  to 
ahips  of  120  guns,  ib.  Beauty  and  regularity  of  its  streets,  328,  329.  They  are  gen* 
eraily  named  from  forest  trees,  330.  Its  public  buildings :  Ststehouse,  331.  In  it  the 
firat  Congress  sat,  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  signed,  ib.  Exchange, 
333.  United  SUtes  Bank,  iu  architectural  beauty,  334.  Girard  Bank,  336.  Phila- 
delphia Bank,  ib.  Universitv  of  Philadelphia,  ib.  Girard  College,  ita  architactnre, 
aplendour,  336.  Its  very  rich  endowment  by  Stephen  Girard,  ib.  One  of  the  nxiat 
OMOtiful  of  sncient  or  modem  buildings,  329.  Abundant  supply  of  water  by  the  Fyr- 
mount  Works  on  the  Schuylkill,  341.    Market-street  above  two  milea  long,  m. 

.  Navy.yard,  ib.  Prisons,  343-360.  Churches,  360,  361.  Philadelphia  Library,  356. 
Philaaelphia  Museum,  ib.  This  city  inferior  in  a  literary  point  of  view  to  Boston  and 
Kew-York,  359.    Greatly  inferior  to  New-York  in  commarca,  3001    PfailoaopfaieiA 
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Society,  352.  Venerable  relice  which  it  poeseeees,  353.  ProbtbilHy  of  ite  ffieet  fo- 
tore  cocBinercMl  prosperity,  360.  Its  manidpal  jpTerament,  t6.  Its  po|Hilstion,  961. 
The  white  nee  Rreetly  soperior  in  number,  302.  Aristocratic  feeling  there,  A. 
Abounds  with  philanthropic  characters,  363.  General  prosperity  of  the  popalatioii, 
964.  Inferior  in  manners  to  those  of  Baltimore,  ih.  High  opinion  which  the  inhabi- 
lants  entertain  of  themselTes  and  of  their  city,  365.  Destitution  not  nnknown  there, 
A.  Spirit  of  philanthropy  decaying  there,  366, 367.  Conflagration  caused  there  by  a 
mob  or  anti-abolitionists,  372.  Its  mhabitants  violently  opposed  to  aboUtioo,  375.  Its 
charitable  institutions :  School  for  the  Indigent  Blind,  381.  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  386.  New  Almshouse,  391.  Its  admirable  management,  393.  Marine  Hoe- 
pital,  394.  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  its  admirable  management,  396.  Seaman's  Friend 
Dodety,  404.  Its  objects,  plan,  and  excellent  eflects,  405.  Society  for  promoting  the 
Difilision  of  Christian  Knowled^,  410.  Eastern  Penitentiary,  417.  This  cit^  the 
most  quiet,  orderly,  and  moral  m  existence,  425.  Eastern  Penitentiary  admirably 
calculated  for  the  punishment  and  reformation  of  criminals,  431.  The  cbmate  of 
Philadelphia  intensely  cold  in  winter,  ib.  Extremely  hot  in  summer,  A.  Beaotiftil 
cemetery  at  Laurel  Hill,  433.  Its  commerce  greatly  checked,  as  the  River  Delawaie 
is  so  fhnen  as  not  to  admit  shipping  during  the  winter  months,  451. 

Pidpptt  Sir  William,  his  humble  origm,  ii.,  307.  Succeeds  in  raising  a  vast  treaaote 
from  a  sunken  Spanish  ship,  ib. 

POgnm  Ftaken^  the  first  settlers  in  New- England  so  called,  il,  460.  Celebration  of  the 
anniversary  of  their  Landing,  455.  Ball  on  that  occasion,  456i  Oood-brseding  and 
good-feeling  exhibited  on  that  occasion,  457.  Their  original  compact  or  govemirieiit, 
463.  Their  suflbrings  and  privations,  464,  468.  Singular  custom,  commemontang 
their  privations,  468. 

Pauburgkt  iu  advantageous  site,  i.,  326.  Its  great  and  flouriahing  iron- works,  aft.  The 
annual  value  of  these,  i6.    Its  population,  ib. 

PfymoMifc,  in  New-England,  its  foundation,  ii.,  463.  Singular  causa  why  its  foondera 
did  not  settle  on  the  Hudson  River,  where  they  first  intended,  ib.    Its  rude  and  ain- 

filar  laws,  460.,  Incorporated  with  Boston  and  other  towns  of  New-England,  478. 
xtraordinary  progress  made  by  the  temperance  societies  there,  473.  Its  wondetfol 
exemption  from  crime  in  consequence,  474.  Not  one  criminal  in  the  jail,  tft.  Ite 
women  singularly  beautiful,  457. 

i^pfarioaf  jMrfiet,  three,  Whiga,  Democrats,  Loco-focos,  i.,  50.  Whigs  profess  prindplee 
similar  to  those  of  Tories  in  England,  51.  Whiga  advocate  hereditary  eovendgnty, 
•ft.  Violence  of  political  parties  during  the  election  of  Legislature  for  New-York,  56, 
57.  Characterized  by  extreme  violence  and  unfairness,  123-125.  Agrarians  those 
who  advocate  the  retaining  of  public  money  under  tbe  safe  custody  of  government, 
124.  Aristocratical  party  causes  the  riots  which  disgrace  the  United  States,  ii, 
194. 

Pwgkkttpnty  its  population,  i ,  466.    Its  manufacturea,  tft.  * 

Potomac  Kivert  Washington  built  on  it,  i.,  197.  Receives  tbe  River  Anacosta,  ift.  Has 
a  navigable  course  of  eig:ht]r  miles,  tft.  Its  breadth  in  one  place  a  mile  and  a  half,  240. 
Crossed  by  a  bridge  a  mile  in  length,  ift. 

1Vmco»,  his  excellent  historv  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  i.,  145. 

Pn$9,  public,  often  shockingly  indecorous  and  profligate  in  the  United  States,  1.,  1 10-112. 
Cnstsnce  of  the  attacks  of  some  of  its  unprincipled  members  on  tho  author,  112. 

Prettdatt,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  drawing-room  attended  by  tbe  author,  l,  192.  Simple 
and  unostentatious  style  of  his  residence  and  of  its  equipment,  1 93, 209.  His  personal 
appearance,  193.  Orderly  character  of  hia  drawing-room,  194.  Every  citizen  ad- 
mitted to  it,  tft.    Great  aimplicity  of  his  manners,  195. 

Preston,  Colonel,  senator  for  South  Carolina,  description  o(  his  oratory,  i.,  220. 

Priaotu  admirablv  managed  in  the  United  States,  especially  in  Philadelphia,  i.,  343, 350. 
Generally  produce  reformation,  343.  County  prison  of  Philadelphia,  its  description, 
343-345.  Statistics  of  criminality  in,  318, 350.  Eastern  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia« 
417.    Admirably  calculated  for  the  punishment  and  amendment  of  ofienders,  431. 

—  St  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  ii.  234.  Conducted  on  the  ailent  system, 
235.  That  of  Massachusetta,  384.  Conducted  on  the  silent  system,  385.  Not  one 
prisoner  in  that  of  Plymouth,  474.    That  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  433. 

Provideneey  City  of,  capital  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  its  site,  ii.,  421.  lu  excellent 
haven,  tft.  Its  public  buildings  little  worthy  of  notice,  422.  Its  religious  edifices,  423. 
Its  college.  424.  Its  schools,  431.  Its  numerous  and  thriving  manufactures,  432.  Its 
shipping,  433.  Its  population,  434.  Agreeable  tone  of  society  there,  435.  Temperate 
bsbits  of  its  population,  441. 

Pnuna,  its  earnestness  and  activity  on  the  subject  of  education  and  abatement  of  crime. 
i,420. 

Purittttu  make  their  first  settlement  si  New-Plymouth,  in  New-England,  ii.,  29T.    Ab- 
surd severity  of  their  laws,  297,  299,  302.    Persecute  the  Anabaptists  and  Quaken  • 
303. 

i^tfiMM,  Fort,  impregnable  to  all  attacks  of  the  British  troops,  i,  464, 


Q. 
Qiudbera,  instance  of  their  conscienUoumesa  and  benevolence,  i.,  234.  Instance  of  their 
moral  courage,  321.  Their  exertions  for  the  abolition  of  alaTsry,  323.  Those  of 
Pennsylvania  emancipated  all  their  slaves  in  1774,  324.  Touching  simplicity  of  one 
of  their  funerals,  ii.,  116.  Advocates  generally  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  118.  Pat 
to  death  by  mockery  d  law  in  New-£ngland,  305)  306.  Their  furioua  and  indecent 
fanaticiam)  304,  305, 472. 

R. 

RaOftnd  from  Amboy  to  Camden,  i,  175.  Speed  on  it,  ib.  From  Philadelphia  to  Bal- 
timore, 183.  From  Baltimore  to  Washington,  183.  Five  railroads  from  Baltimore, 
284.  Deplorably  ill-conducted  between  Philadelphia  and  New- York,  455.  Nmnber 
of,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  ii.,  15.  From  Albany  to  Schenectady,  67.  Great  one 
from  Syracuse  to  Utica,  250.    Their  great  extent  in  the  Northwestern  States,  165. 

Rtedt  Mr.,  his  heroic  patriotism,  ii.,  317. 

Rdigimu  denominatunu,  enumeration  of  them  in  New- York,  i.,  131.  Relig[ioDs  pastors 
supported  in  all  the  denominations  by  voluntary  contribution,  133.  Their  number  in 
Mew-York,  131.  Their  character  in  general  very  high,  133.  In  some  instances  ad- 
vocate or  connive  at  slavery,  62,240;  ii.,  119.  Rebtive  proportion  of  various  reli« 
fioas  denominations  at  Baltimore,  i.,  289. 

RtUfwuB  ptutoTBt  scale  of  remunerauon  of  their  services  in  Baltimore,  i,  290. 

Rdtgumj  copious  provision  made  for  its  advancement  in  America,  ii.,  364. 

Rwtuentativu,  Hall  of,  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  i.,  204.  How  coostitated,  223< 
JN  amber  of,  ib, 

Rkodt  ItUmdt  State  of,  its  dimensions,  ii.,  417.  Its  great  salubrity,  418.  Its  popnlationi 
ik.  Its  extensive  and  thriving  manufactures,  ib.  Its  poUtical  oii^nisation,  A.  Sin- 
galar  in  possessing  no  written  political  constitation,  417.  Surprisingly  smiall  salary 
of  its  governor,  419. 

RUm  Koadt  singular  phenomenon  of,  formerly  the  beach  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  160  feet 
above  the  present  beach,  ii.,  207. 

RoehuUTt  town  ot,  its  aingularly  rapid  progress,  il,  189.  Its  present  popalation,  193. 
Remarkable  eqnality  among  its  inhabitants,  and  supremacy  ofdemocracy,  194.  Great 
attention  paid  there  to  education,  195.  Great  inluence  of  the  temperance  societies, 
•6.  Prodigious  water-power  there,  106.  Its  immense  trade  in  flour,  w.  Its  extensive, 
skilful,  and  thriving  manufactures,  199.  Introduction  of  the  silkworm  there,  900. 
Great  fertility  of  its  vicinity,  ib.  High  moral  and  iatellectual  character  of  its  popala-  • 
tioo,  201 .  Ita  public  institutions,  ib.  Its  admirable  position  as  an  emporium  ol  inland 
trade,  ib.  Geological  structure  of  its  vicinity,  207-219.  Snudl  number  of  the  coloured 
there,  215. 


S. 

SmIotm'  Home,  or  boarding*hoase  for  sailors,  on  the  temperance  system,  ita  ezoeUent 
effects,  i,  28. 

'    ■    ■■, number  of,  in  the  United  States,  i.,  102. 

— — —  obtained  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States  by  voluntary  enlistment,  ii,  375. 

SaitU  Lawrence  River,  dimensions  of,  ii.,  171. 

SaU-wprinn^  remarkable  on^  in  the  State  of  New-York,  ii.,  247.  Great  quantity  of  salt 
obtained  from  them,  248. 

Smguituuy  outrages  and  murders  of  frequent  occurrence,  especially  in  the  Soathemand 
Western  States,  instances  of,  i.,  06-98, 110, 115.  Almost  incredible  atrocity  (^  one, 
23&    Frightful  instances  of,  302, 438. 

Saratoga  Spa,  origin  of  its  celebrity,  ii.,  99.  Description  ind  population  of  the  town, 
100,  101.  Analysis  of  the  water,  102.  Character  of  society  there.  103, 105.  Mode 
of  living  there,  106-108.  Silly  entertainment  there,  109.  Remarkable  solitude  during 
months  of  recess,  264. 

iSdM,  account  of  a  common  one  in  New. York,  i.,  171.  Schools,  common,  instruction 
in  them  gratuitous,  140.  Bv  what  funds  supported,  ib.  Educate  14,000  children  in 
New- York,  and  530,000  in  tbe  whole  State  of  New-York,  ib.  Their  excellent  man- 
agement, ib.    Mainly  owe  their  prosperity  to  Mr.  John  Orville  Taylor,  139. 

— ,  fund  for,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  two  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  ii.,  31. 
,  their  number  and  excellence  in  the  State  of  Massachosetts,  il,  320. 
,  Common  Union,  nature  of  the  institution,  L,  140.    Its  periodical,  Common 
School  Assistant,  139.    Excellence  of  this,  ib.    Its  great  circuUtioa,  ib, 

SdtmfUdU  River  wsishes  Philadelphia  on  the  west,  i.,  328. 

SeMmd  inferior  to  the  United  States  in  the  provision  for  religious  instruction,  il,  365. 

Smmuf*  Friend  Society  in  Philadelphia,  its  plan,  objects,  and  admirable  ^ects,  L,406. 

Smmmt  atrocious  treatment  in  Boston  to  those  psia  off  from  the  American  navy,  ii, 
413. 

Smefff  Chamber  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  i,  903, 
>— -,  how  sealed  and  constituted,  i,  218.    Number  of  its  menbeTaf  A.    Doacriptkn 
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of  a  debate  in,  ib.    Great  length  of  lime  conaamed  by  aome  of  ita  membera  in  debtta, 

831. 
StrvaiOM,  generally  of  tbe  black  or  coloured  racea,  i.,  161. 
Siieia  ayatem  of  impriaonmeDt  used  at  Auburn,  iL,  235.    Infnrior  in  producing  aoieiid- 

ment  to  the  solitary  ayttem  adopted  at  Philadelphia,  240-245. 
Skaktn,  their  Bettlement  at  Niskyuna,  it,  67.    Tbeir  aingular  dreaa  and  appearance,  57, 

56.    Their  aingular  mode  of  worship,  58.    Their  profeaaed  piety,  60.    Their  fanatical 

dances,  ib.    Origin  and  history  of  the  sect,  63.    Their  notions  on  orifinai  ain,  76. 

Their  arguments  in  favour  of  celibacy,  81.    And  of  dancing  as  an  act  ol  wor^ip,  84. 

Their  moral  character  blamelesa,  86.    Their  community  of  goods,  ib.    Secession  from 

them  rare,  t6.    Their  total  abstinence  from  marriage,  ib.    Their  apparent  hs^inesa, 

ib.    Prosperity  of  tbeir  settlementa,  286. 
Skdupean  denounced  aa  an  abolitionisi,  and  declared  worthy  of  being  Lynched,  i.,  313. 
Sehemctady  city,  ii,  87.    Ita  population,  88.    High  chiracter  of  ita  college,  ib. 
Sh^ingt  fine  packet-ships  from  New- York  to  London,  Havre,  and  LiTerpooi,  L,  166w 

of  Baltimore,  1, 263. 

SSUtwarwi,  inuoduction  of  ita  management  into  the  State  of  New-York,  it,  200. 

SmgtHg-birdit  America  nearly  destitute  of  them,  ii.,  279. 

SirngBing,  prison  of,  its  striking  appearance,  L,  462. 

iSXave  States,  marked  inferiority  ot,  to  the  free,  i.,  182.    Ferensh  and  inceaaant  atate  of 

alarm  in  which  they  are  kept,  213.    Frightful  prevalence  of  murder  in  them,  430. 

—  market  at  Washington,  i.,  213. 

—  dealera  in  Baltimore,  i.,  298. 

SUneiy  advocated  by  a  large  portion  of  the  ministera  of  reli^on,  i,  62,  68.  Petitkma 
for  iu  abolition  rejected  bv  Congress,  65.  Tragical  and  homble  inatance  of  oppreaaive 
alavery  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  67,  68..  in  iu  worat  form  m  Waahington,  190. 
Striking  instance  of  profligacy  resulting  from  it,  239.  Generallv  diaapproved  of  at 
Baltimore,  though  a  town  of  a  alave  state,  289.  Most  vehemently  advocated  by  the 
Democratical  party,  308.  Neceaaarily  prodnoea  ferocity  and  cnielty,  439.  ita  brotal- 
izing  effects  on  the  alave  owners,  il,  40. 

Shvu  increaae  in  the  Southern  States  at  the  rate  of  60,000  a  year,  L,  285.  Severe  pen- 
altiea  for  assisting  or  conniving  at  their  escape,  286.    Number  of,  in  Maryland,  284. 

StdHary  ayatem  of  confinement  adopted  at  Philadelphia,  i,  431.  Superior  aa  a  ueana  of 
amendment  to  the  ailent  system,  ii.,  243. 

iSpscyofiom  extravagant  and  infataatsd,  account  of,  1, 120-122. 

Sfiritt  (ardent),  their  uae  the  aource  of  nine  tenthe  of  the  disease,  poverty,  and  criine 
which  prevail,  i.,  274,  275,  417  ;  ii.,  27,  28.  A  principal  cause  of  female  ruin,  i.,  407. 
Remarkable  diminution  in  their  consumption  in  the  State  of  New- York,  ii.,  16.  Their 
aale  m  Maasachusetts  and  Tennessee  re:)tricted  to  quantities  not  less  than  fifteen 
gallons,  347. 

Suuen  Island,  its  beauty  and  fertility ,  i.,  457. 

Sttam-vntelst  structure  of  those  in  America,  i.,  166,  167.  Their  extraordinary  apeed, 
167.  Deacription  of  a  spacious  and  well-conducted  one,  453.  Great  apeed  of,  on  the 
Hudson,  477.  Their  invention  by  Fulton,  478.  Discouragements  he  encountered,  t6. 
His  first  essay,  ib.    Beautiful  and  well-appointed  one  on  Lake  Chsmplain,  ii.,  270. 

Stepheiuon,  Rowland,  the  fraudulent  bankrupt,  livea  at  hia  ease  in  the  United  Statea, 
i.,455. 

Suuext  Duke  of,  instance  of  his  liberality,  ii.,  453. 

Syraeute,  town  of,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  ii.,  246.  Its  population,  ib.  Extraordinary 
depth  of  vegetable  mould  in  its  vicinity,  251. 

T. 

Ttqfpan  Bay,  a  widening  of  the  River  Hudson,  i.,  462. 
,  village  of,  burial-place  of  Major  Andr^,  i.,  462. 

Tmylor,  Father,  his  indeliatigabie  labours  in  reclaiming  and  protecting  sailors,  ii.,  293, 
294.  His  affecting  eloquence  in  describing  and  deprecating  the  ill-treatment  to  which 
they  are  exposed,  414. 

Tmtperance,  festival  in  honour  of  the  anthor,  i.,  178.  Society  of  Washington,  ita  meet- 
ing, 187.  Its  thanks  to  the  author,  188.  Elegant  entertainment  stricUy  on  ita  prin- 
ciplea,  445.  Societiea  fir«t  instituted  by  Mr.  Delavan,  ii.,  50.  Celebrate  the  Anni- 
versary of  Independence  as  a  temperance  festival,  52.  Remarkable  exemption  of 
their  members  from  cholera,  03.  Greatly  conducive  to  health  and  longevity,  M. 
Journal  haa  300,000  subecribers,  50.    Extraordinary  and  beneficial  prevalence  of,  254. 

Ttnnestee,  State  of,  its  population,  ii.,  364.    Statistics  of  ita  religious  estabhshmenta,  ik 

Temperature^  extraordinary  extremea  of,  in  the  .Middle  Statea  of  the  Union,  i.,  456 ;  ii , 
62.  Inatance  of  excessive  heat  in,  52.  Milder  inland  than  near  the  coast  in  North 
America,  21 1 .    Allematea  from  mild  to  severe  at  intervale  from  ten  to  fifteen  yeara,  ik 

Trenton  WatafaU  described,  ii.,  260. 

Ticonderoga  Fort,  ruins  of,  described,  ii.,  268. 

gVtoccD,  pernicious  and  disagreeable  reaulta  from  ita  use,  L,  305.    Ita  cultivation  a  grtat 
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minppropiiation  of  soil,  capilal,  and  labour,  306.  An  exhausting  crop,  raited  almoet 
wholly  bjr  the  labour  of  slaves,  307.  Growing  dislike  to  its  use,  especiallj  among  the 
fair  sex,  306.  Poem  against  it  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Adains,  307.  Formerly  the  cnr- 
reocy  in  Maryland,  260.  Extravagant  and  offensive  addietion  to  its  ase»  ii,  286.  lit 
use  formerly  prohibited  in  New*  England,  300. 
Tucker,  Dean,  his  far-sighted  views  respecting  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  A  merican  colonies,  ii.,  315.  The  soundness  of  his  views  acknowledged  by  Geoim 
ill,  ib, 

T. 

United  Stattt  government,  great  liberality  of,  to  inventors  of  warlike  machines,  i.,  944. 
Late  insolvency  in,  causes  of,  52,  120-122.  Easy  access  to  persons  of  high  station 
in,  134.  Familiarly  called  "  Uncle  Sam,*'  120.  The  immense  extent  of  their  terri- 
tory, ii.,  12.  Their  great  natural  resources,  ib.  Their  population,  366.  Superior  to 
all  other  countries  in  regard  to  religion,  t6.    And  in  attention  to  education,  t^. 

Unitarian^  the  prevailing  creed  at  Boston,  esDecially  among  the  wealthy,  ii.,  412. 

Utiea,  town  of.  Us  agreeable  site,  ii.,  257.  Remarkably  destitute  of  literary  taste,  250. 
Its  population,  257.    Is  well  laid  out  and  handsomely  built,  ib. 

V. 

VoM  Buren^  Mr,  President,  his  simple  and  unostentatious  habits,  i.,  193, 195.    His  per- 

■onal  appearance,  193.    Outrageous  and  unjust  vitupeiation  of  him  by  the  Whig  pre«, 

h.,  391. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen,  patroon  or  lord  of  the  manor  of  Albany,  his  enormous  wealth, 

ii.,  43.    His  exemplarf  character,  ib. 
Vassal,  Samuel,  his  spirited  resistance  to  Charles  I.,  it,  411.    His  monument  in  Boe- 

ton,  i6. 
Vermont,  State  of,  origin  of  the  name,  ii.,  271.    Great  beauty  of  its  sceneij,  271,  273. 

Its  origin  as  a  state,  274.    Its  dimensions,  ib.    Its  commerce  and  manunctures,  ik 

Its  population.  275. 
Virginia,  its  population  generally  favourable  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  i.,  285. 
Vt^tary  system  of  suppuriiiig  relivioua  pastors  ensures  competence  to  all  without  so* 

perfluity  lu  any,  i.,  135, 290.     Mode  of  erecting  plaooo  of  worship  under,  135.    Its  good 

effects,  135 ;  ii,  35,  289,  354,  364. 
Voting,  mode  of,  i.,  58,  59.     By  universal  suffrage,  58.     And  by  ballot,  ib.    In  genenl, 

orderly  in  the  United  States,  59  ;  ii.,  392.    In  the  State  of  Maasachusetts,  321. 

W. 

Washington  City,  legislative  capital  of  the  United  States,  situated  on  the  River  Po- 
tomac, i.,  107.  Its  territory,  Columbia,  a  square  of  ten  miles,  196.  Foundation  ci, 
197.  Dimensions,  ib.  Plan,  t6  Irregularly  built,  ib.  Its  public  buildings:  the 
Capitol  for  the  acconimodation  of  Congress,  198.  Arsenal,  210,  243.  Navy.yard,  210, 
244.  Placea  of  worship,  211.  Public  inHtitutions,  212.  Ncwspapere,  ib.  Slave- 
market,  213.  With  the  exception  of  the  public  editiccs,  Washington  is  very  ill  built, 
214.  Its  population  very  insignificant,  i6.  Municipal  regulations,  i6.  Its  corporation 
is  largely  in  debt,  215.  Ill  lighted,  ib.  Miscellaneous  character  of  its  population, 
217.  State  of  society  in,  dissipated,  ostentatious,  frivolous,  and  coarse.  227,  288. 
Frightful  lawlessness  and  profligacy  of  society  there,  237,  238.  One  of  the  greet 
alave-rnarts,  238.  Connected  with  Georgetown,  240.  Its  climate  very  dissgreeahle, 
intensely  cold  in  winter  and  hot  in  summer,  241.  Many  parts  of  it  already  falling  to 
ruin,  242.     Many  of  the  workmen  in  the  navy  yard  English,  245. 

— — — ,  General,  naturally  of  very  violent  tem|)er,  i.,  223.  Profound  veneration  for 
his  memory  among  the  Americans,  251, 378.  Interesting  relics  of,  at  Alexandria  and 
■t  Washington,  250.  .Monument  to  his  memory  at  Baltimore,  264.  Its  dimensione 
and  beautv,  378.  His  magnanimous  resignation  of  power,  ib.  Denounced  by  the  abo- 
litionist, barrison,  as  a  man  t<tealer,  371.  His  earnest  exhortations  to  encourage  eda- 
cation,  ii..  23     His  attention  to  the  extension  of  inland  navigation,  202. 

Watetfatl,  lofty  one  near  the  Hudson,  i.,  475.  Beautiful,  on  the  Genesee,  iL,  198.  At 
Trenton,  account  of,  260. 

Waterspout,  account  of  a  remarkable  one,  ii.,  228. 

Webster,  Hon.  Daniel,  senator  for  Massachusetts,  his  attention  to  the  author,  i,  30. 
Character  of  his  oratory  and  principles,  221,  222. 

West  Point,  mihtary  academy  there,  i.,  464. 

WjkMgs,  so  styled  in  America,  their  principles  similar  to  those  of  Tories  in  Britain,  L,  51. 
Toe  predominant  party  in  the  State  of  New- York,  52.  Extravagant  joy  on  their 
success  in  the  election  of  Legislature  of  New-York,  60,  61.  Advocate  tho  eetaib- 
lishment  of  a  national  bank,  123.  Cause  the  riots  which  disgrace  the  United  Statee, 
ii.,  194.    Their  excessive  violence,  391-393. 

WhiU  Mountains,  deacriptioa  of  them,  ii.,  278.    Their  great  elevation,  282. 
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Vl^ifr  loMum,  Indian  niine  of  Maiy  Jameaon,  an  Iriah  girl  carried  off  by  thoae  ._ 
and  domeaticated  among  them,  ii.,  179.    Narrative  ofner  eitraordinary  life,  •6. 

IViUmmgtmi,  iU  aite,  i.,  431.    lu  population,  433. 

WomiH^  in  New- York  generally  moat  active  in  worka  of  benevolence,  i.,  27.  For  tha 
moat  part  endowed  with  peraonal  attractiona,  47,  48.  Treated  with  great  deference 
bv  men,  47.  In  general,  mtelligent  and  well-informed,  ib.  All  remain  at  home  on 
Newyear'a  day,  153.  In  Philadelphia  are  generally  handaomo,  364.  Their  phyaical 
conatitation  degenerating  m  the  united  Statea,  and  cauaea  of  it,  it,  34.  Their  intel- 
lectual powers  proved  not  to  be  inferior  to  thoae  of  the  male  sex,  33.  Placid  and  un- 
impaasiooed  character  of  thoae  in  the  United  Statea,  104. 

— ^-^-  (unfortunate),  their  unobtruaive  conduct  in  the  United  Statea,  l,  406L 

Y. 
VsHkee,  properiy  deaignatea  the  inhabitanta  of  New-England,  ii.,  271. 


THE   END. 
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